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Opposition Voices Concerns Over
Bidzina Ivanishvili’s Political Comeback

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

iorgi Gakharia, the former

Prime Minister of Georgia,
whom Ivanishvili accused of be-
traying the country in his re-
turn announcement speech,
briefly responded by saying that
Ivanishvili’s ‘excuses were
weak.’

“Good to see Ivanishvili finally
managed to come out of his hid-
ing. Excuses were weak. Chal-
lenge accepted. Happy New
Year!” Gakharia wrote on X.

Lelo party leader Mamuka
Khazaradze responded by ex-
pressing skepticism about
Bidzina Ivanishvili’s ability to
lead the country into the Euro-
pean Union if he is sanctioned
by European partners.
Khazaradze emphasized that
Ivanishvili’s association with a
‘Russian party’ could be an ob-
stacle to the country’s European
aspirations.

“Today, Ivanishvili admitted
that he is sanctioned by America
and Europe and also acknowl-
edged being a shadow ruler. If
Ivanishvili is sanctioned by our
European partners, then how
does he plan to lead our country
into the European Union with
his Russian party?! It was the
gathering of the defeated party,
an action taken by the fearful
Bidzina, who received an order
from Putin. This is precisely
why Russian politics will end in
Georgia in 2024, and this is ex-
actly why we will emerge victo-
rious alongside the Georgian
people,” Khazaradze stated.
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Nika Melia, former Chairman
of United National movement,
responded to Ivanishvili’s return

by predicting his public ‘defeat’
in 2024 and emphasized that
the real catalyst for change lies

in the will of the people influenc-
ing politics, rather than engag-
ing in financial or backstage

power struggles.

“In 2024, Ivanishvili’s defeat
will be public, and it won’t be
Gharibashvili, Kobakhidze, or
Papuashvili who will be defeated.
Instead, it will be the creator of
this vicious political system,
Bidzina Ivanishvili, who will not
transition from one behind-the-
scenes role to another, perpetu-
ating shadow management.

However, in this process, ev-
eryone should understand and
recognize their own responsibil-
ity. Change will happen only
through the will of the people,
reflected in politics, not through
a confrontation of money against
money, one backstage against
another backstage. Today, the
most potent weapon in the fight
to dismantle the vicious system
is the truth—creating the right
perspective for the future, imple-
menting it, and taking public
responsibility for the processes,”
Melia wrote.

According to Roman
Gotsiridze, an opposition mem-
ber of the Parliament of Geor-
gia, by returning to politics,
Bidzina Ivanishvili has not shed
the label of an informal ruler.

“Did the appointment of
Bidzina Ivanishvili as an ‘advi-
sor’ merely shift informal, oli-
garchic governance to solely oli-
garchic, or did it effectively elimi-
nate the informal label? No, of
course not. Firstly, he doesn’t
hold any official position in the
party and is not involved in de-
cision-making. Secondly, even if
he were the party chairman, he
would have no authority to in-
terfere in the day-to-day opera-
tions of the constitutional bod-
ies. So let’s refrain from legiti-
mizing his return to politics by
stating that he is officially back,”
Gotsiridze stated.

Bidzina Ivanishvili Explains His Return to Politics

and Speaks on Giorgi Gakh

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

On December 30, the founder
of the Georgian Dream,
Bidzina Ivanishvili, announced
his return to politics and re-
vealed that he would serve as the
honorary chairman of the party.

In his announcement, Bidzina
Ivanishvili discussed entering
politics in 2018 for specific rea-
sons. He mentioned receiving a
warning from a former EU am-
bassador about potential chal-
lenges for the ruling party, ful-
filling a mission by organizing a
political team and system, and
subsequently leaving politics af-
ter reaching retirement age.
Ivanishvili expressed disappoint-
ment at the ‘betrayal’ by Giorgi
Gakharia, whom he claimed
turned against the country and
the team. Ivanishvili empha-
sized that to save the country

aria’s ‘Betrayal’

from a ‘challenging scenario,” he
assumed the role of an adviser.

“I had to turn to politics for
the first time in 2018. I won’t
bother you anymore by remind-
ing you of the reasons for this
decision. I will only recall the
words of the former EU ambas-
sador, whose family I was
friends with. The ambassador
told me that if I didn’t return,
one month would pass, and noth-
ing would be left of the ruling
party. It was true, and I knew it
very well. However, from what
the ambassador said, I realized
that what I saw and assessed
was visible from the outside as
well.

Then, I fulfilled my mission;
we organized the team from
scratch, built the system, and
only after that, I left politics for
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the second time. Additionally,
reaching the retirement age pro-

vided another honorable reason
for this decision.

The only thing I could not
anticipate was the betrayal of the

country and the team by Giorgi
Gakharia, which occurred just
one month after I distanced my-
self from politics. During that

time, I had assumed the role of
an advisor. Had I not provided
assistance to the team through
consultations, the processes

could have unfolded in the most
challenging scenario for the
country,” Ivanishvili stated.
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Gia Volski Addresses
Ivanishvili’s Return as
Georgian Dream
Chairman, Emphasizing
Sanctions Were Not a
Decisive Factor

The first vice-speaker of the

parliament, Gia Volski, ad-
dressed Bidzina Ivanishvili’s re-
turn to the post of chairman of
the Georgian Dream party and
clarified that the sanctions im-
posed on Ivanishvili were not a
determining factor for his re-
turn.

According to Volski, 2024 is an
important year due to the upcom-

ing elections. He stated that

Ivanishvili’s role as a ‘consolidat-
ing’ force must be taken into ac-
count, as he is “one of the impor-
tant guarantors of stability.”

“The fact is, a large part of
society, including supporters and
others, viewed this step quite
positively. Moreover, given that
it is 2024—an important year
with upcoming elections—
Bidzina Ivanishvili’s role as a
consolidating force should be
taken into account here.

In addition, the opposition
appears to be quite disorganized
and unstable. It cannot be ruled
out that, in such a situation,
their actions may become par-
ticularly aggressive, and sabo-
tage could take more sophisti-
cated forms. It’s important to
note that sanctions were not a
factor in Ivanishvili’s decision,”
Volski stated.

Kakha Kaladze Rejects
Accusations of Informal
Governance Against
Bidzina Ivanishvili as

Political Speculations
Kakha Kaladze, General Sec-

retary of the Georgian Dream
and Thilisi Mayor dismissed ac-
cusations against Bidzina
Ivanishvili regarding informal
governance as mere “political
speculations.”

“Naturally, Bidzina
Ivanishvili’s return to politics is
highly significant, bringing ben-
efits not only to the ruling party
and its team but also to the en-
tire country. Bidzina Ivanishvili
has a lot of support in society,

plenty of resources, and much
respect from the people of our
country. He can truly consoli-
date the ruling team and the
people.

This is the usual political

speculation. I will say it simply:
if a person is the informal ruler
of the country, then why did he
return to politics? If he was gov-
erning the country from the out-
side, as you suggest, why would
he come back?” Kaladze stated.

EU adds world largest Russian diamond-mining
company Alrosa and its CEO to sanctions list

he Council of the European

Union today added Russian
company PJSC Alrosa and its
CEO Pavel Alekseevich
Marinychev to the EU sanctions
list for their actions undermin-
ing or threatening the territorial
integrity, sovereignty, and inde-
pendence of Ukraine.

PJSC Alrosa is the largest dia-
mond-mining company in the
world, owned by the Russian
state. It accounts for over 90% of
all Russian diamond production.
“The company constitutes an
important part of an economic
sector that is providing substan-
tial revenue to the government
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of the Russian Federation,” said
a press release by the Council.

These designations comple-
ment the import ban of Russian
diamonds included as part of the
12th package of economic and
individual sanctions adopted on
18 December 2023 in view of
Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine.

Altogether, EU restrictive
measures in respect of actions
undermining or threatening the
territorial integrity, sovereignty
and independence of Ukraine
now apply to almost 1,950 indi-
viduals and entities. They are
subject to an asset freeze, and
EU citizens and companies are
forbidden from making funds
available to them. Natural per-
sons are additionally subject to
a travel ban, which prevents
them from entering or transit-
ing through EU territories.
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