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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

President of Iceland, Guðni
Th. Jóhannesson, visited

the village of Odzi near the oc-
cupation line during his official
visit to Georgia, along with Min-
ister of State of Georgia, Thea

President of Iceland Guðni Th. Jóhannesson
Visits Occupation Line with Georgian

State Minister Thea Akhvlediani

Akhvlediani.
The Office of the Minister of

State reported that President
Jóhannesson learned about the
security situation at the occupa-
tion line in Odzi. He received
detailed information from the
Minister of State and represen-

tatives of Georgia’s State Secu-
rity Service about the situation
in the occupied regions and ef-
forts made by the Georgian gov-
ernment for peace.

Thea Akhvlediani stressed the
importance of maintaining col-
laborative efforts with interna-

tional partners, crucial for safe-
guarding the fundamental
rights and freedoms of the con-
flict-affected population. This
includes ensuring free move-
ment and the unconditional,
immediate release of illegally
detained Georgian citizens.

“It is essential and extremely
important to inform international
partners about the severe conse-
quences of the ongoing illegal oc-
cupation in Georgia, as well as
to actively involve them and
maintain their continued support
in the process of peacefully resolv-
ing the conflict. Consequently,
significant emphasis is placed on
the visit of the President of Ice-
land to the occupation line, where
he had the opportunity to famil-
iarize himself with the security
situation, gross violations of fun-
damental human rights, and
humanitarian challenges. He
also received information about
the illegal barriers erected along
the dividing lines, the prohibi-
tions imposed on free movement,
and the illegal detentions, includ-
ing violations of the lives of our
citizens. Additionally, we intro-
duced the President of Iceland to
the efforts of the Georgian gov-
ernment in terms of de-occupa-
tion, as well as the implementa-
tion of reconciliation and peace
initiatives,” Akhvlediani stated.

“This is a beautiful part of this
beautiful country, and people
here should be able to move
freely and live together peace-
fully. This should be everyone’s
wish. My visit today may be
somewhat symbolic, and what I
can say is that we should not
tolerate such a situation. A so-
lution needs to be found, and the
international community must
understand its obligations,” said
President of Iceland, Guðni Th.
Jóhannesson.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Chairman of the Parlia-
ment of Georgia, Shalva

Papuashvili, has stated that the
President’s veto on the Election
Code is preparation for the
United National Movement to
not recognize the results of the
2024 parliamentary elections.
Shalva Papuashvili accused the
opposition, President Salome
Zourabichvili, several non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and
some foreign actors of being in-
volved in a direct attack and in-
terference in the election process.

“The veto is part of the attack
that is carried out not only on
the CEC chairman or the CEC;
it is an attack on the parliamen-
tary elections. This is the prepa-
ration of the ground so that, tra-

Shalva Papuashvili Condemns President’s Veto as
an Attack and Interference in Elections

ditionally, the United National
Movement and its clones do not
recognize the elections... We see
that the opposition, Salome
Zourabichvili, several non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and
among them, some foreign ac-
tors are involved in this. This is
a direct attack and interference
in the election process,”
Papuashvili stated.

Also, according to
Papuashvili, in her motivational
remarks, the President sug-
gested not sharing some of the
recommendations.

“From here, the conclusion is
drawn that these recommenda-
tions were not something from
which deviation could not occur,”
Papuashvili said.
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Weather
Thursday, March 7

Day Few Showers
High: 11°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 5°C

Friday, March 8

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 13°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 4°C
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Civil servants in
Georgia generally hold

positive attitudes
towards human rights
and gender equality,
says EU-supported

survey

The United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), in
cooperation with the EU and the
Civil Service Bureau of Georgia,
on 29 February presented a new
study shedding light on prevail-

ing attitudes towards human
rights and gender equality in
public service.

It analyses the attitudes of

civil servants from 103 public
institutions towards workplace
equality practices within the
public service, exploring percep-

Parliament Chairman ad-
dressed concerns about the con-
tinuation of what he perceives as
an ineffective or dysfunctional
system in the context of elec-
tions. He criticized some foreign
actors for advocating to maintain
this system, arguing that it un-
dermines the credibility of the
electoral process. Papuashvili
believes that such discussions not

Shalva Papuashvili Condemns President’s Veto as
an Attack and Interference in Elections

only perpetuate the current
problems but also provide a jus-
tification for the radical opposi-
tion to refuse to accept electoral
defeat.

“Regarding this absurdity,
unfortunately, some foreign ac-
tors insist that such an absurd
situation, in which we have been
living for 2 years and which does
not work, everyone has seen that
it does not work, should be left
in force. Those who advise us to

retain the old system in force,
avoid changing the qualified
majority, and refrain from can-
celing the possibility of an oppo-
sition deputy assuming the du-
ties of the chairman, whether
they are Georgians or foreigners,
are essentially pushing us to-
wards discrediting the elections.
I urge all actors—Georgian and
foreign—to consider that such
conversations serve as encour-
agement to the radical opposi-

tion, providing them with an
excuse not to admit defeat in the
elections,” Papuashvili stated.

As he claims, the representa-
tives of the opposition also agree
that during the discussion on the
April 19 agreement, the regula-
tions concerning the ‘qualified
majority’ and the “oppositional
deputy of the CEC chairman”
were written by the mediator.

Papuashvili stated that they
are called upon to fulfill the rec-

ommendation of the Venice Com-
mission, which points to the ful-
fillment of the annulled agree-
ment of April 19.

“There is no April 19 agree-
ment; it’s the same as if you quit
your job and your employer
points you to an old agreement
that no longer exists. Referring
to it is an expert error, and cling-
ing to this agreement is grist to
the mill of radicals,”
Papauashvili stated.
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Parliament Chairman
Papuashvili Meets

President of Iceland
Guðni Jóhannesson

The Chairman of the Parlia-
ment of Georgia, Shalva
Papuashvili, met with the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Iceland,
Guðni Jóhannesson.

Shalva Papuashvili empha-
sized the importance of the first
high-level visit from the Repub-
lic of Iceland to Georgia. He
thanked the Icelandic side for
supporting Georgia’s territorial
integrity and Euro-Atlantic
goals.

According to Guðni
Jóhannesson, it is important
that small states cooperate at
the international level to achieve
common goals.

The press service of the Par-
liament stated that the parties
discussed potential areas of co-
operation between Georgia and
Iceland, including renewable
energy, the fight against climate
change, innovation, and cultural
and educational exchanges.
Guðni Jóhannesson noted that
Iceland has achieved great suc-
cess in the utilization of hydro-
power and geothermal energy.

The Icelandic side stated that
Georgia possesses a unique geo-
graphical location and signifi-
cant potential for utilizing wa-
ter energy. Guðni Jóhannesson
expressed his readiness to share
Iceland’s best practices and ex-
periences with Georgia.

Ambassador Pawel
Herczyñski Urges
Collaboration for

European Integration
The Ambassador of the Euro-

pean Union to Georgia, Pawel
Herczyñski, emphasized the sig-
nificance of consensus and high-
lighted the necessity for politi-
cal parties to collaborate in or-

der to complete the 9 recommen-
dations, despite the considerable

energy and attention demanded
by elections.

“Although there is an election
in October, which requires a lot
of energy and attention, it is
important that, in parallel, all
political parties do their best to
implement all nine recommen-
dations. This means ensuring an
inclusive process on the part of
the government and giving the

opposition the opportunity to
participate in the process.

It requires a constructive ap-
proach from the side of the oppo-
sition. The involvement of civil
society is also important for us.
Therefore, we hope that, despite
the election campaign, there will
be consensus, and everyone will
work together in the direction of
European integration,”
Herczyñski said.

tions of the fundamental values
of human rights, equality and
inclusion.

Findings show that Georgian
civil servants express
strong support for human
rights and equality prin-
ciples, advocating for robust
state responses to violations
and discrimination. How-
ever, the research also un-
covers persistent stereo-
types and prejudice influ-
encing perceptions, particu-
larly regarding gender
roles, persons with disabili-
ties, ethnic and religious
minorities, and LGBTQI+
communities.

The research spotlights
several human rights that

civil servants consider most fre-
quently violated in Georgia.
These include the right to equal-
ity (40%), living in a healthy
environment (32%), the right to
life (31%), inviolability of per-
sonal and family life (25%), and
inviolability of honour and dig-
nity (25%).

Notably, sex-disaggregated
data shows that female civil ser-
vants are better informed and
more sensitive to issues faced by
vulnerable groups. They demon-
strate a better understanding of
the legal needs of ethnic and re-
ligious minorities, LGBTQ+ per-
sons and persons with disabili-
ties.

(euneighbourseast.eu)


