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KONSTANTINE GAMSAKHURDIA

WOE Is HIM, WHO HAS NO HOMELAND!

/A letter from Germany to a friend in Georgia/

Listen! Now I'd like to talk with you of quite
a different matter. I don't know why, but I've been
watching young Jews with extraordinary interest.

In our days the language of the Jews exists on-
ly in ancient books. 4s to the tongue,which the Ger
man and Russian Jews speak, there are as many Jew-—
ish elements in it, as there are in Georgian. 1In
this way, The German-speaking lot can always under-
stand the Jews who speak Hebrew.

The person, that has obsgserved the life of the
young Jews, can clearly discern two various main-
streams among them. Each of them makes efforts to
handle in its own way that tragism which is called
The Jewish Problem.

Part of them try to get merged into other nati-
ons as soon as possible. They are as if promoting
the completion of the process which is the result
of the perverse motion of the Wheel of History.

The other one is the trend of Zionists. It is
quite a while since their teaching swept along one
part of the advanced Jewish youth., They are calling
their own folk towards Zion.

But do the Jewish people hear their call? And
even though they hear it,is it possible for all the
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Jews, scattered as they are all over the Earth, to
get squeezed through the gates of 0ld Zion?Just fan
cy, what a bell they must be holding in their hand,
s0 that they might turn round the Nation heading for
its peril?! What kind of sweet phandury must they be
Playing, so that once again to resound in their ears
the divine weep of David's Harp?!

Eh, who can divine the black dejection, boiling
in the soul of the Jew, as he walks crooning at sun
set. There's many a Jew, whose soul is radiated by
the hope, that some day, the Jewish Nation will on-
ce again wash its feet, festered with the trudge,in
the holy waters of the Jordan River!

In the corridors of a certain German university,
quite by chance, I was introduced to a Jewish stu-
dent by a German acquaintance of mine., After a chat
or two, I guessed he was a zionist. After a good de
al of association we chummed up with each other.

My Godt What a man of faith he was!... He was
Just crazy about his idea. You were to see him as
he started speaking of Palestine! His pale, freck-
led face would shine up like a sun; his eyes would
broaden. What a whale of strength I read in his co
untenancel...

"In Palestine we, Jews, already have a rather
large settlement,- he'd often say to me,~ there is
a secondary school, too, there. Sure, the children
also speak Hebrew... You see, the Tongue of Moses.!

"Why not, it can be,- I'd answer, though I just
could never fancy anyone speaking the language of
Moses or Solomon... To tell you the truth, neither
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can I believe it now...

As far as I'd heard from his pals, he had a per
fect knowledge of Hebrew. Though I looked upon his
conviction sceptically, I was ever ready to conver-
se with him at my leisure wherever, we met - at the
canteen, theatre or just in the corridors of the Uni
versity... Anywhere...

One day I saw him overjoyed. He post-haste got
a German paper from his pocket and, with great path
os, read to me the news of the fall of Adrianopolis.

"You see, Turkey's in a fix. Now she is pressed
for money, and money is in the hand of our people.
Should things keep pace, they might cede Palestine
to us dirt cheap®.

For a while I again came across him in town a
couple of times, but a month later I had to go else
where. One day in the chronicles of a German paper
I read a tiny note. It saddened me no end, although
it concerned no kith or kin of mine. I learned that
that Jewish acquaintance of mine had committed sui-~
cide. "The reason is unknown", was written at the

end.
It is only now that I recall: he looked unusual

;y crestfallen later on whenever I saw him:"once a
nation loses its land and language, it would rather
die then and there", he said...

To tell the truth, I was amazed at his ambiguo-
us talk.

"Can a soul of such a firm faith be also cursed
with bouts of doubt?i" I thoughf in my heart.

A hard rock's also firm, my dear, a hard rock
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itself, but many a time have I seen its heart split,
with water oozing from it! Man's heart, too, is of-
ten a flinty crag, and so is his faith for that mat
ter - a strong rock, but like that selfsame rock it,
too, proves crackable, wont of tears of doubt...

Hence, 1f Faith is hard as a rock, it's brittle
like glass in the same breatht

The moment I remember that young man,I see the
fate of the Israeli Nation in my mind's eye; toge-~
ther with it, I see the future of the nation which
will lose its land and language...

Indeed, when the two symptoms slip out of a na
tion's hand,it would better die at once. But alas!
It won't die all at once! Death of a nation, 1like
that of a single person, appears bitter, but it is
a hundred-fold bitterer for it lives on, striving
for every breath of its.Woe's the nation that such
a death falls upon! Both friends and foes desert it.
Individuals as well as natios at large have the sa-
me psychology: no one likes a slave, a degenerate.
t's only the great, the fair, a human being full of
sap and strength that are respected in the world,
for the Earth's the portion of the strong lot...So
indeed, woe is him, who has no Homeland!

Beware, man! Don't lose your own Landi¥You'd ra
ther kiss the dusty gates of 01d Zion than the gli-
tter of Baal, as though worshipping the Golden Calf,
otherwise you're sure to regret, but it will be too
late to bite your little fingert

Translated from the Georgian

by ROSA ABNERASHVILY
1913
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