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There were no
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government expected.
Only resounding
speeches of UNM leaders,
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USAID and the Millennium Challenge
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and the Ministry of Agriculture are
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conditions for the development of the
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The long-awaited and
widely-promoted United
National Movement rally
has passed with no surpris-
es as the opposition
promised. There were no
provocations as the
government expected. Only
resounding speeches of
UNM leaders, including
President Mikheil
Saakashvili. Such words
fell on deaf ears for much
of the government includ-
ing majority MP’s – and
most of the populace could
care less.

 
The much touted rally by Geor-

gia’s former ruling elite turned
opposition was a subject of discus-
sion for months in Georgia. The
government was assuring the op-
position intends to bring the coun-
try to chaos; UNM was constant-
ly accusing the government of
putting obstacles in the way of its
party’s supporters with arrests and
intimidation. On the threshold of
the rally ruling Georgian Dream
coalition declared about the need
of re-investigating the Georgian-
Russian war, an announcement
seen by the opposition as a be-
trayal that can bring Georgia grave
consequences.

A loaded statement with lots
of finger-pointing was released
on behalf of Data Akhalaia, the
Minister of Internal Affair’s
former top-ranking official, ac-
cusing UNM’s Secretary General
Vano Merabishvili for a range of
wrongdoings – from the infa-
mous pre-election “prison scan-
dal” to the clashes and special
security operation in Lapankuri,
which has been considered a
false-flag operation to garner
support for the then ruling UNM
party. Moreover, ahead of Fri-
day’s rally, the Prime Minister’s
coalition accused Georgia’s Pres-
ident of wasting vast amounts of
government funds on foreign
trips, entertainment and luxury
gifts for attractive female guests
and Georgian officials.

In spite of this, according to
various sources of information,
the meeting gathered from 10-
20,000 people. The area in front
of the former parliament build-
ing was overcrowded though the
supporters’ ranks became to thin
out near Rustaveli cinema and
Kashveti church. Some analysts
assure Saakashvili’s team didn’t
manage to consolidate all the re-
sources it could, while others say
the number of rally participants
surpassed all expectations. PR
and marketing communication
company GEPRA’s senior con-
sultant Soso Galumashvili em-
phasizes that the UNM has much
more supporters than Merabish-
vili could mobilize. “He has failed
the task,” the expert summa-
rized, adding that the reason for
that could be that the wrong mes-
sages were sent to society. Mean-
while, Ghia Nodia, ringleader of
the Caucasus Institute for Peace,

Democracy and Development,
and staunch supporter of the
UNM, stressed that society is
slowly getting disappointed with
the new government and is turn-
ing its attention to the UNM
again. “This was inevitable as the
Georgian Dream Coalition gave
such promises that are impossi-
ble to be fulfilled,” he told The
Georgian Times.

During the day, the entire area
from Freedom square to Rustave-
li metro station and adjacent
streets were blocked off by pa-
trol police. There were not many
ambulance cars present though.

UNM’s supporters started
traveling to Tbilisi from the re-
gions early in the morning hours.
As some of the party leaders said
the patrol police were stopping
cars and blocking the streets in
the capital in order to prevent
people from coming to the ral-
ly. After these accusations, the
Minister of Interior issued an
order to free up all the roads.

The rally began on time and
it was opened by Giorgi
Vashadze, who announced to the
crowd about the establishment of
a new national movement that
will “lead us to a new and devel-
oped Georgia’’.

The leaders of UNM fully
satisfied with the number of sup-
porters declared their party has
not died; it’s the strongest op-
position Georgia has ever seen.
“Today’s event has shown that
statements made about our death
were exaggerated, we are alive.
It is a national day today. It does
not matter whether you are
members of our party or not.
The main thing is that you love
the country,” minority leader
Davit Bakradze said at the rally,
emphasizing that present-day
opposition is responsible and,
unlike its forerunners, isn’t call-
ing on its supporters to over-
throw the government.

“Six months have passed
since the elections. What has
been improved in this period?
Have we eliminated poverty and
unemployment? Only the gov-
ernment’s relatives have been
employed. That’s why we are so
critical. Ask the owners of small
businesses, and they will tell you
that the situation has worsened
in the country,” Bakradze added.

The appearance of Vano Mer-
abishvili, Secretary General of
UNM, was met with applause. It
was expected that he would name
himself as a presidential candi-
date. However, Merabishvili only
warned the government to take
their hands off of Georgia’s inde-
pendence. “April 19 has already
gone down in history. By your
arrival here, you removed the
danger facing Georgia. Hence,
neither Ivanishivli, nor his min-
isters or Putin will even dare to
dream that Georgia will ever be
separated from Europe. We will
win and the current government
saw today that there are a lot of
people who will not let Georgia

return to the past,” he stated at
the rally. Later on “Rustavi 2”
TV Channel he added that “Geor-
gia can’t afford the luxury of
waiting four years in terms of this
government”, offering to exert
pressure on the authorities daily
“to make them do something
good,” as all their initiatives are
aimed at destroying or stopping
something.

President of Georgia Mikheil
Saakashvili was another leader of
National Movement who won
applause during his appearance.
Crowds chanted “Misha, Misha”
for a few minutes; however, he
didn’t mount the platform or
speak up at once, instead allow-
ing the other UNM leaders ad-
dress the supporters. While wait-
ing for his turn to speak he took
a couple of photographs with the
party’s young activists.

The first thing he did was crit-
icizing Prime Minister Bidzina
Ivanishvili – this time for his
statement concerning Nino Bur-
janadze becoming more active in
politics. According to Saakash-
vili, Burjanadze is “a friend of
the Kremlin” and the govern-
ment itself is “a semi-friend of
the Kremlin”.

“The new government wants
the opposition to be Nino Bur-
janadze, who is a friend of the
Kremlin, because the govern-
ment wants people to make a
choice only between bad and
worse. I want to tell everyone
that people will make a choice
not between betrayers and semi-
betrayers, but between patriots
and greater patriots. If we choose
indignity, we will receive full oc-
cupation of the country. If we
choose dignity, we will liberate
the whole country,” he said.

The president spoke ironical-
ly about another statement made
by Ivanishvili in which he called
Georgia “a small village”. “Geor-
gia has a lot of worthy villages,
but Georgia is not a small vil-
lage. It is a worthy country,” he
continued, adding that today’s
government is “angry” though
the opposition is “reassuring”.

“I came here because you

UNM’s Staying Power Tested in
Face of Mounting Challenges
By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

brought me here… I will win with
you or die with you. Now it’s our
bad times. You had been ques-
tioned, fired, intimidated for the
last seven months, but you still
came here. Many cannot under-

stand that everything is not sold
for money. We came here for our
dignity and motherland,” the
president emphasized.

Friday’s rally was a peculiar
test for the National Movement
that filled the party’s leaders with
enthusiasm. Shota Malashkhia,
minority MP, expressed a firm
belief that Georgia’s population
will not allow the government
to go backwards – to the Soviet
era. “People showed they share
UNM’s values; they don’t want
criminality and corruption, they
want territorial integrity. These
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The new “Georgian
Times” English language
newspaper is just over two
and a half months old and
we would like to continue
to use this opportunity to
start asking our readers
what they actually think
of the paper - no holds
barred.  

GT has been offering a
wider variety of stories and
analysis, ranging from
breaking news to mundane
things. We were the only
newspaper to cover issues
that are especially ”sticky”
and go places where others
fear to tread.  When a hot
story unfolds, we don’t just
cover it as a news story -
instead we buttress current
events with analysis and
provide historical depth that
few in the country have
access to or willingness or
guts to publish. These have
included interviews with
former political prisoners and
persecuted business leaders, as
well as those still behind bars
charged with terrorism;
aspects of organized crime
and subversive operations
involving Chechens dating
back years and their far-
reaching foreign policy
implications.

The Georgian Times was
the only newspaper to discuss
the death of Boris Bere-
zovsky and his links to the
Georgian banking sector and
local companies. GT
continues to track the
current development of the
country, bringing you stories
about the new influx of
immigrants to Georgia from
places like Iran, Iraq, Egypt
and elsewhere. We continue
to pay special attention to
Georgia’s agriculture sector,
providing our readers with
on-going investigations and
on the ground reportage of
Indian investors and others
buying up the Georgian
countryside, as well as the
impact of various foreign
agencies and organizations
operating in the country.

In addition to agricultural
and educational issues, GT
has been carefully charting
the warming of Georgian-
Russian relations, monitoring
the affect of a more curtailed
US foreign policy in the
region, while keeping a close
eye on how the political
party system in Georgia may
be developing back into a one
party system with many
UNM members looking for
greener pastures in the camp
of the Georgian Dream.  

We hope this variety and
approach of coverage has
sparked and will maintain
your interest, but your direct
feedback is needed – as it is
necessary for continued
improvement and to better
reflect the interests and
changing needs of society.

Please send you letters to
the editor at
editorinchief@geotimes.ge

I am
Sincerely yours,

Ian F. Carver

The New
Georgian
Times
Wants Your
Feedback

Letter to the Editor
I’m a visiting scientist from New York for 3 days program

in Tbilisi. Your paper is the only news source for me to receive
the local News. Modern look and fair coverage with content is
a desirable news paper, qualities I think you captured. I would
like to read you in the future as I visit again.

Keep up the good job
Best,
Güven Yalçýntaþ, Ph.D.
President & CEO
Applied Professionals International
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID

people deserve it and they will
get it for sure,” he told the Geor-
gian Times.

Another MP, Mikheil
Machavariani, assured that their
hopes were realized: people came
to support them as they were
disappointed with the Georgian
Dream. “Now our main goal is
the presidential election. We
need to work on this and prove
that the way we had chosen is
the only true way,” he told GT.

The optimism of UNM lead-
ers transferred to their support-
ers. Lela Kobaidze from
Khashure said she was preparing
for this rally for a month and
headed to Tbilisi early in the
morning by train. “I’m extreme-
ly happy. I support the UNM
though I am not a member of
any political party. But it’s not
possible to turn a blind eye to
what was done by the president
and his team during these nine
years. The last six months have
been a period of stagnation,” she
noted.

However, not all came to the
rally to thank or praise the Na-
tional Movement. There were
people openly displaying their
discontent, though they were at-
tacked by UNM supporters. Po-
litical divide in the country is
far from coming to an end, with
the situation expected to remain
strained at least till the presi-
dential election scheduled for
October 2013.
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Mr. Davit Kirvalidze,
Georgian Minister of
Agriculture confirms to the
Georgian Times that the
development of agriculture
is a priority direction for
the country. Along with
support from USAID and
the Millennium Challenge
Corporation Compact, the
Ministry of Agriculture is
now also receiving assis-
tance from European Union
in the amount of 40 million
euros. The GoG and the
Ministry of Agriculture are
trying to create the
necessary conditions for
the development of the
agricultural sector in order
to produce competitive
products. However, it is
hard to achieve this without
International aid and
expertise, and this is why
Georgia continues to
receive international
assistance in support of its
agricultural and rural
sector.

What is the role of foreign
investors in ongoing projects of
the agricultural sector and with
which countries is Georgia now
working?

The main direction of reform
is to get investors more involved
in the agricultural sector.  Hence,
current reforms are strategically
aimed at ensuring that investors
are presented in the Georgian
agricultural sector to the maxi-
mum degree possible. It is first
necessary to create an agribusi-
ness environment where inves-
tors will be able to turn an ex-
pected profit, as otherwise it will
not be possible to draw the nec-
essary investment to this sector.

Moreover, along with sup-
porting the interests of inves-
tors, it is also necessary to con-
sider the current reality in Geor-
gia. We are currently evaluating
some interesting proposals from
different countries, and these
include commercial offers from
Israel, the US, South Africa and
from Argentina. Now we will wait
to see how events will develop
and consider all options. I have
presented today a report at the
International Chamber of Com-
merce, and noticed that the ag-
ricultural sector of our country
has drawn substantial interest
from abroad. Agriculture is the
sector that can not develop very
quickly, and its development re-
quires sufficient time and lots of
management.  We are consider-
ing all proposals of foreign in-
vestors and are ready to work
with all investors which will of-
fer us a healthy investment and
the necessary expertise. It is par-
amount to take into account
various features unique to Geor-
gia: natural resources of our coun-
try and the principles of sustain-
able development, as we are
working according to established
principles of sustainable devel-
opment. This means that we
have to take care of both cur-
rent and future generations and
leave the environment in as good
as shape as we found it so we
have something to pass on to
future generations: the soil, cli-
mate, water, and other renew-
able resources.

Does Georgia already have
modern technology necessary for
the development of agriculture?
And how do you work in this di-
rection?

No. Georgia does not have
the necessary technology yet. It
is impossible to produce compet-
itive products without it. That is
the main reason we need the help
of investors, for technology
transfer. And again, agricultural
technology should also match the
specific needs of Georgia.

Georgia was trying for a long
time (from 2006) to return to the
Russian market. How will the
access to the Russian market af-
fect the Georgian economy? Is
the Russian Market really im-
portant for Georgia?

The Russian market is now
topical because it was closed for
many years. All other markets
are also very important for us.
Yes, the Russian market is very
important for Georgia, but de-
spite its importance, it should not
be the only one. Diversification
is an important principle in ex-
ports, not to put all our eggs in
one basket. The Russian market
is interesting because of its sheer
size and we are also working to
develop other markets for some
exports. Our products, for ex-
ample wine and other alcoholic
products today are exported to
40 countries. The Russian mar-
ket will be the additional desti-
nation, but this does not mean
that we will be paying less atten-
tion to other markets. Exports
to the Russian market are very
important for the farmers culti-
vating fruits and vegetables. The
whole world wants to enter the
Russian market. And besides, we
are geographically close to Rus-
sia, so that we can easily reintro-
duce our products without great
expense. Of course, there are still
difficulties that must be over-
come over the next few years.
But we are working on the prob-
lems and Georgian agricultural
products will soon return to the
Russian market.

What was the situation in the
agricultural sector in the period
when you were appointed as
minister, and what challenges
stand before you now?

A year ago, I faced a really
difficult situation. The main
problem is that the manufactur-
ers of agricultural products, in-
cluding farmers and peasants
have no identification documents
in proving their private proper-
ty. In addition, the infrastructure
had all but been destroyed, irri-
gation systems did not work, no
drainage, no available rural cred-
it, have not been established ru-
ral advisory “consultation cen-
ters” – and hence  was no re-
quired direction for food safety
standards.  It is clear that we have
a long way to go. Much has been
accomplished but we still have
much to accomplish in a short
period of time.

What about the law of land
property? As you know, after the
State reform in the 1990’s, many
farmers and peasants lost their
land plots. I mean, how will this

problem be solved?
First of all, we can not fully

assess the reform undertaken by
the government in terms of land
deprivation. The above-men-
tioned reform was not complet-
ed, but because only 30% of land-
owners have document certifi-
cates of their real estate. It is
necessary to classify existing
plots of land and survey them
under the Unified Land Code.
This issue is not the prerogative
of the Ministry of Agriculture as
land registration task are within
the scope of the Public Registry;
however, our ministry is inter-
ested in resolving this issue, as
secure land rights are essential
to sustainable agriculture. We are
intensively working as a com-
mission and this will involve dif-
ferent ministries: the Ministry

of Justice, Ministry of Agricul-
ture, the Ministry of Economy
and the Ministry of Environ-
ment. In the nearest future, we
will present a scheme, i.e. a con-
cept on how after the initial reg-
istration, each individual will
have his or her certificate of pri-
vate property.

Almost half of the villages in
the regions are empty. Their
population either comes to the
capital or departs for foreign
countries. Do you think that they
will be able to return to their vil-
lages?

We cannot make them re-
turn. But of course at the time
when agriculture was not a pri-
ority, people began leaving their
villages. The peasants should
have necessary conditions for
the development of their agri-
culture and we will create such
conditions. For example, in Ka-
kheti a few families which had
been working in Europe came
home. They were back, engaged
in new projects and work here.
The irrigation system is almost
entirely destroyed in the regions.
There are 300,000 hectares to
be provided with water, but the
former government has provid-
ed irrigation water only a frac-
tion of this amount, less than
one-tenth of the actual need. In
western Georgia, at least 150 vil-
lages need drainage projects.

Is the situation the same in
each region?

Yes, the situation is the same
everywhere; the irrigation prob-
lem remains. We are carrying out
serious work in this direction.  It
will take only 3-4 years to re-
solve this problem.

What about the assistance pro-
vided by the European Union?

The Ministry of Euro-inte-
gration of Georgia and the Euro-
pean Union signed an agreement
that provides assistance to Geor-
gia in the amount of 40 million
euros. This contract provides
direct budgetary support. From
this amount 15 million euros will
be allocated to non-governmen-
tal organizations under tender
rules, which will be monitored by
the European Commission. Non-
governmental organizations
should create the conditions for
co-operative development in ag-
riculture, i.e. for the creation of
cooperatives in agriculture.

A few words about preferen-
tial Agro-loans which have al-
ready begun issued...

The Ministry of Agriculture
of Georgia has developed a
project “The preferential agro-
loan project”. This is a program,
which includes most of the banks
existing in Georgia. Virtually all
banks and microfinance institu-
tions will issue loans. Then, af-
ter the issuance of loans, the
“Agriculture development fund”
will be activated which will re-
duce the interest rate to three
percent. Percentage may be also

Minister of Agriculture Davit Kirvalidze
expects Harvest of “Real Results”
By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

Georgians support the new
government’s policy of
restoring relations with
Russia and believe unem-
ployment is their number
one problem, according to
‘Public Attitude in Geor-
gia’, the second public
opinion poll conducted by
the National Democratic
Institute (NDI) since
Georgia’s 2012 parliamen-
tary election.

 
After the Georgian-Russian

war of 2008 and the subsequent
Russian occupation of Georgia’s
breakaway regions of Abkhazia
and South Ossetia, which it then
declared to be independent states,
diplomatic relations between
Georgia and Russia were broken
and relations in other spheres
damaged.  This is the first poll
since then in which Georgian cit-
izens have expressed a  desire to
improve relations with the Rus-
sian Federation. 

The amicable tone and less
confrontational rhetoric of Geor-
gia’s new government towards
Moscow has changed the public
mood. The vast majority of
Georgians (84 percent) welcome
the negotiations on returning
Georgian products to the Russian
market, from which they were
excluded by an embargo imposed
before the war. The current rela-
tions between Georgia and Rus-
sia are not acceptable for 49 per-
cent of poll respondents, and 38
percent approve of the warming
of relations.

42 percent of poll respon-

be reduced to one or two per-
cent, depending on what per-
centage the banks give loans.
(This is the preferential low-in-
terest long-term loan). The pro-
gram consists of the three com-
ponents:

1) Interest-free commodity
loan of 5,000 GEL for six months
(Installment) for small farmers
- %,

2) Preferential agro-loan for
small and big farmers – not more
than 8% (financing circulating
assets and the purchase of re-
serves for a short term (2 year)
from 5,000 to 100, 000 GEL,

3) Preferential agro-loan for
Agricultural Enterprises – not
more than 3% (financing of
fixed assets and technology for
a long period for 1 million GEL).

When can we expect to see
progress in the Agricultural
sphere of Georgia?

In autumn of the current
year, we can say that progress is
will be felt. A lot of time is need-
ed for the agricultural sphere to
stand on its own two feet. On
this basis, for the final result we
will need at least 3-4 years, al-
though the first results we be able
see in the Autumn. We are work-
ing in all directions, all this will
continue, and the nature of the
work will take on a more inten-
sive character, as we have much
to restore, to correct past mis-
takes and try to learn from the
mistakes of the last 20 years.

dents believe that the threat
posed by Russia is real but exag-
gerated. 26 percent believe that
Russia is a real and current
threat, while 23 percent said that
it’s not a threat of any kind. This
notwithstanding, the majority
(63 percent) approved of the
government’s pre-election
promise to restore the country’s
railway link with Russia through
Abkhazia. This was severed in
the lead up to the bloody civil
war which followed the region’s
attempts to gain independence
from Tbilisi in 1993.

Though there is now a
marked difference in the public
opinion concerning relations
with Russia, nothing has changed
regarding aspirations to join the
European Union and NATO: 76
percent of poll respondents, in
line with previous figures, sup-
port Georgia becoming an EU
member, as it desires, and 73
percent agree with NATO inte-
gration. Perhaps reflecting this
desire to join Euro-Atlantic
structures, 38 percent of respon-
dents considered that there is no
democracy in Georgia, while 43
percent believe that Georgia is a
democratic country.

“The priority issues for Geor-
gians have not changed. People
continue to be optimistic over
the direction Georgia is heading
and the ability of the govern-
ment to make the changes that
matter to them,” Luis Navarro,
NDI’s Country Director in Geor-
gia, told journalists on April 15,
adding that jobs remain the num-
ber one priority for 61 percent
of Georgians and territorial in-
tegrity and affordable healthcare
are the second and third priori-

ties, cited by34 and 32 percent
of respondents respectively.

“I think these are problems
Georgia has been facing for
years. For us, as the representa-
tives of the new ruling team,
these are the greatest challeng-
es. We need to improve the situ-
ation in healthcare and unem-
ployment. I think that in the
near future some revolutionary
steps will be taken in these di-
rections. As for territorial integ-
rity, I do not believe anyone
thinks that this issue can be re-
solved in a short period of time,”
majority MP Zviad Dzidziguri
told GT.

President Saakashvili’s Unit-
ed National Movement looks at
the NDI survey differently, and
feels that the most important
element is the concern about the
increased unemployment rate..
“For me the most important
thing is the public’s feeling that
the economic situation has wors-
ened since last year. Instead of
fighting the past and destroying
the things we built, we call on
the new government to help our
economy with us, create jobs and
make Georgians’ lives better,”
David Bakradze, Leader of the
UNM, said.

The poll suggests that the
UNM’s approval rate has dra-
matically decreased since it fell
from power. Only four percent
of poll respondents maintained
that Saakashvili’s team ran the
country more effectively than
the new government. Not sur-
prisingly, the initiatives of the
new government are being wide-
ly supported. About half of re-
spondents hailed the amnesty
granted to over 8,000 prisoners,
even though the majority of
these recognise that this would
possibly lead to an increase in
crime.

The NDI poll was conducted
between March 13th and 27th via
face-to-face interviews with a
representative sample of Geor-
gian speakers from throughout
the country involving 3,103 in-
terviews. The poll asked ques-
tions on issues of public impor-
tance, perceptions of democra-
cy, attitudes toward reforms and
various domestic and foreign
policy issues. It was funded by
the Swedish International Devel-
opment Cooperation Agency
(Sida) and conducted by inter-
viewers from the Caucasus Re-
search Resource Centres
(CRRC).

NDI Research: Unemployment
is Georgia’s Biggest Problem
By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT
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The small village of Ditsi,
located in close proximity
to Georgia’s breakaway
region of South Ossetia,
once on the frontline
during the war of August
2008, has recently become
another flashpoint – not
between the two parties to
the conflict that is still in
the minds of locals - but
between them and foreign
investors.  The villagers,
with no official ownership
papers, claim that the land
plots in the area actually
belong to them; they have
worked the land for years
and is something that has
been handed down from
generation to generation.
They are adamant that
foreigners will not work
their land. However,
foreign investors – recent
arrivals from Indian - have
in hand all the legal
documentation, and with
appropriate stamps and
seals. All is properly
registered with Georgian
institutions and the Indians
can prove without a doubt
that they are the new
rightful owners of the land.
Both parties plan to take
the matter to court in order
to prove their case but this
may just be the beginning
of the story.

 
The agricultural settlement

of Ditsi lies approximately 120
kilometers to the northwest of
Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, on
the divide with the breakaway
region of South Ossetia. The
Georgian-Russian war in 2008
resulted in the state recognition
and occupation of South Ossetia

by the Russia Federation. Border
delineation was implemented
between the region and Georgia
proper, as instigated by the Os-
setian side with its mountains and
control of the river head being
used to mark off the territory.
The water supply to Ditsi and
other Georgian towns in the bor-
der area has been diverted.  Ne-
gotiations between Tbilisi and the
separatist capital of Tskinvali did
not yield any agreement as how
to share water rights.  The prob-
lem of irrigation field crops and
orchards remained unsolved for
years. Farms on the Georgian side
are now left with having to de-
pend on the whims of Mother
Nature to bring forth a success-
ful harvest.

In December 2012, villagers
were presented with a new set of
problems: 82 out of 140 hect-
ares of Ditsi’s shared commons
were sold off to foreign inves-
tors. Four Indian companies reg-
istered with Georgia’s National
Agency of Public Registry
(NAPR) from October 15 to
November 30, 2012 purchased a
total of 819,405. 00 sq
meters. G.H. Agro Ltd, LLC S.K.
Agro Farm Ltd, Aman City I Ltd
and LLC G.G. Agro Farm Ltd are
registered at the same address –
49-51, Gakhokidze Street, Tbilisi
but have different directors. The
Agreement on Land Purchase
was notified on December 3,
2012 by notary public Ekateri-
na Kitsi and registered with the
Public Registry the next day.
However, Ditsi villagers were
kept completely in the dark, and
not involved in any hearings as
how this would impact their
lives.  They were only informed
in April, 2013 when Indian farm-
ers arrived in the village and

started preparing the ground for
a new crop.

“When we heard the news
that our lands had been sold off

to Indians; we were shocked. We
went to the fields and saw that
they were going to plant apple-
trees. We told them to stop as
this is our land, and they tried to
convince us of being the new
landowners but we stood firm and
didn’t let them work. They gave
up and left the village and we
filled in the pits that they dug
out. The Indians haven’t come
back since then,” local resident
Giorgi Sosiashvili told The Geor-
gian Times.

 
TRAGEDY OF THE COM-
MONS

Sosiashvili says the locals
lack adequate grazing lands for
their livestock and now they use
the lands the foreigners had

bought as shared pastures. “In
fact they deprived us of our prop-
erty.  We don’t know who sold
them the land but we are not going

to turn over the plots without a
fight. The locals are convinced
that the land was sold on the sly
with a number of violations, so
they have addressed the Prose-
cutor’s Office and Tbilisi court,”
he added.

However, based on NAPS’s
documents, there was no viola-
tion in legal procedures. Accord-
ing to extracts from the Regis-
try, there was no lien, injunction,
mortgage or debts registered for
the lands that the Indian citizens
purchased. The document does
not contain information about
the land’s previous owner,
though Head of Agriculture Ser-
vice of Gori’s Municipality Lo-
cal Government Giorgi Khi-
dasheli informed the land be-

By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

Tragedy of the Commons: lands of Ditsi’s
farmers sold off to Indian Businessmen

For the Georgian Minister
of Agriculture and those
working in regional
economic development,
there needs to be a change
in approach and under-
standing of the main
problems facing Georgia’s
agricultural and rural
sector. There does appear to
be a divide between the
thinking of the current
government and the
previous one, at least based
on the policy direction. But
this does not necessarily
involve looking for innova-
tive ways for projects and
programs to be more need-
driven rather than donor-
driven. Rural development
does not only mean
agricultural development;
rural communities them-
selves must understand
what needs to be done in
order for them to be to
sustainable and discourage
youth from flocking to the
larger towns where jobs and
opportunities are already in
short supply.

Then too comes the problem
of agricultural imports, and how
the previous government opened
the door to cheap Turkish and
Iranian products (like lemons and
potatoes), which has put local
producers at a great disadvantage.
It is not only due to the apparent
inability to produce high quanti-
ties and quality of such products
(economies of scale) but how to
effectively market their products
where the gate keepers of the
markets are those that would rath-
er cater to the needs of import-
ers, middlemen and backhanding
politicians.

Georgia may have been too
quick in the early days after re-
ceiving World Trade Organization
membership “not” to ask for a
transition period to regain its ag-
ricultural competitive advantage,
which was permitted under WTO
rules, before opening the flood
gates for cheap imports from its
more developed neighbors. Hence,
in combination with liberal trade
relations, including WTO and cozy
political ties with Iran and Tur-
key, Georgian farmers have come
out with the short end of the
stick; part of the problem is at-

tributed to their own attitude to-
wards being able to work together
(such as in farmers associations
and processing cooperatives) and
produce adequate volumes of an
acceptable quality.

Nonetheless, the question re-
mains how is it possible for Geor-
gia to compete? With which
products is Georgia competitive
and what potential is there.
Wine?  Even this sphere is ques-
tionable based on price and the
sour taste that Georgian wine left
in the mouths of many who were
impressed with the sample but not
with the delivered product. Geor-
gia should thank Russia for draw-
ing attention years back to the
issue of low quality of Georgian
wine, made out of concentrate in
some cases. Former Minister of
Defense Irakli Okruashvili did not
help matters in the PR field when
he infamously stated how “Rus-
sians would drink anything put in
a bottle, even piss.”

Why are there so many “run-
of-the-mill” fruits and vegetables
found in the Georgian market?
Much has to do with the lack of
any uniform grading standards
and collection points where farm-
ers can pool their harvests and
sort and pack and organize trans-

port to markets. There are also
obvious problems when it comes
to agricultural input supplies, ac-
cess to credit, cold storage facili-
ties, transportation, etc.

However, the real issue is the
lack of access to rural advisory
services, cooperative extension,
and even some of the most basic
management practices: pasture
and land rotations, sub-soiling, use
of green and livestock manure,
liming the soil to improve soil
chemistry and nutrient uptake,
not to mention appropriate and
timely use of chemicals and inte-
grated pest management practic-
es.

Is there a basic plan to address
these problems? The previous
government established dozens of
agriculture equipment depots,
parking shining tractors and oth-
er equipment alongside highways
prior to elections. It is still an
open debate just but how effec-
tive these were, and will be in the
future.  It does appear, however,
that these were organized not re-
ally with the interest of the farm-
ers in mind. Many small farmers
can’t even afford the fuel let alone
rent these tractors, and their land
plots are often too small, even
mere kitchen gardens.

One should also question the
approach of the many foreign de-
velopment initiatives in the coun-
try, including those funded by US-
AID, and what impact they are
having. There have been count-
less such programs over the de-
cades and more are planned, but
the same problems still exist. Old
reports as to what should be done
are still unread and the lack of re-
solve on the part of many stake-
holders is only making the agri-
cultural sector even worse. For-
eign NGO staff in this sphere are
often rotated in and out of the
country based on the project cy-
cle and lack local knowledge.
When new grant money is made
available, they rely on a close net-
work of “old in-country contacts”
still desperately looking for em-
ployment, albeit who more often
than not lack institutional knowl-
edge and technical expertise in the
agricultural sphere. Most local
hires are from Tbilisi and when
they go out to regions they lack
empathy and cannot effectively
communicate or relate to rural
populations, not because of lan-
guage but attitude and being able
to relate to rural people.

This begs the question as to
whether the Georgian govern-

longed to Madli Ltd registered in
Gori (the administrative town in
the region). Interestingly, Madli
purchased the land in the end of

November 2012 – a couple of
days before being sold it to for-
eigners. In the online data of
Public Registry, there were a few
companies named Madli but they
were all registered in 2013.

Khidashli admitted that the
foreign citizens have done noth-
ing illegal, although he expressed
his misgivings about Indians who
he claims are then selling the land
to Russians, who are positioned a
few kilometers away from Ditsi.
“Georgians should not sell
land at such strategically im-
portant areas,” he concluded. 

The fear of finding them-
selves squeezed between Russian
servicemen and Indian tillers
cropped up not only with Gori
officials but the mayor of Ditsi

as well. “Do you see that
mountain? Tskhinvali is on
the other side. We fought for
this land during the 2008
war, no one left his or her
home during that period. For
Indians this land is just a
source of income and they
can sell it to anyone for a
good enough price, even to
the Russians, if they want.
What will we do then? These
plots belong to our village
and locals will not give up
fighting, though I can under-
stand foreigners as well –
they bought the land and
want to work it,” Zaqaria Vati-
tadze told GT.

According to Vatitadze, in
1992 when the privatization
process began the then Prime
Minister of Georgia Tengiz Sigua
issued a decree which allocated
1.25 hectares of arable land for
each family living in the rural
countryside. Ditsi residents, de-
cided to accept only 1 hectare
and leave the rest as a reserve
area for new families in the area
and to be collectively used. On
the territory of an old Soviet
“kolkhoz” (agricultural collec-
tive), the “Ditsi” farmers coop-
erative was founded to assist
peasants with plowing and sow-
ing crops. It remains unclear just
what happened in the late 90’s
after the cooperative, “farmers
association” was dissolved but the
issue of the reserve land has been
unsettled till now. The only doc-
ument Ditsi villagers have today
is Meeting Minutes on the
kolkhoz collapse and the found-
ing of the new cooperative,
which reflects that each Ditsi
dweller refused 0.25 hectares in
order to preserve some land for
new families; the document is
kept in Gori’s archive.

By JOHN B. BRADFORD AND IAN F. CARVER, GT

“Rut Hog or Die” – Problems of
Georgian Agriculture in a Nutshell!

ment can do anything on its own
(and whether foreign govern-
ments actually want it to) and
whether the local government can
do anything that is more effec-
tive than what outsiders have of-
fered? Aid under the guise of rural
and agricultural development
provided under such a scenario is
more politically motivated than
need-based.

Meanwhile, Georgia is strug-
gling to reconcile the need for
investments by selling off land to
foreigners with the needs of lo-
cals while not compromising its
national interests. Is it that Geor-
gians are financially unable or just
unwilling to develop their coun-
try’s agricultural sector them-
selves? The Georgian Times has
already discussed these issues ex-
tensively through interviews with
Indian farmers and locals in Ka-
kheti, with a new article this week
about a new simmering conflict
between peasants near South Os-
setia and recently arrived Indians
investors. We also interviewed the
Minister of Agriculture this week
for his comments on these time-
ly issues.

It is not time to really let the
market decide – but to provide
stimulus to growers to go for larg-
er scale and work together in col-
lective efforts in this difficult
transition period, and if not, tax
land that is not being used – and
support efforts to seed down that
land where at least it will be avail-
able to future generations when
Georgians are unable to afford im-
ported food products and will have
to do like their ancestors – make
a living off the land or get off and
let others take their place.

Continued on p. 8
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Businesses Warn Against New Labor Code

A Group of Dutch experts,
specially invited by
Georgia’s Ministry of
Environmental Protection
to review the Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment of
the controversial Khudoni
hydropower project,
presented their prelimi-
nary conclusions and
recommendations. Accord-
ing to the experts, the EIA
report prepared by the
Georgian experts has flaws
and requires corrections if
it is to meet international
standards. As the foreign
experts stated, the report
contains very important
issues that require
attention; they recommend
the MoEP to not grant
permission for the facility’s
construction if the investor
does not properly take the
report’s findings into
consideration.

“We advise to postpone of
the Khudoni hydroelectric pow-
er station’s construction for at
least a year to prepare a full re-
port on the possible consequenc-
es of the construction,” com-
mented Arent Kalkhof, head of
the international expert group.

Georgia invited NCEA (from
the Netherlands), which has been
studying the EIA report on the
construction and exploitation of
Khudoni power plant for over
half a month. A few weeks ago
the group also visited Khaishi, a
village in Georgia’s mountainous
Svaneti region where Khudoni is
planned to be built.

“We met local people in
Khaishi. They are very worried
about their houses, their jobs…
These people have a great dis-
trust towards the government and
investors. There is almost no
communication between the
sides,” explained Kalkhof, add-

documents reviewed by the
Commission do not show what
economic benefit the country
will receive from the Khudoni
construction.

International experts will re-
lease the final report on the
Khudoni project in three weeks.

Georgian Energy Minister
Kakha Kaladze suspects the ex-
perts were not fully informed and
the Energy Ministry is ready to
cooperate with them by provid-
ing full information on the
project to enable them to form
their expert opinion.

“Our approach is to maxi-
mally use the country’s resourc-
es, that is, build the hydroelec-
tric power stations to make Geor-
gia an self-sufficient country in
terms of energy use,” Kaladze
said, adding that energy security
is of great importance for Geor-
gia and the ministry will do ev-
erything to achieve this goal.

As Khatuna Gogaladze, Min-
ister of Environmental Protec-
tion of Georgia stated, they ab-
solutely trust the recommenda-
tions of the Dutch experts.

“This is a very experienced,
authoritative and independent
commission that provides con-
sultations on environmental im-
pact assessments to many coun-
tries around the world,” she stat-
ed. “We are waiting for their fi-
nal report to make a decision.”

“According to the report cre-
ated by the international experts,
the MoEP is unable to make a
positive decision on the Khudo-
ni power plant project,” stated
Nino Chkhobadze, ecologist and
ex Minister of Environmental
Protection after the viewing the
presentation.

The construction of the
Khudoni power plant has long
been a controversial topic. Con-
struction started in the late
1970s under Soviet rule, and was
just as contentious then. In the
late 1980s construction works
were put on hold amid mass pro-
tests against the project.

Uncertain Fate of Khudoni
Hydropower Construction Amid
Enviro and Social Concerns

ing that “the resettlement plan,
involved in the environmental
and social assessment does not
meet international standards.”

As Zurab Nizharadze, a teach-
er from Khaishi stated “the lo-
cals fear an ecological and eco-
nomic catastrophe that will be
caused by the project if it is real-
ized.”

“Our church, where our an-
cestors prayed, where we and our
children are praying now will be
flooded. Cemeteries dating back
to the early Middle Ages and new
ones will be flooded too. No one
in this village will leave the grave
of his/her ancestor. We will take
our graves with us,” Nizharadze
told the Georgian Times.

“We are against these con-
structions. Yes, we want the en-
ergy and hydropower to develop
and the country to move for-
ward but not at the expense of
the local people’s livelihoods,”
he continued.

Aiming to start construction
on the 702 Megawatt capacity
Khudoni hydropower plant,
which envisages a 170 meter-
high concrete arched dam and a
3.5 mln cubic meter artificial
reservoir, Trans Electrica Ltd,
an Indian company, has signed a
deal with the Ministry of Ener-
gy and Natural Resources of Geor-
gia in 2012.

If the Environment and So-
cial Impact Assessment docu-

ment of the Khudoni project is
approved by the Ministry, its
construction will be launched.
The hydropower plant will re-
quire 528 hectares of the high-
land Svaneti region to be cov-
ered by water, flooding the hous-
es of more than 260 families and
others from adjacent settle-
ments, as well as an 11th centu-
ry church.

Estimated at a value of USD
1 billion, the Khudoni project is
the first Indian venture in Geor-
gia’s energy sector. Construction
is scheduled to start as soon as
permission is granted, with the
project expected to take 6 years
to complete.

The international expert
group working on the Khudoni
project includes geologists, seis-
mologists, hydrotechnologists,
experts of biodiversity, social and
replacement issues, as well as
experts of energy economy and
environmental impact assess-
ments.

During the presentation,
Dutch experts underlined three
main issues that need more at-
tention from the government’s
side before any final decision is
made: firstly, social aspects have
not been properly studied – the
population does not have enough
information; secondly, the life
expectancy of the Khudoni pow-
er plant may be reduced from 95
years to 30 years; and the third -

This week the Parliament
of Georgia will continue its
debate on the planned
amendments to Labor
Legislation. Comments and
recommendations proposed
by local NGOs and interest-
ed organizations have been
taken into account by the
authors of the draft Law.
Nevertheless, issues
remain which still require
improvement in order to
achieve the key objective of
the Labor Code: to make
the relations between an
employer and an employee
as balanced and as equal as
possible.

Parliament’s decision to
change the Labor Code of Geor-
gia has raised concerns within
Georgia’s business community.
Representatives of the business
community say the new labor
code may have a negative effect
on employment, business growth,
investment and the people’s well-

being as a whole.
The draft law, prepared by the

Ministry of Justice, is focused on
regulating and balancing the in-
terests of employers and employ-
ees, aiming to create fair labor
conditions for all. During a five-
month period, the ministry held
meetings with business and trade
unions, employers’ associations,
as well as local and international
organizations, to ensure that the
Labor Code was just and impar-
tial.

The amendments underline
tolerance in pre-contract rela-
tions and address issues related to
overtime. As stated by the draft
law, the probation period must be
paid and the amount should be
determined by the agreement be-
tween the parties; while overtime
wages must be paid hourly and at
an increased rate.

Additionally, the most criti-
cized article in the current law –
dismissing employees without
providing a reason– is addressed
in the draft, requiring the em-
ployer to clarify the motive,
notify the employee 30 days

prior and to compensate the
employee with one month’s sal-
ary.

“In my opinion, fair labor
legislation is beneficial to
both the employer and em-
ployee. The approach of our
company is to create the best
conditions for employees,
since a contented employee
is more committed, produc-
tive and motivated,” comment-
ed Khatuna Chkhaidze, HR and
Administration Director of the
Natakhtari Brewing Company. “I
can state with certain pride that
Natakhtari has been using the
principles which are to be imple-
mented under the amended code,”
she continued.

American Chamber of Com-
merce (AmCham) in Georgia and
International Chamber of Com-
merce (ICC) of Georgia released
statements calling on the Parlia-
ment and the government to ur-
gently consider their concerns.

The American Chamber of
Commerce in Georgia has been
actively engaged in the working
process of amending the Labor

Code together with other business
associations. The chamber wel-
comes the initiative of the gov-
ernment to create a balanced and
fair Labor Code, but believes that
some of the points should be ur-
gently reconsidered in order to
reach a fair Labor Code that pro-
motes employment and business
growth “rather than one that cre-
ates unemployment and business
stagnation.”

AmCham states firstly that
the companies must be allowed
to make one-year term contracts
with employees, granting them
stability and better financial and
administrative planning for com-
panies. Secondly, the draft code
does not allow companies to in-
clude a mutually agreed upon pro-
vision in their contracts that pro-
hibits employees from sharing
confidential knowledge and infor-
mation about a company with its
competitors. They note that this
is a very standard provision in
European and American employ-
ment agreements.

AmCham also raises concerns
about the required 40 hour work

week in the draft code. Specific
types of jobs require more than
40 hours in one week and less in
others, so AmCham suggests
granting the company the right
to contract employees for more
than 40 hours a week based on a
mutual agreement and governed
by the requirements for equiva-
lent rest time.

At this stage, government
members do not agree with Am-
Cham and ICC of Georgia. Ac-
cording to Aleksandre Baramidze,
the Deputy Minister of Justice,
the balanced labor relationships
and employees’ legal guarantees
were the key concerns through-
out the creation of the draft, as
well as the obligation to pursue
them under international stan-
dards.

“There is no Labor Code in
Georgia at present. According to
the current code, only one side –
the employer, has all rights and
almost zero obligations and the
second side – employee, has only
obligations and no rights at all,”
stated Baramidze.

Georgian Young Lawyers’ As-

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT sociassion (GYLA) positively
evaluates the new Labor Legisla-
tion.

“During the working period
we provided the Ministry of Jus-
tice with our recommendations
and some of them are involved
in the amendments. But the draft
has its flaws and some of the is-
sues still need to be improved,”
explained Lina Gvinianidze, Par-
liamentary Secretary of GYLA.
“We do not agree with the con-
tract termination part. There is
not substantial changes made in
it and the employer still has large
amount of rights.”

According to Gvinianidze,
GYLA is going to announce its
recommendations at the coming
parliament sessions.

The planned amendments to
the Labor Legislation should have
been discussed on April 17 but
Dimitri Khundadze, the chairman
of Healthcare and Social Issues
Committee of Georgian Parlia-
ment asked to postpone it for the
next week to review all the de-
tails related to this problematic
issue.

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

Tragedy of the
Commons: lands
of Ditsi’s farmers
sold off to Indians
Businessmen

DODGY DOCUMENTS?
Meanwhile, Indian citizens

claim that they hold stronger le-
gal proof, and in fact they are
the new landowners. As Ravinder
Singh, director of S.K. Agro Farm
Ltd, told GT, he hired a notary to
provide legal assistance. After
studying the documents the no-
tary public approved the agree-
ment and took it to the Public
Registry to re-register the land in
the foreigner’s name.

“I along with my companions
started cultivating the land in
December 2012 but no one came
and told us this was their plot.
We went back to India for awhile;
when we returned and traveled to
Ditsi again to plant apple-trees,
the locals came and prevented us
from working. I don’t know at
whose instigation they come but
[those] villagers had no legal right
to drive us away as we didn’t
break any law. We addressed the
police but no action was taken
till now. If they do not investi-
gate the case we will take it to
court,” Ravinder Singh stressed.

Singh added that he initially
was brought to Ditsi by Georgians,
who told him the land was for
sale. The Indian investor was
neither informed that the land
was situated near the occupied
territory and belonged to reserve
area of the village, nor that it
suffered irrigation problems.  “I
paid 2,000 USD per hectare and
now I can’t even work my land.
If there were any problems with
this land your government should
put a ban on it instead of selling
it to foreigners. How should we
know what’s going on in Geor-
gia? We just checked the owner-
ship status and as long as every-
thing checked out, we proceeded
with the agreement. Now the

government should protect us and
our right, otherwise no one will
come to Georgia and invest their
money. If they don’t want for-
eigners coming to Georgia they
should say it clearly,” he empha-
sized.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICUL-
TURAL DEVELOPMENT

Meanwhile, Georgia’s Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili has
hailed foreign farmers’ desire to
take part in developing Georgian
agriculture. The Head of the Cab-
inet emphasized that the new
government does not have the
right to renege on previous con-
cluded agreements signed legally
by the previous authorities, and
even those implied in law. “If we
commit an illegal action then the
consequences will be severe. It will
only take 2-3 land ownership cas-
es and our economy will be dam-
aged,” implying that the demands
of Georgian peasants to nullify
the contracts on land purchases
signed with foreign citizens is not
in the best interest of Georgia.

According to informal sourc-
es, agricultural land in Georgia has
been sold to foreigners in upward
of 70 villages. Mainly purchasers
are citizens of Pakistan, Turkey,
India and China. It is clear to
many that such actions are pre-
dominately financially motivat-
ed and that all options to develop
the agricultural sector have not
been pursued.  The legality of such
land purchases is open to further
discussion – but one thing is cer-
tain, buyers must be beware and
those working in government
should be aware of the social, eco-
nomic and cultural aspects of sell-
ing land to foreigners – especial-
ly in times when the agricultural
sector is the most promising part
of the economy for sustainable
development.

Continued  from p. 6
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Ahead of the planned rally
on April 19, President
Saakashvili’s United
National Movement (UNM)
party was racked by a
number of controversies,
involving allegations voiced
against secretary general of
UNM Vano Merabishvili
purportedly by his former
subordinate and senior
interior ministry official
Data Akhalaia, as well as
the release of previously
secret Presidential
spending records. “UNM is
a strongly united team
based on values and there
is no internal strife within
the party”, stated President
Saakashvili, who is also a
chairman of UNM.

A message posted on Face-
book allegedly by a former offi-
cial who fled from Georgia after
the October parliamentary elec-
tions has triggered a massive out-
cry in the country. As Akhalaia’s
statement reads, “one man –
Vano Merabishvili is guilty of all
disasters that happened in Geor-
gia.”

“I have been observing the
ongoing painful situation in my
country over the seventh
months I’ve been away from my
homeland. I think, analyze the

past and I am becoming more
and more convinced that only
one man triggered all the disas-
ters that happened in Georgia;
the man who destroyed the gov-
ernment and the country in his
struggle against me and my
brother,” Akhalaia stated.

In addition, Akhalaia wrote
that the Lapankuri incident was
planned by Vano Merabishvili and
implemented by Giorgi Lortki-
panidze against his brother Ba-
cho Akhalaia.

The authenticity of the mes-
sage, which probably belongs to
a strongman of Saakashvili’s
government, cannot be verified,
but it has caused strong reactions
and a heated discussion in the
country. Although Data Akhala-
ia’s lawyer Irakli Zakareishvili
twice confirmed that this letter
really was written by his client,
family members and friends call
it a fabrication.

Data Akhalaia led the power-
ful constitutional security de-
partment within the Interior
Ministry for years and then
served as deputy defense minis-
ter before the October 2012 par-
liamentary elections.

Data Akhalaia, now in exile,
according to several Georgian
media in Turkey, and is wanted
in Georgia for crimes involving
assault on a police officer, is the

elder brother of Bacho Akhala-
ia, the former defense minister
who now is in prioson and going
through several court hearings.
Their father is Roland Akhalaia,
a former prosecutor who now is
MP with the opposition UNM
party.

The day after Data Akhala-
ia’s statement, Marika Verulash-
vili, a member of parliament who
left the UNM faction after the
parliamentary elections and be-
came an independent MP, said
that she thinks “it is a crime to
be together with Vano Merabish-
vili.”

“The failure of the National
Movement in the parliamenta-
ry elections is because of Mera-
bishvili,” she commented at the
Tbilisi City Court, where she at-
tended the trial of Bacho Akhala-
ia.

As she claims, Merabishvili
is not accustomed to listening to
the truth, but “he will have to
listen to the truth and many un-
pleasant surprises await him in
the nearest future.”

Asked about allegations
voiced by former UNM MP
Marika Verulashvili and accusa-
tions purportedly leveled by
former senior interior ministry
official Data Akhalaia, Mera-
bishvili responded: “Unfortu-
nately many of my friends failed

to resist pressure, blackmailing
and I can only regret it. But the
core team of the National Move-
ment is firm and the current gov-
ernment will fail to terrorize the
majority of them.”

Merabishvili added that the
latest events were related to the
UNM’s April 19 rally, which he
claimed the Ivanishvili’s govern-
ment was afraid of.

The statement spread in the
social network reads that Akhala-
ia plans to come to Georgia in
the near future and answer ques-
tions. The chief prosecutor told
journalists at a press conference
that if Data Akhalaia returns, he
will be detained immediately.

In the interview with Geor-
gian TV station Rustavi 2, Pres-
ident Mikheil Saakashvili denied
UNM infighting. “I don’t even
want to talk about it; it’s simply
not serious,” he commented.

As President commented he
had never had close ties with
Data Akhalaia and since the Rose
Revolution he had met him only
“two or three times.” “I do not
think that he was an activist of
the National Movement at all,”
Saakashvili stated, adding that
the in the Parliament the UNM
“has a very good team” of law-
makers.

Saakashvili also downplayed
allegations of misspending pub-

A “dump” of controversial
information last week by
an American journalist has
touched upon a number of
highly sensitive topics in
Georgia. It created a flurry
of media activity that
subsequently went viral on
social networking sites,
prompting a response from
the US Embassy in Tbilisi.

The information, which in-
cludes allegations of US military
contractors involvement in the
Georgian-Russian war, the death
of the country’s former Prime
Minister and a recently estab-
lished 150 USD million biologi-
cal reference laboratory near the
Georgian capital of Tbilisi, was
both supported and discounted by
local officials and influential el-
ements of in the country.

On April 16, Jeffrey Silver-
man, a long term resident of
Georgia, 20 years plus, and
former US Army Scout, who had
provided advisory services to
incumbent Georgian President
Mikheil Saakashvili prior to
coming to power with the 2003
Rose Revolution, was inter-
viewed by the local newspaper
Kvela Siakhle (All the News) and
followed up with interviews with
all main TV stations (with the
noted exception of Rustavi2).

In his interviews, Silverman
claims that shortly after the sus-
picious death of Georgian Prime
Minister Zurab Zhvania in 2004,

a intimate contact of an agent
of the United States Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) who
had been assigned to Georgia and
provided him the name of the
person who had destroyed evi-
dence that would have showed
that Zhvania did not die from a
faulty Iranian gas heater, but was
murdered.

Silverman claimed that FBI
agent Brian Parrmann, directed
by the then leadership of the
United States, had destroyed the
forensic evidence because the
real cause of the murder would
have damaged the image of
Saakashvili and negatively im-
pacted US foreign policy in Geor-
gia and the wider region.

The American journalist also
claimed that there is a biological
weapons laboratory in Tbilisi

which houses deadly bio agents
that can be weaponized (anthrax,
measles, and black plague and
H1N1 bacteria). Similar informa-
tion has also been alleged by a
Norwegian journalist who was
attacked during a site visit, as
reported in the Georgian Times
several years ago.

As Silverman describes in his
recent interviews, the “bio
weapons laboratory” was con-
structed in 2007 by US con-
struction engineering company
Bechtel National. Anna Zhva-
nia, the former head of the Geor-
gian Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice, was the appointed labora-
tory director. He claims that the
laboratory is scheduled to pro-
duce biological weapon compo-
nents, which are prohibited in
the United States.

“If there is an emergency at
the laboratory, Georgia will be
wiped off the face of the earth,”
Silverman said, adding that there
are plans to produce Anthrax,
measles, black plague and H1N1.
“It is possible that these viruses
are being artificially spread, and
in fact measles is a serious prob-
lem in this country today.”

Silverman asserted that a
counterpart laboratory has also
been operating in Georgia’s Black
Sea coastal city of Kobuleti un-
der the auspices of the UK’s
Ministry of Defence that deals
with plant diseases, and that there
is also a smaller satellite biolog-
ical laboratory in Kutaisi.

Perhaps most timely, follow-
ing the Georgian government’s
recent announcement to conduct
a thorough local investigation
into the causes of the Georgian-
Russian war in 2008, Silverman
told that during August 2008 he
was behind the Russian lines in
South Ossetia, the breakaway
region that the five-day war was
fought over. There he observed
events as part of a fact-finding
report that he sent to Matthew
Bryza, U.S. deputy assistant sec-
retary of state at the time, who
Silverman asserts was well aware
of the timing of the war before
actual hostilities broke out.

Silverman states he himself
knew that the war would break
out two months beforehand,
having learned this from repre-
sentatives of Cubic and Archan-
gel, two private American com-
panies established by former ser-

vicemen and retired military of-
ficers and that David Kezerash-
vili, Georgia’s Minister of De-
fence at the time of the war, had
hired these companies to assist
in military planning and train-
ing. This “intelligence leak” was
also reported by the current edi-
tor-in-chief of the Georgian
Times in a US newspaper short-
ly before the actual war broke
out and the date of war was
shared with the Georgian Human
Rights Centre.

“A group of snipers trained
by Archangel was operating in
Tskhinvali, even shooting civil-
ians prior to the actual start of
the war. Honestly, this was not a
war but a Great Game; the mili-
tary command and control struc-
ture had been intentionally dis-
abled, for example, the electronic
warfare unit of the MoD.  Geor-
gia could have won this war, but
chose not to, and this was inten-
tional – as part of game theory
to test Russian resolve and tech-
nology,” Silverman explained to
GT in elaborating his comments
during the interviews with local
media.

These allegations have been
widely publicised in Georgia since
they were made because they
confirm longstanding rumours.
The US Embassy promptly re-
leased a statement in response
to Silverman’s serious allega-
tions, stating “The United States
strongly supports freedom of
speech and the press and has long
advocated for a free and plural-
istic media environment in Geor-

gia and elsewhere. Nevertheless,
with journalistic freedom comes
responsibility, including the re-
sponsibility to corroborate infor-
mation before reporting it. The
interview excerpts Kviris Palitra
published today on its website
and Facebook page contain a
number of statements about U.S.
policy that are absolutely with-
out any basis in fact, and that,
unfortunately, reflect on the ve-
racity of their apparent source,”
the statement reads.

The US Embassy has long
maintained that Mr. Silverman
is not a reliable source of infor-
mation. However, diplomatic
protocol requires an Embassy to
counter apparent misinforma-
tion by simply stating what it
believes to be the correct infor-
mation but this does not appear
to be the case.

The Georgian Times fol-
lowed up with the US Embassy
and was told by its press officer
that “journalists should make sure
that when they report things,
they are accurate and trustwor-
thy.” But when asked about the
US Embassy’s response to Silver-
man’s comments on US military
contractors’ involvement in the
Russian-Georgian war, the Em-
bassy told GT that such allega-
tions are “false” but “has no ad-
ditional comments on the mat-
ter” because it is a question for
the US Department of Defence.
It also stated that to its knowl-
edge that Mr. Silverman has nev-
er been employed as a defence
contractor.

lic funds and called on the gov-
ernment “not to make fun of
it.”

Irina Imerlishvili, the Chair-
woman of the parliamentary
committee of procedural issues,
this week made public docu-
ments, involving spending
records from the Special State
Protection Service (SSPS), which
the ruling Georgian Dream coa-
lition claims shows misspending
of large amounts of public funds
by President Saakashvili.

Giga Bokeria, the Secretary
of the National Security Coun-
cil, terms Data Akhalaia’s state-
ment as raving. “We had some
members in our team that then

Ex intelligence Head
attacks Vano Merabishvili
By  LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

By IAN F. CARVER, GT

American Journalist Jeffrey Silverman’s
Interview Prompts US Embassy Response

degraded and started raving ab-
surd things,” Bokeria said.

On April 19 UNM held a ral-
ly, where UNM leaders, Presi-
dent Saakashvili, Vano Merabish-
vili, Tbilisi mayor Gigi Ugulava
as well as Secretary of National
Security Council Giga Bokeria
addressed to their supporters
gathered outside an old parlia-
ment building on Rustaveli Ave-
nue. Less than seven months af-
ter their  defeat in the parlia-
mentary elections, UNM senior
figures are speaking about their
party’s “renewal” and launch of
a new campaign, which they
dubbed as “new national move-
ment”.
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. LTD Heidelberg Cement Georgia

. LTD Zedazeni  2012

. “Goodwil” Chain of supermarkets

. JSC Georigan Bank

. LTD Gaz-Energy

. Company Geocell

. LTD Sokar Enegry Georgia

. JSC TBC Bank

. “PSP Pharma”

. LTD “Raddisson Blue Iveria”

. LTD “Aversi Pharma”

. LTD “Rustavi’s Azot”

. JSC Wissol Petroleum Georgia

. LTD Barambo

. GIG-Georgian Industrial group

. JSC Nikora

. “T and K” restaurants MacDonalds

TOP 50 Companies in Georgia
Named by The Georgian Times and GORBI

. San Pertoleum Georgia Gulf

. LTD Coca-Cola Bottlers Georgia

. Carrefour Chain of  Markets

. LTD Geoplant

. Zestaphoni Manufacture “Fero”

. JSC Telasi

. JSC ProCredit Bank

. JSC Telavi Winery

. Rustavi Metallurgical Company

. LTD VTB Bank

. Silknet

. JSC “Davit Sarajishvili and Eniseli”

. Company Caucasus Online

. LTD Marshe

. Dairy products manufacturing company
“Ecofood”

. GWP  “Georgian Water and Power”

. LTD Georgian Sugar

. “Sante GMT Products”

. “Natural Mineral Water - Nabeghlavi”

. Georigan Bear company Natakhtari

. LTD “Lukoil Georgia”

. “Aldagi BCI” Insurance company

. GPS Pharm Company

. JSK Smart Retail

. LTDRompertol Georgia

. LTD Elit Electronics

. Bank Republic

. JSC Bagrationi 1882

. GPI Holding

. Company Beeline

. LLC “Barvil Georgia”

. JSC Madneuli Mining

. Georgian Carriage Builders Holding

The order of the following is a list of participants has no significance
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People tend to travel to fall
in love. Somehow we get
the idea of finding some-
one abroad has a touch of
romance. There are quite a
few disappointed foreigners
in Georgia. People hear the
myth of old fashioned
Georgian love. Georgian
men pay for dinners, buy
flowers, write poems to the
loved ones and are family
oriented – this is the
popular myth. It’s like an
epidemic, guys stopped
being romantic, making
the magic, fighting for love.
They call you up here and
there, and give you a big fat
option of bailing out if you
are not satisfied with
something.

America – the country of
dreams coming true – faced dif-
ficult times a few years ago. Peo-
ple fell into a search of a better
future. A lot of them found jobs
abroad. An American girl came
to Georgia three years ago. She
was looking for a job, to get away
from the financial troubles she
got into. Georgia offered her a
stable job, but disappointed her
in the means of love big time.
Cultural and mental differences
led her into major mistakes, yet
her story still sounds brutal even
for Georgians who know about
it.  Her story is quite unusual and
unfortunately not a happy one
either.

Why Georgia?

It was the time of recession
in US. I worked as a teacher and
I owned two houses at the time. I
got pink slipped [laid off from
work]. I lost my houses. I figured
getting away was the best thing
to do. So I filled out a few appli-
cations to go abroad to teach.
My picks were – Chile, Korea,
Georgia and a few other coun-
tries. I received the fastest re-
sponse from Georgia. So in like a
month I was on the plane flying
over here.

Had you heard about Geor-
gia before?

No, but after being accepted
I did some research online.

What impression or idea did
you get about Georgia from the
internet?

That it is very traditional, old
country with a lot of wars
throughout its history. It seemed
scary. It appeared underdevel-
oped, and I thought I would be
walking into a war zone.

Was it anything like you imag-
ined?

Well first we got here, peo-
ple would just stare. Now it’s dif-
ferent and people have become
used to seeing foreigners every-
where.

How did your Georgian dat-
ing life start?

I had lived here for almost a
year. I started dating my host
family’s friend. Everything was
great. We would go to traditional
“supras” and it was really fun.
Yet his relationship with his sis-
ter would freak me out. She was
possessive toward him. She would
have her friends over and they
would sit around me and ask me

tons of questions about the ce-
lebrity glamour of the US. I was
like an alien to them from a dif-
ferent galaxy.

What was their attitude to you
as an American girl?

Georgians think Americans
are sluts. I get that idea a lot.

When did the violence start?
I took him to the party with

all expats. We were drinking and
I got too “friendly” with some
girl. He got pissed. He basically
dragged me into the cab with my
hair; we went to his place and
were fighting. And all of a sud-
den (it was very stupid of me) I
said that his sister was acting like
a wife and he started beating me
up.

Was the sister present when
he was beating you up?

Yes, she was there and she just
sat there. She didn’t do anything.

What did you do about it?
I talked to my manager and

we both had an interview. He
kept denying it, but eventually
he admitted it. My female man-
ager had my back, unlike the guy
manager who wanted to exclude
me from the program.  She want-
ed me to press charges against
him. But when he found it out he
threatened that his family and
friends would kill me.

Did you believe that?
At the time I did. I didn’t re-

alized how much power I have
being an American here, how my
government protects me.

How did it end?
I would have to still see him,

because he was friends with my
host family.

Did they help you?

No, they said it’s an OK thing
to do here in Georgia.

How did you go back to love
life?

I started a new job; as a pri-
vate tutor for a very rich family.
I fell in love with their driver.
He hardly spoke any English. He
was beautiful; it was the love at
first sight. I never paid atten-
tion to the fact that he had “a
low status job”. Georgian wom-
en pay attention to that; they
are interested in money and sta-
tus. Nobody ever warned me
about this kind of thing. He was
from the village. I never under-
stood what that meant socially.
I never knew people would look
down on me dating a driver from
the village.

But he managed to ask you
out.

Yes, the winter holidays were
coming and I was going to travel
in Europe. So after I got back we
went out and I paid. I paid for
everything. I rented the apart-
ment, he basically moved in. I
fed him, did his laundry. He nev-
er chipped in to help. I paid for
every date we’ve been on. Once
we were wrestling and his phone
fell out of his pocket and the
screen got cracked. I said I was
sorry and offered to buy a new
phone. It was not an expensive
one, but he accepted it. I actual-
ly bought him a new phone and
he took it. What kind of a man
does that?!

What else did he do that
could give you the hint of his
agenda?

He asked me to lend him
$2,000. Of course I didn’t give

the money, but I kept on taking
care of him in every way possi-
ble.

Did anyone tell you that he
could have been using you?

Just one friend did. But some-
how I didn’t want to believe it.
He was cheating on me. He would
be here in my house and would
talk to this model girl online. I
would go through his phone and
find out that he was lying to me
about being at work till late. He
would come to my place after
seeing her. He would show me
her pictures and told me she was
just a friend. I don’t know how,
but at some point I believed in
it.

Were you ok with that?
No, we broke up; then got

back together again. I believed
him again. But this girl never
went out of the picture. He cheat-
ed on me again it was late sum-
mer and I broke up with him
again. She knew about me, she
referred to me as a “bitch”. But
he was telling her that he was
just using me, so she didn’t take
it seriously. It was when I told
him that I was going to call that
girl and tell her everything, when
he threw me against the wall and
threatened to kill me. He actual-
ly took a shower after this, got
ready and left all fresh and nice
looking.

Did he ever push you into a
marriage or just taking him to
US?

Yes, but I never took it seri-
ously. He used to tell me to leave
together, and get married. He
would put his hand on my belly
and ask me “where is my baby”.

He would say you are my life,
and my wife, tell me you love
me. But he never said he loved
me. Even if we did go abroad,
what the hell was he going to do
in the US? He is a driver in his
own country, what can he possi-
bly do there? He never thought
that far.

Did you have protected sex?
At the beginning yes, but then

we stopped. I could have gotten
pregnant anytime, I’m lucky I
didn’t.

Did he leave you alone easi-
ly?

When school started I saw
him all the time. He charmed
me. The girl ended their rela-
tionship, she chose another guy
over him. We got back together
again when I found his Facebook
chats with his friends about me.
He was saying that he was using
me and that what he actually
wanted was just to get to the US
and then he’d dump me and
move on with his life. That was
hurtful. It was the last and final
time we broke up.

What did he say?
He said that it was different

in the village; that his friends
from the village would never
understand this kind of relation-
ship. They all thought I was a
slut because I was an American,
so he had to take that position
to justify himself. That was his
apology.

How are you feeling now?
I’m leaving in the summer. I

don’t want this anymore. I don’t
believe that a Georgian guy can-
love an American girl. I gave up
on the Georgian idea of love.

Giving up on the Georgian Idea of Love:
An American Girl’s Experience in Georgia

Funds from the  state
budget allocated for the
Special State Protection of
Georgia (SSPS) were
apparently spent for the
foreign trips of the
President of Georgia, his
family members, friends,
political advisors and
government officials. Irina
Imerlishvili, chairperson of
Procedural issues and
Rules Committee of
Parliament and Davit
Saganelidze, leader of the
Parliamentarian majority
recently talked about the
possibility that tax payers’
money was not spent
appropriately. A press
conference was held in
association with the claims
and now the Ministry of
Internal Affairs is interest-
ed in this issue, and an
investigation is being
instigated.

President Mikhail Saakash-
vili, the star leader of the much
touted  2003 Rose Revolution
often blamed former president
Eduard Shevardnadze and his
minions for wasting state financ-
es and elite corruption. Appar-
ently, based on official docu-
ments, the shoe is now on the
other foot. Millions and millions
of GEL have been spent on
things that are not envisioned
by governmental rules, and in
fact, this constitutes fraud and
corruption.  Most often this is
called elite corruption in Geor-
gia.

On March12, 2013 parlia-
mentary majority members ad-
dressed the general prosecutor for
information about SSPS expen-
ditures. Previously the Special
State Protection of Georgia was
subordinated to the president, and
such expenditures were classified
as secret and not publically trans-
parent.

“Information about SSPS ex-
penditures was secret when this
office was under subordination of
President. After being subordinat-

ed under the current government,
the secrecy status was removed.
Documents include some shock-
ing information” – underlined
Parliamentarian member Irina
Imerlishvili.

As Imerlishvili says there were
two schemes used for spending
SSPS money. It was possible to
get information about salaries of
SSPS employees and expenditures
during visits of foreign officials,
but information on finances spent
for the president and those of his
staff was kept completely secret.

Official documents give us all
information about millions of
GEL which were spent for com-
fort under the president’s private
order. The following is an incom-
plete list of SSPS money expen-
ditures for no special purpose:

President Saakashvili and
Tbilisi Mayer Gigi Ugulava spent
their time in Austria in one of
the most expensive hotels in
2010. Their one week long stay
cost 115 000 GEL.

In 2011, February 12-17
Giorgi Arveladze and current
Parliament member Giorgi Bara-

midze took the time to relax with
the president in Merano sanato-
rium, Italy, for a price tag of
37,492 Euros.

Spending leisure time with the
Georgian president with budget
money is nothing strange for
other MPs. Both former and cur-
rent UNM members celebrated
2013 New Year with Mikhail
Saakshvili in Dubai. Expenditures
added up to 240,000 GEL, again
at taxpayers’ expense.

State finances were also spent
for the trip of president’s family
members to various foreign coun-
tries. While the first lady was
visiting the United States,
16, 618 USD were paid for hotel
lodging. A total of 26,793 GEL
was spent for air tickets for fam-
ily members; 1,190 GEL for
their clothes.

According to these docu-
ments, from 2010-2011 19, 900
GEL of Georgian taxpayers’
money was spent for the presi-
dent’s elder son to study abroad
and for his younger son’s school-
ing.

Moreover, documents con-

Perks for Georgian President
or Blatant Elite Corruption?!

firm that large sums of money
were also spent for personal gifts.
Under the president’s order, in
2011, 3,500 GEL was spent on a
gold bracelet for UNM activist
and current Parliamentarian
Mariam Sajaia. Also, 1,599 GEL
was spent for a IPHONE 4 for
Tinatin Bokuchava.

It appears that Georgian cui-
sine could not satisfy the presi-
dent’s taste. He hired a Spanish
cook. With expenditures reach-
ing 25, 000 GEL per month. The
cook served the president for two
years and a total of half a mil-
lion GEL was spent for such ser-
vices.

Experts say that these docu-
ments confirm what many have
suspected for years: elite corrup-
tion. UNM Parliamentarian dep-
uties think that publishing those
documents is unjustified. They
say that it harms the SSPS’ im-
age.

“Government thinks that
UNM is developing steadily and
fast…their only target of these
documents is to discredit UNM.
The government must take care

of elite corruption amongst their
members” – noted Parliamentar-
ian minority member Giorgi
Kandelaki in a conversation with
journalists.

Parliamentarian majority
members say that some current
parliamentarians are also partici-
pants of spending money for pur-
chases that are unjustified. For this
reason, they feel it is important
to create Parliament commission
which will investigate such facts
in more detail. Parliament will
continue to work on the docu-
ments in nearest future and in co-
operation with the general pros-
ecutor.

Experts think that SSPS ex-
penditures must have become the
sphere of interest for State Au-
dit office of Georgia. As is ap-
parent, the head of Audit Office
never became interested in the
expenditures made by the presi-
dent and his family members with
indifference to opposition po-
litical parties.

After these facts were open-
ly revealed, many people start-
ed talking about morality and
ethics. It is clear that the new
government is obliged to put a
law in place that will prevent such
things from happening again.
Moreover, those experts dealing
with accountability are calling
for answers to be provided to all
questions being asked by the so-
ciety in light of the recently re-
leased secret documents.

By UTA BITSADZE, GT

By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT
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Standby methods of
drawing a crowd has not
proved as successful as
before, even with the
mobilization of governmen-
tal and administration
resources, including vast
financial means that have
less than transparent
headwaters. The UNM could
barely mobilize and bring
together more than 10,000
thousand staunch support-
ers from all corners of
Georgia. The political rally,
held on Rustaveli Avenue
last Friday has perhaps
been a tell-tale sign of the
maturing of the Georgian
people in terms of political
participation.

It was all fanfare and little
performance, which became only
too evident by the “catastroph-
ic political avalanche” for the
ex-leadership, of standing presi-
dent Michael Saarkashvili, as
most especially evident during
the last stage of the rally when
the Secretary General of the par-
ty and ex-Minister of Internal

Affairs Vano Merabishvili open-
ly showed his disagreement with
the chairman of the ruling par-
ty, Mikhail Saakashvili.

Vano storming off as soon as
Saakashvili began his speech was
a sign to many rally participants
as what they could expect in the
future.  The two hour rally was
supposed to be some kind of “re-
branding” for the ex-ruling par-
ty but in actuality it only too
clearly demonstrated the new low
of Georgian partisan politics –
and that the party was more like
a fish grasping for air.

This was one event that few
were interested, not only those
that had been bused in from the
regions in a last ditch attempt to
show popular support for a de-
clining political party.  The low-
level of support from the popu-
lation of Georgia, indifference of
the international and national
public societies (NGOs, mass-
media, etc.), only confirmed the
apathetic look on those that
stood listening to their purport-
ed leaders. The crowd pleaser,
President Mikhail Saakashvili, no
longer lives up to his billing, and

ble and unwavering support to
the ex-ruling political party, and

who will never turn down a free
trip to the big city and some
pocket money to show how Geor-
gia is a participatory democra-
cy.

Georgians know well the core
of support for the now fledgling

By DR.  VAKHTANG MAISAIA, Chairman, Foreign Policy Association of Georgia

April 19 Rally - Getting a
Herd collected in one Place

The Tetrebi (“Whites”)
political party presented its
“Manifesto for Justice”,
which addressees the major
challenges facing Georgia,
at a press conference on
April 16. This will be sent
as a set of recommenda-
tions to the current
Georgian authorities in the
near future.

Tetrebi was founded on April
7, 2009 by Teimuraz Shashiash-
vili, a former member of Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze’s gov-
ernment. It has since conducted
a thorough study of Georgia’s
major problems with the help of
academics and experts in differ-
ent fields. The summary of this
analysis, called “Ultimatum of
Dignity”, provided concrete sug-
gestions on how to overcome the
country’s problems. It was pre-
sented to President Mikheil
Saakashvili on November 23,
2009 but was completely ig-
nored.

“We called that document
Ultimatum of Dignity because
under the previous regime the
[Georgian] people lost their dig-
nity. The main priority of the
previous government was not
the welfare of  human beings; it
was more interested in building
roads, etcetera.  There was a rea-
son for this: if the government
had thought about the people,
and, for instance, increased pen-
sions, it would not have had the
opportunity to steal money from
the pension allocation, while it

could take about 50 percent of
the sums allegedly spent on build-
ing roads,” Teimuraz Shashiash-
vili stated.

Tetrebi didn’t take part in the
2012 parliamentary elections
because it supported the Geor-
gian Dream coalition, which was
ultimately successful in chang-
ing the previous government. It
does however plan to field its own
candidates at future elections. In
the interim it has transformed
the Ultimatum of Dignity into
the Manifesto for Justice, which
outlines 25 major issues, which
the party believes need to be ad-
dressed. It will be sent to experts,
Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanish-
vili and the Prosecutor’s Office.
The party leader says that they
will ask the new government to
consider their suggestions and
demand that  the Prosecutor re-
spond appropriately to the
wrongdoings of the previous gov-
ernment.

Shashiashvili says that the
Georgian Dream should pay more
attention to the issues discussed
in the document and reflect this
in the  state budget. He points
out that the government is re-
sponsible for addressing the most
serious problems facing the coun-
try as well as punishing the
wrongdoers of the previous gov-
ernment. “In order to overcome
the present crisis the govern-
ment should do two main things:
1) create a competitive employ-
ment environment in Georgia,
i.e. people should have the op-
portunity to realise their poten-

tial here, and 2) provide social
security for those who are un-
able to support themselves,”
Shashiashvili  declared.

Among the 25 major prob-
lems identified in the document
is the lack of a guaranteed mini-
mum level of pensions and sala-
ries. Shashiashvili states that the
government should set the same
basic minimum level for all sala-
ries, pensions, student scholar-
ships, IDP assistance and unem-
ployment benefits, below which
they should not fall, from Janu-
ary 1st of next year, but this level
should not be determined by the
state but by unbiased experts.

Shashiashvili also believes that
people in different professions
(scientists, teachers, soldiers etc.)
should be appreciated respective-
ly and their pensions should re-
flect the significance of their
work and level of previous earn-
ings. “However, a limit must be
set for the salaries of government
officials, the president and min-
isters – they shouldn’t be paid
more than 20 times the pension
and minimum wage,” he asserts.

The manifesto calls for in-
vestigating all the wrongdoings
of the previous government, in-
cluding confiscations of private
property, misappropriations  of
state funds and murders. Shashi-
ashvili says that illegally confis-
cated property should be given
back to its previous owners. “All
the illegally spent money should
also be tracked down. We have
information that this sum around
USD 10 billion. The murders
which were committed should
also be investigated and the per-

petrators punished properly.”.
The Manifesto for Justice

also includes a demand that the
privatisation of strategic objects
and selling of Georgian land to
foreigners be suspended until the
new constitution is ratified. Par-
ty member Shalva Tsiklauri says
that the rights of Georgians liv-
ing abroad are often breached but
foreigners enjoy extra privileg-
es in Georgia.

“130,000 Chinese people
have settled in Georgia and re-
ceived citizenship straight away,
whereas in Europe and the US a
person needs to live in their new
country for many years and pass
exams in its language and histo-
ry in order to gain citizenship.

A Manifesto for Justice

In Turkey, Georgian emigrants
have to do undignified work to
support themselves and are re-
stricted in practicing their Or-
thodox Christian faith while
Turks want to build more and
more mosques in Georgia,”
Tsiklauri states. He says that such
a policy is not consistent with
democratic values and works
against Georgians.

Tetrebi believes that health-
care and education should be the
main priorities in next year’s
state budget. “Students should
pay only 10 percent of their tu-
ition fees and the state should
pay the rest. There must also be
full financing of children in kin-
dergartens, regardless of their

UNM, who have risen to top
positions in the party leadership;

they are the frontline “movers
and shakers” – for instance par-
liament member Roland Akhala-
ia, father of infamous brothers:
Bacho and Data Aklahalai, most
trustful and loyal ex-high-level
officials to the President of

Georgia. The Akhalaia Brothers’
recent verbal clashes with Vano
Merabishvili and Mikhail
Saakashvili himself increased a
“breach” and politically tore up
the ex-ruling party into pieces.
The so called “Mingrelian” con-
tingency   has been overshad-
owed by the party’s leadership, a
rather hard blow to Mikhail
Saakashvili’s image (it is impor-
tant to stress that namely Min-
grelia region was critical in
launching anti-governmental
protest massive rally against
then President Eduard Shevard-
nadze’s governance, which end-
ed with so-called “Rose Revolu-
tion” in 2003).

A new wave of political ri-
valry inside the ex-ruling party
touched off by new scandals is to
divide the ranks. The ex-Justice
Minister and political figure
Zurab Adeishvili is ready to ex-
plore very delicate and sensitive
information about some of his
former colleagues as part of dam-
age control. One thing is certain,
such rallies for the sake of a hav-
ing a good old fashion meeting
are no longer effective in Geor-
gian politics – if they want ral-
lies then hold them in the re-
gions, and at least this will save
on transport cost and perhaps
local issues can be discussed.

Georgians are growing up to
more sophisticated means of
political communication and
sooner or later the so called pol-
iticians of the last eight years
need to grow up themselves and
understand that times have
changed and it is time to let the
next generation take up the cause
and learn from the mistakes of
the UNM and its most staunch
supporters.

By TAMAR TCHOKHONELIDZE, GT

numbers. Concerning healthcare,
the state should provide compre-
hensive medical insurance for
all,” Shashiashvili says.

The Manifesto for Justice
also demands that the govern-
ment creates a competitive busi-
ness environment, as this will reg-
ulate the prices of products and
services according to its own
mechanisms. It also mentions
the problem of the high interest
rates of the loans offered by
Georgian banks, stating that
these are much lower in Europe-
an countries. Shashiashvili says
that the state should learn from
the experience of  other coun-
tries and ensure that low interest
rate loans are provided.

in fact may be the reason for
the less than impressive turn
out.

It appeared that the vast ma-
jority of those standing were
from the heartland of Mingrelia
(the region well-known with sta-
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13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia
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Marriott Qourtiyard
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Penthouse
12 Metekhi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99

KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

Kafe Leffe
Shardeni Str. 14, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Tbilisi
Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 402 200 
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi
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20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Sheraton Metechi Palace
Addr: 20 Telavi St. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

David Sultan
16a P. Iashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685 

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

Tbilisi
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Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00

Marekesh expres
Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350

Vere Palase
Tbilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. ,
Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,
web:  www.verepalace.com.ge     

Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494   (+995 32) 2 180110

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55;

Hotel Varazi
Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61

Old Metekhi
3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com
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