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General Description of the Topic

Actuality of the topic. The dissertation is dedicated to the discussion of Chian import in the 7%-
Ist cc. B.C. in the area of Greek habitation and is based on the Chian e.g. amphorae material. The
topic is very interesting and deals with the trade-economic relations existing in Antiquity for
the study of which one of the sources represent amphorae discovered on different sites. It
should be emphasized, that the significance of observing Chian import goes byond the study of
this manufacturing centre due to several reasons: 1. Chian import was distributed in Colchis and
other regions in Mediterranean in the longest period of time and is the most sensitive indicator
of the economic potencial of some region or other in the wide chronological sense; 2. Due to its
high quality Chian wine was the most popular and expensive product in Hellenistic age and
accordingly, its flow in the region indicates on the estate promotion of at least certain part of
society. The relevance of the dissertation is that no conclusive work about the Chian amphorae
was ever done until now - the systematization of information from that sites where Chian
amphorae had been distributed in Antiquity was never done. Besides this, the determination of
dynamics of Chian import in Georgia in regard to other regions was also done first, which gives
a chance to evaluate objectively the economic activities of old Colchis on the one hand and
shows the amplitude of the interests of Chian Greeks in the relation with Colchis on the other.
The research subject. The subject of the research is the Chian amphorae import and its dynamics
in the area of Greek habitation. It includes Mediterranean (Italy, Greece, Cyprus), Black Sea
(Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Turkey) and Levant (Israel, Egypt and Libya)
areas. Each area is represented with information coming from settlements, cemeteries, sites and
underwater discoveries. For the better representation of the role of Chios in the trade relations
of Antiquity the quantity of amphorae of synchronic Greek trade centres is also given and the
research is based on statistical data.

The aim and the objectives of the research. The main aim of the dissertation is to determinate

the intensity of Chian import in the 7%-1¢ cc. B.C. in the area of Greek habitation and on the



basis of comparative analyses with transport amphorae of other synchronic leading Greek
centres to identify the role of Chios in the ancient commerce.

Theoretical and practical purpose of the topic. The represented dissertation is of a great
importance for the study of trade relations in Antiquity. Due to the fact, that alongside the
Chian amphorae quantity of amphorae of other synchronic centres is also given on every site the
work is also useful for archaeologists interested in trade activities not only of Chios, but of other
Greek trade centres as well.

The sicientific novelty of the topic. Amphorae import of Chios - one of the most important
Greek trade centres complexely, in the area of Greek habitation was not yet studied. Chian
amphorae are traced on many sites, however besides this the large scaled research of trade
activities of this centre on the basis of amphorae was not yet done. The represented dissertation
though is the first attempt of complex representation of Chian trade activities.

The main outcomes of the work: 1. Chian amphorae import in the area of Greek habitation is
discovered with more or less intensively on every stage of their production (7®-1% cc. B.C.). 2.
The closest trade relations Chios had with cities and settlements located on the territory of Italy,
Greece, Georgia and Turkey; this indicates, that Chians had an active trade relations not only
with nearby Greek units, but with quite distant regions too.

The chronological framework of the research. Dissertation work covers a wide chronological
frame - from the middle of the 7% c. B.C - including the first half of the 1% c. B.C.

The methodology and methods of the research. In the dissertation are used comparative,
Statistical and other analytic methods.

The approbation of the work. Several parts of the dissertation are discussed on the international
scientific conference of Inavne Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. Also are published as
articles in Georgian, Russian and English languages.

The structure of the work. The dissertation contains introduction, 4 chapters, 28 subchapters, 48
paragraphs, the conclusion, bibliograpfy and appendix: catalogue, tables, description of plates

and plates.



The Basic Content of the Dissertation Work

Introduction

In the introduction of the dissertation work is discussed the actuality of the topic, the
research methodology, chronological framework, the scientific novelty of the work, the
research goals and history of research of the subject.

In the presented dissertation are discussed the leading groups of the Greek transport
amphorae; thay are represented with the following regions: Attica (Attic SOS, Attic a la brossé,
generally Attic); Peloponnese (Corinthian A, Al, B, generally Corinthian, Laconian); Ionia
(Chios, Samos, Clazomenae, Miletus, Nikandros group (Ephesos), Lesbos); South Aegean sea area
(Cos, Paros, Rhodes, Knidos); Eastern Macedonia and Thrace (Thasos, Mende, Parmeniskos
group), Thessaly - Solokha I and Solokha II (Peparethos?).

The selection of represented Greek transport amphorae was done on the basis of their
frequent repetition on the sites of the discussed regions. From the amphorae manufacturing

centres are discharged only Greek (located in the territory of Greece In Antiquity) ones.

Chapter I. Chios

In the first chapter is discussed the geographical location of Chios and the history of

archaeological excavations carried out on the island. Herewith are discussed those hurbours,

probably with the help of which Chian amphorae occurred on international trade routs.

I. 1. History

In the first chapter is overviewed the main stages of the history of Chios.



The island was inhabited from the Neolithic age. Settlements of Micenaean Greeks on the
island appear in 1400 B.C.

The island of Chios was one of the members of the Ionian league (founded in the middle of
the 7* c. B.C).

Chios reached a great success in the 8% c. B.C. It was located on the middle point of the
rout leading from Thrace to Egypt and this provided its being in the center of trade-transport
activities. The rout - Thrace-Chios-Egypt worked very well in the 6™ c. B.C. Besides this, it was
one of the transit points fot the ships leading from Al mina (northern Syria) to Pithekoussai
(Southern Italy).

With trade and seafaring Chios in the 5®-4% cc. B.C. became one of the richest trade
centres in whole Greece.

Economic explosion in Chios continued until its complete destruction by Mithridates in 86

B.C., after which Chian trade activities had stopped.

I. 2. Economics

Commercial reputation of Chians should be explained first of all by its geographyc location
and shortage of fertile land due to which citizens of Chios developed trade and shipbuilding.

From the 6™ c. B.C. onwards Chios belonged to that group of commercial communities
which delivered luxurious goods from East to west. Alongside with these eastern products they
transported their own products as well: painted pottery, wine and olive oil with amphorae;
White, unique mastiha and murble. Besides this the important part of the economy of Chios

consisted of slave trades.



Chapter II. The amphorae and their research methodology

In the second chapter are discussed the methodics of identification of amphorae with their
producing centres; their morphological characteristics, production and technical means of
transportation. All this components are given on the example of Chian and other synchronic
Greek amphorae.

The amphorae as only transport mean of liquid and dry materials were leading in river and
sea transport, which was caused by the malleability of their specific form with concrete
conditions.

Amphorae had many primary, and secondary use. Thier main function was the
transportation of wine and olive oil. Also with amphorae were transported dry products, as:
olives, salt fish, grapes, plum, peach, fig, date, nuts, honey; also lime, chalk, petroleum; Their
secondary use enclosed their use as storage vessels, flower vases, border signs, polling stations,
burials etc.

Such plurilateral use caused their production in big quantities in the trade,

manufacturing or transit centres of Antiquity.

Chapter III. Chian amphorae

The study of Chian amphorae began from very early period, due to the fact, that in the
mass pottery material one class was discharged which had a stamp with sphinx impression. On
stamps and were frequently impressed amphorae, which represented vessels special,
morphological forms very well. With their help we can have a look on the change of typology

(mainly the form of neck) of Chian amphorae in different times.



III. 1. Classification-periodisation

Chian amphorae were manufactured from the second half of the 7% - to the first half of
the 1% c. B.C. There are five main types (White Slipped, wth Funnel-shaped neck, with Bulbous
Neck, with Streight Neck and Conical) discharged, which is based on the morphological

evolution of amphorae. Each type itself consists of subtypes and series:

I1I. 2. Graffiti and Dipinti

Graffiti and Dipinti on Chian amphorae are quite numerous (especially graffiti).

Dipinti are represented with cross-shaped, point in the center and other signs; They
contain information about the capacity, content and owner of the amphora.

The systematic research of the Graffiti containing different information on Chian
amphorae was done on the 5% c. B.C. Chian amphorae from Athenian Agora. They contain
several groups: these are: volumetric notations, notations of weight, price marks, commercial

abbreviations, summation marks and combined notations.

II1. 2. Numismatic data

The representation on Chian coins fully coinsides with rare unepygraphic stamps given on
Chian amphorae, so the role of numismatics in the attribution of Chian amphorae types is
priceless.

Chios was one of those Greek city-states, which from the end of the 7* c. B.C. minted
electrum as well as silver coins which lasted approximately 900 years and Chian coins were in
flow until 3« c. A.D.

like other Ionian centres Chios released electrum staters and from the 6* c. B.C. onwards

silver didrachms according to the Milesian weight system. On the coins were depicted sphinx —



city emblem and the bunch of grapes, which indicated its strength emphasizing the high quality

wine.

Chapter IV. The distribution of Chian amphorae

The distribution of Chian amphorae in the area of Greek habitation was done from the
second half of the 7% c. B.C to the first half of the 1% c. B.C. It encloses the following areas:

Mediterranean, Black Sea area and Levant.

IV. 1. Mediterranean

From the Mediterranean area in the dissertation work are discussed sites located in Italy,

Greece and Cyprus, where Greek transport amphorae were traced.

IV. 1. 1. Italy

In Italy Greek transports amphorae cover all the periods under discussion; Chian import is
traced in the 7®-4% cc. B.C.

In the 7* c. B.C. the most samples of Chian amphorae come from Etruria (Cerveteri,
Vulci); few samples come from Sicily (Milazzo, Megara Hyblaea) as well. From the beginning of
the 6™ c. B.C. Chian import is more numerous and is traced also in Southern Italy (Cumae,
Pithekoussai); is spread also in Etruria (Cerveteri, Vulci) and Sicily (Monete S. Mauro, Megara
Hyblaea, Naxos, Selinous, Messina, Ramaca, Lentini). In the 5%-4% cc. B.C. Chian import stands
on the dominant position - quantitatively on the first place among other Greek imported

amphorae in the sites of Etruria (Mantova, Lentini), Saouthern Italy (Velia, Lipari) and Sicily



(Himera, Lentini). In the 4® c. B.C. it is traced only in Southern Italy (Pithekoussai, Taranto)

and after that it disappears also here.

IV. 1. 2. Greece

The Chian import revealed in Greece covers the timespan of 7®-1% cc. B.C. In total 130
amphorae were discovered on the sites located in Greece. At the beginning (7 c. B.C.) Chian
import is represented in Crete (Kommos, Azoria); from the 5% c. though reaches Athens, from
where come the most part - 79 amphorae. In the 4* c. B.C. Import is traced on Eretria, Southern

Aegean Sea region (Delos, Rhodes) and Thessaly (Demetrias).

IV. 1. 3. Cyprus

Greek amphorae import in Cyprus occurred in all sections of the period under discussin
and are traced mainly on the shore line of Mediterranean Sea. Chian import is represented in
710-51 and 34-27 cc. B.C. The Earliest (7™ c. B.C.) specimens are traced in Famagusta (Salamis)
and Limassol (Amathus), after this import spreads in Larnaca (Kition) and Nicosia (Phanaya)
(61-5% cc. B.C.), from the 3%-27 cc. B.C. though is represented only in Paphos.

Chian amphorae from Cypriot sites among the Greek imported amphorae in the Archaic
and Classical period stands on the dominat position; In the Hellenistic period is second after

Rhodian.

IV. 2. Black Sea Area

From the Black Sea Area Chian amphorae had been discovered in the sites located in

Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Russia, Georgia and Turkey.



IV. 2. 1. Bulgaria

Greek amphorae import traced in Bulgaria covers the period of 6®-27 cc. B.C. It is spread in Sea
shore, as well as inner regions. Chian import is represented in the timespan of the 7%-4% cc. B.C.

The earliest samples dated to the border of the 7-6% cc. B.C. come from Burgas (Sozopol). In the
6™ c. B.C. it is still spread in Sozopol and is also met in Burgas. In the 6®-5%* cc. B.C. Chian import is
represented in the most numerous quantities, are met in Burgas (Sozopol, Burgas, Sladkite Kladenci,
Nessebre), Varna (Varna) and Pazardzik (Pistiros). In the 5%-4% cc. B.C. import is stable and is spread in
Burgas and Varna after this it dissapears.

Chian import in Bulgaria stands on the second place after Thasian.

IV. 2. 2. Romania

Greek amphorae import traced in Romania covers all sections of the timespan under discussion and
is spread only in the shore region. Chian import covers the period of 7t-4t cc. B.C.

In the 7% c. B.C. it is traced in Tulcea (Orgame); from the 6™ c. B.C. spreads in the territory of
Constanca (Istros, Constanca), where it is spread until the 4 c. B.C. In the Archaic period Chian import

is the most numerous and among the Greek transport amphorae stands on the first place.

IV. 2. 3. Ukraine

Greek amphorae import in Ukraine covers the period of 7-3x cc. B.C. It is spread in Shore
as well as inner regions. Chian import is traced in the 7%-4% cc. B.C. The most Archaic (7% c.
B.C.) Chian amphorae were discovered In Kharkov (Kolomak) district; from the 6* c. B.C.
import spreads on the Greek settlements located in the shore line (Berezan, Olbia, Nimphea,
Kerkinitida etc.). In the 6®-5% cc. B.C. Chian import reaches its peak. After this strarts its
demotion and after the 4% c. B.C. it is not met any longer.

Chian amphorae discovered in Ukraine stand on the third place after Mendean and

Thasian amphorae.



IV. 2. 4. Russia

Greek Amphorae import in the territory of Russia covers the 5%-27 cc. B.C. and is spread
in its South-Eastern part. Chian import in the 5*-3 cc. B.C. are met in Rostov (Elizavetovski)
and Krasnodar (Phanagoria, Patraea, Gorgippa) regions.

Chian import traced in Russia quantitatively stands on the first place.

IV. 2. 5. Georgia

Chian and other Greek imported amphorae from Georgia are traced in the 7-2 cc. B.C.
They are discovered in the shore as well as inner regions of Colchis. In the 7®-6% cc. B.C. Chian
import is traced in Adjara (Batumis Tsikhe); Abkhazia (Ochamchire), Guria (Simagre) and
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (Sagvichio); By the end of the 6% c. B.C. — beginning of the 5* c. B.C. it
reaches Vani and its surroundings and Kulevi and in the 5% c. B.C. is the most numerous and
quantitatively exceeds all Greek centres altogether. In the 5%-4% cc .B.C. the import is spread in
the territory of Adjara (Kobulet-Pichvnari, Tsikhisdziri), Imereti (Vani and its surroundings),
Abkhazia (Ochamchire, Eshera) and Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (Ergeta). In the 4%-3 cc. B.C.
Chian amphorae are met only in Vani and its surroundings and after this completely disappear.

Chian import traced in the territory of Georgia among the Greek transport amphorae

quantitatively stands on the first place.

IV. 2. 6. Turkey

Chian and other Greek centres amphorae in Turkey are traced in the 7%-27d cc. B.C. it is
spread mainly in the Eastern part of Turkey — on the Eastern Asia Minos coast, in its Souther

and Central parts.



In the Archaic period Chian import is quite few and is represented with several samples
only on three sites: Xanthos, Gordion and Ilion. From the 5% c. B.C. Chian import grows and is
traced in the Aegean Sea shore (Bodrum), Central Anatolya (Gordion) and Mediterranean sea
shore (Kyaneai).

Chian import in Turkey in the difference with other regions the most numerous is in the
Hellenistic period and is traced in the Aegean Sea (Pergamon, Bodrum, Ephesos) and Marmara
sea shores (Ilion). Only one sample is dated to the 2" c. B.C. from Ehpesos and after this import

disappears.

IV. 3. Levant

The last observing area is Levant from where Chian amphorae had been discovered in Israel and

Northern Africa (Egypt and Lybia).

IV. 3. 1. Israel

Among Greek imported amphorae traced in the sites located in Israel almost whole
majority is represented with Rhodian amphorae. After them come Knidian and Coan amphorae.
Chios is represented only with several spesimens. Chian import on the territory of Israel is very
scanty. Probably here discovered several samples of Chian amphorae here occurred together
with amphorae of some other Greek centre and is not connected with the straight import from

the island.

IV. 3. 2. Egypt

Greek amphorae import traced in the territory of Egypt is represented in the 6®-1¢ cc. B.C.
Chian import is traced in the 5%-1¢ cc. B.C. It is discovered in Naukratis, Alexandria and Tel

Attrib and according to our data stands on the second place after Rhodian.



IV. 3. 3. Libya

Greek amphorae import on the territory of Libya cover the following periods: 7%; 4t-3+
and 1* cc. B.C.

Unfortunately in the most cases the quantity of amphorae is not known precisely which
make it difficult to draw some conclusion. However it could be said, that Chian import is traced

in all three periods, but is quite scanty.



Conclusion

Chian amphorae import in the area of Greek habitation are traced in the following periods
(Table. 1) and are evidenced with more or less intensity in all stages of their manufacture

(Diagram. 1).

Place of vii | VIVI | VI vi/v |V | V/IV IV | IVl |II | II/IT |11 | IVD |1

Discovery

Ttaly | — N [— S —

Greece - | T | T il B - - - -

Cyprus - I - -

Bulgaria | | -—— | |- R —

Romania - I R - -

Ukraine | | ——- —_— I o

Russia - - -

Georgia """" I I Il Il -

Turkey - | T | T - | T | T -

Israel — — e

Egypt - - Il - -

Lybia | |-

Table 1. Chian Amphorae Import In the 7-1¢ centuries B.C. in the Area of Greek

Habitation
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Diagram 1. Dynamics of Chian amphorae import in the Area of Greek habitation

According to the presented research is clear, that:

1. In the discussed regions Chian import in the Archaic and Classical times is not traced
only in the territories of Russia, Israel and Egypt.

2. In the Hellenistic period in Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine Chian import is not
represented at all.

3. The closest trade relations Chios had with cities and settlements located on the territory
of Italy, Greece, Georgia and Turkey; this indicates, that Chians had an active trade relations not
only with nearby Greek units, but with quite distant regions too.

4. In the initial stage of this relations in the Archaic period (7*-6* cc. B.C.) Chian import
stands on the leading position in the discussed regions (Italy, Ukraine and Romania are
exceptions); in the Classical period (6™-5% cc. B.C.) it reaches its zenith.

5. What regards the Hellenistic period it is known, that in the certain regions (Cyprus,

Israel, Egypt) Rhodian and Knidian emphorae occupy the leading positions, however together



with them Chian import is constantly traced and in those regions, where Rhodian and Knidian
amphorae were not distributed Chian occupies the leading position in the Hellenistic period as
well (Russia).

6. Such scale of distribution of Chian amphorae in the area of Greek habitarion attests on
the populatrity of Chian wine and on the high development level of the inhabitants of these
regions.

After seven-century trade activities production of Chian amphorae in the 1% c. B.C. lasted

and after this it is not met in the sites of discussed regions any longer.



