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General Description of Research Paper

The research studies Mengrelian Wedding Folk literature which is
unique in its diversity, depth, archaism and history. The research presents
an overview of one aspect of sacramental folk poetry.

Folk art is a cultural phenomenon describing its ancient traditions
comprising in itself the materials of national mentality. Knowing folklore
means knowing yourself. Folkloristic is not the isolated discipline. As the
folk art has its roots in history, customs, perception and mentality of its
creators, as folklore is closely linked with disciplines studding spiritual
and cultural aspects of human life. Folkloristic is related to history,
archaeology, ethnography, linguistic, history of culture and builds its
own theory based on above disciplines. Every poem, fairy tale or legend
spotlights an important step of our history often with documented
accuracy.

Multiple factual materials collected by modern humanitarian science
during recent decades, enable the better understanding of ancient history
of the humankind. Language, tune, traditions and customs are those have
been nursed by nations to present times.

Folk poetry has is of significant importance in terms of science as it
shows the first steps done by people in creation of their national poetry.
Long before the creation of alphabet, folk poetry was the only folk art.
“Folklore is a result of long hard work done by generations through the
centuries. Georgian folk literature has been formed not by one class or an
individual but by Georgian society during the long period of its history-"
says Mikheil Chikovani.

Folk literature creatively describes the reality, whichis wellproved
by works of folk literature of ancient and modern times. Nature and
society is not isolated from each other and when studding folklore one has
to consider that both are alive, changing and developing gradually. Folk
literature has to be studiedalong with the history of its creating nation.
Folklore is based on beliefs, way of life and household ideas and cannot be
studied separately from society and its beliefs.

Folk poems and songs picture beliefs and traditions, people’s

49



everyday lives, their ethical and esthetical ideals. This is of course kind of
a history of people. That is why it is so important to collect the works of
folk literature.

Mengrelian folk literature was compiled and published by Al
Tsagareli — Mengrelian Etudes 1880; I. Kipshidze- Mengrelian (iverian)
Grammar 1914; Sh. Beridze-Mengrelian (iverian) language 1920; M.
khubua — Mengrelian Texts 19 37; Mengrelian song lyrics and small scale
texts were published in “material Collection, volume 10 and 18. The
journal published interesting pieces of mythos, fairy tales and legends.

Following monographies were published: A. Tsanava — Folk
Literature (based on Mengrelian materials) Tbilisi 1970, To issue
of Georgian Historical Folk Literature 1971, Tbilisi. Georgian Folk
Literature, Mengrelian Texts (with Georgian translation ) vl II, prepared
and commented by K. Danelia and A. Tsanava.

Georgian Folk Literature Works (Mengrelian pieces) prepared
by K. Samushia, edited by A. Tsanava, 1971. K. Samushia- Issues of
Georgian Folk Poetry, Mengrelian Works, 1979, the same author-
Georgian Folk Literature, Mengrelian Works 1990, Tbilisi, the same
author- Old Kolkh 9 Mengrelian) poems and songs, Zugdidi 2001. M
Kvirtia- Phanagorias(Phanagorias, Folklore, ethnography, toponymy and
microtoponymy 2001. Georgian folk Literature (Chkhorotsku region) —
published by Amiran Lomtadze2016. “Ekuri Kalvazhiani” recorded and
published by Akaki shanidze 1958- Essays. T. Gudava — Georgian Folk
Literature, Mengrelian Texts 1975, Thbilisi.

Main Goals and Objectives

The research aims to analyse and evaluate the multi-layered and
important part of Georgian Folk literature — Mengrelan Wedding Folk
Literature. To observe the transformation process of mythical, pagan
and Christian models into art version that is covering not only Samegrelo
but the whole Georgia with slight differences between the regions. It is
very interesting to follow those pieces of Wedding Folk Literature, which
transformed in paradigm structures highlighting existential and socio-
cultural status of sacral folklore.

50



Scientific Innovativeness and Main Outcome

The main pieces of Georgian Folklore were recorded started from
mid of 19thcentury. The reason of folk materials having reached present
times fragmented proves the significance to study and research this field
more thoroughly.

The importance of the research has been identified during the
working process when was revealed the cultural function of Mengrelian
Marriage Folk Literature, its role in individual and national identification
process and structuring traditional ethno cultural texts.

Theory and Methodology Basics

Method of semiology and literature studding tools helped better
reveal and picture the importance of art images prevailing in Mengrelian
Wedding Folk Literature (folk literal texts were reviewed through ethtetic
systems proving national and mental models and structures).

Theoretical value of the Research

The issue in anethnography point of view, first was described and
characterized by Archangelo lamberti (Description of Samegrelo Tbilisi
1938), T. Sakhokia (Ethnographical Essays, Tbilisi 1956) and S. Makalatia
(History and Ethnography of Samegerelo, Tbilisi 1941). S. Makalatia
emphasises that among Kartvelian tribes along with Svans, Pshavs and
khevsurs, Mengrelians have preserved their wedding traditions pure and
beautiful.

Through the history Samegrelo has always been a backbone and
indispensable part of united Georgia. Its folklore, being extremely rich
and diverse has not yet been duly studied. We hope that this research will
assist to compensate this shortcoming and introduces better understanding
of Mengrelian marriage folk literature.

Practical value of the Research

Working on research enabled us to prove theuniqueness of
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Mengrelian marriage folk literature and show how it has preserved
paradigm structures and ethno cultural elements and models through the
centuries.

The research will help Philology students (under-graduate and
post graduate students and phds) scientists and researchers interested
in Georgian Folklore and Mengrelian marriage folk literature, in
particular.

Structure and Volume

The research consist of 165 pages typed text. The problems identified
within the research and character of the issue determined its structure,
which comprises of introduction and six chapters. It is also consist of sub
chapters, conclusion, annotations in English and Georgian language and
a bibliography.

Chapter 1- Engagement issue in Mengrelian Folk poetry

1.1Engagement in Cradle
1.2 Engagement symbolism

Chapter 2-,,Ginidzirapa“ or checking the bride (DAKVLEVA with

Pshavs and Khevsurs) and Mengrelian Folk Literature.

Chapter 3— Wedding ceremonies and verse-songs related to it.

Chapter 4-Some aspects of FictiveKinship and folklore

Chapter 5-DIARA or wedding feast and related verse — songs in

Samegrelo

Chapter 6-Ancient forms of family and marriage aspects in

Mengrelian Folk poetry

6.1 ,,The Right of the First Night“ traces in Mengrelian Folk
Literature

6.2 Bride kidnapping

6.3 Taking bride for water

Main Content of Research

Introduction gives main goals and essence of the research, its
scientific innovativeness and methodology, shows the practical and
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theoretical value of the research and issues that are significant value to
research topic.

Chapter I
Engagement Issue in Mengrelian Folk Poetry

Syncretic character of poetry cannot better observed rather than in
Georgian sacral verses. Sacral poetry is divided into several parts. The most
important among those are calendar and household verses. The research
reviews the customs only when it serves to better highlight the folklore
piece, analyse its character and helps its understanding. Ethnographical
observations done by a folklorist are always determined by the folklore
traditions themselves.

Mengrelian Folk poetry plays important role in Georgian tribes’ Folk
poetry.

Engagement as a domestic phenomenon plays a major role as in
Mengrelian Folklore as well as in Georgian poetry in general.

Engagement precedes marriage and determines couple’s further
marriage. Marriage institute and marriage related customs have done long
way of development.

Marriage was historically developed relationship between man and
woman and kept changing with the society.

Through the marriage the society was sanctioning humans natural
demand for procreation. As the character of marriage determined the
demography, influenced physical and spiritual genotype of future
generation, the society was concerned of moral and legal aspects of this
institute.

Engagement is a considerable phase of marriage, ritual influencing
the couple’s future fate.The name of a custom “SHANUA” (nishanoba) —
Nishanua (putting a sign, mark) means to put asign,to mark something or
someone. In marriage ceremony NISHANUA means to “mark” a young
woman for further marriage and this way declare one’s ownership over
her. “She is chosen now, she was identified by someone so nobody else
now dares to have her” — T. Sakhokia. The same right is observed in other
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Mengrelan custom to mark a tree in the forest. If someone marks a tree in
the forest means, he states his ownership over it and anybody who touches
it violates the right of property. Silver or golden coins, silver things, coral
or amber rosary were used as an engagement token.

1.1 Engagement in Cradle

Engagement in a cradle was wide spread form and mostly used in
mountainous regions of Georgia. It was commonly exercised tradition not
only in Georgia but in entire Caucasus. The custom was so popular among
higher class of the society that the tradition was includedin an agenda of
Ruis- Urbnisi Orthodox Council.

In Adjara and Meskhet —Javakheti the tradition is known under
the name of “BESHIQIARDMA” and in Samegerlo - “ONTSESH
IKODGUMA?”. The same tradition is known in Tusheti as “MUTSLAD
SHTANTQMA”(putting in the womb) and in Phavi as “marriage in the
womb”.

In old times engagement in a cradle was common among Mtiulians
but vividly preserved was in Khevsureti, Racha, Samgrelo and Svaneti.
The above custom is described in ethnographical and historical literature.
Some old literary compositions read the following to prove the above
said:” In some areas the infants were engaged” — says 1. Batonishvili

“Ontsesh Tkodguma”(literary means bringing a child in a cradle to
someone’s house) is described by S. Mkalatia . The case had place when
children’ s parents liked and respected each other and wanted to be related.
Boy’s parents brought the baby in a cradle to girl’s house put both cradles
together and blessed the children: ” may you have a long and happy family
life”. At the end, boy’s parents would hang a piece of jewellery on the
girl’s cradle and this way consider her as their bride. When the children
grew up they would get married. Breaking the promise was considered a
serious insult to the family and may lead to feud.

The trace of the tradition can be observed in folk literature as well.
M. Chikovani when comparing Rustaveli’s poem “knight in Panther’s
Skin” with popular “Tarieliani” concludes that the fact Rustraveli does
not mention this tradition in his poem, means he is not aware of it, while
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as its existence in “Tarieliani” must be explained by adding it later by
a folk reader.
An example recorded during field activities, pictures the above
tradition very well:
Today baby Anetta and Bagrat
are going to be engaged in the cradle
A lot of people will gather for celebration.
May the God bless them.

Also epic literature of Narts speaks about the tradition of engaging
children in the cradle as widely accepted custom in whole Caucasus. Nart
hero Soslan was engaged in the cradle with Atsirukh ,the sun’s daughter:
,» you, know Soslan you have had Atsirukh your betrothed since you were
in cradle® — says Sanata to her son.

In Svaneti, long before the babies were born, parents would agree
to marry them or make them sworn brothers. S. Inal-Ipa speaks about the
same custom having place in Abkhazia.In Khevi area, east Georgia along
with engagement in the cradle local population practised engagement
in childhood. Children’sengagement wasmutuallyagreed and desired by
parents of both parties.

When engaging in a cradle or childhood, the families did not discuss
,» urvadi® or bride wealth, a payment made by grooms side to bride’s
parents . This was true when close friends decided tobecome relatives
through marriage of their children. In all other cases to discuss Urvadi
was common practice and being preliminarily agreed by bride’s father
and middlemen sent by groom’s family. If agreement on Urvadi was not
reached the marriage would fail.

1.2 Engagement symbolism

To look deeper into the issue we have to know the symbolism of
engagement. A woman could be considered engaged after being given a
token, which was different on every stage of society development.

Folklore is reach with customs characterising stages of the society
development. Here we ‘1l speak about symbolism of engagement which
has been preservedand only slightly changed during the years.
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Engaging with bullet was quite common in Samegrelo. While
working in the filed an informer Lela Mikava- Shonia told that in her
youth a bullet, hood or an arrow were used to engage a woman.(Lela
Mikava-Shonia Tkaia, 2005)

Exchanging the bullets was also well-accepted method of
engagement. Breaking the promise was strictly condemned by the society.
If a woman broke a promise than a man would say out loud during the
people’s gathering that she broke a promise and nobody can or dare to
marry her. He as well tried to tear her clothsand take a piece of it. That
was known as “dakivleba” ,,screaming“ and after that hardly anybody
would want to marry that woman.

In Samegrelo during the dancing father or uncle of the future groom
would throw a hood at a young woman and with that she was considered
engaged to the man. If woman’s parents refused, they might be fined and
their daughter would not be able to marry the other as she was considered
already being married or belonged to someone. Our respondent M.
Jalagonia tells: ,, if a young woman has been thrown a hood and she did
not fell meant shewas single.”

Other tokens used for engagement were flower, apple, whip,
arrow, ring, handkerchief, corn. This way we can follow the evolution of
engagement tradition accompanying the development of the society.

During field activityork we recorded a verse illustrating the
engagement with whip:

You see my wife

Our daughter has been engaged
Our guest left his whip

And departed

Should we expect a matchmaker
To arrange everything,

The following verse illustrates an apple and flower used for

engagement
I am a single girl
My mother did not want me to get married.
When I see a handsome boy
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My heart starts crying.
I had an apple
I throw it to you
If you do not marry me.
May you be cursed.
A man takes a young woman’s hand into his and declares:
Putting a ringon your finger with a special gem.
Putting an apple into your hands.

Putting a ring on a finger was symbol of engagement, which is

illustrated by the following Mengrelian verse:
Hey girl, stop tormenting me
Put this ring on your finger
have a heart and
Become my wife.

So-called NADI or gathering thepeople to work collectively helping
in various household or field activities, was very well known practice. The
verse below told by one of therespondents reads:

Pilla looked around
Threw a maze [to her]
When nadi saw this
Started laughing.

With below verse is obvious that maze also was used to engage a
woman.

Betrothal by putting a hand on a young woman was also practiced
in Samegrelo, also Samurzakano and some Caucasian regions. Putting
hishand on a woman meant declaring his right over the woman. Special
literature reads the same tradition of betrothal by putting or patting
hand on desired woman’s leg, shoulder or bottom was known in Britain,
Scotland andamong Native Americans.

Bringing an engagement token to a woman was mandatory in
Georgia in early centuries. Martyrdom of the Holy Queen Shushanik, the
earliest surviving extant piece of Georgian literature reads: when Varsken
decided to divorce his wife Shushanik, he demanded all the jewelery that
he gave her as a sign and seal of their marriage, to be returned. Thus it’s
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obvious that Varsken gave his wife , a queen Shushanik rich gift of jewelry
which he now wanted back in order to find someone who would deserve
wearing them.[ his second wife].

Along with changing country’s social and economic life, the
engagement traditionsand gifts/tokens kept changing too.

Folklore and ethnography are those two phenomena, which gives
idea how Georgians lived and believed in old times and illustrates
itshistory and development.

Chapter II

»GINOZIRAPA® or checking /seeing the bride and Mengrelian
Folk literature

One of the means to possess a desired woman was called ,,ginozirapa“
or seeing / examining a bride.

Mengrelians were very sensitive to woman’s beauty. A. Lamberty
wrote “ When in Europe a man gets married he often is interested in
bride’s possession and dowry, while in Kolkhida Mengrelians more value
woman’s beauty, courtesy andhealthyoffspring.

This bride’s dowry is her beauty.
That is more than enough.

A letter published in a compilation of materials, Life and Beliefs
of Mengrelians“ describing marriage customs reads: A woman for a
Mengrelian man is a poetry. He takes care of her, pampers her, eases her
life only to be able to admire her himself and let the others like her, too”

Charden describes Mengrelians as: ,,people of a very good breed:
men are well built, women are very beautiful. Women of noble estate
have delicate features and gentleness that mesmerizes. I'veseen many
of them of an excellent complexity, really nice looking ones. They have
tender and loving look attracting the viewer.*

Mengrelian marriage consists of 4 stages: 1. Meeting/ examining the
bride; 2. Engagement; 3. ,,mokonapa“ taking a bride to groom’s home;
4.,,Diara“ or wedding feast where a hole village was invited.

Here we will spotlight the first stage ,,Ginozirapa®“. Examining
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the bride (Ginodzirapa) means to check thoroughly her dignities and
shortcomings. The word ,,Ginodzirapa“ is characteristic only to marriage
phraseology.

When men and women reached marriage age their parents tried to
find them a match. Grooms uncle, mother’s brother, and bride’s brother
had family authorization to play the role in the process. The main role
as well was assigned to parents, uncle, older brother and matchmakers
as well . They agreed when and where the young people could see each
other. That was ,,Ginodzirapa“.

The roleof uncleand his authority in choosing and seeing a bride is
knownin scientific literature as Avunculata. Avunculata had place when
matriarchate started to convert into patriarchate.

Avunculata was proved to be practiced in Mtiuleti. Pshavi, Khevi,
Svaneti and in entire Caucasus even though it cannot be traced in folk
literature of above regions of Georgia but in mountainous Adjara region
only.

,-Ginodzirapa“could be official or unofficial. Often neither a girl nor
her family knew that a person passing by their house and asking some
water was looking for a chance to see and talk to young girl. A matchmaker
often would choose the suitable couple yet unknown to each other and
arranged their meeting. It might have happened at someone’s wedding,
funeral, or gathering.After a girl was engaged, breaking the promise was
considered as an insult and shame for a family and might lead to feud.
Bride’s virginity was a defining factor for a marriage.

A man should know everything

and being experienced

whereas a woman should stay at home
and wait for future husband.

Good and well-mannered girl was a desired wife to every family. It
was a common thesis all over Georgia.

Teimuraz II, 18th century poet in his piece ,, Mirror Tales“ mentions
that nicely dressed bride is brought to be seen and met by a groom. This
isa part of aceremony known in Folk literature as examining a bride.

A matchmaker is a well- known character of Mengrelian Folk
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literature.

Often families grantedahuge authority to a matchmaker. They
could marry even unsuitable couple that proved the skillfulness and
professionalism of a matchmaker.Professional matchmaker, agile, dipstick
and liar totally differed from honest and decent intermediary.

At some point both matchmaker and an intermediary were working
at the same time both trying to match the couple but using the different
methods. All above said shows that matchmaking was a common practice
all over Georgia but slightly different by regions. Young woman’s family,
breed, mother, her skillfulness in household matters, beauty and loyalty
to family were valued the most.Gradually, apart from good breed, family,
beauty and personal features, bride’s dowry became one of essential
factors for successful marriage. Even today, this issue plays decisive role
in marriage negotiations. Young men had to give preference to women
with dowry and ignore his personal feelings. This was the case with poor
people, who could not afford rich dowry and thus had no chance to get
married.

Gradually the preconditions of marriage have changed. Matchmaking
disappeared, a dowry got not that much important and love took priority.
Young people marry by love and their parents play no more crucial
role in their marriage matters, which becomes the reason of parent’s
dissatisfaction. This dissatisfaction of old generation is illustrated in folk
literature by following saying still in use: young people do not have to
blame anyone but himself or herself. Let them marry those they choose
by themselves®.

Chapter III
Wedding Ceremony and Verse-songs Related to it

The foundations of society and the State have their roots in the
family institute, which is basing on marriage. Marriage customs are
well structured and passed from generation to generation. Ethnography
is a discipline protecting traditions and customs. Folklore is not only
aboutstudding past. Along with society developing folklore was developing
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and enriching by new topics.

Wedding poetry is a part of a Ritual Poetry complex.

Marriage is sixth out of seven Christian sacraments, which are
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharistia, Confession,The Anointing of the
Sick,Marriage and Holy Orders.

Marriage starts with wedding, the first large ceremony. Some
pagan rituals were incorporated into Christianity and became its organic
component.

Wedding preparation was long process Mengrelians followed
thoroughly. A complex of customs and rituals are metand respected
before the wedding ceremony actually took place. Wedding was the most
significant moment in couple’s life together. In neighboring regions,the
wedding customs were different but still common features could be
observed.

In Samegerlo as in other parts of Georgia sexual relations before the
marriage was strongly condemned. Suitable age for marriage was 14-16
years formen and 13 for girls. Later in XVII-XVIII was 23-24 for men and
16-17 girls.

When there were no obstacles the groom and bride were crowned
by the priest. After prayers, the priest gave a piece of holy wafer and glass
of wine firs to the groom and then to bride. At that moment, the bride
took away a veil and the groom could see her face the first time. Before
the wedding, the groom was not allowed to see the future wife’s face. Very
often, that was the moment when groom discovered that the bride was
changed and he could reject to marry her. The grooms were often cheated.
To marry their daughter to a man they liked, the bride’s parents could
show someone more beautiful than their daughter to groom’srelatives and
groom would only discover the lie when he was already married. In this
case, the groom had a right not to marry a woman. During the wedding
ceremony the priest-sewed groom and bride’s cloth to each other and
saying some prayers, he cut apart the sewed parts with a dagger.

Marriage between the relatives was strongly restricted by the
church and condemned by the society. In XIX century marriage between
the relatives was punished by eviction from the village and community,
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called ,,GISHAKHORAPA“.Wedding related traditions existed within
the society complied with those declared by the church and lead to the
conclusion: church played a crucial role in preservation family values
within Georgian society.

Christianity failed to eradicate pagan traditions entirely. Today
Christian traditions prevail among society and pagan customs and rites are
going to vanish. This proves greatness of Christianity.

Chapter IV
Some Aspects of Fictive Kinship and Folklore

To study a fictive kinship is of decisive importance for deeper
understanding of process of society’s development. Customs and traditions
preserved within population illustrates the ancient times they were used
in. Along with fading old traditions, the new ones, born with new reality
took their place. Nevertheless, the old customs are still exist within the
society and ,,fictive kinship“is we start to study the issue with.

The ways of fictive kinship are several and ,, MITORGINAPA® is one
of the, S Makaltia and T. Sakhokia describe the custom: ,, with preliminary
agreement a woman would adopt an unborn child from a pregnant
woman. To resemble the pregnant she would fix a pillow on her belly.
When the pregnant woman had her labors started she as well would lie
on the bed and act as delivering a baby. The newborn child was brought
to her and put into her bad this way the biological mother sunctioned the
adoption called in Mengrelian tradition as MITORGINAPA. The above
described simulation practiced in Samegerlo , was meant to show that link
between the child and its adopting mother was the same way strong as
if the latter would deliver the baby herself. By demonstrating biological
and genetic affinity a woman becomes a social mother while as biological
mother authorizes social motherhood. A group of scientists L. Melikset
Beg, G. Chitaia, S. Maklatia, T. Sakhokia) affiliate MITORGINAPA with
COUVADE (sympathetic pregnancy) as both customs have some features
alike.
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One of the manifestations of kinship is ,,SHVILNAPITSI“~ sworn
son or sworn daughter(squa(pu)chapili or squachapili in mengrelian). The
father of the family became a sworn father, his wife - a sworn mother and
their children -sworn sisters or sworn brothers.

One of the forms of fictive kinship was,,milk kinship. T. Sakhokia
mentions: if a woman breastfed a child despite of a reason, they become
relatives up to 7th generation.” In the past milk kinship was equal to
blood kinship but , in this case nursing mother and breastfeedingnot
blood played a role in relationship“ —says V1. Mgeladze. Among Caucasian
nations milk kinship and blood kinship was equally valued and respected.
In some parts of Guria breastfeed as an main idea of milk kinship might
took place in a church with family and a priest present. Milk kinship was
so highly valued that it could settle a conflict or feuds between families.
Example illustrating it was common in Samegrelo, Guria. In some parts of
Caucasus to reconciliate feuding families, a murder (sometimes forcefully)
would suck milk of his enemy’s mother and a conflict was considered to
be settled. Some other forms of fictive kinship were known in Samegrelo.
Marriage was prohibited between fictive relatives and their children.

Chapter V
or Wedding Feast and Related Verse-Songs

Wedding traditions and customs have been kept carefully up today.
Old written pieces are rich in describing those and one of thoseis ,, Kartlis
Tskhovreba® (Chronicle of Kartli). A historian of Regina Tamara speaks
about her wedding and gives rich material of traditions existing in XII
century among Georgian aristocrats but says nothing about lower class.
Wedding was accompanied with verses and songs. Most of them were
performed on the way to groom’s house. The customs and traditions are of
historical category. They appear and disappear at certain period of society
development and then archived.

Through the long period of its development Georgiansociety
created and developed certain way of life, traditions, customs and festive.
Traditions have changed along with country developing.
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In Mengrelian language dowry is called ,,OCHKUDURI“ which
literary means ,, what comes after an act of disrupition. From that comes
the name of an engaged girl ,MOCHKUDU® T.Sakhokia gives the
other definition of the word affiliating its meaning with ,,CHKVADUA*®
(3y350vo) — annihilation, whereas in, fact it comes from disruption (a
bride is disrupted from her parents family). After the weddingceremony,
the bride and a Makrioni (people accompanying the bride from the
church to home) headed to groom’s house. Close to groom’s house ahead
of Makrioni would appoint a person who went ahead and bring good news
to groom’s family. In front of a house,a female family member with a tray
met the man. The tray was full of various food and a boiled sheen of beef.
The messenger should have bite a piece of sheen (this part of a body is
linked to Achilles in Greek Mythology) meant the quickness and agility
of a messenger.

The messenger was to tell verses or songs and meet the rest of a
company on the way to groom’s place. The following verse told by Sabaia,
illustarates the above said:

I am Sabaia from Bargebi

I have not come alone

Butbrought many others with me.
Response from Iakob Gulua host’s side:

We butchered ten bulls

And doubt it’s not enough

Why did you bring with you

That many uninvited people?!

Then singing a ritual song ,,Kuchkhibedineri® everybody headed to
the house. The bride and groom went under the crossed swords and at
the entrance, the groom had to step on a plate and break it, symbolizing
the bride’s virginity and purity handed over to the groom. The bride
equivalent in Mengrelian language is ,,Utakhu® not broken, not touched
while as a woman lost her virginity was known as ,,takhili“ —broken,
touched, damaged.

The wedding supra was arranged in a large tent Sepa or Shepa. Men
were sitting on the right hand side, elderly first and then younger ones.
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Women were given left hand side sits. The tradition of allocating female
and male guests separately is described in Shushanik’s Matrimony, 5th
century Georgian literary work . The trace of a tradition is still vivid in
popular speech, when inviting guests to the table women are asked to take
one side and men the other side of the table. In modern life this tradition
has been changed. Ioseb Kobali, describes thetradition of sitting at the
table in his family in his manuscript: My father and five brothers were
sitting on one side of a fire lace. Father was sitting on a small chair and us,
boys were sitting on a long bench. On the other side of the fire place my
mother and my sisters were sitting. Mother was sitting on a small chair
and my sisters on along bench one next to other due to their age.
Therefore, men and women were sitting separately not only

during the big gathering and feasts but also at their homes during the
family meals. During the “Diara” wedding feast a head of the family
would appoint a head of feast , or master of ceremony called “Tamada
“in Georgian or “Tolumbash” in Mengrelian. Tolumbash would select
his deputy “Bilbbash” from bride’s side. Both terms “tolumbash” and
“Bilbash” come are Turkish influence in our language. Tolumbash and
Bilbash knew about their appointment a week before so during the whole
week they were eating salty maze bread to feel thirsty and consume a
lot of wine. Tolumbash performed poems dedicated to the newly married
couple. The poems were of a didactical charter and meant to teach groom
and bride their duties towards their new family members and relatives.
The following is blessing of the groom and bride:

A good fellow and a nice girl

are sitting next to each other.

May their union

Be happy and blessed.

May them have

Happy family life

And make their parents

Feel joyful seeing them

Some other:
Hey Olekhakhune,
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Also:

let’s lay the table and

And ask the guests in

hey Olekhakhune,

Don’t bother the bride

But kick out the bride’s best friend
Hey Olekhakhune,

Don’t bother Tolumbash

But kick the Bilbash out

of the party....

Hey, my brother Gujmakhan
Take a glass of wine me!

Some comic and funny poems were common during the wedding

celebration:

I live on a lowland

Bad weather is not rare in our area,

If I do not see you often

My love to you disappears.

My chonguri (Georgian musical instrument)
Made by good man

My husband, my poor husband

I picked by myself.

Mengrelian drinking chants and songs are of joyful character and

draws parallel to blessing toast existing in east Georgia. The following

Mengrelian drinking chant addresses a young dancer:

Dance my girl, make us amazed.
Where did you learn such a dance
Hary, harira, na

Hary,

Hary harira, na...

A person who could not drink wine was humiliated by others and

forced to leave the table;
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A man able to drink much wine was highly respected by Mengrelians.
Also a person good at telling poems, singing, joking was a desirable guest
at every party.

Roundelay was common during parties in all parts of Georgia. In
kartli and Imereti was sung and danced ,,Madly Makharobelsa®, in Adjara
— ,,Makruli“ and ,,Supruli“ ,,Hai nani“ ,,Nani da Nanai“and ,,Ohoi Nana“;
In samegrelo it was ,,Chaguna®, Svans danced on ,,Lile“ ,,Shina orgili,*
,,Itsibil batsbil®, ,,Rashovda“ and ,,Rashovda“. A master of ceremony, a
Tamada/ Tolumbash had to respect traditions and customs, drink as
much as he could not to get too drunk. After he finished leading ,,supra“
bilbash was to carry on. If Tamada, by some reasons, was not able to raise
alltraditional toasts, then Khatirbash, a person sitting next to Tamada is
responsible to continue leading ,,supra.”

Close to the end of feast was obligatory to drink ,, oulurkula® a toast
to guest, thank them and wish the safe travel back to their homes. This
last drink was important and not to drink it was considered a shame and

disrespect .
Hooi,do kula re Those who do not drink it, nana
Hooi,do kula re. Live death
Those who do not drink it, nana Hooi Dried up
Live death Hooi Dried up
Hooi leaving kula Those who do not drink it,
nana
Hooi leaving kula Live death.

This song above called ,,Oulurkula®“ is a very harmonious song ,
archaic and well known in Samegrelo.

As seen above ,,Diara“ and verse-songs related to this tradition
are organic parts of Georgian drinking chants. Mengrelian ,,Diara® is
indispensable in its essence and function from Georgian ,,supra“ culture.
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Chapter VI

On Family and Marriage Ancient Forms in Mengrelian Folk
Poetry

6.1. The right f First night in Mengrelian Folk Literature

The right of first night was exercised within the society at certain
period of its development. The folk literature keeps examples of above
custom and avails modern researchers to have material for discussion.

,»The right of first night“ a tradition belonged to certain historical
period and faded by the times. In the beginning, this rite was linked with
some religious beliefs, scarifying their virginity to pagan gods by virgin
females. The ritual had place at shrines and temples. Semyonov sees
connection between the rite and orgiastic festivals widespread in ancient
world. In compensation to use the,, right of the first night was adopted
some taxes. In Georgia it was known as ,, Sachekme® [ money given to buy
some shoes/boots].

Gomarteli in his essay ,,Excerpts from the Past® highlights the
existence of above custom in Georgia’s reality. He writes: In mediaeval
times law was adopted in Europe on ,right of the first night® which
allowed a noblemen to sexually entertain a woman on her wedding
night. The same law was exercised in Georgia, as well.“Nevertheless, non
of old Georgian historical texts speak of the rite existing in Georgia among
noblemen. Neither Beka Agbuga’s Justice, King Giorgi Brtskinvale texts,
Vakhtang’s Laws nor Teimuraz in his ,,Mirror Storytelling“ describing in
details marriage ritual says nothing about the tradition of ,, the right of the
first night“.By Iv.Surguladze ,,the right of the first right* was obviously
existed in XIX century. Even though the historical texts keep silent on this
issue, folk literature and literary texts prove the contrary. In this regards
Mengrelian folk literature and ethnographical materials offer interesting
material for discussion:

Old Times
That time peasants were afraid to protest
They would have their heads chopped off
I they did not obey to their masters
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If a peasant wanted to get married

He was not given proper cloths to wear

If he got married, the first night was his master’s.
These how they were punished.

Noblemen were sitting at the table

Sipping wine from golden and crystal glasses.

If a peasant dared to enter into ther room

He would lose his head.

It was hard time, no justice and mercy to peasants.

Someone Labadze, a bondman of Akaki Tsereteli’s father, living
in Samegrelo recalls ,,Dadiani [ Samegrelo ruling family] tortured their
bondmen severely. One Dadiani had a habit to sexually entertain the
brides of his peasants at their first night. Non of his bondmen was allowed
to marry without letting him exercise ,,the first night right®. In general,
this Dadiani was very cruel and bigoted man ill-treating his bondmen.

Labadze did not remember the name of that Dadiani ,, I did not need
to know his name , just his family name Dadiani was synonym of evil to
me*.

Text found in village Sachino, Tsalendjikha in 1973, reads” On her
first night, a bride was left alone. Next night she was taken to a nobleman.
It was called ,,Chkuale“ -putting a halter on {the bride}. If the nobleman
refused to share a night with the bride meant she was not good. Sometimes
bondman asked his master to have his wife for the first night himself. If
the master rejected his wife, it was considered as insult for the groom. The
whole village could humiliate him not being able to marry a good girl.

The same custom was observed among Areshidze family, noblemen
from Racha region. They ill- treated their bondmen and demanded high
taxes from their peasants and charging them with unbearable services.
Areshidze’s became so bold that took ,,the first night right“. That caused
riots among lower class and decided to kill the hated master. A leader of
the conspiracy was a peasant Lobzhanidze who wanted to get married
but did not want his master to share the night with his fiancée. The
whole village supported him. They managed to bribe an old woman and
Areshidze’s butler to keep an eye on Areshidze’s movement. One day,

69



three brothers Areshidze went hunting. On the way two of them were
killed by ambushed villagers, the third managed to escape and made his
way towards Chiora. When trying to cross Rioni river an old woman
crying approached him and asked to help her cross Rioni. Areshidze took
her on his horseback. When the horse reached the mid of the river the
old woman pushed the hated master into the water. Areshidze and the old
woman both fell into the water and drown.

,»The First Night Right“ was exercised in Abkhazia in 19th century.
It was known in Guria also ,,when a peasant got married the bride first
had to be introduced to his master who used the right of first night” . In
Guria the peasants were not heavily oppressed that why the custom soon
disappeared® - tells Gudavadze.

It was different in Kartli, where Nakashidzes, Amilakhvars were
very keen on using their right to ,,first night. Nobody dared to get married
without taking the bride to his master first“ — recalls Chichinadze.

History of humankind changed the character of this ugly tradition
and rejectedit entirely by the years.

6.2 Kidnapping the bride

Tradition to marry a woman by kidnapping was described not
onlyin historical and ethnographical texts but also myths, eposes and folk
literature of ancient nations.

Marriage by kidnapping was widespread rite among Georgian tribes.
Historical and ethnographical literature of Georgia is rich with examples
and texts. Folk literature mirroring the customs and rites being enrooted
in people’s lives has much to share on bride kidnapping tradition.
Tradition of having wedding company, telling wedding poems and songs
prove the widespread of the tradition. In some parts of Georgia bride
kidnapping was seen as an act of bravery. Bride kidnapping had various
reasons but mostly the high price to be paid to bride’s family was the
main one. Fictive kidnapping was pre agreed and mutually arranged with
bride’s family. In this case sending men to return the bride was fictive.
Except economic reasons were some others as well: love between young
people not approved by their families, animosity, social difference....we

70



have at hand texts illustrating of above said. A poem ,,Pheasant in Shatili“
speaks about bride kidnapping. Vainakhs attacked Goderdzi fortress in
Akhadi and kidnapped a woman they were looking for. On their way
back home, someone called Tadiauri from Pshavi met them. He noticed
that the woman was crying and asked the reason. He was told that the
woman was supposed to marry a young and handsome young man being
with them. Tadiari got angry having heard that, killed all seven Chechens,
liberated the woman and took her to her parents.
A small verse speaks of relatives looking for abducted bride:
Have anyone seen a woman kidnapped in the morning?!
They were seen in Chargali, singing ,,Jvari Tsinasa“
They [relatives] are not going to tolerate with this boldness.
From the verse above it’s obvious that even the bride was kidnapped
she was not worried because people taking her seemed quite gay singing a
song. It’s worth mentioning that despite of bride having been abducted the
families would reach an agreement and everything finished with wedding.
Of course, abductors had to pay some fine. Taking abducted girl back to
her family was considered a shame to both families and insult to groom
is family. Therefore groom’s family did their best arrange everything
in benefit or groom. The below poem illustrates above said(recorded in
Chargali 1938-alexi Kuntsashvili):
Bride’s father came called Akhala,
Mutruka asked him to calm down
Get away, said Akhala- I am looking for my daughter only.
Please don’t reject our food and drinks
You will not see your daughter even don’t try.
You see Gogolauri , they are all brave fellows.
We will offer you some cattle to take.
Apareka is begging Ketevan , the bride
Not to go with her father and leave Alexi is desperation.
In Tusheti if a woman rejected the groom, denied to marry her
betrothed or being married left her husband’s family, his relatives would
ban her from getting married for seven years. That was called , kvetilShi
Cagdeba’ and a woman called®, Kvetiliani“. A man willing to marry the
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,»Kvetiliani“ had to pay a big ransom to her ex-husband and his family.
If her ex-husband’s family did not agree on any ransom, the new
groom kidnapped her.Like Tusheti, Pshavi and KhevsureTi, in Savneti
kidnapping a bride was quite widespread. Rafiel Ersitavi mentions that
one fourth of the men have their wives kidnapped. Kidnapping a bride in
Svaneti had several reasons: firstly, women were less than men in Svaneti
and secondly, Svans cannot imagine a house without a woman. Wife for
them was a friend and companion doing the same job asthe man. Bride
kidnapping was considered a severe insult in Svaneti and could lead to
family feuds for generations.

Bride kidnapping consists some elements Monogamous marriage. A
kidnapped woman lost the right for second marriage and a man would only
get a wife by kidnapping. Bride kidnapping was seen, as a fact in Svaneti
and woman’s parents must have accepted it and ask no URVADI (tribute
money). The church was against the kidnapping and kidnapped bride was
banned to be married in church. Not only single but also a married woman
could be kidnapped in Svaneti. (,,if a single woman is kidnapped, groom pays
two coes to her family. If a married woman is kidnapped, the groom pays
4 cows. If a priest marries kidnapped bride he is banned from his duties®).

You are a bride, I am a best man
All Letsirde (village) will know
I'll kidnap Gvadia’s wife and
Marry her Varlamia.

In Samegerlo,a young couple could only marry by consent of their
parents. Preliminarily the families would appoint an intermediary to
get know everything about their future son or daughter —in —law. The
middleman would investigate if there were any kin ties between the
families. Ulikely Svaneti and mountainous regions of Georgia, marriage
between even remote relatives was strictly prohibited.

In Samegrelo a man would not marry a woman of same family name
as his mother or milk-mother, neither of family name of adopted child
nor his relative. That tradition was strictly watched and those breaching
it would be expelled from the community. If a man and his family liked a
woman but her family was against their marriage, the man would kidnap
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the bride and hide her from her family for a year. To secure himself from
being left he took the bride by force. After one year, bride’s family usually
got a note about their daughter but did not reconcile with the groom. The
elderly men would define a tribute to be paied by the groom’s family to
bride’s. It was cattle, money or any other. If a woman had a child but that
time, her family would accept the groom but never had a good relationship
with him because they felt insulted.

For groom and his family bride kidnapping was an act of bravery and
fame. ,,Ginotkurapa“ asking the bride out of the house and then kidnap,
was one of the forms of bride kidnapping. The kidnapped bride was much
respected by her husband’s relatives. She showed her superiority and self-
esteem kidnapping the bride meant the recognition of her qualities and
superiority.

The below poem reads of bride kidnapping custom ,, Dzgabish
Khvamilapa®

The groom is coming with a big company
He sneaked into the bride’s house from the back door
He was not welcomed so he forced into the house
The head of the company tell [the girl]: get up, get up
Your fate is waiting for you at the door.
Between the bride and head starts a conversation:

Get up, girl and put your cloths on
Neither better than you nor equal to you
Will marry you
This boy is fool to like you that

Bride’s mother:
Hey everybody come out.
Let’s look around and shout,
The strangers forced into the house,
Don’t stand still and watch.

The groom responds from outside:
What are they doing for so long?
‘What are they talking about?
I can hear the guns fire!
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Is the girl against it?

It’s not new for me,

Push her to put on her cloths
And take her out quickly!

Neighbors:

Don’t you see what’s going on?

The girl is going to be kidnapped,
How can we tolerate this offense
What will we tell to her parents?!

From the text above is obvious that the girl’s opinion does not
count. The groom wants to take her by force. Kidnapping the bride is
an illustration of male power in patriarchal society. The groom tries to
demonstrate his superiority and subdue her to himself.

Another text describes the case when the girl is abducted by the
better man than she is.

Come on girl, put on your cloths the people are waiting,

The better man wants to marry you not the one like you are,
Pepu Mikava is with us, your friend.

How can you say no, you might be crazy!

The elderly decided you two get married.

Don’t say anything, it’s all in vain.

We came to take you, Pepu asked us to,

If you are not coming yourself, we have to tie you.

Anyway, we can say thatsociety never approved the bride kidnapping
at any phase of itsdevelopment. .

Three independent forms are known: 1. Kidnapping by force;2.
Kidnapping by mutual agreement and 3. Fictive kidnapping. Up IXX
the century was also practiced another type of kidnapping, ,,Pioshi,”
in particular: if a bondman was not able to fulfil some pre-marriage
conditions from his patron, would lead to non- approval of the marriage by
anobleman. In that case, the bondman would escape and kidnap his bride.
They would go other nobleman and seek his protection and patronage.

,.Pioshi® is a Mengrelain word means,“moving freely.,,Pioshi“ were
called those peasantsin Samurzakano who flee from their patron’simpunity.
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Peasants were obliged to pay to her patron some money, so called ,,for
boots“. Without payment that money the patron did not allow her to get
married. Payment ,, for boots“ often reached 20- 30 Tumans which was
not the little money to be paid by the groom.

6.3 Taking the Bride for the Water

literature. Studding marriage institute is an important issue, as much
of it still needs to be researched. Some religious rites of social aspects
can be considered as one of those. Meeting the bride her new family,
community, environment is one of the aspects of marriage institute to be
looked deeper.

Accepting the new member in the family was divided into three
stages: Introducing the bride to the hearth; 2. Taking the bride for the
water; 3. Taking the bride out in the community.

Here we look into the second aspect: taking the bride to the water. A
custom common in entire Georgia with slight difference region by region.

To help the bride meet her new relatives, she was taking to the
water. This element has its roots to paganism, in particular to Goddess of
Fertility.

In Khevsureti the bride refrained to go for the water for three days.
After three days, she was going there alone. If the bride could not find the
spring was seen as useless. In Khevsureti, Maturi community the bride was
pushed into the water. This custom was called ,, splashing in the water*.

Water in ancient Georgian tribes was a symbol of fertility. The topic
has been studied by Mzia Makalatia:,,In Samegrelo when the bride is taken
for the water, a married woman, mother of a large family and the brides
best friend splash some water to the bride, this blessing her with fertility®.

More or less the custom was the same in every region of Georgia.
The bride was not allowed to go out of the house for a few days. After that
she accompanied with other young married women went to for the water.
At the water, the company had a small picnic, and then filled the vessel
with some water and all gaily and happily heading back.

Ther is not much examples preserved in the folk literature, describing
this custom. Here is on of them:
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A new bride

Famous for her beauty
Is going to the water
With her young friends
They are laughing gaily
And splashing the water.
it’s today and tomorrow
She will go by her own.

Eggs were considered as symbol of fertility. Taking the bride to
the water, her friends and neighbors would put eggs into the water and
blessing the married woman to have many children.

Some researchers parallel this rite with ancient beliefs to marry
the young woman to water spirits (Kagarov, Zelenin, Nederle) when she
supposed to gift her virginity to the God of water.

Bringing water was woman’s job. Young women going for water
sang special songs mostly known in East Georgia. The songs were love,
family and humorous content. Therefore, they were divided into two
groups: love and domestic. Going to the water was divided into three
phases: going to the water; taking some water and returning. The songs
sang on this occasion should as well be divided into three stages but this
division cannot be traced in Georgian folk literature.

In mountainous regions of east Georgia taking the bride for the
water has the same plot. In the early afternoon, newly married couple,
together with young neighbors and their best friends go to the water. On
the way, they sing songs and joke. The bride take with her three loafs
of bread, baked by her mother in law, candles and wine. At the spring,
bride’s best friend cuts the bread, lights the candles; bless the water in
the spring. Then the bride fills up her water vessel and singing and joking
the company starts back. The rite is to show the bride where to bring the
water from and introduce her to the village spring water.

Nowadays, tradition oftaking the bride to the water can only be met
in some examples of folk.
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Conclusion

Working on the research revealed some characteristics of Mengrelian
Marriage folk literature. Mythologeme, archetypical plot, syntagmatic
construction, associative and metaphorical image. Archetypical models
are often used in their direct or indirect meaning.

Mengrelian marriage folk literature has to be reviewed in the context
of historical, domestic social factors. Something what seems irrational is
quite rational in the prism of various accompanying factors. Furthermore,
if a poem is linked with a certain rite or custom, it often serves as a detailed
description. Above research proves the said.

The above research aimed to analyze Mengrelian folk literature, an
important part of Georgian folk literature. Mengrelain folk poetry has all
the genres characteristic to Georgian folk literature in general.

In the process of analysis, cultural function of Mengrelian marriage
folk literature, in construction of individual and national identity and
creating final version of traditional texts.

Folk texts have been reviewed through esthetic systems highlighting
their national ideas and forms.

No wonder that in the epoch of rapid progress of technology,
civilization and culture has its negative impact on folk literature resulted
in latter’s being forgotten or ignored. Now It is hard to say what will
happen with Mengrelian folk literature after the centuries but one is
obvious, this aspect of cultural heritage will be priceless.

Publications to Academic research:

1. Nana Abukadze - Engagement in samegrelo, Zugdidi Teaching
University Academic treatise N 4 Zugdidi, 2010, p139-141.

2. Nana Abuladze - Fictive Kinship, Sh. Meskhia Zugdidi State
Teaching University, Treatise N4. Tbilisi 2011, p. 105-113.

3. Nana Abuladze - Wedding and wedding rituals in Samegrelo. Sh.
Meskhia Zugdidi State Teaching University, Treatise N6. Tbilisi 2011, p.
68-78.

77



4. Nana Abuladze - DIARA or wedding feast and its verse-songs.
St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University Of the Patriarchate of
Georgia. Humanitarian Science and Law. Scientific works, Volume IV,
Thilisi 2015. P155-165.

5. Nana Abuladze - ,,Ochokochi® phenomenon in Mengrelian Folk
Literature. Presentation-treatise at International Scientific Society, Beliefs
Committee Conference. Zugdidi October 1-4, 2014. P. 98-101.

6. Nana Abuladze - On family and Marriage Ancient Forms Issue in
Mengrelian Folk Literature. ,,the Right of the First Night“. St. Andrew
the First-Called Georgian University Of the Patriarchate of Georgia.
Humanitarian Science and Law. Scientific works, Volume, Thbilisi 2017.

7. Nana Abuladze - On family and Marriage Ancient Forms Issue in
Mengrelian Folk Literature. Bride Kidnapping.Sh. Meskhia Zugdidi State
Teaching University, Treatise Tbilisi 2017.

78









