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The videotapes depicting
the torture of  two detain-
ees by law enforcement
officers, which the authori-
ties say were found in a
large arms cache unearthed
earlier this week in the
Samegrelo region, have
been shown to a large
group of media and civil
society representatives,
political analysts, commen-
tators and diplomats by the
Interior Ministry.

The tapes shown on June
20 contain two separate epi-
sodes in which two detainees,
whose faces are concealed on
the video, are raped and tor-
tured, offences which accord-
ing to the Interior Ministry
took place in 2011. In one epi-
sode law enforcement officers
are purportedly trying to ob-
tain a confession from the de-
tainee in connection with an al-
leged terrorism case. Sound was
muted on the videos, which
have English subtitles.

The Interior Ministry states
that nine individuals, among
them three acting and one former
law enforcement officer and the
man accused of sexually abus-
ing two detainees, have been
arrested in connection to scenes
shown on the videotapes. “The
public should know who was
behind this. I want to remind
everyone that Vano Merabish-
vili was the [interior] minister
at the time; all state officials
during whose tenure such terri-
ble things happened should be
held responsible,” Interior Min-
ister Irakli Garibashvili com-
mented.

Irakli Alasania, the Defence
Minister, told journalists on
June 20 that the videotapes
were evidence of “institutions
of massive sadism” existing
under the previous authorities.
”Not only Vano Merabishvili
but the President are political-
ly responsible for these insti-
tutions of massive terror and
sadism,” Alasania said.

President Saakashvili’s
UNM party called for the set-
ting up of a parliamentary in-
vestigative commission to over-
see the Interior Ministry’s
probe into the crimes depicted
on the videotapes in order to
prevent the possible misuse of
the case for political purposes.
The President stated, “Every-

one knows that in recent years
the police have changed much,
and no doubt the situation here

has very much improved. But
sadists and violators may al-
ways sneak in. Of course it’s
very much regrettable if such
people sneaked into my gov-
ernment. There must be a very
specific approach towards
these people. They must not
be covered up.”

On June 20 the UNM stat-
ed that the videos revealed
“such a grave crime that it
should be stated unambiguous-
ly, and without any political
speculation, that each and ev-
ery person who was involved
in and who has organized tor-
ture and inhuman treatment and
made videos showing [this
crime] should be punished to
the fullest extent of the law.”A
further statement released on
June 20 on behalf of UNM Sec-
retary General Vano Merabish-
vili, who is now in pretrial de-
tention facing multiple criminal
charges, which he refutes and
describes as politically motivat-
ed, concurs that those behind
the crimes shown on the video-
tapes should be held responsi-
ble to the fullest extent of the
law; however it adds that “if
such things were taking place
in the police” under the previ-
ous authorities these were iso-
lated instances and such crimes
were in no way systemic in
nature.”Speculation about such
cases being of systemic nature
represent part of a campaign
directed against the previous
authorities and me personally,”

the statement reads.
The Interior Ministry’s de-

cision to show these videotapes

has in itself caused controver-
sy. Some of the audience walked
out in protest without watch-
ing them, including representa-
tives of the Georgian Young
Lawyers’ Association, Trans-
parency International Georgia
and the International Society
for Fair Elections and Democ-
racy; they said that it was un-
clear what the purpose of
screening these videotapes was
and that the Interior Ministry
should have simply shared in-
formation about the investiga-
tion into these crimes.

“I’m sure the footage will
show horrible things… things
envisaged in ugly minds,”  , head
of the Georgian Young Lawyers
Association (GYLA) com-
mented. “But they could sim-
ply have told us what volume
of material had been found, and
so on. I do not see the point of
showing the tapes,” he added.

The Georgian Charter of
Journalistic Ethics, an organi-
zation protecting media stan-
dards, and expressed concern
about the form in which the
ministry presented the videos
to the NGOs and media. The
Charter called on the ministry
to do its best not to allow to
dissemination of these videos.
“Media and NGO representa-
tives could bring in mobile
phones or recorders and film
this footage,” the Charter wrote
in a statement. “The ministry
should not have allowed media
representatives to bring in re-

Screening of scandalous
videotapes causes controversy

cording devices.”
A few journalists also

walked out, among them talk

show host Davit Paichadze,
who said that before the screen-
ing he had asked the Interior
Minister whether measures had
been taken to fully conceal the
identities of those seen on the
footage; Paichadze, who is per-
ceived by many government
supporters to be a sympathiz-
er with the previous authorities,
said that instead of giving him a
clear answer the Minister start-
ed asking him why he had not
talked about human rights when
the UNM was in power, and
he therefore left the meeting.
NestanTsetskhladze, Editor of
Netgazeti, had similar concerns.
“I saw two scenes in which it
was possible to identify the
persons depicted – their faces
were not hidden. I do not know
who they were, victims or vio-
lators, but I left the meeting af-
ter this,” he says.

Interior Minister Garibash-
vili had in fact told the audience
prior to the screening that the
confidentiality of those depict-
ed on the video would be pro-
tected and warned the audience
that the footage was “very dif-
ficult to watch.” He also said
that it would not be appropri-
ate to make the videos available
to a wider public because “we
think this would cause huge
anxiety amongst the public.”

The Georgian Interior Min-
istry stated last week that a
large arms cache had been un-
earthed in the western Georgian
region of Samegrelo, which was

N E W S

Irakli Garibashvili not ruling
out charges to be intensified
against Vano Merabishvili

Irakli Garibashvili not ruling out charges to be intensified
against Vano Merabishvili Interior Minister Irakli Garibashvili
does not rule out charges to be intensified against Vano
Merabishvili with regard to the hidden cache discovered in
Samegrelo region.

"Of course it's possible. Naturally, we will launch an
investigation to find out who were ideologists of all this. In
the years when the videos were shot, the Interior Minister was
Vano Merabishvili and he was controlling everything. How do
you think could anyone dare commit such action without this
person's will and his direct consent? This is absurd and this is a
deliberate campaign aimed at justifying Merabishvili. But no
one can escape responsibility," said Garibashvili.

He said there was a well designed and detailed plan for
intimidation, terror, torture, rape and inhuman treatment of
people.

As for why the discovered video tapes were shown to the
diplomatic corps, civil society and media, Garibashvili said it
was made for the critics who talk about political motives of
Merabishvili’s arrest.

geotimes.ge

MIA not going to cooperate
with National Movement in
the investigation process
with regard to the video
tapes

MIA not going to cooperate with National Movement in
the investigation process with regard to the video tapes The
Ministry of Internal Affairs is not going to cooperate with the
National Movement in the investigation process with regard
to the video tapes discovered in Samegrelo region.

According to Irakli Gharibashvili, the National Movement
involvement in the investigation means involvement of the
offenders in the case.

"These people were representatives of the previous
government and they were feeling very comfortable. I am
sure many of them knew what was going on in the prisons,
police, etc. Therefore, they have no moral right to be
involved in the investigation. This is ridiculous’, said
Gharibashvili.

He added that the National Movement members will be
involved in the investigation process only if their guilt is
revealed.

geotimes.ge

hidden under “the direct super-
vision of former high ranking
officials of the interior minis-
try during the previous govern-
ment.” It included “a large
quantity of explosives and ex-
plosive devices; hand grenades;
firearms and other weapons
and military munitions; com-
munications gear, and a large
quantity of narcotic and psy-
chotropic medicines including
heroin, opium, cocaine, subu-
tex, etc.” Video footage released
by the Interior Ministry
showed that the cache includ-
ed about two dozen Kalashni-

kov assault rifles, at least sev-
en RPG launchers, over 90 hand
grenades and other munitions
and military gear, which were
supposedly stored underground
in plastic barrels. It also includ-
ed the videotapes shown on
June 20 and files containing
photos and private information
concerning some individuals
who were in the opposition to
the previous authorities and
whose arrest had allegedly been
planned in the event that the
United National Movement
won the October 1, 2012 par-
liamentary elections.
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Outgoing United Kingdom
Ambassador to Georgia
David Moran was only in
post six months. Here he
shares his impressions of
Georgia with Georgian
Times.

Your Excellency, what im-
pressions of Georgia do you
take back to the UK?

Let me start by saying that
I will take back memories of
great openness, friendliness and
hospitality. These were every-
thing I expected they would be.
I should also say that I value
having been here 6 months, be-
cause mine was a temporary
appointment between two full
time ambassadors, so it was an
unexpected but very pleasant
surprise to be asked to come
here.

How do Georgians differ
from other Europeans? Do you
like Georgian cuisine or any
other specific aspect of Geor-
gia?

I have been aware of Geor-
gian cuisine for many years, I
have worked elsewhere in the
former Soviet Union since the
90s, so I have been to Georgian
restaurants all over the world,
but I can say that there is no
substitute for eating Georgian
food in Georgia. I think what
makes Georgians so special is a
combination of musical talent
and artistic energy, enjoyment
of life and willingness to look
out to the rest of the world and
build friendships around the
world which is particularly
Georgian.

Do you like the Georgian
countryside?

You have a great variety of
natural features and a lot of dif-
ferent climatic zones. I think
this country is hugely appeal-
ing not only for tourists but
people like filmmakers. You can
make films, set in any part the
world in Georgia!

Can you remember any in-
teresting cultural exchanges
taking place between Georgia
and the UK during your time
here?

Over the past six months
there have been all sorts of ex-
changes. A Georgian playwright
took his play to the Royal
Court Theatre, and it was an
absolute triumph in London.
The British dance company
Candoco (a contemporary
dance company featuring dis-
abled and non-disabled danc-
ers) was brought here by the
British Council. They showed
that anyone, regardless of any

physical disability, can have
enormous talent. Georgian sing-
ers have travelled to Britain. A
British military band (the Band
of the Royal Marines) per-
formed at the Queen’s Birth-
day celebrations hosted by the
British Embassy in Georgia. So
these exchanges have been con-
stant and very popular in both
counties.

What was the political sit-
uation in Georgia when you
came here and how would you
describe it now?

In January when I arrived I
saw that people were still get-
ting used to the idea of transi-
tion and cohabitation. Now
that mid-point between the last
parliamentary elections and
the presidential elections in
October has passed, Both
Georgians and Georgia’s
friends can see that different
political parties here can work
together constructively, even
though one is in government
and the other in opposition.
This is not easy, but there are
now plenty of examples of the
two sides working together
constructively. I think this
builds on what was really a
major achievement, the demo-
cratic and peaceful transfer of
power last October.

Do you agree that there is a
lack of democracy in Georgia?

I think that in all countries
democracy is a work in
progress. Georgia is building its
own democratic system. There
are all sorts of aspects to this,
but in some things there have
been real progress, and I am in-
cluding here last year’s elections.
This year’s elections are a
chance to build further on this
base. There are a number of oth-
er elements which also have to
be built on constantly, as they
do everywhere: judicial inde-
pendence, media freedom, free-
dom of assembly and protec-
tion of minorities and people
who are different, so that Geor-
gia is a country for all Geor-
gians.

What sort of mistakes did
the previous government
make?

I was not here during the
previous administration. But I
can say in general that it is hard
to run a country, and every gov-
ernment will achieve certain
things and fail to achieve oth-
ers. The point is that you had
an election in which the Geor-
gian people chose a different
government, that government is
now in power and exercises it
peacefully and one of the great-

est legacies of the previous gov-
ernment was that it accepted
the result of the popular vote.

Cohabitation is not an easy
process, and the Georgian
public has seen many scandals
since it began. For example,
these endless releases of videos
showing prisoners being tor-
tured. What do you think about
this?

No, cohabitation isn’t easy.
It needs constant effort from
both sides and a mutual desire
to work constructively togeth-
er. And there are people very
committed to doing this on
both sides. I would like to en-
courage this positive momen-
tum but recognise that it is dif-
ficult for people to accept ev-
erything which comes from the
other side of the political fence.
The other thing I would say is
that Georgia is not the first
country to experience political
cohabitation. Others have gone
through this process success-
fully and I am confident Geor-
gia will too. In terms of those
videos, I haven’t seen them. I
think when you are talking
about evidence which can be
used in judicial proceedings it
is very important that the judi-
cial proceedings themselves are
places where evaluations are
made. The court is a place
where this evidence should be
considered and judged. It is for
the legal system to examine ev-
idence such as this and draw
conclusions about it. This will
demonstrate to the world that
Georgia has judicial indepen-
dence.

What do you think about
Georgia’s position in the
world?

We are very glad that Geor-
gia is interested in getting clos-
er to both the EU and NATO
and we are strong supporters
of Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic as-
pirations. When I say support-
ers, I do not mean just in the
sense of saying we are in favour
of Georgia getting closer. We
have actually tried to help Geor-
gia achieve this, both by giving
expert advice and maintaining
regular contact between our
two countries. There is a con-
stant flow of visits between
London and Tbilisi, visits made
by both ministers and officials.
Senior foreign office ministers
have been here and now David
Usupashvili, your Parliament
Speaker, is in London.

It is said that the new Gov-
ernment of Georgia is pro-Rus-
sian, while some said that the
previous government was pro-
American, pro-European etc.
Do you think it is easy to

David Moran:
We are strong supporters
of Georgia’s Euro-
Atlantic aspirations

choose a single direction and
be pro-something?

I am sure it is possible to be
pro-something! Russia is Geor-
gia’s neighbour, this is a geo-
graphical fact. I think geogra-
phy has to be taken into ac-
count in foreign policy and ev-
erything else. Britain sees no
problem, and indeed an advan-
tage, in building better relations
with neighbours, as this can
improve internal security, re-
gional security and even inter-
national security. Better rela-
tions are what diplomats like
me try to promote.

What is your diplomatic
advice or message to Georgia’s
politicians?

Firstly I’d like to say thanks
to everybody I have met for
being so hospitable. It has been
a very pleasant time for me in
Georgia and I am determined to
return here from time to time. I
am not sure what I can give as
advice, I can just give encour-
agement. There are many good
things going on in Georgia, and
not just since October but even
before. The work to push de-
mocracy forward, to create a
country which promotes and
protects the rights of every-
body in it, and promotes uni-
versal values, not only Geor-
gian values, or European or
Asian values, but the values of
every human being in terms of
freedom of expression and as-
sembly and rule of law. Keep
going with these things. I think
Georgia is better equipped than
many places to make the tran-
sition to full democracy with
all of the appropriate institu-
tions. I have confidence in Geor-
gia’s success, but it is for Geor-
gians to decide how they will
achieve it.

What can you say about the
economic relations between
Georgia and Great Britain?

This is an area where we
can do much more together.
The level of mutual trade at the
moment is pretty low: for ex-
ample, I think last year Geor-
gia exported only about 20 mil-
lion pounds worth of goods to
the UK. British exports to
Georgia were worth probably
120 million or something like
that. There is a scope for do-
ing more, and we have created
a British business group here,
involving British businesses
and Britons working in inter-
national businesses, to help
drive this process in Georgia.
There is also a well-established
British-Georgian Chamber of
Commerce which is trying to
do the same in both the UK
and Georgia. I think there is

lot of interest, within Geor-
gian business, the Georgian
Government and Britain, not
just in building trade links be-
tween our two countries, but
in developing Georgia as part
of a transit and logistics hub,
providing links across the
Southern Caucasus and from
the Caspian to the Black Sea
and back again.

What would you like to say
about the 2012 Olympic
Games in London?

The Olympic Games were
something we were very proud
of, both the Olympics and
Paralympics. A big part of the
successful bid we made to the
International Olympic Com-
mittee is that the Games are just

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

not about a month or two in
July-August, they are about
creating a continuing legacy of
using sport to encourage chil-
dren around the world to be
more active and more healthy
and also show through the Para-
lympics that there is no limit
to human ability. Everyone has
potential and abilities. I know
that Georgia will host the World
Youth Games in 2015 and this
is very exciting, because it pro-
vides another opportunity for
us to work with Georgia in try-
ing to promote the issues of
youth sports and disabilities
and recognising the ability of
the disabled, promoting their
potential and raising their pro-
file.

N E W S

U.S. Embassy to Georgia
releases statement on
Wall Street Journal
article

The U.S. Embassy to Georgia has released a stamen on
the Wall Street Journal article.

‘The U.S. Government is focused intently on shutting
down any Iranian attempts to evade sanctions, including
through possible business connections in Georgia.

We are working closely with the Georgians on this
issue.

Contrary to certain statements in the article, we see
undiminished interest on the part of Georgia's government
in strong relations with the United States, and a continued
strong desire for Georgia's Euro-Atlantic integration.

U.S. concerns involving Iran sanctions evasion here
have grown in recent years, and pre-date the current
Georgian government', says the statement posted on the
website of the Embassy.

The Wall Street Journal published an article with the
title ‘As Sanctions Bite, Iranians Invest Big in Georgia'.
According to the article, despite the U.S sanctions against
Iranian business, Iranian products ranging from roofing
materials to sour-cherry jam are pouring into Georgian
markets, made more attractive by Iran's weak currency.
Iran's government itself is buying Georgian land, Iran's
agriculture minister has told Iranian media. In the article
the U.S. Treasury's top official says ‘we are focused
intently on shutting down any Iranian attempts to evade
sanctions, including through possible business connec-
tions in Georgia."

getimes.ge
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The so-called cohabitation
government is on the verge
of deadlock. The Presi-
dent’s party and the new
governing coalition
continually accuse each
other of this and that, and
no end to this slanging
match is in sight.

Now the President and the
UNM are saying that Georgia
is under threat of international
isolation, following statements
made in the US Congress. Here
Geotimes.ge interviews one of
the leaders of the Republican
Party, Levan Berdzenishvili,
who is also a member of the
governing coalition, about this.

Mr. Berdzenishvili, for sev-
eral days the UNM has been
trying to whip up public hys-
teria by saying we are at risk of
international isolation. Are the
statements made by various
members of the US Congress
so important?

First, I must point out that
the statement you are talking
about is a draft presented to the
Lower House of Congress, the
House of Representatives, and
it will voted on a month from
now. Therefore, this is not a US
Congress statement, as Con-
gress consists of two chambers
and the document has not been
approved yet. What has been
presented is disturbing because
it does not contain the correct
information. We have enough
time to visit, meet, talk and ex-
plain, as the final document will
be relevant to Georgia.

The President considers the
opinions of the congressional
representatives fatal to Geor-
gia. However, these lies will not
ruin Georgia, and neither can
Saakashvili ruin Georgia by
claiming that Vano Merabish-
vili is a holy person. The Geor-
gian public and government are
100% right about this man, and
his crimes will be proven in any
court, including the Georgian
courts and the international
courts as well if the UNM
wants his case taken there.
Nobody can question his
crimes, including Saakashvili
and Merabishvili himself.

I hope the indictment against
Merabishvili will be extended
to include what happened to
Girgvliani, November the Sev-
enth, etc. It is clear that the at-
tempts by Saakashvili, his
friends, his lobbyists and his
experts in the USA to exoner-
ate his regime will have only
temporary success.

Are you familiar with the
position of the US State De-
partment on this matter, as no
public statement has yet been

made?
It is not expected that such

statements will be made, as the
US only wants one thing from
our government, transparency
and due process. Nobody has
said we should not detain a crim-
inal. We have no problem with
the US, these problems are be-
ing invented by Saakshvili and
his friends, some open and
some hidden, including various
Congressmen and government
officials.

As for the State Depart-
ment, the Vice-President or any
other high-ranking officer of
state, no one has made similar
statements and we can be sure
that they will not do so, as be-
fore making a statement they
will listen to both sides, not just
accept the biased information
provided by the UNM at face
value and react to it. It is not
surprising that the US Congress
recently approved the plan for
US-Georgian military cooper-
ation; this means our relations
are stable and progressing, and
nothing is hindering them.

Why has the government
not been able to change the
opinion of these Congressmen
through the provision of in-
formation? Does this not mean
that our foreign policy is
weak?

Everything has been provid-
ed, but there are more than four
hundred Congressmen. Do not
worry about this - during the
vote it will be revealed who
provided what to whom and
how much information was
provided, even though there are
some old friendships, and some
not so friendly relations, some
ideological and some mercantile
links between the previous
Georgian government and vari-
ous Congressmen. Mikheil
Saakashvili does not work

against the government but
against Georgia.  He is not say-
ing that that Government will
suffer from international isola-
tion but that the US will not
support us militarily anymore,
an open attempt to weaken
Georgia in the eyes of its ene-
mies. When someone does this
it is clear whether that person
is a friend or enemy of their
country, and if this isn’t clear
to anyone we will help them
understand.

The senior US government
members know what is really
going on, that is why they are
keeping silent. If they believed
that Vano Merabishvili was an
angel, trust me, John Kerry, Joe
Biden and Obama would fall
over themselves to be the first
to demand that we take our
hands off Merabishvili. They
do not say anything because
they have been provided with
the correct information, and
we’ll provide more information
about Merabishvili too. We
have found the diary of Megis
Kardava, showing how this
monster was raised. We will
send this as well. It is not pos-
sible to become a sadist by
chance, no… I will also give it
to you journalists to read, and
you will understand that when
a parent treats you like that, it
is obvious what kind of person
you will grow into.

You have said that the
UNM will disband in au-
tumn, but your fellow coali-
tionist, Speaker of Parliament
David Usupashvili, has said
that the survival of UNM would
encourage the development of
democracy in our state. Hasn’t
your statement increased pub-
lic dissatisfaction with the Re-
publicans for cohabiting with
the UNM in the first place if
this is how you feel?

“We Have No Problems with the USA,
These Problems are Being Invented by
Saakashvili and His Friends”

Cohabitation does not mean
that criminals should not be de-
tained.  This cohabitation, and
we support it, consists of the
Republicans and the other mem-
bers of the Georgian Dream co-
alition working together with the
UNM to change the paragraph
in the Constitution giving the
President excessive powers, as
we have done. Cohabitation does
not mean saving Vano Merabish-
vili, and the Republicans have
no different attitude to other
parties in this regard. We would
like to save the UNM as a par-
ty, but if it wants to commit
political suicide we cannot in-
terfere. Unfortunately, they
still cannot extricate themselves
from Saakashvili. Regardless of
our desire to save them, they
will face problems. I cannot see
any reason to blame the Repub-
licans for acting in accordance
with the law. I repeat that we
will cooperate with the UNM
in drafting important laws; any
other kind of cohabitation is not
possible for us. During his vis-
it to the European Parliament
the Speaker called those who
have no desire to understand
what actually happens in our
country “European Kan-
delakis”

Yesterday, a hidden cache
of weapons, drugs and video
footage was found in Samegre-
lo. Is there a threat of infor-
mal groupings emerging to de-
stabilize our country?

The UNM is not a threat
anymore. Irakli Alasania’s an-
nouncement of finding those
things has created a great pan-
ic, but this is unjustified. The
head of the EU Mission has
asked us why he never found
these things when he had so
many people on the ground but
we did. The UNM has been
keeping weapons, drugs, lists

By MAKA  DEKANOSIDZE, GT
of who should be detained, and
finally a plan of what to do in
Georgia in the event of victory
in these hidden storages.

We will present what we
have found to the diplomatic
corps and journalists, and this
will not be all. There is more
footage of human right violations
which has not been seen yet.

Vladimir Komodov, the
head of the Russian Duma’s
Defence Committee, has stated
that if Georgia is accepted into
NATO it may be without Abk-
hazia and Ossetia. Is this your
understanding?

I recently visited the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly and
had meetings with NATO rep-
resentatives and I have the im-
pression that we are very close
to NATO. I do not exclude us
receiving a MAP at the next
summit. Only two forces are
fighting against this. Our neigh-
bor Russia does not hide the
fact that it does not want to see
Georgia in NATO and the oth-
er force is our former govern-
ment, which cannot bear to see
another government achieving
what they couldn’t.

Love for the country should
always be more important than
party interests. NATO has
stated very clearly that no coun-
try, including Russia, can affect
the decisions of NATO and I
have seen personally that the
Russian Federation is very con-
cerned about NATO’s positive
attitude towards us. Recent de-
velopments at our administra-
tive border are connected with
our aspiration to join NATO. I
think they are also connected
to the detention of Vano Mera-

bishvili, as Russia considers him
a useful person.

Regardless of Russia’s con-
cerns, we would like to estab-
lish relationships with NATO
countries and our neighbor will
just have to adjust to that. Geor-
gia will be under the same um-
brella as Estonia, Lithuania,
Latvia, Hungary, the Czech Re-
public, all the countries whose
citizens saw Russian tanks
move in while they slept. When
Georgia joins NATO it will ac-
tually improve relations with
Russia, as happened in the Bal-
tic countries when they became
NATO members. European in-
tegration and joining NATO are
the desire of the majority of the
Georgian population and no
party will change this.

Georgia knocked on NATO’s
door during Shevardnadze’s era,
a big and serious step was taken
by Saakashvili and we will take
the final step into this structure
and thus have one problem less
to solve. Therefore, the concerns
of the Russian “Derjavniks” that
Georgia might join NATO soon,
is not without foundation.
However, they will also realize
that it is better for Georgia to be
a NATO member, and to forget
about invading our territories.
They have a good relationship
with Armenia and they would
like to go to Iran and the ocean,
which they can do through Ar-
menia but not the occupied ter-
ritories.

History has given another
chance to the small countries,
and I assure you that you and I
will see Georgia become a mem-
ber of the Alliance and thus be-
come a secure country.

N E W S

Nino Burjanadze: UNM has to
start de-natificationprocess
instead of co-habitation

Nino Burjanadze calls "National Movement" criminal
organization and demands to ban it. As the leader of the
"Democratic Movement", Nino Burjanadze stated on today's
press-conference that she is shocked from the information
obtained at the yesterday's meeting held in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs.

 According to Nino Burjanadze, the debate about whether
there is a systemic crime abuses and misleads the society. As
stated by the leader of the "democratic movement", the
society has seen many examples and experienced existence of
the systemic crime in the country.

"National Movement is a criminal organization and it
should be banned. Their political and legal responsibility
should be questioned. Not specific doers of the crime, but
the organizers of the ideologue and creators of such verticals
should be punished, which will be identified after the
investigation. I am sure that the criminal trace will lead to the
closest environment of Saakashvili" - stated Nino Burjan-
adze.

getimes.ge
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A hidden cache of arms
videos, some of which
depict horrific episodes of
physical abuse and ill-
treatment of various people
(including rapes) was
recently discovered in the
Zugdidi region of Western
Georgia. These items are
believed to belong to an
illegal paramilitary group,
the so-called “Georgian
Death Squadron”, which is
allied with the United
National Movement and
run by the infamous
Georgian “butcher”
brothers Megis and Levan
Kardava.

More than 13,000 tapes
were discovered. Some contain
illegally shot footage of peo-
ple’s private lives and others
scenes of sadistic violence so
terrible that the Government of
Georgia is trying to prevent
them ever being seen by the
general public. These materials
directly indicate that system-
atic political crimeswere com-
mitted by the authoritarian

former UNM regime led by
Mikheil Saakashvili and his
clan. The President must take
full responsibility for the com-
mitting of these crimes, as such
consistent and systematic
abuse, by the same individuals,
could only have taken place on
his authorization.

Mikheil Saakashvili is men-
tally diseased, suffering from a
sexual malevolence complex
very similar to that of Adolf
Hitler. The systematic criminal-
ity depicted on these tapes is a
natural product of the immoral
and deviant executive environ-
ment created by Saakashvili and
the sadistic individuals he chose
to gather round him, figures
such as Bacho and Dato
Akhalaia, Megis Kardava,
Vano Merabishvili, Giorgi
Baramidze, Giorgi
Mazniashvili, Otar Or-
dzhonikidze, and Valeri
Zumbadze. These quasi-polit-
ical thugs established a new type
of Fascism in the 21st century,
and the former UNM regime
should be judged and punished
as the Nazis were at the Nurem-

berg Trials of 1948.
The former regime’s sadis-

tic orientation has long been
very vivid, but the question is
where it derived from. Rooting
out the cause may prevent oth-
er regimes following its inhu-
man example.  Georgian Fas-
cism has the following distin-
guishing features:

- From a historical perspec-
tive, Georgian Fascism began
on 14 February 2005 when Pres-
ident Saakashvili introduced the
political jargon “Zero Toler-
ance” and the motto “Everyone
will be sent to prison” during
his official presentation to par-
liament. Subsequently then Min-
istry of Internal Affairs Vano
Merabishvili was to tell all law
enforcement agency personnel:
“Kill everyone who resists you
in any way and eliminate crimi-
nals where you find them with-
out arresting them”. This “Zero
Tolerance” policy bore a strong
resemblance in practice to a
similar initiative launched by
Chilean dictator General Augus-
to Pinochet. In 1975 he pro-
nounced special decree number
1009, which empowered Chil-
ean law enforcement agencies

(principallythe DINA – the mili-
tary junta’s secret police)to con-
duct: “the preventive arrest of
beings who are considered
threats to state security”. These
‘beings’weresummarily arrest-
ed and then jailed by Ministry of
Internal Affairs without trial.
Mikheil Saakashvili’s brutal re-
gime adopted exactly the same
practice;

- The existence of at least
190 political prisoners and 25
political exiles, confirmed by the
Parliament of Georgia on De-
cember 5th2012, fully indicates
that the previous undemocratic
Georgian regime committed
“systematic political crimes”
and practiced a hard, authori-
tarian style of governance.
Again, there is a direct parallel
with Pinochet’s bloody dictator-

ship, which created more than
30,000 political prisoners be-
tween 1973 and 1990;

- The mass torture and
physical abuse conducted by the
Ministry of Corrections and
Legal Assistance and the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs since
2006, part of the “reformation
process” overseen by Vano
Merabishvili, who transformed
these services into a Soviet
NKVD-type monster, incorpo-
rating internal and external se-
curities into common totalitari-
an repressive bulk, are also
characteristic of fascist regimes.
The “prison videotapes”
which inspired the so-called
“broom revolution” in Septem-
ber 2012 werelinked to the Min-
istry of Corrections led by VIP-
butchers Khatuna Kalmakhe-

“Georgian Fascism and its Historical Roots”
lidze, Dmitry Shashkin and
Giorgi Tughushi and the “Zug-
didi torture tapes” are linked
to the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs led by the blood soaked
Vano Merabishvili and Bacho
Akhalaia. Once again the Pi-
nochet dictatorship in Chile
provided the model – on 31
December 1973 this established
the notorious “National Exec-
utive Secretariat for Detainee
Affairs” and in June 1974 the
Directorate for National Intel-
ligence (DINA), whose conduct
were very similar to those of
their Georgian equivalents,
which were likewise created by
presidential decree.

If Georgia wants to put the
Saakashvili years behind it
should immediately study the
Pinochet dictatorship in Chile
and pass laws ensuring that the
same models cannot be fol-
lowed in Georgia.There is no
excuse for such bloody dicta-
torships in the 21st century.

Dr. Vakhtang Maisaia
Military expert, Associate Pro-
fessor at Sukhishvili Teaching
University
Director, the GT Azri Strategic
Studies Centre

The Ministry of Correc-
tions and Legal Assistance
and the Open Society
Foundation - Georgia have
developed a three-year
programme for Prevention,
Diagnosis and Treatment of
Hepatitis C in penitentiary
institutions.  This is the
first time such a pro-
gramme has been devel-
oped in the public sector in
Georgia and it will be the
first programme in a post-
Soviet country in which
infected patients in the
penitentiary institutions
will be treated free of
charge.

The programme plan speci-
fies the number of the patients
to be treated per year, the cri-
teria for their selection for treat-
ment and what financial re-
sources the programme will
need. It has been elaborated
with the help of national and
international experts.

 The ministries of Correction
and Healthcare regard this pro-
gramme as very important. It
will be expanded to other areas
of the public sector from 2014.

“This very serious pro-
gramme has been developed with
the Ministry of Healthcare. Ini-
tially, it will be implemented in
the penitentiary institutions,

and its screening and treatment
activities will reach each infect-
ed inmate,” says Sozar Subar,
the Minister of Corrections and
Legal Assistance.

Irma Khabazi from OSFG
says that, “I think this is a cru-
cial step towards solving the
hepatitis problem in prisons,
though it can only be solved
gradually. Hopefully, the pro-
gramme will in future support
the treatment of patients not
only inside the penitentiary in-
stitutions but outside them.”

Mariam Jashi, Deputy
Minister of Labour, Healthcare
and Social Protection says that
“at least 47,500 patients will
require special antivirus treat-
ment against Hepatitis C in the
public sector, and this will cost
about 98 million GEL by pre-

liminary estimation. This is
quite a large sum, equivalent to
about 1/6 of the doubled state
budget this year, but it is nev-
ertheless necessary to begin
treating hepatitis C in the pub-
lic sector through this pilot
programme, which will be grad-
ually expanded”.

Hepatitis C is a liver disease
caused by the hepatitis C vi-
rus. Severe forms of the infec-
tion can develop in the 6
months from the date of infec-
tion. Chronic hepatitis C can
cause serious problems like cir-
rhosis of the liver or liver can-
cer. The virus is spread through
the blood. The majority of the
infected receive this virus from
a shared needle, through intra-
venous drug use, receiving a
blood transfusion and undertak-

ing cosmetic procedures like
manicures, tattoos etc.

The spread of hepatitis C
and lack of access to treatment
have been serious problems in
the penitentiary system for
several years, and infection
rates have increased dramatical-
ly. In most cases, hepatitis C is
fatal. According to experts,
launching this programme in the
penitentiary system will lower
the prices of the relevant med-
icines for all.

Civil society organizations
have already discussed this pro-
gramme. The plan will be pre-
sented to government and donor
organizations for funding and
service providers selected by
competitive tender. Pending Cab-
inet approval, the programme will
be launched in September.

First Public Sector
Hepatitis C Treatment
Programme in Georgia
By TAMTA ASANIDZE, GT

By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

There is stagnation in
medical establishments -
Davit Sergeenko

There is stagnation in medical establishments - Davit
Sergeenko There is stagnation in medical establishments,
Healthcare Minister Davit Sergeenko said in response to the
statement of the insurance companies.

Some insurance companies say they face stagnation.
According to the Minister, there are strikes in hospitals

almost every day.
‘There are strikes at hospitals almost every day because

of delays accounts. I don’t understand what the insurance
companies mean in stagnation, but I know that there are
problems. Our efforts are aimed at eradicating these
problems’, Sergeenko said.

geotimes.ge

Rostom Sosiashvili,
detained for violation of
the occupation line on 29
May, released

Rostom Sosiashvili, detained for violation of the
occupation line on 29 May, released Rostom Sosiashvili,
detained for violation of the occupation line on 29 May, has
been released, the Ministry of Internal Affairs told Inter-
pressNews.

The release was a result of the meeting held under the
Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism.

Participants of the meeting reviewed the incidents and
occurrences that have taken place since the meeting on 31
May. All appreciated that the situation has generally been
calm and quiet, with fewer detention cases.

Participants discussed the increased level of fencing
activities along the Administrative Boundary Line (ABL) and
its impact on local communities, especially with regard to
restrictions to their freedom of movement and threats to
their livelihood.

The co-chairs of the meeting, EUMM and OSCE,
encouraged participants to find pragmatic solutions to the
alarming issue of local communities' access to water, as well
as cemeteries.

Issues related to detained, missing and wanted persons
were discussed; participants took note of some positive
developments.

The importance of early warning regarding military
exercises was reiterated.

geotimes.ge

N E W S



P O L I T I C S Monday, June 24,  2013

9

By MAKA DEKANOSIDZE, GT

The latest video footage
from the Samegrelo cache
of arms, weapons and drugs
are the worst to have been
seen until now. Although
these videos have not been
shown publicly, informa-
tion about their shocking
contents has been broadcast
several times.

The first statement regard-
ing them was made by the US
Ambassador, Richard Norland,
who called on the government
to investigate the crime record-
ed on the videos immediately. “I
am shocked and astonished by
the information provided by our
representatives about what is re-
corded on these videos. The US
calls on the Georgian govern-
ment to investigate the things
recorded on the videos immedi-
ately,” he said.

The diplomatic corps has not
made any statement regarding
the political responsibility of the
UNM for what is seen on the
videos. However the government
has suggested that not only
former Interior Minister Vano
Merabishvili but also President
Saakashvili should be held re-
sponsible for their contents.
Irakli Alasania, the Minister of
Defence, says, “Political respon-
sibility lies not only with Vano
Merabishvili but the president,
as he created such massive ter-
ror and sadism institutions in the
country. It is necessary to judge
publicly all those institution cre-
ated during the previous admin-
istration. This is very important
not only for Georgia but for hu-
manity. It is crucial that every-
body knows how such mass sa-
dism institutions came to be es-
tablished and to prevent the cre-
ation of such systems in Georgia
or any other country in future.”

The UNM does not agree

that senior political figures from
its regime should be held respon-
sible for the crimes depicted.
David Sakvarelidze, a member of
the parliamentary minority, told
Geotimes.ge that he is against the
violence shown in the footage
and hopes that those responsi-
ble will be punished but revealing
the secret cache is actually a per-
formance. “It will be good if the
investigation is not biased and
all the people involved in the
crimes of torture, beating and il-
legal surveillance are brought to
justice. We will be 100% proac-
tive in this and I will demand such
action is taken at parliamentary
and non-parliamentary level.
However the statement that the
UNM has been guilty of system-
atic criminality was only made
after a US Congressman ex-
pressed his critical attitude to-
wards the detainment of Vano
Merabisvhili and political oppo-
nents of the incumbent govern-
ment generally.  Only after this

was the investigation of these
videos put on agenda, and now
they have been made into a po-
litical matter. The torture of in-
mates at the Guantanamo pris-
on has been revealed many times,
but nobody suggests that the Pres-
ident of the US is personally re-
sponsible for them. The cache is
being used for a political purpose,
and it is shameful to broadcast
this footage.”

In response to Sakvarelidze’s
statements Nana Devdariani, the
former public defender, has no
doubt that the cache is evidence
of systematic criminality and that
the UNM has long used similar
methods against its own oppo-
nents. “Now the UNM declares
that this is a provocation and a
performance; this is a direct con-
fession that they have conducted
similar performances over the
last nine years. Therefore it is
important to investigate who was
behind this one. Lower-ranking
officials could not have commit-

ted such crimes independently.
These latest developments show
that the UNM has internal group-
ings, and they have to discuss
which group did this and not
whether Vano Merabishvili should
have a TV in his cell.”

Tea Tutberidze, one of the
leaders of Liberty Institute and
an ideologist of the UNM, has
condemned the violence and bla-
tant mistreatment recorded on
the videos. She states that the
introduction of such methods of
torture was the responsibility of
the MIA of that time and indi-
rectly indicates that Vano Mera-
bishvili was the creator of this
system. “We have to consider
the fact that some of the aston-
ishing material on this footage
was recorded in 2007 by the po-
lice itself. Similar methods were
used in the prisons from 2010
onwards. Why? And who made
the political decision to do this?
If it was possible to manage the
prisons without sing such meth-

Shocking video footage – Georgia must
remove the stench of this sadistic system

ods until 2008, when Bacho
Akhalaia was appointed head of
the penitentiary system (this is
true, as I used to visit the prisons
myself and no similar case was
discovered either by me, nor oth-
er members of monitoring group
until the end of 2008), why did
this situation change?” said Tut-
beridze.

The screening of the videos
for media, NGO and diplomatic
representatives at the MIA was
controversial. Some of those at-
tending protested against the
showing of the videos and oth-
ers said that the identities of
those featured were not protect-
ed. However others, including
President of the Georgian Times
Media Holding Malkhaz Gulash-
vili, are demanding that they be
more widely publicized. Gulash-
vili stated that, “the material we
have watched is blatant evidence
of criminality, though identifi-
cation of the victims was impos-
sible. Some, including me, are
demanding that these videos be
made public, as the UNM’s strug-
gle against its own people for
many years should be revealed.
The prison videos were publicized
and the public made their own
assessment. I consider some of
these new videos should be
broadcast.  The material depicts
crimes which took place in a de-
serted building in the forest in
Samegrelo in 2011. It is clear
from the footage that men were
being sexually harassed in order
to force them to confess to ter-
rorist acts. In one video you see
a man being kidnapped, his preg-
nant wife being beaten and him
being sexually harassed. The cur-
rent minister says that there is a
large quantity of such sexual ha-
rassment videos.”

The majority of NGOs con-
sider showing such shocking vid-
eos to the public impossible. An-

alyst Khatuna Laghazidze says
that the perpetrators of the crimes
depicted should be identified and
judged, and only after this would
it be possible to discuss publicis-
ing the videos. “Do not let the
UNM become a threat after its
death. The government has done
its duty. Anything further will be
a direct push to the UNM to con-
tinue its evil deeds. They will not
put anybody in the prison, they
will kill people, therefore the cru-
cial thing is to bring the former
government to account,” she
says. “If we have been ruled for 9
years by a regime whose mem-
bers should be imprisoned for their
deeds there is no room for such
people in parliament. Early par-
liamentary elections should there-
fore be held to replace them. First
they should be judged and then
early elections put on the agen-
da,” she adds.

The outgoing President of
Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili,
would be ultimately responsible
for any crimes committed by the
government he was leader of.
However at present he is busy
with “important” business trips
abroad and considers the violence
recorded on the videos to be the
work of rogue operators who
sneaked into the police system
without his knowledge. He has
made a statement to this effect
recorded elsewhere in this news-
paper, refusing to acknowledge
that his government was guilty
of systematic criminality. In-
stead, he criticizes the present
government for its deeds.

Saakashvili expresses regret
for not being able to “complete-
ly ventilate the swamped sys-
tem”. In reality however the
Georgian public is now beginning
to ventilate the country from
the stench of the Rose Revolu-
tion government’s sadistic sys-
tem.

The U.S. Congress has
released a statement on
defense cooperation with
Georgia. This describes the
Republic of Georgia as a
highly valued ally of the
U.S., but criticizes what it
calls politically motivated
measures taken against
former members of the
outgoing government.

“The peaceful transfer of
power as the result of the free
and fair parliamentary elections
in Georgia in October 2012 rep-
resents a major accomplishment
toward the Georgian people`s
creation of a free society and full
democracy,” the statement reads.
“However, since the October
2012 parliamentary election the
new Georgian government has
taken a series of measures against
former state officials and mem-
bers of the current political op-
position that appear to be moti-

vated by political consider-
ations.” The detention of former
Prime Minister Vano Merabish-
vili, who is now Secretary Gen-
eral of the United National
Movement and thought to be a
possible candidate for president
in this October’s election, is
among those highlighted.

The statement suggests that
the arrests of former ministers
and UNM supporters threaten
U.S.-Georgia relations. “The
measures taken by the Georgian
Government against former state
officials and political opponents,
apparently in part motivated by
political considerations, may
have a significant negative im-
pact on cooperation between the
United States and Georgia, includ-
ing efforts to build a stronger
relationship in political, eco-
nomic, and security matters, as
well as progress on integrating
Georgia into international orga-
nizations,” the statement says,
adding that “the United States
must be unambiguous when dem-

ocratic backsliding occurs in a
key ally after a peaceful and
democratic transfer of power
between political parties.”

President Mikheil Saakashvili
has said that he was shocked
when he read this statement, add-
ing that Georgia should listen to
this advice from a friendly coun-
try.

“Georgia exists today because
the US stood next to us, and if
the US stops supporting us we will
be left at the mercy of Onish-
chenko’s country,” he said, refer-
ring to the Russian chief sanitary
inspector who has repeatedly ac-
cused Georgia of conducting eco-
nomic warfare against Russia by
spreading swine flu. He added that
the statement that Georgia has
regressed in democratic terms is
catastrophic. “Seeing this state-
ment broke my heart, because in
previous years the US Congress
has made different statements,”
Saakashvili added.

Davit Usupashvili, the Speak-
er of Parliament, asked every

country to send observers so they
could look more closely at what
is happening in Georgia, includ-
ing the impending court
cases.”In any country the arrest
of a person who had been a Min-
ister for many years and then
Prime Minister will arouse great
interest. Therefore, our friends’
interest is quite normal. Their
position that there should not
be politically motivated arrests
in Georgia is quite natural. The
Georgian government and par-
liament do, of course, share this
position. We thank everyone for
their recommendations. As for
these particular statements, they
are based on a lack of informa-
tion,” he claimed, adding that the
U.S.-Georgia friendship is not in
danger.

Tea Tsulukiani, Minister of
Justice, maintains that the sus-
picions mentioned in Congress’
statement are groundless. “We
want to establish a culture in
Georgia where no one will enjoy
immunity from criminal prose-

cution because they are a mem-
ber of the government or oppo-
sition,” she says. However, Ser-
go Ratiani from the parliamen-
tary minority regards the Con-
gress statement as “very
tough.””The government should
understand that fights against
opponents should not turn into
a fight against the state. We
should keep in mind that each
step back in relations with the
United States means the creation
of security problems for Geor-
gia,” he declared.

Kakha Gogolashvili, Director
of EU Studies at the Georgian
Foundation for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies, shares Ra-
tiani’s opinion. “It’s very impor-
tant for Georgia to have good
relations with the U.S. and EU.
Thus I think the government
should not ignore this statement
and react appropriately to it, as
doing otherwise might endanger
the country’s security,” he told
GT. However Georgian Ambas-
sador to the US Archil Gegeshidze

thinks that Congress has been
misled by the “unilateral infor-
mation provided by certain forc-
es.” He notes that as recently as
June 5 Congressman Turner, the
author of this statement, voted
for a decree supporting Georgia
in the Military Committee. “The
fact that in one week important
changes have occurred in Con-
gressman Turner’s vision suggests
that he was unilaterally misin-
formed by certain Georgians,”
the Ambassador says.

Irakli Sesiashvili, Chairman
of the Georgian Parliamentary
Defense and Security Commit-
tee, is optimistic that the posi-
tive attitude the USA has towards
the former government will soon
change.”The processes taking
place in our country, including
the investigations of former
state official’s cases, are very
transparent. I hope US Congress-
men will soon see that every-
thing is completely differently
in Georgia,” Sesiashvili told The
Georgian Times.

US Congress considers critical amendment
to cooperation document with Georgia
By LIKAMOSHIASHVILI, GT
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The company “Georgia Invest” with the
support ofthe “Bank of Georgia” and
Georgian Government, has started the
construction of the largest trade-enter-

tainment complex in the country and in Caucasus.
The complex will be located around180.000 square
meters in the western part of Tbilisi. Initially this
major international project will start with the con-
struction of DIY (“Do It Yourself”) hypermarket
“MaxHome”. “MaxHome” is the first contempo-
rary, innovative chain of construction hypermar-
kets of DIY format in Georgia. The seventeen
thousand square meter hypermarket will be opened
in 2014 on one of the busiest highways of Tbilisi,
in the neighborhood of existing major shopping

centers – Tbilisi Mall and Goodwill.
60.000 product items – home, cottage, garden,

construction and decorative-finishing materials,
lighting and appliances, floor coverings and tiles,
heating equipment, sanitary ware and water sup-
ply, tools, woodwork etc. from famous interna-
tional brands and manufacturers – will be allocated
in the store.  Location of the  hypermarket, a wide
range of products, a high level of various services,
active promotion of wholesale, discount systems
and ability to make complex purchases in one place,
will minimize material and time costs for custom-
ers and meet the demands of Georgian consumers.

Long term professional experience of man-
agement team and staff and the support of Russian

and European partners guarantees that the visitors
of the hypermarket, and in future «MaxHome»
chain, will positively evaluate the advantages of
this shopping center and become its loyal custom-
ers. The mission of «MaxHome» is to assist cus-
tomers in making their homes better and more
comfortable, to convert time-consuming and ex-
pensive process of repairing and renovation into

an interesting and affordable process for every-
one.

The company “Georgia Invest”, together with
the large international trade chains and partners,
plans to start active construction and develop-
ment of the rest of the site next year, in order to
create a modern, multi-functional trade center,
which will meet the newest technologies.

www.maxhome.ge
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Moscow is ready to restore
ties with Georgia but
doesn’t intend to reverse its
decision to recognize
Abkhazia and South
Ossetia, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on
June 11.

“I think the current Presi-
dent of Georgia made a big mis-
take and I think he is not deny-
ing this. I told him: Mikheil
Nikolayevich, let’s discuss ev-
erything, but let us avoid blood-
shed.  Unfortunatelyhowever it
all ended with war,” said Putin
in his interview with state-
owned English-language televi-
sion station Russia Today. “As
a reaction to this, Russia took
the stepswhich led to the rec-
ognition of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia. I cannot imagine tak-
ing a step backward from this
position now. But this issue is
also a kind of red line for Geor-
gia, which Georgia cannot cross,
becauseit believes Georgia is
fighting for its territorial
integrity,”thePresident of Rus-
sia added.

Putin said that many foreign
journalists have blamed Russia
for the souring of relations with
Georgia, but it is clear to im-

partial observers that “Russia
had nothing to do with this pro-
cess.” The Georgian govern-
ment, he continued, should have
exercised patience in dealing
with the ethnic conflicts with
Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
However, it failed to do so and
Russia “was forced to react” to
the developments and recog-
nize the independence of Geor-
gia’s breakaway territories. He
added that this issue must be
resolved by taking into account
the “desire” of the people who
live in those territories.

Georgia and Russiahavehad
no diplomatic relations since
August 2008, when Tbilisi
broke them off afterMoscow
crushed a Georgian attempt to
regain control over its two rebel
regions. Georgia declared these
two mostly unrecognized re-
publics to be ‘occupied territo-
ries’ a month later.

In the same interview Putin
hailed the Georgian authorities’
decision to take part in the 2014
Sochi Winter Olympics and
added that The Kremlin is pre-
pared to accept any proposal
on providing security for these
games.”We also see potential
forcooperating with the Rus-
sian Federation onmaintaining

security at the Olympics,”said
Georgian Foreign Minister
Maya Panjikidz eat the press
conference on Wednesday.
However she noted that diplo-
matic relations will only be re-
stored after Russian troops
have withdrawn from the coun-
try.

“We are ready for coopera-
tion with Georgia. We want to
restore relations with Georgia;
we have a very warm attitude
towards Georgians. We are very
close to the Georgian people,”
Putin stated. “I have held a
meeting with Catholicos Patri-
arch of the Georgian Orthodox
Church Ilia II… he’s a very kind
person and he’s a real Georgian.
There wasn’t even a second
when he wasn’t speaking about
the interests of the Georgian
people, and doing so wisely,
softly and calmly.”

When asked what therefore
needed to be done beforeRus-
sia was prepared to lift visa re-
strictionson Georgian citizens,
Putin responded: “That is pos-
sible if we really work jointly
against crime and terrorism. You
probably know that terrorist
elements are constantly infil-
trating, or have been infiltrat-
ing, our territory from Georgian
territory. If our law enforcement
agencies and special services

Vladimer Putin: Russia is ready
to restore ties with Georgia
By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

can work together on this, that
will be the first step towards
the restoration of visa-free trav-
el.”

Commentators have ex-
pressed diverse opinions on
Putin’s interview. Nikolai
Svanidze, Russian political sci-
entist and publicist, stated that
“Such friendly words with re-
gard to Georgia haven’t been
heard for a long time. But the
problems of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia are still unre-
solved. In the near future nei-

ther Russia nor Georgia can
make any concessions.” He
added that both Tskhinvali and
Sokhumi are interested in the
deterioration of Russian-Geor-
gian Relations. “They will only
be calm when Moscow and
Tbilisi drastically confront each
other,” Svanidze maintained.

Irakli Menagarishvili, Co-
Chair of the Centre for Strate-
gic Research and an ex-Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Geor-
gia, thinksthat despite the fact
that the Russian president’s

tone has changed in a positive
direction this does not funda-
mentally change anything. “It’s
very important that wine ex-
ports have resumed, liberaliza-
tion of the visa regime is also
very important for many peo-
ple, but these things in them-
selves won’t restore relations
between two countries. Until
Russia reverses its recognition
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia
these sentiments will be just
empty words,” Menagarishvili
told The Georgian Times.

Richard Norland calls on the
Government to Immediately
Investigate the facts in the Video
Footage

The U.S. ambassador in Georgia Richard Norland calls on
the government of Georgia to investigate the facts in the
video footage discovered in Samegrelo, Norland told journalists
during his visit to Kutaisi.

He said that despite not attending the meeting with
diplomats at the Ministry of Internal Affairs yesterday, he is
informed by the embassy employees and is shocked and
surprised about what he was told.

“The US embassy was presented on yesterday’s meeting.
They have informed me about it. Therefore, I am informed,
shocked and surprised with the news delivered by our represen-
tatives. They spoke about the footage. The U.S. calls on the
government of Georgia to immediately investigate the facts in
the video footage”, Richard Norland said.

Richard Norland visited Micro financial organization
“Cristal” in Kutaisi today

geotimes.ge

Maia Panjikidze - Salaries Were Too
Low in MFA and were Balanced by
Bonuses

Salaries were too low in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
it was balanced in some way by bonuses, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs Maia Panjikidze told journalists after the
government sitting.

Panjikidze commented on the statement released by the
Young Lawyers’ Association regarding the bonuses issued at the
Ministry.

“Our policy is not distinguished regarding this. The bonuses
were issued within this policy, as salaries were too low and it
was somehow balanced by the bonuses. This actually was not
bonuses, but an addition to the salary. Bonuses must be
different; they must be issued according to certain achieve-
ments. I hope it will be so in future and the salaries will be
balanced”, Maia Panjikidze said.

geotimes.ge

The Minister of Energy
Kakha Kaladze believes that
showing the video footages dis-
covered in Samegrelo to repre-
sentatives of Diplomatic Corps
were very important.As he stat-
ed, it was necessary for them
to see and got assured once more
in what was happening in Geor-
gia for last 9 years.”This is not
one usual case. I watched those
videos and I advise not to watch
them, because it is a real night-
mare. I do not know why a per-
son should do this, just to main-
tain the power. These incidents
have occurred massively in or-
der to make people sleep and
morally destroy them and thus
achieve what they needed” -
stated Kaladze.In addition, ac-
cording to the Minister, every
involved in the torture and
blackmail person should be
punished including clients and
those who did it.Kakha Kal-
adze does not exclude Presi-
dent’s responsibility regarding
this issue and states that

Saakashvili was the ideologue
of the system.”When there was
a discussion around the crime,
“National Movement” has
never separated from any of its
member. They used to say, that
they were members of one team,
accordingly, this responsibility
should be divided between ev-
erybody” - stated Kakha
Kaladze.The Minister also re-
sponded to President’s yester-
day’s announcement, according
to which MikheilSaakashvili
did not know LevanKardava
personally.According to him,
Saakashvili’s statements are in-
adequate and funny, because
fact that the President does not
know people under Ministers
is not serious.”It was a unified
system and not an action done
by several people. Not all of
this was decided at the lower
level, and the system, which
was built on fear, terror and in-
timidation was created by
Saakashvili, Merabishvili and
Adeishvili. And today they talk
to us about moral” - stated Kal-
adze 

Kakha Kaladze: I advise
not to watch those videos,
because it is a real nightmare

N E W S
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Christopher Coppola, the
famous Hollywood film
director and producer, has
taken part in a festival
organised by the Ministry
of Youth and Sport of
Georgia and the NGO
Children and Youth
National Centre, part of his
project PAH-FEST(Project
Accessible Hollywood,
Georgia 2013). The theme
of the festival was famous
seventeenth century
Georgian writer Sulkhan
Saba Orbeliani’s “Wisdom
of Fancy”.

PAH-FEST, created by
Coppola, is a week-long digital
media festival held in cities
throughout the US and interna-
tionally. PAH-FEST encourag-
es visual storytelling, fosters
civic engagement and promotes
the production of fictional and
documentary videos which can
be shared and enjoyed globally.
People from all walks of life
who have engaging story ideas
are provided with digital equip-
ment and a professional “help-
ing hand” in order to create their
own short digital films. Here
Christopher Coppola tells the
Georgian Times about his
project and his impressions of
Georgia.

Mr. Coppola, what do you
know about Georgia and why
did you decide to come to Geor-
gia?

A long time ago, I think 24
years, I watched a movie whose
name, as I remember, was
“Moscow in Love”. It was a
collection of love stories be-
tween many different people in
Moscow and one of the char-
acters was a smart female law-
yer who was in love with a
Georgian man. He was such an
interesting character: he drank,
he had lot of passion and ener-
gy, he seemed larger than life,
and this planted in my mind the
idea that Georgia is a country
which produces interesting
people like that. Recently I also
ran into some Georgians in Los
Angeles, one of them being
Lasha Zambakhidze, who told
me that the story of Jason and
the Argonauts and the Golden
Fleece was about this country
and the beautiful Medea who
helped Jason steal the Golden
Fleece was from Georgia. I loved
mythology as a little boy and
was really excited: “Oh, that’s
Georgia?” So I opened up this
new world with a very ancient
and interesting culture and his-
tory, and afterwards discovered
Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani, the fa-

Christopher Coppola:
I am giving everyone an
opportunity to express his talents
By  EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT Americans and this is the way

it should be. Newcomers have
to work hard to achieve suc-
cess. Georgian actors who get
roles in Hollywood achieve
great success just by doing this.
It is not easy.

What do you think of Geor-
gia? Do you like the country?
What impressions will you take
back to America?

Yes. I like the hospitality
here,the attachment of the peo-
ple to each other; loving human
connections which do not exist
much in Hollywood. I like the
passion in the hearts of peo-
ple. I love their storytelling. I
like sitting at the table with my
Georgian friends and speaking
with their parents. I like Geor-
gian cuisine, and that food with
cheese, eggs and bread. I love
Churchkhela. When I go back I
will tell all my friends and film-
makers and storytellers about

Georgia. Recently I was ap-
pointed California’s arts coun-
sellor by the California Gov-
ernment. It’s not so much Hol-
lywood but a collection of art-
ists, storytellers, celebrities,
everybody. I am very interest-
ed in creating cultural liaisons
between Americans and Geor-
gians and as I just have been
appointed head of the film pro-
gramme in San Francisco I am
talking about a film school here,
about creating cultural liaisons
through this school.

What do you think about
Georgian cinema? Have you
met anyone from the industry
here?

I’ve seen a couple of new
Georgian films. But I need to
study this more. I do know that
during the days of the USSR
many great directors of photog-
raphy and cinematographers
came from Georgia. I have stud-
ied the history of USSR cine-
matography and know that the

best cinematographers came
from Georgia, but I know that
it’snow a separate country.

Do you think Georgia is an
appropriate place to make Hol-
lywood films in?

Yes, definitely. I have made
a film in Romania. There is no
difference. We can make a film
here as well. I see a lot of tal-
ented actors here, I see a lot of
talent and dedication, and I see
an interesting history here. I
have worked with Georgian
students and although they
were not ready for the roles on
offer I cannot deny that some
have real talent and are not
scared of doing anything they
have to do. You have to com-
pete with other countries to
create good filmcrews, but in
co-production with other coun-
tries anything can happen.

Who is the best actor in
Hollywood in your opinion,
apart from your brother Nico-
las Cage?

Oh, I don’t know. I think
the stars of today are not very
good actors, they are like boys,
not men. There is no real man
in Hollywood like Clint East-
wood or Clark Gable. For ex-
ample, Ashton Kutcher and
Leonardo DiCaprio are good
actors but they are boys. Wom-
en in society have lost some-
thing in the emasculation of men
and stars. They want to see real
men. We see older woman who
say “where are the men?”And
that is a problem. I think my
brother Nicolas Cage is a man,
I think Robert Downey Junior
is a man and a good actor. As
regards women Meryl Streep
is great. But what has hap-
pened to the great actresses,
what has happened to the
Katharine Hepburns and peo-
ple like that? Unfortunately,
they do not exist anymore.

What about your own
projects in Hollywood? What
are you doing now?

What I like is teaching.I am
also going to do something with
Georgia. I will continue to work
with PAH and give new talents
a chance to express themselves.
By the way, in the 60s and 70s
when my uncle started out there
were low budget movies where
directors working under him
could learn on the job. Nobody
does this anymore. I want to
create my own staff by work-
ing with students, giving them
an opportunity to learn how to
make movies, how to raise
money for schools. So I want
to combine education with en-
tertainment.

mous Georgian writer, through
Lasha. It was a discovery like
those of Marco Polo. This is
how I learned about Georgia,
got excited by it and decided to
listen to some stories from
Georgians, personal stories, the
wisdom of elders and historical
tales, and share these with the
rest of the world.

Lasha Zambakhidze knows
about the festival I run – the
Project of Accessible Holly-
wood– and suggested that I
bring it to Georgia. Since 2006
we have travelled all over the
United States and to other coun-
tries and have used digital tech-
nology to help people learn
basic filmmaking skills so the
ycan share their stories about
themselves, their community,
their way of life and give them
an opportunity to demonstrate
their talent. This is also a nice
way for people from around the
world to make a connection.
The premise of PAH is that
everybody has a filmmaker in-
side them, a little bit of Holly-
wood inside them. I want peo-
ple to feel that they are stars,
big directors, great editors and
cinematographers. The main
reason I created PAH is that it
gives a chance to a new genera-
tion to express their emotions
using digital technology. So par-
ticipating in this project will
give people from Tbilisi, Ba-
tumi and other cities an oppor-
tunity to show the world a lit-
tle bit more about Georgia, be-
cause frankly most people, in
the US for example, think that
Georgia is still the USSR or
Russia. By doing these creative
pieces and helping people share
their stories we can make peo-
ple around the world more ed-
ucated.

So will Project Accessible
Hollywood give Georgian
stars the chance to express
themselves in Hollywood?

I think everybody has a way
of visually sharing themselves,
and everybody is a star. It does
not matter whether you are in

Hollywood or anywhere else.
It is not necessary for you to
come to Hollywood; it is bet-
ter that Hollywood comes to
you, like this project does. This
project gives young filmmak-
ers the opportunity to learn

how to work in this industry,
how to be confident in and gain
experience in filmmaking. Hol-
lywood is just a place; it is not
the be all and end all. You can
make your own Hollywood in
Georgia. Hollywood is where
the people are, and each per-
son has a Hollywood filmmak-
er in his soul, that’s what im-
portant. Hollywood puts less
focus on actual storytelling and
is more interested in special ef-
fects. So it is important that
young filmmakers from every
part of the world retain their
own voice and tell everyone
about their people. The desire
to come to Hollywood is cool;
you should come, but never
forget that you have your own
way of seeing things and mak-
ing films as well.

The stereotype about Hol-
lywood is that it does not like
actors from other countries, as
only Americans can get good
roles in Hollywood films, with

Latin American, Russian and
other actors only being allowed
to play killers, prostitutes or
things like this. How true is
this?

This has been true inthe his-
tory of Hollywood. You know
that some of the greatest actors
once had different names but
changed them to more Ameri-
can sounding ones. My broth-
er Nicolas Cage’s real name is
Nicolas Coppola, he changed it
to Cage to make him sound more
like a leading man, and Tom
Cruise and others have done the
same. Many of these stereo-
types are true, for example an-
other is that men can work long-
er in Hollywood than women,
as they can continue to work
even when they get older where-
as women can’t. It always has
been unfair like that.

The only way to make your
mark in Hollywood is to do

your job very well. First you
must be a really great actor.
There is no stigma in playing a
bad guy. Many tremendous ac-
tors have played bad guys:
Quentin Tarantino has played
bad guys many times. It is great
to get the role of a bad guy, be-
cause many other people want
to be that bad guy, and the ac-
tor could be an American if you
do not want to play such roles.
But if you get it you play it as
well as you can. Show a range.
You have to think ahead, to see
what’s going to come after-
wards. If you are even consid-
ered for a bad guy role in Hol-
lywood that’s pretty good, be-
cause a very small percentage
of the actors in America actual-
ly work at any given time. So if
a Georgian actor gets a role
there, even if it is a stock bad
guy part, this is amazing and
good. I think this is the way
it’s always been in Hollywood.
Hollywood is the creation of Continued on p. 13
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She used to sit in the front
row drawing jugs, fruit or
kettles. She was fairly
talkative, polite, self-
assured and humble. Once
her mother came to see the
teacher and ask how her
daughter was doing. I can
still hear the voice of the
teacher saying – “she is
talented, hardworking and
her mind is flying some-
where far away from here, I
don’t think we can catch up
with it”. Ketevan
Kemoklidze, the Georgian
girl in that art school17
years ago, first drifted away
to accounting and then
found her crystal shoe as a
mezzo soprano and
conquered the world.

Ketevan lives in Vienna. She
is happily married. She is in
demand. She is living her dream.
When our generation were grow-
ing up there wasn’t even the
slightest hint that we had a
bright future. We were children
of war, poverty, darkness, cold,
armed men running around and
people dying from random bul-
lets. At that time we only
dreamed of electricity and the
heat: glamour was a different
galaxy for us.

Ketevan’s career suggests
that she has turned winning into
a habit. She has continually col-
lected prizes at youth competi-
tions and become a Georgian
National Musical Laureate. She
has continued developing and
has appeared on the biggest
stages in the world. In 2002,
while still a student, she made
her debut as Magdalena
in Rigoletto and also sang
Emilia in Otello and the title
role in Amadigi. Subsequently

By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT

Chant de la Ville de Toulouse.
This was a big victory, as this
contest rarely awards the grand
prize; I was very young and I
got very lucky. I was also lucky
to be accompanied by Georgian
pianist Nino Pavlenishvili
(based in France). In 2011 I re-
turned to Toulouse to sing Ro-
sina (in The Barber of Seville).
I was happy to see that the
public there remembered me
and had been waiting for me.

But my groundbreaking vic-
tory was at Plácido Domingo’s
Operalia. Thousands of singers
apply for this but only 40 are
selected to participate. I was
fortunate to get in, but that year
was an unfortunate one for
Georgia. I was devastated by
the Russian-Georgian war in
2008 and figured that going to

the contest was the only way I
could support my country in
my own way. I was happy to
find that I would be accompa-
nied by Georgian orchestra lead-
er Nino Sanikidze (Nino and
Tamar Sanikidze are the favou-
rite pianists of Plácido Domin-
go). The final round was judged
by Plácido Domingo. I won the
contest, and most importantly
it was watched by the direc-
tors of the world’s leading the-
atres. Now they often invite me
to their theatres to perform.
Thanks to this victory I début-
ed at Covent Garden (London),
the Royal Theatre (Madrid)
and at the Santiago Opera,
where after 5 years waiting I
am having a premiere in a cou-
ple of days.

What do you perform most,
tragedy or comedy?

I can’t say one more than
the other. I think it’s a balance.
One must perform different
characters in order to grow, ad-
vance and succeed. My reper-
toire is mostly roles of young
women and young men. Mez-
zo sopranos often perform so
called ‘pants roles’, in which
luckily I don’t die at the end. I
try my best to portray young
characters. With age this will
become harder, but these roles
are necessary and useful, they
advance and prepare singers for
more difficult and dramatic roles
later in life.

Do you have anything in
common with your characters?

Usually mezzo sopranos
play strong, beautiful, deter-
mined women. So yes, I resem-
ble a lot of them, both person-
ality and looks wise. It’s an
advantage for me, and a great
joy for directors and costume
designers, that I look like the
characters I stage. Sometimes
we play vengeful women who
have been abandoned because
the soprano stole their beloved.
Sadly people say that opera is
too over the top and distant
from reality, but this is wrong.
Opera is very close to real life,
the characters are real people
with real feelings and weak-
nesses. So as I said, yes, I have
a lot in common with my char-
acters. But I must admit I have
nothing in common with my
favourite character – Cinderel-
la. Although my life is full of
similar stories, personality

wise we are very different. This
year I am debuting as Carmen
(in Tokyo), so I’m curious to
see if I will find her in me, as
this character is the symbol of
a freedom loving woman.

Is it hard to portray a char-
acter very different from your
own nature?

As I said, I often play male
characters. This requires a cer-
tain preparation, especially if
it’s the role of a grown man like
Julius Caesar. Usually when the
performance is near I don’t
wear a dress and I try to be a
bit masculine in my manners.
Finally it becomes natural, my
manners, walk and behavior
change. I prepare psychologi-
cally as well. Being convincing
and confident on the stage is
the main aim of an actor.

You acted in a movie by
Carlos Saura. Did this show
you at your best, like the stage?

I think I’m rather more con-
fident on stage than in front of
the camera. I think it’s about
the experience. I have only done
one film, it was something new
for me. It was the first but I
hope not the last movie.

Are you an artist or a sing-
er?

I am an artist. It’s the twen-
ty-first century, the era of
movies, TV and computers,
and the audience is spoiled (in
a good way) with great shows.
If they don’t see the same qual-
ity of performance at the op-
era, they won’t come again.
Acting in opera requires a lot
of skills. We must be on top of
singing, acting and performing.
In the growing economic crisis
fewer and fewer people are
visiting the opera. Promoting
it is our primary job, together
with the right marketing cam-
paign.

If you could sing incogni-
to to the entire world, what
aria would you sing? What
would you want to say to us
all?

It would be the aria from
Cinderella. Even though we are
very different, we still have our
moments. Like all Georgian chil-
dren of the 90’s, a time of mass
poverty and the agony of war,
I never gave up dreaming. Most
of my dreams have come true.
I’d tell the world never to give
up, to keep dreaming, because
dreams do come true.

Do you particularly like
Orbeliani’s “Wisdom of Fan-
cy”?

Yes. This PAH festival in
Georgia is all based around Or-
beliani. What I like about him
is the concept of the living sto-
ry, human stories not just fa-
bles like Aesop’s. Here we have
to consider who is telling the
story, the king, the wazir or the
prince, how they are telling the
story and why the story is be-

ing told. There are so many
complexities around that, not
just intellectual but human, and
this is everyone’s personal life,
so when I encountered him I
was very impressed and said
wow! I want people all round
the world to know about this
Georgian writer and his wis-
dom.

What message can you give
to young Georgian stars about
how to achieve success in this
industry?

Be yourself. Stay true to

your heart. Work hard. Promote
yourself. And you can do it.
Georgians have a very good
look, a very unique look. They
are not just the bad guys, they
are beauties. Understand how
you can take that beauty and
soul and make it universal. I
think that if you try to change
yourself just to make yourself
appropriate for American mov-
ies, if that happens, great, but I
think it’s good for you to find
out what makes you unique and
special. Make good movies

here. Make really good movies
and be fresh. Hollywood will
see it. We live in a world where
there are so many ways you
can promote yourself. Just do
everything sincerely, do not
pretend to be someone you are
not. If there are people in your
group who have similar ideas
to you, work with them to make
good movies. You can promote
them using the internet. Just be
true to yourself always. You can
share the good work of Geor-
gian talents on the internet; this

works, but you have to do it
constantly.

What can you say about the
unhealthy worship of Holly-
wood stars? What can be done
about star mania? Is Holly-
wood a fairy tale or Olympus?

Behind glamorous award
ceremonies and red carpets
there are working people. The
glamour lasts one second, you
taste it for only one second then
go back to your business. You
can dream of gaining success,
but you should ask yourself –
why? Why do you want this,
it is because of the money or
because people will love you
all over the world? Why? Only
a very small number of actors
in Hollywood are working. It
is not easy to constantly be a
star. If you are smart you can
make good stories, so you can
make your own Hollywood

Christopher Coppola:
I am giving everyone an
opportunity to express his talents

here. But people always wor-
ship celebrity, it is understand-
able, and if you want to achieve
this success, work hard and
never give up and one day you
will get it.

I personally refuse to act in
films and am happy doing my
thing. I know so many people
in Hollywood who are success-
ful but not happy. So do what
makes you happy. You really
need to answer the question,
why do I need this? Why do I
want to go to Hollywood?
What’s the reason for this? First
of all you should be happy be-
ing an actor, you should be hap-
py going through the process,
and fame and success are just a
bonus. The best actors and ac-
tresses know that. They think:
“I like to act, if success hap-
pens this is good, if not, this is
my job!”

Continued  from p. 12

KetevanKemoklidze, World
Famous Mezzo Soprano:
The Story Of Having It All

she has appeared successfully
at many of the world’s major
opera houses including Deut-
sche Opera Berlin, the Théâtre
du Capitole in Toulouse, Teatro
Regio di Parma, Teatro Massi-
mo in Palermo, the Opéra Na-
tional in Montpellier, Deutshe
Opera am Rhein, the Opéra
Municipal de Marseille and in
Washington.

She compares her story to
that of Cinderella but I would
disagree. There are many dif-
ferent stories out there: Cinder-
ella, Lady D, Pretty Woman and
Ugly Duckling. I don’t think
Ketevan’s is like any of these,
she is writing her own story of
a girl who has it all.

Opera is not the limit for her.
She has debuted in a movie, not
just any movie but Carlos
Saura’s ‘Io, Don Giovanni’. She
was worried sick, she even
burned her hair doing a roman-
tic scene, but she managed just
fine. Like I said, the girl has it
all. After speaking to her, it
looks like Domingo’s favourite
mezzo soprano has much more
to come.

You have won quite a few
of contests. How did you even
get to compete in them?

Contests were a very impor-
tant stage of my life. They were
the only way to pave a way
out of Georgia. It’s quite hard
for a Georgian student to get
invited to compete in them. But
with my determination and
some help I managed it.

Which contest was the most
important for you?

I don’t think I can name one.
It was like a chain reaction. One
led to another. It was a marvel-
ous journey.  The first impor-
tant prize I won was St. Pe-
tersburg, the competition in

honor of famous opera singer
Elena Obraztsova. It was a
meaningful as well as a won-
derful experience for me. The
next life changing victory was
the H.G. Belvedere Internation-
al Competition in Vienna. The
jury of that contest came to
Georgia and picked a few Geor-
gian singers to take part. It was
a great success. I got to the fi-
nal and won the Special Prize
of the Teatro al la Scala and was
admitted to the Academy of the
Teatro al la Scala without an
entrance exam. I would also
highlight the prizes I won at the
Lyceum (Barcelona) and
Leipzig (Germany) operas. I
still perform at these venues
quite frequently today. The
Belvedere was followed by the
Concourse International de
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Contact us and
Become our Partner

12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,

E-mail:marketing@geotimes.ge;
www.geotimes.ge

Book Corner
13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 223 24 30

Marriott Qourtiyard
4 Freedom Square; Tbilisi, 0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 91 00

Penthouse
12 Metekhi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99

KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

Kafe Leffe
Shardeni Str. 14, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Tbilisi
Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 402 200 
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi

Glasgow
20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Sheraton Metechi Palace
Addr: 20 Telavi St. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

David Sultan
16a P. Iashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685 

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

Tbilisi
Rustaveli Avenue 13
Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00

Marekesh expres
Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350

Vere Palase
Tbilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. ,
Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,
web:  www.verepalace.com.ge     

Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494   (+995 32) 2 180110

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55;

Hotel Varazi
Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61

Old Metekhi
3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com

AWARD CONSULTING
Tel: 593 31 41 05
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QSI Tbilisi is pleased to announce that the 2013
Graduates will attend the following Universities next year

Valentine Clary, daughter
of Jean Louis and Sylvie
Clary, will attend MCGILL
UNIVERSITY in Quebec,
Canada majoring in
Psychology and minoring
in Music.

Sophiko Kashakashvili,
daughter of Elene
Gelovani and Benedict
Kashakashvili will attend
ECLA of BARD COLLEGE in
Berlin, Germany majoring
in Psychology and
minoring in Visual Arts.

Aleksandre Pachuashvili,
son of Mamuka
Pachuashvili and Maya
Chakignitze, will attend
FERRUM COLLLEGE in
Virginia. His major is
undecided.

Henry Christopher
Hartman, son of Colonel
Jeffrey Hartman and
Maria Hartman, will
attend VILLANOVA
UNIVERSITY in
Pennsylvania on a ROTC
scholarship. Chris will
major in History and
minor in Russian and
German.

Stepan Denk, son of Dana
Denkova, will attend
ANGLO-AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY in Prague and
will major in
International Relations.

Olga Cheltsova, daughter
of Anna Meltzer and Alan
D. Meltzer, will attend
MARY WASHINGTON
COLLEGE in Virginia. Olga
will major in
International Relations
and minor in Humanities.

Nicholas Doudnikoff, son
of Charles Burges and
Olga Mandrugina, will
attend TOWSON
UNIVERSITY in Maryland
and will major in
Chemistry.

Cathrine Salby, daughter
of Christian and Nina
Salby, will attend
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY in
Massachusetts.
Cathrine’s major is
undecided.

Aryana Givechian,
daughter of EfatYazdani
and Mohammad Hassan
GIvechian, will attend
JOHN CABOT UNIVERSITY
in Rome, Italy and will
major in Liberal Arts.
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