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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Georgian Dream delega-
tion is now in Beijing for an

official visit to China, and it’s
headed by the party’s chairman,
Irakli Kobakhidze.

During the visit, they met
with Minister Liu Jinchao, the
Head of the International De-
partment of the Chinese ruling
party, along with Deputy Min-
ister Sun Haiyan and Vice Presi-
dent of the Development Re-
search Department of the State
Council, Wang Yiming.

Kobakhidze emphasized that a
strategic partnership agreement
has been signed, and the aim of
their visit is to ensure the proper
implementation of this agree-
ment. He specifically highlighted
that,  both political and economic
cooperation with China are cru-
cial. According to him, this col-
laboration can bring very con-
crete tangible results for Georgia
and the people of Georgia.

“During our official visit to
China, we had meetings with the
head of the International Depart-
ment of the ruling party, Minis-
ter Liu Jinchao, and the Deputy
Minister. Additionally, we held
discussions with the leadership
of the research center under the
State Council to explore opportu-
nities for deepening cooperation.
The past year was historic in
terms of strengthening relations
between China and Georgia.

A strategic partnership agree-
ment has been signed, and our
aim is to ensure the proper imple-
mentation of this agreement,
which is the purpose of our visit.

Georgian Dream Delegation’s Official Visit to
Beijing Led by Chairman Irakli Kobakhidze

We attach great importance to
the development of relations be-
tween Georgia and China.

There are various areas where
relationships can be strengthened.
Our cooperation with China holds
significant importance from dif-
ferent perspectives — political and
economic. This collaboration is
crucial for us, and it has the po-
tential to yield concrete and tan-

gible results for our country and
population,” Kobakhidze stated.

The Opposition is critical of
Kobakhidze’s visit to China. One
of the opposition leaders, Khatia
Dekanoidze, stated that while re-
lations with China are important,
it becomes very dangerous when
the Chinese Communist Party
becomes the sole international
partner for the ruling party.

“We have had economic rela-
tions with China for a long time,
but the first point in the recom-
mendation of the European Com-
mission is the alignment of foreign
policy with the European Union,
and China cannot be the only in-
ternational partner of Georgia.

International partners should
be America, EU, and NATO mem-
ber states who are lobbying Geor-

gia as a future EU member state.
Relations with China are impor-

tant, but when the Chinese Com-
munist Party becomes the only in-
ternational partner for the ruling
party, while Georgian Dream is
kicked out of the family of European
parties, it is very dangerous. Espe-
cially in the period before the open-
ing of negotiations with the Euro-
pean Union,” Dekanoidze stated.

Furthermore, in accordance
with government directives, in-
dividuals within the specified
beneficiary category will receive
full funding for their needs
throughout the entire year.

In addition, as per govern-
ment regulations, individuals
falling within the relevant ben-
eficiary category will receive full
funding for their needs through-
out the entire year. The cover-
age includes:

- Chronic diseases of car-
diovascular, lung, and thyroid
gland

- Type 2 diabetes
- Medications for

Parkinson’s and epilepsy
- Socially vulnerable per-

sons (whose rating score does not
exceed 100,000 units)

- Pensioners
- Veterans
- Disabled persons (in-

Government Initiative Expands Program
for Chronic Disease Medications

cluding disabled children and
individuals with severely or sig-
nificantly disabled status)

- The population living in
villages near the dividing line
with the occupied territories of
Georgia.

The Cabinet of Ministers
members also reviewed the Gov-
ernment of Georgia’s draft reso-
lution titled “On determining the
social package”.

With the recent update, start-
ing from January of this year,
the social package for severely
disabled persons and disabled
children will increase by 50 GEL,
from 340 to 390 GEL.

The financial assistance for all
other categories of disabled per-
sons has been increased by 20
GEL. Notably, the social pack-
age for individuals with signifi-
cant disabilities is raised from
175 to 195 GEL.

The budget, totaling about 46
million GEL, will benefit up to
123,000 beneficiaries through
the increased social package.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Based on the decision made
by the government admin-

istration during the meeting,

there is an expansion in the pro-
gram for treating chronic dis-
eases with medicines. More spe-
cifically, citizens falling under
the relevant category or status

will receive full funding for glau-
coma medication throughout the
year, starting from January 15,
according to the government’s
directive.
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Weather
Tuesday, January 16

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 8°C

Night  Partly Cloudy

Low: 0°C

Wednesday, January 17

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 10°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 2°C
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The News in Brief

BY MALKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

After receiving the candidate
status for EU membership,

the main topic for Georgian poli-
tics has become who gets the
credit for it and how the politi-
cal forces before the elections will
use this in the future.

The Georgian Dream claims
the status as its merit and once
again announces the 4th ‘convinc-
ing victory’ in the upcoming elec-
tions. The opposition considers
getting the status a merit of the
people and considers it possible
to fulfil the 9 requirements
named by the European Union
only in case of a change of gov-
ernment.

The ruling party had planned
a ceremonial celebration but as
it turned out, it was only a cel-
ebration of the Georgian Dream.
Neither the representatives of
the opposition, some of whom
came to the mentioned celebra-
tion, nor President Zurabishvili,
who in the role of an ordinary
citizen was watching the speak-
ers on stage, were allowed to the
microphone.

The leaders of the Georgian
Dream then noted that it was
planned that way - the president
and the opposition did not de-

Georgian Dream’s Political Manoeuvres: Claiming Credit
for EU Candidate Status Amidst Electoral Tensions

serve to speak, because they tried
to prevent Georgia from being
granted candidate status. The
Georgian Dream announced the
status as its merit and thanked
Bidzina Ivanishvili for setting
Georgia on the road to democ-
racy in 2012.

Not at the celebration, but two
days later, Bidzina Ivanishvili
also appeared at the anniversary
of the late Ramaz Chkhikvadze,
a famousGeorgian actor.
Ivanishvili had disappeared
from public space in the last two
years and his appearance was
preceded by a praise campaign
from the Georgian Dream.

During the day, Gharibashvili
announced all the achievements
of the country, including the can-
didate status, as the merit of
Ivanishvili, and at the end of the
day, Ivanishvili appeared. Jour-
nalists were not allowed to visit
him and he did not say anything,
although his sudden appearance
revived the idea that Ivanishvili
is going to return to politics. And
a couple of weeks later, he did
announce his return as a party
Chair and an advisor, promising
to “bring the country to the fi-
nal victory” by 2030.

In the past, Ivanishvili’s re-
turn to politics was often con-

nected with the critical periods
of the Georgian Dream, when it
was close to defeat.

The pre-election positions of
the ruling party are not as solid
as they try to present and
they’re talking about obtaining
a constitutional majority in the
next parliament. The upcoming
elections will be held entirely by
the proportional system, and if
the electoral threshold is reduced
to 2%, pro-Western democratic
parties will form the majority.
That’s why the Georgian Dream
is so adamant to maintain the
5% threshold.

The opposition has not been
able to unite. According to
today’s pre-election surveys,
only the UNM is capable of over-
coming the 5% barrier, but a big
split recently occurred in this
party. Some opposition parties
have even found a new “victory
formula” - if three (or four) op-
position parties cross the 5%
threshold, the majority will be
in the hands of the opposition
coalition. To what extent it is
possible to achieve this is an-
other matter.

Receiving the candidate sta-
tus for EU membership also in-
fluenced the official rhetoric of
the Georgian Dream. They no

longer criticise European parlia-
mentarians, and no one claims
that Georgia will receive the can-
didate status only if it “engages
in war” against Russia, and they
no longer talk about the “global
war party”.

In the upcoming election cam-
paign, the Georgian Dream will
try to claim the status of a can-
didate entirely on its merits and
declares that it has already
started working to fulfil the 9
reservations of the European
Union. The opposition claims
that the government will not
fulfil the reservations of the Eu-
ropean Union and that the gov-
ernment needs to be changed in
the next elections, while the coa-
lition of pro-Western political
parties that came to power will
fulfil these reservations of the
European Union in a few
months.

As for the actual policy of the
Georgian Dream, it has not
changed much. Criticism from
the opposition side followed the
first decision of the Georgian
government as a candidate for
EU membership. Georgia did
not join the European Union’s
decision to extend the
“Magnitsky List”.

The sanctions lasted for three

years. Among the signatories are
Georgia’s neighbours - Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

The anti-Western campaign
continues. Alt-info’s videos of
several individuals burning EU
flags have been circulating on
social media. The opposition sees
the Georgian Dream behind this
and they also point out that Rus-
sia will definitely strengthen its
anti-Western actions in Georgia
before the elections.

The Georgian Dream faced
serious warnings and criticism.
The Venice Commission
criticised Georgian Dream’s
amendments to the electoral
code, which fail to ensure a con-
sensus-based political process,
and a new anti-corruption bu-
reau run by the prime minister.

Xavier Colomina, the special
representative of the NATO Sec-
retary General, was in Georgia
and spoke with the current lead-
ers of the Georgian government
about the importance of the qual-
ity of democracy in the upcom-
ing elections and noted that this
factor will determine the rela-
tionship with NATO. In a word,
the Georgian Dream will not get
away with imitation reforms
and rigged elections.
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Maka Bochorishvili
Stresses Integration
Mechanism Needs at

EU Committee Meeting

At the meeting of the chair-
men of the European integration
committees of the European

Union member parliaments,
Maka Bochorishvili, Chairman of
the European Integration Com-
mittee of the Parliament, stated
that the enlargement policy holds
greater strategic importance and
plays a more significant role to-

day. She added that there is a
need for effective integration
mechanisms and the removal of
existing barriers, enabling can-
didate countries to rapidly inte-
grate economically and politically
into the European Union.

“This year marks twenty
years since the great enlarge-

ment of the European Union,
which has made it possible to
increase the area of peace, sta-
bility and prosperity in Europe,
but has not created the same
situation in the neighborhood,
despite numerous efforts within
the framework of the neighbor-
hood policy. Aggressive actions
of Russia have repeatedly made
it clear that other steps are
needed for a secure future of the
European Union.

The enlargement policy today
holds greater strategic impor-
tance and plays a more signifi-
cant role, and we no longer have
the luxury of allowing the pro-
cess to proceed as slowly as it has
for the last ten years.

We all need effective integra-
tion mechanisms, removing ex-
isting barriers wherever pos-
sible, so that candidate countries
can rapidly integrate economi-
cally and politically into the Eu-
ropean Union. An individual
approach is needed, but oppor-
tunities should be equally pro-
vided to all candidate countries,”
Bochorishvili stated.

Volski Says China
Recognizes Importance

of Middle Corridor

The delegation of the ruling
party, led by the chairman of the
Georgian Dream Irakli
Kobakhidze, is on a working
visit to China. Giorgi Volski, also
part of the delegation, informed
reporters that China recognizes
the strategic significance of the
Middle Corridor.

“China’s stance on the ongo-
ing global processes and the per-
ceptions towards China from our
partner countries—the Euro-
pean Union and the USA—is

widely known. And, of course,
China also understands well the
importance of the strategic loca-

tion of the Middle Corridor,
where Georgia occupies a key
position in such a situation.

The conversation touched on
Georgia’s participation in the
relations between the West and
East, European Union, and
Asian markets. Despite the sig-
nificant difference in resources
between China and Georgia, the
standard of cooperation, which
implies equality, is maintained
here,” Volski stated.


