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Summary

Protection of personal data is one of the basic human rights in democratic
societies and relevant institutions and regulations exist for its realization.
Government of Georgia undertook significant steps toward protection of personal
data in recent years. This was reflected in the establishment of personal data
protection guarantees in legislation. In particular, Parliament of Georgia adopted
Law of Georgia on Personal Data Protection in December 28, 2011, representing
an important instrument for protection of citizens’ personal data. In the beginning
of 2013 Data Protection Authority — Office of the Personal Data Protection
Inspector was established, which is mandated to monitor legitimacy of personal
data processing in Georgia.

Besides, state of personal data protection in the country plays crucial
importance to the Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic integration process. Over the years, the
EU has paid particular attention to this issue. By signing the Association
Agreement with the EU on June 27, 2014, Georgia committed itself to implement
European standards in personal data protection and to carry out institutional
reforms in this field. It is noteworthy, that along with systematic reforms
cooperation with the EU member states requires establishment of modern
standards of personal data protection in public and private sectors in Georgia,
sharing of best international practice, further development of this field and its
modernization. In addition, in the process of implementation of modern standards,
equal attention shall be payed to the issuance of publications, papers, programmes,
methodic and practical guidelines based on scientific research as well as
establishment of university disciplines and conduct of other educational activities
(such as training courses, workshops, round tables, discussions, etc.) that are
revised and adjusted to the contemporary state of play. On the one hand, this will
provide valuable assistance to the interested individuals, and on the other, it will
simplify and accelerate implementation of modern standards in Georgia.

Personal data protection constitutes protecting of an individual from
infringement of his/her privacy, preventing its illegal use or threat to alteration. It
shall be mentioned, that development of this field in Georgia has started only four
years ago. Therefore, personal data protection and subsequent problems, both in
terms of academic research and practical use, constitutes a new phenomenon for
Georgian legislation. Taking into account such reality, identification and
assessment of problems related to personal data processing and protection in public
institutions constitutes an important challenge; paying more attention to personal
data protection and establishment of additional legislative regulations became
particularly important in the era of development of computer and biotechnology,
digitalization processes and scientific progress.

This paper addresses processing of special categories of data (sensitive data)
in public sector in Georgia and subsequent problems, international experience and
establishment of effective management methods; development of such methods
plays crucial importance to the protection of sensitive data in the country.



Following research objectives are set and solved in the presented

dissertation work:

» Definition of personal data, including sensitive data, and its development;

» National standards of sensitive data processing in public sector,
international experience in this area and comperative analysis;

» Analysis/assessment of problems related to the processing and protection of
sensitive data in public sector in Georgia.

» Recommendations for the protection of sensitive data in public sector in
Georgia.

Widely disseminated and well-tested methods in the scientific field were
used in solving above mentioned tasks. These include but are not limited to:
historical-comparative, logical, systematic - structural, functional, content analysis,
situational analysis, synthesis, study and comparison of documents.

Based on the results of data processing and surveys, theoretical
methodological basis is designed to facilitate the establishment of effective data
management to protect sensitive data in public sector in Georgia.

This paper addresses basic problems in processing and protection of
sensitive data in public sector, concrete examples are discussed and hindering
circumstances to the protection of sensitive data are identified.

The paper includes recommendations for effective management and
protection of sensitive data in public sector in Georgia.
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