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BY NIKA GAMTSEMLIDZE

P resident of Lithuania
Gitanas Nauseda visited

Georgia yesterday, on June 10.
The official visit of the
Lithuanian president will be con-
cluded on June 12.

President Nauseda visited the
occupation line, once again
showing Lithuania’s support to
Georgia’s territorial integrity.
The conference was held near the
village of Khuarvaleti. He also
talked with locals in the village
and said that decisions made by
politicians have destroyed the
lives of people near the occupied
territories.

According to the Lithuanian

President of Lithuania Gitanas Nauseda pays
an official visit to Georgia
The visit started on June 10 and will last until June 12.

president, while talking with lo-
cals, he asked what their dreams
were. “They said that their big-
gest dream is to go back to their
homes,” said Nauseda.

“We must make every effort
to raise this issue at various in-
ternational conferences and
events to show them that the
problem is not resolved, and
these territories are still occu-
pied, and we must do everything
we can to change the situation
and fight for these people,” added
the Lithuanian president.

According to him, the inter-
national community is watching
Georgia and in conditions such
as the occupation of Georgian
territories, the country must re-

“It is noteworthy that the
President of Lithuania started
his visit to Georgia by visiting
the occupation line, getting ac-
quainted with the difficult situ-
ation about the barbed wire
fences and the challenges facing
the population, after which we
visited the project of a solar
power plant in Georgia in the
village of Khurvaleti, which is
supported by Lithuania,” said
Akhvlediani.

Today, the President of
Lithuania, Gitanas Nauseda,
will meet Georgian President
Salome Zourabichvili. In addi-
tion, the President of the Repub-
lic of Lithuania will also meet
with the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia Irakli Gharibashvili and the
Speaker of the Parliament
Kakhaber Kuchava.

Lithuanian president visited occupation line near the village of Khurvaleti

Today, President Nauseda will meet Georgian president
Salome Zourabichvili

main united.
State Minister of Georgia for

Reconciliation and Civic Equal-
ity Tea Akhvlediani visited the
occupation line near the village
of Khurvaleti with the
Lithuanian president. According
to her, the visit of the president
to Georgia showcases that the
occupation of Georgian territory
by Russian forces is on the
agenda of the intentional com-
munity.

According to Akhvlediani,
Lithuania is an active supporter
of Georgian territorial integrity
as well as Georgia’s integration
in the EU and NATO. She also
noted that the visit of the presi-
dent of Lithuania to Georgia,
specifically before the NATO
summit, is a clear indicator of
that.
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Davit Zalkaliani: As a
result of our active

diplomatic activities,
the issue of Georgia will

be discussed at the
NATO Brussels Summit

“As a result of our active diplo-
matic activities, the issue of Geor-
gia will be discussed at the NATO
Brussels Summit,” said Georgian
Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani,
commenting on a document pub-
lished by the Alliance, which cov-

ers the issues under discussion, in-
cluding the issue of Georgia.

According to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the issue of Georgia
together with Ukraine is reflected
in the fifth chapter of the Summit
agenda - Support rules-based inter-

national order.
According to him, the issue of

Georgia is discussed in the NATO
priority agenda in all directions, in
accordance with the values   and
values   on which the current in-
ternational agenda is based.
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France to continue
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Weather

Friday, June 11

Day T-storm
High: 26°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 16°C

Saturday, June 12

Day Light Rain
High: 27°C

Night T-storm
Low: 16°C
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Politics

BY NATALIA KOCHIASHVILI

Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe has de-

manded from the Russian Fed-
eration to pay ̂ 10 million includ-
ing interest rates in compensa-
tion for the mass deportation of
1,500 citizens to the Georgian
state, or to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding so that the
compensation can happen
through CoE.

The decision was made at the
meeting of the minister’s com-
mittee in Strasbourg on 7-9
June.

According to the Ministry of
Justice of Georgia, at the March
and June 2021 sittings, Russia’s
position was no longer to refuse
to pay and instead expressed
readiness to transfer compensa-
tion to the CoE and sign a memo-
randum with the organization.

“The Committee of Ministers
reiterated that the deadline for
payment of compensation ex-
pired on April 30, 2019, and ex-
pressed deep concern that the
Russian authorities have not yet
fulfilled their unconditional ob-
ligation to pay fair compensa-
tion,” the Ministry of Justice

CoE obliges Russia
to pay ˆ10 million

to Georgian
deportation victims

by September

More than 2,300 were detained and forcibly expelled and the remaining left Russia
by their own means

The ECHR judgment concerns the arrest, detention and collective expulsion of
Georgian nationals from Russia in the autumn of 2006.

said.
On January 31, 2019, the

European Court of Human
Rights Grand Chamber imposed
Russian Federation to pay 10
million euros for the mass depor-
tation of Georgian citizens from
human rights violations in 2006.

The decision was upheld by 16
judges against one. Enforcement
procedures are handled by the
Committee of Ministers of the
CoE.

The deadline for payment was
set by the European Court of
Human Rights on April 30,
2019, but Russia is still not ful-
filling its obligation. In Decem-
ber 2019, the Committee of Min-
isters urged Russia for the sec-
ond time to pay the compensa-
tion, but in vain.

Russia has been blaming
Georgia for not providing the
precise list of the “victims”,
which “hinders the refund pro-
cess.” Ria Novosti reported that
Russian officials are expecting
Georgia to provide the list of
those affected by the expulsion,
including the exact type of vio-
lation they faced and the amount
of the compensation per person.

BY VERONIKA MALINBOYM

Residents of the Shukruti vil
lage ended their hunger

strike in protest of Georgian
Manganese’s activity after the
company has agreed to compen-
sation.

In its statement released ear-
lier today, Georgian Manganese
noted that the compensation
that the residents of the village
and the company has agreed on
will be paid in accordance with
the assessment of the damage
conducted under the memoran-
dum signed between the village
and the company or the assess-
ment of the Levan Samkharauli
National Forensics Bureau, the
activity of which will also be
compensated by Georgian Man-
ganese:

“As a result of constructive

Shukruti village
activists end hunger

strike, reach an
agreement with

Georgian Manganese

negotiations, the sides have
agreed to have two alternatives
for the conducting of the assess-
ment of the damage. The assess-
ment will either be carried out
based on a model which is out-
lined in the existing memoran-
dum signed by the company and
the village, or, upon the request
of the village residents, the as-
sessment can be carried out by
Levan Samkharauli National
Forensics Bureau. The agree-
ment reached between the two
sides is confirmed by a document
and is legally binding. Individual
contracts are also signed by the
special manager of Georgian
Manganese and the protesters,”
the company’s official statement
reads.

Three residents of Shukruti
village in Chiatura of Imereti
region of Western Georgia have
previously sawn their mouths
shut to protest against the envi-
ronmental damage caused by the
Georgian Manganese mine,
which produces and exports
ferroalloy and manganese ore.
The activists then protested in

front of the US Embassy in
Tbilisi  “to have their voices
heard.”

Residents of the Shukruti vil-
lage demanded that the company
compensate for the damage it
had caused, while the company’s
official position revolved around
the claim that the damage was
caused during the Soviet period
and had already been compen-
sated back then. One of the resi-
dents of the Shukruti village,
Jano Labadze said in an inter-
view with the Georgian service
of Radio Liberty/ Radio Free
Europe that are currently 280
families living in the village, and
some of their houses have al-
ready been damaged to the un-
inhabitable condition.

Residents of Shukruti village
also protested in September
2019 and blocked the road lead-
ing to the mines, which ended
up stopping their operations.

Back then, a special commis-
sion was set up to assess the
damage and process compensa-
tions to the villagers, but in vain.
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June 10, the headquarters of
the Innovation Agency of

Georgia, GITA, hosted the cel-
ebration of the “Italian Innova-
tion and Research Day”, initia-
tive organised annually in
memory of the Italian-universal
genius Leonardo Da Vinci.  

The Ambassador of Italy in
Georgia, Mr. Enrico Valvo, and
the Deputy Minister of Economy
of Georgia, Mr. Nadareishvili,
awarded two Georgian young
innovators who have been se-
lected for a “Stem Study Visit”
to Italy funded by the Italian
Foundation for Innovation
COTEC within the MoU of coop-
eration with GITA. The winners
will be hosted at “Spici”, an in-
ternational accelerator and cen-
ter for entrepreneurship within
the Technological Pole of the
University of Naples “Federico
II”.

High-level speakers, both
from Italy and Georgia, joined
the event, including the Asses-

Italian Innovation and Research Day celebrated in Georgia

sor of Innovation within Regional
Government of the Italian Re-
gion Campania, Ms. Valeria
Fascione, the President of
COTEC, Prof. Nicolais, and
Prof. Ventre from the university
of Naples Federico II. Further
opportunities to winners will be
provided also in the post-visit

perspective, as explained by the
Rector of the Business and Tech-
nology University of Georgia,
Mr. Enukidze.

Following the ceremony a
“Tech2Tech” session was held,
providing the opportunity to an
interactive discussion between
Georgian and Italian innovators.

The event was streamed live on
social media platforms.

As stressed by Ambassador
Valvo, Italy is proud to have been
one of the first EU members to
establish a bilateral MoU of co-
operation with Georgia in the
field of innovation and technol-
ogy. The Embassy supported the

formal decision by COTEC and
GITA – at the end of 2020 – to
extend the duration of their co-
operation. The Embassy will
keep working towards the aim
of consolidating and expanding
technological cooperation be-
tween Italy and Georgia.

June 10, Finance Minister
Mr. Lasha Khutsishvili and

AFD Regional Director for
Eurasia Ms. Cecile Couprie
signed a Partnership Agreement
on Cooperation Program for
2021-2023 in presence of Geor-
gian Prime Minister Mr. Irakli
Garibashvili and HE Mr. Diego
Colas, Ambassador of France to
Georgia.

Through this new Partner-
ship Agreement, Agence
Francaise de Developpement
(AFD) plans to mobilize about
483 million euros in the form of
loans, technical assistance and
grants by 2024,

France to continue its support to
development projects in Georgia

The planned investment is
oriented towards four main sec-
tors, in congruence with the
Government of Georgia priorities
as well as the Team Europe Ini-
tiatives:

• Water resources man-
agement, irrigation, agriculture

• Urban development and
connectivity

• Energy
• Social welfare and

health
“This agreement is a strong

signal of the AFD Group’s com-
mitment in Georgia, in line with
the Georgian government priori-
ties. It witnesses our willingness

to build a trustful and long-term
partnership in support to fair
and resilient transitions in the
country”, said Cecile Couprie,
AFD Regional Director for
Eurasia.

The Partnership Agreement
came as a conclusion for the first
annual bilateral Consultations
Meeting held in Tbilisi on the
same day, under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Lasha Khutsishvili,
Minister of Finance in Georgia,
and Ms. Cecile Couprie.

The consultations gave an
opportunity for the parties to
review together the progress in
current cooperation activities,
exchange on the practices and
discuss in details the future
projects for 2021-2023, in pres-
ence of Ministry of Finance rep-
resentatives, and AFD main
technical partners.

Opening the session, Mr.
Remi Genevey, AFD Director for
Asia-Middle East-Eastern Eu-
rope presented the AFD’s strat-
egy in the region for the coming
years, and the commitment to
support sustainable develop-

ment responses to climate
change, pursuing fair and inclu-
sive transition, through a sup-
port to urban sustainability,
preservation of natural re-
sources, energy transition and
sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic and political models.

On the occasion of the Annual
Consultations, Ms. Cecile
Couprie conducted a three-day
mission to Georgia, to meet AFD
Group’s current partners and
counterparts in Georgia, donor
agencies, line ministries and rep-
resentatives from the French
and European delegation to Geor-
gia.

French Ambassador to Geor-
gia HE Mr. Diego Colas said:
“During the covid crisis, inter-
national donors, including the
French AFD and team Europe,
pledged support to Georgia, and
delivered significant and quick
support in the energy and health
sectors in 2020.

The time now is to build back,
to consolidate and intensify the
course of reform, to invest for
fair, dynamic, sustainable devel-
opment in Georgia. With the sig-
nature today of a three year part-
nership between France and the
AFD on the one hand, and the
Georgian government and Min-
istry of Finance on the other

hand, to the tune of 150 M euros
per year, France as part of Team
Europe is confirming our inten-
tion to be strong  partner for
Georgia.

We are working so that Eu-
rope and Georgia become closer,
so that strong resilient demo-
cratic institutions consolidate in
Georgia, as well as a dynamic
business environment and mod-
ern, values based partnerships
in all fields.”

“I highly appreciate the sup-
port demonstrated by the Gov-
ernment of France towards po-
litical and economic agenda of
Georgia. A new, 3-year-long Co-
operation Program agreed with
the French Development Agency
once again evidences a solid co-
operation existing between our
nations. It is important that
within the scope of this Agree-
ment, Georgia will receive
around 483 million Euros dur-
ing 2021 to 2023 period. This
funding will be aimed at sup-
porting the reform agenda and
finance the related investments
in Georgia. Once again, I wish
to express my gratitude to the
Government and people of
France for this truly outstand-
ing cooperation” - stated H.E.
Lasha Khutsishvili, Minister of
Finance of Georgia.


