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Ilia Chavchavadze — founder of liberal thinkingin Georgia (freedom and private property)

Omar Gogiashvili,
Professor at Georgian Technical University

The aspects of coincidence of fundamental principles of classical liberalism and political worldview of Ilia
Chavchavadzeis obvious in all prime values, including the nature of interrelations between freedom and private
property, which was studied by Ilia Chavchavadzefor a long period of time.

In Ilia Chavchavadze’s view, the conceptual organism of liberalism is created by a number of fundamental theses,
with the main thesis being freedom as the key criterion of democracy and humaneness of a political regime. Pri-
vate property, as the most significant social value, is connected to freedom by establishing direct, cause and effect
relationships with it. The application of the right to freedom and private property unlocks creative potential of an
individual, and on the basis of this core conceptual element, other components of the particular way of life called

liberal cohabitation are formed.
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Ilia Chavchavadze’s “Common Ground Theory” consists of more than two dozen legal, political, socio-economic g
and moral principles. Its main general sociological principle is to restore the process of natural-historical develop- &
ment of the country and its further development in new time and political space. Practical use of that theory is %
important task for Georgian society. 2
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Ilia Chavchavadze’s concepet of universal welfare

focused on European values

Abstract

The paper deals with Ilia’s concept and shows us its further practical results. Ilia has shown his vision about
importance of European values. He described the ways of European standards adjusting to our life features. In his
opinion the mentioned would help us to improve our lives and provide with the national identity protection.
Though Georgia has been successfully implementing the policy of mutual beneficial cooperation with the EU, the

Shota Veshapidze

Ministry of Defence of Georgia

lepl David Agmashenebeli

National Defence Academy of Georgia
Professor

study of Ilia’s opinions is the most interesting and relevant.

Ilia has formed the main basic values of Georgian variety of economic liberalism, the foremost of which is the

ability to create some opportunities for further economic development.

He substantiated with arguments need for free trade, open economy, government liberal intervention, liberal

taxes. He believed that the most necessary for his country was to be involved in the economic processes of economic

integration processes. In order to ensure the country’s economic promotion, he considered on enlarging labour

productivity and reasonable deepening of specialization, also the creation of competitive environment, to find the

659R300 05’4’06%
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necessary investments, to overcome monopolies. He thought that the common economic prosperity was prevented [

significantly by the private property insecurity, by bureaucracy, the corruption, the lack of economic reform and E

the institutionalization, the lack of professionalism, the lining of local peculiarities.

Even a century and a half ago Ilia Chavchavadze realized the Georgian and European spiritual relations and the

goods that our country could get by sharing leading European values. Ilia thought that these values were parochial

and were acceptable for everyone, as it allowed us to make the progress unrecoverable. By Ilia’s opinion the imple-
mentation of European values will protect the rights of every person and of the nation in whole, democracy, free-
dom of speech, the minorities, the law rule, life, liberty, property, equality, harmony and understanding, also can
be a means to increase the welfare. Their implementations will require different approaches in different countries.
Keywords: each human’s happiness welfare, economic integration, European values, local peculiarities.
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Ilia Chavchavadze - the founder of liberal thinking in Georgia

Erekle Ugrelidze
Doctorate of Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

Abstract

Ilia Chavchavadze’s concept of national and social progress was based on liberalism. Freedom of personality,

universal equality before the law, provision of private property as well as free labor by the state were the most

important human achievements and they would be necessarily set as Georgia’s development vectors.
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Ilia Chavchavadze in the context of liberalism

Otar Janelidze,

Professor
Resume

The article discusses the background and difficulties of spreading of liberal ideas in the second half of the 19th
century in Georgia and the role of Ila Chavchavadze and other Tergdaleulis in this case.

According to observations of Andrew Haywood, a famous researcher of political ideologies, in Continental Eu-
rope of the 19th century, nationalism meant liberalism and vice versa. As an illustration of this view in the work
there is examined the fact that the Tergdaleulis themselves in parallel with the national ideology implemented prin-
ciples of liberalism in Georgia in order to accelerate the nation’s advance and development.

Here it is emphasized that liberal topics (liberty, private property, rule of law, individualism, peace primacy,
human rights and obligations etc.) held significant place in Ilia Chavchavadze’s public-political conclusion. Ilia was
thoroughly familiar with the theories of many theorist and ideologist of liberalism, trying to adjust their essence to

reality of Georgia and thus make liberal ideas acceptable for Georgian public.
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Ilia Chavchavadze about women’s rights

Khatuna Berishvili

Doctor of Economy, Associate Professor. Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

Abstract

bOR0 33(M6(M3AOLB(O) THE NE

Feminism is acknowledgement of women’s rights in social, cultural, economic, political spheres of life and their 2
equality with the rights of men. The ideas of feministic character first appeared in Old China. In Georgia in XIX “?
century sharp criticism started on the conservative approach to the functions of women. Georgia of XXI century, of
post-Soviet, post-colonial epoch is just the country, for which still of greatest importance and most necessary are the
ideas of writer and public figure Ilia Chavchavadze, expressed in “About the Rights of Women”. Ilia Chavchavadze
put forward the issue of women. He recognized the equal right of women in all branches of the public life. Most
widely Ilia Chavchavadze’s name is mentioned in the present-day Georgia. In fact, he is the personality, the author-
ity, shared undoubtedly by all the social and intellectual layers in Georgia. We should connect Ilia Chavchavadze’s

name with the fact that today in Georgia of XXI century “the rights of women” are recognized and protected.
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Reincarnation of Georgian Historical Consciousness in the Phenomenon of Ilia Chavchavadze

(Towards Modern Conceptualization)

It is shown in the paper that the role and significance of history in the genesis, shaping and the process of sub-
sequent gradations hold a special — it may be said, central — place in the system of Ilia Chavchavadze’s world view
values; as well as the necessity of comprehensive conseptualization of the nation’s memory of its own past.

The historical resemblance and genetic link of Chavchavadze’s national conception with the idea statehood of
Grigol Khandzteli 9th century Georgian ecclesiastic thinker are stressed.

The course of Chavchavadze’s thought, insight into the essence of developments and the pathos of his judge-
ment show us how clear-cut and keen is this perception and interpretation of history as a process, how close to his
heart is the past, present and future of his fatherland, and how his “soul” is a fellow-traveler of any span or dimen-

sion of Georgia’s time and moment.

The present paper serves the highlighting of this once more.
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Fundamental Methodological Issues of Ilia Chavchavadze’s Doctrine and Modernity
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Doctor of Economics, Professor of Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University,
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Conclusion

It is known that the contribution of writer, publicist and public figure Ilia Chavchavadze is invaluable in the
history of the Georgian nation. Along with this, his contribution is also of great importance in the development
of history of economic thought, and his economic considerations today do not lose urgency. In the opinion of Ilia
Chavchavadze, economic strength of Georgia, even in conditions of endless wars, was determined by the historical
forms of land ownership, which in Georgia of that period was far more justly organized than in other countries.

Full collection of Ilia Chavchavadze’s works was published in1956. The seventh volume of 10-volume collection
“Letters on the issues of agriculture” is a chrestomathy of the Georgian economy. If we make systematization of Ilia
Chavchavadze’s economic considerations, several important problems can be outlined, which attract his special at-
tention. They are on: market economy, money, land, banking activity, etc. Ilia Chavchavadze’s heritage is very im-
portant today, when the country stands on the way to integration with Europe, and liberal approach in his thinking

is still topical and significant.
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Ilia chavchavadze’s opinion about Economic principles of Liberalism and Protectism

Jemal Kharitonashvili
Summay

The issues of economic protectionism and liberalism became the subject of discussion for Georgian thinkers in
thesecond half of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century.

In his article”Customs Policy, Free trade and Protectionism in Europe” published in 1882, Ilia Chavchavadze
noted that in that period not a singlenewspaper or magazine could be found with no discussion on free trade or pro-
tectionism. There was not any publicist who would not suggest either of these systems to their government.

In the above-mentioned article I. Chavchavadze shows preference forfree trade and economicliberalism.
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Ilia Chavchavadze’s views about foreign investments and modernity

Loid Karchava

Doctor of Business Administration
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The views of Ilia Chavchavadze regarding foreign investments are discussed in this article. A specific example
is also presented to which Ilia Chavchavadze dedicated a special work. The negative and positive sides of foreign LSD
investments are analyzed in the specific case. What role would have been played by this kind of investments for the &

, L . . y - . ey
country’s economy. Foreign investments should not only be the business that meets investors’ interests, it should also ¢

protect the economic and national interests of the local population.
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Ilia Chavchavadze about the international specialization of Georgian economy
Zurab Mtchedlishvili

Ilia Chavchavadze’s economic views are consistent with the classical economic doctrine, which means free, open
market economy; free trade; competition and private property. According to classical economic doctrine, at first,
equity is created in agriculture, then it’s moved in industry and at last goes abroad.

According to Ilia, one of the most important factors in determining economic specialization is the national pe-
culiarities, historical experience.For Georgia, due to historical experience and peculiarities, economic specialization
was seen in agriculture, especially viticulture and winemaking.

Georgia has gained freedom, but has many problems, most of which are economical, or have economical basis.
Reforms are underway in different spheres, so we consider the discussion of Ilia’s work is very important because
protection the interests of the nation and society was his primary aim.
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Ilia and modernity

Murman Kvaratskhelia

The article discusses Ilia Chavchavadze’s views of the most significant problem - land strategy. At the same time

Ilia described the ways to maintain identity and national spirituality in the globalization epoch.

The article also discusses some negative results, which could be followed by “the failure of national traditions

»

and if we understand and analyze our past, “if we realize value of national traditions” and will be focused on educa-

tion, that will give the greatest potential opportunity to create successful future and at the same time maintain the

originality of our country.
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by Ilia

Ilia Chavchavadze was one of the most prominent person in the second half of 19thcentury in Georgia. His in-
sights about developing of our country and about future of the world is quitesignificant andastonishes us how deep

43]

um

3

Nodar Chinchaladze ©

Research Fellow of “New Economic School-Georgia“ g
S

e

©

>

he knew details of world’s economical and political situation. For modern Georgians he is known as writer and pub- 3

lisher mostly, very less people knows about his works in economics whereas its clear that he understands the subject ~
much better that modern Georgians. He was a clear proponent of free market and free trade.

Most of countries had prominent persons like Ilia Chavchavdze, they played definitively important role trying to ..o
develop their country but only the countries choosing Ilia’s way were succeeded (their Ilia).

We didn’t choose that way at the beginning of 20th century, Ilia was killed in 1907 by social-democrats, but
Georgian people killed him ten years later when this same social-democrat party was elected by the first Georgian

parliament.

Ilia Chavchavadze was prominent person and had a great role in history of Georgia, in his works he showed the
way to reach success . His views are still most important.
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Ilia Chavchavadze’s economy and the state

George Chkhikvadze

«

Research Fellow of “New Economic School-Georgia

In the above mentioned article are considered political-economical views of Ilia Chavchavadze . His kind of
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model is obviously giving advantage to the British and Belgian attitude, it boosts a private-property principle and §[
asserts, that having a private interest and a gain oriented agriculture (economy) are the only efficient stimulus for 2
branch development.

Exactly the very alike position is held by Ilia Chavchavadze about the government functions in the different
spheres of economics. There are reviewed works, where it is clear, that for Ilia Chavchavadze property protection is
the main function of government, while country welfare for him means people well-being. Therefore he condemns

any politics, which limits people’s free choice and cooperation, as inside the country, as outside of its borders.
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