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Alkaki Tsereleli State University is one of the largest
institutionsofhighereducation withawide variety of Bachelor, Masterand
Doctoral programs owing to the fact that it has united the former
AkakiTsereteli University, the Technical University and the University of
Subtropical Agriculture, which previously followed the paths of
independent development.

Urnder the resolution of the Central Executive Cominittee and the
Council of People’s Commissars of the Georgian SSR, passed on June
7, 1930, Thilisi Stare University was abolished, which led to the estab-
lishment of four independent higher education institutions on its basis _
medical, pedagogical, financial-cooperative and law institutes.

Under the resolution of the Central Executive Committee and the
Council of Pecple’s Commissars of the Georgian SSR, passed on Janu-
ary 8. 1933, Thilisi State University was restored, moving the Pedago-
gical Institute to Kutaisi. The institute started functioning on February
13 the same year. In 1933-1937 the institute existed under the name of
A. Enukidze Pedagogical Institute and in 1937-1990 _ under the na-
me of A. Tsulukidze Pedagogical Institute. Throughout these years it
prepared highly quelified specialists for West Georgia.

In 1990 the higher education institution was transformed into Kutaisi
Akaki Tsereteli State University, thus crowning the great accomplishments
of by the institution during six decades of its existence.

Kutaisi Niko Muskhelishvili Polytechnic Institute wes given the of-
ficial status on September 23, 1973. The opening ceremony was held
on September 1, 1974 and in 1977 it was named after Academician
Niko Muskhelishvili. The Institute prepared technical engineers and
technological enginzers.

On September 221, 1992 Kutaisi N. Muskhelishvili Polytechnic
Institute was given the status of university and was called Niko
Muskhelishvili Kutaisi State Technical University.
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As mentioned above, the history of Akaki Tsereteli State lﬁ;rzd,\;erﬁé_"
started eight decades ago and nowadays it is known for its custamdlinglyJ 2
traditions and significant contribution to the cultural, intellectual and
moral education of Georgian nation.

Under Resolution #39 passed by the government of Georgia on
February 23, 2006, the legal entities _ Kutaisi Akaki Tsereteli State
University and Kutaisi Niko Muskhelishvili State Technical University
_were reorganized by merging them. The higher education institution
was given the status of university and was called Akaki Tsercteli State
University.

In 1952 with the motivation of contributing to the developrent
of the subtropical agriculture in West Georgia, the Agricultural Institnie
was established in its historical, geographic and economic centre _
Kutaisi. In 1959 the institute was moved to subtropical zone (Abkhazia,
Sukhumi) and was called the Georgian Institute of Subtropical
Agriculture. It prepared agronomists, landscape engineers,
meliorators, mechanical engineers, technological engineers und
agricultural economists for the subtropical zo1e of the former USHR
(Krasnodar Krai, Azerbaijan).

In 2003 it was given the status of university and was called the
Georgian State University of Subtropical Agriculture. On September
1, 2010 (Governmental Resolution # 266) it was named Sukhumi State
Educatiorial University of Subtropical Agriculture. On November [0,
2010, on the basis of Governmental Resolution #3353, the legal entity
_ Sukhumi State University of Subtropical Agriculture was integraicd
into Akaki Tsereteli State University.

Present-day Akaki Tsereteli State University is a legal successor of
Kutaisi Akaki Tsereteli State University, Kutaisi Technical Universiiy
and the Georgian State University of Subtropical Agriculture.

Over cight decades 25 people were honoured to be the rectors of
the institute first, and the university afterwards. Despite dire social
circumstances at times, they worthily carried the heavy burden of

10
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responsibility and did their best to contribute to the developme;?of_ a%/
wide range of sciences. JAl569=l

Generally, the university has gained recognition due to its LR ievi- 101957
ments in preparing professionals in Pedagogical Sciences, Technical
Engineering, Technological Engineering and Subtropical Agriculture.

Currently, there are the following faculties at the university:

1. Faculty of Business, Law and Social Sciences; 2. Faculty of Arts;
3. Faculty of Exact and Natural Sciences; 4. Faculty of Pedagogics;
5. Faculty of Medicine; 6. Faculty of Technical Engineering; 7. Fa-
culty of Technological Engineering; 8. Agrarian Faculty; 9.Faculty of
Maritime Transport in Poti.

These faculties provide 47 Bachelor, 50 Master and 28 Doctoral
programs.

The university has appropriate material-technical base: 18 buildings,
an academic library, a publishing house, the academic journal - "The
Herald of Akaki Tsereteli State University” and the newspaper _"Akaki
Tsereteli State Univerity”.

At present there are 9000 active students, 412 full, associate and
assistant professors and 300 highly-qualified specialists employed on
the basis of the special agreement.

Throughout the past twenty years international relations have proved
to be one of the major priorities for Akaki Tsereteli State University.
The university has established links with the educational institutions of
various countries: the USA (the universities of Missouri _ Columbia,
Missouri Rolla ard Montana), the UK (the universities of Wales and
Tire, Winrock International Institute), France (Versailles University,
Bordeaux Pedagcgical Institute), the Islamic Republic of Iran (the -
University of Guilan), the Republic of Turkey (the universities of
Samsun May 19, Arkara and Ardahan), Israel (Ashkelon University),
Canada (Dalhousie University), Belgium (Leuven Catholic University),
Germany (the universities of Heidelberg, Dusseldorf, Kassel,
Gottingen and Bamberg), Poland (Warsaw University), Latvia (the
universities of Riga and Daugavpils), Lithuania (Kaunas Technolo-
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gical University), Holland (the New European Uni\versity),._l’#!ﬁtﬁjﬁéfv:-' 0

(Khmelnitsky ~National University, Nezhin State University
Azerbaijan (the Medical University), Kazakhstan (the Caspian State
University of Technology), Georgia-Turkey (the Union of Caucasian
Universities), etc.

The university collaborates with the embassies of the USA
Great Britain, Germany, France, Canada, Belgium, Poland, lran,
Turkey, Isracl, Greece, Armenia,Azerbaijan, Ukraineand Latvia, whicharc
accredited in Georgia. Close links have been maintained with the internz
tional organizations - ACCELS, IREX, DAAD, TASIS, the project of civil
education _ GEP, the Goethe International Society, the Goethe Institute.
etc.

The university is involved in the educational programs of ERAZMUS
MUNDUS II: ALRAKIS 1, ALRAKIS 2 and IANUS which facilitate
the mobility of the students and academic staff in the leading European
higher education institutions. A number of students and teachers have
already taken this opportunity.

The academic staff of the university achieve significant success in
international and national scientific grant competitions. Througho
ut the past S years up to 30 projects have been funded by Shota Rus-
taveli National Science Foundation as well as the foreign scientific
foundations of TEMPUS, DAAD, USAID, NATO and Switzerland.
University grants have also been provided for several years.

There are professors from foreign universitics working at the ATSU
and foreign citizens from Poland, Turkey, China, Russia, Nigeria,
Cameroon, Iraq, Latvia and Egypt studying there.

The ATSU has achieved all this step by step. It owes its current image
due to the rectors who were in charge of separate or united higher edu-
cation institutions in different periods.

Since its establishment the university (the institutes) was headed by:

Kutaisi State Pedagogical Institute: 1. Ghentor Rukhadze (1933);
2. David Gvazava (1933-1935); 3. Alexandre Papava (1925-1636); 4.
12
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David Dolidze (1936-1937); 5. Nestor Mekvabishvili (1937) 6 Lf/
ka Chelidze (1937-1962); 7. lvane Goshkheteliani; 8. Konstm }nﬁ” 4
Medzvelia (1965-1973); 9. Givi Chkhaidze (1974-1978); “10. Otar
Bakuradze (1978-1986); 11. Nanuli Kakauridze (1986-1990).

Kutaisi Akaki Tsereteli State University: 1. Nanuli Kakauridze

(1990-1991); 2. Magali Todua (1991-1995); 3. Avtandil Nikoleishvili
(1996-2004); 4. Giorgi Oniani (2005-2006).

Kutaisi State Polytechnic Institute: 1. Nodar Valishvili (1973-
1989); 2. Archil Kostava (1989-1992).

Niko Muskhelishvili Kutaisi State Technical University: |. Archil
Kostava (1992-2002); 2. Amiran Khvadagiani (2002-2006).

Georgian State University of Subtropical Agriculture: 1. Gior-
gi Goletiani; 2. Ivane Giorgberidze; 3. Revaz Chkhaidze; 4. Napole-
on Karkashadze; 5. Vakhtang Pruidze; 6. Guram Kilasonia; 7. Nugzar
Ebanoidze; 8. Roland Kopaliani.

Akaki Tsereteli State University: 1. Giorgi Oniani (2006-2010); 2.
Giorgi Ghavtadze (2010 _ present).

The book aims at presenting their scientific, pedagogical, soci-
al and political activities. It is also worthy of note that the materials
about the rectors of Kutaisi Pedagogical Institute _ Ghentor Rukhadze,
David Gvaza#a, Alexandre (Sasha) Papava, David Dolidze and Nestor
Mekvabishvili _ were have not been known to the public until the
present time since these people were oppressed in 1937. Certain mate-
rials were found in the archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ge-
orgia and the former party archives. This is the first time they have been
published.
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