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Georgian police have
detained two suspects
accused of plotting a
terrorist attack. Mikhail
Kadiev and Rizvan Omarov,
citizens of the Russian
Federation, were arrested
in Tbilisi on June 13. A
large quantity of explosive
materials, detonators,
firearms and fake identity
papers was seized from
their apartment.

 
“We want to assure you that

the Interior Ministry will do ev-
erything it can to protect Geor-
gian citizens from the danger of
terrorism,” Nino Giorgobiani,
Ministry of Internal Affairs
Spokesperson,said.

Kadiev, who is wanted by In-
terpol, had been hiding in Geor-
gia since 2011, though periodi-
cally leaving and re-entering the
country. He was often seen train-
ing at the Palavani Georgian
wrestling club.

The MIA says that Kadiev has
been living in the home of the
Georgian President’s private pi-

lot, Director of the Tusheti air
company Zaur Kortoshidze. The
pilot denies this allegation, say-
ing that one of his friends from
Dagestan had asked him to ac-
commodate his acquaintance’s
son, a wrestler, and help him with
money. Kortoshidze says he has
met Kadiev only three times
since their first meeting in 2011
but admits that for three weeks
Kadiev had lived in his son’s
apartment while his son was
abroad. “Then my driver found
a flat for Kadiev and he moved…
he was detained in that rented
flat and all the explosive mate-
rials were found there, not in my
house,” he says.

This attempt to link terror-
ist plotting with President
Saakashvili is regarded as “pure
provocation” by Head of the
President’s Administration An-
dro Barnov. “Can anyone ex-
plain what the phrase ‘Presi-
dent’s private pilot’ means?
Tusheti is an independent com-
pany, hired by the State Guard
Special Service. The President
may not know this person at all”.

Barnov adds that the State Guard
Special Service reports to the
Prime Minister, Bidzina Ivanish-
vili.

Barnov believes that a cam-
paign of rumours began after the
uploading of a video purporting
to come from the Taliban on
June 6. It was suggested then that
this video had been made in Geor-
gia by members of Saakashvili’s
team. “This happened at the
same time Mr. Putin gave Geor-
gia the chance to cooperate
closely with the Russian special
services. I suspect that this
“close cooperation” is already
underway”, Andro Barnov says.
Increased security measures were
taken after the release of the
video on YouTube,as it con-
tained threats to the country’s
population and to its soldiers in
Afghanistan. The same day sev-
en Georgian servicemen were
killed in Helmand province.

It is assumed that the arrest
of the two men was linked to
the video threats but some ana-
lysts doubt this. Gia Khukhash-
vili, the Prime Minister’s Ad-
viser, suggests that there are too
many coincidences to dismiss the

Georgia Arrests Terrorist Suspects
connection but he can’t be firm
in the belief that these develop-
ments are linked. “I am sure that
the video broadcast on the Tal-
iban’s behalf is related to
Saakashvili’s statements in Af-
ghanistan on May 26 but I can-
not say that this footage was
made on his demand,” he says
.Archil Kbilashvili, the Chief
Prosecutor, has also declared
that a link between the video
and two Russian citizens prepar-
ing an act of terrorism has not
been established yet.

Another analyst, Head of the
Caucasus Centre for Strategic
Researche Mamuka Areshidze,
surmises that Kadiev and Omar-
ov could be connected tothe spe-
cial operation in Lapankuriin
2012. He says that Kadiev is a
member of the group led by Rus-
lan Papaskiri which brought a
number of Chechens into Geor-
gia and sent them to Lapankuri.
“It is not surprising that a weap-
on was found in Kadiev’s apart-
ment, as in 2010-2011 the Geor-
gian Special Service distributed
those same weapons to the
Chechen groups arriving in Geor-
gia,” Areshidze maintains. How-

ever Georgia’s former Minister
of the Interior Giorgi Lortki-
panidze states that Kadiev and
Omarov didn’t participate in the
Lapankuri operation and that
the previous government never
gavearms to anyone.

The possible accomplices of
the detainees, both within the
country and elsewhere, are now
being sought within the frame-
work of international anti-ter-

A second National Security
Council meeting was held,
on the initiative of
President Saakashvili, on
June 11. The attack on the
Georgian military units
serving the ISAF interna-
tional mission in Afghani-
stan, the videos threaten-
ing Georgia’s troops and
population and general
security matters were
discussed.

“It is a positive development
that Security Council sessions
have resumed. The Council is
made up of representatives of
different political parties, the
government and the President’s
administration. We can differ in
our evaluations of the past, per-
ceptions of the present and vi-
sions of the future, but we may
not differ on the key issues of
the independence, safety and se-
curity of our country,” the Pres-
ident commented before the
meeting.

Saakashvili said that many
issues are more easily regulated
behind closed doors. He said this
practice was usual in all demo-
cratic countries.

“I hope we are building de-
mocracy in Georgia. Therefore,
I welcome this meeting. It is
important for us to exchange

views about the attack on our
soldiers in Afghanistan” the
President stated.

Seven Georgian servicemen
were killed and nine wounded on
June 6 as a result of an attack at
the Georgian military base in
Afghanistan’s Helmand prov-
ince. The attack had been pre-
ceded earlier that day by a video
message on Youtube containing
threats to Georgian soldiers,
their families and the President
of Georgia.

Prime Minister Bidzina Ivan-
ishvili, who had not attended
the previous Security Council
session on June 5th, did not par-
ticipate in the June 11thmeet-
ing either. He maintained that
the issues the President intend-
ed to raise “were not of interest
to him.”

“I have seen the agenda, and
the ISAF mission and “jihad
threat” video will be discussed –
I think that none of these is-
sues are interesting enough right
now for me to go to the ses-
sion,” Ivanishvili declared.

The PM criticized the Secu-
rity Council, stressing that it had
not met for 8 months until the
new administration started rais-
ing serious questions. He em-
phasized that he would only take
part in sessions when they were
held to achieve real goals, not

for the sake of having a meet-
ing.

Giga Bokeria, the National
Security Council Secretary, was
in turn critical of the Prime
Minister’s position. “I want to
express particular grief over the
fact that the Prime Minister has
repeatedly refused to participate
in Security Council meetings.
The motive for the Prime Min-
ister’s absences is especially con-
cerning. He missed the first ses-
sion because of his busy sched-
ule, and this time he said that
the attack on Georgian soldiers
and the investigation into the
origin of the video released on
behalf of the Taliban were not
important. It is unclear to me
what could be more important
issues. Nevertheless, I hope the
Prime Minister will attend the
next meetings of the Security
Council,” he continued.

Defence Minister Irakli Ala-
sania, Interior Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili and Foreign Min-
ister Maia Panjikidze attended
the NSC session from the gov-
ernment side. Giga Bokeria told
journalists after the meeting
that the NSC session had been
extremely useful and the par-
ticipants had discussed all the is-
sues on the agenda. However
Gharibashvili had a different
view. “In my opinion these are
inefficient, very formal and very

artificial meetings. This is cur-
rently an absolutely inefficient
and incapable security council.”
He added that the so-called Tal-
iban videos had been uploaded
from an IP address in Georgia.”I
can confirm that those videos
had nothing to do with the Tal-
iban. According to the available
information they were upload-
ed in Georgia, and the IP address
has been identified and the loca-
tion established. An investiga-
tion is underway, the FBI is in-
volved in it and Israel is also
providing assistance “ he ex-
plained.

Members of the government,
commenting on the session,
shared Gharibashvili’s viewpoint
that council sessions are not pro-
ductive. However opposition
MPs believe that the Prime
Minister should have participat-
ed and that the council’s work
would be more efficient if all
members of Cabinet were
present. Parliamentary minori-
ty leader Nugzar Tsiklauri said
that the public was questioning
whether the government was
able to acknowledge the real
threats facing the country and
develop foreign and domestic
policy which would serve the na-
tional interest. Kakha Kukava,
leader of the non-parliamenta-
ry Independent Georgia Party,
noted that it was the Prime Min-

Saakashvili requests a second
National Security Council meeting
By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

ister’s choice whether to attend
the sitting or not but slammed
Ivanishvili’s statement that the
issues on the agenda were not
interesting to him. Pikria
Chikhradze of the New Rights
Party also said that she disap-
proved of the Prime Minister’s
indifferent attitude towards the

NSC.
The National Security Coun-

cil of Georgia (NSC) advises the
President of Georgia on Nation-
al Security and Foreign and Do-
mestic Policy. It is chaired by
the President of Georgia. The
President’s National Security
Adviser, who is the Secretary of
the National Security Council,
directs its activities. The mem-
bers are as follows: the Prime
Minister, Foreign Minister, De-
fence Minister, Minister of In-
ternal Affairs, Finance Minister
and the National Security Advi-
sor to the President. Members
of Parliament, also regularly
participate in NSC working
meetings.

rorist cooperation. It is known
that in 2012 one of Kadiev’s
accomplices was detained in Eu-
rope.

A few days after the Taliban
video was broadcast on YouTube
panic-stricken Georgians rang
police to inform them about a
suspicious bag on Shevchenko
Street in Tbilisi. Howeverthis
turned out to be full of books
and clothes.

A  L E T T E R  T O  G T

FROM THE FATHER OF
AMERICAN SOLDIER

Peter Kobs, the father of American soldier from Michigan
State responses on the death of 7 Georgian soldiers in
Afghanistan. We have received the letter of condolence by e-
mail from Peter Kobs.

Geotimes.ge publishes the letter without change:
"To the Editor The Georgian Times , As the American

father of a U.S. soldier, I was deeply saddened to hear this
news about the deaths of Georgian soldiers in Afghanistan. We
know the taste of tragedy in the United States and we share
your grief. Our family and church will be praying for the
departed soldiers and their families.

THANK YOU for standing with us in the war against
terrorism. We are deeply grateful for your many sacrifices and
proud to call Georgia our friends. - With sincerest sympathies,
- Peter Kobs, Battle Creek, Michigan, USA".

geotimes.ge
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The restoration of Geor-
gia’s territorial integrity is
vital for the country’s
future development. Every
time a new government
comes to power it engen-
ders a wave of optimism
that Georgia will regain
control of all the territory
within its internationally
recognised borders, yet we
have endured two decades
of continually lost hope.

Last month the situation in
the conflict regions became even
more strained as the line of oc-
cupation was movedagain. Here
The Georgian Times talks to
State Minister on Reintegration
Issues Paata Zakareishvili about
the events of the last few weeks.
  

Mr. Zakareishvili, the al-
ready unpleasant situation in the
conflict regions has deteriorated
further. What steps will your min-
istry take to restore dialogue now
that the occupier has moved the
border?

FirstlyI should note that the
term “moved the border” is cate-
gorically unacceptable. I am al-
ways saying this, but still people
use this term. There is no border
there, and therefore it cannot be
moved. There is an occupation,
there are occupied territories and
this Russian occupation is con-
tinuing. To be more accurate, the
formalisation of this occupatio-
nis continuing. Ever since
2008international organisations
have supported us and opposed
this occupation. They have
strongly warned Russia that its be-
haviour is unacceptable and does
not correspond withany of the
international agreements signed
by Russia itself. ButRussia does
not take any of this into account
and continues to behave as an
aggressor. Movingnon-existent
borders and demarcating the oc-
cupied territories is Russia’s reac-
tion to Georgia’s new policy.

If you are asking what mea-
sures we will take, our answer is
– we are going to continue con-
ducting the policy which has
made Russia demarcatethe occu-
pied territory. Russia is compelled
to demarcate its territory so that
Georgian policy does not pene-
trate South Ossetia. Its action
demonstrates that the Ossetian
population wants to draw near
to the rest of Georgia:the demar-
cation, and the behaviour of the
occupiers, are not directed
against Georgians, the idea is to
restrict theOssetian people’s ac-
cess to Georgia. The Abkhaz can-
not see the rest of Georgia, but
Ossetians can see Georgian ter-
ritory. Abhkazia is a long way
from the rest of Georgia, but the
villages, cities, meadows and
fields of Georgia proper are just
beyond the Ossetian demarcation
line. By moving the demarcation
line Russia wants to separate
South Ossetia from the rest of
Georgia.  It is very important
for me, as the minister responsi-
ble for this issue, to analyse this
action and develop a counter

strategy. Russia’sbehaviour
shows that it is afraid of a Geor-
gian-Ossetian truce, and there-
fore our reaction must be to do
our bestto reconcile our twopeo-
ples.

You have said that signs of
such a reconciliation have ap-
peared because Ossetian people
have begun visiting Georgia prop-
er in greater numbers. But the
occupiers still operate ‘border’
checkpoints near Gori. Is it easy
for Ossetians to enter Georgia
proper?

The number of people enter-
ing Tbilisi and Gorifrom South
Ossetia has doubled. Many peo-
ple have relatives in Georgia
proper but all this time they have
been afraid to come to Georgia
because Saakashvili’s police
would meet them and ask them
all kinds of questions about col-
laborating with them. If they
refused to do sothe Police would
insult them. This was some sort
of “recruitment” policy. There
were also arrests. Thesemanipu-
lations were undertaken by the
former Interior Ministry, which
claimed to be trying to control
the situation but in reality drove
the Ossetian population away.
This policy has changed. There
are no more threats of blackmail.
Ossetian people know that they
can come and see their relatives,
bring tomatoes to sell and so on,
without fear of harassment. We
have sent them a message: you
are our citizens,we are not going
to control you. There are still
checkpoints in several places, but
you can bypass them.

I used the term “moving the
border” unconsciously, but pol-
iticians also use this term. Does
this mean that those who use it
are admitting to the Russians
that there isa border?

Good question.I use the term
“separating lines”, and of course
this term was not invented by
me. This is the term used in gov-
ernment strategic documents.
The Russians are just trying to
make us to determine where this
“border” is. The publichas un-
fortunately swallowed this ter-
mthrown out by the Nationals.
The Russians are saying, in ef-
fect: “ah, so the border has been
moved? Sorry, but you have to
show us where the correct bor-
der line is! Has it moved by 300
metres? We will move it back
500 metres if you like, all you
have to do is legally recognise
that there is a border!” The Rus-
sian army has not moved the
border 300 metres, it violatedthe
actual state border when it en-
tered South Ossetia. This has
great importance. We must not
succumb to provocations. We
must not conduct negotiations
with Russia about this issue. The
reason they have moved their
non-existent border is firstly to
close South Ossetia and second-
ly to make us take emotional
measures, as Saakashvili did. Rus-
sia needs provocations from
Georgian side, because it has lived
with themfor many years. But
our advantage is that we look at

this issue pragmatically and pro-
tect the interests of our popula-
tion.

You are very careful with ter-
minology. You also want the
Ministry of Reintegration Issues
to revert toits old name,The
Ministry of Conflict Resolution.
Why did Saakashvili change the
name in the first place and why
has he not restored its previous
name?

This is a question for
Saakashvili, because he invented
the absurd name of this minis-
try. Its previous name was The
State Ministry of Conflict Reso-
lution, but he changed it even
though the conflicts are unre-
solved. Nobody knows why this
ministry is called
‘Reintegration’…reintegration
means that you were once inte-
grated, then disintegrated and
now want to be reintegrated.The
ministry has two real functions,
conflict resolution and civil in-
tegration, but where areeither of
these two concepts in the word
‘Reintegration’? Does this mean
that the Armenians and Azer-
baijanis also need reintegration?
Are they as far from us as the
Ossetians and Abkhazs? The Az-
erbaijanis and Armenians are a
different phenomenon. Of
course we have to change the
name: it would be better for us
not to have a name at all, or be
called Ministry Number 5 or
something, than have the name
we have now.

You have said that the con-
flict regions themselves have ob-
jected to this name and this has
hindered the restoration of rela-
tions. Was this the only factor
affecting these relations?

Here we see Saakashvili’s at-
titude. A new government has
come to power with a new vi-
sion, but the President is not giv-
ing us the opportunity to put our
plans into effect. His behaviour
is not cohabitational. I am not
waiting for him to sign the doc-
ument changing our name. We
are doing our job, it would be bet-
ter if he cooperated with us. Yes,
the Abkhaz and   declared that
will not negotiate with a minis-
try with such a name. They have
even told me that they can speak
with me as a person, but not as a
minister.

Do you agree that the occu-
pied territories can be returned
by means of a Eurasian Union
and we therefore do not need to
keep a contingent in Afghanistan,
because NATO will not be able
to return our occupied territo-
ries?

When theoriginal Georgian-
Abkhazian armed conflict ended
we were not yet in the CIS, and
President Shevardnadze said that
if we joined we would resolve our
territorial problems. We joined,
but lost even more territory. So
this Eurasian Union idea is a fairy
tale. This issue should not be on
the agenda at all. We do not want
to discuss being in the same geo-
political area as Russia. We ex-
clude this. When we were in the
CIS we endured the occupation
and recognition of Abkhazia and
Ossetia. Therefore we have no

Paata Zakareishvili:
Russia is compelled to
demarcate its territory so
that Georgian policy does
not penetrate South Ossetia

basisfor changing our European
orientation. We have to move
towards NATO and the Europe-
an Union. If we change our po-
litical course, no one will pro-
tect us. It is unacceptable to talk
about getting back 300 metre-
swhen 20% of our territory is
occupied.

Did the meeting of Security
Council bring any important re-
sults? We are not asking about
the details, but what were the
results of this meeting?

I am not a member of the
Security Council, but it is a pity
than meetings in such a format
have not been conducted before.
This meeting was more construc-
tive than I had expected. All the
members tried to listen and un-
derstand each other’s arguments.
There were issues on which we
could not agree, so we decided to
postpone discussion of these. As
members of the Government we
are responsible for all that is go-
ing on in the country and have
no right to refuse to meet or
cooperate in any format. The
Security Council is one of the
most important levers for ruling
the country. During this meet-
ing we discussed international
challenges, national security and
our foreign affairs direction.

Do you have any contacts
with representatives of the occu-
pied territories? Can you say that
any favourable changes are oc-
curring?

The dynamic is better than I
thought it would be, despite the
fact that we have not yet changed
the name of the ministry. The
conflicts have lasted for years,
it is impossible to achieve visi-
ble results in a few months. The
institutionwe most desire to join
is the European Union.The Cy-
prus conflict, which has been
going on 40 years, is taking place
within a European Union coun-
try. I am sure we will not need 40
years to resolve our problems,
there is much greater alienation
between Turks and Greeks. The
European Union itself cannot
resolve serious conflicts in short
timeframes. It knows that these
need a reasonable policy. I am
deeply convinced that we are on
the right path and that we can
alreadysee signs of this. I cannot
speak about these signs todaybe-
cause I must first report tothe
Prime Minister. I want the Prime
Minister be aware of what is go-
ing on,and obtain his agreement
before taking further steps.

How proper and effective
would be the intervention of the
Church in conflict resolution
and the restoration of territorial
integrity?

The church is as independent
as non-governmental organisa-
tions and civil society organisa-
tions are, we do not control it. It
offers an additional mechanism
which will not replace or over-
lap with state policy but can pos-
sibly facilitate it. If the Church
has the necessary resources to
do this it must use them, but it
should not be ruled by the gov-
ernment and does not have to
wait for the legitimisation of its
steps by the government.

But when the de facto leader
of Abkhazia asks the Patriarch
of Russia to receive the Abkha-
zian Church into its structure,
should not the government re-
act?

No, I think it should not.If
the Patriarchate of Russia makes
a statement such as, “we can
think about uniting the Abkha-
zian Church with us”, then we
should react. We have to look at
the subject and not the object. It
is not correct to respond to ev-

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, MAKA DEKANOSIDZE, GT

erything. It is better to keep
watch of how things are devel-
oping. Let the other side make
its policy in reaction to you,do
not make your policy in reac-
tion to them.

Is this the tactic of the Prime
Minister, as it appears to be?

Yes, and this is a very good
thing. The Prime Minister is a
very clever man. I like working
with him, because he is well aware
of all the conflict resolution pro-
cesses.

N E W S

The U.S. Congress has released a statement on cooperation
with Georgia in defence area. According to the statement, the
Republic of Georgia is a highly valued ally of the United States
and has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment to advancing
the mutual interests of both countries, including the deploy-
ment of Georgian forces as part of the NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan and the Multi-
National Force in Iraq.

(2) The peaceful transfer of power as the result of the free
and fair parliamentary elections in Georgia in October 2012
represents a major accomplishment toward the Georgian
people’s creation of a free society and full democracy.

(3) However, since the October 2012 parliamentary
elections the new Georgian Government has taken a series of
measures against former officials and members of the current
political opposition that appear to be motivated by political
considerations.

(4) Over 100 former Georgian Government officials have
been charged with criminal violations since the October 2012
parliamentary elections.

(5) Similar charges have been filed against members of the
political opposition, including Vano Merabishvili, the Secretary
General of the United National Movement.

(6) The arrest of the leader of an opposition party is
especially troubling, particularly its chilling effect on political
freedom prior to the presidential election scheduled for
October 2013.

(7) The Georgian Government has taken insufficient action
to prevent further violence against members of the United
National Movement and to punish offenders.

(8) These actions call into question the Georgian Govern-
ment’s continued progress toward the creation of a free and
democratic society in which basic freedoms, including freedom
for political opposition, are guaranteed.

(b) Statement of Congress- Congress declares that—
(1) the United States remains committed to assisting the

people of Georgia in establishing a free and democratic society
in their country;

(2) the measures taken by the Georgian Government against
former officials and political opponents, apparently in part
motivated by political considerations, may have a significant
negative impact on cooperation between the United States and
Georgia, including efforts to build a stronger relationship in
political, economic, and security matters, as well as progress on
integrating Georgia into international organizations;

(3) the United States must be unambiguous when democratic
backsliding occurs in a key ally after a peaceful and democratic
transfer of power between political parties; and

(4) the people of the United States and the Members of
Congress express their deepest condolences to the Georgian
people on the tragic loss of seven soldiers of Georgia in a
suicide bombing on June 6, 2013, and the deaths of three
soldiers killed in another suicide bombing on May 13, 2013,
while they were supporting United States and NATO forces in
Afghanistan.

geotims.ge

U.S. Congress releases
statement on cooperation
with Georgia in defence area
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Professor, what is the MA-
HATMA project?

MAHATMA is one of the
Tempus projects and is financed
by the European Union. The
grant holder is the State Peda-
gogical University of Armenia
and we are one of the participat-
ing universities. The title MA-
HATMA means Master of High
Education Management, but I
suppose it is somehow connect-
ed to the democratic values   of
Mahatma Gandhi (laughing). The
goal of this project is to create a
Masters of Education Manage-
ment Programme. We already
have such a programme at our
University, so to an extent we
can say that we are not creating
a new programme but develop-

MAHATMA programme will develop leaders of
educational management aware of all the new standards
and trends in the international education system
By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

The faculty of Education at IBSU (the International Black
Sea University) is participating in the TEMPUS project
MAHATMA (Master of Higher Education Management:
Developing leaders for managing educational transforma-
tion). (TEMPUS is the Trans-European Mobility Programme
for University Studies, which involves higher education
institutions in EU Member States and partner countries).
Universities and other educational organisations from 7
countries:  Armenia, Georgia, the UK, Germany, Italy,
France and the Czech Republic, are participating in this
programme. MAHATMA’s objective is to promote the
transformation of higher education management in
Armenia and Georgia through the introduction of a new
Masters programme and professional development courses
in higher education management. Vice Rector of IBSU
Prof. Dr. Natela Dogonadze tells The Georgian Times about
the MAHATMA project.

ing the existing one, although we
have changed it a lot.

The project will run for three
academic years. It was launched
in October 2012. Four universi-
ties from Georgia, four from Ar-
menia, two from England, one
from Germany and one from
Czech Republic are taking part,
as are educational centres in
France and Italy, which are our
partners. Our European partners
are helping us develop this
project. In fact, we began work
on this project in January. Our
first meeting was in Yerevan,
where the participants got ac-
quainted with each other and in-
troduced themselves.

Which universities from
Georgia are participating in this

project?
Ilia State University, Qutaisi

State University, Batumi State
University and our Black Sea
University. We all demonstrated
our capacity to undertake this
project and then had a meeting
in Paris.

Why was your University
chosen?

The Armenian university
which initiated this project was
looking for a partner in Georgia
which was already working in the
sphere of Education Manage-
ment. In Georgia only these four
universities do that. Some years
ago only state universities could
take part in Tempus pro-
grammes, but last year private
universities also gained the right
to participate. So maybe we are
pioneers.

What does this programme
involve?

This programme is about the
management of education, its
theory and practice. Education-
al management is a specialised
skill which requires its own train-
ing. At the Paris meeting we dis-
cussed various methods of edu-
cation. At this point, what we
can guarantee is that we are well
aware of the international edu-
cation system and have very
good lecturers. We are also tak-
ing into consideration all our
European partners’ recommen-
dations about education method-
ology and assessment method-
ology.

This programme will be ori-
ented on the student. It lasts four
semesters, the last of which is
dedicated to diploma work. Why
should students join this pro-
gramme? From a group of 15
students 5 can take part in an
exchange programme during the

third semester, two at European
Universities and three at the
University of Armenia. Arme-
nian students will come here in
the same way. Those who do not
go on these exchanges will re-
ceive special development pro-
grammes, formulated according
to international standards of ed-
ucation. The exchange pro-
grammes will last two months,
but participants will gain credits
for a whole semester. During the
first two semesters the students
will study English intensively, so
they will have no difficulties on
the exchange programme.

The MAHATMA pro-
gramme develops leaders of edu-
cational management aware of
all the new standards and trends
in the international education
system. The programme also has
some political goals. As you
know, Georgia’s education laws
and education system change
every year, and therefore the
country must have experienced
well educated leaders who can
take part in such a changing ed-
ucational system. This project
is very good for the country’s
future.

The programme consists of
both theoretical knowledge and
practical tasks. Every Masters
student will conduct undergradu-
ate research work, developing
the skills of a research leader, an
independent view about the edu-
cation system, decision making
skills and the other skills neces-

sary for a leader working in the
education sphere.

Have you invited overseas
specialists to deliver this pro-
gramme?

Yes, but not for whole semes-
ters. They will deliver specific
courses. However participants of
this programme will have inten-
sive contact with our internation-
al partners.

Which is the usual language
of study at the Black Sea Uni-
versity?

Our students can choose as a
foreign language Turkish, Ger-
man, Spanish, French and other
languages, but in almost all our
faculties the language of study is
English. In the law faculty study
is partly in English and partly in
Georgian.

Which subjects will be
taught?

Management of Higher Edu-
cation, Adult Education, Assess-
ment in Higher Education, Cul-
ture and Academic Achievement
in Education, Curriculum and Syl-
labus Development in Higher
Education, Financial Manage-
ment of Education, General and
Higher Education Psychology,
Global Education, Higher Educa-
tion Administration, Higher Ed-
ucation Law, Higher Education,
History of Higher Education In-
ternship, Leadership in Higher
Education, Leader Improvement
and Higher Education Manage-
ment, Research and Study Skills.
The three year course costs
3,000 GEL a year.
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One of the most important
problemsin Georgia is
unaffordable health care.
In this interview with The
Georgian Times Minister of
Labour, Health and Social
Affairs Davit Sergeenko
declares that the govern-
ment will try to resolve all
problems in health care
and social protection within
a year.

Mr. Sergeenko, you have en-
countered many problems in the
Georgian healthcare system
since being appointed, can you
highlight some of the most im-
portant?

There are a lot of problems
in healthcare system and it is hard
to single out individual ones. But
I think the most important was
that we had no quality control
system. Sucha system is not very
easy to construct and I cannot
brag that it works properly now
either. So this is one of the main
problems.

Are any of the projects
launched by the previous gov-
ernment still being implement-
ed?   

 These were mainly infra-
structure projects, and every one
of them is still being
implemented.No projects have
been suspended because we do not
think any of them are superflu-
ous. On the contrary, medical
healthcare infrastructure is very
important. Maybe there have
been small problems in some di-
rections, but these mistakes were
made by those executing the
projects. I hope all these prob-
lems and delays will be resolved
and all projects fulfilled.

What changes for the better
have occurred since the coming
of the new government?

 I cannot say that there has
been a dramatic re-evaluation of
the healthcare system. We can-
not say that everything was very
bad and we have come and
changed everything. This is just
not true. As I mentioned the
healthcare system is problemat-
ic in general. We have merely
changed the strategic vector of
the healthcare system. Until
October 2012 healthcare provi-
sion was directed attarget groups,
for example the elderly, children
and the socially vulnerable, and
their healthinsurancewasonly
supported by private healthcare
companies. We have changed
this, and now insurance and med-
ical services areavailable not only
for target groups but all citizens
of Georgia. We have to protect
all our citizens, without
exception.The second thing we
have changed is before we came
to power onlycertain private
companies issued and adminis-
tered health insurance, in fact
they were monopolists. We have
now created healthy competitive
conditions between the govern-
ment administration and private

company administrations, so
that a broader range of provid-
ers can offer insurance.

As regards the structure and
functioning of the ministry, I
have never made any rule which
would enable us to fire a staff
member for having a different
political opinion. For me what
is important is how effectively
someone does their job. But of
course we have made some nec-
essary changes in management
for this very reason. 

Can you say that the current
health insurance situation is
radically different to that which
prevailed under the previous
government?

Yes, because two to three
years ago only some of the pop-
ulation could take out govern-
menthealth insurance policies.
The rest simply paid money
from their pockets to private
companies. What has radically
changed is that all citizens of
Georgia can now take advantage
of medical services. Some peo-
ple continueto use private insur-
ance companies, but we have al-
ready begun transferring every-
one else onto the government
insurance system, so that the
government will address the
health protection needs of the
greater part of the population.
This is the main change we have
implemented.

There are very long queues
at healthcare facilities thanks to
the procedures for receiving
medical policies. When will this
problem be solved?

We can divide the population
of Georgia into two parts - those
who use insurance policies issued
by private companies (which
were registered years ago) and
those who take part in the new
governmentinsurance pro-
gramme launched by the minis-
try. Those under the government
programme, launched on 28
February,no longer need to take
printed copies of their insurance
policies to the clinics because

their documents are registered on
an electronic database. This pro-
cedure is maximally efficient.

If it is efficient, why there are
still long queues?

Maybe this is due to issues
concerning scheduled operations,
but in urgent situations the pro-
cedures are efficient.  As regards
the documentation for these
planned operations, I promise
the people of Georgia that with-
in a year this problem will be re-
solved and they will be able to
obtain all the necessary medical
services without facing any bu-
reaucratic barriers.

Are you still intending to in-
crease pensions in September?

Of course, the increase in
pensions was one of the main
election commitments of the
Georgian Dream coalition. To
begin with pensions will be
brought in line with the mini-
mum standard of living and then
they will increase further. The
minimum standard of living is
150 lari, so all the promises giv-
en in the sphere of healthcare
and social protection will be kept
on the basis of this index. From
June 1 theminimumliving stan-
dard calculated for socially vul-
nerable citizens will be doubled.

What projects will you be
implementing in the near future?

 The insurance project
launched on February 28 will be
expandedto include a lot of addi-
tional services and thefull pack-
agecan be used by all citizens of
Georgia. We are also working on
creating a quality control system
and evaluation system, because
the prices of services should have
acertain logic behind them and
not be overinflated. For exam-
ple, sometimes medical facilities
offer different patients the same
services at different prices and
this is unacceptable. We are also
working on improving the pro-
vision of emergency services. I
think it is categorically unac-
ceptable to suffer two-hour de-
lays in receiving emergency

David Sergeenko: The Government of
Georgia will address the health protection
needs ofthe entire Georgian population

treatment and this must be cor-
rected. Another major project-
concerns children’s oncology and
hematology. We have negotiat-
ed with Harvard Medical School
and willsoon implement a large
project under its patronage and
management which will resolve
the important problems in this
area systematically and radical-
ly. We have a lot of big projects
in the pipeline: village doctors,
a primary health care project,
categorisation and classification-
reforms and so on. Atthis stage,
the most important project is
the one designed to reduce ma-
ternal and child mortality.

There have been two cases of
child mortality in the last two
months, can you give concrete
reasons why these occurred?

 The child mortality cases
were very disappointing. I would
like to offer my condolences to
the families of the dead children.
We cannot find any reasons why
these hurtful events occurred.
We will investigate and try to
find the weak points in our sys-
tem. What I am saying now can-
not serve as consolation, but
there is no significant difference
between child mortality statis-
tics in Georgia and those of oth-
er countries. Unfortunately more
than 700 children die in Georgia
each year for different reasons,
but these reasons are no differ-
ent from those found in other
countries. That said, we acknowl-
edge that for Georgia this is very
high figure and we must work to
reduce it. We are working with
UNICEF on this. I think in the
near future we will seea reduc-
tion in these figures, and we have
to reduce this problem to a min-
imum.

But what are the reasons for
child mortality: bureaucracy,
hungerorthe carelessness of par-
ents? 

I will refrain from accusing
the parents of dead children, be-
cause they have their own trage-
dy to deal with. It is hard to pro-

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

N E W S

Davit Usupashvili  :U.S.-
Georgia friendship is not in
danger

We appeal to all nations to send as many observers as
possible to monitor trials. Thus, Chairman of Parliament
Davit Usupashvili responded to the statement of the U.S.
Congress. 

“In any country arrest of a person which had been a
Minister for many years and then a Prime Minister causes
great interest. Therefore, our friends’ interest is quite normal.
Their position that there should not be politically motivated
arrests in Georgia is quite natural. The government and the
parliament, of course, share this position. We thank everyone
for recommendations. As for the certain statements, they are
based on the lack of information’’, said the Chairman of the
Parliament.

He alleged that despite the critical statements of the
Congress, the U.S.-Georgia friendship is not in danger.

“The United States government continues cooperation
with Georgia’s new government. The future of the U.S.-
Georgia friendship is not in danger”, the Speaker said.

geotimes.ge

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
releases statement on UN
Resolution

The voting process on the UN resolution about the
internally displaced persons and refugees reiterated that this
politicized initiative has no great support in the United
Nations - the majority of member countries abstained in the
voting or did not attend the process at all, says a statement
released by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Russian Foreign Ministry’s statement says that
Georgia stubbornly refuses to make appropriate conclusions
from the fact that thousands of people of different nationali-
ties were hurt due to the then government’s aggressive policy
and excessive ambitions.

“Like the previous years, the resolution was considered
without representatives of Abkhazeti and South Ossetia. They
were not allowed to study the situation in the region before
the General Assembly. Such document will not be able to assist
in solving real problems of refugees and internally displaced
persons”, says the Russian Foreign Ministry’s website.

According to the statement, if there will be serious and not
propagandist talks about the return of refugees to their homes,
then of course, the internationally recognized criteria - safety,
good will and dignity – should be protected. 

“Today, as the United Nations Secretary-General’s report
notes, these criteria are not fulfilled. Since October 2008,
when the Geneva negotiations were launched, Georgia has
stubbornly tried to avoid an agreement on non-use of force
with Abkhazeti and South Ossetia, without which it is
impossible to achieve long-term stability,” says the statement

geotimes.ge

vide reasons, for example we
cannot apportion all blame on
the family doctor, social work-
er, Chairman of the village coun-
cil or parents. It is very hard to
determine the exact reasons in
any given case, because there are
a lot of different factors in-
volved. We have all had oppor-
tunities to prevent such cases,
but they have occurred anyway.

How does the Georgian
healthcare system work for for-
eigners?

 Our main goal is to transfer
the Georgian healthcare system
from experienced based to evi-
dence based decision making. The
need for this is clear to all those
who have ever had to deal with
the healthcare system. We want
to create a high class healthcare
system which works on the same
principle as those in all developed
countries. If we develop such a
system both foreigners and citi-
zens of Georgia will get the same
medical services.
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If parliament approves a
proposed amendment state
funding of political parties
will increase to 300-600
thousand GEL. However
this will only apply to
parties which overcame the
4% barrier at the local
elections of 2010 and
parliamentary elections of
2012.

The amendments to the “Or-
ganic Law on Political Unions”
have been prepared by an inter-
party grouping but not present-
ed to Parliament for discussion
yet. They have been criticised
by party leaders whose parties
will not qualify for state fund-
ing, including Kakha Kukava,
leader of Independent Georgia.
He discusses these amendments
during this interview with
geotimes.ge

Mr.Kukava, what are the im-
plications of these amendments?

According to the draft law
the Georgian Dream and UNM
will gain more financing, 5 mil-
lion in total, double the present
amount. The Republicans, Con-
servatives etc. will also get bo-
nuses, and we can say that they
will be full of money. Several sat-
ellite parties will also have their
funding doubled, including Zurab-
Noghaideli’s. However the fund-
ing of real parties, including Jondi
Baghaturia’s, Nino Burjanadze’s
and Shalva Natelashvili’s , will
be zero.

Your opponents would argue
that if a party cannot achieve

the 4% threshold the state
should not have an obligation
to fund it, as it does not have
enough public support. The cri-
teria for granting a party quali-
fied subject status also needs to
be reviewed. What do you say
about this?

The formula is calculated dif-
ferently at various stages. At the
April 27 elections we got 17%
of the vote. David Berdzenish-
vili explained that this was mere-
ly a personal votefor me, but this
is a very strange explanation.
This is not a legal argument, only
a political viewpoint. I can ar-
gue in turn, and 100% of the
public will agree, that the Geor-
gian Dream’s vote on October 1
was a personal vote forBidzina
Ivanishvili. If you receive
enough votes to meet the per-
centage threshold, why try and
distinguish whether they were
cast for a person or a party?!

In many countries party sup-
port revolves around one per-
son, and if the Georgian Dream
does not consider its result Bidz-
ina Ivanishvili’s personal vote,
why it should Independent Geor-
gia’s be considered Kukava’s?

By the way, the original law
about party financing was writ-
ten by me and accepted under
pressure from EC experts and the
IRI. Such formula-party financ-
ing did not exist then. The law
has been changed several times,
and some parties missed out but
not on this scale. The Republi-
can Party, having a long tongue,
says that funding non-qualified

subjects is not allowed, but in
2005 when the original law was
adopted it was a non-qualified
subject itself and still it received
funding. This was my initiative.

After the dissolution of the
coalition who will define the
qualification for funding? It is
possible its constituent parties will
be affected by this law themselves
in the future?

Parties in government forget
to be prudent. We used to com-
pete against the UNM alongside
the Republicans and those par-
ties currently in government.
They have come to power and
now have 10 million in financ-
ing. Those still in opposition
currently face a problem of
maintaining their offices.

The most shameful thing is
that Berdzenishvili has added
four million for his party and the
UNM but the statutory mini-
mum funding set aside for oppo-
sition parties has been abolished.
We are talking about fifty thou-
sand GEL divided by 12 months,

so it only pays for office rent
and utilities. Those in govern-
ment used to mock the UNM,
but have now become just like
them. This amendment will re-
sult in opposition parties being
closed, which has not happened
for many years. This is the first
step towards autocracy.

Why do you think this change
is being proposed?

It is because we have a differ-
ent ideology, a nationalist one.
We do not share the liberal prin-
ciples on which the cohabitation
between the GD and UNM is
based. The Georgian public prob-
ably remembers that we did not
show any solidarity withIvanish-
vili prior to October 1. Conse-
quently everything is being done
to prevent us entering Parlia-
ment even through by-elections.

On May 17 we participated
in the rally against gays. Conse-
quently Ivanishvili issued the
order to kill our party financial-
ly. You may remember that the
other parties, apart from Jondi

Baghaturia’s, did not take part
in the rally on May 17.

I would like to advise Mister
Ivanishvili to study Saakashvili’s
mistakes and not repeat them.

Will lack of financing force
parties to seek illegal funding?
Does the government see this as
a threat?

Along with the risk of illegal
funding, I think there is a stron-
ger threat which has not been
noticed by the government.

The government is eager to
kill off the opposition; therefore
it will foment a revolution.
Saakashvili did not acknowledge
us as opposition, and the same
happened to him. Now Ivanish-
vili says that we are not opposi-
tion, we are non-existent; he re-
gards those with his favourite
names and surnames as opposi-
tion.

If Ivanishvili does not know,
let his advisors remind him, tak-
ing their examples from recent
history, that despite conflict be-
tween the authorities and those
of different opinions they should
still support the existence of a
legal political space. The author-
ities are conceited, but the Geor-
gian political situation is very
unstable, it changes frequently,
so if we cannot debate we will
have to oppose on Rustaveli
Avenue. If this does not happen
now, it will happen two years
from now.

If parliament approves this
amendment, how will your par-
ty continue without financing?

Our office will probably be
closed at the end of the month,
as we have 2 months’ unpaid rent.

Kakha Kukava: the current
government is a reincarnation of
the Citizens’ Union and UNM
By MAKA DEKANOSIDZE, GT

Bidzina Ivanishvili forbids us
from conducting our activities,
and our donors have been warned
that if they fund us they will face
problems in business. Our ac-
count is zero, and it was not like
this before. Opposition parties
will not die if they have no of-
fices but it will push us to be-
come more radical. Ivanishvili,
like Saakashvili, may regret this
later, but it will be too late by
then, as people who are consid-
ered supporters of the current
government may freely cross to
the other side of the barricade.

Will ceasing to fund the non-
parliamentary opposition before
the upcoming Presidential elec-
tions mobilise the opposition
around one candidate, such as
Nino Burjanadze who has shown
her readiness to participate in
the Presidential elections?

I support the idea of a united
opposition candidate and call on
everyone to withdraw their can-
didacy for a certain period so we
can have consultations and agree
on a common candidate. Nino
Burjanadze has refused to par-
ticipate in previous discussions
about a common candidate and I
do not think any serious party
will support her. Whoever puts
their own candidate in will get
only 2-4% of the votes, which
would not make them president
but hinder the mobilisation of a
common voice. A common can-
didate will have an opportunity,
as dissatisfaction with the GD is
increasing and the public under-
stands that the current govern-
ment is a reincarnation of the
Citizens Union and UNM. This
understanding will increase until
the October election.

The protest against Saakash-
vili began in 2004-2005, but we
thought it would bring negative
results and this is what has hap-
pened. Ivanishvili is the hostage
of developments. The only out-
comes will be negative ones. Do
you notice the number of short
circuits? Some of the ministers
have had problems, causing pub-
lic dissatisfaction.

On May 17 this dissatisfac-
tion grew into a protest and if the
government’s course is not
changed, something more impor-
tant that May 17 will take place.

The MIA’s controversial
archive of illegally
obtained footage of people’s
private lives is to be
destroyed, following the
conclusion of consultations
with the diplomatic corps,
international and non-
governmental organiza-
tions. As a range of
opinions was expressed
about this matter, a special
committee will be appoint-
ed to oversee the destruc-
tion of the archive. Deputy
Minister of the Internal
Affairs Levan Izoria says
that the decision to destroy
the illegal footage will not
be changed, but some
materials related to the
investigation of crimes,
which could be used as
evidence, will be kept.

“It will take time to sort
through this material, as it was
not catalogued. Some of it could
be useful in crime investigations,
but the majority of it has no
connection any crime, and was

only obtained to try and discred-
it people. We would like to fin-
ish this practice. We have invit-
ed international partners and
non-governmental organiza-
tions to create a commission to
send this material to the past,”
Izoria said, adding that he was
intending to offer an amnesty
to those who bring such material
to the authorities on their own
initiative, if any is in private
hands. “In order to avoid misuse
of this material we will ask Par-
liament to pass a special amnes-
ty law for a specific period. How-
ever, if people do not take ad-
vantage of this they will natu-
rally be pursued”.

Non-governmental organiza-
tions, political parties and dip-
lomatic corps representatives
have welcomed the government’s
decision. Gia Gvalia from Trans-
parency International-Georgia
said that the MIA has taken the
right decision, as illegal footage
urgently needs to be destroyed.

 “It is an absolutely correct
legal decision, and as Levan Izo-
ria said, no investigation is about

who conducted this illegal re-
cording, as for obvious reason
this is subject to an amnesty. It
would be a waste of resources to
pursue those who may have been
responsible, and previous state-
ments that evidence existed
against certain people have since
been repudiated. What is impor-
tant is that this material is de-
stroyed and such surveillance
does not happen again.”

Gvalia fully trusts the com-
mission which will sift through
all the material. “The commis-
sion should ensure that the in-

formation obtained about peo-
ple through these recordings
should never be released. Actual-
ly, they should not even see the
material; they should simply
identify whether each individual
recording was legal or illegal,
undertaken with the permission
of the court or not. Everything
illegal will then be destroyed, and
everything legal reexamined.”

Transparency International
– Georgia’s position is shared by
GYLA, the Georgian Young Law-
yers Association. Its representa-
tive Eka Popkhadze likewise sup-

ports the destruction of the MIA
archive, and says that GYLA will
only support keeping any infor-
mation if it is relevant to a crim-
inal case.

“We agree with the destruc-
tion of the hidden footage. It is
very important to destroy foot-
age containing discretionary ev-
idence and details of people’s
private lives. We also find it ac-
ceptable that a commission will
monitor the destruction of this
material,” says Eka Popkhadze,
who suspects that the amount of
material in the archive relating
to actual crimes, which could be
kept and used as evidence, is very
small.

GYLA also supports the am-
nesty in principle. “The amnes-
ty law, which has already been
accepted in principle, refers to
those involved in the production
of the hidden recordings. Let us
see what kind of amnesty will
emerge in reality. Others may
also be amnestied by the state if
it helps bring more such record-
ings to light. This would be a le-
gitimate goal for an amnesty,”
says Eka Popkhadze.

Both the government and
opposition parties also support
the decision. Zurab Abashidze, a
member of the parliamentary
majority, agrees that footage
obtained illegally by the former
government should be destroyed
and such recording should never
be repeated.

“Such material may be of two
kinds. Sometimes footage is

needed as evidence in order to
strengthen the case against some-
one suspected of a crime, but
some is not required by any crim-
inal investigation and is used sole-
ly to try and blackmail people.
All legal surveillance activities
are regulated by the law through
the Courts. We have to refine
this control mechanism in a se-
rious way,” says Zurab Abashidze,
who acknowledges that mistakes
may be made whilst sorting the
footage but is confident that the
commission will fulfill its task
responsibly.

David Darchiashvili from the
Parliamentary minority agrees.
“Information about people’s pri-
vate lives may get into the hands
of the special services and pri-
vate detectives, but if it is not
linked with a crime it should be
destroyed. For example, if two
known criminals meet this is
important information, but gen-
erally, material not linked to
criminal cases should be de-
stroyed”.

The commission to oversee
the destruction of the footage
will soon be created. It is already
known however that analyst
Kakha Khakhiashvili, Chair of
Transparency International-
Georgia Eka Gigauri, Chief Pros-
ecutor Archil Kbilashvili, Minis-
ter of Internal Affairs Irakli
Gharibashvili and a representa-
tive of the Public Defender will
be members of this commission.

Archive Footage of People’s
Private Lives to be Destroyed
By TAMTA ASANIDZE, GT
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After a 7-year interval
Georgian wine and
alcoholic beverages are
about to returned to the
Russian Market. After the
official removal of the
embargo, Kakheti Tradi-
tional Wine Producers and
The Dugladze Wine
Company will send the first
batch of their products to
Russia.

Kakheti Traditional Wine
Producers has exported 21,600
bottles of Old Kakheti cognac.
These were sent by truck on
June 12. Lela Chkheidze, head
of the company’s export de-

Georgian Wine and Alcoholic
Beverages will reenter the
Russian Market in two weeks
By EKA GAZDELIANI, GT

F O R  R E N T !

The apartment is located on the fifth floor of the 11th

building in Tbilisi’s prestigious Vake district. Totaling
114 square meters, the apartment is fully furnished,
and includes internal decoration and furniture,
central heating system and a comfortable veranda.

Address:  92 Paliashvili Str.
Tel: +(995)599905447
Price: $1000

partment, told The Georgian
Times that various wines, in-
cluding Kindzmarauli, Kh-
vanchkara, Alazani Valley,
Saperavi, Mukuzani and Tvishi
would also be sent. “We are
planning to export about 1 mil-
lion bottles until the next pro-
duction. We also produce
Chacha, which is not exported
to Russia at the moment, but
we are planning to do so.”

The Dugladze Wine Com-
pany produces wine, sparkling
wine and cognac. It will export
wine and cognac to Russia to
begin with, and 30,000 bottles
of wine were sent on June 13.
Zaza Dugladze, founder and
General Director of the com-
pany, explains that this quanti-
ty will be sent every day, as
the company was ordered to
provide half a million bottles
of wine and 80,000 thousand
bottles of cognac. He added that
each product has its own prof-
it margin for each of its three
varieties, economy, premium
and elite, but that its high qual-
ity products will compete with
French and Italian wines.

“The agreements we have
demonstrate that our products
have not been forgotten and the
Russians are looking forward to
them, and Georgian wine in
general,” Dugladze told The
Georgian Times.

65 alcohol production com-
panies are being allowed to en-
ter the Russian Market. Levan
Davitashvili, the head of the
LELP National Wine Agency,
explains that the agency will
gradually issue further certifi-

cates on application. More than
a million bottles of Georgian
wine will be exported to the
Russian market this summer,
where they medium to high end
wines will cost between 300-
400 rubles.

“We are monitoring this
process and know that con-
sumer expectation is quite high.
Therefore we have positive ex-
pectations. Wine is not sold
without attention and effort.
There is competition in every
market, including the Russian.
Our selling point is the high
public awareness and positive
attitudes towards our products,
which no other wine on the
market has. If we conduct ap-
propriate marketing, results
will be positive. We have vari-
ous plans, and in addition the
Russian press is always talk-
ing about the return of Geor-
gian wine,” Davitashili told the
Georgian Times.

Demuri Giorkhelidze, an
economist, agrees with this
positive assessment. “I think
there is no threat to Georgian
wine on the Russian market if
it is high quality. Regardless of
the availability of other wines
Georgian wine will have is con-
sumers because of its quality.
Russians remember this wine,
and many other Georgian prod-
ucts, and we will not face any
challenges in this field,” says
Giorkhelidze. He adds howev-
er that the return of Georgian
wine to the Russian market will
not affect the Georgian econo-
my greatly regardless of the
scale of exports. “It is more
important in terms of reestab-
lishing the economic relation-
ship and free movement of
goods between the two states.”

Russia imposed an embargo
on Georgian products in 2006,
claiming they did not meet san-
itary and hygiene standards.
After the election of the new
Georgian government, negotia-
tions on this were resumed at
the beginning of this year. Geor-
gian alcoholic beverages will
appear in Russian stores in
about 2 weeks.

Thomas Blake, Director of Rustavi Steel LLC: - “Rustavi
Steel LLC is aware of a press conference held by Joseph Kay
on 11 June in Tbilisi, and would like to put the record straight
in response to untrue statements by Joseph Kay.

The Rustavi Metallurgical Plant was acquired by BadriPa-
tarkatsishvili in 2005 for USD 36 million, of which USD 26
million came from the sale of TekhNeftInvest and USD 10 mil-
lion from the proceeds of the sale of Sibneft. The origin of these
funds, transfer documents and the names of the corporate enti-
ties through which they were transferred to acquire the Rustavi
Metallurgical Plantare available and can be made public.

This has all been well documented in court proceedings against
Joseph Kay, who has been unable to provide any proof to back
up his wild claims that he paid for Rustavi. Joseph Kay illegal-
ly gained control of the Rustavi plant in 2008 following Badri’s
death, and in 2010 the Gibraltar court ruled that Joseph Kay
has no ownership interest in the plant. The Western courts

Rustavi Steel LLC responds to untrue
statements made by Joseph Kay

have also labelled Joseph Kay a liar on many occasions. The
Patarkatsishvili family regained title to Rustavi in December
2011. The legal owner of the Rustavi Metallurgical Plant, whose
interests I represent, encourages the Georgian government to
open an investigation into the activities of Joseph Kay during
2008-11.”

N E W S

The Patriarch of Georgia has addressed Parliament Speaker
David Usupashvili with regard to turnoff of the private
broadcasting frequency for the Patriarchate’s TV network
‘Etsulovneba’. "It is known that since 2007 the TV network
"Etsulovneba" has been distinguished with its educational,
cultural and patriotic programs." The "Etsulovneba" has an
agreement had TV Evrika and had been buying frequency from
it. On 1 May 2013 the contract has expired and our company

Patriarch addresses Parliament Speaker
was forced to move to cable broadcasting, which is
available just for 40 % of the population. but a great desire
among the people watching the channel.

We know that the regulatory commission has no vacant
frequency, but we want the Parliament to charge the
commission to find some additional frequency for the
‘’Ertsulovneba’’ TV’, says the address.

geotimes.ge

The Parliament has elected just 4 members of the High
Council of Justice. In the second round of voting the
majority elected as members of the High Council of
Justice: Vakhtang Tordia, Gocha Mamulashvili, Eva
Gotsiridze and Anna Sopromadze.

The Parliament has to approve 6 members of the

Parliament elects just 4 members of the
High Council of Justice

Council yesterday. The parliament minority did not
participate in the vote.

According to Parliament Speaker Davit Usupashvili,
another competition will be announced for electing the
remained two members of the Council.

geotimes.ge
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The participation of the
substantial Georgian
contingent in the ISAF
mission to Afghanistan and
the increasing numbers of
casualties have provoked
comprehensive study.
However, the Ministry of
Defence has published only
dry information regarding
the latest terrorist attacks.

Here Geotimes.ge talks to
General David Tevzadze, the
former Defence Minister and
Acting Pro-Rector of IB Euro-
pean Caucasian University, about
the ISAF mission, the casualties
and the prospects of Georgia
joining NATO

General, most Georgians view
participation in the ISAF mis-
sion as part of our attempt to
join NATO rather than a contri-
bution to the fight against ter-
rorism. What will our participa-
tion bring to the country from a
military perspective?

Generally, participation in
such missions is an indicator of
the maturity of the state. Their
results are political rather than
military. What the mission will
bring the country from a mili-
tary perspective is a bit obscure.

Politicians and commenta-
tors are making emotional state-
ments about the frequent deaths
of Georgian soldiers. However,

few people are well informed
about current developments in
Afghanistan, and in particular
the location of the Georgian base
there, although this is often spo-
ken about. You are one of the
few people who knows where it
is – will you tell us?

It is true that only a limited
number of people are aware of
current developments in Afghan-
istan, and this is a bad thing, but
as for the location of the base, it
is better that only a few people
know.

It has been said that the in-
creasing number of Georgian
casualties is being caused by
neglecting security measures, do
you think it could have been
possible to avoid these fatalities?

It is impossible to prevent
fatalities in conflict zones. How-
ever, risks can be mitigated via
adequate training, an effective
security system and strict disci-
pline.

It is said that most of those
who go to Afghanistan and oth-
er missions are from socially
deprived families. Is this so?

I think this is correct in part.
Do you think it is appropri-

ate to continue deploying such a
large Georgian contingent in Af-
ghanistan, given the number of
casualties, or should it be de-
creased?

I think our political spectrum
is not ready to take such a step.

You have said in previous
interviews that troop losses are

the greatest problem and when
they reach a certain level any
political goal is of lesser impor-
tance. Have we now reached that
level?

There is no preliminarily de-
fined figure. The measure is when
the public no longer accepts the
political vision of the govern-
ment and protests against our
involvement, and our public is
just beginning to understand the
casualty levels. The first sign
that this level might have been
reached was the number of peo-
ple at the funeral two or three
days ago. An alert eye could see
the protest in the mass of those
people.

Does fighting in someone
else’s country mean we are oc-
cupiers?

No, we are not occupiers, we
are satellites. Despite how nice-
ly the idea is packaged, we would
need to be more powerful to be
occupiers.

It has been said that the cur-
rent Afghanistan mission will end
on December 31, 2014. If Geor-
gia meets its NATO membership
obligations by then, is there any
chance Georgia will join NATO
after completing its mission?

Probably not
What else can Georgia do to

increase its security and avoid a
rekindling of conflict with neigh-
boring states, especially when the
occupier is redefining the bor-
ders on a daily basis?

I do not believe that partici-

pation in that ISAF mission in-
creases our national security.
This is just a political assump-
tion. As for the occupation line,
the occupiers will move this as
many times as they think they
can get away with it. Even if it
moves as far as Gori, we will not
say anything, and this is the prob-
lem.

How do you assess the fre-
quent visits of the President to

Afghanistan and the footage in
which he asks our soldiers how
many people they have killed?
Do you think there is any link
between this and new Taliban
activity?

I think the job of Command-
er in Chief requires that he be
more deliberate.

In the long term, what do you
think Georgia’s place in the
world will be, given the geopolit-

David Tevzadze: We are not
occupiers but satellites in Afghanistan

“An alert eye could see the protest in the mass of those people”

Events in Afghanistan, and
particularly Helmand
province, over the last three
weeks have raised some
important questions about
Georgia’s military contin-
gent – why did they happen,
what was their purpose and
what did they hope to
achieve?

Why did they happen? –
Why did the Taliban militia
make two sudden and unprece-
dented attacks on Georgian mil-
itary bases, claiming the lives of
10 servicemen and injuring more
than 50 others? Considerable
attention needs to be paid to this
question to prevent such heavy
losses occurring in future. The
answer could lie in the declara-
tion made on the Taliban propa-
ganda website “Voice of Jihad”
on April 28th 2013 that it would
launch a massive attrition (cu-
mulative destruction achieved by
the systematic application of su-
perior firepower and attacks)
codenamed “Khalid bin Valid”,
aimed at gaining operational su-
periority over the south and
south-west provinces of Afghan-
istan, including Helmand prov-
ince. The Taliban’s strategy is
to achieve political-military

domination and set up a bridge-
head in the area in order to top-
ple Afghanistan’s pro-Western
government, led by President
Hamid Karzai, when the ISAF
mission has ended and its forces
leave the country in 2014. This
repeats the scenario of 1988-89,
when the Soviet 40th Army left
the country and the pro-Com-
munist government of President
Najibullah was left to fight its
enemies, the so-called “Pesha-
wari Seven Group” coalition of
Islamic resistance groups, alone.

The Georgian military con-
tingent was attacked by a Tali-
ban tactical commando group as
a part of the implementation of
this attrition strategy. This was
confirmed by the strange men-
aces including videotapes, which
appeared in Georgia at the time
of the attacks, which had appar-
ently originated and been upload-
ed in Georgia, according to MIA
sources. But why should those
two videos appear on screen just
at the time of the second attack
on the Georgian military base?
Who would profit from doing
this? Answering this would clari-
fy who stands behind the well-
coordinated military and psycho-
logical warfare tactics used to
subvert the Georgian public’s

support for Georgia’s participa-
tion in the ISAF mission and,
ultimately, NATO membership.
It is as yet unclear whether this
was an act of revenge against the
very unethical behavior of Geor-
gian President Mikheil Saakash-
vili during his visit to the Geor-
gian military base in Afghanistan
on May 26, when he directly
asked one of the Georgian sol-
diers “how many people did you
kill on May 13?”, referring to
the sudden Taliban attack on the
base that day. This question vio-
lated the ethical code of “Pash-

tunwali”, practiced by the local
Pashtoonethnic group, and au-
tomatically provoked the reac-
tion stipulated by this code,
“Badal” – revenge. The Presi-
dent could have appealed to the
local population by invoking
another fundamental principle
of the code, “Nanavatai” – for-
giveness. However the Georgian
military contingent will soon be
redeployed to another part of
Afghanistan until the NATO
ISAF mission leaves the coun-
try;

What was their purpose?

– It is important to distinguish
between the two attacks. The
first was a purely military oper-
ation at tactical level – new tac-
tics were being pursued by the
Taliban forces. The second was
a pure act of terrorism– sabo-
tage by a suicide bomber. This
indicates that two attacks had
different goals, the first military
and the second political. The
conclusion that can be drawn is
that the Taliban conducts well
thought out strategic plans and
operations which are not easy
to predict.

GEOTIMES.GE

“Afghan” Shadow over Georgia:
Revenge or Geopolitics?
By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

ical struggle between Russia and
NATO?

It is difficult to say, as Geor-
gia and the rest of the Caucasus
will have their places “assigned”
to them by the big geopolitical
players, in other words, our place
will be what they agree it should
be. The feature of big players is
that ultimately they find the
compromise option which is
more or less acceptable for them.

What did they hope to
achieve? –The sudden attacks
were directed not against the
military but public awareness.
The Georgian military partici-
pation in Afghanistan is compar-
atively large (Georgia has the
highest proportion of soldiers per
capita of any non-NATO mem-
ber contributing to the NATO
ISAF mission). Its causalities are
correspondingly high too – 29
Georgian servicemen have killed
over the last three years, and
their number is increasing. The
Taliban is pursuing fourth gener-
ation warfare tactics which seek
to destroy the enemy not phys-
ically but culturally and morally.
Unfortunately this strategy ap-
pears to be working, as it has
raised the question in the public
mind, what is Georgia doing in
Afghanistan and what will this
engagement achieve? It is no
accident that some politicians,
even some in the ruling party,
are now questioning the reason-
ability of Georgia’s participation
in the NATO ISAF mission, and
some opposition politicians are
saying that it hinders rather than
helps Georgia’s NATO aspira-
tions. It is difficult to counter
such arguments, but Georgia’s
ultimate Euro-Atlantic integra-
tion is in fact unquestionable and
its security arrangements will
therefore have to form part of
NATO’s military and political
structures. This is the reality of
21st global geopolitics.

Dr. Vakhtang Maisaia
Military expert, Associate Pro-
fessor at Sukhishvili Teaching
University
Director, the GT Azri Strategic
Studies Centre
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5May 2013 was the anniver-
sary the most fabulous and
mystifying event in recent
Georgian history, a caper
designed to damage the
standing of the armed
forces amongst the
Georgian public.

This scheme had been plot-
ted as soon as the war between
Georgia and Russia had ended and
Saakashvili’s regime had beenleft
defeated and politically bankrupt.
Following the very radical pro-
test rallies of November-Decem-
ber 2008 and April 2009,
Saakashvili became so scared of
losing the power that he was
forced to try and regain some
kind of control over the armed
forces and law enforcement agen-
cies, which had been demoralised
by the “Tskhinvali Syndrome”
(similar to the “Vietnam Syn-
drome” which afflicted the US
armed forces and the “Afghan
Syndrome” which damaged the
Soviet army). The possibility of
the government being brought
down by amilitary coup, though
probably a figment of his imagi-
nation, made the President
clamp down on the armed forc-
es. Saakashvili remembered Rus-
sian President Boris Yeltsin’s
experience in 1992-93, when he
had become very unpopular
amongst his people and was al-
most overthrown. Only a “safe-
ty rim”,consisting of the Russian
armed forces and MIA internal
troops, was able to put down the
resistance of the pro-Communist
parliament with tanks and keep
the President in power. Saakash-
vili, faced with the same dilem-
ma, began to “appease” the
country by exerting political le-
verage through military and
paramilitary formations. This
process was driven by the work
of the long-established “black
PR” outlets run by the ruling po-
litical party.

To begin with Saakashvili and
his supporters, in the names of
Minister of Internal Affairs Vano
Merabishvili and National Secu-
rity Council Secretary Giga Bok-
eria, set out merely tosubdue
armed forces personnel and any-
one who had credibility and in-
fluence among the soldiers, those
sergeants and officers who were
thought to be the “number one
enemies” of the incumbent gov-
ernment. Many experienced
combat officers and soldiers were
arrested on false charges of con-
suming drugs, possessing illegal
armaments and desertion. More
than 10,000 people were arrest-
ed in such charges between Au-
gust 2008 and February
2009.Defence Minister David
Kezerashvili and Head of the
Joint Staff Colonel Zaza Gogava
were ousted from their positions
and succeeded by David

Sikharulidze and Colonel
Vladimir Chachibaia, who re-
mained in office for only a short
time (Sikharulidze was kicked out
after the so-called “Mukhrovani
Mutiny” and Chachibaia had al-
ready left some time before this,
their replacements being “pris-
on butcher” Bacho Akhalaia, the
“Georgian Beria”, and Lieuten-
ant-General Devi Chankvetadze,
who was mentally closer to the
Soviet style of officer). The
brothers Akhalaia (Bacho and
Data) were then sent as political
“Commissars” to the Defence
Ministry and appointed Deputy
Defence Ministers to control the
situation in the Army.

Thenin Octovber 2008
Saakashvili’s regime, in a calcu-
lated move, sacked all the high-
level officers in the Joint Staff
on the same day. After such a
“cleansing” and endorsement of
political police involvement in
armed forces affairs, the govern-
ment waited for a re-escalation
of the situation with Russia,
which would divert public atten-
tion from the conduct of the
previous, already lost war and
prevent people asking questions
whose answers would threaten
the regime’s continuance. The
puppet Parliament launched a so-
called “investigation of the Au-
gust war” which would drag on
for more than three months and
draw meaningless conclusions.
This was done in order to tight-
en the government’s grip over
the military and create a false
impressionin the eyes of the do-
mestic and international public
that it was seeking justice and
revealing the truth about the war.
Later more than 800 other se-
nior officers (Majors, Vice-Colo-
nels and Colonels) were sacked
and contracts with thousands of
NCOs and soldiers were breached,
leaving them without any means
of feeding their families.

Finally Saakashvili’s regime
sought a “victim” or “sacrifice”
it could use to finally bolt down
its control of the armed forces.
The President provoked the re-
sponse he wanted by issuing a
special decree stating that on
Independence Day, May 26th

2009, a large-scale military pa-
rade would be held. This order
was signed in April, in response
to a massive protest rally run by
a coalition of opposition parties
on April 9. The parade would
serve several purposes, notably:

- It would demonstrate a fic-
titious solidarity betweenthe
armed forces and the regime

- It would flex “military mus-
cle” against the protest rally
participants

- It would demonstrate that
the purge in the armed forces
had brought positive results and
had the full support of the Army

- It would counterthe “defeat-

ed” mentality of the Georgian
population by demonstrating the
country’s military capabilities

- It would demonstrate that
everything in the country was
fine.

This decree was criticised by
the commander and men of the
special destination brigade unit
deployed in Mukhrovani village,
near Tbilisi, which had been di-
rectly involved in combat oper-
ations in the Tskhinivali region
against both Ossetian separatist
paramilitary formations and
Russian Armed Forces units.
Having experienced all the pe-
culiarities of that war, they found
a celebration of “defeat in war”
both abnormal in itself and po-
litically incorrect. This was a
simple objection to the order to
take part in the military parade,
and the servicemen involved
simply ignored the incorrect or-
der, nothing more. The unit lead-
ership did not take any steps
against the government, did not
seize strategic positions and did

The so-called “Mukhrovani
Mutiny”:5thanniversary of
intimidation of Georgian Army
By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

not plan or try to conduct any
coupd’etat. But President
Saakashvili used the criticism of
his decree to demonstrate his
“PR muscle” and transform a
protest conductedaccording to
the accepted military code of
behaviour into a “mutiny”. This
allegation was consistent with the
government’sprevious rhetoric
about “Kremlin-Georgian oppo-
sition-military unit mutinies”
which no one had taken serious-
ly until then. The absurd allega-
tion was made by President
Saakashvili himself, who said he
was ready to use all the means at
his disposal, including heavy ar-
maments (from multiple launch
rocket systems to Air Force com-
bat aircraft) to “quell” the so-
called “mutiny”.The “mutiny”
unit was disbanded and its sol-
diers arrested, without them
showing any resistance, and
charged with treason. Three
high-ranking military officers
(three former or serving Com-
manders of the unit, Colonel

Koba Otanadze, Brigadier Gene-
ralGeorge Krialashvili and Vice-
Colonel Levan Amiridze were
declared leaders of the “mutiny”
and hunted down.

In May 2009 General Kri-
alashvili was brutally killed on
the orders of then Minister of
Internal Affairs Vano Merabish-
vili, with the consent of Presi-
dent Saakashvili, and Colonels
Otanadze and Amiridze were se-
riously wounded, arrested and
later tortured. To continue the
fabrication, Major-General Koba
Kobaladze (retired) was arrested
whilst giving an interview to the
media and then I myself, Va-
khtang Maisaia, military expert,
was arrested. Some other high-
level ex-military officers were
also supposed to be arrested in
connection with the faked “mu-
tiny”, but these two “victims”
were ultimately considered to be
sufficient. A simple protest
against the Supreme Command-
er’s decision to holding a mili-
tary parade was depicted as a

“full-scale mutiny”, an attempt
by “hypothetical Kremlin offi-
cials” to overthrow Mikheil
Saaakshvili. But this incident has
now become a fiasco for the
President. The persons illegally
arrested in connection with the
so-called “Mukhrovani Muti-
ny”, myself included, were grant-
ed the status of political prison-
ers by the Parliament of Georgia
on December 5th2012.General
Kobaladze had already been re-
leased, eight months after his
arrest in 2009, having only been
charged with possession of an il-
legal armament – a curious
charge to level at an experienced
combat General.

The so-called “Mukhrovani
Mutiny” was concocted for two
purposes: to counter the massive
protest rally on April 9th 2009
and humiliate the armed forces
into submission. But the 1st Oc-
tober parliamentary elections
ruined everything for the once-
ruling National Movement and
its autocratic clan.

N E W S

At UN General Assembly,
the resolution of Georgia about
return of UDPs was supported
by 63 state and 16 were against
it.

1. Belarus 2. Venezuela, 3 Viet-
nam, 4. Zimbabwe 5. Cuba 6.
Laos 7. Mian 8. Nauru 9. Nica-
ragua 10 Russia, 11 Serbia, 12.
Syria, 13 Armenia, 14. Sudan 15.
Northern Korea 16. Sri lank

Geotimes.ge applied Irakli
Menagharishvili, the expert in
Foreign Relationship, with the
question, if there is any threat
that those countries will acknowl-
edge Abkhazia and South Ossetia
as independent states.

Irakli Menagharishvili: The
states, which were against accep-
tance of the resolution, are not
specifically against the IDP re-
turn. There is another factor. It

does not mean that all those
countries will admit South Osse-
tia and Abkhazia independent in
future, as supporting to UN res-
olutions has several motivation,
some of the countries were for
the country position being
against supporting the resolu-
tion, for example, like Russian.
States may not support any res-
olution due to the fact, that its
internal situation or regional
context requires doing so. The
reason may be diversified. In this
specific case, there is no threat
of admission of the independence
of theunits established as a result
of Russian aggression. we have
not exclude it entirely, but we
have not to link those two cases
to each other.

Special irritation was caused
the position of Armenia in the

society. It is not the first case,
when Armenia votes against us.

There are several factors;
there is a problem of territorial
integrity along with other prob-
lems. Armenia often has differ-
ent position from other states
in post-soviet space, not only
due to the relationship with Rus-
sia, but also because of Karabakh
conflict. It is very unpleasant
attitude of Armenia for us, but
we have not to make the trage-
dy from it. It is more important
the international community
asserted integrity once again
with the majority of votes

As for your question if the
number of resolution opponents
increase in future, it is difficult
to talk about it in advance. It
depends how the things develop
in the World, and how the global

developments will be reflected in
Caucasian context,”-said Irakli
Menagharishvili

The paper received by reso-
lution highlighted the impor-
tance of uninterrupted imple-
mentation of humanitarian ac-
tivities in Abkhazia and Tskhin-
vali and protection of IDP prop-
erty rights

Resolution condemns the de-
mographic changes conducted in
a forced way in the occupied re-
gions. Document includes call for
the participants in Geneva ne-
gotiation in order to intensify
affords for returning
IDPs.Accepted resolution makes
General Secretary of UN obliged
to submit annual report about
the IDP conditions to the Gen-
eral Assembly.

geotimes.ge

Irakli Menagharishvili: The position of Armenia is not
pleasant but it needs not to make tragedy from it
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3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com

AWARD CONSULTING
Tel: 593 31 41 05
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