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OYOIo

Biri var idi biri yog idi. bir tane ixtiyar dede var idi. Bu ixtiyar
dedenin de bir tane ceyil ogli var idi. Bu dede derdini, ¢ox dertliymis bu
adam derdini bir kuya s6yliyir. Ona her aksam gelip geldigimi soyliyim.
Bir vaxta bu kuydan da bir tane yilan ¢ixiyir. Yilan ¢ixiyir da bu derdigini
sOyliyan da bu da bir tane altun veriyir. Bir zamanda bu dede bu dede
xasta oliyir. Bu ogluna dir Ki, get oglum da vele-vele yerde bir yilan deligi
var. O kuya 0 yilan deligine derdin sdyle, sene bir tane altun verip gelelex.
Oni al da gel. Bu ogli der , yaxsi gediyir bu kuyu yanma, bu kuyda
bekliyir vaxtan aksam. bakiyir ger¢ekten bir yilan ¢ixiyir.

Bu derdigimi soyliyim, bu da bir altun veriyir. Cocuk diisiiniyir
Ki, bu yilan 6ldiirsem bu altun bena kalir. hepsini zengin olurum. Bir aliyir
tag1 tag1 da bu yilana atiyir ve oldiriyir. sonra geliyir, babasi geliyir, sonra
ayler, baxiyir, geliyir bu kuya, dir ki, yilana gir. Ne ki oldu aramizda sen
de ger¢i, oglum 6ldiirdii. Ben de bile-bile 61di. Gel nasil gittux gene dost
olax da bu yilanda kalduriyor yox, sende oglu acis1 varsa bende de kuyrux
acisi var.

..balux tutmaya biz bir giinde gediyirix. Biiyiik bir havuz var.
Oraya gediyirux, bir giin orda kaldirux, balik tuttiyirux, tuttugumuz
zaman alix gelirux eve. En ¢ogu Gorco tuttiyirux. ne ki oliyir oni
tuttiyirux. Sporta geziyim ben, boksa geziyim, boksa evropis
¢empioniyim. Cok seviyirum bu sporti.

Ramazan bayraminda orug¢ tutiyirux bir ay. kurbana bayramu,
kurban kesiyirux, kogtur, kimin varsa deve kesebilirsun, burda yoxtur
ama, kurban bayraminda ii¢ giin oliyir bayrammuzda. Ug giin ne Ki syi bir
var, oni yapiyorux.

bobob gHobmsz0; B YOIYO
1984 fganls bmgg. 0sbgmdo.

ObrEo

ITon pyxoBoacTtBom CTaJMHOM Hayajl BTOPOW OTEYECTBEHU
BoitHa. Toraga Moii OTeIl TOIIeN, eTo 3a0pai apMUIO Ja MUcaId (paMILTHs
TaiipoB. A ero muaammid OpaT, IBYXpOIHOH OpaTr OH HAIHCAaH, €ro
(ammust ObUTH HamicaH AJnreB. BoT Takoif pa3nudne, a Halm BpOJIE
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OBLI MW CKa3ajy M3 apXUBHOTO JaHHAMU Jia roBopsaT OpOunse Oblna Hamu
(amunusa. TakuM nopsimkoMm TaiipoB, TailpoB na HakamuiaIbCs MHOTO,
MHOTO JIOKyMeHTOB, OT €TOro MeTpuKa, 0 CaMOro KOHIIE-KOHIIOB
BBHIIIKOMHOTO JIOKyMEHTa, aTecTallud W JUILIOM, Tpoue... mpoue. [a
TaKUM >K€ MHOTHX JIOKyMeHTOB TalpoB HamucaHa. Ecnu Ta 3Ta u3MeHuT
na mucar OpOuaze, MOKYMEHTH BCe aHWIUpyeTcsa Ja yxke 0e3
JOKYMEHTaMH KyJla WITH, KTO Hac OyJeT couuTaTr 4to OH [py3uH. A
JOKyMeHT HeT. KoHIle-KOHIIOB MOe JTMYHO MHeHHe Takoe. HuzaBucumo
(dhamMuTHsl, HI3aBUCUMOB HAIlMATbHOCTH, HAJIO YEJIOBEKY HANTH OOIICHHUS,
oOlIeHNUs IPYrMMU. APYTUMH KaK HaiijieT oOLIeHHs, MOCOCEICTBAMH, 10
OTHO TIOCETUTENSIMH Ja JKHT Ja Y3HaT JpYr-Ipyra XapakTepu U
MIPUBHUKATH APYT-Ipyra.

Hamu BoT »Ta camu Mecxu, Korja BBICEJISUIM, TOTZla OHU HH
MedTaiy 4To Y30ekoM ObiTh. KoHIe-KOHIIOB B Y30eKHCTaHE IMSATHAIUT
JET KWK | JTAYHO S TIITHAIMT JIET JKIL. TPEKPacHUN Y30€CKUH S3BIK U
3HaT KaK CBOWM pOJHOW SI3bIK. KOHYMI CpeAaHylo MIKOJA, OTIMIHHK
MEIaJICTOM, MTOCTYITII MEJUHCTHTYT TaM. ToToM yOexkai, Opocarn na, He
XOPOUIN CHELsITBHOCTD YUTAJ J]a TOTOM IIOLIel arpaHOMUM, arpaHOMUS
Ja KOHYMI TEXHUKYM, IIOTOM HHCTHUTYT, IIOTOM JUCEPTAIHS 3allHIIal
CTall KaHIUIATOM CEeBCKO-XO3SMCTBEHHBIX HAYK lla W TpHeXal Cyla
VYKe MBI 37ieC JeCSITHI TOMI KUBY. A3epOamkaHe TPUIUT MIECT JIET KU,
Y30ekucTane MATHAINT JIET JKWJI Ja CENJac JTAHHBIH MOMEHT HAIllH €CIIH
HE pasneBaiu Obl U3 cpeHU A3us, Hamm Mecxu, OHH CTaJId Obl YUCTHH
aTa Y30ek. Moja npuHMManu Y30eukuid, SI3bIK y3Hal TMPEKpacHUi na
MyCYyJI'BMaHCKHH 3Ta 00bruusi, OTTyAa MBI IIepeoOpenu pa3Hu KyIbTypa ’
(JI0B OHM KaK NPETOTABISCT W pa3HU OMI0Ja. OT HUX M3YyYald M KOHIIe-
KOHILIOB M A3epOarKaHCKUN MOAa, KyJIbTypa BOOLIE M3ydald Ja HBEM
TaK. I'py3suHCKMil 3Ta caMuil ypOBEH, YEJIOBEUECKO KyIbTypa U OUYEH
BbICOKO. Hamo BocmUTHBAT uenoBeKa IMOCTENEHO, HE HaJ0 HacTauBaT
YTOOBI CETOAHA ThI JJOJDKEH CTaTh | py3MHOM. 3Ta HUKOEM CITy4Yusi HeJIb34l.
I'py3uHCKUi S3bIK HE 3HAN J1a ceifdac y3HaeT M OJaromnoy4eHbIM KOHYUIT
3Ta apMHU.

0900s 3o0MM30, 75 farob;
056900 sLsbEgdsdo Bsdmgzos 1990 Fgenls.
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Short Summary of the Research

Tariel Putkaradze

The Identity of Repatriates from Meskheti

This research, carried out in the Ianeti community, tells a tragic
story that should teach us how to live peacfully together !

Who are the ancestors of Meskhets living in this region?

Meskheti was the title of the entire Southern area of Georgia in middle
ages. Historical Meskheti included: Samtskhe, Javakheti, Adjara, Klarjeti,
Shavsheti, Erusheti, Chaneti, Lazeti, Livana, Machakheli, Kola, Imerkhevi,
and both Tao. In connection with the history of Meskheti it is very inter-
esting to know the history of Kartvelian tribes as well:

Who are the ancestors of Meskhets living in this region ?

Meskheti was the title of the entire Southern area of Georgia in the middle
ages. Historical meskheti included; Samtskhe, Javakheti, Adjara, Klarjeti,
Shavsheti, Erusheti, Chaneti, Lazeti, livana, Machakheli, Kola, Imerkhevi,
and both Tao. In connection with the history of Meskheti it is very inter-
esting to know the history of Kartvelian tribes as well: Mushks and Dan-
iels. Based on modern scientific literature, the ancestors of the one part of
recent Georgians -Meskhs, are to be considered Mushks/Moskhs and Dai-
aens/Thaos.
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The population of the Meskheti territory underwent several tragic
events:

- The first tragedy was the persecution of Georgian orthodox popula-
tions by the Osmals from the south in the XVI-XVII centuries;

- The second important event was the tragedy called ,, Muhajiroba".
in the 1928-29 devoted activists of Russian Empire: Paskevich, Poti-
omkin, Zavileisk, Bebutov and others, oppressed Moslem Georgians,
and forced to them to leave their homes;

- The third tragedy was the massacre of orthodox Georgians by Turks
and Muslims in 1918 after the announcement of the independence
of Georgia;

- The fourth tragedy of the Meskhs: in 1944, Communist Govern-
ment, being in confrontation with Turkey, expelled moslem resi-
dents from the bordering regions of Turkey, and sent them to Cen-
tral Asia.

Since 1944, these deported Meskhs have commonly been -called

,»Turkish Meskhs". According to historical documents, however, the

meskhs of Samtskhe-Javakheti who were exiled were not the same

group. What is the important is that Meskhs are a group of Georgians
who were exiled.

( "Turkish Georgian" is another misnomer)

Other common names that have a connotation to the "punishment" of
1944 are to be avoided when referring to Georgians: Turk, Muslim,
Georgian, Meskhetian Turk, Tati, Tarakama, Khemshili. Today, one part
of population exiled from Caucasus areas (Georgia, Azerbaijan) consider
themselves as Georgians and would like to return to Georgia while an-
other group considers themselves as Turks yet are asking to establish
their residence on the territory of Georgia (e.g. " Vatan" members' de-
mands). Of course the issue of deportation and repatriation is potentially
a point of manipulation for the political dissention in the region.

One group of Meskhets exiled in 1944 returned to Georgia in 1982-95.
this research is concerns one of those groups, who live today in a small
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village of Samtredia district in imereti, called the 9 section of the Ianeti
community.

What is the language and Ethnic identity
of the residents in 9% section of the Ianeti community?

Research Design: in order to learn Samtredia district "laneti community
Meskhs settlement" ethnoculture and research their history we palnned to
work with several directions:

- Study phonetics - grammatical -lexical peculiarities of repatriates.

- Make a database of ethno-cultural peculiarities of repatriates.

- Study language and national self-identification peculiarities of re-

patriates.

With the active assistance of a deported Georgian, Lasha Eristavi, a lin-
guist, Giga Kamushadze: and Kutaisi State University Dialectology Insti-
tute member Davit Lomsianidze, 23 families were interviewed and ques-
tionnaires were completed at the beginning of 2005. Questionsas followed:

1. (Male) Family head name, surname, birth date and place; ancestors
and name at deportation;

2. Family composition: wife's name, surname, birth date and place; an-
cestors and name at deportation;

Parents' names of Family head ( father -former surname/new surname;
mother-former surname /new surname); Children (name, surname, nick-
name, birth place and date);

3. Where did you live in Meskheti before deportation?
4. Where were you exiled?

5. Profession/education;

6. What is your current job/income?
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20.

Religious faith: yours/your ancestors' /your childrens';
What language do you speak?
Mother tongue: yours/ your ancestors' / your childrens';

. What do you know about your history?
. Name 3 happy events in your life;
. Name 3 unhappy events in your life;

What do you know about your name ( tribe) history?

. What do you know about Meskhet history ?

. Which nationality do you have?

. What can be done in order to improve your everyday life?

. List names of your dishes: Georgian / Turkish / Central Asian;

. When did you settle in the Ianeti community?

. If you were in the parliament of Georgia, how will you build your

country?
what else do you want to say?

Several answers of the interviewers are described in Georgian text. Three

key conclusions are represented in the summary:

L The Ianeti Meskhet tragedy follows the pattern of the
population's historic misfortunes. Only our generation
can end the ongoing tragedy;

II. In spite of two decades that have passed since deporta-
tion, the feeling of being an alien population is still
strong. For example, the national government does not
provide assistance to small deported groups returning to
Georgia; there is no sign that repatriates will be support-
ed to live in better conditions in future. The uncon-
trolled repatriation of large masses could have cata-
strophic results for the state system of Georgia. At the
same time, the state government can now give assistance
to those repatriates who were repatriated to Georgia be-
fore 1991. Livelihoods and employment
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activities should be provided for those who are awarded
Georgian citizenship and more attention from the third
sector will be helpful too.

I1I. The whole society should support refugees or repatriates
in having access on the specific and necessary infor-
mation regarding their identity. Repatriation is a long
"process” that includes the acquisition of an identity in
the new environment.

At present:

In order to assist the Ianeti 9% section community members in their
process towards integration at the national and international levels, and in
order to teach repatriates Georgian language and history and solve juridi-
cal problems, and with the recommendation of Dr. Mary Ellen Chatwin
(Social policy advisor, Georgia). The Eouropean Commission funded the
micro project ( European Initiatives for Democracy and Human Rights) to
establish a " Social Integration Center for Meskhet repatriates" submitted
by two organizations: Samtskhe-Javakheti regional association " Toleranti"
( Director Tsira Meskhishvili) and the " Georgian Board of Trustees Asso-
ciation" ( Director Khatuna Javakhadze). The project duration is 12
months. The local Coordinator of project is a repatriate, Telman eristavi.

The project aims to create a social integration center for Meskh repatri-
ates in the 9% section of laneti community, to:

-Teach the state language to preschoolers and adults ( teachers:
G. Kamushadze, L. Tevzadze)

- Conduct sessions on Georgian cultural history ( Prof. T. Put-
karadze).

- Provide consultations on legal issues ( D. Lomsianidze)...

Other interesting activities are planned, including excursions to historical
regions of Georgia. We hope that similar projects will be funded in future,
so that the recognition of all its citizens by the Georgian Government will

become a reality.
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