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SHOTA KHABARELI

Judoist (78 kg), was born on December 26, 1958 in Dzlevisjvari village of Kareli district (Eastern
Georgia). He is a champion of XXIl Olympic Games (Moscow, 1980}, bronze medalist of the
world championship (1983), twice champion of Europe in the team event (1979, 1983), twice
silver (1979, 1982) and twice bronze (1981, 1983) medalist of European championships in the
individual contests. He was twice champion of the USSR (1882, 1985) and champion of the

8th USSR sports and athletics meeting (1983) and absolute champion of Georgia in a folk-
style wrestling (1981). Khabareli was the USSR Honored Master of Sports. He holds the title

of Honored Coach of Georgia. Khabareli was chief coach of the Georgian national judo team
(1987-1991 and 1997-2009). Under his leadership the Georgian national team became three
time champion of Europe and twice world champion in the team event. In 2002, 2003, 2006 and
2008 Khabareli was named as the best judo coach of Europe. He was decorated with Vakhtang
Gorgasali Order of the 2nd class and Order of Honor.



