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General characterization of the dissertation work

Topicality of the theme: Georgia is a living linguistic museum. These words belong to the foundation of
scientific research of Svan - Nicholas Marr and clearly expresses the richness of the Kartvelian
linguistic world. In this richness and uniqueness, the importance of literary language fixed in one
thousand six hundred-years-old monuments is naturally valuable. However, from a linguistic viewpoint,
the study of living speech is no less important. It is believed that non-standardized, freely developed
languages, dialects and subdialects may be greatly contributed in solving the problems of universalis and
“philosophical-theoretical problems of languages” (W. Humboldt).
Kartvelologists almost unconditionally approve that Svan is most characterized by archaic features in the
Kartvelian linguistic world, which conditions the great interest of scholars towards Svan. Since
Giildenstadt , this interest has not decreased for three centuries. In Kartvelology the study of Svan (along
with Megrelian- Laz) has always been of great interest. Many noteworthy and important studies on the
structure of the Svan verb have been created. However, the Svan deverbative nominal has not been the
subject of special study to date.
Svan masdar is very noteworthy in relation with Georgian literary language in terms of structural-
semantic aspect, formative marker, nominal, and especially verbal categories (voice, multiplicity,
direction, plurality of object ...). Accordingly, due to the necessity of research in Kartvelian format and
the urgency of the topic, the work is an attempt of monographic study of Svan language.
Research goal and objectives. The present study goal is to provide a systematic analysis and
description and characterization of the Svan masdar. Therefore, the aim of this work is: to study
monographically Svan masdar on the basis of the Upper Bal subdialectal data; to classify structural
patterns, formative affixes / morphological elements; to carry out systematic formal and functional-
semantic characterization of the masdar, to carry out in-depth investigation of the nominal and verbal
categories expressed in the masdar, and to present a complete picture.

The goal of the study was to compare Svan language data with literary Georgian (in some cases with
other Kartvelian linguistic subsystems) in terms of formation of masdar forms.
Accordingly, the work deals with the Common Kartvelian rules; Distinctive signs and elements are
studied; The characteristics of Old Georgian preserved only in Svan are particularly emphasized (e.g.
reflection of direct object plural in Old Georgian only in verb, in Svan - in masdar and verb ...).

During the dissertation work processing, relevant empirical material was developed: dictionaries, Svan
texts published to date. The research also includes materials recorded personally by me in various parts of

Georgia under field conditions.
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Research methods: The paper utilizes systematic, synchronous, structural, descriptive methods of
empirical material research. The issue has been processed mainly on the basis of analysis and in some
cases comparative-contrast studies.

Core research outcomes: The work fully describes Svan masdar in terms of structural-semantic aspect
and functionality as far as possible. The formative affixes is presented in tabular forms. Nominal and
verbal categories in Svan masdar with regard to literary Georgian are described. The emphasis is made
on the Common Kartvelian roots, formants and categories represented in masdar; However, the Svan
specificity is also emphasized in order to present the perfect picture. The research has shown remarkable
results, which I hope will provide appropriate assistance to the specialist of Kartvelian language and
those interested in the issue.

Scientific novelty of the work: The work is the first attempt of monographic study of Svan masdar. In
structural terms it is a novelty to systematically describe and characterize Svan masdar forms; Also, to
reveal all the peculiarities and specificities of Svan in this segment ( in deverbative nominals) in relation
with literary Georgian. The work presents paradigms of declension of masdars of different structure, as
well as a systematic description of the verbal categories characteristic of the Svan masdar, such as: plural
of the object, voice, the multiplicity of action, etc.

Theoretical and practical significance of the work: The work will contribute to the study of: the
grammatical structure of the Svan language itself; of archaic vocabulary and hence of the Kartvelian
linguistic world. The research outcomes are important for general and Kartvelian linguistics,
comparative grammar of Kartvelian languages, as well as practical course in Svan language.

Volume and structure of the dissertation work: The dissertation work contains 160 computer-printed
pages. It consists of an introduction, history of the issue study, 23 chapters classified into four
paragraphs, and 20 sub-paragraphs of core conclusions. List of informants/narrators and literature (180
units in total) is added to the work.

History of studying the issue

The Svan language called attention to due to its archaic vocabulary and grammar structure still in the
18-19th centuries. The first fixation of Svan data was made by foreign travelers, diplomats, researchers.
Scientific study of Svan subdialects is related to the name of Nicholas Marr. Akaki Shanidze specified
the basics of the division of the Svan dialects, the names of the dialects: Upper Bal, Lower Bal, Lashkhian
and Lentekhian. The scholar gave a classic explanation of Svan umlaut. Some issues of Svan language
structure are given in the works of H. Fihnrich, G. Machavariani, M. Kaldani, K. Dondua, G. Deeters,
Al. Oniani, Z. Chumburidze, I. Chantladze, M. Chukhua, E. Osidze, L. Palmaite, N. Abesadze, M.
Sukhishvili's .... A landmark in the study of Svan is Varlam Topuria’s fundamental work, the handbook

of kartvelologists "Svan Language. I. Verb". The Topuria’s assessment of the complexity of the Svan
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verb is as follows: “The Svan system of conjugation is Kartvelian. The verb has the same categories as
the Georgian and Zan. The mechanism of the Kartvelian verb is complex, but of Svan - especially. It has
more inclusive-exclusive forms, Perfect and Pluperfect, Future Imperfect, etc. This raises questions
about their genesis and primacy. [ Topuria 1967: 175].

Among the terms introduced in Kartvelological linguistic literature by A. Shanidze infinitive and
by A.Chikobava masdar, I prefer the term masdar which in this case is more suited to the specificity of
the Kartvelian languages - as the term denoting a nominal originated from the personal verbal form,
and not infinitive = of European languages. Svan masdar is extremely noteworthy in terms of
construction, formantive elements, semantic aspects, functionality...as well as in relation to other
Kartvelian languages. Unlike literary Georgian, Svan masdar  distinguishes categories of voice and
multiplicity, reflects the plurality of an object, which defines its specificity and diversity, and
underlies the difficulties which are particularly evident in lexicological work — when it is difficult
to reflect masdars and to convey their content properly and perfectly in Georgian: As is known,
the academic edition of the Svan-Georgian Dictionary was planned in 1936 and an intensive collection of
lexical material started. The guidelines that should be basis for the dictionary how to give the masdar
into a vocabulary are formulated by Maxime Kaldani as thus: “One group of masdars gives the opposite
forms of the active and passive voices. The translation (e.g., lidge-lideg "extinguishing") cannot reflect
this difference, since lidge is an active voice ("extingushes") and lideg is passive ("disappears"). This type
of masdara (in the Dictionary) has  grammatical characterization (this seems to be more economical
than giving personal forms in parentheses for translation)” [Kaldani 2000: 905]. In the preface to the
V.Topuria and M.Kaldani’s “Svan Dictionary” Prof. I. Chantladze writes: "It was originally meant to
denote acaregory of multiplicity and plurality of objects in a verb, masdar and particle ... Sometimes it
was difficult to draw a line ... Practical work drew our attention to the issues which may not have come
to the foreground during the theoretical work - some of them are not even discussed in the
professional literature.”

Some issues related to the masdar in Svan are investigated and discussed in the works of A. Shanidze,
V. Topuria, G. Machavariani, Al. Oniani, Z. Chumburidze, I. Chantladze, R. Chkadua, M.
Sagliani, K.Margiani...

The analytical material presented in the work is extracted from: V. Topuria and M. Kaldani’s “Svan
Dictionary”, “Etymological Dictionary of Kartvelian Languages”, “Svan Prose Texts”, “Chrestomathy of
Svan Language”, Arsen Liparteliani’s “Svan Dictionary”, “Kodori Chronicles”, B. Nizharadze's “Svan-
Georgian-Russian Dictionary”, M.Chukhua’s “Comparative Dictionary of the Kartvelian languages and
Dialects”... Additionally, the masdar forms recorded by me after the last- five-years’ working on the

subject in various parts of Georgia are added to them. Of Svan four dialects the work analysis Upper Bal
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material. In addition to the basic research topics - Svan masdar - core structural models, rules of
distribution of formative affixes, declension of infinitives, syntactic functions, verbs without masdar,
unmarked masdars, nominal and verb categories in masdar, in the present work 1 tried to focus on
specificities, i.e. to demonstrate as much as possible the peculiarities of voice (active and passive),
expression of category of multiplicity, reflection of object plurality in masdar in relation to

literary Georgian.

Summary of the work

Chapter L. Structural frameworks of masdar in Svan
According to the formative structural frameworks there are four types of masdar in Svan: with prefix-
suffix, with prefix, with suffix and without affix (unmarked). The masdar formative affixes are: mainly
prefix li-; prefix-suffix li-e; confix li-e, li-i; li-w; suffixes: -a; -ob; -e-wa; Svan masdar is mainly
derived from the present forms: amare ,prepares” > li-mar-e ,preparing®, xacwene ,shows™ > li-
cwen-e , showing®...
Distribution of li-, li-i, li-e affixes of masdar depends on the present screeve suffixes [-e; -i; -a; - 0 ].
The distribution rules of affixes can be determined on the ground of present series forms [Oniani, 1998:
262]. However, these rules have exceptions, for example: anghri ,,is coming* — li-qed ,,coming™ (cf. Old
Geo. mou-qd-ebis); esghri ,,is going away* — Iizi ,,going away®, xala ,,feels hurt/offends* — li-lon-e
»feeling hurt/offending®...
Prefix-suffixal formation: In Svan li-e confix derives:
1. masdar of Active voice verbs: li-tpur-e "skinning" ...;
2. masdars of active semantics of the verbs with root ablaut: li-fxz-e li-fxzh-e "deploying/spreading”...;

3. masdars of intransitive verbs (with final present —a) li-lon-e ,,feeling hurt/offending*...;
4. masdars of intransitive verbs (with unmarked present): li-sgwr-e “sitting” ...
5. causative form of all kind of masdar: li-zgun-e "settling" ...

A confix li-i derives the masdar of those verbs which present Active voice has an allomorph -i: i-
twr-i learns“ > li-twr-i ,learning”, asqg-i ,;makes/does” > li-sg-i ,,making/doing™... Masdar of one
group of verbs of Middle-Active voice is also derived by means of li-i prefix-suffix: Kil-i ,,screms® >li-
kil-i ,screaming”, sub-i ,,dances” > li-swb-i ,,dancing®...

The masdars with li-w suffixes are: li-hxexu¢as-w ,being husband and wife/matrimony*,  Etsr. li-
xexu-li-Cas-w  being husband and wife/matrimony®, li-tlaghur-w ,being daughter/sister-in-law*, li-

mgir-w ,being wives of brothers®, li-swnéj-w ,relation between godparents and parents of child*, li-
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jmah-w enmity*, li-simak-w ,maidenhood®.... Due to the "masdar nature" of li- prefix V. Topuria
discusses the nominal of this group as masdars, and the forms derived by means of —ma prefix — as
abstract ones : (méi-gid ,sleeping”, ma-Zar ,boring“, m i-xiad ,joy“, UB. ma-shona , envy“,
Lashkh. ma-ywr-a ,0ath®)... .. Z. Chumburidze, Al. Oniani characterize these latters as abstract
nominals rather and not masdars.

Based on the data of V.Topuria's fundamental work as well as empirical material obtained by me, the

nominals derived by means of li-w  confix (li-msgéj-w ,,son offspring/posterity/to celebrate the birth of
son®, li-hehucas-w ,being husband and wife/matrimony®, li-mar-w ,manliness/human dignity*, li-

swngj-w relation between godparents and parents of child...) are masdars in Svan.

Prefixal derivation: The prefix li- mainly derives the masdar of the Passive voice verbs; Of the
Active voice verbs the ones which are unmarked in present derive the masdar by means of li- prefix.
As processed analytical material and Svan dialectal data reveal the use of li- formative prefix is much
more common than of other formative markers.

Passive: kwesni ,,is broken, li-kwe$ ,breaking®, fxezni ,,is disbanded®, li-fxez ,,disbanding...
Active:  xe$gwem,asks/begs”, li-§gwem ,asking/begging”, agem ,builds/constructs”, li-gem
,building/constructing®...

It is noteworthy that today for the masdar Ii-tw "running away/escaping” with prefixal derivation is
historically assumed the confixal derivation: Svan li-tw ,running away/escaping is naturally
corresponds with Georgian vIt- /i-vlt-is ,runs“ si-vit-ol-a ,running”, Megrelian rt-/nt- - tr-
ebe /nt-ebe ,,running away/escaping“ and Laz o-mt-in-u ,running away/escaping® . The Svan — tw is
derived from  *-wlt- via losing of 1- and as a resualt of w- metathesis - infinitive IT-tw < *li-wlt-
w [Sarjveladze, Fahnrich 1990: 126];

The length of the prefixal vowel is also noteworthy in li-tw ,running away/escaping”. In Topuria-
Kaldani's "Svan Dictionary", in the “Etymological Dictionary of Kartvelian Languages”, M. Chukhua's
“Comparative Dictionary of Kartvelian Languages and Dialects” only some masdar forms are attested
which are derived by means of prefix Ii- with long vowel: li-tw ,running away/escaping, Ii-z-i
,walking®, Ii-t-e ,giving one’s share, II-qwisg ,saying“, IT-cw ,loughing”, I1-§g-i ,,milking",
Ii-4dn-e ,,forgetting®, li-§w-e ...

According to the structural frameworks, the length of prefixal vowel was revealed in all types of masdar.
The question arises: What caused the length of the prefixeal vowel? This is the compensatory length in
the following lexemes: II-tw < *li-wlt-w ,running away/escaping®, Ii-z-i < *li-gzi ,,walking“, 11 -qw1
sg // *Ii -quma< *li-tquma... In masdar I -z-i < *li-gzi “walking”, simplifying of gz complex in
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Svan resulted z, which is lengthened due to loss of a preceding vowel g-. The archetype *gz must be
reconstructed on the Common-Kartvelian level [Sarjveladze, Fahnrich 1990: 81]. The length of the
prefixal vowel in masdars is therefore qualified as compensatory length since these are quite archaic
lexemes and show exact correspondences in all Kartvelian languages. I believe that we should deal with
the same kind of length in the rest of the masdars, as well: I-ew ,,Jaughing®, I-§g-i ,,milking®, Di-§dn-e
“forgetting”.

Masdar or abstract nominals with —ma prefix? There is a difference of opinions among the scholars
regarding the one group of nominal in Svan. In these nominals ma- prefix is detached: ma-lat ,love*,
ma-kap ,,trust”, ,,decision”, ma-mdir ,,laziness“, ma-zdb ,leisure/free time®, ma-zor ,,pitiness“... Arn.
Chikobava considers the parallel forms of ma-lat ,love*/li-lat-w ,,loving®... type to be of particular
value as an demonstration of the class-grammatical category. According to V. Topouria, Z.
Chumburidze, Al. Oniani the forms with ma- prefixal formation are abstract nouns and not masdars. I
agree with this standpoint since on the ground of my observations on empirical material the forms with
ma- and li- prefixes do not freely alternate each other: ma-lona/li-lone ,,feeling hurt/offending™ lexemes
have different useing spheres of semantic nuances.

Suffixal formation: Suffixal formation in Svan masdars is represented via Common Kartvelian -a and
Georgian -ob affixes. The masdar with -a suffix in Svan is characteristic of root-ablaut verbs: -a suffix
revealed in Svan xwit-a ,exterminating™, kwis-a ,,braking cwir-a - ,,abandoning, betraying”, kwic-a
-,cutting, cutting off”... forms corresponds to the Georgian —a and Megrelian-Chan —a suffixes.

Masdars with —ob saffix: The number of this group of masdars is low. But I’ll dicuss them as
separate structural models with  different content. Masdars with —ob suffixes are: dir-ob < (diir

,,bread”),feasting®, ewir-ob ,time for abandoning, betraying”, kwix-ob “time of great frost". The

masdars with —ob suffix structurally freely alternate the ones with —a suffix. The masdars derived by
means of both types (-a and -ob morphemes) freely adapt the forms with li- prefix and li-i li-e

confix: qac-ob/qac-a /li-qc-e “perishing” ...Today, in Svan the transition trend of suffixal derivation to
confixal one: xwit-ob /xwit-a > li-xwet / li-xwt-e “destroying/wiping out” is observed.

Masdars with —ew-a double suffix: t-éw-a/ t-dw-a "fuss, blizzard",tont-éw-a "noise" ... M.Saghliani
calls these forms onomatopoetic lexical entries and genetically links -&w(a)/-ew(a) suffix with
Georgian —ial in zrial-, srial-, Zrial- forms. On the basis of observation on Svan material, checking

the material with informants, it can be said that in Upper Bal these lexemes semantically associated with

noise freely adapt the "traditional" forms with li-e confix and in the living speech parallels forms are

also attested: t-dw-a/li-tiw-e ,,fuss, quarrel”...
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Unmarked masdars are: x3l ,,gun sound®, 3gwib ,,sound of interpting™; dyil ,,sound of teraing uo*;

bi¢kw ,,sound of exploding/splitting up®... In the professional literature different terms are used to
denote these types of the forms without affix: primary masdars (Arn. Chikobava, R. Chkadua, M.
Saghliani, "deverbative-verbal" stems - A. Davitiani) ... [ prefer the term - unmarked, since the above
forms differ from the masdars of different structure by unmarked feature. In speech these unmarked
lexemes are derived by means of li-i/li-e confixes.

Phonic vocabulary in masdars: The onomatopoetic, phonic lexical entries are typical for all
languages. One part of forms qualified as masdars by M. Saghliani is the result of combination of two
different stems/roots (i.e. via contamination): z[Jrz3n ,,quaking®, flrz3n ,,shivering, quaking®, tur$iin
“banging/slamming” ... These nominals are the "primary masdars" from which new verb forms are
derived, sometimes with slightly changed semantics.

It should also be underlined that the archaic nature of Svan vocabulary and the special ability of Svan
word-formation are clearly evident in the masdars, as well. For example, just suffixal masdars can derive
six masdar forms, the Georgian translation, without a description, conveys only two forms of these six

ones: initial and causative:

Suff. form. Suff. form. | Passive Active Mult. Caus.

xwit-a ,destroying” | xwit-ob li-xw-et li-xwt -e li-xwt-al li-xt-un-aw-ne
cwir-a ,,abandoning, | cwir-ob li-cwer li-cwr -e li-cwr-il li-cr-un-aw-ne
betraying®

kad-a ,,destroying/wiping | kad -ob li-ked lik-de li-kd-l li-kd-un-sw-ne
out®

Thus, the Svan "masdar world" is quite diverse in terms of structural forms, in relation with literary
Georgian and Zan, specificity, archaisms, lexical composition and semantic aspects. In this diversity

phonic vocabulary participates, as well.
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Chapter II. Verbal categories in Svan Masdar

In terms of expressing nominal categories, Svan masdar fully repeats the Georgian situation.
According to verbal categories, there is significant differ according to the reflection of voice,
multiplicity, plurality of object.

Expressing the voice in masdar of Svan verb: In relation to literary Georgian it is noteworthy that in
Svan masdar active and passive semantics is clearly expressed contextually, structurally it is
distinguished by parallel pairs — by masdar forms of active and passive voices. In Svan the voice
category is not expressed in all infinitive forms, but only in one type of masdars. These are the infinitives
of the verbs with root ablaut respectively with two masdar forms derived by means of li-e confix for

active and li- suffix for passive.

Passive Active
li-xep »oursting” li-xp-e ,.bursting (of a small object)*
li-cel »tearing, tearing off* li-cl-e ,tearing, tearing off™
li-gel ,tearing, chopping®... li-gl-e ,.tearing, chopping®...

Historically, the situation is assumed to be different. The opposing Svan masdar forms should not have
been distinguished according to the voice in the earlier era. The masdar of li-kwe§ type has historically
been neutral in terms of voice as any of li-ked, and li-mar-e type. Even at the synchronic level,
different masdar forms of active and passive voices are attested only in Upper Bal and Lower Bal. The
tendency of breaking of secondary ablaut opposition of active-passive stems has already been
observed in the Lower Svan dialects.
Expression of the multiplicity of action in the masdar of Svan verb: Svan verb and masdar are also
characterized by the grammatical expression of the category of multiplicity of action with the appropriate
affix. Structurally the masdar expressing multiplicity always have the model li-d1 and li-jél:
Multiplicity of action is expressed by the multifunctional -1  morpheme in the following masdars: li-
zel-4l ,walking”, li-mxub-4l ,brotherhood®, li-pezun-4l ,hide-and-seek®...
The singlicity-multiplicity opposition is evident in the following forms:

li-pez ,,hiding* li-pezun-4l ,hide-and-seek*

li-mar-e ,,preparing‘ li-mar-4l ,,preparing®,

Li-ckwew-i ,knee bending”“  li-¢kwén-jel ,kneening repeatedly”.
I share the standpoint that suffixe of multiplicity -l gives a semantics of passive in one type of

verbs, that is evident by the comparison of oppositional pairs: My attention was focused on the
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masdars with -l suffix, which have clearly expressed passive content with respect to the

corresponding forms without suffix (evidently having active semantics) [Margiani 2007: 70]:

Active Passive
Li-nbén-i ,,swearing li-nban-41  ,,Sb swears “
li-gwn-e ,lying down* li-gwn-dl (igwnil e3a)
Li-I¢e (il¢e e3a ecas) »mouring* Li-I¢al (il¢al e3a)

li-éize (4¢1ze eja ecas)

,» son-in-law in bride’s family* li-¢1 z-41  (i-¢iz-4l e%a)

li-cwil-e (4-¢wil-e e3a ecas) ,,briding™ li-gwil-al (i-cwil-dl e3a)...

Expression of the causative category in masdar: In modern Svan the causative category is expressed by
means of the -un, -wn, -n affixes both in the personal verbal form and in masdar. Causative masdar is
derived only by means of li-e confix: lisgi ,,making/doing*, li-sg-un-e ,,make sb do/make sth.”, li-gem
»constructing”,  li-gm-un-e ,make sb construct sth®, li-starun-41 , making the sign of cross®“, li-
starun-al-wn-e , making sb make the sign of cross”... Svan especially likes the double causative, when
the -wn affix is used in the personal verbal form , and therefore in masdar twice. Selected by: li-tx-un-e
> litx-un-dw-n-e “returning/coming back”, “making sb returning/coming back”.

Like in Georgian in Svan not all types of verbs and masdars have causative derivation: Causative forms
are not attested in the masdar derived by means of phonic vocabulary; in the masdars derived by means
of -a, -ob suffixes; in the masdars of li-w confix derivation. The causative category can be expressed
only in the masdar derived by means of li-e, li-i, li- prefix-suffixes.

Expressing the plurality of object in masdar: In relation to other Kartvelian languages, it is of great
interest that the Svan masdar distinguishes the plural of object, which conditions the plurality of
forms and variety of semantic nuances, but structurally - a kind of "oppositional" pairs of masdars:
li-rd-i li-rd-4l-i »growing of one and growing of lots”

li-ng-e li-ng-4l-i ,,baking of one and baking of lots*...

To denote the multiplicity of object, the following suffixes are used in the Svan Upper Bal subdialect: -
al, -el, -idl (jal), -ar, - ar (-ul), -ir. It should be noted that in expressing the plurality in masdar in
Svan a kind of unification of forms takes place. The observation has demonstrated that the masdars

derived by means of confix li-I, li-e and prefix li- move to the formation of li-i type, and the

infinitives with zero-suffix - to the li-e structure.

li-kén-e > li-kén-4l-i ,bundling, binding*
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li-twr-e > li-twr-dl-i ,,igniting™
li-d<i > li-d-4l-i ,putting”...
Infinitives with zero suffix : li- : > -dr-e:
li-deg > li-dg-3r-e ,.extinguishing®
li-be¢w > li-b¢k-tir-e ,.chopping/splitting™
The masdars expressing multiplicity of action and a plurality of objects, the specificity of which cannot

be conveyed in Georgian, have similar -4l affix, but they are different in structure. In my observation,

the structure li--4l is attested in the form of multiplicity and the structure li-dl-i in the masdars
expressing plurality;
li-z-i > li-zel-4l ,walking once* > , walking many times*®...

li-rd-i > li-rd-4l-i ,,growing ofone > ,,growing of lots®...

Expressions of direction in Svan masdar: In Svan masdar the direction is expressed by means of
preverbs zi-, ¢u-, sga-, ka-; e.g. zilizi ,,walking up“, ¢ulizi ,,walking down®, sgalizi ,.entering*,
kalizi ,,going out™ etc. Such forms of direction are opposed by the undirected ones without preverbs: lizi
"going away". The preverbs deriving the aspects (la-, an-, ad-, es-) are not confirmed in masdar. Unlike
Georgian, the opposition according to aspect isn’t characteristic of it. Addition and not addition of
preverbs Zi-, ¢u-, sga-, ka- does not create an aspectial opposition. As far as the forms like: lisgi /zi
lisgi ,,making/doing®, li$xi/¢u lisxi ,.burning“, lizi / sga lizi, ka lizi “walking”... do not differ in
terms of aspect. R. Chkadua's observation on the masdars derived by measn of -a suffix via adding the
simple preverbs to derive perfect aspect is noteworthy: except for the specific expressions, the masdars
with —a suffix are attested in ordinary speech in various case forms. They can be added by ¢u- and ka-
preverbs, but not in terms of denoting direction, but of the aspect. isge ¢u tefa-s mag micxa (LB) "I
prefer to lose everything than you"; ka bera isga kema-d xespi (LB) "The loss was becoming
increasing" (Sv. Dic. 779)...

I share R.Chkadu’s standpoint on denoting not direction, but aspect by adding of simple preverbs, but
since this is not a systemic nature, it does not cover other type of masdars. Naturally, the
hypothesis remains valid that unlike Georgian in Svan masdar a preverb has the function to
express direction and not to derive an aspect, especially, then when the number of masdars with —a
suffix is too low in Svan. In the above given examples, the masdars with preverbs and without them are

freely substituted each other.

36



Some verbs without masdar in Svan: There are a group of verbs that has personal forms but they

cannot derive masdars. Like Old Georgian, these are mostly static verbs. Svan verbs without masdar are:
xozi "is far away, is distance... far away", xesmi "hears", cua "is obtained, is spread", dn¢in '"expects,
thinks", xabza "thinks, considers, is grateful®, xat[lm "sth is wrong with sb/sth" ... Theoretically it was
expected, but neither in modern Svan speech nor in the dictionaries the following masdar forms are
attested: *lizne < xozi "is far away, is distanece ... far away"; ;*lisem < xesmi ,.hears; *licue < cua ,,is
obtained, is spread ; *litim < xat{lm ,,Sth is wrong with sb/sth®; *lin¢ir< &n¢in ,.expects,

thinks/considers” ...

Chapter II1. Nominal categories of masdar
Declension of masdar in Svan: Svan masdar is declined as a noun of proper stem. The declension

marker system according to the masdar is of the following type in Upper Bal:

Nom. -0

Dat. -S

Erg. -d

Rel. -8, -48, - ém-i§
Instr.  -$w

Adv. -d

In order to give a full picture, I tried to reflect structurally all types of masdars in the declension

paradigms of without affixal, prefixal, confixal and suffixal derivation:

without affix: skwif ,,sound of stick striking*

Prefixal: li-qwesg ,,sneaking/creeping

Confixal: li-prisd-e ,baptizing/christening™

Suffixal: cwira ,abandoning, betraying®, méjdar-ob ,hunger*
Causative: li-gn-un-e  ,,make sb plough*

Multiplicity: li-pikw-én-4l ,,disappointing/frustrating"?

Nom. liprisde ,baptizing/christening™ lizodune ,lengthening™
Dat. liprisde-s li36dune-s

Erg. liprisde-d li¥6dune-d

Rel. liprisd-ém-i$ li?6dun-ém-i$

Instr. liprisde-§w li36dune-sw
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Adyv. liprisde-d lizodune-d

Nom. kwisa ,,breaking® cwira |, leaving, betraying®
Dat. kwisa-s cwira-s

Erg. kwiisa-d cwira-d

Rel. kwis-as cwir-as

Instr. kwiga-§w cwira-§w

Adv. kwiisa-d cwira-d

Nom. litwdl ,birt, giving birth“ liftkkwanél  ,,disappointing/frustrating
Dat.  litwél -s lifikkwan4l-s

Erg.  litwdl -d lifikwanél-d

Rel.  litwél -i§ liftkkwan4l-i§

Instr.  litwél-$w lifikkwanil-$w

Adv.  litwél-d lifikwanil-d

Nom. lisdab ,,working, labour ligwesg ,,sneaking/creeping*
Dat. lidéb-s ligwesg-s

Erg. lisdab-d liqwesg-d

Rel. lisdab-i$ ligwesg-i$

Instr. lisdab-sw ligwesg-$w

Adv. lisdab-d liqgwesg-d

Towards the plural number in Svan: Of the nominal categories a masdar/infinitive has only a
declension in Svan and is declined like a noun of proper stem. Changing according to number is not
characteristic of infinitive and just this view is dominated in linguistics. However, it should be noted

that like the literary Georgian the forms: kitxva — Kitxvebi “question — questions”, §roma - $romebi

“work — works”... are also revealed in Svan and are derived by measn of -dr suffix:
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li-yr -&1 ,,song* — li-yr-al-dr ,,songs®,
Li-8dr-dl ,,game*“ - li-§dr-al-dr ,,games™ are qualificated as the plural of masdars. Old Svan songs
are marked by means of lexeme: liyral-dr: jwinel lu$nu liyral-dr lix: lile, laguseda, riho, gaul-

gavhe... “Old Svan songa are: Lile, Lagusheda, Riho, Gaul-gauxe...”

Chapter IV. Syntactic aspects of masdar in Svan

Syntactic functions of masdar in sentence: According to syntactic functions, the masdar can function

as a subject, direct object, indirect object, simple object... E.g. simple object: cxdman i kiman "with
growing and increasing” ... The traditional Svan New Year greeting is as follows: zdj geri ml]cédi

xofa zdjs uw jicddi, cxdiman i kiman uw alhidélxi "Let the deity of time changing bring good
new year, and be happy with growing and increasing in number."

Masdar in phraseology and expressions: Svan madar participates in paronyms, composites,
phraseologisms and expressions: limzir-liqgardl "praying and begging"; kinéxikwiica "shaming" (/it.
“public  humiliation/disgrace”); kwinisida "salvation" (/iz. "saving the soul"); bolikéida
"destroying/wiping out"; liged$w qedni “Sb’ll come by all means”. The following masdars are mainly
used in phraseologisms: li-tw$-81 ,hugging”, li-qed ,.,coming®, li-blok-e ,,destroying/wiping out®...
According to structure only the masdars derived by means of li-e  li- affixes are attested is

phraseologisms. Only a few masdars with prefix (with a suffix), -41 affix of multiplicity and causative

ones are revealed: dagr-a, li-tw$-81 ,hugging®...

Conclusions:

1. According to the view accepted in linguistic literature, unlike the Indo-European languages in which
the personal verbal forms are based on infinitive, in Kartvelian languages the picture is vice versa:
masdar is originated from the personal verbal present forms. That is why I gave advantage to the term
masdar introduced by Arn.Chikobava than the term infinitive introduced by Ak.Shanidze.

2. According to the structural frameworks, there are four types of masdar in Svan: of prefix-suffix,
prefix, suffix and without affix /(unmarked). Masdar derivative affixes are: li- ;  li -e; li-i;  li-w;
Kartvelian -a; Georgian -ob; -ew-; without affix: -0. The oldest, most archaic from  from these

frameworks should be suffixal [-a] formation.
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3. In Svan masdar is mainly derived from the present forms. The distribution of the li-, li-i, li-e affixes
depends on the present screeve suffixes [-e; -i; -a; - 0]. Observation on empirical material demonstrates
that the distribution rules have exceptions.

4. In the masdars having Kartvelian correspondences the length of the prefixal I - is explained by the
loss of the root sound, and therefore is qualified as compensatory length: Ii-tw < *li-wlt-w ,running
away/escaping*, II-z-i < *ligzi ,,walking®, Il -kwisg / *Ii-kuma< *li-tkuma...

5. The masdars of suffixal formation are relatively small in Svan: Common Kartvelian -a and Georgian
-ob suffixes are freely alternated in the following forms: §déh-a / §ddh-ob "exhausting", cwér-a / cwir-
ob "abandoning, betrayaling" ... In modern Svan the suffixal formation is weak. It is oppressed by
prefix-suffixal and prefixal formation which  gradually dominates: (xwéta > li-xut-e / li-xwet)
“destroying/wiping out”.

6. The Svan masdars with —ob suffix (dir-ob "time of famine", méijdar-ob "hunger", kwix-ob "time
of great frost") ... express the meaning of the process, period, current.

7. In Svan, like in other Kartvelian languages, primary masdars (in relatively small quantities) are
confirmed. Svan unmarked masdars are: 3gwib "ceasing/interrupting”; bickw “splitting/bursting”, Skwif
»beating”, rig, rif, bi¢x...

8. In Svan a group of masdars derived by means of phonic vocabulary is distinguished. These
phonosematic lexemes obtained by root reduplication cannot form the system. But their existence in the
language (even in small numbers) is a fact: z[O0rzdn ,,loud violent shaking/quacking®, t(Jntéwa ,,noise",
tur$iin ,,banging/slamming" ...

8. In terms of the expression of the nominal categories, the Svan masdar fully repeats the Georgian
situation, while according to the verbal categories they differ significantly to reflect voice,
multiplicity, plurality of object.

9. Formation of some masdar forms differ according to the voice of initial verb: in the historical context
another situation is supposed, but at the synchronous level it is of great interest that the Svan language
has a distinctive voice category with respect to Georgian: active and passive, active and passive
content is expressed via parallel forms of masdars: litex — litxe "returning/coming back", lixep-lixpe
"splitting/bursting” ... (mainly in the masdars of the verbs with root-ablaut...). Due to the lack of proper

forms, the Georgian translation cannot reflect these Svan masdar forms opposed according to voice.

10. With respect to other Kartvelian languages, it is also noteworthy that in Svan masdar there is a

multiplicity categoriy: multifunctional —41 and -3r suffixes (and various allomorphs of these suffixes).
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11. Like literary Georgian, Svan masdar is characterized of the category of causative with —un affix;
Almost without exception, this type of masdars are structurally of prefix-suffixal formation: li§ddb >
lisdb-un-e / li3db-un-4w-n-e "working, “make sb work”...

12. Like Old Georgian and unlike modern literary Georgian, the plurality of object is reflected in
Svan masdar:

linge /ling-4l-i ,,baking of one / baking of lots®...

lideg/ lidg-ar-e ,.extinguishing of one / extingushing of lots®...

(cf. Old Geo. kari davqa$ /kar-n-i davqs-en...)

13. The masdars expressing multipliciy of action and plurality of object, the specificity of which
cannot be conveyed in Georgian, are similar to each other with -41 affix, but they are different
structurally - in my observation, the structure: li- -dl-0  occurs at the forms of multiplicity, the
structure li- -4l-i - at the masdars denoting the plurality of object:
li-rd-i > li-rd-dl-i ,,growing of one —,,growing of lots*

li-z-i > li-zel-4l1 ,,walking once® — “walking many times”...

14. Unlike literary Georgian, Svan masdar has no opposite forms according to aspect, as an-, ad-, es-,
la- aspect-formative preverbs do not occur in masdar.

15. In order to denote the direction, a simple preverbs are used in Svan masdar: 7Zi-, ¢u-, sga, ka-.

Consequently, there is directed course and undirected one, but there is no opposition according to
aspect.

16. In Svan, there are verbs without masdar: xozi "is far away, makes smth be far away", xazwib
"emerges, spring soources", cua “ is obtained", dn¢in... Like Old Georgian, the verbs without masdar
in Svan must be reflect archaic picture: (cf. Old Geo. esavs, uvis...).

17. In Svan a masdar is attested in composits, paronyms, phraseologisms, and expressions: kikéfid
liked ,.destroying/wiping out®, hijdodews ligne ,ado, noise“, kwini siida ,,saving/surviving™ (/it.
»saving a soul”), la¢wdano$ i¢wdini ,begs in asking”...

18. In Svan a masdar is declined as the nominal of proper stem. Preference is given to the Kartvelian
type of declension.

19. According to the syntactic functions, in a sentence masdar can have the function of: subjcet, direct

object, indirect object, simple object ....

20. In Svan rare (= figurative) forms of masdars have been confirmed: liftkwanil ,,Awkvardly looking

around of sb left alone®, likiinawél, litlugi, limgérwil, lilhwari...Due to the lack of exact morphological-
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semantic equivalents, translating of these forms not in masdar forms, even with descriptive means, is

quite difficult.
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