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Patrols... in
Support of
Shevardnadze

Nothing remains unbelievable in
Georgia, So, do believe, that ... the police
that literally flooded the streets of Thbilisi
patrolling the town under the pretense of
revealing criminals are actually engaged
in election campaign in Shevardnadze’s
favor. Even more, they are collecting
signatures for subscription lists.

As we have been informed, at the fair
arranged in the vicinities of Railway
Square violators of traffic rules were fined
with putting their signatures in
subscription lists in support of
Shevardnadze instead of paying Russian
rubles or US dollars.

Not only the police is engaged in such
activities. The support of the world rank
politician is ensured by house manager’s
offices in towns and local authorities in
villages. If by chance you require Form
#1 from the house manager’s office you
can receive it only if you sign the
subscription list in favor of the leader of
Citizens’ Union. In villages this process
is more organized and has nearly shock-
worker movement nature: the population
is summoned to come with their passports
to the offices under the pretense to clarify
some:-agricultural problems (for example
problems concerned with land
privatization) and people are induced to
sign some obscure lists, which can be
equally used to present the candidate for
presidency and to find out the number of
voters.

Thus, it seems, that both supporting
of Shevardnadze and his election is
guaranteed. So, dear citizens of Georgia,
do not waste your efforts and do not go
to the ballot-boxes, since the results are
already known - Shevardnadze has
already elected himself.

The State of
Health of Political
Prisoner Ramaz

Vanishvili Aggravated

On this fact reported the Human
Rights Commission of Georgian Helsinki
Union. In November, 1993, while being
arrested he was wounded in-hand and
being unconscious lost much blood. Left
without any medical aid - the doctor was
not allowed even to plaster his hand - the
political prisoner was transferred to #1
Thilisi Isolator where he was not rendered
any medical aid either. As a result the
wound of Ramaz Vanishvili complicated;
it became purulent and the fractured bone
healed improperly. As a result he cannot
use his hand so far.

Besides, in July, 1994, due to the
unbearable conditions and terrible
sanitary state of the Isolator, the political
prisoner developed acute form of hepatitis
and he again was left without medical aid.
As a result the prisoner had two relapses
of the disease. Thus Ramaz Vanishvili
deprived of any medical aid remained sick
for months.

Presently the political prisoner who is
serving his term in Rustavi strict regime
colony is complaining of severe pains in
hand, his liver is damaged as a
consequence of past history of hepatitis,
he has frequent episodes of vomiting,
pains in abdominal area and absence of
appetite. To this add the signs of some
unrecognized intestinal infection.

Human Rights Commission of
Georgian Helsinki Union considers it
necessary 10 examine the patient and
render him adequate treatment, which are
impossible to provide in the Colony. For
his reason the Commission demands
urgent hospitalization of political prisoner
Ramaz Vanishvili.

Gela Gachechiladze’s
Hunger Strike Is
Kept in Secret

One of the participant of "Kvareli
Case” Gela Gachechiladze who is serving
his term in prison, declared hunger-strike
from September 11. On September 19,
his parents who came to prison to hand
him the food parcel were informed that
their son was in his second day of hunger
strike and was placed in punishment
room. At the same time they concealed
the reason which impelled the political
ptisoner to use this extreme form of
protest as well as the demands put
forward by the hunger-striker. The head
of the prison Mr. Kopadze refused to
accept the parents of. the convict.

G. Gachechiladze is serving the third
year of his term together with other
convicts of "Kvareli Case", who were
transferred to a more strict imprisonment
regime under the false pretense of
"attempt to escape” from Ksani Colony.
According to the information of his family
members, the state of his health is
significantly shaken by the unbearable
conditions existing in the closed prison,
and one more hunger-strike can be fatal
for him.

Nemo Chanturia
Is Again in Jail

As we have learned on September 15,
the political prisoner Nemo Chanturia
who suffers from acute diabetes mellitus,
was unexpectedly transferred from the
Republican Prison Hospital to Tbilisi #1
Isolator (closed prison known as "Kriti").
Neither respective bodies nor other
medical specialists showed any interest in
finding out whether the patient in his
condition can be considered fit for being
kept in jail. It is noteworthy, that on
September 30 the term of keeping Nemo
Chanturia in prison comes to end and he
should be transferred to the colony.

Human Rights Commission of
Georgian Helsinki Union demands to
release the political prisoner Nemo
Chanturia and declares that the life of
diabetic patient in the prison and colony
which do not have elementary sanitary
and living conditions is jeopardized.
Meanwhile the Commission firmly
demands to transfer the political prisoner

to Avchala Colony instead of Ksani
Colony, since in case if the diabetic
patient develops coma, he will not be able
to receive any medical aid in Ksani
Colony, while his urgent transportation
to Tbilsii is less than probable which
threatens the life of the patient. Provided
Nero Chanturia is placed in Avchala
Colony he in case of necessity could be
urgently transported to the Republican
Hospital and rendered adequate medical
aid.

N.Ch.

Investigation Very
Often Proves to

Be at the Service
of Authorities

Rather than Truth

In the previous issue of our
newspaper was published information
about the arrest of Shota Ratiani on
August 30, 1995. Below we are offering
the interview with the lawyer of the
political prisoner Mr. Merab
Navrozashvili.

Correspondent: Mr. Navrozashvili,
what was the basis of arresting your
defendant Shota Ratiani?

Merab Navrozashvili: Shota Ratiani
is suspected of "Participation in Treason
and Preparation of Terrorist Act Against
the Official State Person with the Aim of
Overthrowing of State Authorities and
Coming in Power”. Such is thé warrant
given out by the Prosecutor of Republic.
However, the investigation alleged him of
the following: creation of the anti-state
organization together with other persons,
its goal being armed occupation of the
building of the Parliament, capturing of
the Head of the State and in case of
necessity his physical extermination and
seizing the power. This terrorist
organization was claimed to be created 7
days prior to the committed terrorist
action. .

This charge is absurd, since on August
28 - St. Mary’s Day - as well as on August
29 - the day of committing of terrorist
action - Shota Ratiani was having dinner
at his friend’s with other guests invited
and all of them learned about the
explosion while having their dinner. I
demanded to interrogate the persons
named by Sh. Ratiani to clarify the case,
but the investigation has not done it so
far. 7
Corespondent: What proba_tion does
the investigation have against the
defendant?

M.N. - Shota Ratiani was alleged of
participation in the anti-state organization
without any specific documented proofs.

Corespondent: Mr Navrozashvili,
could you tell us about the violations
at this stage of investigation?

M.N. - I believe, that in accordance
with Article 160 of the Criminal Code in
effect, if the testimonies of the suspect
and witnesses contain significant
discrepancies, the investigation is obliged
to arrange the confrontation. Shota
Ratiani denies his participation in any
anti-state activities, claiming that he had
neither intention nor the wish to attack
the Parliament building and commit
terrorist action against the Head of the
State. If anyone would make a statement
about his participation in such activities,
they should have been subjected to
confrontation in accordance with the
above article.

Corespondent: Do you believe that
the defendant is innocent? And if so,

what have you done to make him
released?

M.N. - On September 11, I put an
official .motion saying that the charge
brought against Sh. Ratiani was very
general, absolutely ungrounded and the
defendant should be released from the
arrest. However my motion was rejected.

Correspondent: Mr. Navrozashvili,
do you believe that Ratiani was arrested
for political motives?

M.N. - Considering the fact, that Sh.
Ratiani does not make it secret that he is
a supporter of the lawful authorities, the
grounds for his arrest seem to be political.

Corespondent: Have you read the
testimonies given by the other suspects
arrested in relation to this Case? What
were the grounds for their arrest? Were
they subjected to confrontation?

M.N. - I cannot provide any specific
answer to this question, since on April §,
1995, the Parliament made amendments
in the Criminal Code according to which
the lawyer has the right to get familiar
only with his defendant, in our case it is
Sh. Ratiani’s explanations and
testimonies, protocols . of his
interrogations. According to the above
Law the lawyer is actually deprived of
the right to get familiar with the materials
of the Case. I would also like to notice,
that this law roughly violates not only the
rights of the defendant but the rights of
the defense as well. The lawyer is not
able to provide the sound defense to his
client. This Law makes the materials of
investigation secret for the lawyer thus
depriving the defense of all possible
lawful forms to defend the interests of his
defendant. On the background of
building democratic State, if such state is
really building at all, the Parliament
adopted evidently antidemocratic Law.
While in other civilized, juridical
countries the lawyer has the right to
conduct the independent investigation, in
our democratic Georgia, the lawyers are
deprived of even those rights which they
had during the Communist period.

Tengiz Kitovani:
"Dokvadze and
Gelbakhiani Are

not Murderers

In the previous issue of the
"Rezonansi” newspaper was published he
account of the press-conference arranged
by the Chairman of Human Rights
Committee Sandro Kavsadze. It said that
Kitovani and Zeikidze independently
from each other made statements about
Dokvadze and Gelbakhiani being
innocent in committing the crime they
were convicted for. Then Mr. Kavsadze
said that he did not trust such statements,
though they could be considered. After
this publication the "Rezonansi" received
the following letter: §

To Editorial Board of the "Rezonansi"
Newspaper and Mr. Sandro Kavsadze.

Mr. Kavsadze, I have made a written
statement to the Prosecutor’s Office
saying that Dokvadze and Gelbakhiani
are not murderers. The Prosecutor’s
Office should have considered my opinion
first as that of the deputy and second
basing on the intelligence data available
then which testified that the executors of
were absolutely different people, not
those whom Mr. Dolidze sentenced to
death for which he had to be responsible.

I consider it my duty to declare that
Gelbakhiani and Dokvadze are not
murderers and I would like the society to
be aware of it; I am not appealing to those
who are ready to burst from hostility and

are blood-thirsty, s from & specia|
spirital discase” Tfe?m%ﬁ‘f&ah
mistakes and &no! down.sbl hahy Jidoden!
people. It is time now for everybody 1o
look at what is happening with unbiased
eyes, and I appeal to Mr. Dolidze not 1,
leave his descendants with the name of
murderer father.
Yours sincerely
; Tengiz Kitovani
1995 "Rezonansi”, #83 (358),
August 10-11,

Pre-Election
Campaign of the
Citizens’ Union
Started with a

Scandal

On September 21, the Central
Commission of Elections received the
information, that in the pre-election
period the Citizens’ Union is distributing
humanitarian aid which contradicts
Article 47 of the Elections Law, in ac-
cordance to which "All parties, blocks and
candidates for member of Parliament, as
well as their confidential persons are
forbidden to provide the population with
material and commodity values to win
their votes. If such precedent takes place
the registration of parties, blocks and
candidates for members of Parliament
participating in the elections, is annulled".

To check this information several
members of the Elections Commission
including the representatives of Ilia
Chavchavadze and Merab Kostava's
Societies went to the house located in #3
Lermontov street and recorded the fact
of such violation, having written
adequately formed Protocol.

Basing on this fact, at the session of
the Central Commission of Elections held
on September 22, the issue of including
the question about annulling the
registration of the Citizens’ Union inio
the Agenda of the session was put

forward. Thus with the majority of 5 votes
this issue should have been considered,

but immediately before the voting this
issue the Chairman of the Election
Commission Mr. Ivane Kiguradze made a
statement about his resignation, which
made impossible to continue the session.

The scandal became known to the
society irrespective of the fact that mass
media of Georgia kept silence about this
fact. This information became known via
the foreign mass media. g

As the Chairman of Ilia
Chavchavadze’s Society Miss Tamar
Chkheidze noted, it did not matter if the
Citizens’ Society was distributing the
humanitarian aid provided by other
agencies. What really counts is the fact
that distribution was made on the behalf
of the Citizens’ Union. Such practice has
become quite regular, but it became
unlawful only from the day the Elections
Law was brought in effect. In any
legislative State such actions should be
followed by annulling of the party
registration, but in Georgia, where
unlawfulness is reigning, one cannot hope
that the truth will win the victory.

As it could be expected, the events
developed in a way typical for political
life of Georgia - the Chairman of the
Commission refused from his resignation
statement, the question of the Citizens'
Union was left open, and it is implied tha!
nobody will risk to annul the registration
of Shevardnadze’s Party and whatever
violations it may commit in future this
Party will inevitably participate in
elections. ‘
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