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Russian intelligence
services may have mur-
dered the Russian business
oligarch, Boris Berezovksy,
who had been granted
political asylum in the
United Kingdom after the
Russian government issued
warrants for his arrest for
corruption and tax evasion.

Nikolai Glushkov, one of Be-
rezovsky’s oldest friends, told the
British newspaper, the Guardian,
that a close friend of Berezovsky
had emerged from his house be-
lieving he may have been mur-
dered.

The Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) had accused the
billionaire of providing financial
support to Chechen militants
during their conflicts with the
Russian government, to destabi-
lize the leadership of Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, who
had ridden to power on a wave
of a public approval for his hard-
line stance on the separatist re-
gion of Chechnya.

They also allege he provided
support to the militants who car-
ried out a wave of bloody and
brutal terrorist attacks on Rus-
sian soil, including the Beslan
massacre and the Moscow the-
atre siege, in revenge for the
Russian Federal Government’s
military response in Chechnya,
Ingushetia and Dagestan.

According to various sources
and eyewitness, Russia’s south-
ern neighbour Georgia had been
used to launch these terrorist at-
tacks.

These havens existed pre-

dominately in the Pankisi Gorge
of Eastern Georgia, located close
to border of the Russian Federa-
tion.

Berezovsky had also made no
secret of his close ‘association’
with the former Russian FSB of-
ficer, Alexander Litvinenko,
who British intelligence services
claim was murdered by agents
working for Russian intelligence.

Litvinenko, who was also
granted asylum in the UK,  caused
problems for his former ‘han-
dlers’ and became  an outspoken
critic of the Russian govern-
ment’s conduct of the Chechen
wars.

Speaking in confidence to
Tim Byrnes, an Australian jour-
nalist now in Georgia, back in
2008 a FSB colonel claimed that
Berezovsky had provided finan-
cial backing to the Chechen mil-
itants in order to help them wage
war against the Russian govern-
ment.

“After the Beslan massacre,
in North Ossetia, Berezovsky
hoped to provoke the North
Ossetians to attack the neigh-
bouring Islamic separatist regions
of Chechnya, Ingushetia and
Dagestan, to avenge the murder
of more than 300 innocent ci-
vilians, mostly children, who
were taken hostage by Chechen
militants,” the FSB colonel
claimed.

According to the colonel, a
bigger war in Russia would incite
a larger military response by the
Russian federal government.

It was thought that once the
Russia’s southern republics in the
turbulent Northern Caucasus re-
gion would be set ablaze then

other Russian regions would fol-
low and a larger and costlier con-
flict would erupt.

These and other serious alle-
gations have also been made by
other sources over the years, due
to Berezovsky’s close connec-
tions with the Georgian govern-
ment and other networks of pa-
tronage, and his links to foreign
intelligence services, including
the CIA and MI6.

 “He also wanted to draw the
Russian government into anoth-
er war in the hope that this would
destroy the Russian govern-
ment’s credibility at home and
abroad,” the FSB colonel said.

The colonel also claimed that
“Berezovksy was working with
American and British Intelligence,
who also wanted to destabilise a
Russia that was rising economical-
ly and militarily” after years of
mayhem and decline before the
advent of Vladimir Putin.

DEMISE OF BORIS
BEREZOVKY

Aside from these oft-repeat-
ed allegations, Berezovsky’s

More Dangerous Dead than Alive:
Boris Berezovsky Unexpectedly Dies in London
By HYMAN KAMENOWSKY AND TIM BYRNES, GT

links with financial mechanisms
and crime syndicates are most
revealing.  Here some actual
materials contained in investi-
gative dossiers as shared with the
editor of the Georgian Times
over the years. The British and
international media is covering
this story from many angles;
there are various theories, and
so not to repeat what is being
written and conspiracy theories
examined. We seek to provide
the readers of GT with a better
understanding of why Boris Ber-
ezovky may be more dangerous
dead than alive.

But first, let’s play the dev-
il’s advocate and ask how can you
hang yourself and be found on
the bathroom floor and the po-
lice say that no-one else was in-
volved? Maybe the rope conve-
niently snapped after he died? It
could be hypothesized that he
just jumped and broke his neck
while breaking the rope. The
British police would not leave
such a gaping question without

having an answer for it. They
will only release as much infor-
mation as is necessary without
hampering their investigation.

NOTES CONTAINED IN
INVESTIGATIVE DOSSIERS

Dating from 2005, we share
information about Berezovky, “I
am looking forward to your feed-
back and how we may be able to
compare notes. I am especially
interested in the finer details of
a story published back in 2003
“Times on Friday: BP’s Geor-
gian pipeline bother with bot-
tler,” By Carl Mortished, Inter-
national Business Editor, and the
larger picture of what goes on
within the money laundering
networks and the connections
with Gazprom and Kremlin
structures, including those of
Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifa al
Nahyan, son of Abu Dhabi’s
crown prince, and his links to
Berezovksy, the Borjomi Min-
eral water company, Georgian
banks, and the Georgian govern-
ment under Mikheil Saakashvili.

As Carl Mortished wrote in
the article “BP was embroiled
in a dispute with a former Sovi-
et bottling company with links
to Boris Berezovsky, the exiled
Russian financier, and the rulers
of Abu Dhabi. The Georgian
Glass and Mineral Water Com-
pany (GGMW), whose Borjomi
brand once graced the Russian
tsar’s table, is insisting that BP
reroute an oil pipeline linking
the Caspian to the Mediterra-
nean in order to protect springs
in the Caucasus mountains from
possible pollution.”

The Constitutional
amendment stripping the
President of his right to
appoint a new government
without Parliament’s
approval has entered into
force after recently being
signed into law by Presi-
dent Saakashvili. The
Georgian Parliament
ratified the amendment
after its third and final
reading by 114 votes on
March 25. It is expected to
put an end to the tense
power struggle between
Georgia’s two main
political forces, the
Georgian Dream coalition
and the United National
Movement.

The amendment stipulates
that in the event of the cabinet
resigning or being dismissed by
the President the latter will have
no right to appoint at his will a
new government. Meanwhile the

sitting government will contin-
ue working until a new cabinet
was confirmed by Parliament.

“I was never going to dismiss
the government or the Parlia-
ment! But this vote was impor-
tant for democratic dialogue in
our country and to demonstrate
that the United National Move-
ment is still very strong,” Presi-
dent Saakashvili stated after the
vote.

The amendment also adds a
clause of the Constitution which
prohibits the President from dis-
solving Parliament within the six
months prior to the presidential
elections. Thus, the President
will have no right to dissolve the
Parliament from May 1 until the
inauguration of the new Presi-
dent, as Georgia’s next presiden-
tial election is set for October,
2013, with the exact date to be
announced by Saakashvili.

“With this constitutional
amendment, Parliament has re-
stored its power,” Parliamenta-
ry Chairman Davit Usupashvili
commented after the vote. “I

want to congratulate the Geor-
gian people and Parliament,” he
said.

Usupashvili noted that the
approval of the amendment
would allow Saakashvili to deliv-
er his annual state of the nation
address to Parliament. This was
supposed to have taken place on
February 8, but the Georgian
Dream, which won an over-
whelming majority in last Octo-
ber’s highly contested parlia-
mentary elections, postponed his
speech, saying that it would be
better if the President waited un-
til after the constitutional
amendments had been adopted.

Catherine Ashton, High Rep-
resentative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and Vice Presi-
dent of the Commission, and
Štefan Füle, Commissioner for
Enlargement and European
Neighbourhood Policy, issued a
joint statement on March 26
welcoming the amendment to
Georgia’s constitution.

“The cross-party consensus

that underpins this agreement
demonstrates the commitment
of all sides in Georgian politics
to good governance in the na-
tional interest. The constitu-
tional amendment, which con-
firms the role of the democrati-
cally-elected parliament in ap-
proving the appointment of a
new government, consolidates
Georgia’s democracy and sets an
important precedent for co-op-
eration between all parties in
Georgian politics,” the state-
ment reads.

The US State Department
also congratulated the leadership
of Georgia and the parliamenta-
ry majority and minority on pass-
ing the important landmark de-
cision.

“It paves the way for the
consolidation of Georgian de-
mocracy and renewed focus on
the many issues facing the gov-
ernment today,” the Department
of State commented.

Co-rapporteurs from the
Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE)

Michael Aastrup Jensen and
Boriss Cileviès also welcomed
the adoption of the constitution-
al amendment in a statement
released on March 26.

“This amendment removes
an important source of misun-
derstanding and tension. We
therefore welcome it, and espe-
cially the fact that it was adopt-
ed with broad bi-partisan support
following an agreement between
the ruling majority and opposi-
tion,” the statement says.

“We expect that the same
willingness to cooperate and
compromise will also prevail in
the deliberations over other im-
portant items on the agenda of
the parliament, such as the re-
form of the High Council of Jus-
tice. Such willingness to compro-
mise and co-operate can form a
good basis for fruitful co-habita-
tion.”

The co-rapporteurs from
PACE will visit Georgia on April
7-12 as a part of an ongoing
monitoring mission to discuss the
latest political developments

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT and continued reforms in the
country.

The constitutional amend-
ment was proposed by the Geor-
gian Dream coalition in late De-
cember2012. It was supported by
135 MPs at its first hearing, 123
MPs at its second and 114 votes
after the third and final.

However the amendment was
a major source of political wran-
gling between the Georgian
Dream and United National
Movement for several months.
UNM lawmakers agreed to vote
for the amendment only after
the GD agreed to first hold a test
vote, demanded by the parlia-
mentary minority on March 21.

This constitutional amend-
ment is expected to lower tension
between President Mikheil
Saakashvili and Prime Minister
elect Bidzina Ivanishvili. In the
final analysis, it may actually mark
the smooth transition of power
to the newly-elected government
and bring Georgian political pro-
cesses more in line with reform-
minded Western democracies.

SALFORD CAPITAL
PARTNERS; APPARENT
LINKS 

There was a UK based team
that later investigated such
above-mentioned links. Quoting
a representative, “we first met a
man named Ruslan Fomichev in
late 2001 and is described by Sal-
ford Capital Partners (‘Salford’)
as a “former banker and advisor
to Berezovsky”. Mr.  Fomichev
is a former director of Russian
TV station ‘TV6’ that was owned
by Berezovsky.  Badri Patarkat-
sishvili, a Georgian National, a
partner of Boris, was also a di-
rector of ‘TV6’.   Mr.
Fomichev is based in London. 
It was claimed that Fomichev was
the former chairman of the Rus-
sian ‘Obiedynenny Bank’. 

This was a difficult period for
bank regulators, and Swiss inves-
tigators, were trying to track
down $4.8 billion of missing IMF
money allocated to Russia, and
suspected that $1.4 billion of this
was credited to a correspondence
account for Obiedynenny Bank
at a bank in Geneva. The Swiss
believe that a company called
Runicom SA controlled this ac-
count.  According to the press,
the Swiss investigators described
Roman Abramovich as the own-
er of Runicom SA and joint con-
troller of Obiedynenny
Bank. Ambramovich was a
former close associate of Boris
Berezovsky. As the inside source
in the banking community
claimed, “In re-stating these
press reports, I am not initially
suggesting any wrongdoing by
Fomichev or any other parties.”

Constitutional Amendment Comes into Effect
Continued  on p. 11
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Integration into Euro-
Atlantic structures is seen
in Georgia as the only way
to ensure the country’s
security. In spite of the
strong will of Georgians to
join NATO and the EU, the
new government is willing
to restore relations with
Russia, which considers the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organization as the main
threat to its own security.
In an interview with The
Georgian Times, the State
Minister of Georgia on
European and Euro-Atlantic
Integration Alex Petriash-
vili talked about the ways
of cooperation with the
West and Russia, as well as
about the government’s
expectations regarding
NATO and EU integration.

What progress has Georgia
made on its way to EU integra-
tion since the Parliamentary
Elections in 2012?

I can point out three major
directions we succeeded in. First
of all, it is the Association Agree-
ment – we held a very successful
round of negotiations on it; then
it is the deep and comprehen-
sive free trade agreement, and
finally receiving the action plan
on visa liberalization. Besides,
we started working on food safe-
ty and energy issues; the Minis-
try of Justice has revised the
Labor Code, making very seri-
ous changes in cooperation with
experts from the International
Labor Organization and Europe-
an states. Very soon the govern-
ment will establish an anti-mo-
nopoly body, which will elimi-
nate all signs of elite corruption.

You named the achieve-
ments of the new government.
What are its failures?

We still need dramatic re-
forms of the judiciary system –
the courts and penitentiary sys-

tem. We are working on these
issues very hard. We want to a
have a truly independent court,
and penitentiary system in ac-
cordance with international stan-
dards.

The old government of Geor-
gia attached big hopes with the
Vilnius Summit. What can we
expect from this meeting?

It’s a very important event
for us but our expectations are
not exaggerated. We are very
close to concluding talks on the
Association Agreement. We hope
it will be endorsed by the EU and
Georgia at the summit. The free
trade agreement is also almost
finalized. Concerning visa liber-
alization, the Georgian side needs
to work on the legislative aspects
of the document and we hope
that by the Vilnius Summit we’ll
be able to go through all these
legislative procedures. These are
the realistic expectations based
on the current state of affairs.

What are the differences in
approach towards Euro-Atlan-
tic integration between the cur-
rent government and the previ-
ous one?

The difference is in the way
we illustrate the situation. We
show society the real picture.
What the previous government
was saying is that in 2013 our
citizens will be able to travel visa-
free to the European Union or
Georgia will be given member
state candidacy. This is not true.
So we have changed the rheto-
ric.

Do you mean the main dif-
ference between your govern-
ment and the previous one was
only in the rhetoric and the re-
sults would be the same if the
government had not changed?

Well, I’d like to mention that
the previous government did a
lot of work but during these last
four months the new team of
negotiators has moved forward

very important issues which re-
mained open – some of them
because of the differences in the
positions of the parties, others
because of the political strategy
and absence of political will of
the previous government. It
concerns, for instance, the La-
bor Code and food safety issues.
In additon, the old authorities
were confusing society – one day
they wanted to follow the Euro-
pean model of development, the
next day – Singaporean. I think
they could make their mind up
which direction to go – Europe-
an or Asian. In reality they were
closer to Singaporean model
rather than European; however,
the economy of Singapore flour-
ishes and the rights for the pri-
vate property are protected,
which we didn’t have here.

One of the first statements the
new government made con-
cerned the restoration of the re-
lations with Russia. How possi-
ble do you think the resumption
of talks is while Georgia doesn’t
remains committed to its Euro-
Atlantic path?

We are doing what we de-
clared. The appointment of the
special envoy to Russia Zurab
Abashidze was welcomed by the
international community; it
hailed the change of tone and
messages between the parties.
No one is turning a blind eye to
the occupation of Georgian ter-
ritory by Russia’s military forc-
es. Abkhazia and South Ossetia
are integral parts of Georgia.
Normalizing relations with Rus-
sia will be hard but not impossi-
ble. This is another difference
between us and the previous gov-
ernment, which was trying to
have the maximum temperature
in talks with Russia to order to
keep the international commu-
nity alarmed, pointing out that
we are very close to an escala-
tion of the military conflict. This
is not our strategy. We changed
the rhetoric and we try to solve
the issues that are solvable. How-

ever, there are red-line-issues in
our relations that we do not
touch.

In conditions of deepening
economic and political crisis in
Europe how reasonable for both
Georgian and the EU is conduct-
ing talks on EU-integration?

Today the EU is skeptical
about enlargement but I believe
it will overcome the problems it
faces by the time Georgia is ready
for accession talks. Nobody has
an illusion that the membership
of the EU will happen overnight.
Our way to EU-membership is
going to be a long process. We
must continue reforming, build-
ing democratic institutions and
a truly free market economy in
the country. We will continue
moving in the European direc-
tion regardless of the economic
situation in Europe.

If the decision was made to-
morrow that Georgia would be
given NATO membership, what
do you think the local reaction
would be? Don’t you think ini-
tial reaction might be positive,
but then people might ask if that
implies accepting the loss of Abk-
hazia and South Ossetia?

Our goal is ensuring a long-
term stability and security in the
country. EU and NATO are the
institutions that can give us such
guarantees. I believe that nobody
is planning to join EU or NATO
at the expense of Georgian na-
tional interests. It’s not correct
to speculate on that. Georgia’s
number one priority is restora-
tion of the country’s territorial
integrity. We don’t want to bring
our problems inside the EU. Our
task is to negotiate with the Abk-
hazians and Ossetians, to make
Georgia more attractive – eco-
nomically and politically – in
order to help them make a
choice in favor of reintegration.
Practical steps are needed for
that, and this is exactly what we
are doing.

How will Georgia follow-up
on its peacekeeping missions af-

Alex Petriashvili: Georgia Pays a
Very High Price for Joining NATO

ter its ISAF mission is accom-
plished and how will it affect
prospects of integration with
NATO?

The political decision to con-
tinue participating in NATO-led
international missions after
2014 has been made already, and
now our Defense Ministry is dis-
cussing the nature of post-ISAF
cooperation with NATO.  I’m
really proud to say without ex-
aggeration that the Georgian
military is one of the best in Af-
ghanistan – this is the evalua-
tion of our allies in NATO and
the Afghan leadership. Georgians
will most likely be training and
consulting Afghan national forces
as well as participating in partic-
ular combat operations. There
are some negotiations regarding
the Mali peacekeeping mission.
For the first stage we might send
a small group of liaison officers.
Georgia’s participation in
NATO’s missions is one of the
most integral parts of our strat-
egy of joining the bloc. NATO
realizes that Georgia pays a very
high price for its wish to become
a member of the organization. I
don’t really like the word “price”
in this case but we are indeed
paying a very high price to
achieve our final goal.

How do you perceive Geor-
gia’s foreign policy goal of inte-
gration into the Euro-Atlantic
structures from perspective of
nine-year presidency of Mikhail
Saakashvili?

Eduard Shevardnadze was the
first president who officially stat-
ed Georgia’s aspiration to join
NATO and EU in 2002. Saakash-
vili continued and developed this
cooperation and today we have
the Georgia-NATO commission,
the Annual National Programme
and we are expecting a visit by
the North Atlantic Council to
Georgia. Our allies are making
very important declarations and
decisions concerning Georgia’s
accession to NATO. We are
moving forward.

By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

Greetings,

It has only been for a few
months that I got to address
you as the director of JSC
“Georgian Steel”, and as a
lawful representative of the
JSC “Georgian Steel”.

Since the July 6, 2011 a
sequence of criminal and
forceful actions were
performed against JSC
“Georgian Steel”,, by means
of this and other unlawful
actions, assets of two JSC
“Georgian Steel”, and “Tuji
XXI” were given to Ltd.
“Rustavis Poladi” (I.D.
404411908).

On the basis of our
request, court has sequestered
Ltd. “Rustavis Poladi” assets
and “Tuji XXI” shares!

Law enforcing organiza-

tions have started investiga-
tion of suspicious facts and
circumstances!

But most importantly
these people have destroyed
Rustavi metallurgical factory
as a brand name, because of
their incompetent and
unqualified management

The story is very
complicated and hard to
explain, so I will not bore you
with it, this is the obligation
of judicial and investigative
bodies.

Based on what’s men-

tioned above, I address you to
stop any kind of relationship
with Ltd. “Rustavis Poladi”
and any legal or physical
person/body associated with
it.

I inform you, that if done
otherwise, your actions will
be considered as the acknowl-
edged action of violation of
the legal owner’s rights and
interests.

After the restoration of
justice, JSC “Georgian Steel”,
and Ltd. “Tuji XXI” do not

intend to fulfill any fettering
agreements.

We are open to meetings
and joint discussions!

Sincerely,
Director
Natia Jakeli

Contact information:
Chavchavadze Avenue #21,
Tbilisi, Georgia. ZIP code
0179. Post Office Box#2.

Tel: +995 577 12 13 11. E-
mail:
n.jakeli@georgiansteel.com

P U B L I C I T Y

To the
Partners of
“Rustavis
Poladi” and
Commercial
Banks
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Ramifications of Georgia’s New
Peacemaking Mission in Mali
The Georgian government
is seeking an innovative
way to integrate into EU
structures by contributing
to peacemaking, training
and crisis management
operations in the western
African country of Mali.
Officially Georgia is
willing to join French and
other governments in
countering the country’s
separatist Tuareg ethnic
group in the northern part
of the country, as confirmed
by Irakli Alasania, Geor-
gian Minister of Defense in
mid March. However, in
spite of the nature of the
conflict, Alasania claimed
that Georgian troops will
only act in a training
capacity.

At least 200 trainers will be
involved in assisting Mali forces
deal with Islamist rebels and back-
stopping the local army in bring-
ing about peace and stability.

The EU has found itself in
what may prove a difficult strug-

By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

gle purportedly under the ban-
ner of anti-terrorism, given the
Islamic origin of the separatist
movement in Mali (declaration
of a separate country). It was
feared that if the movement were
to become successful there could
be serious regional and interna-
tional geopolitical implications.
Mali is located in the Maghreb
region and borders Algeria and
Mauritania among other coun-
tries, and the consequences of
NATO-backed regime change in
Libya in 2011 are still being felt
in the region.

However, others consider this
to be a flimsy disguise for French
energy security and neo coloni-
zation. French has deep tracks
in the region, and it is no sur-
prise that the country spear-
headed the mission. Georgians
will also find themselves work-
ing alongside forces from Nige-
ria, Burkina-Faso, Niger, Togo
and Senegal as part of their first-
ever African mission.

The EU military mission en-
visages the provision of a train-
and-equip program to buttress

the Malian military to success-
fully quell the Islamist insurgen-
cy. Sources claim that the dura-
tion of the training mission is to
be 15 months with 250 military
instructors and 200 soldiers to
protect the trainers as they car-
ry out the support role.

The Georgian side has agreed
to such a mission out of political
expediency. It is understandable
that the Georgian government
wants to be able to fast track the
process of integration with the
EU by contributing to the EU-
led security and defense goals, as

Irakli Alasania, Georgia’s
Defense Minister an-
nounced on March 23, 2013
during a Parliamentary
hearing of the Defense and
Security Committee that
Georgia will restructure its
national defense capabili-
ties as part of larger effort
to drastically reform the
national defense system.

Such changes envision a com-
plete overhaul of the armed forc-
es and the development of a pro-
fessional army worth the name.
There are many motivations for
this long overdue reform, but
ostensibly it is a response to two
needs: 1) to prevent acts of ter-
rorism ahead of Russia’s Sochi
Winter Olympics in 2014 and
2) to reinforce Georgia’s pres-
ence in the proximity of the
breakaway regions of South Os-
setia and Abkhazia to deter pos-
sible Russian intrusion into Geor-
gia proper.

Much has been written about
how armed forces reform could
be brought about, and the utility
of reserve forces, which have not
proven effective in Georgia.
Georgia’s reserve system is very
similar to that of the former
Yugoslavia, at least on paper.
This worked successfully during
the Cold War and the same sys-
tem has been applied in South
Ossetia.

However, such a system can
only work when these reserves
are a highly-qualified profession-
al team of officer corps and sol-
diers which can be quickly mobi-
lized. Developing such a combi-
nation remains a challenge for
Georgia. It takes more than words

peace between the parties. This
peace deal might break down or
be torn up by one side or the
other  at any time. The Russian
side has two Army bases in the
area on full operational readiness
at any time – the 49th (which
defends the Black Sea coast and
Abkhazia) and the 58th (which
defends South Ossetia). These
ran the military operations
against the Georgian Armed Forc-
es in the August war of 2008.
Russia also has bases in the occu-
pied territories (the 4th Base in
South Ossetia and 7th in Abkha-
zia).

These Russian forces are at
full combat readiness and capa-
ble at any time of launching a
strike against the Georgian cap-
ital Tbilisi and Kutaisi, home of
the government buildings. The
local Armed Forces of separatist
Abkhazia and South Ossetia also

Reforming Georgia’s Armed Forces
into a Lean and Mean Fighting Machine

comprise 10-15,000 combat
ready personnel controlled by
the Russian military regional
command. Furthermore, Georgia
is faced by the “South Strategic
Command” of the Russian
Armed Forces, headquartered in
Rostov, which coordinates the
activities of all the regular and
paramilitary forces stationed in
the Northern Caucasus, Abkha-
zia and South Ossetia and the
Russian Armed Forces deployed
in Armenia (at the 102nd Mili-
tary Base in Giumri and 882nd

Special Air Force Squadron in
Yerevan).

The Russian military has
roughly 200,000 personnel in
the Caucasus. The “South Stra-
tegic Command” units are 30-
35% equipped, with relatively
modest Russian weapons (4th and
5th generation combat air weap-
onry and 3rd generation combat
tanks and artillery systems), but
by 2015 this figure will be 60%.
Islamic insurgent formations are
also active in the Northern Cau-
casus, with roughly 6,000 gueril-
las being led by well-known Is-
lamic warlord Doka Ummarov
(declared to be one of the world’s
most dangerous terrorists by Rus-
sia and the US). After the so-
called “Lapankuri” incident on
August 28, 2012, the Islamic in-
surgent leadership is keen to
claim revenge and punish the
Georgian government for this
“bold deed”.

The threat to Georgia identi-
fied by the Defense Minister has
very little connection with the
Sochi Olympics but is linked to
the fear of reprisals for the
“Lapankuri” operation. Indirect
challenges for Georgia include
organized crime networks and
drug and illegal arms smuggling

cartels, with which the previous
Georgian regime made “off-
record” type bargains in ex-
change for  huge amounts of
“dirty cash” laundered through
suspicious “investment
projects”. Now these arrange-
ments have broken down but
concrete transactions could still
be conducted without govern-
ment back-up, increasing the risk
of instability within Georgia.

There is also a high probabil-
ity of a renewal of military op-
erations over Nagorno-Karaba-
kh between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani Armed Forces and
any widening of the militant Is-
lamic insurgency in the North-
ern Caucasus spilling over onto
Georgian territory. If the crisis
in Syria deepens and the US con-
ducts aerial and rocket attacks
on Iranian strategic installations,
as is expected, the geostrategic
situation in the Southern Cauca-
sus could deteriorate further and
Georgia could be converted into
a transit “gateway” for deliver-
ing arms, mercenaries and for
the movement of displaced peo-
ple, causing it more security prob-
lems.

It is clear that the new Geor-
gian government’s assumptions
on risk assessment and geopolit-
ical analysis demonstrate a low
level of expertise. A superficial
approach has been taken to “cost
and benefit” calculation. How-
ever reform of the Armed Forc-
es in itself is long overdue.

Dr. VakhtangMaisaia
Defense Fellow, Air Force
Academy, Institute for National
Security Studies (INSS) in
1998; Director, Azri Centre for
Strategic Studies and
International Relations‘

earlier endorsed at the Helsinki
summit decision in 1999.  Con-
sequently the EU set up its own
European Rapid Reaction Forc-
es with a command and control
HQ in Strasbourg, France. It is
already positioned for such for-
eign missions with the creation

on paper to achieve reforms, and
a radically different approach to
preparing  the National Military
Strategy and Defense Strategy
Review is now needed, even a
paradigm shift.

Much of the present prob-
lem is that there has been little
oversight of the operations of
the Georgian armed forces, and
any internal evaluation has been
conducted with dubious motiva-
tions. An army cannot be effec-
tively measured by its size, its
number of men or weapons. It
is clear that all Georgia’s neigh-
bors have larger and more ex-
perienced Armed Forces contin-
gents but this in itself is mean-
ingless, as it takes more than
mere numbers to create an ef-
fective military. The mission
and motivation of the Georgian
Armed Forces are the key ques-
tions at this point.

In terms of a standing force,
the Georgian Armed Forces are
approximately 23-25,000
strong by the best guess. Accord-
ing to the law “On Defense”
Georgia should have 28-32,000
military personnel, but this staff-
ing level has not yet been
achieved. Georgia is surrounded
by quite a dangerous collection
of military powers: despite this,
the ratio of  Georgia’s Armed
Forces personnel and those of
its neighbors is 1:4.

Turkey has 400,000 service-
men, organized into five region-
al commands, Armenia has
Armed Forces of about 60-
70,000 and Azerbaijan has about
130-140,000 military personnel.
The most important factor how-
ever is Russia,  as Georgia and
Russia are still technically at war
and only a tiny armistice with
six paragraphs keeps the fragile

of the EU-led peacekeeping
force and the capacity to pro-
vide peacemaking monitoring.
This is the kind of operational
task involvement proposed by
Catherine Ashton, High Repre-
sentative of the EU for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy to the
Georgian government and ac-
cording to Alasania, Georgia has
already provided its preliminary
consent has as feedback.

The Georgian government’s
foreign policy vision and goals
are to reinforce not only its
NATO orientation but also to
speed up EU membership pro-
cesses. It is not a coincidence that
the NATO Information Center
under the aegis of the Defense
Ministry of Georgia was recent-
ly renamed as the NATO and EU
Information Center. Such sym-
bolic actions demonstrate how
important it is for the Georgian
government to speed up the pro-
cess of membership into Euro-
pean structures. It is clear that
Georgian soldiers and officers
may soon be in harm’s way, not
for the sake of the mission but
in order to bleed the country into
NATO and the EU.

By taking part in the mission,
Georgia is also reciprocating to
the EU following the deploy-
ment of the EU monitoring mis-
sion in Georgia in the wake of
the 2008 Russo-Georgian war.
Such a contribution to the EU is
considered to have political pay-
offs and will contribute to Geor-
gia’s political stability, and even
territorial integrity in the long-
er term.

By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT
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Georgia Attracts
Foreigners for
Many Reasons
By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

Georgia’s temperate climate,
relative safety and friendly
people attract many foreigners,
mainly from Turkey and Arab
countries. . Some seek a stable
and secure life, others a well-
paid job or a profitable
business. If the presence of
Turks has never been
surprising for Georgians, the
influx of Arabs is a new
phenomenon.

 
The wave of demonstrations

which began in the wake of the
Arab Spring in 2010 brought to-
tal chaos to some Arab countries.
The Arab Spring itself led to the
resignations of the presidents of
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Ye-
men. Protests in Syria against
President Bashar Al-Assad esca-

lated into  a civil war in 2011
that continues to worsen. Many
residents of the Middle East, and
particularly those who had some
savings, fled the volatile region
as soon as possible to escape their
countries’ physical and economic
destruction.  More than a mil-
lion Syrians have left their coun-
try since 2011 and hundreds of
thousands of Coptic Christians
from Egypt began searching for
a new homeland after the largest
Islamic movement, the Muslim
Brotherhood, took power in
2010 and the economy began
teetering; Iraqis are also fleeing,
in their case from the ongoing
violence which has followed the
American-led invasion. Iranians
are escaping economic difficul-
ties back home brought on by
US-backed international sanc-
tions and fear of another pend-

ing invasion.
 Some left their homes at the

first sign of trouble. Maher
Younes, a hotel and tourism
manager, moved to Georgia from
Syria in 2010. Since then he has
visited his home country only
once in order to move his sister
to a safer place – Dubai, UAE,
where he himself had lived for
two years.

“I didn’t like it there. People
in the United Arab Emirates
think only about making mon-
ey. You can’t make friends there;
you might live in the same block
for years and never know who
your neighbour is. When I came
to Georgia I felt like I was at
home – the same climate, and
the same friendly, smiling peo-
ple. I liked Georgians and I mar-
ried a local girl. I’m thankful to
my friend, who told me about

this country. But not many Syr-
ians can come to Georgia due to
a lack of money. They mainly
migrate to neighbouring coun-
tries as refugees,” Younes told the
Georgian Times.

Younes initially started his
own business in Georgia but to-
day manages some Arab-owned
night clubs and restaurants. He
feels that running a business in
Georgia is more difficult now
than in previous years due to a
drop in the number of tourists.
However, the Georgian Ministry
of Interior Affairs says that dur-
ing the last two months the
number of tourists increased 31
percent in comparison with the
same period in 2012 and accord-
ing to the National Agency of
Public Registry and Revenue Ser-
vice no changes in business reg-
istration or taxation procedures
have taken place in 2013.

Iranian citizen Kiarash Afra-
siabi came to Georgia in search
of a better life a year ago and
started an import-export busi-
ness. “It was a choice between
Georgia, Armenia and Turkey,
and finally I decided to come to
Tbilisi, as it’s easier and less trou-
blesome to start a business here.
I am now exporting some medi-
cines and metals from Georgia
to Iran and importing some
goods from Iran to Georgia. I also
deal with Estonia and England,”
he told GT, confessing that he
plans to stay in Tbilisi as his busi-
ness is flourishing. Afrasiabi even

Usupashvili wrote in his open let-
ter to “European People’s Par-
ty.”

Usupashvili advises signers of
the declaration to protect the
values of Europe. He also notes
that Georgia’s European choice
will not be strengthened by a
groundless criticism towards the
Prime-Minister. “Your letter of
March 6 to PM Ivanishvili, the
leader of the Georgian Dream
Coalition, in which you claim to
be trying to save Georgia’s Eu-
ropean choice, actually distanc-
es you from Europe as we know
it. From Europe, about which we
dream and toward which we are
making resolute steps in both
words and deeds,” Usupashvili
added.

Parliamentarian Nugzar
Tsiklauri of the UNM has criti-
cized the Prime Minister for his
respond to EPP, calling any crit-
icism of famous European poli-
ticians as the vertex of inade-
quacy.

“Bidzina Ivanishvili tries to

European People’s Party
Criticizes Georgia Government

Parliament. It also calls on the
government of Georgia not to
interfere in the judiciary system
and to ensure the full observance
of the principle of independence
and impartiality; and that media
must be free and freedom of ex-
pression must be fully guaran-
teed.

EPP published a letter on its
website after Georgian Prime-
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili had
addressed to the authors of the
declaration. The Georgian gov-
ernment called the declaration
signed by EPP unreasonable and
shortsighted. The officials of
Georgian government claimed
that the EPP declaration reflects
the political position of the
UNM.

The Georgian government
dismissed the declaration, saying
it “is not supported by examples
and lacks any kind of substantia-
tion. It only reflects the politi-
cal position of Georgian opposi-
tion party – UNM instead of pro-
viding a proper analysis and bal-
anced evaluation of the situation
that now exists in Georgia.”

Georgia’s Parliamentary
Chairman Davit Usupashvili un-
derlined that Georgia’s new gov-
ernment is ready to listen to crit-
icism and recommendations
from the West. “I have asked
many of you more than once,
and I repeat now: set European
standards for us and judge us
based on them. We are very much
in need of such a mechanism to
free ourselves from post-com-
munism. However, please do not
use President Saakashvili and his
former regime as a standard, as
it would be an insult to Europe.”

wants to eventually obtain Geor-
gian citizenship, which is a rela-
tively simple process.

“I want a secure life – that’s
all,” Nooruldeen Hamid Sha-
hoodh, a young Iraqi who moved
to Georgia in May 2012 told GT.
He came to Tbilisi in the hope
of graduating from the State
Medical University but soon left
there to start a private business.

“My father visited Georgia
last year and advised me to move
here. Unlike other countries,
Georgia gives us 1-year-visas
readily – and at the airport.
Many Iraqis come to Georgia
with the intention of living here.
Taking into consideration the
increasing number of Arabs in
Tbilisi, I decided to open an Arab
restaurant. Let’s see how things
develop,” he said.

A native of Cairo, Egypt,
Maged Zarif Iskander learned
about Georgia from priests in his
home country’s Coptic Ortho-
dox Church. He was told that in
a little Caucasian country situat-
ed between Russia and Turkey he
could start his own business for
as little as 10,000 USD.

 “The economic downturn
has forced many Egyptians to set
their eyes on small developing
countries. I came to Tbilisi in
October, 2012 and opened a lit-
tle coffee-shop where other
Egyptians can gather, sit, talk,
have a cup of tea or smoke sh-
isha. But life in Georgia is not
really that cheap. One needs at

On March 26 Georgia’s
Prime Minister made
public a personal letter
received from Swiss
Ambassador Guenther
Baechler in which he
criticized members of
European People’s Party for
their role in a concerted
black PR campaign directed
against the Georgian
government.

“It is interesting to see how
much some members of the EPP
adapted from ancient Soviet-
style propagandistic methods –
methods, they would publicly
deny of course,” the Swiss am-
bassador’s open letter reads.

Guenther Baechler acknowl-
edged that the United National
Party (UMN) had achieved much
after coming to power in 2003.
However, he noted that the UNM
government’s successes in eradi-
cating the country’s old system
of corruption had been overshad-
owed by the ever-increasing lev-
el of elite corruption which de-
veloped throughout the period.
Baechler considers this to be a
key challenge for Georgia’s new
government as it seeks to broad-
en and deepen democratization
processes.

The Ambassador underlines a
strong will of the current gov-
ernment to respect democratic
values as has been demonstrated
by the involvement of by many
well-respected international pro-
fessionals, including Thomas
Hammarberg, Special Advisor of

the European Union on legal is-
sues concerning relations with
Georiga. The Ambassador men-
tioned his appointment to Geor-
gia indicates that government is
serious about the pledges it made
prior to coming to power in Oc-
tober, 2012.

Baechler also apologized to
Georgian citizens for sometimes
interfering in the internal affairs
of Georgia in the run up to the
October parliamentary elections,
noting that he has always biased
towards democracy, human rights
and peaceful relations.

Responding to the outcome
of the Georgia’s 2012 Parlia-
mentarian elections, 23 Euro
parliamentarian deputies, includ-
ing 19 from the EEP published a
critical letter on March 6th 2013
in which they alleged  that “Dis-
respect for the constitutional
rights, lack of competitive level
field of the opposition political
forces, infringement of indepen-
dence of media and Judiciary sys-
tem, endanger further progress-
es in Georgia’s approximation
with the European Union and im-
plementation democratic val-
ues.”

On March 13, the EPP pres-
idency adopted a declaration,
which was made public on March
14 during EPP’s enlargement
summit in Brussels which Geor-
gian President Mikheil Saakash-
vili attended. 

The submitted declaration
consists of five paragraphs and
it is purported that the govern-
ment disrespected the constitu-
tional rights of Georgian Presi-
dent when he was not allowed to
deliver an annual report to the

connect such heightened criti-
cisms coming from European so-
ciety, authoritative European or-
ganizations, and not only the
EPP. He seeks to reduce the sub-
stance of such criticism. We all
know well that criticisms also
come from the other fractions
of European Parliament and the
NATO General Assembly and
when you don’t consider their
positions, it is the vertex of in-
adequacy,” Tsiklauri told journal-
ists.

Sandro Tvalchrelidze, the
head of “International Founda-
tion of Sustainable Develop-
ment”, thinks that the EPP dec-
laration should be have been
foreseen, but it was not alarm-
ing. He says the EPP is a union
of many political parties and for
this reason the Prime Minister
should not involved himself in
the dispute with them.

“European People’s Party” is
a coalition of political parties of
which the UNM is an associated
member. It is clear that their

statement will not change a lot,
because only those 23 Euro par-
liamentarian deputies don’t be-
long to this coalition. It was not
the opinion of all EPP members,
and mainly this criticism was
groundless. That’s why it would
have been better if the political
secretary of the Georgian Dream
had answered it instead of the
Prime Minister,” Sandro Tval-
chrelidze said in the interview
with GT.

The political reality certain-
ly has been changed in Georgia
after the parliamentarian elec-
tions in October 2012. Criticism
from the West has become more
active on issues frequently em-
phasized by the former ruling
government. Regardless, West-
ern support of UNM is still most
apparent, as demonstrated dur-
ing the March 13 Brussels sum-
mit. It does appear that the po-
litical divide will continue to last
for a long time, and those issues
which are most important for
citizens will be concealed.

By UTA BITSADZE, GT

least 50,000 USD to run a busi-
ness. My wife and children are
still in Egypt and I want to bring
them here by June or July, 2013
but I won’t be able to if the situa-
tion doesn’t change,” he told GT.

 Iskander says that his ex-
penses exceed his income. He
pays 750 USD monthly for the
tiny semi-basement room where
his Hookah café is situated and
spends another 1,000 USD on
all other expenses. “I incurred
losses during the first four
months, and only then I started
making some money but it’s not
yet enough to sustain a family. I
will stay here until October and
see how things work out. My
Georgian friends have told me
that the summer season brings a
liveable profit. If it pays my
costs I will settle here, if not I’ll
go back to Egypt,” he said.

Turkish citizens in Georgia
however have a different men-
tality. They do not intend to
leave their country behind for-
ever – Turks come here for work
or business. Zeki Dohan, a cook
from Samsun, is one of them. A
Georgian-speaking Turk who ar-
rived in Tbilisi in 2007, he plans
to stay here for as long as he has
a proper job.

“I like Georgia, so I am here.
I work for Turkish restaurants,
where I prepare our national cui-
sine, which is popular even
among locals. I visit my home
town not very often. But some-
day I will return to Samsun for
sure,” he told GT.
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Strong Winds and Storm
Sweep across Georgia
Cost of losses caused by bad
weather in Georgia reached
6 million GEL. Strong
winds lasting for several
days tore off tin roofs of
some buildings, ripped
down advertisement
billboards and smashed
windows. Georgia’s western
regions of Adjara and Guria
were the most heavily hit
by the storm. Electricity
and water supply have
already been restored
throughout the country
after wide-spread disrup-
tions.

According to the special HQ
set up on the orders of Geor-
gia’s Prime Minister, the strong
wind destroyed the roofs of 38
houses in Gori, 110 houses in
nearby villages, 125 houses in
Ozurgeti, 63 in Kobuleti, 102
in Khelvachauri, 30 houses in
Batumi and several houses in
Mtskheta and Tbilisi. The
storm inflicted significant
coastal damage in Kobuleti and

ment and Infrastructure of
Georgia.

The Prime Minister of
Georgia Bidzina Ivanishvili
along with the Minister of Fi-
nance Nodar Khaduri arrived in
the central Georgian town of
Gori and visited those areas
most affected by the strong
wind.

The Prime Minister stated
that the government is fully
mobilized to deal with the con-
sequences of the disaster and
can respond in a short notice

and start recovery work fast
and effectively. Ivanishvili not-
ed that the wind was actually
not very large strong, and that
the damage was maily contrib-
uted to the poor quality of roof
repairs that were carried out in
recent years.

“The buildings, especially in
Gori area, were built very quick-

ly during the pre-election peri-
od, with very thin and bad qual-
ity construction materials,”
Popiashvili told the Georgian
Times.

Popiashvili explained that
the dates of when the roofs
were installed will be analyzed
after the new rehabilitation
work is completed. “If some-
thing suspicious or illegal is
identified, the responsibility
will fall on the construction
companies that failed to pro-
vide high quality work,” she

Gogita Abashidze, a one
year old infant starved to
death in the village of
Makho in a Georgia’s
western region of Khel-
vachauri. Although the five-
member family lived in
extreme poverty, they were
unable to obtain social
assistance. The weakness
of the child was visible;
Gogita Abashidze’s body
was so exhausted that the
one-year old child was
wrinkled like an old man.
According to the United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), 77,000 children
are living in poverty and
300 children die each year
during to malnutrition and
lack of food in Georgia.

“The child was in a shock
when it was brought here. The
situation was difficult from the
very beginning. He was put on
artificial breathing machine. He
had a low weight - he was born
4 kg but his weight was only
4.200 kg by this time,” com-
mented Tea Ivanadze, doctor at
Batumi Healthcare Center for
Mothers and Children.

Neighbors from the village
say that it the village adminis-
tration should be ashamed of
themselves; this family lives in

the house with holes in the
floor, broken windows, a dam-
aged roof and dilapidated walls.
They had been unable to ob-
tain social assistance from the
government.

The death of an innocent
child leaves many questions
unanswered. Why were the
Abashidzes not included in the
database of socially disabled
families? Was the state’s social
agent, who visited the family
indifferent to their plight?

Badri Mamuladze, head of
Khelvachauri staff in Social Ser-
vice Agency states that a social
agent visited the Abashide fam-
ily on March 15, 2012 and that
Gogita Abashidze was born
four days later.

“The social welfare service
asked me for the children’s pri-
vate numbers. My wife gave
birth to the children at home
and we had no personal num-
bers,” explained Levan Abash-
idze, Gogita’s father. “They
told us to go to the Public Reg-
istry to receive them, but I
couldn’t go. A photo of the
child was required and I had no
money for it,” he continued.

Besides Gogita, the family
has two more minor children.

“I used to feed Gogita with
the porridge of fried wheat flour
because I had no other choice.
As for the elders, they mostly
eat potatoes or somebody as-

sists us with food,” said Inga
Abashidze, the mother of the
deceased child.

People from the Social Agen-
cy are now claiming that Gogi-
ta Abashdze’s parents might be
deprived of the parental rights
and the children might be ap-
pointed guardians as they were
not fit to raise a child and are
responsible for what happened.

According to research con-
ducted by UNICEF, 77,000
children are living in the extreme
poverty in Georgia, which
means that 9.6% of children
under the age of 16 live on just
2 GEL a day. Moreover, 25,000
children live in relative pover-
ty with 3.6 GEL per day in
Georgia.

“Three hundred children die
in Georgia each year because of
food shortages. The total mor-
tality data is 800 children a
year, which is also a quite dis-
turbing data. Georgia comes in
42nd among 84 countries in
terms of child mortality,” stat-
ed Maia Kurtsikidze, head of
UNICEF’s Communication
Program.

The tragic death of Gogita
Abashidze sent shockwaves
throughout Georgia. On March
23, youth held a protest rally
outside the Parliament building
in Kutaisi. They protested
against the complicated proce-
dure for receiving social assis-

tance and demanded that the
procedure be simplified to
avoid further such tragedies
from ever happening again.

A demonstration was also
organized in Tbilisi under the
name ‘All children are children
of all’, which was held in order
to protest poverty, terrible liv-
ing conditions and hunger in the
country.  People organized a
march starting from in the cen-
ter of Tbilisi to the office of the
Public Broadcaster, in order to
demand TV air time to discuss
this problem.

Georgia’s Public Defender
Ucha Nanuashvili said this sto-
ry will become a turning point
for defending the rights of the
child.

At the president’s palace,
the Georgian flag was lowered
to half-mast on March 24.
President Mikheil Saakashvili
said no-one should die from
hunger in the twenty-first cen-
tury. He called on the govern-
ment not to sit at its offices,
but to go to families and study
problems of the poor.

“This is a huge tragedy –
the death of Gogita Abashidze.
Today I gave the order to low-
er the flag as a sign of condo-
lence, but it also should be a
lesson for everyone, for each
of us,” Saakashvili stated.

He called poverty one of the
biggest enemies of Georgia and

said the country should fight
against it together.

The leaders of ruling Geor-
gian Dream coalition, as well
as the local government of Ad-
jara region expressed their con-
dolences for the death of the
child.

“It is a complicated case
and after investigation we will
know which institution was re-
sponsible for Gogita’s death,”
noted Davit Sergeenko, Min-
ister of Labor, Health and So-
cial Affairs of Georgia.

Deputy Chairman of
Health and Social Affairs Com-
mittee Guguli Magradze ex-
plained that the Committee
will discuss the new initiative
to eliminate child poverty and
food shortages in the near fu-
ture.

“I think we should provide
them with essential products
because when you give money
to a family, they may choose
not spend it on their children
but rather for other purposes.
So it’s better to give them cer-
tain products, which are nec-
essary for a child,” explained
Magradze. “This issue will be

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

Tragic Death of One-Year-
Old Shocks Entire Nation

said.
Nodar Jishkariani, Director

of one of Oda construction firm
did not deny responsibility, but
explained that his company
carried out roofing works on
three high stories building in
Gori a year ago based on state
instructions. Jishkariani com-
ments that the timber he was
told to use was of very poor
quality and that the buildings’
old, but rather high quality roofs
were replaced with flimsy tin
sheeting. According to the offi-
cial information, the damage
inflicted to Gori exceeds one
million GEL.

The disaster that hit Geor-
gia also damaged 20 public
schools in Ozurgeti, Rustavi,
Kaspi, Gori, Tbilisi, Kobuleti
and Shuakhevi. The Ministry
of Education and Science in-
forms that most of the schools’
roofs were blown off and win-
dowsills were shattered.

“We will start recovery
work immediately. At first we
will re-roof schools to protect
buildings from rain and reinstall
broken windows,” announced
Giorgi Marhvelashvili, Minis-
ter of Education and Science of
Georgia. As he stated, the learn-
ing process at the effected
schools will not be interrupt-
ed.

According to The National
Environmental Agency, unsta-
ble weather will continue
throughout Georgia until the end
of March.

initially discussed at the
Health Committee and later
recommendations will be sub-
mitted to the government cab-
inet for approval,” she added.

As Magradze notes, an in-
crease in social assistance for
needy families is planned from
July 1 and the families will re-
ceive 60 GEL instead of 30
GEL, while each subsequent
member will receive 48 instead
of 24 GEL.

“The state is responsible for
protecting the child’s rights in
the country. We should urge
them   and work with them in
order that they are able to ful-
fill this responsibility. Discus-
sions should be held on these
issues not only when a trage-
dy happens. These issues
should be constantly dis-
cussed,” noted Kurtsikidze.

Kurtsikidze pointed out
that UNICEF cooperates with
the current government and
provides recommendations on
how to improve the situation.
“We are working with them in
this continuous process and
things are going in the right di-
rection,” she concluded.

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

Batumi, where a 55-year old
fisher died and several people
were slightly injured.

Archil Khabadze, chairman
of the Adjarian autonomous re-
public informed that the total
damage in Adjara caused by the
storm is estimated at 3 million
GEL.

“The government of Geor-
gia will pay [for the losses] of
the disaster-affected people,”
the head of the HQ, Minister
of Energy Kakhav Kaladze told
journalists. As he explained, the

money will be allocated from
the PM’s reserve fund. “We
must roof buildings as soon as
possible, as it is spring and
rainy weather is expected. This
process is already underway
and I think the rehabilitation
work will be completed in about
a week,” he added.

“All the local municipalities
are provided with wood and
other necessary construction
materials,” stated Magda Pop-
iashvili, PR manager of the
Ministry of Regional Develop-
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Lady Farmer’s Courage Promises Better
Future for Rural Georgian Region
By Nino Kalandarishvili, GT

The village of Shkmeri,
located in the upper
reaches of Georgia’s
northern Racha region, is
difficult to reach even in
spring, as it is still covered
with the winter’s deep
snow. I went there to visit
Makhvala Gagnidze, one of
our project beneficiaries, a
female farmer who serves
as a role model for others
in the village. Shkmeri is
22 km from the Oni
municipality, and aside
from the snow, the road
itself is in really bad shape.
While finding the way to
her farm my driver and I
got stuck in the snow, and
found it difficult to even
walk the rest of the way, let
alone try and free up the
car. The condition of the
road makes not only travel
but getting additional feed
to Makhvala’s farm
difficult.

Like many villages in Geor-
gia, Shkmeri has its share of so-
cial problems. There is no school
because there are not enough stu-
dents, most of the families have
left and more are still moving to

the city for employment oppor-
tunities. Previously there were
400 families in the village but
only 100 now remain, and in
winter time only 32 stay; the
rest move to the city. Much of
this exodus is related to the ab-
sence of school, but this pattern
is found in many rural commu-
nities throughout Georgia.

Fourteen families have re-
cently been forced to leave Skh-
meri in order to provide their
children with an education. Dali,
one of Makhvala’s neighbours,
explains how hard it is for young
people to stay in the village, as
they can’t find a job. They sit at
home watching TV, and out of
boredom turn to alcohol. “Ma-

khvala deserves many plaudits
for her work in trying to bring a
positive dimension to this dying
village and improve local living
conditions. She motivates us to
find a better life. We are inspired
to be active and believe in our-
selves. It is unfortunate that most
people in our village are depen-
dent on government social
assistance.  Such people
don’t wish to be more active but
Makhvala has destroyed such an
illusion in the minds of many
women. ‘We are responsible for
ourselves’ - she reminds us these
wise words all the time, she is a
perfect example of a determined
woman who passed through the
hard time and in the end she

achieved her goals. Moreover, she
created a chain
of positive change in every wom-
an’s mind in our village,” Dali
says.

Makhvala tries to motivate
people to remain in their homes
and keep their families in the vil-
lage. For this reason she has es-
tablished a commercial farm and
is raising cattle, which produce
various dairy products. The vil-
lage has huge cattle breeding po-
tential but most residents can only
see themselves seeking their for-
tunes in the cities and making
their escape from such remote
areas. Makhvala is seeking to re-
vive the traditional activities that
created the village and sustained
it for centuries.

In 2008 Makhvala developed
a business plan which was eventu-
ally funded. “I set up a small farm
with 22 cows. It was difficult, and
we had to seek cover when the
Russians bombed our village, I was
screaming out to the workers to
take cover and stop working,” she
recalls.

Four years later Makhvala in-
creased the number of her cattle
by 90 head through lots of hard
work. With huge unemployment
in the region, she has begun to
involve women in commercial
agriculture by employing them on
the farm, where their main duties

include milking cows and produc-
ing cheese and other dairy prod-
ucts.  She plans to increase the
number of workers in the sum-
mer. “Modern agriculture can’t
be developed without modern
techniques and knowledge. The
project “Rural Development in
the Region of Racha-Lechkhumi”
(RDRL) which is implemented by
CARE International in the Cau-
casus and funded by the Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) has provided
me with a tractor, a mowing ma-
chine and hay bailers. Now it’s
easier for me to process my 300
hectares of hay fields and improve
my cattle feeding practice in all
seasons” she says.

The farm produces 20 kg of
cheese daily and sells it in Oni’s
bazaar market, which is only open
on Thursdays. She complains that
the market is too far from the
village. For some farmers trans-
portation costs more than they
can make selling their products,
and therefore Makhvala helps
other women by taking their dairy
products to the Oni market.

“In Racha people mostly
make traditional cheeses such as
“Imeruli” and “Sulguni”. That’s
why I wanted to produce some-
thing new and exclusive. I was
trained by the RDRL project to
make artisan cheese. I experi-

mented with coriander and basil
cheese, and with the help of the
project, I introduced this new
product at the Ambrolauri agri-
cultural fair and Expo-Georgia in
Tbilisi. There was huge interest
in my cheese at both, and I com-
pletely sold out. Various custom-
ers asked me to work with them
in future projects and I even re-
ceived a call from someone want-
ing to export my cheese to Swit-
zerland!” Makhvala says.

Makhvala hopes to open a
milk collection and processing
plant and employ additional
people to improve the social
conditions of people living in
remote regions and prevent
their depopulation. She is seek-
ing to borrow money at reason-
able rates to do this. “If I get a
low interest loan I will be able
to increase my cattle herd by
200. I will produce other dairy
products besides cheese: cottage
cheese, boiled butter and cream.
My biggest dream is to see the
Sachkhere road opened, as Im-
ereti people will then be able to
reach Racha through Skhmeri
and my village will start func-
tioning again. In the meantime,
we just need to keep a strong
faith and stay motivated, never
give up and not run away in the
hope of a better life somewhere
far from home,” she says.

Georgian Public Education is Progressing but
Private Counterpart seems to be far Ahead
Growing demand for
foreign education makes
pricey private K-12 schools
more appealing, compared
to the public sector.
However, the recent
reforms in educational
system could raise the
competition.

The educational system in
Georgia is always a subject of in-
tense scrutiny. Over the years,
there have been numerous re-
forms and, arguably, the most
prolific one was finalized in
2005 by the National Examina-
tions Center. The center intro-
duced national examinations, a
SAT-like test, which became the
only criterion for the admission
to higher educational institu-
tions. The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science (MoES) char-
acterized the reform as “the new
model that ensures selection of
the best students for higher edu-
cation and is based on the fair,
transparent, standardized and
meritocracy principles”.

In 2005 the Georgian gov-
ernment decided to replace the
old, Soviet-style system of en-
trance examinations with a new
one and, naturally, public high
schools had to make necessary
adjustments in order to prepare
students for these changes. Dur-
ing the last 8 years, the MoES
has conducted numerous reforms
in the system of K-12 education
- experts distinguish two main
areas: financial and academic.

In 2005 the Georgian Parlia-
ment passed legislation prohib-
iting the government from fund-
ing public high schools, instead,
offering vouchers for every stu-

dent a voucher to enables them
to study at their school of choice.
Prior to the reform, the most
popular and trendy schools were
getting unfair financial advan-
tage, but the per capita voucher
system allows each institution to
receive as much funding as nec-
essary to sustain and provide
quality education to its students.
Simon Janashia, Director of the
National Curriculum and Assess-
ment Center at the MoES, ar-
gues that this approach helps to
increase competition among
public schools, since their finan-
cial welfare is directly propor-
tional to the number of enrolled
students.

The MoES’s 2008 “Educa-
tional Reform in Georgia” docu-
ment boasts the new academic
curriculum. It outlines 5 new in-

stallments, which prioritize aca-
demic achievements, develop-
ment of skills and attitude. Sim-
ply put – the reforms focus more
on quality, rather than quantity.
The most recent change in the
national curriculum was an addi-
tion of the final examinations
in every subject for the 12th grad-
ers and re-certification of teach-
ers and directors of high schools.
Naturally, these reforms cannot
produce tangible results in the
first couple of years. It will take
several years to change the edu-
cational system and personnel,
which were used to operating with
obsolete methods left over from
the Soviet times.

Consequently, the tendency is
that more parents distrust public
high schools and try to find the
best fit for their children in the

private sector. According to the
MoES, there are up to 200 regis-
tered private schools and 2,200
public schools. These numbers in-
dicate that there is an intense
competition among K-12 insti-
tutions and, unfortunately, public
schools are the underdogs in the
race against the diverse and well-
funded private sector.

One of the finest representa-
tives in Georgia’s private educa-
tion sector is GZAAT. The Guivy
Zaldastanishvili American Acad-
emy was one of the first institu-
tions to offer alternative ways
of studying to Georgian students.
Garry Crippin, the director of
GZAAT, outlines that the big-
gest advantage of his school is
the “curriculum and teaching
methodology”. The method of
“Harkness Table” is famous for

discussion based classes around
seminar table, which encourages
students to think critically and
be constantly involved in as-
signed tasks. According to Crip-
pin, apart from the revolution-
ized methodology, GZAAT “of-
fers students options in Advanced
Placement courses and an out-
standing record in university ad-
missions for the US and Europe.”
Today, 130 GZAAT students are
attending universities and colleg-
es in the U.S. and many more in
Europe and the UK.

One of the main reasons for
the growing popularity of pri-
vate schools is students’ desires
to continue an undergraduate
education abroad and enroll in
universities and colleges outside
of Georgia. According to the
“Facts about Georgia” published
by the Center of International
Education, in the past 6 years,
the number of enrolled students
in the U.S. has increased by 36%
- in 2007 this number was 353,
compared to 481 in 2012. The
growing interest in obtaining a
foreign education puts public
schools in a tough spot, since
most do not have enough re-
sources to offer SAT preparation
courses, AP courses, college
counseling, interviews with uni-
versity representatives and nec-
essary facilities in order to at-
tract these students. As a result,
Georgian parents, who want to
send their children abroad for
higher education, do not tend to
consider public schools as an
option and, instead, concentrate
on alternatives in the private sec-
tor.

However, the education
market is constantly evolving
and some think that an oppor-
tunity to continue studies

abroad is not the only determin-
ing factor in the race. With the
numerous reforms in higher ed-
ucation, the quality is improv-
ing and Georgian universities
become more appealing to stu-
dents. Moreover, it is financial-
ly more acceptable for the vast
majority of Georgians to study
in local universities, rather than
abroad. Crippin argues that pri-
vate schools offer better and
more versatile education and
parents still find it worthy to
pay high tuition fees, despite
their children’s preferences for
the higher education. “GZAAT
has a well established reputation
in Georgia, and in 2010 it was
rated by the MoES as the top
school. Almost all of our teach-
ers were trained in the US and
have been with the school for
many years. Our students, who
have continued their education
in Georgia, have been very suc-
cessful at the university level.”

Indeed, most of the GZAAT
graduates have enrolled in
schools like the Free Universi-
ty, Caucasus University, Geor-
gian Institute for Public Affairs
and Tbilisi State University,
which are rated as the top 4 in-
stitutions in the country.

Some might think that it is a
no-brainer to conclude that pri-
vate education is more reward-
ing. Naturally, private high
schools are more flexible and
better-funded compared to their
public school counterparts;
however the crucial link is that
the improvement process has
started. The popularity of pri-
vate sector is nothing but a great
stimulus for public schools and
one can hope that the under-
dogs can make a run for the ti-
tle someday.

By George Khukhunashvili, GT

Makhvala Gagnidze, far right, walks with locals villagers in Racha

E D U C A T I O N
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Over 8,000 prisoners,
including hundreds of
political prisoners, have
been released under the
amnesty granted by the
Georgian government of
PM Bidzina Ivanishvili
since January 2013. But
despite the large numbers
of released, many whose
cases need review remain
behind bars. These include
“conspirators” convicted for
plotting acts of terrorism
against national and
foreign targets in Georgia
during what appears to
have been a black PR
campaign against Abkhazia
and its Russian backstop-
pers conducted by the
previous government in the
post 2008 war period.

One such prisoner is Koba
Matkava, a Georgian national
arrested on April 3, 2011 for
attempting to plant a bomb on
a central boulevard in the west-
ern Georgian town of Zugdidi.
Matkava confessed to police
that he had been offered 3,000
USD to carry out this attack
by Yevgeni Borisov, who the
Georgian authorities of the time
described as a Russian foreign
military intelligence officer, a
member of the Main Director-
ate, or GRU, based in Russian-
occupied Abkhazia, one of
Georgia’s two breakaway re-
gions.

Between 2009 and 2011
Georgia experienced a spree of
bombings and uncovered vari-
ous bomb plots, including the
attempted bombing of the Kho-
bi-Ingiri Railway Bridge, the
TV transmission tower and the
US Embassy and even a foiled
plot to bomb the NATO Liai-
son Office in Tbilisi. The Geor-
gian government was quick to
lay the blame for each of these
incidents on foreign intelligence
services.

An American-based forum
for intelligence news, Intel-
News, had reported that a clas-
sified US intelligence report in-
dicated that these bombings had
been coordinated by the GRU
and listed Borisov as the main
culprit for the wave of bomb-
ings and terrorist acts. Howev-
er those sitting in prison, and
their families, have alternative
stories to the official ones.
Some parts of the previous gov-
ernment’s official story are not
adding up, especially as they
are reported in the West.  It
appears that in many instances
the real story is that Georgian
citizens have been killed and
falsely imprisoned for the sake
of political expediency and to
continue portraying the Rus-

sian Federation as some evil
empire for outside consump-
tion.

LARGER GEORGIAN
GOVERNMENT PLOT

Matkava shared his cell
with Giorgi Keburia, a busi-
nessman who was released on
bail earlier this year after serv-
ing six months in pre-detention.
In an interview with the Geor-
gian Times following his release,
Keburia claimed that Matkava
was an innocent victim of a larg-
er Georgian government plot,
most likely intended for out-
side consumption.

According to Keburia Mat-
kava was tricked into coming
to Tbilisi from Georgia’s Gali
region, which is within the

breakaway region of Abkhazia,
and then detained and charged
with terrorism. The so-called
terrorist was then subjected to
rushed and less than transpar-
ent court proceedings and sen-
tenced to 30 years (later re-
duced to 10 under a plea bar-
gain extracted under brutal tor-
ture and the threat of being
raped or killed).

MATKHAVA’S ORDEAL
GT has been granted access

to an interview Matkava gave
to Keburia prior to his release.
In this Matkava explains that
his uncle, Eldar Kobalia, who
also lived in the Gali district and
had good contacts with the
Russian joint staff representa-
tives in Abkhazia, was detained

by the Georgian Special Forces
after they had failed to arrest
Matkava himself.

“I suspect that the Georgian
side thought that after some
time my uncle would appear
and start negotiating with the
investigation service represen-
tatives. But there was no sense
in doing that; I even passed a
message to my mother asking
her not to let my uncle accept
any offers for my release. I
knew the Georgian side would
trick him and both of us would
certainly end up in Gldani pris-
on”, said Matkava

As Matkava explained,
Kobalia was just a poor village
man who had not been outside
Gali and Zugdidi in his life; he
would only go to Zugdidi when
he needed to buy something in
the market. But as he knew
Matkava well, “The Georgian
Special Forces captured him in
Zugdidi and made him contact
me. His call was so strange that
I thought at first he was drunk.
Furthermore, he said the follow-
ing: “Koba, take our package
and cross the border, I`ll be
waiting for you there.” I was
shocked, and replied: “Which
package?! And why do I have
to cross the border?” After this
Eldar called twice more, and I
immediately guessed that he
had been arrested,” Matkava
explains.

Matkava was then taken to
the Moduli Building of Minis-
try of Internal Affairs in Tbili-
si and questioned by Data
Akhalaia and Ioseb Topuridze.
They advised him to confess
to everything and to sign pa-
pers saying so, as there was
no other way “that is your
only salvation…otherwise, he
would be found hanging in a
cell, they told me,” says Mat-
kava.

He added, “After being tor-

Bombings: GRU Terrorist
Plot or Sinister Ploy?
By HYMAN KAMENOWSKY, GT

tured for two weeks I was giv-
en the opportunity to talk to
Eldar Kobalia. He told me that
he had been raped and tortured
and that life was horrible.  I
was completely confused by
Eldar`s story. In Gldani pris-
on they forced me to confess
because I had no other way to
avoid being raped or killed; I
agreed to sign, and confessed
to everything.”

Matkava was taken to court
and formally sentenced to 30
years. But after ending up in
hospital due to severe beat-
ings, his sentence was reduced
to ten years, as part of a plea
agreement brokered by visit-
ing police.

“Later on, I received infor-
mation that Eldar had died un-
der torture inside the prison,
and later I heard the same from
my mother, who had heard
about it in Gali. Kobalia’s law-
yer, Lekso Arkania, met Ko-
ba’s family and told them the
terrible story of how his client
had died as a result of being
tortured and raped with a po-
lice baton. His body was re-
leased to his relatives, Murtaz
and Levan Kobalia, on condi-
tion that this story was never
told; they were told they
would be killed if they spoke
about it.”

ONGOING INVESTIGA-
TION

These cases and others are
now under investigation by
GT, and contacts in the Zugdi-
di region are coming forward.
Representatives of the
EUMM have confirmed off
the record that many of those
convicted of terrorism may in
fact be innocent,  citing the case
of Gogita Abuladze, which is
now being reexamined by the
Georgian Ministry of Justice.

Many so-called terrorist

cases in Zugdidi were never
properly investigated, and tor-
ture was involved. GT is look-
ing at several other dubious
cases, which include but are not
limited to those of terrorists
sentenced to long terms: those
of Mamuka (Nukri) Shonia;
Mukhran Tskadaia, David
Kekutia, Gocha Khurtsilava,
etc.

As one source in the
EUMM recently wrote to one
of GT”s investigators, “most
probably everything is faked
and the Russian Borisov was
mentioned just to blame Rus-
sia for these crimes”. The
source noted that, “exactly one
year ago a man, Gogita Abu-
ladze, disappeared after meet-
ing an agent of the Georgian
Secret Police in Anaklia (a
town on the coast near the
Georgian-Abkhazian border).
Several witnesses have con-
firmed this to me. I know this
man’s parents, who live in
Anaklia, very well. They are
in a desperate state and believe
that the Georgian secret ser-
vices have probably killed him.
He was also an alleged acquain-
tance of Borisov”.

The ongoing investigation
by the Georgian Times is re-
vealing that it is highly likely
that the so-called acts of ter-
rorism many men have been
convicted for committing were
actually plotted by the former
Georgian government as part
of a larger political game. It
does appear that many of these
acts were not the random ac-
tions of a few rogue and out of
control elements in Georgian
and foreign intelligence servic-
es, as suggested by the previ-
ous government, but part of a
coordinated plot to undermine
opposition of all kinds, includ-
ing proactive efforts at conflict
resolution.

Koba Matkava, a resident of Gali region was charged with
terrorism in 2011 and is currently serving a 10 year prison
sentence in Tbilisi’s Gildani prison.



Monday, April 1,  2013E D U C A T I O N
11

Mr. Fomichev works closely
with Salford (indeed he works
from the same London
address) and put us in touch with
Eugene Jaffe, Salford’s CEO,
who is also based in London. Mr.
Jaffe has made certain represen-
tations to partners which formed
part of a legal dispute.   Salford,
as many Georgian linked com-
panies, was registered in the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands but was partic-
ularly active in Serbia. Salford
has been involved in a scandal in
Serbia concerning the Apatin
Brewery, which is a matter of
public record.  Salford states that
it manages a fund called the ‘New
World Value Fund’. 

All this comes from open
sources and is a matter of public
record. Sheikh Sultan bin Khali-
fa al Nahyan was represented on
the Advisory Board of the New
World Value Fund.  Salford had
close business dealings with Ber-
ezovsky, who was the subject of
an international arrest warrant
in Russia; Berezovsky was re-
portedly under investigation by

More Dangerous Dead than Alive:
Boris Berezovsky Unexpectedly Dies in London

the Swiss Attorney General for
money laundering and being a
member of a criminal organisa-
tion.

The former attorney to
Berezovsky is a man named
Stephen Curtis, who owned the
London-based legal firm Curtis
& Co.  This firm was employed
by Salford to advice on various
legal matters.  Curtis was former-
ly a director of Salford.  Follow-
ing the arrest of Mikhail Khodor-
kovsky in Russia, Mr. Curtis was
appointed the managing direc-
tor of Yukos Oil Company.  He
had an office in Gibraltar. Mr
Curtis was subsequently killed in
a helicopter crash in March
2004. It is reported in the press
that, shortly before his death, Mr
Curtis was working with British
intelligence, MI5 and MI6, in
connection with illicit business
dealings of Russian nationals in
the UK. 

Moreover, it is clear that
there is much history between
the late Georgian oligarch Badri
Patarkatsishvili and Berezovsky,
their real and alleged links, and
the coincidence of their deaths
and MOs. The laundering of Rus-

sian money via Salford Invest-
ments is allegedly linked with
Arabs, and even has a nexus with
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil
pipeline project. The starting
point of any investigation into
all that has been claimed to be
fowl is Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifa
al Nahyan, son of Abu Dhabi’s
crown prince.

The person who was alleged
by closed sources to be the point
man was Giorgi Bedineishvii, a
Salford Director. He worked both
in Georgia and the UK. These
allegations, dating back to Feb-
ruary 2004, have been discussed
in detail with the Financial
Monitoring Service of Georgia.

What is more revealing,

based on what is best described
as ‘local knowledge’, is that the
network of linkages clearly in-
volved former Georgian PM
Zurab Zhvania and his insight
of what was going on both on
the financial and political
fronts. Moreover, there was a
real link with Sistema, another
financial operation which

wished to promote the concept
of a free economic zone in Geor-
gia and much networking went
on with those who were in fa-
vor of such a project. The Prime
Minister had his people posted
to key positions in government,
both in Tbilisi and in the regions.
He was just one of a growing list
of now deceased people who
knew too much about what was
actually transpiring in Georgia
and the extent of foreign in-
volvement, not only in finan-
cial but covert operations, es-
pecially during the two wars in
neighboring Chechnya.

In short, many players were
and continue to be, involved in
such businesses; these involved
a wide range of alleged mafia
and criminal structures, as well
as those serving the foreign pol-
icy aims of the Russian Federa-
tion and Western interests. It is
necessary to collect more back-
ground in order to look into
these issues in the proper light,
and with the latest death in
mind, and work out where to ask
the right questions and really in-
vestigate.

Continued from p. 2

Creating assessment for
and as learning, as
outlined last week, is about
planning. Planning for
classroom atmosphere as a
place where students can
be challenged, take risks,
and learn the crucial steps
to constructive criticism
(feedback), self-evaluation,
and modification based on
those results to show
improvement. The idea
that assessment is a one
shot deal is what discourag-
es our students not only
through the stress of such a
situation but also by
labeling them and not
allowing them to ever move
from that cast once it’s
been set. Assessment
should never be solely a
means of collecting
statistical data on knowl-
edge acquisition. The
challenge for most teachers
should not be how to get
their students to prove a
job-well-done in the testing
milieu but how to use
assessment effectively in
spite of looming exams. So
how does planning fit in?

Planning is less about cov-
erage objectives and more about
tactics, style, and atmosphere.
Teachers are facilitators in the
classroom- we don’t “teach” we
facilitate the discovery and
mastery of information and
skills into the brains and active
lives of our students. Much like
a hostess facilitates the discus-
sion, eating and dancing of her
guests at a party. You would

never tell your guests how to
eat or who to talk to and about
what, rather you provide the
food, company, good atmo-
sphere and encouragement for
your friends to be able to have
a good time successfully all by
themselves. Who doesn’t want
that in their classroom?! How-
ever, in an ever more standard-
ized and controlled educational
atmosphere it is easier and eas-
ier to lose sight of that or to be
unable to learn and achieve it in
the first place. An excellent ex-
ample of the plight of classroom
teaching is Georgia’s recent ex-
perience with foreign English
teachers working alongside
Georgians to improve teaching
technique.

Barring cultural differences
and the difficulties of the pro-

gram outside of the simple task
of classroom teaching hours,
TLG seemed to be making great
strides in convincing local teach-
ers of the importance of plan-
ning. Then, in an effort to im-
prove the quality of ESL over-
all, they destroyed all the
progress they had achieved. It’s
safe to say no one- as in not a
living soul- would defend the
quality of the variety of text-
books on the market prior to
the Ministry’s intervention.
Furthermore it is- although not
surprising- horrific to hear ru-
mors of them being discarded
after all the funding and man
hours that went into making the
program work. Never the less,
the English World textbooks
from MacMillan only exacer-
bated the problem regarding les-

son planning and use of new
pedagologic techniques.

These books were made es-
pecially for the Ministry and
were pedaled to teachers in that
way, “everything we need is in
the book; speaking, listening,
reading, writing, vocabulary,
grammar. We just have to fol-
low the book!” …and learn it
as fast as possible. Not only
were students- and schools-
unable to secure all the materi-
als printed by MacMillan in-
cluding flashcards and a num-
ber of small pamphlet-like
books belonging to the student
pack; teachers were not even
using the teachers’ manual on
how to teach the lessons be-
cause first, they already know
English and don’t need to be
told how to do it so they don’t

How to Reclaim your Curriculum
By KENDRA PARADIS, GT need to be told how to teach it

either and second, if they looked
at the manual for the first les-
son then all the following les-
sons followed the same struc-
ture so they could just repeat
the same process with the new
information.

So how do we turn the ta-
bles? How do we move from
coverage of information in plan-
ning to planning for the learn-
ing, skills, and above all else the
actions of our students? The
answer is actually quite simple.
Don’t start your planning from
your perspective. Start from the
students’ point of view. Not
‘what do I need to teach’ but
‘what will they be able to learn
and do?’ To frame it another
way, start with assessment.
Now I know, “assessment is
meant to prove the results of
learning,” how can it fit any
place but the end?

In essence start from the end
and work backwards through
your plan. Backwards planning,
as it’s known, is a quick and
simple way to plan entire learn-
ing units, a week of lessons, one
lesson itself, or even just a small
task within a lesson. By start-
ing with a task that provides
students an opportunity to
demonstrate what they know
and are able to do concerning a
given concept we can ensure we
give them everything they will
need to achieve that particular
task. The acronym GRASPS
which stands for goal, role, au-
dience, situation, product, and
standards is an example of a
tool which can help to move
through the process of back-
wards planning.

First, provide a statement

of the task and establish the
goal, problem, challenge, or
obstacle in the task. Then, de-
fine the role of the students in
the task. State the job of the
students for the task. Also be
sure to identify the target au-
dience within the context of the
scenario. Example audiences
might include a client or com-
mittee. Next, set the context
of the scenario. Explain the sit-
uation. Only after all that in-
formation is clear should you
introduce the “assignment.”
Clarify what the students will
create and why they will cre-
ate it. Last, but most impor-
tantly, provide students with
a clear picture of success. Iden-
tify specific standards for suc-
cess. The easiest tool for this
would be to issue rubrics to
the students or develop them
with the students.

With very minimal modifi-
cations the GRASPS model can
be used for the planning of ev-
eryday learning and provide
students and teachers with con-
sistent and frequent assess-
ment. As I discussed before- and
this is paramount to the plan-
ning process- assessment is not
merely the test at the end of a
learning unit. Planning through
the lens of your assessments
nearly guarantees the higher
success of your students. As
educators we need to start
matching our assessments with
our expectations and start mak-
ing them clear and attainable to
students. That is how we can
ensure that the pressures of
standardization and the quest
to quantify success will not in-
hibit our purpose in the class-
room.

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T
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The new company is a
successor to the JSC
Railway Carriage-Building
Factory, which had many
years’ experience of both
passenger and freight
carriage building. Few
Georgians are aware that
Georgia is home to one of
the largest carriage
building companies in the
world, and the only one in
the Caucasus.  The
Carriage-Building Compa-
ny Ltd was established in
2005 and is located in
Rustavi; it is located three
km from the Georgian
capital, Tbilisi.

The company is growing be-
cause of its innovation and tech-
nological sophistication, and has
great potential for further devel-
opment. Badri Tsilosani, the
president of its successful parent
company Georgian Carriage-
Building Holding is a planning
engineer, Doctor of Economic
Science and a very interesting
person. He gained his present
position by his own hard labour
and now manages a huge compa-
ny together with his family. In
this exclusive interview he tells
us his story.

Mr. Tsilosani, what can you
tell us about your carriage build-
ing company?

The company has been oper-
ating in one form or another for
130 years and is one of the oldest
establishments located in the
Caucasus. Our business is the re-
pair and construction of new car-
riages - we manufacture electric
carriages, passenger carriages, all
types of freight wagons, wheels,

locomotive engines and repair
locomotives, metro stations and
metro engines. We   also  build
new metro wagons. We once im-
ported our materials from Russia,
Ukraine and China, but now we
have purchased a metallurgical
plant where we will manufacture
the casts for our wagons ourselves.
Georgian Railways is one of our

customers, but only 20-30% of
our production goes to Georgia,
most of it being for customers in
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Ukraine and
Russia. We have large orders from
these countries and also have cus-
tomers in  Kazakhstan and Turk-

menistan and other post-Soviet
countries. We repair old carriages
and build new ones, produce mini-
wagons, petroleum tanks, includ-
ing wagons for grain transporta-

tion, containers and gas tanks.
In the former Soviet Union,

wagon building is found in only
three countries: Russia, Ukraine
and Georgia. We are licensed to
build carriages and also have ISO
certification. By the way, obtain-
ing a carriage building license is a
very complicated process in
Georgia; such licenses are only

issued by the Centre of Railway
Friendship, which supplies all
post-Soviet countries as well as
China, Bulgaria, Poland and the
Baltic states. There are large
countries which have the poten-
tial for wagon-building but are

still fighting to obtain a certifi-
cate. We also train staff in Rus-
sia and Europe, and try to re-
cruit licensed employees, because
to create a good product you
need licensed people. Our com-
pany also has its own clinic and
as part of our holding we have
established  a special school that
trains future employees in met-
allurgy and wagon-building. This
school has 300-400 students.

How many wagons do  you
produce?

We can produce 2,000 new
carriages per year. In addition,
we repair 3,000 wagons a year
which have been “written off”
after 15 years of service . The
demand for such wagons is great
in Russia, Ukraine and the coun-
tries of the former Soviet Union.
Two thousand new wagons gen-
erate an income of 180 million
GEL, and our work brings in a
total of 300 million GEL. To-
day we are working at 50-60%
capacity, and this is a great indi-
cator. The company employs

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

Carriage-Building Company aims
to meet Growing Regional Demand

approximately 1,500 people. We
have big orders from Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Russia, and I think
if these go through, we will pro-
vide jobs for 1,000 more peo-
ple. Our company contributes
several million GEL to the state

budget each year. Next year, due
to our increase in profits,  we
will double our budgetary contri-
butions as well as create new jobs.
I think that we can help improve
the social situation of the coun-
try by creating additional work-
places for people.

What are your future plans?
We are planning to manufac-

ture a new type of wagon. Tech-
nology has now evolved so much
that we can a produce 80-120
ton wagons. In the transporta-
tion of goods it is very impor-
tant to place in a carriage as much
cargo as possible, as this saves
money. We do not want to lag
behind, and by the end of this
year we will be manufacturing
such wagons. We are currently
conducting  market research to
discover  what the new produc-
tion demands of customers are,
where their damaged containers
are going, etcetera.  This requires
a certain amount of money and
investment.

In post-Soviet countries, car-

riage building faces one major
problem – there is a lack of cast
components. Russia makes these,
but can meet only 60% of the
demand of its own country.
Ukraine meets 50% of its de-
mand, but in Georgia such com-
ponents are not made. Russia
therefore buys in additional parts
from China, and Ukraine buys
them from China and India and
sometimes Europe. We used to
do the same, but now we’re set-
ting up our own metallurgical
plant with Italian, Polish and
German assistance. This is a very
important project, as the plant
will supply not only us but neigh-
bouring countries with cast parts.
Today there is a very high de-
mand for these parts, and no
matter how many we produce we
will  sell them all.

We are also intending to ex-
pand our factory further. To cre-
ate an average sized carriage
building company 25-30 million
dollars is needed. Russia and

Ukraine have established huge
enterprises, which produce
20,000 wagons a year, at a cost
of 120-150 million dollars. We
need a medium-sized enterprise,
where we will make 5,000 to
10,000 wagons a year, and there-
fore it will cost much less. I’m
already negotiating with inves-
tors. I am also working with
banks on obtaining long-term
credit on low interest.

The cast components project
is very interesting.  To us it is
beneficial because when we have
such an enterprise we will be able
to recycle our construction
waste. With no metallurgical
enterprise we have to throw away
our waste. For example, if you
sell the waste metal generated by
a repair job, you get just 250 GEL,
but if we turn this waste into new
products by recycling it we can
make a profit of 1,500-2,000
dollars. In general I will recycle
waste and cast parts.

I want  wagon building in
Georgia to develop and grow, so

that it stands on a par with the
global giants. Iran is interested
in our factory. This country has
Russian-made wagons and wants
to buy our parts so it can build its
own.

Do you have any competi-
tion in this region?

We have no competition in
either Georgia or the Caucasus.
Russia, Ukraine and other coun-
tries are very strong competi-
tors, and there are also compa-
nies in other countries, such as
Kazakhstan, which repair car-
riages, but in the production of
new wagons we have almost no
competition. The need for car-
riages is so great that 150,000 a
year are not enough to satisfy
the demand of CIS countries.
There is a very large deficit, and
the 10,000 wagons a year I will
produce will not solve the defi-
cit problem, but they will all be
sold.

Are you involved in  charita-
ble activities?

Yes. We have renovated the
Palace of Culture, which has ex-
isted since the 19th century and
hosts cultural events, classes and
clubs. 1,500 children study there.
It has a big stage bigger than the
one at the Marjanishvili Theatre,
where famous Georgian balleri-
na Nino Ananiashvili danced
when they closed the Opera
Theatre. The  famous Georgian
ensemble Erisioni also rehearses
here.

My wife is engaged in chari-
table work and I help her.  Re-
cently, we and the Iavnana Foun-
dation bought a house for a poor
family. We also help other char-
ity funds. We spent 2 million
dollars on the repair of the Pal-
ace of Culture. We also help build
churches. I believe that the for-
mula for success for a good busi-
nessman is honesty and dignity.
Business gained by fraud or
wrongdoing will necessarily crack
somewhere along the line. Per-
sonally, I always choose the path
of honesty.

Made in Georgia
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