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Abstract

The centre of Thilisi — Rustaveli Avenue was formed during two centuries and each
epoch or historic event left its traces on the urban structure of the street. Planned
along a single axis this unique architectural-spatial setting is distinguished by an
unusual variety of architectural styles, high quality buildings designed by professional
architects and finally features which draw upon the national traditions. Recent
changes, which took place during last 25 years on the Rustaveli Avenue have not yet
been the object of special study. Therefore investigation of latest changes in the urban
structure of Rustaveli Avenue is an issue of an utmost importance and actuality.

The aim of the study is: to gather, systemize, investigate and analyse the information
on the architectural-spatial setting of Rustaveli Avenue; to put forward main findings
and elaborate recommendation, which in turn, can act as a framework to manage
properly future developments of Rustaveli Avenue; to make a comparative analyses of
Rustaveli avenue with the main avenues in other countries’ capitals; to analyse the
reconstruction concepts and contest for the rehabilitation of buildings destroyed on
Rustaveli avenue during so called “Tbilisi civil war”. The introduction to the
dissertation includes the justification of relevance, actuality and novelty, as well as
the methodology and objectives of the study. The first chapter of theses covers the
overview of scientific literature: the publications dedicated to single architectural
buildings and other relevant articles published in the periodicals. The overview of
scientific literature revealed the scarcity of the relevant studies during last 10-15
years. The second chapter of dissertation — the results and analyses - includes the
overview of the historical aspects in which the setting of Rustaveli Avenue has been
shaped; the consequences of civil war in Tbilisi, the concept of rehabilitation works,
related contests and their implementation; the comparative analyses of Rustaveli
avenue with the main avenues in other countries’ capitals; the compositional analyses
of the urban structure of Rustaveli Avenue (from Freedom Square to Rustaveli square)
and finally, the analyses of in-depth interviews with Tbilisi inhabitants (both with
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professional and ordinary citizens). The chapter - main findings presents the results of
the study: The comprehensive analyses of the development stages of Rustaveli avenue
from 1992 up today, which until now was a arcane field of study. The concept for
rehabilitation of Rustaveli avenue damaged during the civil war aimed to reconstruct
the initial view of the setting, which is an urban zone with strict protective
regulations. Unfortunately projects selected through four different contests were only
partially implemented, whereas the overall turmoil in the country connected with the
process of transition to market economy led to the drastic alteration of historical
urban structure of the street. As a result the chaotic, unsystematic developments took
place and much larger scale architectural-spatial setting emerged. The comparison of
Rustaveli avenue with the main avenues in other capitals (Berlin and Kiev) showed
the similarities revealed through the urban structure, the functional and stylistic
features of buildings, the compositional planning of streets with dominants and
squares at their ends and differences, which can be seen in the approach to the
protection of historic monuments: being very cautious in one case and a severe
intervention (in functional modification) in another. The architectural and spatial
analyses of Rustaveli avenue showed out the compositional peculiarities of the street,
which are formed by the existing squares - Freedom Square, Rose Revolution Square
and Rustaveli Square at its both ends and the mountain Mtatsminda as a natural
dominant on the west. The in-depth interviews with Tbilisi citizens of different age
and profession revealed their deep concerns about the developments on Rustaveli
avenue, which in turn, provides a valuable evidence to consider street as a platform
for cultural integration of the city.
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