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Shared Interests in the War and Georgia Selects Its
Terror from Beslan to Boston

By HYMAN KAMENOWSKY, GT

Amid growing speculation
of the motives behind the
twin Boston marathon
bombings on April 15,
Russia’s Kremlin-mouth-
piece Izvestia recently
published an article
explaining that it had
obtained information that
one of the alleged suspects,
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, received
training at a US-backed
seminar conducted by
Georgian special services
designed to “control
events” in

Russia’s Northern Caucasus
region following the Russo-
Georgian war in August
2008. Russian claims of
Georgian support to the
Chechens militants are
nothing new and can be
traced to over a decade of
US involvement in Russia’s
conflicts in Chechnya,
involving Georgian
territory and its govern-
ments which shared
American foreign policy
objectives in the region.

According to Izvestia, it had
obtained documents from Geor-
gia’s main division of the
counter-intelligence department
of the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs that the NGO Caucasian
Fund and the Jamestown Foun-
dation, a neoconservative Amer-
ican think tank, conducted work-
shops and seminars in 2012 in
Georgia in order to radicalize
youth from Russia’s predomi-
nantly Muslim Northern Cauca-
sus republics (Chechnya, Dag-
estan, North Ossetia, Ingushetia,
Kabardino-Balkaria and
Karachayevo-Cherkessia). The
report claims that when Tamer-
lan Tsarnaev was in Russia in
2012, he also participated in
some of these alleged CIA-spon-
sored seminars. Although denied
by Georgian officials, Izvestia
also claims that the leaked in-
formation it obtained shows that
the MIA ceased funding the or-
ganization earlier this year be-
cause “it drew unnecessary at-
tention from the Russian secret
services.”

The main purpose of these
training sessions was to indoc-
trinate the youth and intelligen-
tsia of Northern Caucasus in or-
der to destabilize and propagate
extremist attitudes in the region.
It is reported by Russian intelli-
gence sources that each month
GEL 33,000 was allotted to the
organization, with a total of GEL
4.058 million provided to the
program since it was created on
November 7, 2008.

In connection with these in-
doctrination sessions under the
auspices of the Georgian govern-
ment, in October 2010, a unilat-
eral decision was made to allow
visa-free entry for up to 90 days
for those living in Russia’s vola-
tile Northern Caucasus republics.

Such a change in Georgian visa
regulations was not by happen-
stance. Russian officials were
quick to react to what they per-
ceived as provocation on the
part of Georgian authorities;
they said the move was mere
propaganda and an action intend-
ed to further destabilize the al-
ready violence-plagued region.
The motivation was best made
clear by Georgia’s former Interi-
or Minister Vano Merabishvili
when he said that “those living
in the Northern Caucasus have
fallen under [Russian] federal
power-wielding structures terror”
on Rustavi2 TV, the previous
Georgian government’s mouth-
piece, on October 16, 2010.

Already, Russian intelligence
services had been very active in
systematically documenting how
Chechen fighters and other mil-
itant groups in the area were ob-
taining material support from
Georgia along with outside assis-
tance, most probably the CIA and
other Western intelligence orga-
nizations.

In 2010, Aleksander Bast-
rykin, head of Russia’s Investi-
gative Committee had described
the situation in the region as
equivalent to an all-out war, with
militants inflicting at least five
to six losses among the Russian
Interior Ministry troops on a
daily basis, as reported by the
non-governmental organization
the American Committee for
Peace in the Caucasus.

Such accusations echo scores
of similar claims made by the top
echelons of Russia’s intelligence
and security services, including
Aleksander Bortnikov, the direc-
tor of Russia’s Federal Security
Service (FSB) who in late 2009
said that he was in possession of
audio evidence seized from in-
surgents that showed that they
had close contacts with repre-
sentatives of the Georgian spe-
cial services and “emissaries of
Al-Qaeda”. Through these links,
Georgia “participated in the
training of terrorists and the fa-
cilitating of their movement to
Chechnya,” the FSB chief report-
edly said.

On October 22, 2010 Ram-
zan Kadyrov, Moscow’s strong-
man in Chechnya, told Russian
news stations that Georgia played
an exclusive role in fueling the
insurgency. “There are few re-
maining sources of serious sup-
port—moral or financial—to the
militants. Previously they had
been receiving financial assis-
tance and weapons via Georgian
territory: whole contingents
were armed and equipped from
Georgia and sent to Chechnya.
It can be said that almost the
only source from where the mil-
itants are assisted and trained is
Georgia.”

In 2011, Alexander Torshin,
deputy speaker of Russia’s upper
house of Parliament at the time
even went as far as to blame
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Georgia’s leadership for the ter-
rorist attack at Moscow’s Do-
modedovo airport in January of
that year, telling Rossiiskaya
Gazeta that Islamist rebel leader
Doku Umarov, who said that he
had personally ordered the Do-
modedovo bombing, had either
nothing to do with this attack
or, at most, acted as a broker
between those who had really
ordered it and those who had car-
ried it out.

Such accusations were typi-
cal during a time of nonstop anti-
Russian rhetoric from Georgian
President Mikheil Saakashvili
following the Russo-Georgian
war. Nevertheless, the funding
mechanism for Chechen fight-
ers had been established over a
decade ago and has been well-
documented in Georgia and Az-
erbaijan. It started out with the
Pankisi Gorge in eastern Geor-
gia, where the Georgian Nation-
al Security Agency and an NGO,
under the name of Jvari (cross),
worked together with elements
who claimed to have been veter-
ans of the war in Afghanistan in
designating the Pankisi Gorge as
a no-go zone and thus demoniz-
ing the region as a lawless place
for the purpose of deterring un-
wanted attention. Prior to 9/11,
it was reported that one of the
NGOs involved, ACDI/VOCA,
which was implementing a US-
government funded rural credit
program, was used as a mecha-
nism to provide financial sup-
port to facilitate cross-border
raids by Chechen fighters and
transnational jihadist who sought
safe haven in Georgia’s Pankisi
Gorge; the same NGO ended up
working in Afghanistan in pla-
cating Afghan warlords with soft
loans. Both Chechen and Arab
fighters found their way to the
now infamous gorge and they
were assisted in carrying out op-
erations in the Northern Cauca-
sus, including the Beslan School
Massacre and other headline-
grabbing attacks, for the purpose
of destabilizing the region and
propagating a radical interpre-
tation of Islam in this hitherto
moderate region of the Russian
Federation.

In light of the Boston bomb-
ings and based on human intelli-
gence, it is highly likely that the
Tsarnaev brothers were recruited
by US intelligence agencies to li-
aise with anti-government mili-
tant groups in Chechnya and Dag-
estan, and to further take part in
militant activities. It is clear now
that the FBI and the CIA had been
monitoring them for years and
the elder brother managed to cir-
cumvent the no-fly list despite
supposedly being on two terrorist
watch lists, and took time out on
his visit to Dagestan to take hol-
iday snaps of himself posing with
Dagestani jihadist Gadzhimurad
Dolgatov who later killed in a fire
fight with Russian security
services in 2012, as reported by
the Dailymail.

The Russian FSB’s two mes-
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sages to the FBI and CIA were
not simply meant to warn the
Americans that the Tsarnaev
brothers had become radicalized;
it was meant to be a clear mes-
sage to the US that Russia was
aware of what was going on. Such
collaboration is standard practice
when it comes to espionage in
the post-9/11 period, but these
warnings were clearly different,
as subversive assets who are not
intelligence officersare usually
simply killed when they no long-
er serve their purpose or are
caught in the act.

It is highly likely that the
Russians realized that this was an
accident waiting to happen and a
potential PR bonanza,and it is
conceivable that they flipped the
older brother while he was in Rus-
sia, perhaps by blackmailing him
with threats that his mother
would be put in harm’s way, or
other means, to carry out the
attack on US soil rather than
against Russia,in spite of the fact
that this would come with huge
risks for US-Russian relations.

Moscow jumped on the chance
to capitalize on the US’s own por-
trayal of the events. The attacks
help to expose the dangers and
apparent hypocrisy of the United
States foreign policy, with more
and more Americans now ques-
tioning US support for regime
change in Syria, where the US re-
cently allocated an additional USD
123 million to rebel forces, which
include known Al-Qaeda affiliates.
They also help to spur efforts to
alter the entire American public’s
perception of Russia’s own domes-
tic threats: no longer do the Amer-
icans consider anti-Russian groups
in Chechnya to be “freedom fight-
ers”, but rather hardcore terror-
ists.

Moreover, the terrorist at-
tacks in Boston also continue to
justify the “War on Internation-
al Terrorism” and the need for
closer cooperation between Rus-
sia and the US in combating this
shared threat. It is even conceiv-
able that the US and Russia could
now reach a consensus on Syria,
as well as draw a “red line” on
what kind of foreign activity/in-
fluence is permitted in the Cau-
casus region, especially Georgia.
This is particularly important for
Moscow in the run up to the
2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi,
where post-Soviet Russian gran-
diose showmanship will be on dis-
play.

By uniting US and Russian
counter-terrorism efforts, the
Boston bombings have been an
unexpected windfall for all con-
cerned: the Russian government
finds itself with increased lever-
age in countries of strategic im-
portance and in its domestic war
against terrorism, and the Amer-
ican government finds itself with
a useful escape clause for all that
happened in Georgia under the
Saakashvili administration, in-
cluding Georgia’s role in supply-
ing material support and fighters
to Syria and to Chechen rebels.

Dali Bzhalava
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Most Attractive
Politician

By LISATONAKANYAN, GT

A public opinion poll conducted by the National Democrat-
ic Institute (NDI) has confirmed that President Mikheil
Saakashvili has lost all his attraction for the Georgian
population and the ruling Georgian Dream is gaining in
popularity, although the personal approval ratings of
almost all the leaders of the coalition, including the
Prime Minister, have actually fallen.

The poll results make good reading for the present government.
The Georgian Dream has not yet named its presidential candidate,
but according to the NDI survey 58 percent of poll respondents
would vote for that candidate whoever it may be. A United National
Movement candidate would be supported by only 8 percent of poll
respondents while 4 percent didn’t like any possible candidate. Leader
of the Christian Democratic Movement Giorgi Targamadze would
be supported by 3 percent of respondents and Labour’s Shalva
Natelashvili by 2 percent.

The majority of those surveyed (62 percent) would vote for the
Georgian Dream if the 2014 local elections were held tomorrow; the
UNM would get 9 percent of the vote, the Christian Democratic
Movement 2 percent and the Labour Party and National Democrat-
ic Party 1 percent each.

“I guess I will have to ask my friend, The Director of the Amer-
ican NDI, to pull Mr. Navarro [Country Director of NDI in Georgia]
out of here as soon as possible. He has allowed opinion polls to
become objects of corruption. This could badly damage not only
Georgia’s democratic image but also America’s interests,” Natelash-
vili said after learning that only 1 percent of poll respondents had
named Labour as the strongest opposition party. More than half of
those surveyed (56 percent) identified the UNM as the strongest
opposition party; all other parties were named by 1 percent or less.

According to the poll the Georgian Dream coalition is supported
by 60 percent of respondents, the UNM by only 10 percent. The
President’s team, however, assuredus that its support is actually
much greater. The UNM’s Shota Malashkhia told GT that the April
19 rally proved that the party is alive and well and can consolidate
its support among those who share it values.

Two polls conducted by NDI in 2012 had given the Georgian
Dream a maximum of 18 percent support and the United National
Movement 47 percent. However, although Prime Minister Bidzina
Ivanishvili doubts that the UNM has more than 4 percent public
support. The Georgian Dream’s Zakaria Kutsnashvili told GT that
people were afraid to reveal their true feelings about the UNM when
they were in power and thus the polls didn’t reflect reality, but now
everything has changed and Georgians can talk openly about their
sympathies. On this basis, he believes it is fair to conclude that the
poll is broadly correct.

Luis Navarro stated at the presentation of the poll results that
75 percent of respondents approved of the Prime Minister’s perfor-
mance, although this was 5 percent down on his rating in the last
NDI poll of November 2012. Parliament Speaker Davit Usupashili
had a personal approval rating of 66 percent, while majority leaders
Tina Khidasheli, Eka Beselia and Zviad Dzidziguri had rates of 59,
58 and 52 percent respectively. The UNM’s most popular figure was
Davit Bakradze, liked by 48 percent, while President Mikheil Saakash-
vili only had a 25 percent approval rating. Navarro said that com-
pared to the previous poll, the approval ratings of both parties had
fallen and only Usupashvili and Bakradzehad gained more public
approval.

Minister of Justice Tea Tsulukiani was considered to be the best
minister, followed by Defence Minister Irakli Alasania and Interior
Minister Irakli Garibashvili. Euro-Atlantic Integration Minister Alex
Petriashvili had a negative rating, but the ratings of UNM leaders
were generally worse, the worst of all being that of Giga Bokeria,
Secretary of the National Security Council: only 6 percent of poll
respondents expressed satisfaction with his work, while 50 percent
described it as “bad” or “very bad”. The performance of Tbilisi
Mayor Gigi Ugulava was approved of by 14 percent of respondents,
but 40 percent were dissatisfied.

The poll determined that Patriarch Ilia II is still the most popu-
lar and respected individual in Georgia. He had a personal approval
rating of 92 percent, and 73 percent of respondents described his
work as “very good”. It also revealed that Georgians regard unem-
ployment, territorial integrity and health care as the country’s three
most important issues at present.

The NDI poll was conducted between March 13th and 27th via
face-to-face interviews with a representative sample of Georgian
speakers from throughout the country, involving a total of 3,103
interviews. It asked questions on issues of public importance, per-
ceptions of democracy, and attitudes toward reforms and various
domestic and foreign policy issues. It was funded by the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and con-
ducted by the Caucasus Research Resource Centre (CRRC).
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Davit Narmania:
“We are focusing on
improving the quality of
infrastructure projects”

ByEMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

Davit Narmania, Georgia’s
Minister of Regional
Development and Infra-
structure discusses
problems and priorities in
Georgia’s infrastructure.
As one of the measures to
improve the quality of
roads, the Ministry has
recently introduced control
measures for the quality of
imported bitumen, an
essential component in the
production of asphalt.

Myr. Narmania, how do you
assess the former government’s
infrastructure projects? What
are the problems in this area?

Soon after political power
was transferred, we began
studying the projects that were
already underway. We found
more than 200 projects being
implemented concurrently,
most of which were related to
the repair of roads, water sup-
ply systems, and other munic-
ipal infrastructure projects.
Large sums of money from the
budget were allocated for these
projects. Some projects did not
receive permission from the lo-
cal municipality, and restora-
tion projects for various cultural
and historical sites were not
coordinated with the Ministry
of Culture. There were also le-
gal problems and these are re-
ferred to in the drafts of the

Municipal Development Fund.
Projects related to the rehabili-
tation of roads were justified
legally because they were car-
ried out according to the guide-
lines of international donors. We
have decided to strengthen in-
ternal auditing as a way of deal-
ing with these problems; we
have replaced the head of the
audit service and hired new
employees, who have begun to
reconsider current projects and
have made new recommenda-
tions on how to implement
them in a more effective and
timely manner.

Are there any big projects
that you have put on hold?

There are no projects that
we have stopped indefinitely
but we have seriously recon-
sidered several. Among them
was the Tbilisi-Rustavi road
project, where we noticed sev-
eral inaccuracies and shortcom-
ings. We had to go through a
very extensive process based on
the rules of the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, which is financial-
ly supporting the project.
Guidelines have been included
whereby local workers were
preferred over imported labor.
We will be releasing a tender for
this project in the near future.

What about the East-West
highway project? How is it
progressing?

Construction work is con-
tinuing simultaneously on three
segments of the highway

project: the Agara-Ruisi area in
eastern Georgia, the Kutaisi
bypass in western Georgia, and
the Kobuleti bypass. We have
also added a fourth section, the
stretch between Samtredia and
Grigoleti, and work will com-
mence this year.

How much does it cost?

This project is expensive
because of its quality; as it is a
new road, the surfacing costs
will be quite high. This work
includes the purchase of the
land and soil, then asphalt com-
pactors to asphalt the road to a
depth of 28 cm. Construction
of the Agara-Ruisi stretch will
cost us GEL 60 million. This is
the price submitted to us by
the company that won the ten-
der. Other areas also have their
price, which has been deter-
mined by the rules and condi-
tions of the tender. These
projects are funded by various
development banks under pre-
ferred terms.

Almost two thirds of our
infrastructure projects are
funded by international do-
nors and only a third is funded
by the State budget. We do not
call them investors because it’s
not an investment. These are
just projects implemented with
the support of international
donors.

It is known that many key
infrastructures were sold to the
Russians during the previous
government, for example Tbili-

si’s water and electricity sup-
ply. Can you explain this?

On the one hand, the former
authorities declared Russia as
the country’s enemy and on the
other hand, they made deals
with Russia for their own fi-
nancial interests. As for the
water supply, there is a state-
owned company “United Wa-
ter Supply” which is under the
direction of our ministry, and
we are working with the com-
pany in improving its supply.
Electrical power supply is un-
der another ministry. At this
time I do not have precise in-
formation about what belongs
to the state and what does not.
However, in terms of the water
supply system, I can say that
with the exception of water util-
ities in the Tbilisi and Adjara
regions, all other companies
belong to us and we are con-
ducting extensive rehabilitation.
Under the framework of the
GEL 40 million European In-
vestment Bank loan,we are car-
rying out projects in 25 regions
and local municipalities to im-
prove water supply. Conse-
quently, the companies under
our direction are not associated
with Russia. This was not the
case with the previous govern-
ment.

Under the former govern-
ment, much work was carried
out to repair roads and side-
walks, but the quality is visi-
bly poor. What is going on? Is

the new government doinga-
nythingdifferently?

Repair of the roads is the
responsibility of Tbilisi Munic-
ipality. We are concerned with
projects of international and
domestic value. However, in
2013 we will have to rehabili-
tate 250 km of poorly con-
structed roads. We are working
very hard to improve the qual-
ity of both international and
domestic roads. This week’s
government session we will
confirm new instructions for the
classification of responsibilities
for the rehabilitation of roads.
Very strict rules and measures
connected to the improvement
of the quality of roads will be
laid down. Today, I had a two-
hour meeting where we dis-
cussed the quality of bitumen
and we prepared special in-
structions to control its import.
This is something that I have
not told the press and am ex-
clusively telling you. It will be
announced this week. Thus, it
should be clear that we do fo-
cus on improving the quality
of infrastructure projects
throughout Georgia.

Are there any projects, ei-
ther locally initiated or foreign
supported, aimed at providing
better infrastructure for hand-
icapped people?

Yes, this is one of our re-
sponsibilities. For example,
when we built a house for refu-
gees in Zugdidi, we included

these rules in our regulations.
This means that any company
that wins a construction con-
tract will be obligated to pro-
vide such facilities as part of
the contract.

Is Georgia prepared for pos-
sible flooding this season such
as the kind that wreaked hav-
oc in Tbilisi and elsewhere last
year?

This is a force majeure,
which is often difficult to pre-
dict. The most important thing
is that, in any case, the govern-
ment has provided and will pro-
vide an immediate response to
all the natural disasters that
may occur in the capital and in
the regions. A special commis-
sion was created that includes
me. Our ministry has taken
over the coordination of the
majority of infrastructure
works and together with local
municipalities; we have con-
ducted a risk assessment of lo-
cal problems. We are also work-
ing on a number of special mod-
eling issues aimed at prevent-
ing natural disasters and reduc-
ing potential damage. For ex-
ample, we are working on mea-
sures to reduce the impact of
avalanches, landslides and ex-
treme weather, including hail.
The World Bank will support
us in projects related to natural
disasters, not only financially,
but also with international ex-
perience.

AR becomes Partner to Georgia’s

A Memorandum of Partner-
ship making SOCAR an
official partner of National
Olympic Committee of
Georgia was signed by Mair
Mamedov, the director of
the Azerbaijan Republic oil
company in Georgia and
Leri Khabelov, the presi-
dent of National Olympic
Committee of Georgia.

Funded within the frame-
work of the Memorandum will
be various types of Olympic
programs and projects, sports
activities held under the auspic-
es of the international Olym-
pic Committee and European
Olympic Committee, smooth
functioning of the National

Olympic Committee of Geor-
gia, social assistance of the
sportsmen and trainers, pub-
lishing and educational activi-
ties arranged by National Olym-
pic Committee of Georgia, im-
plementation of regional orga-
nizations programs, and provi-
sion of sports medicine in Geor-
gia.

“Cooperation with the Na-
tional Olympic Committee of
Georgia is highly important.
Legendary Olympic champions
are working in the committee
and we are providing financial
assistance to supports the de-
velopment of various Olympic
activities in Georgia” stated
Mair Mamedov.

According to Leri Khabelov,

at the official signing ceremo-
ny, SOCAR will support the
Olympic committee in imple-
menting a number of projects,
which are planned in the near
future.

“The Memorandum out-
lines the implementation of the
projects, which are planned by
the Olympic committee. We
have many projects to imple-
ment. SOCAR promised to
help and we would like to thank
this company for its support,”
said Leri Khabelov.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Georgian Olympic cham-
pion; the parties mentioned that
this is one more example of the
fruitful cooperation between
the two countries

ational Olympic Commuittee
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Georgian PM Addresses
PACE for the First Time

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

On April 23, for the first
time, Georgia’s PM, Bidzina
Ivanishvili, addressed the
Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe
(PACE) in Strasbourg.
Georgia’s aspiration for
European and Euro-Atlantic
Integration, Georgia’s
territorial integrity, the
Russian-Georgian war and
future international
relations, cohabitation,
restoration of justice and
criticizing the previous
government and President
Mikheil Saakashvili for
“practically controlling all
fields” were the main
messages of Georgia’s PM
at the PACE summit.

“I would like to emphasize
that Georgia’s western foreign
policy course and integration into
EU and NATO represent our stra-
tegic choice that has no alterna-
tive. This choice does not belong
to any particular political group;
this choice was made by the Geor-
gian people a long time ago,”
Bidzina Ivanishvili stated at the
beginning of his public speech.
“Georgia’s decision to apply for
membership in NATO represents
above all a deep commitment
among our people to live with
the values of the West. This com-
mitment was echoed in the Reso-
lution on Basic Directions of
Georgia’s Foreign Policy, unani-
mously adopted by the Georgian
Parliament,” he added.

Talking about Russian-Geor-
gian relations, the PM comment-
ed that there is still a danger of
war, because there is still aggres-
sion directed against Georgia, as
20 percent of its territory has been
occupied by Russia since 2008.

Nevertheless in his speech
Bidzina Ivanishvili said that
mending ties with Russia was his
“big dream” and stated that “dia-
logue with Russia, is a huge but
necessary challenge.”

He noted that his govern-
ment’s approach towards Russia
was “pragmatic” and the policies

in this respect would be “correct,
but principled”.

“We are realistic about Geor-
gia’s possibilities. We will recog-
nize that Georgia is a small re-
gional power in a volatile neigh-
borhood. No sustainable future
can be built by projecting mili-
tary power” explained Ivanish-
vili. “But there can be no progress
towards peace in the region if
Georgia is expected to abandon
its legitimate interests, especial-
ly its territorial integrity and the
right of its citizens to return to
their homes.”

Ivanishvili’s public speech was
followed by a question and an-
swer session with MPs from EU
countries. Many of those ques-
tions concerned relations with
Russia; there were also questions
about the cohabitation process
with the United National Move-
ment (UNM) and President
Saakashvili; minority issues,
women’s engagement in politics
and opinions related to the Mag-
nitsky List.

Aleksey Pushkov from the
Russian delegation asked the PM
what he would think if Abkha-
zians and people in South Ossetia
were given an opportunity for
their voice to be heard, for ex-
ample at sessions of PACE, draw-
ing on the example of Kosovo.

“Abkhazia and South Ossetia
are parts of Georgia, so Ossetians
and Abkhazians will of course be
able to participate in the work of
PACE as members of our delega-
tion,” Ivanishvili commented, but
added that unfortunately the de-
facto governments of South Os-
setia and Abkhazia aren’t open
even if there is support from the
international community.

Georgia’s PM stated that Ko-
sovo invited international observ-
ers and was open to any type of
cooperation, unlike Abkhazia and
South Ossetia.

“You don’t like President
Saakashvili, but I think “you like
Russian President Putin very
much,” Polish MP Zbigniew
Girzynski addressed Ivanishvili
asking him whether Putin was

Saakashvili

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

The President has vetoed
two bills adopted by
parliament, one of which
relates to the selection of
members of the Supreme
Council of Justice, while
the other bill concerns
restriction of the right of
defendants to choose a jury
to consider their case. The
president has sent his
objections to the Parlia-
ment, while the Georgian
Dream (GD) parliamentary
majority is determined to
override the presidential
veto this week, which
requires 89 votes. The
ruling GD party holds 83
seats and will thus require
the support of members of
the opposition United
National Movement
(UNM).

In the first case, regarding the
law about staffing the High
Council of Justice, the president
thinks that “parliament refused
to take into account one of the
most principled positions of the
Venice Commission, as it is not
about a theoretical model, but
the real context in which this
amendment is being implement-
ed,” stated Andro Barnovi, the
new head of the president’s ad-
ministration.

However, during the meet-
ing with Georgia’s Prime Minis-
ter Bidzina Ivanishvili in Stras-
burg the president of Venice
Commission Gianni Buquicchio
once again welcomed the judi-
cial system reforms.

“The Venice Commission
welcomed this initiative in or-
der to improve the indepen-
dence of the judiciary, the effi-
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responsible for ethnic cleansing
in Georgia in 2008 or not.

Ivanishvili responded by say-
ing “politics should not be based
on personal emotions.The head
of the government should first
and foremost love his own coun-
try and should try to call each
thing by its right name.”

“We should seck accountabili-
ty from our own authorities for
mistakes that were done and we
will do it. If not for Saakashvili’s
huge mistakes, it would have been
very difficult for Russia to carry
out this aggression,” he continued.

When asked how Georgia’s new
government’s plans to reconcile
efforts to mend relations with
Russia with Tbilisi’s policy of re-
storing territorial integrity,
Ivaishvili answered that “over
the past 20 years there were many
mistakes made by the Georgian
authorities, as well as by our Abk-
hazian and Ossetian brothers;
mistakes were made by both
sides... Our goal is not to repeat
the same mistakes and not to even
think about using force.”

According to the PM, the key
to resolving these conflicts was
within Georgia. “Georgia’s econ-
omy should be revived, democra-
cy developed; Georgia should be-
come interesting for Ossetians and
Abkhazians, for Europe and for
Russia,” he stated.

Many of the questions asked
by PACE members to Ivanishvili
were about cohabitation of his
government with President
Saakashvili and his UNM party.

“I assure you that cohabita-
tion with President Saakashvili
and his UNM party is not a prob-
lem,” Ivanishvili said and put the
blame for the tense relations on
Saakashvili. According to him, the
UNM was speaking a “language
of lies” aimed at misleading the
Western audience.

The Prime Minister ruled out
selective application of justice
and strongly dismissed allegations
about politically-motivated pros-
ecution of former government
representatives. He urged not to,
as he put it, “mix” cohabitation
with the process of “restoring jus-

about his opinion of the Mag-
nitsky list, as well as the impris-
onment of former Ukrainian
Prime Minister, Yulia Tymosh-
enko and the “authoritarian re-
gime” in Belarus.

“I am aware of these prob-
lems; I am aware of the Mag-
nitsky problem and I also know
about the developments in
Ukraine, but I know much better
what was going on in my own
country and what is the situation
now,” he commented, adding that
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ry Assembly members and told
them that they were victims of a
lie.”

Meanwhile, MPs from the
Georgian Dream (GD) coalition,
as well as the government, com-
mended Ivanishvili’s PACE ad-
dress, stressing that he had a very
impressive performance, and he
clearly, honestly and completely
answered questions and expressed
the desire of the new government,
foreign and domestic plans.

“I am very glad that the PM’s

tice.”

“That implies putting before
justice representatives of the pre-
vious government for commit-
ted crimes with full observance
of due process; it also implies
keeping the thousands of those
loyal civil servants who have been
in service since the previous gov-
ernment,” Ivanishvili stressed.

He said that his government
was sparing no efforts to ensure
that “our policies are fully trans-
parent” and open to scrutiny
from media and civil society, in-
cluding from the international
community.

The PM stated that upon his
request “EU has seconded” to
Georgia the Council of Europe’s
former commissioner on human
rights, Thomas Hammarberg, as
“a special advisor for legal and
constitutional reforms and human
rights”. He also noted that the
OSCE was monitoring court pro-
ceedings of those cases in which
former high level officials face
criminal charges.

Responding to several ques-
tions on ethnic minority rights
in Georgia, Ivanishvili said that
his government was committed
to the integration of minority
groups. He said that the main
problem in this regard was lack of
Georgian-language skills among
ethnic minorities.

Ivanishvili was also asked

human rights were totally violat-
ed under Georgia’s previous gov-
ernment.

“As far as other countries are
concerned — Russia or Ukraine, 1
would try to remain on topic
around my own country as we still
have no right to criticize other
countries in this regard, because
in our own country human rights
were being totally violated. I as-
sure you that under the new gov-
ernment justice will be restored
in this regard and everything will
be done to be like Europe.”

Comments on Ivanishvili’s
performance

Georgia’s President Mikheil
Saakashvili criticized the Prime
Minister for remarks he made
regarding the country’s two
breakaway regions.

“He shouldn’t play with the
issues on territorial integrity as it
is an issue of the future. We can
damage things so that we never
will be able to fix them in the
future,” Saakashvili stated.

Other members of UNM also
assessed Ivanishvili’s perfor-
mance negatively. Giorgi Kandela-
ki, one of the leaders of the Par-
liamentary Minority said that he,
as a Member of Parliament, is
ashamed that the PM delivered
“such a poor speech”, claiming it
was “too confrontational” and
that the PM “fought against the
Council of Europe Parliamenta-

visit was so successful. I am sure
Europe’s imagination about Geor-
gia will be different from now on.
The European Parliament and
our partner countries support
Georgia’s integration with Eu-
rope. The main thing is that this
will help us in implementing our
euro-Atlantic aspirations,” stat-
ed Irakli Alasania, Defense Min-
ister of Georgia, adding that “it
was one of the more important
speeches in the Euro-Parlia-
ment.”

Georgian Dream MP Tina
Khidasheli, who was among the
Georgian delegation, comment-
ed that the European MPs are
very content as they saw Ivan-
ishvili’s “open manner and char-
acter.” “The goal has been
achieved— probably all the ques-
tions were asked. We are very
satisfied,” Khidasheli explained.

According to Irakli Menag-
harishvili, co-chairman of the
Center for Strategic Research, the
ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia “Ivanishvili took to
Strasbourg almost all the messag-
es, which Europe expected from
us.”

“I may say that the Georgian
government is making itself
known to the world now,” US Am-
bassador to Georgia Richard Nor-
land said while commenting on
PM Ivanishvili’s speech at the
PACE session.

etoes two Court Reforms

ciency of the judiciary; it seems
that everything is going in a
good direction,” the President
of Venice Commission said.

As it appears the president
of Venice Commission had no
remarks regarding the bill.

In his notes, President
Mikheil Saakashvili offers the
ruling team to review some fun-
damental issues in the frame-
work of the legislative package
of the law on common courts
and an alternative legislative
proposal. He demands to
change the decision to suspend
the authority of members of
the High Council of Justice
ahead of schedule; edition of
the restriction regarding the se-
lection of judges in the coun-
cil, and the introduction of a
different rule for choosing
members, who must be selected
by parliament.

Saakashvili introduced a leg-
islative proposal that would

have the president select one
member.

MPs from the GD Coalition
were expecting the president to
use his veto power, as the UNM
was strongly opposed to the bill
from the very beginning, par-
ticularly the provision which
would terminate the authority
of 13 out of 15 sitting members
of the High Council of Justice
of Georgia (HCoJ) since their
membership would no longer
comply with the criteria of the
new bill.

“I doubt the president will
offer something that we will
share, so the Parliament is ex-
pected to vote and I am sure the
Parliament will successfully
override this veto,” comment-
ed Davit Usupashvili, Chairman
of the Parliament. “Bills adopt-
ed by us are useful for the coun-
try and useful for the judiciary
and everyone acknowledges it,
including the Venice Commis-

sion,” Usupashvili explained.

“Saakashvili and UNM have
no arguments; they don’t want
to change the situation in the
courts. The situation in the
courts will change for the good
and judges will have more inde-
pendence, which is in the inter-
est of our citizens,” Usupash-
vili added.

The jury trial related bill,
which is an amendment to the
Criminal Procedure Code, de-
prives a defendant the right to
choose whether to have a trial
by jury or a judge. As Barnovi
stated, Saakashvili found the bill
to be restricting the defendants’
right, hence he vetoed it.

While the GD parliamenta-
ry majority is determined to
override the presidential veto on
the judicial council bill, it has
yet to be seen how it will act in
respect to the other vetoed bill
related to restricting defendant’s
rights.

MP Vakhtang Khmaladze,
who chairs the parliamentary
committee for legal affairs, said
he did not vote for this govern-
ment-proposed bill when it was
passed by the Parliament earli-
er this month because he’s
against of jury trial system in
general. Usupashvili, who, like
MP Khmaladze, is from the
Republican Party, said that he
also did not vote for the bill when
it was passed by the Parliament,
but he “may vote in favor of
overriding the veto.”

Both feel the parliamentary
majority group will make the fi-
nal decision on how to react to
the presidential veto following
discussions within the party.

This is the second time when
the president has vetoed bills
passed by the new GD controlled
Parliament. Late last year,
Saakashvili vetoed the Law on
Amnesty, which was later over-
come by the Parliament.
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Rare Diseases and Genetic Conditions
require Attention, Treatment and
Financial Support

On Apr.17 in Tbilisi,
Sheraton Metechi Palace host-
ed a conference on Development
of Rare Diseases Policy/Strate-
gy in Georgia for 2013-2017.
The conference was organized
by the Georgian Foundation for
Genetic and Rare Diseases
which unites the majority of
organizations and doctors work-
ing in the field of rare diseases
as well as self-help groups of
patients and their parents. The
conference was held in the frame
of EUROPLAN 2 project
which is initiated by EC and
supported by EUCERD, Com-
mittee of Rare Diseases experts
of European Union
www.europlanproject.eu

This project aims to help
European countries in develop-
ment of adequate rare diseases
policy. Initiator of the confer-
ence was EURORDIS, Europe-
an Rare Diseases Organization,
which is actively supporting
EU countries as well as non-
EU countries, such as Georgia,
in the field of rare diseases.

Such institutions as Min-
istry of Labour, Health and So-
cial Affairs, National Center for
Diseases Control and Public
Health, Tbilisi State Medical
University, Tbilisi State Uni-
versity, Georgian Pediatric
Academy, as well as the major-
ity of medical professional and
scientists working in the field
of rare diseases in Georgia, and
patient organizations took part
in the organization and work of
the conference.

The main goal of the con-
ference was formation of an ef-
fective working group which
would consist of Health Care
decision makers and people
most competent and motivat-
ed in rare diseases, including pa-
tients and their parents, and
whose function would be to
draft a National Rare Diseases
Policy/Strategy.

Rare diseases are often over-
looked, not only do they not
affect many people but they are
not profitable for drug compa-
nies and do not gain much at-
tention by the mainstream
press. The Conferencesought to
raise awareness within the med-
ical community about rare dis-
eases and to draw the attention
of health decision-makers to the
problems in this field and pro-
pose social awareness and so-
cial marketing projects.

The European Commission
on Public Health defines rare
diseases as life-threatening or
chronically debilitating diseas-
es (in most cases genetically-
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determined) which are of such
low prevalence that special
combined efforts are needed to
address them (first of all treat-
ment). Statistically, low preva-
lence corresponds to less than
1 case per 2000 population.
According to the EURORDIS
estimations, there are between
5,000 and 7,000 different rare
diseases. In spite of the fact
that each of the diseases affects
small numbers within a popu-
lation, overall, rare diseases
may affect 6-8% of European
Union citizens (as well as in
Georgia).

The majority of diseases
are life-threatening and the ma-
jority of those who fall ill are
children. Most find themselves
in a critical condition due to the
lack of proper diagnostic, ex-
perienced medial statement and
evidence-based treatment. Lack
of access to public health ser-
vices is not only caused by pro-
hibitive high costs but also the
lack ofappropriate health
services.In many instances
there is a lack of diagnostic
equipment, testing-systems,
protocols and appropriate and
affordable medicines. Not only
are such needs not accessible
but those in medical and man-
agement positions are unquali-
fied and are not keeping up with
current research in the field due
to the lack of continued pro-
fessional development and re-
laxed demand to achieve higher
professional qualifications.

Early detection and timely
treatment can save the children
from a disability and even from
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death, not to mention the re-
duction of suffering for their
parents and relatives, and also
in terms of peer support and
groups that help them deal with
the impact of diseases on many
interested stakeholders.

The importance of the Con-
ference was directly in regard
to the severity of rare diseases
on an international level, across

I
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the South Caucasus region, and
with particular focus on Geor-
gia. Rare and little understood
diseases are likely one of re-
maining sphere of medicine, in
which implementation of the
scientific achievements and re-
duction of the morbidity bur-
den is most associated with
good will of governments, pub-
lic awareness and donors.
Unfortunatelythe vast ma-
jority of physicians know prac-
tically nothing about rare dis-
eases. The term “medical field”
with respect to rare diseases is
incorrect, as all of these diseas-
es are attributable to the spe-
cific fields, such as: pediatrics,
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endocrinology, hematology,
rheumatology, neurology, or-
thopedics, genetics, etc. How-
ever, in some cases, they are
forced to combine, not only
because of the rare manifesta-
tion in the overall population,
but also because of the dire
prognosis and lack of pros-
pects for appropriate and af-
fordable treatments. Medical
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products intended for the rare
diseases are called “orphans”
because it is not cost-effective
for the pharmaceutical indus-
try to develop and market the
products, thus making them
expensive and inaccessible for
those most in need.

The increased attention of
the international organizations
(especially among European
structures) to rare diseases was
noticeable in the past five to
seven years, as has been most
reflected in programme docu-
ments of the European Com-
mittee on Public Health. The
fact that the European Commit-
tee on Public Health had set the

issue of rare diseases to the
three highest priorities within
the coming years most reflects
the acute urgency of the this
problem. Currently vitalim-
provement in the situation and
significant achievements with
respect to rare diseases are not-
ed in many European countries.
Such an improvement impact
not only economically devel-
oped countries, but also the
countries with the social and
economic conditions similar to
Georgia (for instance, Bulgaria,
Romania, the Baltic countries,
Kazakhstan, Belarus, and Rus-
sia).

Based on international ex-
perience, the management of the
rare diseases is the prerogative
of the State, as reflected in the
legislation in the vast majority
of European countries. The list
of designated priority rare dis-
eases exist in all countries, and
consequently health services
for the patients are carried out
in line with this list. Naturally,
the number of diseases includ-
ed in the list is directly propor-
tional to the country’s socio-
economic development: the
richer the country is - the list is
longer and more involved as to
possible services. It should be
noted that in 2001, the Minis-
try of Labor, Health and Social
Affairs of Georgia had official-
ly approved the list of rare dis-
eases, but it does not reflect the
actual situation in line with the
prevalence of rare diseases in
Georgia Unfortunately, a whole
range of most important and
pressing diseases is not includ-

ed in the list. Meanwhile, other
diseases, which are not current-
ly registered now and do not
meetthe criteria for prioritized
rare diseases are listed.

Teimuraz Margvelashvili,
medical consultant in Georgia
of the pharmacological compa-
ny Genzyme (which creates and
produces so-called orphan
medications) promised a maxi-
mal support to the medical so-
ciety. The company is ready to
help the Health Ministry as well
associations in the field to de-
velop different enlightenment
programs and its implementa-
tion throughout the country. A
very important component is
for companies to be positioned
to assist Georgian MDs in ob-
taining correct diagnosis in dif-
ficult cases. The company at
its own expenses sends the
material for diagnostics and
conducts laboratory tests in
Hamburg (Germany) as an ap-
proved reference laboratory.
The company has been includ-
ed in the special international
aid program for one patient
from Georgia, whose health
condition rapidly improved af-
ter the onset of treatment.

Oleg Kvlividze, Executive
Director of the Genetic and Rare
Diseases Foundation, summa-
rized the conference. He noted
that it is very important for
Georgia to start working on the
list oflegally accepted definition
of arare disease, and identifica-
tion of its rate, and to form an
optimal model for cooperation
between government, medical
society and patients in provid-
ing timely detecting for such dis-
eases and applying appropriate
treatment. All these problems
should be considered and em-
phasized in the process of de-
velopment of the National Rare
Diseases Plan in Georgia.

We would like to address
everybody who may read this
article in conclusion, most of
our patients, including many
children with rare diseases, are
deprived of access to adequate
treatment and care due to ab-
sence of sufficient financing. We
call on you to help our children.
The Georgian Foundation for
Genetic and Rare Diseases,
which brings together patients
with rare diseases and doctors
and scientists working in the
field, guarantees that your fi-
nancial support will be effec-
tively used to solve the prob-
lem of'rare diseases in Georgia.

Please contact us by
email: grd.georgia@gmail.com
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Georgia and China seek to
enhance Trade Relations

By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

The rapid economic
development and ease of
doing business in Georgia
have begun to interest
foreigners once again.
Representatives of more
than 20 Chinese companies
have recently visited
Georgia in order to study
its business climate and
investment opportunities.

To mark the 21* anniversa-
ry of the establishment of dip-
lomatic and economic relations
with Georgia, a Chinese busi-
ness delegation visited Georgia
on April 23" to attend a busi-
ness forum at the Radisson Blu
Iveria hotel in Tbilisi. This was
organised by the Georgian Na-
tional Investment Agency
(GNIA), the Chinese Embassy
and the Partnership Fund.

Chinese entrepreneurs from
the energy, real estate and agri-
culture sectors are interested in
investing in Georgia’s tourism,
hydropower, manufacturing,
agriculture and logistics indus-
tries. Nino Tsetskhladze from
GNIA, made a presentation on
the progress Georgia has made
during the last few years. She
said that Georgia has a busi-
ness-friendly environment and
is a corruption-free state with
a stable banking sector and low
crime rate.

“The Georgian government
is trying to create better condi-
tions for investors in order to
attract more foreigners here.
The country has seen impres-
sive development in various
economic areas, and this
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progress has been highlighted
by several international organi-
sations,” she said.

In the World Bank’s 2013
Ease of Doing Business Rating
Georgia ranked ninth out of 183
countries and territories. In
2005 Georgia was 112", In the
Heritage Foundation’s Index of
Economic Freedom Georgia has
moved from 99th place in 2005
to 21%in 2013, whilst its neigh-
bours Armenia, Turkey, Azer-
baijan and Russia are 38th, 69th,
88th and 139th respectively.
Transparency International
states that only 3 percent of
Georgians paid bribes in 2011.

Tsetskhladze emphasised
that Georgia has one of the most
liberal labour environments — the
third best globally, according to
the Heritage Foundation’s 2012
study. The Georgian labour force

is also young: 25 percent of
those employed are between 28
and 34 years old. She also said
that in 2012 the average salary
in Georgia was 450 USD per
month, though wages were ap-
preciably lower in the regions
than in the capital.

“The government has dra-
matically overhauled the tax
system since 2004 in order to
improve Georgia’s investment
and business climate. By im-
plementing a liberal reform agen-
da Georgia has simplified its
procedures and reduced the
number of taxes from 21 in
2004 to only 6 today — income
tax, corporate profit tax, VAT,
excise duty, import tax and
property tax. What’s more im-
portant, these taxes are simple
and low,” she told the potential
investors, adding that the coun-

try has established Double Tax-
ation Treaties with 42 major
trading partner countries and
benefits from free trade agree-
ments and preferential trade
regimes with CIS countries
(Ukraine, Belarus, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Russia, Moldova,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turk-
menistan) and Turkey.

Tsetskhladze added that be-
tween 2003 and 2011 Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in
Georgia amounted to 8,511.5
million USD. The highest in-
flow of FDI — 2,015.0 million
USD - was seen in 2007. In
2009 FDI inflows started de-
creasing due to the Russian-
Georgian war of 2008 and the
global financial crisis. Since then
the situation has improved, she
assured the guests.

Ambassador of the People’s
Republic of China to Georgia
Chen Jianfu expressed similar
sentiments. He said that Geor-
gia is a fast developing econo-
my and that the government is
paying a lot of attention to im-
proving people’s living stan-
dards. “Georgia has been on a
path of rapid development,
which is not easy to achieve
considering the downturn in the
global economy. The improve-
ments in infrastructure and
public order have made invest-
ment in Georgia more attractive
for foreigners, including the
Chinese. Nowadays there are
upwards of 20 Chinese com-
panies operating in Georgia’s
engineering, construction and
trade sectors; the number of
Chinese enterprises registered
in Georgia sets a new record
time after time,” he told the
business forum, mentioning
that many agreements on eco-
nomic cooperation had been
signed between the two coun-
tries.

The Ambassador stated that
during the last 20 years, Geor-
gian-Chinese cooperation has
brought benefits to both par-
ties, and they are developing in
the same direction. “The Geor-
gia-China business forum is a
great success,” he concluded.

According to GNIA, in
2013 China was Georgia’s
fourth biggest trading partner
after Turkey, Azerbaijan and
Ukraine. Recent statistics sug-
gest that trade turnover between
the two countries amounts to
750 million USD. In January-
February 2013, it was 150 mil-
lion USD, 11 percent greater

than in the same period of 2012.
However, this trade is unbal-
anced: imports from China ac-
counted for 8 percent of Geor-
gia’s total imports, while ex-
ports to China accounted for
only 2 percent of total exports.

“We hope this situation
changes soon and Georgia be-
comes as strategic a partner for
China as China is for Georgia,
as there is great potential for
that,” Zurab Simonia, Vice Pres-
ident of the Georgian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(GCCl), stated.

Zhang Wei, Deputy Chair-
man of the China Council for
the Promotion of International
Trade (CCPIT), added that
Georgia is a member of World
Trade Organisation (WTO) and
“a very important transit cor-
ridor”, so it has huge trade de-
velopment possibilities. “The
first thing we must do is en-
large the scale of our coopera-
tion with this Caucasus coun-
try. Although separated by
thousands of kilometres our
two states have always had
good, friendly relations, partly
due to Georgia’s strategic loca-
tion on the Silk Road. Today
we have more opportunities to
cooperate than ever, and we
shall not let this chance slip. It
is also worth mentioning that
we focus on improving the liv-
ing standards of Georgia’s pop-
ulation, not only doing busi-
ness,” he declared, emphasis-
ing that China is also interested
in attracting Georgian investors,
and another business forums
will be held in Beijing aimed at
attracting Georgian entrepre-
neurs to the Chinese economy.

As part of their trip the
members of the Chinese dele-
gation visited the seaside city
of Batumi and Georgia’s Free
Trade Zones. “We like your
country. It has beautiful land-
scapes and natural resources. It
might be profitable to develop
tourism here. Hopefully we
will be back soon with a clear
business plan,” William Shiof
the Beijing Century Philanthro-
py Group explained.

Turkish Embassy Celebrates Children’s Day

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

The Turkish Embassy in
Georgia celebrates a
unique annual festival
dedicated to children. Each
year it invites students
from a different Georgian
school to the celebration,
and this year the Embassy’s
guests were the pupils of
Quality School Interna-
tional.

“Children are the flowers of
life!” - For every citizen of Tur-
key this expression has a special
meaning. One of the national
characteristics of Turks is their
selfless love for the younger gen-
eration. Turkish families tend to
have many children, three or
more per family being the norm.
The state does not offer any spe-
cial incentives to increase the
birth rate and nor does it seek to
limit it.

There is a special festival of
children in Turkey — “Cocuk
Bayrami”, which is held every
year on April 23. This is the date
of the first convocation in 1920
of the Great National Assembly
in Ankara, now seen as the first

act of the national war of libera-
tion from Ottoman rule, which
established the modern Republic
of Turkey. Mustafa Kemal Atat-
urk, the first President of Tur-
key, believed that the future of
the nation lay in its children and
therefore decreed that on this day
adults should “give up” their au-
thority for children for a while.
Turkey’s main streets and
schools are decorated with flow-
ers, balloons, traditional portraits
of Ataturk and Turkish flags. In
secondary schools, the tradition-
al home of this festival, pupils
are elected as deputies, ministers
and mayors of the school and
some are allowed to work in its
personnel department for the
day. Columns of pupils in school
uniform parade through the
streets and children from all over
the world come to Turkey to
celebrate with them.

Children’s Dayis considered
one of the most important hol-
idays in Turkey, which is why
the Turkish Embassy in Georgia
invites children from Georgian
schools to celebrate it with them.
Quality School International
teaches the Turkish language,
amongst others, as part of its

curriculum so attending the cel-
ebration had extra significance
for its students.

The school children began
their day by watching an animat-
ed cartoon about Turkey and
then took turns in sitting in the
Turkish Ambassador’s chair.

“Today is Children’s Day. 1
love this holiday. It was estab-
lished by Ataturk, who loved
children very much. I partici-
pated in the celebrations of this
holiday in Turkey. It is especial-
ly interesting when children from
all over the world come to Tur-
key to celebrate with us. I’ve
lived here for two years, but 1
celebrate this holiday here,” told
Jeyda Susal, one of the celebrat-
ing children.

Turkish Ambassador to Geor-
gia, Levent Murat Burhan, ex-
plained that April 23 is the holi-
day Ataturk gave to children and
at the same time the date of the
inauguration of the parliament
of Turkey in 1920. Turkish chil-
dren celebrate this holiday with
children from all over the world.
This festival is unique. Our Em-
bassy marks this holiday by in-
viting pupils from different Geor-
gian schools, and there are no

special criteria for who should
be invited. We will invite any
school. After lunch I have to vis-
itthe 54th school, where we have
also organised a Children’s Day
celebration, and also an orphan-
age in the countryside. We try
our best to celebrate this holi-
day with a range of different chil-
dren. We want to inspire chil-

dren to become self-reliant and
develop a sense of patriotism
and love of their country.”

The Turkish Embassy in
Georgia, with the support of the
Turkish International Coopera-
tion and Coordination Agency,
also sends hundreds of Georgian
schoolchildren to Turkey each
year to participate in this festi-

vals in various cities. Under a
special programme developed by
the Ministry of Education of
Turkey, Georgian children be-
tween the ages of 10 to 13 live
with Turkish families for a week,
exchanging their national tradi-
tions with Turkish children and
visiting Turkey’s historical and
cultural sites.
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Armenians Commemorate Genocide Victims

By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT

Ninety-eight years have
passed since the Ottoman
authorities arrested and
murdered some 250
Armenian intellectuals in
Constantinople. Every April
24 Armenians all over the
world pay tribute to the
victims of this massacre
and the murder and forced
deportations of Armenians
between 1915 and 1923.
The Armenian community
of Georgia always holds a
number of events to
commemorate these tragic
events.

Late in the evening of April
23 around a hundred young
Armenians held a traditional
candle-lit demonstration,
marching from Vake Park to the
Turkish Embassy in Tbilisi.
This parade is an annual pro-
test against Ankara’s denial that
a genocide of Armenians took
place.

The next day Georgian-Ar-
menians laid a wreath at the
Khachkar (cross-stone memo-
rial) at the Khodjivank Panthe-
on of Armenian Writers and
Public Figures and attended a
service at the Surb Echmiadzin
church. Gedevan Popkhadze, a

member of the Georgian Dream
coalition, joined the service to
express his solidarity with the
Armenian nation. “Armenians
should understand that we also
feel their pain,” he said.

However, another member
of'the coalition, Levan Berdzen-
ishvili, said that Georgia does
not owe Armenians anything.
“We gave them shelter, thus
expressing our position. De-
manding more political support
from us is unfair,” he noted,
adding that April 24 is as pain-
ful a day for him as it is for any
Armenian but Georgia will not
recognize the events it com-
memorates as genocide, as Ar-
menia demands. However,
Archil Choidze, Chairman of the
Irakli the Second Community,
said that the world would not
have seen the Holocaust if the
Armenian genocide had been
recognized.

After the service, the Geor-
gian Armenians moved to the
Turkish Embassy and held a
peaceful demonstration. “We
aim to inform the world about
the Armenian genocide, as it is
very important to encourage its
recognition,” Levon Isakhan-
yan, Head of the Legal Depart-
ment of the Armenian Diocese
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in Georgia, told the Georgian
Times.

Isakhanyan said that a week
ago a few public organizations
had appealed to the Georgian
Parliament to recognize the
genocide but no statement was
made in response. “No one had
great expectations though, be-
cause strategic partnership with
Turkey prevents Georgia tak-
ing such an attitude,” he em-
phasized.

Head of the Yerevan-based
Center for Political and Legal
Studies Johnny Melikyan
linked Georgia’s neutrality with
the country’s economic depen-
dence on Turkey — some
500,000 Georgians work in or
trade with Turkey, which is
Georgia’s number one trade
partner. Melikyan proposes
holding a referendum in Geor-
gia on recognition of the Arme-
nian genocide.

Inna Sukiasyan, who took
part in the demonstration, says
that it’s her duty to contribute
to achieving recognition by in-
forming more people about the
events which took place in
1894-1896 and 1915-1923 in
what is now Turkey. “I am a
descendant of Armenians who
were deprived of everything,
who barely escaped with their
lives. They survived to tell the

International Chamber of Commerce

The world business organization

ICC-Georgia attends ICC 8th World
Council in Doha, Qatar

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
24 April, 2013

Contact Person: Maya Eristavi
Office: +995 32 38 98 33
Mobile: +995 599 53 22 50
Fax +995 32 38 98 44

Email: m.eristavi@icc.ge

world their story, and how hu-
man beings should not behave,”
she told GT. She believes Tur-
key needs this recognition more
than Armenia does, as this
would “prove its right to be-
long to the civilized world”.
Most of Armenia came un-
der Ottoman rule during the
15-16" centuries. The vast ma-
jority of Armenians were
grouped together under the
name “Armenian Millet”. The
first mass killings of Arme-
nians took place under Sultan
Abdul Hamid, who was called
the “great assassin” and
“bloody Sultan” in the Euro-
pean and American press for
murdering between 100,000
and 300,000 Armenians. The
Young Turk Revolution of

1908 ushered in the resolution
of the “Armenian Issue”
through the planned massacre
and deportation of local Arme-
nians, on the pretext that Ar-
menians were supporting Rus-
sian troops against the Turks.
On April 24, 1915 Armenian
notables were arrested and lat-
er executed by the Ottoman
authorities, and from then un-
til 1923 up to 1.5 million Ar-
menians were killed and hun-
dreds of thousands forced to
embrace Islam.

The overwhelming majority
of historians, and academic in-
stitutions which conduct Ho-
locaust and Genocide Studies
recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide. Uruguay was the first na-
tion to do so, in 1965, followed
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since by Russia, France, Italy,
Germany, the Netherlands, Bel-
gium, Poland, Lithuania, Slova-
kia, Sweden, Switzerland,
Greece, The Vatican City, Cy-
prus, Lebanon, Canada, Vene-
zuela, Argentina, Chile and 42
U.S. states . The genocide has
also been recognized by the
European Parliament, Council
of Europe, World Council of
Churches, Human Rights As-
sociation (Turkey), and the
Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal.
However, Turkey itself denies
that the word genocide is an
accurate description of the
events of that period. Azer-
baijan, in solidarity with Anka-
ra due to territorial disputes
with Armenia, takes the same
position.

This weekend the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) held its
World Council meeting in Doha, Qatar prior to the 8t World Chambers
Congress being held in the same city this week. The World Council
meeting in Doha was attended by representatives from ICC’s national
committees throughout the world. ICC Georgia's National Committee
was represented in Doha by Executive Director, Ms. Andrea Wilson.

HOTEL

Ak
SHARDEN viLL

Various issues were discussed af the World Council meeting, including
ICC's involvement in the G20, which will meet in St. Petersburg, Russia this
year; ICC's efforts to obtain observer status at the United Nations, the
establishment of a new ICC Court of Arbitration in New York and the
activities of the ICC's Banking and Trade Commissions. ICC's new
leadership was also elected.

Of particular interest to ICC Georgia was the discussion at the World
Council of the status of the Abkhaz Chamber of Commerce. It was
affrmed at the World Council meeting that a chamber of commerce
cannot be a member of the World Congress Federation or the
International Chamber of Commerce unless they become a member
through their country’'s established National Committee. The Abkhaz
Chamber of Commerce is currently not affiliated with ICC Georgia, and
therefore, cannot be accepted as a member of the World Congress
Federation or the International Chamber of Commerce.

Welcome to Hotel Sharden Villa

Tbilisi 0160; Leselidze ave#42

Tel/Fax: +995 32 2753000; 2 724412;

Info@shardenvilla.ge
The International Chamber of Commerce is the largest, most wiww.shardenvilla.ge
representative business organization in the world. Its unparalleled global
network comprises over 6.5 million companies, chambers of commerce
and business associations in more than 130 countries, with interests
spanning every sector of private enterprise. The United Nations, the World
Trade Organization, the G20 and many other intergovernmental bodies,
both international and regional, are kept in touch with the views of
infernational business through the ICC.

Guest Review:

Hoetel Sharden Villa has the best location in Tbilisi’'s Old Town, right near pedestrian streets with
restaurants/bars. Our rooms and the 360-degree rooftop terrace offered incredible views of the fortress and
restored section of the Old Town on the hillside. The hotel’s staff members were as friendly and welcoming
as | could imagine. We left at 4.30 AM and they brought coffee and cakes to our room since we did not have
time for breakfast. Sharden Villia is new; it opened in late Summer 2012.

Brian
Young couple
Atlanta, United States of America

19 Gamrekeli street
Thilisi 0160, Georgia
TEL: +(995 32) 389 833
FAX: +(995 32) 389 844
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TOP 50 Companies in Georgia

Named by The Georgian Times and GORBI

The order of the following is a list of participants has no significance

PRIME

e Commersant.ge u

. LTD Heidelberg Cement Georgia . San Pertoleum Georgia Gulf . LTD Georgian Sugar

. LTD Zedazeni 2012 . LTD Coca-Cola Bottlers Georgia o “Sante GMT Products”

. “Goodwil” Chain of supermarkets . Carrefour Chain of Markets . “Natural Mineral Water - Nabeghlavi”
. JSC Georigan Bank . LTD Geoplant . Georigan Bear company Natakhtari

. LTD Gaz-Energy . Zestaphoni Manufacture “Fero” o LTD “Lukoil Georgia”

. Company Geocell . JSC Telasi . “Aldagi BCI” Insurance company

. LTD Sokar Enegry Georgia . JSC ProCredit Bank o GPS Pharm Company

. JSC TBC Bank . JSC Telavi Winery o JSK Smart Retail

. “PSP Pharma” . Rustavi Metallurgical Company o LTDRompertol Georgia

. LTD “Raddisson Blue Iveria” . LTD VTB Bank . LTD Elit Electronics

. LTD “Aversi Pharma” . Silknet o Bank Republic

. LTD “Rustavi’s Azot” . JSC “Davit Sarajishvili and Eniseli” o JSC Bagrationi 1882

. JSC Wissol Petroleum Georgia . Company Caucasus Online o GPI Holding

. LTD Barambo . LTD Marshe o Company Beeline

. GIG-Georgian Industrial group . Dairy products manufacturing company . LLC “Barvil Georgia”

. JSC Nikora “Ecofood” . JSC Madneuli Mining

. “T and K” restaurants MacDonalds . GWP “Georgian Water and Power” o Georgian Carriage Builders Holding
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Appliance Detained 1in Strange Twist

By 1.G. CHOPAN, GT

The ongoing investigation
into the mysterious death
of former Georgian Prime
Minister Zurab Zhvania
took an unusual turn this
week. The former United
National Movement
government initially
claimed that an idling
motorcycle had poisoned
the Prime Minister with
carbon monoxide, but
subsequently revised this
assessment and claimed
that an Iranian-made
heater had been responsi-
ble. Eyewitnesses have now
confirmed that this heater
is sitting in the Ministry of
Justice, where it is helping
investigators with their
enquiries.

Spokesman Giorgi
Tskndishvili confirmed to GT
that, “the heater has long been
a suspect in this case and has

therefore been brought in for
questioning, as every other sus-
pect will be. We cannot say at
this stage how long it will be
detained. Its rights will be pro-
tected and the questioning will
be conducted under the terms
laid down by the law”.

Many commentators have
welcomed this move. Ushangi
Matiashvili of the Friends of
the UNM praised this appar-
ent volte face. “Ever since they
took power the Dreamers have
only arrested UNM-support-
ing embezzlers and abusers of
power and ignored the real crim-
inals, the people who voted the
wrong way. Now they are act-
ing on real, independently veri-
fied intelligence, although we do
not hold out much hope of an
impartial investigation.” Tho-
mas Jefferson Birch of the So-
ciety for the Prevention of Un-
American Justice stated, “Of
course it’s guilty, all Iranians
are. They all are in that part of
the world. America is the land

of the free. If they don’t do
what America wants, they ain’t
free, and if you can’t eat their
food you can’t trust them.”
However others have raised
concerns over the detention of
the appliance. Asmati Metrev-
eli of Flash Lawyers for World
Domination stated, “According
to our information this heater
was detained by three Justice
Ministry personnel, one of
which had attached the buttons
to his uniform with black cot-
ton rather than the regulation
navy blue. This is a clear viola-
tion of the Criminal Code and
the heater must therefore be
released immediately as it is a
political prisoner”.

GT has conducted its own
investigation into the detention
of'the heater and this has raised
a number of questions. For ex-
ample, when the heater was
observed in the Justice Minis-
try no lawyer was present. We
are unaware of whether a law-
yer was present during its ques-

tioning, but the law clearly
states that whilst in detention
a suspect should have access
to their lawyer at all times. Fur-
thermore, we have found no
evidence that the heater was
informed of its rights in Farsi,
or any other Iranian language,
or in a language spoken and
understood by domestic appli-
ances. This would also be a vi-
olation of the Criminal Code
and accepted international prac-
tice. We have also found no ev-
idence that a translator was
present during its questioning
or that the heater ever con-
firmed that it understood the
translator or understood the
questions being asked. Further-
more, the Iranian Embassy was
not informed of the heater’s
detention and nor was it asked
whether the heater enjoyed dip-
lomatic immunity, as it had been
installed in Zhvania’s flat in an
official capacity, by the state.
There is also the question of
habeas corpus —Georgian law

clearly states that a suspect can
only be detained for question-
ing for 24 hours before being
either charged or released, and
our sources have confirmed
that the heater has been sitting
in the Ministry of Justice for
at least a week, and perhaps
longer, without any charges
having been brought.

GT has asked the Ministry
to comment on these concerns
but it is refraining from doing
so while the investigation is
ongoing. However Ushangi
Matiashvili stated, “The heat-
er was declared guilty by an
investigation conducted under
the authority of President
Saakashvili. Saakashvili is al-
ways right, which is why he
became President, and none of
these so-called concerns of
yours change that. Justice be-
gins and ends with the Presi-
dent”. Thomas Jefferson Birch
commented, “Why do the
guilty need lawyers? How is
that justice? It was made in Iran
by people who don’t follow
American codes. You have to
look at probable cause here.
What the hell was this heater
doing in a terrorist country in

the first place if it wasn’t un-
der orders to kill a friend of
America? Is your newspaper
full of pinko subversives like
the rest of your damn coun-
try?” Asmati Metreveli noted,
“These questions of yours con-
cern legal matters, and as such
should be raised, addressed and
argued over by members of our
organisation. Justice is what we
say it is, and can only be ar-
rived at after the appropriate
fees have been paid. You will
find a schedule of these on our
website”.

The official version of
Prime Minister Zhvania’s death
has long been a source of con-
troversy. However the deten-
tion of the heater raises the
possibility that, however out-
landish this version appears, it
may have a grain of truth in it.
The new government is keen to
present itself as balanced and
impartial rather than vengeful,
and as such has a vested inter-
est in claiming that its prede-
cessor got something right,
some of the time. We await fur-
ther developments with inter-
est.

© 1.G. Chopan 2013.

The Caucasus: The Knowledgeable

Need Not Apply

By KENDRA PARADIS, GT

Thomas de Waal’s ‘The
Caucasus: An Introduction’
is a slight misnomer, only
addressing the three
independent states of the
South Caucasus. The book
contains a historical
overview from Tsarist
Russia to present day
arguing, “Geography is
destiny” which de Waal
lays out in his opening
chapter.

In somewhat of a disclaim-
er de Waal points out, “The
whole picture is deeply com-
plex and makes the Balkans
seem simple by comparison.”
Acclaimed as the foremost his-
torian of the Caucasus, ‘The
Caucasus: An Introduction’ -
despite all its drawbacks - is
one of the best independent
references for anybody who is
generally interested in the re-
gion. Indeed, even on some in-
ternational forums from the
OIC through the EU and up to
the UN, we witness far too of-
ten overly simplistic and plain-
ly incorrect views on the Cau-
casus and its people.

The book does a satisfacto-
ry job introducing the context
of the South Caucasus howev-
er; given the naively utopian
recommendation in his closing
section it is clear we can’t ex-

pect to gain anything more from
his work. De Wall posits the
only chance for the Caucasus
in truly unlocking its huge po-
tential both in talent and natu-
ral resources lies in the united
region with transparent borders
and its nations working and liv-
ing together in peace resisting
both outside influence and in-
side nationalist forces.

In terms of clarity the book
as a whole is very readable and
often concise in its informative
and detailed structure although
sometimes oversimplified in its
conclusions or heavy-handed in
focus. Unfortunately, while
still readable and interesting; it
is littered with numerous spell-
ing and grammatical errors. The
book has several highlighted
epaulets which are helpful in
giving readers a more detailed
look at some of the important
places, figures, or questions
being considered in each chap-
ter; however, of fourteen only
five concern topics outside of
particular Georgian-ness or
Georgian focus. This is an over-
all theme in the book.

Other than an honorable
mention in the timeline of po-
litical peace process demands,
de Waal does not deal with the
complexities of the Azeri en-
clave of Nakhichevan or even
mention such conflicts as those
of Armenian minorities in the
Samtskhe-Javaketi region of
Georgia. To the book’s defense

de Waal gives a brief descrip-
tion of many ethnic minorities
including for example Kurds,
Pontic Greeks and Jews. Con-
cerning inaccuracies the most
worrisome concerns a casual
observation about Abkhazia’s
2004 Presidential election in
which he claims it, “did not in-
volve its Georgian population”
although the Gali region’s Geor-
gians did participate; but de
Waal’s intimate and anecdotal
knowledge of the region as a
whole far outweighs any nit-
picky claims critics would be
quick to produce.

While for newcomers, in-
formation on modern develop-
ments in the Caucasus is argu-
ably more interesting and rele-
vant; his coverage of the more
distant past leaves much to be
desired. When describing the
history of Armenians and Geor-
gians he writes, “the first tan-
gible chain of continuity form
the past comes with the arriv-
al of Christianity” although
thankfully several pages later
he mentions Armenian’s gold-
en age dating back to the first
century BC of King Tigran’s
ruling. His historical descrip-
tions rely almost fully on im-
perial Russian perspectives, at
one point stating that Prince
Mikhail Vorontsov, the first
viceroy of the Caucasus, “ush-
ered in a period of enlightened
autocracy” which is a far cry
from what most Georgians

consider the time of “great
sleeping” of the Georgian peo-
ple.

In his chapters on contem-
porary politics, although his
overview of oil politics (at the
end of the book) is very infor-
mative, de Waal deals primari-
ly with modern conflicts in
Georgia, reserving two entire
chapters for modern Georgian
developments and- especially
compared to his highly ac-
claimed book Black Garden and
his renown expertise on the
topic- he glosses over the Kara-
bakh conflict without much
perspective. Furthermore, un-
like his surprisingly sparse cov-
erage of the Armenian-Azeri
conflict, there is no question
about his clear and direct cov-
erage of the Georgian conflicts
in Abkhazia and South Osse-
tia; starting in his description
of the assimilation policy
against the Abkhaz during So-
viet years continuing on to rep-
rimand present-day Georgian
nationalists.

When speaking of the Sovi-
et legacy de Waal states, “all
three countries still live with an
authoritarian political cul-
ture...” as well as citing that,
“since 1991 no incumbent lead-
er... has been defeated at the
ballot box by an opponent”
which since the October elec-
tions- in spite of the arguabili-
ty of its many successes and
faults - proves this to be no

longer relevant. His critical eye
on Georgia persists as he de-
scribes Mikheil Saakshavili as
a strongman, albeit intelligent
and sophisticated, of the more
typical post-communist mold
and is not hesitant to point out
which side started the 2008 war
with Russia.

The late 1990s and early
2000s were a period of econom-
ic development and peace, but
certainly not peace treaties or
normal relations as his sections
on contemporary peace pro-
cesses demonstrate. The book
provides an informative run
down on the failures of politi-
cians and great powers to de-
liver, supporting his closing rec-
ommendation in which he la-
ments, “zero-sum thinking pre-
vails.” Sadly, concerning these
processes de Waal gives in to
speculation for example in ref-
erence to the Beslan tragedy’s
role in Russia-Ossetian rela-
tions, “Had there been no fight-

ing... 2004 might have been a
promising moment.. . to end the
conflict peacefully.”

Though ‘The Caucasus: An
Introduction’ gives a readable
and reasonably detailed analy-
sis of Georgia’s conflicts and
contemporary political dynam-
ics, de Waal does not discuss
any of the other tragedies that
have taken place in the Cauca-
sus across the last two decades
in any real detail. This is a de-
finitively important book for
newcomers who are looking to
place their new home in con-
text and others may find this
an interesting starting point.
However, readers who are al-
ready at least moderately
knowledgeable or keen on learn-
ing about the Chechens, Dagh-
estanis and other ethnicities liv-
ing in the North Caucasus
should look elsewhere; for ex-
ample Frederik Coene’s equal-
ly but more aptly titled ‘The
Caucasus: An Introduction’.
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Future Shorts
Georgia “eager to

show a ‘better’ form
of art to Georglans”™

By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT

In 1873 when Edward
James Muggeridge
photographed a horse in
fast motion he had no idea
he had just taken the first
step into what would
become the biggest
entertainment industry in
the world. He had no idea
that people around the
world would be grateful to
his bold attempt to capture
a moving object on film.
Basically, he started
cinematography.

Cinematography is a life-
style. Either you have it under
your skin, or it bypasses you.
It’s one of the greatest forms of
art of all times. Don’t say you
love movies if you are follow-
ing the Hollywood box office.
Go deeper than the profit; go
beyond the celebrities; go aside
the special effects and follow
the art of true cinematography.
It knows exactly what to feed
you. It’s a long and hardwork-
ing journey to success. As
much as Hollywood is proud
of its dazzling movies, there is
much more to it. There are short
films that are not glamorous and
are therefore in less demand.
The most prominent names in
the business started with doing
shorts.

The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and
Sciences defines a short film as
“an original motion picture that
has a running time of 40 min-
utes or less, including all cred-
its”. You would be amazed if
you knew how many genius
directors have spent a lot of
time producing shorts. Sadly,
full length films are more ad-
vertised. Short films have their
own certain and very loyal au-
dience, but is generally much
underrated. Directors like Jim
Jarmusch, Alejandro Gonzalez
Ifarritu, WimWenders, Spike
Lee, Bernardo Bertolucci,
IstvanSzabo and other out-
standing names have done their
fair share of shorts. I’m pretty
sure and hope they are willing
to create more of this truly
amazing form of cinematogra-
phy — short films — in the fu-
ture.

Future Shorts is the world’s
largest pop up film festival and
is a short film label based in
London in 2003. It started as
Future Shorts One and was a
monthly screening of short
films by filmmakers from all
over the world. Working across
exhibition, distribution and ex-
periential events, Future Shorts

is the product of 9 years of au-
dience development, experi-
mentation and of reacting to the
demand for another way of ex-
periencing film. At first it cov-
ered 12 countries; now it does
over a hundred. Georgia is a
country well known for its art
and the dedication and boldness
in the industry. Yet, no one ex-
cept Nino Togonidze acted on
the dedication to shorts. She
attended Future Shorts events
while living in London. The
Georgian girl was captivated
enough to know she wanted to
be a part of it. All she had at the
moment was a desire, enthusi-
asm and the ticket to Georgia.
Since she couldn’t join them in
London, she brought Future
Shorts with her to Georgia.
Thanks to her every season we
can go to a place, get comfort-
able and dive into the utopia of
short films.

When did Georgia become
part of Future Shorts and how
did you come across it?

It was in 2011. I was living
in London. I studied digital cin-
ematography at At SAE
Institute in London. Iwas also
interning at Onedotzero. The
company works with promi-

SH
ORTS

THE WORLDS BIGGEST
POP UP FILM FESTIVAL

AUTUMN SEASON

nent artists of many kinds.
They did Pet Shop Boys Pan-
demonium Tour visuals. I took
part in making visuals for them
on a song “You’re always on
my Mind”. It was a fun and
truly priceless experience for
me. I have worked on major
projects; I was right on the
spot. I learned how to plan and
manage some huge projects.
Meanwhile I attended Future
Shorts’ events a few times and
I loved it. I actually had filled
out the application to work for

ART & CULTURE

Monday, April 29, 2013

them. Right by the time I was
leaving for Georgia for good;
they contacted me. They were
ready to hire me. [ couldn’t take
the job, but I offered them to
let me take the festival to Geor-
gia. They had me write a de-
tailed project and conduct re-
search about Georgia. They
wanted to know what was hap-
pening here.

Did they agree right away?

No, they were pretty skep-
tical at first. After some negoti-
ations they agreed. Our first
event was like a test for them,
but we knew for sure we would
and could let it happen. Geor-
gian National Film Center
helped us a lot. Future Shorts
never regretted taking us in.
After the last event they con-
tacted us and told us how hap-
py they are with our work and
they wanted us to be more in-
volved. And I’'m proud of it.

Is it hard to find sponsors?

It is hard. They don’t really
understand the concept. Com-
panies expect profit from spon-
sorship. That is not the way to
do it. We do find them, but it’s
extremely hard.

How much do your events
cost?

The last event DJ Phon.o
costus $15,000. Tbilisi has not
yet seen a DJ from such a pop-
ular and quality label as him.
He works with Modeselektor’s
label Monkeytown. It’s the
same label Thom York works
under. We didn’t really make
any money out of it. The com-
mercial interest is not what
motivates us. We want to in-
culcate Future Shorts in the
country. So far, events are cost-
ing us —the team. We have paid
quite some money out of our
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“Logo Quiz”

On Facebook, We are starting the game

"Logo Quiz"

Which allows you to determine
how well known your logo/company is
for different segment of consumers,
But also to increase this rate.

TEL: 2 550 829

EMail: georgianlogos@gmail.com
Application link: apps.facebook.com/logorama

own pockets for the events.
Who are you — the team?
It’s 5-6 people. It’s a group
of people who have the same
interest for art. It’s a friendly
yet professional team. We

s i

couldn’t trust a serious work
to random or unprofessional
people. These events take a lot
of energys; it is a serious work
and requires some major skills.

Which one is your favorite
event so far?

The first one. It was on May
26" 2011 in Lisi Lake Lounge.
I remember it well. There were
a lot of people, the mood was
just amazing. We screened the
films and had a live concert —
Me and My Monkey. After, DJ
Jorjik was spinning till morn-

ing.

Have you ever thought
about ditching the project? Did
it ever get that hard?

Not really, I never thought
about quitting. This project has
a great potential. I believe it’s
very important for it to exist in
this country. It’s also impor-
tant for people who are authen-
tically interested in this art, to
have a place and time to meet
up, hang out and exchange
ideas. These people are hum-
ble. They don’t go yelling all
over the city about their inter-
ests and lifestyle. Once they
know where to find what they
like, they go and spend time
there with other people who
have gone to the same place for
the same reason.

Who arranges the pro-
gram?

The Future Shorts. They
pick the program and Future
Shorts all over the globe shows
it. It’s so interesting seeing the
pictures of the seasonal events
from around the world. It feels
like we are a part of a one big
unlimited dedication for art. It
makes us whole. And it’s rare
now and here. “Karaoke” kinds
of projects have sponsors and
they make a lot of money; when
we can hardly get sponsors for
our events. It’s heartbreaking.
If we stop, if we give up, then
the country won’t advance.
This is a quality art we are bring-
ing in. Art is commercial, but
not yet in Georgia. That’s why
we are not giving up on this.
We are eager to show a “better”

GEO''GIAN
Creative

PROJECTS

form of art to Georgians so that
the nation can evolve and once
it does so will Future Shorts
Georgia.

We are thinking about reach-
ing out to more people. We are
relying on Facebook at this
point to advertise the events.
Also Rustavi2 is our partner,
Magazine and Radio “Tskheli
Shokoladi”, as well as maga-
zines “Tbilisi Out” and “Fo-
cus”. We want to go beyond
this and make it bigger.

Georgians go clubbing
with the aim of going to a cer-
tain club. Do you agree with
that?

Absolutely, and it’s sad. I
see that a lot too. And what
makes me really happy, is that
people who love cinematogra-
phy and quality art come to
Future Shorts’ events. People
don’t just find themselves at
these events; they know for
sure what they are going to see.

Do you see the difference
from season to season popular-
ity wise?

I certainly do. After the first
couple of events we were dev-
astated after finding out how
hard it was. But, we truly want
to promote this art. We had to
set the priorities. Most impor-
tantly we want to develop Fu-
ture Shorts in Georgia, make it
stable and accessible for cer-
tain people. From season to
season I see more people com-
ing to the events, I see better
feedback, I see more enthusi-
asm and fun. And that makes
it all worth it.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH

Gather around with your friends and family

on Sundays for brunch at Tbilisi Marriott

where we will cater to every family member!
Sunday Brunch at Parnas captures the essence
of Marriott's glamorous culinary tradition where
Chef Pedro Gonzalez offers a variety of delights
on the buffet with comfort cuisine combined
with modern flavor. Everyone will find Sunday
Brunch exciting with unlimited complimentary
wines from Telavi Wine Cellar, mimosas for the
ladies and kids' game room equipped with
Xbox KINECT for your little one to enjoy!

Every Sunday, 12-3 PM

Buffet - 47 GEL+VAT

Buffet, unlimited white and red wine - 59 GEL+ VAT
Children under 9 free of charge. Ages 9to 13 - 25 Gel +VAT
Special discounts for the parties 10 and more

10% discount for our returning guests

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel

13, Rustaveli Avenue, Tbilisi 8, A tt
0108 Georgia (Caucasus Region) arrlo ¢
Telephone: +995 32 277 92 00 TBILISI

Fax: +995 32 277 9210
tbilisi. marriott@marriotthotels.com
ThbilisiMarriott.com
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Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494 (+995 32) 2 180110

Holiday Inn

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com
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SUSHI BEAR

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Thilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

PUBLICITY
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Glasgow
20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Marekesh expres
Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350

Sheraton
Metechi Palace

Sheraton Metechi Palace
Addr: 20 Telavi St. Thbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

Book Corner
13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 223 24 30

. | HOTEL
"VERE PALACE"

Vere Palase

A\arnott.

TBILISI

Thilisi
Rustaveli Avenue 13
Thilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00

Thilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. ,

Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,
web: www.verepalace.com.ge

inhouse

restaurant&bar

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Thilisi, Georgia
Tel: 577 44 99 61
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Hotel Varazi

Ve

Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61
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David Sultan
16a P. Tashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685

Marriott Qourtiyard
4 Freedom Square; Thilisi, 0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 91 00

HOTEL

VARAZI

N N N F W W & Firstlrish Pub in Thilisi |

) WHEELSs

‘Wheels - Irish Pub
Thilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33
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IVERIA HOTEL, TBILISI

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Tbilisi

Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.

Tel: (+995 32) 402 200
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi
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Géotel. .
 —

Penthouse
12 Metekhi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99

FCuiel
OLD METEKHI

Old Metekhi

3 Metekhi St. Tbilis

Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55;

/11

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

I
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Lofe ffe

Kafe Leffe
Shardeni Str. 14, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03

Canape

Tbilisi, 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Thilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Thilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

KoPal A

K& M

4
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KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

Contact us and

Become our Partner

12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,

E-mail:marketing@geotimes.ge;

http://www.geotimes.ge
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SOCAR'S MULTI-FUNCTIONAL BUILDING OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED AS ONE
OF THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR

I e o ] e o =

AMAZING SOCAR-MCDONALDS ON THE BLACK SEA COAST IN BATUMI
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