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The Lawyers are
Demanding to
Release the
Defendants

On October 16 the Court hearing of
one'more Case from the series of ongoing
hearing Cases of "Zviad Gamsakhurdia
and his Supporters” approached the end.
At the Court Session the lawyers were
supposed 1o pronounce their speeches in
defense and naturally the tirade of Justice
- the Court, the Prosecutor’s Office and
Ministry of Internal Affairs - took timely
precautions to maximally limit the number
of attendants of the Court Session.

From the early morning the territory
adjacent to the building of the Supreme
Court was blocked by the police and
detachments of special desiination. The
policemen armed with truncheons were
basing on their own statement fulfilling
the "order” and did not allow the people
who came to attend the hearing to enter
the building of the Court. Only few
journalists miraculously managed to
penetrate into the building of the Court.
The representatives of press and TV as
well as various Human Rights
Organizations were not allowed to attend
the Court Session.

Before opening the hearing we
informed the judge Aladashvili that the
representatives of the press were not
allowed to attend the hearing.
Irrespective of this he did not do anything
to improve the situation.

The hearing started with the statement
of the mother of the journalist who
tragically perished in Khobi. She
appealed to judge Aladashvili with the
request not to sentence to death Mr.
Bokuchava and Mr. Dzidziguri or at least
one of them if it was possible since the
both of them were unmarried. As for Mr.
Kobalia to her opinion he deserved that
punishment. later the judge was impelled
to remove the mother of David Bolkvadze
from the Court Hall because she had

offended Mr. Otar Pankvelashvili - the
lawyer of Mr. Kobalia. One more victim
was removed from‘the Court Hall for the
attempt to abuse Mrs." Marine 'Alania, the
lawyer of Mr. Jambul Bokuchava.

Then the lawyers pronounced their
speeches in defense. The presented the
Court with the statements of the
defendants in answer to which the judge
Aladashvili declared that he was not
"interested in those statements. Which was
strange since at the very beginning of the
hearing he very attentively listened to the
statements of Mr. Bolkvadze’s mother.

Mr. Otar Pankvelashvili, the lawyer
of Mr. Vakhtang Kobalia, mainly dwelled
on the charge brought basing Article 104
of the Criminal Code. He analyzed the
picture obtained as a result of
interrogation of witnesses in the process
of Court investigation and convincingly
grounded that in the process of Court
investigation the accusation of Mr.
Kobalia in personally shooting down
several prisoners of war and a journalist
David Bolkvadze was not confirmed by
adequate proofs.

Mrs. Marine Alania, the lawyer of
Jambul Bokuchava, provided a detailed
analysis of the charge brought against
her client basing on Article 65 and
presented to the Court well grounded
arguments proving that the actions of her
client could not be considered as High
Treason and the Court investigation also
failed to prove it.

As for Mr. Otar Chigoshvili, the
lawyer of Mr. Zviad Dzidziguri, his
speech once more confirmed, that Mr.
Zviad Dzidzuguri was actually left
without a defender. The lawyer only very
generally spoke about the biography of
his client and just mentioned that the
charged brought against him were
unconvincing.

Mr. Givi Morchiladze, the lawyer of

Mr. Nugzar Molodinashvili was not given
the opportunity to read the statement of
his client either. He noted that neither
indictment nor Court ipvestigation
managed to provide the convincing proofs

of guilt of his clienf. :

The lawyers were unanimous in their
demand not to pardon defendants but to
directly release them from the Court Hall,
all four of them, since in the course of
Court investigation the charges brought
against them were not confirmed.

On that very day the judge
Aladashvili once more demonstrated his

Christian love of fellow-men: the priest,

of Jikheti Monastery, Archimandrite
Father Andria with the blessing of the
Patriarch appealed to the judge with the
request to allow him to meet his spiritual
son Mr. Zviad Dzidziguri to have his
confession and give him communition.
The Father Andria was not even let into
the building and his written statement was
rejected by the judge who had sent his
official refusal with his secretary to be
handed to the Archimandrite who was
standing in the street waiting for the
answer.

The Court announced that the verdict
would be pronounced on Noverqber 19:

Pathological Face
of the regime

On- October 16, from the early
morning the way leading to the building
of the ‘Supreme Court was blocked from
both sides by the strengthened cordon
while the beginning of Zubalashvili street
was blocked by the double chain of the

‘policemen. It is noteworthy that the first

cordon consisted of the officers of the
City Department of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, while the second - was
presented by athletic raiders of the
internal troops. Nearby stood a well-

-known detachment of Mr. Mgebrishvili

known as a "Black squadron” - a raider
detachment of special destination. To
penetrate the police cordons turned out
to be impossible not only 'for simple
citizens, but also for some relatives of the
defendants and journalists. At about 10
a.m. the police arrested the sister of one
of the defendants, an aged woman, Mrs.
Nanuli Kobalia, who had made a weak
attempt to get into the building of the
Supreme Court. She was pushed into the
grated car and taken to Mtatsminda
District Department of Ministry of
Internal Affairs. When being detained
Mrs. Kobalia felt herself so badly that
the-executors were impelled to let her
daughter Mrs. Rusudan Papaskiri to
accompany her. Both women were said
that they would be taken to the hospital.

Instead they found themselves in the .

police department where they were told
that Mrs. Kobalia was detained for the

hooligan actions. :

It is noteworthy that Mrs. Nanuli
Kobalia was not allowed to enter the
building of the Supreme Court on
instruction of Head of the Subdivision of
the City Department Mr. David Licheli
who motivated his decision by the fact
that during the Court Sessions she was
removed by the judge from the Court
Hall; later when this fact became known

to the Embassies accredited in Georgia

and international organizations, the
head of Mtatsminda District department
Mr. Elguja Jamburia told to Mrs. Kobalia
that she was not Mr. Vakhtang Kobalia’s
sister at all. By 12 o’clock when the
relatives of the defendants (dot all of
them) plenty of friends and
acquaintances of the victims, policemen
in civil clothes and two or three journalists
were allowed to the Court Hall, those
who happened to remain without the
seats, journalists among them, were
chased out of the building after which
the police with outraged verbal offenses
and pushing people started to disperse
them from the adjacent streets as well. 1
is noteworthy that this impressive scene
was performed in the presence of the
correspondent of "BBC" and the third
secretary of US Embassy Mr. Timothy
Richardson and had this latter not turned
to the document confirming his diplomatic
immunity, he would not have escaped the
rage of the police. i

The people who had gathered at the
building of the Conservatory left that
place and for several hours were patiently
waiting for the end of the Court Session.
By about 4 p.m. they were unexpectedly
attacked by the masked "boys" from the
"Black Squadron” who appeared from
Zubalashvili stregt and started to chase
people out the street. For successful
conduction of this operation were used
the specialized cars and people little by
little were ousted to Rustaveli Avenue.

It seems the police were sure that
terrorized people would obediently
dissipate.. Instead the members of

* Helsinki Union of Georgia opened the

enlarged pictures of sentenced to death
and placards, a big photo of Eduard
Shevardnadze with a Sickle and Hammer
the inscription under the photo reading
in English "Shevardnadze - a butcher”,

~ the photo of the judge Aladashvili with

a caption "Murderer” and started to
march along one side of the avenue in
the direction of the Parliament. At the
Ministry of Communications the
manifestants were caught by the
detachment of special destination and
police who after brutal beating of the

manifestants forced them into “Ford”
belonging to the detachment of special
destination.

Mrs. Lia Beruashvili, Mrs. Nona
Dochviri, Mrs. Anna Chavchavadze, Mrs.
Klara Shukvani, Mr. Revaz Morgoshia
and some unknown lady who occasionally
happened to walk there. As we have
learned later, on their way to Mtatsminda
District Department of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs Mr. Mgebrishvili has
never ceased to exercise his habitual dirty
offenses addressed to the detained
citizens, while his "boys" were vigorously
beating and pulling women’s hair. In
relation to this fact the member of IGFM
Mrs. Lia Beruashvili, Mrs. Anna
Chavchavadze and Mrs. Nona Dochviri
declared later that the behavior of Mr.
Mgebrishvili, his unheard of dirty
offenses demonstrated not only his but
also the ruling regime pathological nature

‘and they will spare no efforts to eradicate

this dangerous phenomenon. They also
stated that it was absolutely unacceptable
for deputy head of City Department of
Ministry of Internal Affairs Mr. Mikheil
Saladze to be regularly drunk and
verbally offense the citizens while on
duty. Y

Meeting in the US
Embassy

On October 18 the representatives of
the Georgian society met the third
secretary of the US Embassy Mr.
Timothy Richardson and political-

‘economy officer Mr. Eric Schultz. In the

meeting participated Mr. GA Mrevlishvili,
a physicist, professor, honorable member
of the New York Academy, Mrs. Lia
Andguladze, a philologist, candidate of
sciences, Mr. Vakhtang Bochorishvili,
professor, head of the Sepsis Center,
honorable member of the New York
Academy, Mrs. Tina Kereselidze, citizen
of France, head of the French department
of Human Rights Study Center for

- Caucasia, Mrs. Lia Beruashvili, an

individual member of IGFM, Mr. Joseph
Baratashvili,- member of the exiled
Supreme Council.

During the meeting the participants
discussed the problem of human rights in
Georgia, practice of death penalty and
issues concerning the political prisoners
sentenced to death, the violation of the
rights of the citizens and journalists which
took place in the course of the Court
Session on October 16, dispersal of the
peaceful manifestation by the police.
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