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A parade marking the
International Day against
Homophobia and Transpho-
bia – due to be held in
Tbilisi was abandoned
before it started when
several thousand anti-gay
activists, including
Georgian Orthodox Church
priests, took control of the
street where the rally was
to take place. After
achieving their initial
objective of preventing the
parade, the protestors
broke through police
barricades and pursued the
people intending to join the
rally, who had to be
evacuated by Special
Forces. At least 28 people
were injured.

Gay rights activists were
planning to gather outside the
former parliament building on
Tbilisi’s Rustaveli Avenue at 1
pm on May 17 to mark the In-
ternational Day against Ho-
mophobia. This would have
been only the second such ral-
ly in Georgia.

But they soon had to change
their plans when thousands of
anti-gay Christian activists led
by Orthodox priests, arrived
carrying bunches of stinging
nettles which they threatened
to use on the gay activists.
Some held placards reading,
“We don’t need Sodom and
Gomorrah”, “We should pro-
tect our children”, “Stop Ho-
mosexual Propaganda in Geor-
gia”, etc.

Father Basil Mkalavishvili,
a priest who was one of the
main organizers of the protest,
said that the anti-homophobia
parade “insults people’s tradi-
tions and national sentiments.”

“Our main goal is to protect
the Orthodox Church and fight
against gays,” Mkalavishvili
told the Georgian Times, add-
ing that this was “the beginning
of a nettle revolution.”

A day earlier, on May 16,
the influential head of the Geor-
gian Orthodox Church, Patri-
arch Ilia II, had called on the
authorities via a written state-
ment to ban the planned gay
rights rally, denouncing it as an
“encouragement” of “anomaly
and disease.” However, the au-
thorities gave the green light for
the gay parade to take place.

Three days earlier, Prime Min-
ister Bidzina Ivanishvili had
said that sexual minorities were
equal citizens of Georgia and
that society would “gradually
get used to it”.

Ivanishvili had pledged to
ensure the safety of the partic-
ipants of the planned rally. In
order to prevent any possible
incidents a cordon of upwards
of 2,000 policemen blocked off
Rustaveli Avenue and other
streets adjoining Tbilisi’s cen-
tral Freedom Square, which had
been designated as the alterna-
tive venue for the rally. But the
situation grew tense when news
of the change of venue spread
and anti-gay protesters, led by
Orthodox priests, started mov-
ing towards Freedom Square.
Only a few minutes after the
parade had been expected to
begin,  tension boiled over and
the crowd charged through the
police barricades separating the
two sides and swarmed into
Freedom Square. The agitated
crowd then engaged in a violent
pursuit, beating and throwing
stones at all the people thought
to be supporting the rally.

Police were forced to bus
approximately 30 gay activists
out of the city centre to avoid
further violence. However,
these buses were also attacked
and their windows smashed by
the protestors; aggressive
young men, and some priests,
started chasing buses they
thought were carrying partici-
pants of the anti-homophobia
rally. “Kill these whores,” one
man shouted. Several people,

including a journalist and some
policemen, sustained injuries.

“Those demonstrators were
shouting at us and using bad lan-
guage. They wanted to break
the windows or the door and
get inside; they would not al-
low the bus to move,” said
Tamta Melashvili, one of the
protesters. “In the end, one of
the priests saved us; otherwise
I do not know what would have
happened.”

A few hours after the first
clashes, further incidents took
place near Kashveti Church, Ta-
bukashvili Street and other plac-
es adjoining Rustaveli Avenue.
Not far from Freedom Square a
van reportedly carrying gay
rights activists was surround-
ed by a large group of people,
some of whom threw stones
and other objects.

Near the Philharmonic Hall,
which is more than a kilometer
from the original hotspot, a
young man and woman thought
by the anti-gay protesters to
be affiliated with the gay rights
activists, were assaulted and
obliged to seek shelter in a near-
by Populi supermarket. Police-
men had to be deployed to pre-
vent a large group of people
storming the place. When Geor-
gia’s Public Defender, Ucha
Nanuashvili, arrived on the
scene he was verbally confront-
ed by anti-gay protesters and
police had to intervene to es-
cort him from the area. There
was also an attempt to raid the
offices of Identoba, a non-gov-
ernmental organization which
defends gay rights and was one

Thousands of Protestors
disrupt Rally against
Homophobia
By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT
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of the organizers of the anti-
homophobia rally.

The number of anti-gay pro-
testers began to dwindle when
one senior Orthodox cleric called
on them to move on to Holy
Trinity Cathedral for prayer.
Later that day Patriarch Ilia II
then called for calm in a televised
address, but also reiterated that
the gay rights rally amounted to
propaganda for homosexuality,
which was unacceptable.

A group of six civil society
and watchdog organizations
(the Georgian Young Lawyers’
Association, Transparency In-
ternational Georgia, the Inter-
national Society for Fair Elec-
tions and Democracy, the Geor-
gian Democracy Initiative, the
Human Rights Education and
Monitoring Centre and Article
42 of the Constitution) later
released a joint statement say-
ing that the police had failed to
take appropriate measures to
prevent the violence.

“The impression was that
the Interior Ministry was more
focused on safely evacuating
[anti-homophobia rally] partic-
ipants from the scene than pro-
tecting the rally itself. The po-
lice did not make enough effort
to provide security for the par-
ticipants during the actual ral-
ly,” their statement reads.

The Public Defender also is-
sued a statement, which read
that “It’s a regrettable paradox
that the International Day
against Homophobia has be-
come a day of expressing ho-
mophobia in Georgia.”

N E W S  see daily news on www.geotimes.ge

Philip Dimitrov: The Silk
Road is important not
only in terms of economic
development but in
solving political
challenges

“The Silk Road is very important for support-
ing Georgia not only in terms of economic
development but from the prospective of solving
political challenges,” stated Philip Dimitrov, the
European Union’s Ambassador to Georgia during
a conference organized by the Central Asia and
Caucasus Institute titled “Connection of Asia and
Europe: Regional Economic Integration in the
South Caucasus and Asia”. ”When we talk about
the Silk Road, it is important for the EU because
Europe is situated on one end of the road. The
Silk Road is important not only in terms of
economic development but in solving political
challenges as well. We cooperate with the South
Caucasia countries on a regional level and also
on an individual basis. It is important that the
individual approach be merged with the global
one,” Dimitrov stated.The EU Ambassador talked
about the East Partnership program in Georgia
and the concluding of the “Deep and Compre-
hensive Free Trade Agreement” between the EU
and Georgia. He hoped that such agreement
would be achieved with Moldova and Armenia as
well.”The agreement on deep and comprehen-
sive free trade will assist in overcoming chal-
lenges. I hope we will see more sectoral reforms
related to the harmonization of legislation with
the EU,” Dimitrov concluded.

Geotimes.ge

Day of Mourning held in
Georgia for 3 slain
Georgian soldiers in
Afghanistan

May 16 was declared a Day of Mourning in
memory of three Georgian military servicemen
killed in Afghanistan. State flags were flown at
half mass throughout Georgia, as well as in all
Georgian military bases in occupied
Afghanistan.Georgia’s Minister of Defense Irakli
Alasania visited the IV Infantry Brigade which
the soldiers served under on May 16. The
military held a moment of silence in respect of
the Georgian heroes. “Today it’s a sorrowful day
for the Georgian Armed Forces and Georgia.
Faraway from their homeland, Zviad Davitadze,
Alexandre Kvitsinadze and Vladimer Shanava
sacrificed themselves for the better future of our
country. It was a very painful fact for me as I
celebrated Easter with them on the base “Shir
Ghazay” and I knew them personally,” Alasania
stated. “To sacrifice your life for motherland is
the fate of the worthy. Devotion of our brothers-
in-arm will help us to achieve our goal which is a
united and strong Georgia. God bless our Armed
Forces,” he added.Military servicemen in all of
the country’s military installations listened to the
Minister’s address. The remains of military
servicemen killed in Afghanistan’s southern
Helmand province on May 13 will were trans-
ferred to Georgia on May 16. A funeral proces-
sion was be held in the Kashueti St. George
Cathedral in Tbilisi.

Geotimes.geContinued  on p. 4
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Lack of political will in past
resulted in accumulation of
a number of unsolved
environmental problems.
Khatuna Gogaladze,
Georgia’s Minister of
Environment and Natural
Resources Protection tells
the Georgian Times about
the main environmental
problems facing the
country and the ways they
can be avoided and solved.

What kinds of environmen-
tal problems exist in Georgia?
What are the reasons of these
problems and what will be the
consequences if these problems
will left unsolved?

Georgia faces many environ-
mental challenges, while  exist-
ing mechanisms to resolve either
are not existent or very weak.
Identifying priority areas is dif-
ficult, as there are so many en-
vironmental problems. there are
sectoral issues, such as, for ex-
ample, pollution of surface wa-
ter, transport emissions, reduc-
tion of biodiversity and degrada-
tion of habitats.   Mechanisms
for proper decision-making, like
monitoring, environmental per-
mitting, enforcement, and etc,
are also weak. Current legislation
requires improvement and rele-
vant amendments should be
made.  Lack of political will in
past resulted in accumulation of
a number of unsolved environ-
mental problems. Previously
existed opinion that  strict envi-
ronmental standards are hinder-
ing economic development of
the country is not correct.  In
contrary  application of princi-
ples of sustainable development
is a guarantee of healthy envi-
ronment in line with long-term
economic development of the
country. The solution of above-
mentioned problems, along with
political will, requires time and
financial resources. Fortunately,
the political will now exist and
some progress is already evident:
the the institutional and func-
tional process strengthening of
the Ministry is underway. The
budget of the Ministry has been
doubled as well as   human re-
sources increased.

Some consider how the de-
velopment of the energy sector
by construction new power plants
at the same time seriously threat-
ens the environment. What mea-
sures will the Ministry take in this
direction?

We can not underestimate the
importance of energy security of
the country. Moreover, hydro-
electric power station is consid-
ered to be one of the clean green
energy sources. However, it
should not happen at the expense
of environment. Generally, it is
very important to have a com-
mon (unified) strategy in the
energy sector. Our approach is
to study in detail and objectively
the issue of construction of each
power plant, assess the environ-
mental impact of construction
risks, prevent possible environ-
mental damage and only then to
make a decision.

Starting of the construction
of Khudoni HES - power plant
has caused a quite a stir in soci-
ety. Parts of society and envi-
ronment protection organiza-
tions oppose the project. What
is your position regarding the
construction of a new power
plant?

The Ministry does not cre-
ate artificial barriers to invest-
ment companies and does not
contradict construction of pow-
er plants in general. We agree
that the Khudoni plant is a com-
plicated issue, and for more than
thirty years it has been related
to a lot of unanswered questions
and uncertainties. With the pur-
pose of elimination of this un-
certainty and to make a final
optimal decision about project,
the Ministry applied to the Gov-
ernment of the Netherlands with
a request to provide expertise.
As you know, the Netherlands
stands in a very high level in the
field of environmental protec-
tion.  The Netherlands Commis-
sion for Environmental Impact
Assessment created a working
group consisting of extremely
high qualification experts: geol-
ogist, seismologist, hydro tech-
nologist, energy economist and
specialist in social and resettle-
ment issues. The high qualifica-
tion of the international team
allows us to assume that conclu-
sions and recommendations de-
veloped by them will significantly
contribute to the making of right
decision. The final version of the
report will be available in the
coming weeks.

What can you say about the
so-called problematic plants, the
working of which causes discon-
tent of the local population? Are
people who protest being reason-
able? (For example, the village
Ingiri, etc.)

Every citizen has the right
to live in a healthy environment
and to have access to full infor-
mation about the state of the
environment. Consequently,
their objections are entirely jus-
tified if plants existing in their
living areas really pollute the
environment. As for our future
work in this direction, the Min-
istry of Environment established
the Department of Environmen-
tal Supervision, one of the main
directions of which will be in-
specting the compliance of
plants with existing environmen-
tal standards. I will stress (em-
phasize) again our goal is not to
create artificial barriers to the
private sector or punish anyone,
but to ensure the constitutional
right of all citizens to live in a
healthy environment. The De-
partment will develop the meth-
odology of inspection priorities;
the preliminary planned inspec-
tion will be implemented, also,
there will be inspections in re-
sponse to citizens’ complaints.
We also plan to create an infor-
mation system regarding the leg-
islative amendments in order to
provide each entrepreneur with
the opportunity to work in com-
pliance with legal requirements
in a timely manner and bring
them into full compliance with
concrete object and working pro-
cesses.

There is another problem -
the indifference to the environ-
ment. Thus, for example, the
press does not care about envi-
ronmental problems. How does
the Ministry of the Environment
work in this direction?

The role of media in building
an environmentally friendly civil
society and contributing to solv-
ing the problems is considered as
a crucial pillar for the process.
Hence, raising awareness of me-
dia representatives and encour-
aging coverage of environmen-
tal issues is imperative for
achieving the desired level of
public participation in environ-
mental decision - making. Un-
fortunately in Georgia we are
experiencing a lack of environ-
mental reporting skills and
knowledge, thus many important
issues are not being properly cov-
ered.

The Ministry plans to imple-
ment a number of media orient-
ed activities aimed at raising en-
vironmental awareness of media
representatives by providing ac-
cess to information and increas-
ing motivation focusing on
cross-sectoral issues, presenting
environment as a part of the
economic, and social and politi-
cal development of Georgia. The
newly established unit under the
Ministry - Environmental Edu-
cation and Information Centre
– will facilitate this process as
one of the functions of the cen-
tre.

What about the forests?  What
is the situation regarding to the
sale of forests,  under what con-
ditions  does this now happen?

Considering the numerous
problems in the field of forestry,
the Ministry (before its reorga-
nization) has prepred a concept
of forest management, as well as
the Forest Policy and Strategy
document is in development pro-
cess. In addition, the forest in-
ventory is planned as a result, of
which the ministry will have a
fair idea about the situation in
this sector, which is necessary
for implementation of the ef-
fective measures for problem
solving. By the way, a forest in-
ventory has not been done since
the 1990’s.  For the first stage,
in order to improve the physical
protection of forests, we have
increased the number of forest
rangers.  The major forestry ac-
tivities are already planned which
are the precondition for sustain-
able forest management (exam-
ple forest inventory, mainte-
nance activities and so on). A
Forestry Policy unit has been
established in the central appa-
ratus of the Ministry, along with
the National Forestry Agency, a
system which will help to sepa-
rate the policy functions from
the physical management of
forests, which is considered to
be the best practice in developed
countries. The sale of forests has
never occurred, and the privati-
zation of forest funds and lands
is still prohibited by law. As for
long-term use, special logging li-
censes were auctioned. In the fu-
ture, we plan to strengthen the
role of the state in forest man-
agement and ensure balancing
ecological, social and economic

(where possible) functions of
forests.

What is the threat of massive
forest cutting?  Are there regen-
eration efforts of the forest after
deforestation?

If you mean the sanitary cut-
ting, it is required felling of old
trees in order to keep the sani-
tary condition of the forests.
Considering that at present for-
est cutting is implemented only
by license holders, cleaning of
cutting area and following the
sanitary norms is in their duty.
But checking the compliance
with the current license condi-
tions will be  implemented by the
new Department of Environ-
mental Supervision of the Min-
istry. As for the clear cutting, of
course, it might have a direct
influence if scale is large and fi-
nally, have a negative impact on
soil (landslides, avalanches), cli-

mate and air condition.
As we all know, the Ministry

took some of the measures re-
garding the problem of air pol-
lution from vehicles. Can you
briefly tell us about this?

Air pollution, especially in
large cities, is one of the most
important and urgent problems
in Georgia. Approximately 70
percent of the country’s total air
emissions are from vehicles. For
example, in the formation of the
air quality of Tbilisi by 95 per-
cent depends on transport sec-
tor. The ministry has prepared a
concept for the reduction of en-
vironmental pollution from ve-

Khatuna Gogaladze: “Application of
principles of sustainable development
is a guarantee of healthy environment
in line with long-term economic
development of the country”
By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

“Despite the MIA having
been informed several days be-
fore that two protests would
be held in the same location, and
also about the expected threats,
representatives of the LGBT
community and their support-
ing organizations were prevent-
ed from exercising the right to
freedom of assembly granted to
them by the constitution. De-
spite mobilization of the patrol
police cordon, the police failed
to sustain it,” he continued.
Nanuashvili described the day’s
events as “deplorable” and add-
ed that it was obvious from all
the footage that the anti-gay
protestors, including the eccle-
siastics, had behaved aggres-
sively from the very beginning
by running after the protesters.
“Their aim was not to peace-
fully protest, but to physical-
ly abuse the protesters; there
were cases of extremism and ha-
tred,” his statement reads.

A similar rally in Tbilisi last
year, albeit at on a much small-
er scale, was also short-lived
and likewise ended with a scuf-
fle.

COMMENTS ON MAY 17
EVENTS

Bidzina Ivanishvili, Prime
Minister of Georgia, con-

Thousands of
Protestors disrupt
Rally against
Homophobia

hicles. A special governmental
inter-agency commission has
been established and will prepare
a program to “support measures
for reducing of air pollution
from vehicles in Georgia”. The
program will include specific
measures to improve the tech-
nical condition of the Auto Park,
gradual renewal of the old Auto
parks, fuel quality improvement
and creating its (fuel) control
system, reducing the number of
vehicles and traffic intensity, the
development of public transport,
raise public awareness to ensure
the monitoring of air quality and
health.

demned the violence against the
rally participants and vowed
that the perpetrators “will be
dealt with according to the law”.

“The right to gather peace-
fully and freely express one’s
opinion is fundamental to our
democracy. Every Georgian cit-
izen benefits fully and equally
from this right. Acts of violence,
discrimination and restriction of
the rights of others will not be
tolerated, and any perpetrators
of such acts will be dealt with
according to the law,” the PM’s
statement reads.

Georgian President Mikheil
Saakashvili commented that the
government must not allow vi-
olence. “I am deeply concerned
about the violence in the centre
of Tbilisi. No matter what the
motives of the violence were,
this cannot be the face of Geor-
gian society. I don’t agree that
today’s violence was the result
of police activity, that it was
their fault. This is about polit-
ical responsibility,” the Presi-
dent stated. “The government
must not just reject what is hap-
pening, it must not allow vio-
lence to take root in society and
not allow it to spread by grant-
ing obscure amnesties, as it did
when it let criminals out of pris-
on for political motives,” he
continued.

The EU Ambassador to
Georgia was dismayed by the
violence. “Freedom of expres-
sion is a basic human right,
which should be available to all.
Naturally I am disappointed
that this right of expression was
violently blocked today by
counter demonstrators,” de-
clared Philip Dimitrov. He add-
ed that the people who blocked
the streets evidently do not
understand that no one is de-
manding that they either like or
adopt one type of sexual be-
havior or another.

“According to the present
standards of civilization it is
normal to allow anyone to ex-
press the way they are. What
is not normal is violence and
brutality against people who
feel differently to yourself,”
commented Dimitrov, empha-
sizing that “Georgia has com-
mitted itself to these standards
and this understanding of nor-
malcy and it is a shame to be
unable to meet these commit-
ments.”

An Interior Ministry
spokesperson later said that an
investigation into the distur-
bances was ongoing and an un-
specified number of proceed-
ings under both the criminal and
civil codes were being initiat-
ed.

Continued from p. 2
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. Bank Constanta. Bank of Georgia. Company Aversi. Company Natakhtari. FlyGeorgia. Gas-Energy. Geocell. Geoplant. Georgian  Industrial Group

TOP 25 Companies in Georgia
Named by The Georgian Times and GORBI

. Georgian American Alloys. Georgian Beer Company. Georgian Carriage Building
Holding. Georgian Sugar. Georgian Water and Power. Goodwill. Healthy Water. PSP Group

This list of companies is in alphabetical order

. Rustavi Azot. Rustavi Metalurgical Plant. Sarajishvili. Smart Retail. Socar Energy Georgia. TBC Bank. VTB Bank Georgia. Wissol Group
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On May 16, 2013 Georgia
bid farewell to three more
of its soldiers. Since 2004,
when the first Georgians
were sent there, twenty-two
Georgian soldiers have
been killed while serving
in the ISAF mission in
Afghanistan. Ironically the
latest deaths coincided with
the 25th anniversary of the
withdrawal of Soviet forces
from Afghanistan, which
was completed on May 15,
1988, in which Georgians
also participated.

Georgians have been fighting
in Afghanistan since the 18th cen-
tury, when some 2,000-3,000
were sent under the command of
King Giorgi XI, who was a vassal
of the Persian Shah. These Geor-
gian troops succeeded in tempo-
rarily halting Afghan tribes’ raids
into Persian territory.

In 1979 the Soviet 40thArmy,
officially named the “Limited
Contingent of Soviet Forces”
(LCSF), crossed into Afghani-
stan. Though initially 81,100
strong, the contingent had in-
creased to 120,000 strong by
September 1986 as fighting had
intensified and an exit strategy
was sought.

Nugzar Kakhniauri, Chair-
man of Afghan Veterans’ Union
of Georgia, says that the first
Georgians arrived in Afghanistan
on December 24, 1979 and took
part in capturing the palace of
Afghanistan’s then-President
Hafizullah Amin, who had been
suspected by Moscow of collab-
orating with the CIA. Amin ruled
Afghanistan from September 14
to December 27, 1979– the day
he and his two young sons were
killed in the Afghan capital’s
Tajbeg Palace during the special
operation “Storm 333”. The
palace became the 40thArmy’s

headquarters until the end of the
conflict.

“Our conscription began on
April 19, 1986, but even before
arriving in Afghanistan we knew
we would be serving in the Special
Forces (Spetsnaz) and what sort
of operations we would most like-
ly participate in. Our task was to
interdict and destroy weapons
caravans, which were being trans-
ported from Pakistan to Afghan-
istan. The guns were destined for
the Dushmans (Mujahideen) and
we had to prevent them reaching
their destinations as they would
be used against us,” Kakhniauri
told the Georgian Times.

Initially the Soviet draftees
under took six months’ training
with the Uzbekistan Airborne
Force as the nature and terrain
of the Uzbek Soviet Republic
were similar to those of Afghan-
istan, though it was not as hot
there. They were then trans-
ferred to their postings. “160
Georgians were sent at that time
and we were all deployed in dif-
ferent parts of the country. I
personally served in Kandahar
until 1989,” Kakhniauri contin-
ued, adding that the Georgians
were distinguished soldiers, who
always completed their tasks
successfully and were distin-
guished by their risk taking and
valour. “We are good warriors
when it comes to other peo-
ple’s wars,” Kakhniauri
said, half in jest.

However, Kakhniauri be-
lieves that the Georgian soldiers
contributed to Afghanistan hav-
ing a better future. “During those
ten years 5,000 Georgians served
there, while, for instance, Arme-
nia only sent 2,800 troops. We
lost 128 soldiers in Afghani-
stan; seven are still missing,
and we have never had any
information about them, al-
though in the 1990s we found

one, Archil Kopadze, when he
was released from captivity. We
went there to stop the violence
and prevent the spread of arms,
although today we have been for-
gotten in Georgia and have al-
most no advantages from the
social point of view,” he empha-
sized.

Fridon Burjaliani, another
participant of Afghan War, main-
tains that the Soviet leadership
brainwashed the soldiers by tell-
ing them that serving in Afghan-
istan was the Soviet people’s
“international duty” and that
they must help the “friendly
Afghan nation”. “It was a lie;
no one there needed our
help. We can’t deny that since
the spring of 1979 [then-head
of state Nur Muhammad] Taraki
had on numerous occasions ap-
pealed to the Soviet Union for
assistance in the fight against the
Mujahideen rebels, but it’s com-
monly believed that Taraki was
loyal to the USSR, as he had ris-
en to power through Soviet in-
terference,” Burjaliani told GT.

Records demonstrate that the
Soviets were extremely appre-
hensive about sending troops to
Afghanistan but after Taraki was
murdered by Amin suspicions
began to grow over Amin’s poli-
cy. When Soviet soldiers in Af-
ghan military uniforms attacked
the Tajbeg palace Amin asked
Moscow for assistance, not wish-
ing to believe that the assailants
were actually Soviets in disguise
sent to kill him. Amin was re-
placed with Babrak Karmal, who
had been in exile in the Soviet
Union until December 1979,
when the Soviet Union entered
Afghanistan.

“This was not an occupation
of Afghanistan by Soviet forces,
as it’s referred to today. We
were no more occupiers than
the NATO forces are today.
The world was divided into
‘good’ and ‘bad’ sides then – we

were considered the bad guys,
though as LCSF troops our rights
were quite limited. We had no
right to open fire unless we saw a
caravan transporting arms or the
Dushmans were shooting at us. I
served in the 186th Spetsnaz Unit
in Zabul province from April
1986 to November 1988 and saw
American instructors training
the Mujahideen, along with
French, Japanese, English… My
unit was the first to discover that
American Stingers (infrared
homing surface-to-air missiles)
were being used. Part of a Soviet
plane shot down by one of these
was sent to Ronald Reagan as
proof of the American presence
in Afghanistan… The entire
world was against us, and all
the great powers were fight-
ing in Afghanistan, like they
are now. In 1980s, the situa-
tion was almost the same as it is
today, but then we had Soviet
soldiers doing what NATO troops
are doing now, and they could
only have been called an occu-
pation force if they had remained
in Afghanistan longer than the

By LISA TONAKLANYAN, GT

“Unfortunately, these will not be the last victims”

10 years. The withdrawal of So-
viet combatant forces began on
May 15, 1988.The last Soviet
soldier left the country on Feb-
ruary 15, 1989,” Burjaliani said.

Nugzar Kakhniauri also
doesn’t agree that the Soviet
presence was an “occupation”.
“We fought the same people
America and its NATO allies
are fighting now. A few days
ago I read the Taliban’s state-
ment, and it is clear that the
group which planned and carried
out the attack on the Georgian
base in Helmand province on
May 13, 2013was led by Afghan
Mujahideen leader Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, who we fought back
in the 1980s. Then he was sup-
ported by the Americans and
Osama bin Laden, and he took
part in battles in which I also
fought,” he declared.

In Kakhniauri‘s opinion, now
that the rest of the world is with-
drawing troops from Afghanistan
Georgia also follow this exam-
ple. “We should leave behind
only a hundred soldiers, as
initially agreed, but not in

Helmand. Some people are ad-
vocating increasing the number
of Georgians in the “hotspots”
such as Helmand province, but
as we have seen the deaths of
over a dozen Georgian service-
men,” Kakhniauri noted, warn-
ing that “unfortunately, these
will not be the last victims”.

During the 1979-1989 war in
Afghanistan a total of 620,000
Soviet soldiers served in the Lim-
ited Contingent of Soviet Forc-
es, around 14,000 being killed and
upwards of 50,000 injured. Sev-
enty- one were awarded the dec-
oration Hero of the Soviet Union
and over 200,000 various med-
als.

Today Georgia has around
1,570 troops in Afghanistan,
making it the largest non-NATO
contributor to the International
Security Assistance Force. Dur-
ing the past nine years, this small
Caucasus country with a popula-
tion of roughly 4.5 million has
lost 22 troops. A total of 3,305
foreign soldiers have been killed
in Afghanistan since the US-led
war began in 2001.

In light of recent Deaths, Georgian War Veterans reflect on Soviet-Afghan War

After Georgia’s 2012
Parliamentary Elections,
the topic of NATO member-
ship is again in focus, as
many are currently
questioning the new
government’s perspective
on integration into the
alliance and other Euro-
Atlantic structures at large.
Regardless, it may be too
early to predict where
Georgia actually stands in
its foreign policy orienta-
tion.

There are also diverse and
often contradictory opinions
within the ranks of the ruling
Georgia’s Dream coalition, and
the continued debate over the
benefits of full-fledged member-
ship for the country in light of
changing dynamics, and politi-
cal realities at home and in the
region results in added conten-

tion.
Some of the political parties

that belong to the coalition, es-
pecially the Republican Party
and Our Georgia - Free Demo-
cratic Party, continue to fully
support Georgia’s integration
into NATO. However, others in
the coalition are less optimistic,
such as Industry Will Save Geor-
gia and to a lesser degree, the
National Forum party. Howev-
er, during the Rose-Roth NATO
Seminar, held in Tbilisi in late
April, Georgian Prime Minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili came out in
direct support of continuing the
path toward NATO membership.
He went as far as to call for the
unanimously backing for the
Euro-Atlantic integration for
Georgia. The PM also reiterated
that the policy of his govern-
ment is to gain NATO Member-
ship Action Plan status at the
alliance’s next summit in 2014.

All things considered, and dis-
tancing from recent political
rhetoric, the real issue at hand
appears to have been decided
very positively. Moreover, the
decision on that stance was de-
termined by a double-referendum
held in Georgia on January 5,
2008 together with the call for
early presidential elections for
the following year. One question
addressed at the time was a bind-
ing referendum on whether to
bring forward the 2008 parlia-
mentary elections from October
to May 21 of that year. The sec-
ond was a non-binding advisory
referendum on joining NATO.

Notwithstanding some allega-
tions of voting irregularities in
2008, snap presidential elections
and the May parliamentary elec-
tions marred in election fraud,
both proposals were approved by
over 75 percent of the elector-
ate. It is worth noting that this
all was prior to the 2008 Geor-
gian-Russian war and consequent

new political and economic re-
alities.

During a recent press-confer-
ence on May 14, The PM men-
tioned  that “Regaining the
breakaway regions, joining
NATO and being “friends” with
Russia are all “manageable” tasks
for Georgia,” and “I will persis-
tently repeat that we will do
both: on the one hand improve
relations with Russia and on the
other hand pursue Georgia’s
NATO integration path”. It is
clear that Georgia faces immense
challenges in its efforts to
achieve all three objectives, not
to mention simultaneously, and
they are not weighted equally in
importance. However,  Georgia
has three main options in com-
plying with these foreign policy
imperatives.

First Option: Georgia could
recognize the independence the
breakaway republics of Abkha-
zia and South Ossetia and after-
wards within the framework of

all Georgian territories seek in-
tegration into NATO and some-
how stabilize relations with Rus-
sia during the process.

Second Option: Georgia
agrees to the creation of a com-
mon statehood by having a
“Confederation State of Geor-
gia, Abkhazia and South Ossetia”
and subsequently brings the state
into NATO by persuading those
living in the breakaway regions
that membership with the alli-
ance offers positive implications
that Russia cannot match. It is
conceivable that relations with
Russia could be balanced via rec-
onciliation efforts by those liv-
ing in Georgia, Abkhazia and
South Ossetia.

It would be necessary, how-
ever, to have a common shared
vision for such an initiative as
the Kremlin would have to ac-
cept, as a policy decision, a par-
adigm shift – so that it would
cease in what Tbilisi considers
Russia’s aggressive stance toward

By  DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT Georgia’s eventual membership
into NATO, as was the case with
the three Baltic states during
Yeltsin’s presidency in Russia.
The Baltic states successfully
joined NATO without any ap-
parent harm to their national in-
terests. However, unlike Geor-
gia, these states did not have sep-
aratist regions, where thousands
of Russian troops were stationed.

Third Option: Russia alters its
foreign policy orientation and to
seeks full-fledged membership
into Euro-Atlantic structures.
Incidentally, in his first days of
the presidency, Vladimir Putin
acknowledged and expressed in-
terests toward Russia’s integra-
tion into the Euro-Atlantic in-
tegration in similar manner as
when the Soviet Union’s Foreign
Minister Viacheslav Molotov an-
nounced in 1955 the Kremlin’s
quest for full membership into
the NATO alliance.

Georgia Straddles between NATO, Russia and Reality

Continued on p. 9
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Giorgi Margvelashvili, First
vice Prime Minister and
Minister of Education and
Science of Georgia, has
been named by the ruling
Georgian Dream coalition
(GD) as its presidential
candidate for the country’s
upcoming elections to be
held in October 2013.

Media and analytical circles
were discussing several persons
from the Georgian Dream coali-
tion as potential candidates for
presidency long before the Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili,
Georgia’s Prime Minister and
leader of GD made his choice
public. Other possible candidates
including the currently serving
Defense Minister Irakli Alasania,
former Foreign Minister Salome
Zourabichvili, the Minister of
Energy Kakha  Kaladze and even
former Parliament Speaker Nino
Burjanadze were discussed among
the lineup of possible candidates.

While announcing the candi-
date, the PM noted that Mar-
gvelashvili has good manage-
ment skills and political experi-
ence and also is a good expert
and analyst. However, individu-
al rather than collective inter-
ests often dominate the Geor-
gian political scene, and often
political parties seldom outline
their leaders. This is a deeply
rooted problem in the Georgian
political landscape.

The PM told that “Giorgi
Margvelashvili has all the good
skills to be a president,”  at a
press conference on May 11,
adding that Margvelashvili was
“unanimously” selected by the
leadership of the GD coalition..

“Whenever I come across
difficulties I always call Giorgi

2013 Georgian Presidential Election
may turn out to be a Horse Race

Peace Tbilisi International Kindergarten provides your beloved
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Tel: +(995 32) 238 06 25;  557 44 11 56
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and ask him for advice; there are
two or three such persons with
whom I can sit down and talk
about any issue or problem,”
Ivanishvili said.

Margvelashvili, 43 was a rec-
tor of the Tbilisi-based Georgian
Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA)
from 2000-2006, and again from
2010-2012, before being ap-
pointed to Education Minister in
2012. In the early 1990s, Mar-
gvelashvili, who holds a doctor-
al degree in philosophy from the
Tbilisi State University, worked
as a mountain guide a Caucasus
Travel, a Tbilisi based travel
agency He joined the National
Democratic Institute’s Tbilisi
office as a program consultant
in 1995 and worked there prior
to  becoming the rector of GIPA.

“This is a person who helps
employees learn, develop and
have freedom of choice. Mar-
gvelashvili always take on huge
responsibilities in his work and
takes care of the people he is
working with,” Maka Ioseliani,
GIPA’s current rector told the
Georgian Times. She had been
working with Margvelashvili for
more than 10 years.

Ioseliani went on to compare
Margvelashvili with Václav Hav-
el, first president of the Czech
Republic who oversaw the peace-
ful division of Czechoslovakia
into the Czech Republic and Slo-
vakia and led his nation in the
wake of  the collapse of commu-
nism.

“The Czech Republic is a hap-
py country because it had Vá-
clav Havel and it’s time for Geor-
gia to have a president like him-
Margvelashvili comes from the
political group that prepared
Georgia’s 2003 Rose Revolution.
He was a member of the team of

“reformers” who were led by
Zurab Zhvania, the then Speak-
er of the Georgian Parliament.
Margvelashvili was part of the
political team along with his cur-
rent opponents from the United
National Movement (UNM)
Giga Bokeria, Givi Targamadze
and Vano Merabishvili.

Photos were spread on social
networks of Margvelashvili to-
gether with Giga Bokeria not
long ago. This may be an attempt
by some to discredit the presi-
dential candidate based on his
close association with Bokeria,
a close advisor to President
Mikheil Saakashvili, and well
known for his political rhetoric.

“I want to thank the coali-
tion for this trust. Of course this
is a huge honor and responsibili-
ty for me,” Margvelashvili com-
mented. “I hope I will be able
not to let down the hopes of the
Georgian Dream and will also be
able not to let down the hopes
of Georgian voters in the future.”

Soso Tsintsadze, a Georgian
political expert thinks that
Margvelashvili has both strong
and weak sides. “His strong side

is that he is not contentious, not
aggressive, but tolerant and in-
tellectual. His weak side is that
he has little experience in life
and he is a very pro “Georgian
Dreamer”, while a president
should be neutral,” he explains.

According to the National
Democratic Institute, (NDI) pub-
lic opinion poll held in March of
this year, Giorgi Margvelashvili,
who is not a member of any po-
litical party, came in the last
place in terms of popularity
amongst cabinet ministers. It is
surprising to many why he was
then selected to be the coalition’s
presidential candidate. However,
the same poll shows that 58 per-
cent of the population wants GD
candidate as the next Georgian
president and only 8 percent said
they would like to see the UNM
candidate as the new president.

Based on these figures it
seems obvious that Margvelash-
vili will win the presidential race.
However, there is still much time
before the October election and
the full list of presidential candi-
dates is not known yet. It is even
conceivable that a third party

candidate could come out of the
blue and be elected – a dark horse
candidate. Others pundits con-
tent that the choice of this per-
son is a ploy to swing the elec-
tion in favor of the UNM so as
to give the impression that mul-
tiparty democracy is alive and
well in Georgia.

Georgian President Mikheil
Saakashvili has compared GD’s
decision to ancient Roman rule,
weighing in with an intelligen-
tial comment.

“I will say nothing specifical-
ly about Margvelashvili, but gen-
erally speaking, when the Ro-
man Emperor decided to dem-
onstrate his dominance over so-
ciety, he appointed his horse to
the senate,” he said.

The situation remains un-
clear regarding the favorite of
Saakashvili’s UNM party. The
minority has distinguished three
well known figures - Davit
Bakradze, leader of parliamen-
tary minority, Vano Merabish-
vili, general secretary of the par-
ty and once powerful Interior
Minister, and MP Giorgi Bara-
midze. The UNM’s presidential
candidate will be decided after
internal debates and through a
primary vote.

Meanwhile, Nino Burjanadze,
a former parliament speaker un-
der the previous government,
broke her silence last week and
openly declared her intention to
return to the big political arena.
“I hope there will never be a sit-
uation in the country when par-
ticipation in elections loses any
meaning,” stated Burjanadze,
emphasizing that her party will
take part in the elections.

As Salome Zurabishvili, a
former Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs commented on Sunday at a
briefing in Poti, a port city lo-
cated on the eastern Black Sea
coast of Georgia, she is ready to
present her candidacy as an in-
dependent candidate for the
presidential election.

She declared, “I am ready to

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT run for the President of Georgia,
if I feel the support of people I
intend to become an indepen-
dent candidate.”

Meanwhile, Shalva Natelash-
vili, the leader of the Labour
Party, has already filed paper to
run for the office of President
of Georgia. The party was
formed in 1995 and while en-
joying limited success at the na-
tional level has performed con-
sistently well in local elections.

Georgia, a former Soviet Re-
public, regained independence
following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991. Zviad
Gamsakhurdia became the first
democratically elected president
of the country. However, Gam-
sakhurdia’s presidency was short
lived and he was soon over-
thrown in a coup by opposition
militias, which in 1992 installed
former Soviet Foreign Minister
Eduard Shevardnadze as the coun-
try’s new leader. Shevardnadze
resigned in 2003 as a result of
mass-protests against his rule in
what became known as the Rose
Revolution.

Its leader, Mikheil Saakash-
vili, was subsequently elected as
Georgia’s president in January
2004, and won a second term in
a snap presidential election in
January 2008, called for in re-
sponse to opposition protests.
All three presidents oversaw di-
sastrous civil wars during that left
the Georgia increasing fractured
territorially.

PM Ivanishvili’s Georgian
Dream coalition won control of
parliament in October last year,
defeating the UNM party of
Saakashvili, whose second term
ends in October 2013. Accord-
ing the constitution, the presi-
dent is to set the exact date of
the elections. A new constitu-
tional provision, which will go
into force after the new presi-
dent is inaugurated, will signifi-
cantly increase the PM’s author-
ity at the expense of presiden-
tial powers.

First high-ranking “victim”
of the new government or
just an attempt to toss dust
into the eyes of Georgian
society – former Deputy
Minister of Interior Affairs
Gela Khvedelidze accused
of disclosing personal
secrets - was released on
bail despite calls to lock
him up by the Prosecutor’s
Office. The Prosecution’s
motion was turned down by
Tbilisi City Court on May
15.

Gela Khvedelidze was charged
with breach of privacy rights in-
volving the leak of a secretly
recorded threesome sex video
involving journalist Giorgi Pare-
sishvili, who had been openly
critical of Khvedelidze, along
with Lasha Natsvlishvili Deputy
Chief Prosecutor, and Gia
Khukhashvili the Prime Minis-
ter’s Advisor. It is alleged that
the filming was illegal and was
being done in an effort seize con-

trol over businesses, some of
which were previously run by
former government officials.
The journalist also blamed Nats-
vlishvili for hindering an inves-
tigation into last year’s
Lapankuri special operation in
Georgia’s Lapota Gorge which

left several servicemen and sev-
en Chechen militants dead.

Soon after the arrest of the
former Deputy Interior Minis-
ter, Eliso Kiladze, the Editor-in-
Chief of the “Kronika Plus”
newspaper released a secretly re-
corded audio file in which Kh-

vedelidze talked about
Khukhashvili’s attempt to seize
control over the egg import busi-
ness while simultaneously aim-
ing to diminish or destroy Geor-
gia’s domestic egg production.

Legal Whitewash for former
Deputy Interior Minister
By LISA TONAKANYAN, GT
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Last month the European Union and the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine published a series of public health
papers based in part on research conducted by Georgian Opinion
Research Business International (GORBI).  These papers include
a brief discussion of the things we discovered, as well as policy
recommendations for improving Georgians’ health.

Hypertension, or high blood pressure, is common in most
modern societies.  Georgia presents especially high numbers, as
we live in a country with a perfect blend of risk factors: a diet high
in salt and carbohydrates, resulting obesity, very little exercise,
and very much alcohol. What’s worse, many Georgians don’t know
they have hypertension, and those that do often don’t take their
prescribed medication regularly. Below find more detailed find-
ings along with policy recommendations for addressing the lead-
ing cause of death in Georgia.

Circulatory diseases are the leading cause of premature death
in Georgia, and high blood pressure (hypertension) is the main risk
factor. Effective treatment can significantly reduce the risk of
serious complications from hypertension if regular medication is
taken daily. However in Georgia, new evidence suggests that pa-
tients are not taking hypertension treatment regularly and this has
serious consequences for their health.

An urgent policy response is required to prevent irregular treat-
ment of hypertension. As well as the human suffering caused by
hypertension-related diseases, the economic impacts are substan-
tial. Chronic diseases and their risk factors cost countries up to
6.7% of their GDP1 – 1.6 billion lari in the case of Georgia.

This policy brief provides results from a nationally-represen-
tative household survey of 2,200 randomly selected people in 2010

from the Health in Times of Transition (HITT) study (http://
www.hitt-cis.net). Further details on the research can be found in
the sources listed below.

KEY STUDY FINDINGS
Less than half of respondents diagnosed with high blood

pressure were taking medication daily.
This figure is alarmingly low, and there has been very little

improvement between 2001 and 2010 (using directly comparable
data from a related 2001 study). In 2010, almost half of respon-
dents took drugs for high blood pressure “only when I feel I need
them”, reflecting poor awareness of the need for daily treatment.
There are also financial barriers to taking hypertension medica-
tion, with 5% of respondents only taking the medication when
they can afford it.

Additionally, just 24% of respondents in 2010 reported that
they had been diagnosed with high blood pressure. This figure is
much lower than the national prevalence of hypertension, which
is 51% according to WHO (based on measured blood pressure). It
is therefore likely that many hypertensive people are unaware of
their condition.

Younger age groups, heavier alcohol users and those
without symptoms are least likely to be taking daily med-
ication. They are therefore at greater risk of complications caused
by untreated hypertension. The young and physically fit may be
less likely to take regular treatment for their hypertension be-
cause they are unaware that they are still at high risk of complica-
tions.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
Public awareness campaigns can educate the public on the

dangers of hypertension, the need for regular checks for hyper-
tension, and the importance of regular hypertension treatment
for preventing death and disability. Campaigns should also pro-
mote lifestyle changes that can be used to manage or prevent
hypertension, such as exercise and dietary change. Specific cam-
paigns should seek to improve access to high risk groups, such as
younger age groups.

Adherence support. To improve the quality of hyperten-
sion management, it needs to be ensured that clinical guidelines
reflect best practice in adherence support and that providers fol-
low guidelines fully. This may take the form of financial incen-
tives, such as performance related pay, or regulation and monitor-

 NEW RESEARCH: IRREGULAR TREATMENT
OF HYPERTENSION IN GEORGIA

ing. Health care providers should also be made aware of the low
rates of adherence of patients with hypertension, and receive train-
ing on counselling patients in a non-judgemental manner to help
patients adhere better to treatment schedules. Patients need to be
taught how to deal with missed doses, and what to do if drugs have
adverse effects.

Prescribing practice. Health care providers must receive
guidelines and training to aid them in making a rational selection
of antihypertensive drugs. Providers should prescribe drugs that
will be available, affordable, have a simple dosing regimen, and
have minimal interference with the patient’s quality of life.

We at GORBI would like to thank the EU and the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine for the opportunity to
implement this important social research, as well as The Georgian
Times for agreeing to publish these papers as a civil service.  In the
coming weeks, we will publish similar policy recommendations on
topics such as alcohol abuse and access to health care.

Sources:
Roberts, B, Stickley, A, Balabanova, D, Haerpfer, C, McKee, M
(2012) “The persistence of irregular treatment of hypertension in
the former Soviet Union” Journal of Epidemiology and Communi-
ty Health  http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22447959

Further Information:
World Health Organisation 2003. Adherence to long term thera-
pies: Evidence for Action. http://www.who.int/chp/knowledge/pub-
lications/adherence_full_report.pdf

Contacts:
Merab Pachulia (mpachulia@gorbi.com)
Georgian Opinion Research Business International,
GORBI
Bayard Roberts (Bayard.Roberts@lshtm.ac.uk)
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
Ivdity Chikovani
Curatio International Foundation
i.chikovani@curatio.com
(Footnotes)
1 Marc Suhrcke, Rachel A. Nugent, David Stuckler and Lorenzo Roc-
co. (2006) “Chronic Disease: An Economic Perspective”. London:
Oxford Health Alliance.

However, both the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
considered such allegations to-
wards their officials as ground-
less. Meanwhile, the Prosecu-
tor’s Office informed the Geor-
gian Times that neither Gia
Khukhashvili nor Lasha Natsv-
lishvili is currently under inves-
tigation.

According to the PM’s advi-
sor Khukhashvili, the accusa-
tions are false and he plans to
raise the issue of responsibility
of those people who have ap-
parently engaged in a smear
campaign. Meanwhile, he admit-
ted that no one has a right to
meddle into the private lives of
others and demanded the case be
fully investigated. This case is
especially interesting as the new
government promised during the
election campaign to have a zero
tolerance policy towards crimes
of governmental officials, espe-
cially in light of the crime rid-
den history of the previous gov-
ernment and many breaches of
public trust.

This case is more like a soap
opera than hardcore crime. Kh-
vedelidze was responsible for se-
curing a large cache of video
tapes, which were “illegally re-
corded” by the previous author-
ities. However, as Interior Min-
ister Irakli Gharibashvili de-
clared, his deputy failed in car-
rying out the task and instead

Legal Whitewash for former Deputy Interior Minister
leaked a scandalous sex video in
order to take revenge against
Giorgi Paresishvili. Gharibashvili
assured the public that he was not
planning “to be the kind of min-
ister, who protects his family
members, friends and relatives”.
“This time will pass and be for-
gotten and I’m sure it will never
be back,” the Interior Minister
stressed, adding that no one will
ever again be able to get away
with such crimes.

The head of the Cabinet
spoke in unison with his Interior
Minister, saying that Gela Kh-
vedelidze’s arrest has demonstrat-
ed that everyone is equal before
law and any guilty party will do
the time they deserves. “Kh-
vedelidze was a very active mem-
ber of the coalition during the
election process and he carried
out very important tasks. By ar-
resting him, we have showed our
style...senior officials must be the
first and role models among those
who have to obey laws,” Ivanish-
vili said at a May 14 a press con-
ference. The possibility of Dep-
uty Chief Prosecutor Lasha Nats-
vlishvili’s resignation has irritat-
ed the Prime Minister. “Why
should he resign – because Eliso
Kiladze wants him to do so?”
Ivanishvili addressed journalists
during the press conference and
asked them not to interfere in
various issues, as it will be resolved
under the law.

In spite of the government’s
claims that the former official
will be held accountable to the

fullest extent of the law, mem-
bers of opposition United Na-
tional Movement (UNM) party
doubt the Georgian Dream coa-
lition’s seriousness in following
through on their claims that jus-
tice will be served. Andro Bar-
nov, Head of President’s Saakash-
vili’s Administration stated that
they have “well-grounded suspi-
cions that the Prime Minister
sacrificed a less important offi-
cial in order to cover up guilt of
others”. According to Barnov,
Ivanishvili’s reaction has raised
doubts that he was personally in-
terested in releasing the footage
showing Paresishvili’s private life
and was actually hiding the truth,
as in the corrupt scheme and the
names of officials are mentioned.

Soon thereafter, the Tbilisi
City Court granted a 5,000 GEL
bail to the ex-Deputy Interior
Minister, dismissing the Prose-
cutor Office’s application on
preliminary confinement. As
Kakha Sopromadze, defense law-
yer of Khvedelidze, told journal-
ists the judge allowed Khvedelidze
out on bail since the alleged
crime was considered “less
grave”. The absence of a previ-
ous criminal record also worked
in his favor.

Khvedelidze was initially
charged under Section One,  Ar-
ticle 157 of Georgia’s Criminal
Code, which deals with “illegal-
ly”  obtaining, retaining  or dis-
tribution of personal or family
secrets” – and is punishable by
fine, or by corrective labor for

However, unlike Putin’s un-
derstanding of the importance of
Western technology, investment
and energy cooperation, in those
early days of the Cold War, such
outlandish statements by Soviet
offices were aimed at sowing dis-
cord among alliance members
while demonstrating the USSR’s
ambitions to integrate Western
Europe with the Soviet Union,
which realistically was thought
to be carried out either through
communist subversion or an out-
right military invasion.

Such hypothetical scenarios
have also been considered by the
Georgian PM when he said that
“Of course it would be desirable
if there is a rapprochement be-
tween NATO and Russia – that
would have resolved our prob-
lem. But Russia has such a posi-
tion and it had the similar posi-
tion in respect of other states;

Georgia Straddles between
NATO, Russia and Reality

others managed to do it, and why
can’t we? We failed to do it be-
cause I think the previous gov-
ernment made grave mistakes;
it was the previous government
which used NATO to irritated
Russia”. However, as long as Pu-
tin remains in power in Russia,
and together with his team, and
groomed and hand-picked suc-
cessors, such scenarios are less
viable and difficult to realize.

Nonetheless, and based on
such a statement the question re-
mains if and when Georgia will
become a full-fledged  NATO
member. Much has been dis-
cussed and written on this topic
but it remains an eventuality that
is still hard to predict in the near-
est future. The criteria for each
candidate state for membership
fast tracking varies – as concrete
requirements are set up or stipu-
lated as:  1) peaceful solutions to
any kind of political and mili-
tary problems with neighboring
countries;  2) resolution of any

kind of intra-political difficulties,
including domestic conflicts and
then to be followed up with 3)
reforms based on Euro-Atlantic
values, inter alia.

These are sufficiently con-
tentious and debatable enough
issues to be resolved, and this is
the first step to setting the stage
for real discussions. They do,
however, serve in highlighting
the ability of the Georgia author-
ities and society at large to come
together to deal with many
pressing social and political is-
sues on the domestic level.

In the meantime, Georgia’s
PM remains very optimistic in
seeking a positive outcome to
all the issues raised, as can be
confirmed from on his overall
summary of the situation,  “I
prefer deeds over  promises and
we have such ambitions [about
the Membership Action Plan] …
and these are very objective; I
think we will manage to accom-
plish them.”

Continued from p. 6

Continued from p. 8 up to one year, or by imprison-
ment for a similar period. How-
ever, later, the part was changed
to the third section, which im-
plied “illegal use of private or
family secrete and/or its distri-
bution” by a person who was au-
thorized to secure the secrecy of
such information. The charge

carries either financial penalty,
or a restriction of freedom for
up to three months in length, or
imprisonment extending for up
to three years. Khvedelidze’s
case is not considered under the
Article 333 of the Criminal Code
(Exceeding Official Powers),
which envisages a sentence of up

to eight years in prison. .
A preliminary hearing on the

criminal case against Gela Kh-
vedelidze is scheduled for July 2,
2013, though the Prosecutor’s
Office promises to appeal Tbili-
si City Court’s decision on re-
leasing the former official on bail
to a higher court.
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A lot has been said about
the massive, extreme and
sweeping educational
reforms of the Saakashvili
administration, especially
about the introduction of a
revolutionary new pe-
dogologic and cultural
perspective introduced via
the introduction of an
English language program
in every school across the
country starting from the
first grade. However, not a
lot has been said about the
adverse effects of the
replacement of Russian
programs to make way for
the new regime.

While this may not seem
like a matter of great impor-
tance for Georgians looking to
integrate with the European
Union and other Western insti-
tutions, it appears that Geor-
gia’s minority populations’ lin-
gering ties and reliance on the
“imperialist Russian language”
have been overlooked.

Although the independent
counties of the South Cauca-
sus have their own strong and
historically prevalent vernacu-
lars, which were in large part
the impetus for succession
from the late Soviet Union; the
people of the North Caucasus,
as republics of the present day
Russian empire, are still forced
to rely on the language of their
federal structure. Georgia’s lack
of perspective and policies to-
ward the North Caucasus have
been pointed out and are being
enumerated more thoroughly in
certain circles of the educated
elite who have a stake in the
deficient policies. Otherwise,
this region has long been for-
gotten; other than sadly Orien-
talist stereotypes, locals know
little to nothing about their true
neighbors. This lack of under-
standing has lead to an egre-
gious deficit of support for
some of Georgia’s citizens. The
Daghestanis of northeastern
Kakheti (a region in eastern
Georgia), referred to in Russia
as Georgian-Avars, are suffer-
ing under the political fervor of
post-Soviet independence,
which to them looks quite
schizophrenic.

The villages of Chantl-
itskhure, Tivi, and Sarusso are
located in the Kvareli region of
Kakheti. Historically, the Dag-
estani shepherds would bring
their herds down from the
harsh mountains to this area in
the cold winter months but
eventually settled the land per-
manently. During Soviet times
they were relocated after the
Chechen and other Muslim
population deportations of
WWII. In 1977, the Chechens
and other groups were rehabil-
itation and allowed to return to
their villages in Georgia. How-
ever, their houses had already
been repopulated by Geor-
gians, so they were forced to

By KENDRA PARADIS, GT

Neither here nor there: Why Anti-
discrimination is not a Policy

settle the lands which they in-
habit to the present day. The
delineation of proper borders
after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse offered the Dagestanis a
bridge of no return, and many
saw their best chance for pros-
perity was to take Russian pass-
ports in Makhachkala, the ad-
ministrative capital of Dag-
estan. Most families however,
left a few members behind to
preserve the connection to their
homeland. Those who remained
on their native land in Georgia
have ended up in a no-man’s-
land of policy.

Mokhtar Alieev is the Rus-
sian teacher at the Chantl-
itskhure public school and his
family is a perfect replica of his
village’s history. His school has
been no less fragmented by the
passage of time; once home to
both a Georgian and Russian
section, giving parents the
choice about the direction of
their children’s future, the vil-
lage has suffered the conse-
quences of national educational
policies. Not only was the Rus-
sian section closed, but since
the English language was intro-
duced from first grader last
year, Russian is now only sanc-
tioned from grade 7. This gives
the Dagestanis only three years
of Russian as a foreign language.
Although he is happy that his
daughters are receiving a Geor-
gian education he is worried
about their future. The school,
recently rebuilt by the Minis-
try, is allowed to provide edu-
cation only through grade 9 leav-
ing students with no realistic
options. The Kvareli Educa-
tional Resource Center, under
whose jurisdiction the Dag-
estani communities fall, has in-
formed them if their children
wish to get a high school diplo-
ma they will have to travel four
villages away to Akhalsofeli, a
Georgian village, to have any
chance at receiving a diploma.

This is an unthinkable prospect
for the local parents.

“I want my girls to be edu-
cated and have a chance to con-
tinue studying but I can’t leave
them to go so far every day,
alone, where there is no one we
know. Anything could happen
to them,” Mokhtar explains.
His youngest daughter is now
in first grade. “I’m nervous
about how she will learn any-
thing in this system. The chil-
dren are split by all these lan-
guages; we speak our language
at home, they’re learning in a
Georgian school, English from
the first grade, one hour a week
of Avar which is difficult to
imagine without a basis in Rus-
sian since our alphabet is based
on Russian, and some children
are learning Arabic so they can
understand the recitations they
must perform at the mosque.”
That’s a staggering four alpha-
bets over a span of six languag-
es.

Although the Kvareli ERC
has allowed for the one hour of
Avar language instruction a
week for the village’s popula-
tion, Mokhtar points out that
time could be spent more effi-
ciently. Dagestan is comprised
of thirteen districts, each with
its own completely unique lan-
guage which then branches off
into innumerable dialects, many
of which are mutually incom-
pressible. “We can’t use that
language anywhere. Our dialect
is totally different from the lit-
erary Avar language and any-
way, no one in Dagestan is us-
ing that language. All the
schools, most of the TV, every-
thing is in Russian. Our repub-
lic is part of the Russian Feder-
ation. All our relatives commu-
nicate in Russian it’s the com-
mon language of Dagestanis
since otherwise we can’t com-
municate.”

The responsibility falls
completely on the family to pre-

serve the language. Neighbor-
ing Zinobiani is an excellent ex-
ample of how these policies can
be culturally dangerous.
Mokhtar’s colleague, a history
teacher in his school, is of Udi
decent. The Udi people, as Or-
thodox Christians, have assim-
ilated much more into Georgian
society. As a result, more and
more Georgian is spoken in Udi
homes and their language has
lost its priority in school. The
language is now in extreme dan-
ger of extinction. Although none
of the Georgian-Avars see this

as a potential outcome for their
community, pressure still re-
mains to find a place for their
children in their global futures.

“There are schools for the
Armenians and Azerbaijanis, so
it can be done for some peo-
ple.” In fact, what Mokhtar did
not know was that a study in
2009, showed a substantial
number of monolingual schools
in these languages, as well as
one in Ukrainian. According to
the study, an even greater num-
ber of bilingual schools for
these languages were available
along with Russian and even
several Ossetian schools. The
problem, the ERC explained to
the community, was that the
Dagestanis are not ethnic Rus-
sians, so it is not their language

and there can be no increase in
provisions for the instruction
of foreign languages. This is a
farce since there is no ambigu-
ity as to the governmental lan-
guage of the Republic of Dag-
estan being Russian; and if the
matter was related to the mother
tongue of the population then
the instruction of Avar is also
inherently false. Additionally,
after first being told their num-
bers were not sufficient, they
were told that their numbers
were subsequently determined
to be sufficient, but that the

population was unfortunately
not compact enough. It was
very unclear what the later was
intended to mean.

The school’s history teach-
er, from the Udi village which
is situated between the Avar
villages, had no accurate knowl-
edge of his people. The history
of ethnic groups in the region
rarely feature in the textbooks,
when they do it is often with
negative connotations.
Mokhtar often feels tensions
run high within the school
whenever he expresses his con-
cern about the future of his peo-
ple. This predicament could be
aided by amending the curricu-
lum of the teaching of history
of Georgia in all schools, both
Georgian and non-Georgian

alike, to include an increased
presence of minority groups. If
Georgian history teaching en-
compassed a more inclusive
approach, it would serve to in-
form both majority and minor-
ity groups of their fellow citi-
zens’ history and culture and
would considerably aid the civil
integration process.

Unfortunately, they have
been subject to more blatant
discriminatory policies such as
unfair land distribution, and the
horrible real-estate buy-back
policies of the early indepen-

dence period. The village has
not been given building permits
to construct a proper mosque
so they were forced to buy an
old shop and convert it into a
space for prayer. A former stu-
dent of Mokhtar, now a shep-
herd, knowing his language was
different from Avar and that
because he was of course not a
Georgian, or a Russian, was
simply unable to identify who
he was. Laws of anti-discrimi-
nation are simply not effective
means of policy dealing with
minority populations and insti-
tuting national policies in this
arena is not allowing them to
fall through the cracks but rath-
er forcing them into the cracks
of the system, even in their own
minds.

N E W S

Cooperation Agreement was concluded
between Georgia and Hungary

A cooperation agreement on economic and tourism development was concluded

between Georgia and Hungary on May 15. The document was signed by the Georgian

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Maia Panjikidze during her official business trip to Hungary

and Hungary’s State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and External Economic Relations Péter

Szijjártó.According to the Georgian Minister of Foreign Affairs, the parties mentioned

during the official ceremony that the signed cooperation agreement provides an excellent

framework for the intensification of Hungarian business activities and investment in

Georgia. A bilateral economic committee between the two countries will also be set up as

part of the agreement. Hungary and Georgia had a trade turnover of 50 million USD last

year, which can be increased, the State Secretary said. ”Among key areas of cooperation,

projects focusing on transportation, energy, agriculture, water management and joint

railway ventures are worth mentioning. We would have an actual opportunity to discuss

the issues and identify the fields where we need to strengthen our cooperation,” Szijjártó

noted.

geotimes.ge
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Nothing is infinite.
Everything in this world
comes to its natural end.
Yet, there are some topics
that are always timely.
From generation to
generation human kind
keeps digging deep into it,
but nevertheless the
results seem fleeting.
There is no era that can
come up with the constant
solution to it. Men and
women and what connects
them will be a matter of
discussion and conflict
until the very last moment
the universe exists.

French playwright Jean
Cocteau introduced the well-
known topic in his plays, nov-
els, films and poems. He didn’t
just introduce it, tell us the sto-
ry or show us the angle - he
showed us the way. He showed

us that no matter if we are a
man or a woman, sometimes
we need to get out of our skin,
our mind, our heart and look at
the situation from the side.
Most importantly we must do
it with a huge amount of hu-
mor. After compiling pieces of
novels by Cocteau, Georgian
director Nana Kvaskhvadze
created a composition and
staged the play ‘A Man and a
Woman’. The play is funny,
sophisticated, captivating, al-
luring and emotional. It simply
embodies your most inner fears,
thoughts, feelings and actions.
Looking at the story it seems
like a regular one of a pregnant
woman and a man who has just
lost his job and these two can’t
find a right moment to confess.
There are six actors on the stage
playing two characters. It is a
man and a woman and their
love. Three girls play a young
successful actress, Emmy, who
is crazy in love with her hus-
band. She got back earlier from
the tour, she is pregnant and is
waiting for her beloved to come

home. She is worried, she is
hectic, she is jealous, she is in
love and most importantly she
is sensing that something is
wrong. Three guys play a hus-
band Emil, who is very con-
cerned about the truth and false
matter.

The amount of actors cre-
ates the feeling that you look-
ing at the person in ‘3D’. If we
start talking about women and
their mood swings it will take
us forever. Yet, right there on
the stage a hectic emotional
woman was wide open in front
of us without us getting tired
or bored or overloaded. The
girls were switching on the stage
playing a mood after mood.
You could see Emmy inside
out. She was just fighting with
her curiosity, fear, jealousy and
craziness. While one was play-
ing, the other one was observ-
ing her from the outside and
most importantly laughing at
her own false misery because

at the end, everything turned
out just fine.

Fascinating directing, set and
translation by Nana Kvaskh-
vadze, marvelous modern cho-
reography by Nino Gogua, love-
ly costumes and set design by
Sophia Koridze and brilliant
acting by the young actors:
Emmy - Tamara Bziava, Nutsa
Mtchedlishvili, Nini Kvaskh-
vadze, Emil – Gagi Shengelia,
Guram Laliashvili and Ilia Tche-
ishvili. As soon as a person en-
ters, the room gets captivated,
grows in the mood of the theme
thanks to beautiful set decora-
tion. After reading the play and
having long busy conversations
with the director, Sophia be-
came inspired to create an out-
standing, warm and cozy de-
sign. Getting deep to the point
of the characters she came up
with vivid, charismatic and dra-
matic costumes. It’s her art that
gets public in the mood of the
play from the second one puts
the eye on the stage.

Actors interact with the
public during the play offering

a glass of wine. They ask the
public a question: “Is jealousy
an act of love or selfishness?”
The answers were mostly -
‘selfishness’, but I shall let

myself disagree big time (like I
did on the spot). To me jealou-
sy shows love and only love.
Love may turn you selfish, ob-
sessive, jealous, but it all is
caused only because one is in
love. I questioned the leading
actress Tamri Bziava who en-
riched the play with outstand-
ing acting.

Do you think this play is a
new word about the matter of
love?

I certainly do. It’s about the
humorous approach and atti-
tude to it. In my opinion hu-
man kind is lacking it.

Do you think families like
this can work? An architect
married to a wife who is al-
ways travelling?

You never know what kind
of families work. Besides
Emmy and Emil live in the ho-
tel, so the sense of living on the
move probably balances the
gap.

What is the idea of a happy
relationship for you?

Two people being good at
what they do and loving their

professions. Two people being
busy and dedicated to their jobs.
Two people being happy for
each other’s success. Two peo-
ple being lovers, friends and

partners.That’s what I’m going
to have.

What is jealousy to you?
Love or selfishness?

Both. I interviewed the pub-

lic as well. They all had the
same feeling after the play.
They found themselves in the
characters; they even found
their friends, their loved ones.

It is the kind of a play that can
never leave one empty; the im-

Love in‘3D’ on the Stage of
Tumanishvili Film Actors’ Theatre
By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT

pression is simple yet deep,
funny yet essential. The play
lights up deep feelings, new
approaches and most impor-
tantly it makes people laugh.

Now you tell me, does jeal-
ousy show love or selfishness?!

N E W S

Head of Georgian-Abkhazian and
Ossetian International Movement to Run
for President

Nestan Kirtadze, President of the Georgian-Abkhazian and Ossetian International
Movement, will run in Georgia’s 2013 presidential elections, according to her official
announcement on May 13. Kirtadze said that she decided it after the ruling Georgian
Dream coalition nominated on May 11 current Minister of Education and Sciences and
first Vice-Premier Girogi Margvelashvili as its presidential candidate. According to
Kirtadze, Margvelashvili is not a candidate who can make a right impact on the most
important issue of the country - territorial integrity - and send the right signals to the
Abkhazians and Ossetians. ”I will run for president in the October 2013 Presidential
Election. I would like to use the chance and show my private respect towards Giorgi
Margvaleshvili as a colleague to colleague. But his nomination as a presidential
candidate by the Georgian Dream was incomprehensible,” stated Kirtadze.She said that
the presidency remains one of the highest political posts. “It was insignificant for
Georgian society who the ruling political power would nominate as a presidential
candidate. Unfortunately, Giorgi Margvelashvili was nominated, whose political
background is that he is a philosopher and has an ironic sense of humor,” NetanKirtadze
said.

geotimes.ge



Monday, May 20,  2013

14

P U B L I C I T Y



Monday, May 20,  2013P U B L I C I T Y

15

Contact us and
Become our Partner

12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,

E-mail:marketing@geotimes.ge;
www.geotimes.ge

Book Corner
13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 223 24 30

Marriott Qourtiyard
4 Freedom Square; Tbilisi, 0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 91 00

Penthouse
12 Metekhi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99

KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

Kafe Leffe
Shardeni Str. 14, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Tbilisi
Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 402 200 
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi

Glasgow
20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Sheraton Metechi Palace
Addr: 20 Telavi St. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

David Sultan
16a P. Iashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685 

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

Tbilisi
Rustaveli Avenue 13
Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00

Marekesh expres
Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350

Vere Palase
Tbilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. ,
Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,
web:  www.verepalace.com.ge     

Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494   (+995 32) 2 180110

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55;

Hotel Varazi
Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61

Old Metekhi
3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com

AWARD CONSULTING
Tel: 593 31 41 05



Monday, May 20,  2013P U B L I C I T Y
16


	GT-1_M
	GT-2_M
	GT-3_M
	GT-4_M
	GT-5_M
	GT-6_M
	GT-7_M
	GT-8_M
	GT-9_M
	GT-10_M
	GT-11_M
	GT-12_M
	GT-13_M
	GT-14_M
	GT-15_M
	GT-16_M

