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Introduction

The Georgian National Academy of Sciences and the Polish Academy
of Sciences on 10 May 2006 According to the Memorandum of
Agreement, co-operation between the institutions of the Georgian
National Academy, Demographic Commission of the Department of
Social Sciences and the Polish Academy of Philosophy and Sociology
started in December 2014.

According to the decision of the National Academy of Sciences,
Academician Otar Kvesitadze, the Polish Academy of Sciences
Institute of Sociology, Professor Rafael Smoczynski who came to
establish relations, the collaboration with him was entrusted to be done
by Professor Avtandil Sulaberidze. From the year 2015 the program
was focused on the transformation of Poland's post-nobility in society
based on the results of sociological surveys and seminars.

In December 2014, at the meeting of the Presidium of the National
Academy of Sciences the report of Professor Smoczynski confirmed
that the Polish has enough experience and this was very interesting
matter for the Georgian sociologists. A sociological questionnaire was
collaborated by professor Smoczynski and professor Avtandil
Sulaberidze, and the survey was conducted by collaborators of the
Institute of Demography and Sociology: Nino Gomelauri (head of the
group), Natia Shushtakashvili, Mariam Sulaberidze and Nino
Kurdadze.

One-year co-operation between Polish and Georgian sociologists,
despite the lack of time and financial problems, was very fruitful, which
is a precondition for future scientific collaboration. For example, in
October 2015, the Polish Academy of Sciences Institute of the results
of the survey conducted on the basis of reports submitted to the
Georgian and Polish sociologists on the first sociological seminar,
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which we provide in two languages (Georgian- English) and you can
estimate it.

The Head of the Social Sciences Department
Georgian National Academy of Science,
Academician Roin Metreveli
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Rafal Smoczynski

Tomasz Zarycki

The possible application of research findings on Polish post-
noble milieu for studying contemporary Georgian nobility

Introduction

This paper is meant to discuss the possible application of the
insights of the ongoing research on Polish post-noble milieu for
studying contemporary descendants of Georgian nobility. It comprises
of three sections. Firstly, it discusses briefly sociological state of the
arts on contemporary European nobility. Secondly, it reviews major
findings of the ongoing research on Polish post-noble milieu. Thirdly, it
discusses the interplay between the noble legacy and the intelligentsia
strata in Poland. Fourthly, it considers the relevance of these findings
for the similar project to be launched in Georgia.

State of the arts

There has been small but growing literature based on empirical
research which demonstrates that European post-noble milieu (e.g., in
countries as Germany, the Netherlands, France, Poland, Finland,
Austria, but also in non-European countries as in Japan) has not stepped
out of the historical scene but instead has retained certain social weight
(Dronkers 2003; Dronkers, Schijf 2003; Korom, Dronkers 2009; Saint
Martin 2003). Clearly, today nobility is different from the feudal period
and its pre-modern social arrangements, however, the modern
meritocratic society has not dissolved several social and familial
practices that constitute the core of the noble social coherence. Even
though in some European regions including certain post-communist
countries, this milieu was deprived its material properties, this
nonetheless has not constrained them from re-creating their specific
identity. The research on modern noble and aristocratic communities,

37



which has been carried out has demonstrated that the reproduction of
this milieu was particularly hinging on dense social and cultural capital
accumulated within this milieu®, featuring among other practices:
matrimonial homogamy, maintaining extended Kkin relationships,
developing genealogical memory among members of kin, practicing
primordial socialization of the offspring within the confines of the
extended family. Studies on the unique role of social and cultural
capital for contemporary nobility went also beyond the intimate family
frontiers and have examined a question whether the fact of being a
member of this milieu constitutes an advantage of assuming elite
professional positions in contemporary meritocratic societies. For
instance in the Netherlands Dronkers (2003) after comparing the elite
positions between noble families and high bourgeoisie families during
the twentieth century found that the likelihood of achieving an elite
position has not decreased for several generations of the nobility in
comparison with the high bourgeoisie. Dronkers’ explanation assumes
that the social and cultural capital of the nobility can maintain its
relevance for obtaining elite positions in modern society as long as
these families retain its distinctive characteristics, that is to say, as long
as noble families practice matrimonial homogamy, and the noble
parents-in-law sustain a critical position in the primordial socialization
of the new noble generations, which contributes to accumulation of
cultural capital.

Research on Polish nobility

The ongoing project funded by the Polish National Science
Centre (“The impact of feudal legacy and functions of contemporary

* This project was funded by the Polish National Science Centre (NCN) grant
,»The impact of feudal legacy and functions of contemporary post-noble elites
in shaping the Polish citizenship model, No. UMO-2011/03/B”HS6/03971.
This article also draws on the article Smoczynski Rafat, Tomasz Zarycki.
2012. "Wspotczesne Polskie Elity Postszlacheckie W  Kontekscie
Europejskim." Kultura i Spoteczenstwo 1/2012:261-92.
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post-noble elites in shaping Polish citizenship model”) that has been
carried out since 2012 on Polish post-noble milieu has confirmed a
number of insight that had been earlier proposed by the Western
European sociologists. The research has demonstrated that Polish post
noble elite has maintained social cohesion during the post-second world
war period (see Smoczynski, Zarycki 2012; Ochat 2011; Rogowska-
Augustynowicz 2008). According to the project investigators, the
overwhelming number of individuals that are being currently associated
with this milieu should be understood as descendants of a group of
several dozen wealthy noble families of the First Republic of Poland,
whose members established between themselves kinship relations over
the last few centuries. Contemporary relations established within this
milieu represent thus the proximal and distant lines of Kkinship,
enhanced by multigenerational deliberate efforts to cultivate
genealogical knowledge showing a countable number of lineage
combinations which crossed the individual families. This research
emphasized that the "extended family" is a relatively coherent social
group although is not governed by any formal criteria of affiliation, it
represents rather an informal “invisible society” and the membership is
confirmed by the genuine presence in the social network, which has to
be recognized by other members of family. As this research asserts,
only the post-aristocratic milieu offers a sufficient amount of dense
social capital, which facilitates social, matrimonial and ideological
reproduction process of Polish nobility. In other words, the aristocratic
network builds an adequate equivalent of the traditional "noble
neighbourhood ", which as Jerzy Jedlicki (2008) and Andrzej
Zajaczkowski (1961) noted, constitutes a necessary social grouping that
sustains noble identity over a longer period of time. Nowadays this
"invisible noble neighbourhood" despite its numerous intersections with
other classes and groups, creates a sufficiently dense social base that
prevents the erosion of the post-noble identity. Although Polish
aristocrats undoubtedly represent as specific mixed identities cutting
across different social positions in terms of class and professional
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positions, nonetheless the fact of being rooted in a dense social network
protects them from losing their peculiar identity, which happened in
case of petty gentry, who after leaving the noble neighbourhood in the
19™ century usually lost their identity over one-two generations. The
post-aristocratic milieu’s social rituals, and above all, the post-noble
matrimonial homogamy, an early childhood socialisation when young
members of the “family” spend their free time, and holidays in a
broader kinship context* - build a multi-layered space in which the
collective identity of post-nobility milieu is inscribed”.

* This practice ensures receiving appropriate corporal disposals (as mentioned
by Bourdieu 1989, 2007) in relation to French aristocracy), familial education
which constitutes a crucial amount of cultural capital (mentioned also by
Dronkers (2003) in Dutch context), and also provides efficient ways of an
entry into the wider familial network.

® The study was carried out from 2013 until 2015. The interviews were
conducted mainly in Warsaw and Krakow, but also other towns were visited
while caring out this study. The research started from addressing an interview
request to the representatives of the formal organizations who pointed
competent respondents either members of their group, or their associates, who
were knowledgeable and experienced in the analysed field. Next a "snowball
strategy"” was employed in order to establish contacts with respondents who
were not necessarily related to the formal organizations but maintained a
relationship (usually kinship ties) within a broader informal group, which we
call here the extended family. This informal milieu was identified as a key
structure of the post-nobility community in contemporary Poland. A sample
includes 72 respondents (10 women), aged from 20 to 75 years. A sample was
divided into 4 organizational categories: members of the extended family (36
respondents), members of the Polish Nobility Association (18), members of
the Polish Associations of Landowners (9), and non-associated individuals
(10). Some organizational categories overlap among respondents, thus these
numbers do not make up 100 percent. Given the republican specificity of the
Polish political system, where there is no formal institution which would
recognize and register nobility members, it is difficult to employ a sound
quantitative approach, thus we decided to carry out a qualitative research based
on interviews, which were consequently analysed according to qualitative
scheme.

40



The noble-intelligentsia intertwine in Polish citizenship model

Secondly, our research was concerned with the impact of post-
noble legacy on Polish citizenship model and it was seeking to examine
the mechanism of its effectiveness for status positioning of broader
social strata, in particular, of the contemporary Polish intelligentsia
strata. It was argued that although gradually during the late 19" and
early 20" centuries the Polish intelligentsia had replaced the nobility in
assuming the elite social position it had nonetheless maintained as a
part of its collective identity a number of its former rival’s significant
features as social distance posed towards different categories of
individuals who were perceived by the intelligentsia as not complying
with the high moral and civil standards. The incorporation of the former
feudal nobility’s features was somewhat analogous to the process of the
emergence of the modern bourgeoisie, which as demonstrated by
Bourdieu - despite its "revolutionary” genealogy tended to employ
numerous aristocratic cultural strategies. The manifestations of feudal
remnants among the professional elites have been identified not only
during the Second Republic of Poland (Tazbir 1979; Mich 2000) but
also during the communist period when a number of dispossessed
nobles joined the ranks of the intelligentsia (e.g., medical doctors,
teachers, clerks) (Chatasinski 1946). This feudal legacy in fact had
exceeded the very fact of impacting the intelligentsia’s lifestyle but it
had much more profound socio-cultural consequences, given that since
its very emergence in the 19th century the intelligentsia shapes the
Polish citizenship model, which as a naturalized interpretative
framework of reality has reached the broader Polish social strata
(Jedlicki 2008; Zarycki 2009; Zarycki, Warczok 2014). This process
might be described as the establishment of the imaginary. Imaginary,
according to Laclau (1990), constitutes a discursive horizon, which
forms the field of intelligibility of social problems. Within the
perspective of imagery subordinated discourses are inscribed in a
number of superior discourse orders, which interpellate subjects in a
particular social field (Laclau 1990: 64). In other words, an effective
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social resonance is obtained by these discourses, which are pre-
determined by the dominant imaginary horizon. It should be noted that
the imaginary constitutes an example of the hegemonic structure of the
meaning that is "naturalized”, namely, it permeates informally the
everyday life. One of the most visible aspects of this legacy is related to
symbolic violence, which structures Polish status hierarchy organized
according to the dichotomist opposition between the ‘boor’ and ‘lord’
(cham and pan). This dichotomist mechanism has been operating in
various status classification games played on various layers of
contemporary Polish society (Smoczynski, Fitzgerald, Zarycki 2015).

It does not mean however, that the contemporary Polish nobility
has entirely melted with the intelligentsia. To the contrary, as our
empirical data suggest they have managed to retain their peculiar
structural characteristics as extended multigenerational families or
matrimonial homogamy in the broader kinship network. These kin
oriented aspects are certainly lacking in the intelligentsia’s based on
nuclear families, the intelligentsia’s offspring is neither socialized in a
diachronic historical perspective of the kin succession nor constitutes a
significant resource in its status positioning. Having noting this
important structural difference, nonetheless as we argued (Smoczynski,
Zarycki 2013) contemporary nobility should be perceived as an integral
part of the modern Polish intelligentsia. Following Weberian and
Marxian perspective according to which the landed gentry does not
exist as an autonomous social class given it lacks specific agrarian
means of production, this is the intelligentsia itself, which guarantees
the very existence of the post-aristocratic milieu functioning as its
specific sub-strata comprising of urban based on members employed
mainly in professional positions. We argue that this subordination of
the contemporary post-gentry members to the intelligentsia strata
resembles the interplay between Western European bourgeoisie and
aristocracy.
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The possible application of the Polish research findings for
studying Georgian nobility

The further research carried out in Georgia may benefit from
conclusions drawn either in Western Europe and Poland, but it should
also be focused on Georgian peculiarities related to historical
dependencies of Caucasian region and specificity of Soviet relations of
power. It might be assume, that similarly like in Poland, given the
republican specificity of the Georgian political system, where there is
no formal institution which would recognize and register nobility
members, it might be difficult to employ a credible quantitative
approach, thus a qualitative research would be recommended. Firstly,
the research should identify social actors who use the noble legacy and
these groups should be categorized. The question should be posed
whether these groups are informal or they are institutionalized. It is
important to examine which of these groups uses the noble legacy most
efficiently. By the effectiveness when we carried out our research in
Poland we understood an ability to effectively (and therefore widely
socially recognized) assigning oneself the role of the most legitimate
heir of the noble tradition, in particular in its elite forms, and to use this
legacy in order to legitimize various kinds of social activities. It is
interesting to examine the particularities which allowed this group to
survive during the Soviet era. The qualitative interviews may explore
the strategies of re-organization and hibernation of the former noble
milieu, which in case of Polish nobility during the communist era have
been explored by Longina Jakubowska (2012). Probably the most
interesting aim would be related to analytical description of the post-
noble milieu’s social structure. Analyses should be related to the
peculiarity of the inner group ties and their reproduction mode, inquires
should aim to explain the group membership criteria and the logic of
inner group hierarchies, qualitative questions should inquire also about
the relationship of the post-noble milieu towards other social groups.
The latter set of inquiry — following Polish case — may examine, among
other issues, legitimizing strategies of social distance employed by
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post-noble individuals towards other social groups. Finally, the research
should particularly pay attention to the Georgian post-noble milieu’s
practices of accumulation of social and cultural capital. Given that
earlier conducted research either in Poland or in other European nations
attributed a crucial role to these resources for maintaining the post-
noble collective identity, this insight should also be tested in the
Georgian context. The Georgian researchers may map this through
examining, among other issues, the following dimensions of post-noble
social life: the frequency of upholding family ceremonies (including
weddings, funerals and religious holidays), different types of balls,
which sometimes may be attended by outsiders, genealogical
competences practices among members of this milieu, primordial
socialization of the offspring and the role of extended kin networks in
this process, a practice of post-noble matrimonial homogamy.
Secondly, the proposed research would benefit also from studying the
interplay between Georgian nobility and Russian nobility and their
relationship to emerging the Georgian and Russian intelligentsia in the
late 19™ century. Here some insights might be drawn from our piece
(Zarycki, Smoczynski 2014) on the role of the peripheral Polish
intelligentsia in the context of the decomposition if Russian empire
might be useful (see also Nowak 2009).
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The characteristics of transformation of noblemen in Georgia

Before discussing the transformation of Georgian noblemen in
modern terms we think it necessary to examine the characteristics of
this process in historic context. The thing is that the creative work of
today’s generation of Georgian noblemen is greatly different from
the duties of noblemen in previous centuries. The transformation of
these latter used to take place in always sharp and complicated
political and social-economic environment. Due to this it as
characterized with whole range of things from the European
countries.

It may be said that no invasions of Arabs, Mongols, Persians
and Osmal people having various religious beliefs in previous
centuries have damages Georgian noblemen so as it did orthodox
Russia, first during the period of Empire and afterwards under
communist regime.

Russian Empire breached the terms determined in
“Georgyevsk Treaty” of 1783 signed when Georgia became
subordinated under Russia’s patronization in 1801 and using
violence abolished the royal throne, and the successors The
Bagrationis of Royal Dynasty were forced to exile from native
country. Together with them the noblemen supporting Royal family
of Bagrationi were prosecuted. Exactly in this period two layers of
noblemen of separately existing Georgian Feudal class has been

united by Russian Emperor in the class of noblemen and made them
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of equal status, though the material difference between them still
remained.

This fact is considered as one of the characteristics of violent
transformation of Georgian noblemen, which had taken no place in
European countries. The thing is that with this action Russia started
the demolition of Georgian feudal aristocracy. Namely, if before that
Georgian noblemen was represented as the aristocracy of the
country as country’s elite and it occupied leading place in own
country’s political and social-economic life after this, as in Georgia
the administration clerk chamber was already set up by Russian
Empire mainly by Russians, which were bereft of the function of
administration elite.

This was added by the announcement of Georgia as treasury
house with ecclesiastic noblemen, with servants and estates after
abolishing the autocephaly of Georgian Church, which made even
harder the transformation of Georgian noblemen and social-
economic condition even harder.

The “liquidation” of Georgian noblemen Russian Empire
facilitated her to make complete annexation of the country. It is
natural that Georgian noblemen would not get adjusted to losing the
freedom and independency of the country and often used to
organize riots and conspiracies. It may be said that the conspiracy of
noblemen of 1832 despite the fact that they lost, led to new
transformation of Georgian noblemen which was revealed in getting
education in Europe and investing it in restoration of Georgian
culture. They created the community spreading the issues of writing
and reading among the population which played essential role in the

issues of educating low layer of population — peasantry.
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As far as the capitalism had not established in classic form in
the end of XIX and beginning of XX centuries in Georgia, that’s why
in difference with European countries, the bourgeoisie aristocracy of
noblemen in Georgia was not established in the form of elite.

In difference with 19%* century, after losing newly restored
independency (1918-1921) the “liquidation” of Georgian noblemen
lasted in more acute form. It may be said that what Russian Empire
could not manage to do the mentioned was done with more success
by repressions of Soviet time, which in difference from European
countries are carried out in two stages,the first — 1921-1940 and the
second — after World War 2. As far as in difference from Georgia,
communist repressions in East European countries have only been
carries out after War. These countries have maintained the
bourgeoisie aristocracy more or less. They have maintained national-
cultural and traditional norms to the future generation more or less
which have been found as crucial in the 1990-ies “velvety” in
moving to the market economy and restoring the independency of
these countries. In this, in difference from Georgia certain role was
played by the neighborhood with East European countries.

In difference from them Georgian noblemen had been
weakened due to the repressions of Russian Empire in Georgia could
not stand in the 19* century the communist repressions carried out
in two stages and since 1960ies factually their generation had been
mixed up in new type of communist society, when country’s
management was given the tone by peasantry “aristocracy.” As a
result of the mentioned only the nostalgia for past was left for
Georgian noblemen and they personally were transformed into
“Homo soveticus”. The generation of Georgian noblemen didn’t pay

any attention to the social origin of the spouse when making family.
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The Soviet Aristocracy was established in so called “partocracy”
form, which in the 1990ies created “cleptocratic” layer. The people
of noble origin among them are less or are not at all. This was
conditioned by the creative work in the field of culture, art and
education and science mainly.

The generation of noblemen as “Homo soveticus” appeared to
be founded on customer and authoritative type of society established
on communist ideology, the members of which have been
guaranteed from the Government with employment, salary and
pension. They were provided with guarantee of obtaining education,
social and health care. Also, if “Homo soveticus” expressed the
critical thinking against the state ideology, at least it would lose the
above mentioned guarantees or threatened with imprisonment.

Relevantly, the main social-economic layers (types) of “Homo
soveticus”: in the form of workers, peasants, servicemen and those of
free profession were created. The generation of noblemen had found
its place mainly in the social layer of servicemen and those having
free profession.

Interesting processes were developed after “revolution.” In
1989 the group of monarchists under-floor were created, afterwards
the party of monarchists was established and then the union of
traditionalists. In 1990 the Council of Noblemen was founded. In
2001 the School-Lyceum under the name of Niko Bagrationi was
founded. In 2002 the Royal Club (of monarchists) was established.

The main aim of the Council of Georgian Noblemen is to
establish the monarchist world vision, restore the Dynasty of The
Bagrationis, consolidate Georgian statehood in the form of

constitutional monarchy.
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With the initiative of the Council supporters and noblemen,
successors of historical ancestral and with the support of Georgian
Patriarchy in 2001 the conference was organized in Patriarchy on
the topic “Way to Monarchy,” in 2004 the scientific conference was
dedicated to the topic “Characteristics of Georgian Monarchism.”

The formation of the generation of Georgian noblemen into
“Homo transfomaticus” (which should be followed by “Homo
economicus”) at transitive stage (which may be basically determined
through the last names) takes place acutely together with the other
members of society. According to the sociology survey made in 1996
the following conditional types of “Homo transfomaticus” were
revealed in the first years of transitive period of market economy:
“New Georgians,” “Optimists,” “Socialists,” “Traditionalists,”
“Conservators,” “Europeans,” “Pioneers” and other. Among these
types the generation of Georgian noblemen is mainly represented in
the forms of “Traditionalists” and “Conservators” in the types
relevant to the conditional and less market economic terms.

The social transformation of Georgian society from Homo
transfomaticus into Homo economicus is taking place slowly and the
following should be considered as its preventive factors:

1. Not desirable political and social-economic environment;

2. The absence of skills of business management and state

programms for preparing as “Homo economicus”;
3. Non readiness from the point of psychology;
4. The nostalgia for the wellbeing of Soviet time family;
5. Social and health being not perfect and of low level;

6. The absence of the family economic activity programms;
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7. The solidly formed conservator traditional of Georgian

family adequate social-psychological norms in family and so on.

The factors preventing the formation of Homo sovetikus into
“Homo economicus” may be enlisted continuously but in difference
from other members of society still stigma remains the main
preventing factor of transformation generation of noblemen. The
thing is that the representatives of noblemen family were
distinguished from the other members of the company more or less
with their intellect and culture. They deserved the respect for their
honored conduct and were treated respectively among the society.
From the first years of moving to the market economy they felt
themselves as outcasts from certain point. They could not manage to
get adjusted to the “wild capitalism” and they found themselves in
social environment strange to them. The thing is that former
partocrats, representatives of mighty structural bodies, “Red
Directors” and people who seizure the state property during the
privatization process were found in the newly established elite in the
form of “cleptocracy” in the first years of market economy and those
being distinguished for the relevant wealth occupied the place of
ruling elite. For them the contribution of the generation of
noblemen in front of the country is less valuable even in science, art
and culture. Exactly this fact was not adjusted by the generation of
noblemen, but they preferred to be silent instead of expressing
protest. Instead of reformers they saw the favorites and standing
beside them is not acceptable to them. Exactly this is mainly the
stigma established in the transitive period to the market economy.
Fortunately they gradually overcome the stigma and service the

country which is the basis for the country restoration.
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Transformation of Nobilities During the 20th of Century
(Georgia’s case)

Introduction

In Georgia transformation of the representatives of the nobles
in the 20® century had been done in pretty hard political and social-
economical conditions. Meaning of their tradition, currently is not
appropriately studied in Georgian nations self knowledge. In the
different scientific researches history of nobles, their role in the
Country’s history and in cultural life is discussed but it mainly
applies to the history of the past age. Adequate researches had not
been carried out what type of influence noble origin roots over the
Georgian intelligentsia had in the modern Georgian social civil
model formation. The survey done by us, represents one of the first
attempts for studying this issue.

In Georgia condition of nobilities is essentially different from
the European countries. In Europe in genesis of the modern political
culture important role was by aristocrats. Due to not having state
system In Georgian, revolutions and repression accomplished the
special role in transformation modern society. Study transformation
is impossible without the royal family. In Georgian people’s
consciousness the work of representatives of nobles and Bagrationi —
royal dynasty is perceived as symbol of state order and

independence. This dynasty has several saints during its continuous
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ruling for over 1300 years. Even in strained terms of political crisis
the issue of changing the royal dynasty in Georgia had never arisen.

I want to mention that in Poland and Georgia small nobilities
played important roles and both countries for their whole history
were fighting for their independence so the same signs can be noted.

In 1921 Soviet Russia conquered the Democratic Republic of
Georgia. After Russian occupation country lost the chance to
develop harmonically. Many famous scientists, writers, social
workers, also many unknown but talented and promising young
people from the circle of nobles had sacrificed themselves to the
political repressions of the 30ies of the 20™ century. Though the
trace of these repressions are still felt and our society from this point
of view experiences a great loss.

As science and art was strategic field for Soviet State, then for
competing with hostile, capitalist world or indoctrination of own
population, science and culture clerks have obtained the status of
privileged payer in social hierarchy. Thought this was rather empty
status, than reality. We can say that Soviet intelligence was divided
into two groups having completely different mental and status: on
the one hand nomenclature struggling for privileges and being
corrupted, the “sense of elite” was not determined by creative
achievements, but their being in the government structures and
adjustment to the ideological conjuncture and on the other hand
even the small number of those scientists, writers, musicians, artists
who for the price of extreme economic poverty was doing its own
business and opposed political conjuncture. The representatives of
such intelligence were basically nobles and subject to mockery of

corrupted society. “Symbolic Capital” — as sociologists call it — that is
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knowledge and education, as the non material “property” of self

value is the subject of reverence and “class” discord as well.

Research methodology

Noble role as social layer is historically recognized. In
sociological literature a lot of cases concerning the effective usage of
generous heritage is described. In the modern society and Europe
especially Western European countries even today it plays important
role. Generous heritage as was found out even currently represents
important symbolical resource usage for private entities, structures
and social groups. For the reason of studying our problem countries
of modern Europe can be divided into main two types: countries
with constitutional monarchy and republics. In the countries with
constitutional monarchy the status of nobilities are determined and
heritage is regulated by the legislation. Actually is currently is
known the social and political role of the England aristocrats. In the
republican countries the nobility status is not regulated by the
legislation.

In the modern sociological literature well-studied model of
two countries —the Nederland and France republic is discussed. Also
is the model of England. During the research of generous heritage
researches used in both countries different methods. We got familiar
with representative example of two scientific schools and two
different context countries where the generous heritage functions as
symbolical resource. This knowledge made easier for us to use
systemic research methods in case of Georgia.

Paper is based on the sociological survey qualitative methods
and interview with nobilities and family tree descendents of

Bagrationi. The reason for research was not only description of
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modern condition, but also more large social context that
reproduction their processes. It conducted in capital Tbilisi from
June to September of 2015, surveyed 38 respondents from 21-57 ages
(including 18 women).

Important is post aristocratic social care for preservation of
historical memories. They remember their ancestors and ancestors of
relatives. Most of the respondents listed some decade ancestors
without making any mistakes, ancestors represented on the
genealogical tree. 50 % of the questioned persons live in the families
together with two or three generations or extended families. Mainly
younger families live separately, but have daily communication with
their =~ parents and  grandparents (example: telephone
communication).

Extended families give opportunities to make tight contact
with the relatives and have friendly communication with relatives
with the same age. For 20 of respondents this communication is
pleasant, but due to modern life rhythm it is not so easy to meet
frequently. They spent more time with friends and colleague among
them are also nobilities but at the time of choosing friend none of
them pay great attention to this.

On the question do you keep certain distance towards certain
categories of the social groups with whom you do not share certain
cultural codes, rules of etiquette etc. The answer was simple —
certainly, of course.

In the “Homogamic marriage” respondents who were above 51
years of age and both their parent are nobilities. At the young
generation Homogamic marriages decrease. This was important in
the 20* and 30™ of years where there was no same interest, cultural

codes with the other sociological group, was important “family
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codex” ethics. Only one respondent declared that mother was not
from nobility and father side frequently mentioned her surname
with sarcasm and this stayed as unpleasant memory from childhood.

It is noteworthy, that majority of the respondents does not pay
any attention that her/his spouse has generous origin but wished to
be so. Modern nobilities do not put under critic the nobilities who
married non nobles. Their parents and elder generation do not like
such marriages but make no any opposition.

On the question what tradition has been preserved form the
elder generation and does this tradition has any influence on their
different behavior, 22 respondents mentioned that this traditions
are: politeness, respect toward elders, some respect toward origin
and table manners. Male respondents mentioned that their fathers
educated them women respect, weapons usage, and carefulness with
the weapons, and professional dependence toward work. There was
tradition of dining (eating) together that is saved only on
celebrations. At the table topical issues of the country were
discussed. So this tradition generates in children average
conservatism, national values and saves language purity. Only three
respondents mentioned that have no any actual life style and
differing behavior. Eight of respondent children are members of
noble society clubs and young organizations of royal club. Becoming
members of such clubs made elevation of their civil obligations and
they think that generous heritage will play positive role in heavy
political and economical situation that faces current country if
today’s bourgeoisie becomes aware of this role. Fifteen of
respondents think that it is good to have different society and

connections but currently they have no important expectation.
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In the previous centuries nobilities participated in the military
and cultural educational fields currently they are mainly in the
cultural areal. All of the respondents have high education or are
students think that high education is important for receiving the
elite position.

In the 21™ century if nobilities resume their authority (there
are some question marks) on moral, education and not lost national-
cultural cognition, this will bring positive result to Country. Active
connection with the emigrant abroad has only royal family.

There is no law in Georgia that determines if anyone is a
member of nobility or not, only surname is a determining factor. 42
years old respondent expressed the will to forbide changing of the
surname without historical archive documents. 37 respondents had
no wish to request back what earlier belonged to them as there was
no real basis for this. Only one respondent returned back the
impounded apartment even this was due to fact that his/her father
was high ranking official in soviet times (although representative of
nobility) and was rehabilitated after repressions.

17 respondents positively look to the idea of patriarchate
concerning the restoration of the monarchy in Georgia if the
political condition will be appropriate. 8 respondents think that this
is not real and 10 is against the restoration of the monarchy and 3
declared that they never thought of this but believe in patriarch. The
opinion expressed in weekly preach of October 2007 delivered by
Patriarch in relation to the adoption of Constitutional Monarchy of
Georgia as form of possible state system, was perceived by great part

of the society.
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Conclusion

In the modern Georgian society nobility is only symbolical
role. In the soviet period part of the nobilities intelligentsia role, got
used to meritocratic. The second half of the 20™ century, they
survived themselves but lost their social meaning despite their
educational and cultural capital. Transformation of nobility is less
learnt, even researches are fragmental and think that in the future
should be analyzed in a more complex and also systemic manner and
include different social demographic groups.

Young generation should know more about nobilities
accomplishemnts toward the coutnry. Media should pay more
attention to descendents of nobility their current activities that help
their transformation to Georgia in heavy political and economic-

social conditions.
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Introduction

The Georgian National Academy of Sciences and the Polish Academy
of Sciences on 10 May 2006 According to the Memorandum of
Agreement, co-operation between the institutions of the Georgian
National Academy, Demographic Commission of the Department of
Social Sciences and the Polish Academy of Philosophy and Sociology
started in December 2014.

According to the decision of the National Academy of Sciences,
Academician Otar Kvesitadze, the Polish Academy of Sciences
Institute of Sociology, Professor Rafael Smoczynski who came to
establish relations, the collaboration with him was entrusted to be done
by Professor Avtandil Sulaberidze. From the year 2015 the program
was focused on the transformation of Poland's post-nobility in society
based on the results of sociological surveys and seminars.

In December 2014, at the meeting of the Presidium of the National
Academy of Sciences the report of Professor Smoczynski confirmed
that the Polish has enough experience and this was very interesting
matter for the Georgian sociologists. A sociological questionnaire was
collaborated by professor Smoczynski and professor Avtandil
Sulaberidze, and the survey was conducted by collaborators of the
Institute of Demography and Sociology: Nino Gomelauri (head of the
group), Natia Shushtakashvili, Mariam Sulaberidze and Nino
Kurdadze.

One-year co-operation between Polish and Georgian sociologists,
despite the lack of time and financial problems, was very fruitful, which
is a precondition for future scientific collaboration. For example, in
October 2015, the Polish Academy of Sciences Institute of the results
of the survey conducted on the basis of reports submitted to the
Georgian and Polish sociologists on the first sociological seminar,
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which we provide in two languages (Georgian- English) and you can
estimate it.

The Head of the Social Sciences Department
Georgian National Academy of Science,
Academician Roin Metreveli
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Rafal Smoczynski

Tomasz Zarycki

The possible application of research findings on Polish post-
noble milieu for studying contemporary Georgian nobility

Introduction

This paper is meant to discuss the possible application of the
insights of the ongoing research on Polish post-noble milieu for
studying contemporary descendants of Georgian nobility. It comprises
of three sections. Firstly, it discusses briefly sociological state of the
arts on contemporary European nobility. Secondly, it reviews major
findings of the ongoing research on Polish post-noble milieu. Thirdly, it
discusses the interplay between the noble legacy and the intelligentsia
strata in Poland. Fourthly, it considers the relevance of these findings
for the similar project to be launched in Georgia.

State of the arts

There has been small but growing literature based on empirical
research which demonstrates that European post-noble milieu (e.g., in
countries as Germany, the Netherlands, France, Poland, Finland,
Austria, but also in non-European countries as in Japan) has not stepped
out of the historical scene but instead has retained certain social weight
(Dronkers 2003; Dronkers, Schijf 2003; Korom, Dronkers 2009; Saint
Martin 2003). Clearly, today nobility is different from the feudal period
and its pre-modern social arrangements, however, the modern
meritocratic society has not dissolved several social and familial
practices that constitute the core of the noble social coherence. Even
though in some European regions including certain post-communist
countries, this milieu was deprived its material properties, this
nonetheless has not constrained them from re-creating their specific
identity. The research on modern noble and aristocratic communities,
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which has been carried out has demonstrated that the reproduction of
this milieu was particularly hinging on dense social and cultural capital
accumulated within this milieu®, featuring among other practices:
matrimonial homogamy, maintaining extended Kkin relationships,
developing genealogical memory among members of kin, practicing
primordial socialization of the offspring within the confines of the
extended family. Studies on the unique role of social and cultural
capital for contemporary nobility went also beyond the intimate family
frontiers and have examined a question whether the fact of being a
member of this milieu constitutes an advantage of assuming elite
professional positions in contemporary meritocratic societies. For
instance in the Netherlands Dronkers (2003) after comparing the elite
positions between noble families and high bourgeoisie families during
the twentieth century found that the likelihood of achieving an elite
position has not decreased for several generations of the nobility in
comparison with the high bourgeoisie. Dronkers’ explanation assumes
that the social and cultural capital of the nobility can maintain its
relevance for obtaining elite positions in modern society as long as
these families retain its distinctive characteristics, that is to say, as long
as noble families practice matrimonial homogamy, and the noble
parents-in-law sustain a critical position in the primordial socialization
of the new noble generations, which contributes to accumulation of
cultural capital.

Research on Polish nobility

The ongoing project funded by the Polish National Science
Centre (“The impact of feudal legacy and functions of contemporary

* This project was funded by the Polish National Science Centre (NCN) grant
,»The impact of feudal legacy and functions of contemporary post-noble elites
in shaping the Polish citizenship model, No. UMO-2011/03/B”HS6/03971.
This article also draws on the article Smoczynski Rafat, Tomasz Zarycki.
2012. "Wspotczesne Polskie Elity Postszlacheckie W  Kontekscie
Europejskim." Kultura i Spoteczenstwo 1/2012:261-92.
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post-noble elites in shaping Polish citizenship model”) that has been
carried out since 2012 on Polish post-noble milieu has confirmed a
number of insight that had been earlier proposed by the Western
European sociologists. The research has demonstrated that Polish post
noble elite has maintained social cohesion during the post-second world
war period (see Smoczynski, Zarycki 2012; Ochat 2011; Rogowska-
Augustynowicz 2008). According to the project investigators, the
overwhelming number of individuals that are being currently associated
with this milieu should be understood as descendants of a group of
several dozen wealthy noble families of the First Republic of Poland,
whose members established between themselves kinship relations over
the last few centuries. Contemporary relations established within this
milieu represent thus the proximal and distant lines of Kkinship,
enhanced by multigenerational deliberate efforts to cultivate
genealogical knowledge showing a countable number of lineage
combinations which crossed the individual families. This research
emphasized that the "extended family" is a relatively coherent social
group although is not governed by any formal criteria of affiliation, it
represents rather an informal “invisible society” and the membership is
confirmed by the genuine presence in the social network, which has to
be recognized by other members of family. As this research asserts,
only the post-aristocratic milieu offers a sufficient amount of dense
social capital, which facilitates social, matrimonial and ideological
reproduction process of Polish nobility. In other words, the aristocratic
network builds an adequate equivalent of the traditional "noble
neighbourhood ", which as Jerzy Jedlicki (2008) and Andrzej
Zajaczkowski (1961) noted, constitutes a necessary social grouping that
sustains noble identity over a longer period of time. Nowadays this
"invisible noble neighbourhood" despite its numerous intersections with
other classes and groups, creates a sufficiently dense social base that
prevents the erosion of the post-noble identity. Although Polish
aristocrats undoubtedly represent as specific mixed identities cutting
across different social positions in terms of class and professional
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positions, nonetheless the fact of being rooted in a dense social network
protects them from losing their peculiar identity, which happened in
case of petty gentry, who after leaving the noble neighbourhood in the
19™ century usually lost their identity over one-two generations. The
post-aristocratic milieu’s social rituals, and above all, the post-noble
matrimonial homogamy, an early childhood socialisation when young
members of the “family” spend their free time, and holidays in a
broader kinship context* - build a multi-layered space in which the
collective identity of post-nobility milieu is inscribed”.

* This practice ensures receiving appropriate corporal disposals (as mentioned
by Bourdieu 1989, 2007) in relation to French aristocracy), familial education
which constitutes a crucial amount of cultural capital (mentioned also by
Dronkers (2003) in Dutch context), and also provides efficient ways of an
entry into the wider familial network.

® The study was carried out from 2013 until 2015. The interviews were
conducted mainly in Warsaw and Krakow, but also other towns were visited
while caring out this study. The research started from addressing an interview
request to the representatives of the formal organizations who pointed
competent respondents either members of their group, or their associates, who
were knowledgeable and experienced in the analysed field. Next a "snowball
strategy"” was employed in order to establish contacts with respondents who
were not necessarily related to the formal organizations but maintained a
relationship (usually kinship ties) within a broader informal group, which we
call here the extended family. This informal milieu was identified as a key
structure of the post-nobility community in contemporary Poland. A sample
includes 72 respondents (10 women), aged from 20 to 75 years. A sample was
divided into 4 organizational categories: members of the extended family (36
respondents), members of the Polish Nobility Association (18), members of
the Polish Associations of Landowners (9), and non-associated individuals
(10). Some organizational categories overlap among respondents, thus these
numbers do not make up 100 percent. Given the republican specificity of the
Polish political system, where there is no formal institution which would
recognize and register nobility members, it is difficult to employ a sound
quantitative approach, thus we decided to carry out a qualitative research based
on interviews, which were consequently analysed according to qualitative
scheme.
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The noble-intelligentsia intertwine in Polish citizenship model

Secondly, our research was concerned with the impact of post-
noble legacy on Polish citizenship model and it was seeking to examine
the mechanism of its effectiveness for status positioning of broader
social strata, in particular, of the contemporary Polish intelligentsia
strata. It was argued that although gradually during the late 19" and
early 20" centuries the Polish intelligentsia had replaced the nobility in
assuming the elite social position it had nonetheless maintained as a
part of its collective identity a number of its former rival’s significant
features as social distance posed towards different categories of
individuals who were perceived by the intelligentsia as not complying
with the high moral and civil standards. The incorporation of the former
feudal nobility’s features was somewhat analogous to the process of the
emergence of the modern bourgeoisie, which as demonstrated by
Bourdieu - despite its "revolutionary” genealogy tended to employ
numerous aristocratic cultural strategies. The manifestations of feudal
remnants among the professional elites have been identified not only
during the Second Republic of Poland (Tazbir 1979; Mich 2000) but
also during the communist period when a number of dispossessed
nobles joined the ranks of the intelligentsia (e.g., medical doctors,
teachers, clerks) (Chatasinski 1946). This feudal legacy in fact had
exceeded the very fact of impacting the intelligentsia’s lifestyle but it
had much more profound socio-cultural consequences, given that since
its very emergence in the 19th century the intelligentsia shapes the
Polish citizenship model, which as a naturalized interpretative
framework of reality has reached the broader Polish social strata
(Jedlicki 2008; Zarycki 2009; Zarycki, Warczok 2014). This process
might be described as the establishment of the imaginary. Imaginary,
according to Laclau (1990), constitutes a discursive horizon, which
forms the field of intelligibility of social problems. Within the
perspective of imagery subordinated discourses are inscribed in a
number of superior discourse orders, which interpellate subjects in a
particular social field (Laclau 1990: 64). In other words, an effective
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social resonance is obtained by these discourses, which are pre-
determined by the dominant imaginary horizon. It should be noted that
the imaginary constitutes an example of the hegemonic structure of the
meaning that is "naturalized”, namely, it permeates informally the
everyday life. One of the most visible aspects of this legacy is related to
symbolic violence, which structures Polish status hierarchy organized
according to the dichotomist opposition between the ‘boor’ and ‘lord’
(cham and pan). This dichotomist mechanism has been operating in
various status classification games played on various layers of
contemporary Polish society (Smoczynski, Fitzgerald, Zarycki 2015).

It does not mean however, that the contemporary Polish nobility
has entirely melted with the intelligentsia. To the contrary, as our
empirical data suggest they have managed to retain their peculiar
structural characteristics as extended multigenerational families or
matrimonial homogamy in the broader kinship network. These kin
oriented aspects are certainly lacking in the intelligentsia’s based on
nuclear families, the intelligentsia’s offspring is neither socialized in a
diachronic historical perspective of the kin succession nor constitutes a
significant resource in its status positioning. Having noting this
important structural difference, nonetheless as we argued (Smoczynski,
Zarycki 2013) contemporary nobility should be perceived as an integral
part of the modern Polish intelligentsia. Following Weberian and
Marxian perspective according to which the landed gentry does not
exist as an autonomous social class given it lacks specific agrarian
means of production, this is the intelligentsia itself, which guarantees
the very existence of the post-aristocratic milieu functioning as its
specific sub-strata comprising of urban based on members employed
mainly in professional positions. We argue that this subordination of
the contemporary post-gentry members to the intelligentsia strata
resembles the interplay between Western European bourgeoisie and
aristocracy.
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The possible application of the Polish research findings for
studying Georgian nobility

The further research carried out in Georgia may benefit from
conclusions drawn either in Western Europe and Poland, but it should
also be focused on Georgian peculiarities related to historical
dependencies of Caucasian region and specificity of Soviet relations of
power. It might be assume, that similarly like in Poland, given the
republican specificity of the Georgian political system, where there is
no formal institution which would recognize and register nobility
members, it might be difficult to employ a credible quantitative
approach, thus a qualitative research would be recommended. Firstly,
the research should identify social actors who use the noble legacy and
these groups should be categorized. The question should be posed
whether these groups are informal or they are institutionalized. It is
important to examine which of these groups uses the noble legacy most
efficiently. By the effectiveness when we carried out our research in
Poland we understood an ability to effectively (and therefore widely
socially recognized) assigning oneself the role of the most legitimate
heir of the noble tradition, in particular in its elite forms, and to use this
legacy in order to legitimize various kinds of social activities. It is
interesting to examine the particularities which allowed this group to
survive during the Soviet era. The qualitative interviews may explore
the strategies of re-organization and hibernation of the former noble
milieu, which in case of Polish nobility during the communist era have
been explored by Longina Jakubowska (2012). Probably the most
interesting aim would be related to analytical description of the post-
noble milieu’s social structure. Analyses should be related to the
peculiarity of the inner group ties and their reproduction mode, inquires
should aim to explain the group membership criteria and the logic of
inner group hierarchies, qualitative questions should inquire also about
the relationship of the post-noble milieu towards other social groups.
The latter set of inquiry — following Polish case — may examine, among
other issues, legitimizing strategies of social distance employed by
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post-noble individuals towards other social groups. Finally, the research
should particularly pay attention to the Georgian post-noble milieu’s
practices of accumulation of social and cultural capital. Given that
earlier conducted research either in Poland or in other European nations
attributed a crucial role to these resources for maintaining the post-
noble collective identity, this insight should also be tested in the
Georgian context. The Georgian researchers may map this through
examining, among other issues, the following dimensions of post-noble
social life: the frequency of upholding family ceremonies (including
weddings, funerals and religious holidays), different types of balls,
which sometimes may be attended by outsiders, genealogical
competences practices among members of this milieu, primordial
socialization of the offspring and the role of extended kin networks in
this process, a practice of post-noble matrimonial homogamy.
Secondly, the proposed research would benefit also from studying the
interplay between Georgian nobility and Russian nobility and their
relationship to emerging the Georgian and Russian intelligentsia in the
late 19™ century. Here some insights might be drawn from our piece
(Zarycki, Smoczynski 2014) on the role of the peripheral Polish
intelligentsia in the context of the decomposition if Russian empire
might be useful (see also Nowak 2009).
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The characteristics of transformation of noblemen in Georgia

Before discussing the transformation of Georgian noblemen in
modern terms we think it necessary to examine the characteristics of
this process in historic context. The thing is that the creative work of
today’s generation of Georgian noblemen is greatly different from
the duties of noblemen in previous centuries. The transformation of
these latter used to take place in always sharp and complicated
political and social-economic environment. Due to this it as
characterized with whole range of things from the European
countries.

It may be said that no invasions of Arabs, Mongols, Persians
and Osmal people having various religious beliefs in previous
centuries have damages Georgian noblemen so as it did orthodox
Russia, first during the period of Empire and afterwards under
communist regime.

Russian Empire breached the terms determined in
“Georgyevsk Treaty” of 1783 signed when Georgia became
subordinated under Russia’s patronization in 1801 and using
violence abolished the royal throne, and the successors The
Bagrationis of Royal Dynasty were forced to exile from native
country. Together with them the noblemen supporting Royal family
of Bagrationi were prosecuted. Exactly in this period two layers of
noblemen of separately existing Georgian Feudal class has been

united by Russian Emperor in the class of noblemen and made them
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of equal status, though the material difference between them still
remained.

This fact is considered as one of the characteristics of violent
transformation of Georgian noblemen, which had taken no place in
European countries. The thing is that with this action Russia started
the demolition of Georgian feudal aristocracy. Namely, if before that
Georgian noblemen was represented as the aristocracy of the
country as country’s elite and it occupied leading place in own
country’s political and social-economic life after this, as in Georgia
the administration clerk chamber was already set up by Russian
Empire mainly by Russians, which were bereft of the function of
administration elite.

This was added by the announcement of Georgia as treasury
house with ecclesiastic noblemen, with servants and estates after
abolishing the autocephaly of Georgian Church, which made even
harder the transformation of Georgian noblemen and social-
economic condition even harder.

The “liquidation” of Georgian noblemen Russian Empire
facilitated her to make complete annexation of the country. It is
natural that Georgian noblemen would not get adjusted to losing the
freedom and independency of the country and often used to
organize riots and conspiracies. It may be said that the conspiracy of
noblemen of 1832 despite the fact that they lost, led to new
transformation of Georgian noblemen which was revealed in getting
education in Europe and investing it in restoration of Georgian
culture. They created the community spreading the issues of writing
and reading among the population which played essential role in the

issues of educating low layer of population — peasantry.

48





As far as the capitalism had not established in classic form in
the end of XIX and beginning of XX centuries in Georgia, that’s why
in difference with European countries, the bourgeoisie aristocracy of
noblemen in Georgia was not established in the form of elite.

In difference with 19%* century, after losing newly restored
independency (1918-1921) the “liquidation” of Georgian noblemen
lasted in more acute form. It may be said that what Russian Empire
could not manage to do the mentioned was done with more success
by repressions of Soviet time, which in difference from European
countries are carried out in two stages,the first — 1921-1940 and the
second — after World War 2. As far as in difference from Georgia,
communist repressions in East European countries have only been
carries out after War. These countries have maintained the
bourgeoisie aristocracy more or less. They have maintained national-
cultural and traditional norms to the future generation more or less
which have been found as crucial in the 1990-ies “velvety” in
moving to the market economy and restoring the independency of
these countries. In this, in difference from Georgia certain role was
played by the neighborhood with East European countries.

In difference from them Georgian noblemen had been
weakened due to the repressions of Russian Empire in Georgia could
not stand in the 19* century the communist repressions carried out
in two stages and since 1960ies factually their generation had been
mixed up in new type of communist society, when country’s
management was given the tone by peasantry “aristocracy.” As a
result of the mentioned only the nostalgia for past was left for
Georgian noblemen and they personally were transformed into
“Homo soveticus”. The generation of Georgian noblemen didn’t pay

any attention to the social origin of the spouse when making family.
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The Soviet Aristocracy was established in so called “partocracy”
form, which in the 1990ies created “cleptocratic” layer. The people
of noble origin among them are less or are not at all. This was
conditioned by the creative work in the field of culture, art and
education and science mainly.

The generation of noblemen as “Homo soveticus” appeared to
be founded on customer and authoritative type of society established
on communist ideology, the members of which have been
guaranteed from the Government with employment, salary and
pension. They were provided with guarantee of obtaining education,
social and health care. Also, if “Homo soveticus” expressed the
critical thinking against the state ideology, at least it would lose the
above mentioned guarantees or threatened with imprisonment.

Relevantly, the main social-economic layers (types) of “Homo
soveticus”: in the form of workers, peasants, servicemen and those of
free profession were created. The generation of noblemen had found
its place mainly in the social layer of servicemen and those having
free profession.

Interesting processes were developed after “revolution.” In
1989 the group of monarchists under-floor were created, afterwards
the party of monarchists was established and then the union of
traditionalists. In 1990 the Council of Noblemen was founded. In
2001 the School-Lyceum under the name of Niko Bagrationi was
founded. In 2002 the Royal Club (of monarchists) was established.

The main aim of the Council of Georgian Noblemen is to
establish the monarchist world vision, restore the Dynasty of The
Bagrationis, consolidate Georgian statehood in the form of

constitutional monarchy.
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With the initiative of the Council supporters and noblemen,
successors of historical ancestral and with the support of Georgian
Patriarchy in 2001 the conference was organized in Patriarchy on
the topic “Way to Monarchy,” in 2004 the scientific conference was
dedicated to the topic “Characteristics of Georgian Monarchism.”

The formation of the generation of Georgian noblemen into
“Homo transfomaticus” (which should be followed by “Homo
economicus”) at transitive stage (which may be basically determined
through the last names) takes place acutely together with the other
members of society. According to the sociology survey made in 1996
the following conditional types of “Homo transfomaticus” were
revealed in the first years of transitive period of market economy:
“New Georgians,” “Optimists,” “Socialists,” “Traditionalists,”
“Conservators,” “Europeans,” “Pioneers” and other. Among these
types the generation of Georgian noblemen is mainly represented in
the forms of “Traditionalists” and “Conservators” in the types
relevant to the conditional and less market economic terms.

The social transformation of Georgian society from Homo
transfomaticus into Homo economicus is taking place slowly and the
following should be considered as its preventive factors:

1. Not desirable political and social-economic environment;

2. The absence of skills of business management and state

programms for preparing as “Homo economicus”;
3. Non readiness from the point of psychology;
4. The nostalgia for the wellbeing of Soviet time family;
5. Social and health being not perfect and of low level;

6. The absence of the family economic activity programms;
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7. The solidly formed conservator traditional of Georgian

family adequate social-psychological norms in family and so on.

The factors preventing the formation of Homo sovetikus into
“Homo economicus” may be enlisted continuously but in difference
from other members of society still stigma remains the main
preventing factor of transformation generation of noblemen. The
thing is that the representatives of noblemen family were
distinguished from the other members of the company more or less
with their intellect and culture. They deserved the respect for their
honored conduct and were treated respectively among the society.
From the first years of moving to the market economy they felt
themselves as outcasts from certain point. They could not manage to
get adjusted to the “wild capitalism” and they found themselves in
social environment strange to them. The thing is that former
partocrats, representatives of mighty structural bodies, “Red
Directors” and people who seizure the state property during the
privatization process were found in the newly established elite in the
form of “cleptocracy” in the first years of market economy and those
being distinguished for the relevant wealth occupied the place of
ruling elite. For them the contribution of the generation of
noblemen in front of the country is less valuable even in science, art
and culture. Exactly this fact was not adjusted by the generation of
noblemen, but they preferred to be silent instead of expressing
protest. Instead of reformers they saw the favorites and standing
beside them is not acceptable to them. Exactly this is mainly the
stigma established in the transitive period to the market economy.
Fortunately they gradually overcome the stigma and service the

country which is the basis for the country restoration.
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Transformation of Nobilities During the 20th of Century
(Georgia’s case)

Introduction

In Georgia transformation of the representatives of the nobles
in the 20® century had been done in pretty hard political and social-
economical conditions. Meaning of their tradition, currently is not
appropriately studied in Georgian nations self knowledge. In the
different scientific researches history of nobles, their role in the
Country’s history and in cultural life is discussed but it mainly
applies to the history of the past age. Adequate researches had not
been carried out what type of influence noble origin roots over the
Georgian intelligentsia had in the modern Georgian social civil
model formation. The survey done by us, represents one of the first
attempts for studying this issue.

In Georgia condition of nobilities is essentially different from
the European countries. In Europe in genesis of the modern political
culture important role was by aristocrats. Due to not having state
system In Georgian, revolutions and repression accomplished the
special role in transformation modern society. Study transformation
is impossible without the royal family. In Georgian people’s
consciousness the work of representatives of nobles and Bagrationi —
royal dynasty is perceived as symbol of state order and

independence. This dynasty has several saints during its continuous
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ruling for over 1300 years. Even in strained terms of political crisis
the issue of changing the royal dynasty in Georgia had never arisen.

I want to mention that in Poland and Georgia small nobilities
played important roles and both countries for their whole history
were fighting for their independence so the same signs can be noted.

In 1921 Soviet Russia conquered the Democratic Republic of
Georgia. After Russian occupation country lost the chance to
develop harmonically. Many famous scientists, writers, social
workers, also many unknown but talented and promising young
people from the circle of nobles had sacrificed themselves to the
political repressions of the 30ies of the 20™ century. Though the
trace of these repressions are still felt and our society from this point
of view experiences a great loss.

As science and art was strategic field for Soviet State, then for
competing with hostile, capitalist world or indoctrination of own
population, science and culture clerks have obtained the status of
privileged payer in social hierarchy. Thought this was rather empty
status, than reality. We can say that Soviet intelligence was divided
into two groups having completely different mental and status: on
the one hand nomenclature struggling for privileges and being
corrupted, the “sense of elite” was not determined by creative
achievements, but their being in the government structures and
adjustment to the ideological conjuncture and on the other hand
even the small number of those scientists, writers, musicians, artists
who for the price of extreme economic poverty was doing its own
business and opposed political conjuncture. The representatives of
such intelligence were basically nobles and subject to mockery of

corrupted society. “Symbolic Capital” — as sociologists call it — that is

54





knowledge and education, as the non material “property” of self

value is the subject of reverence and “class” discord as well.

Research methodology

Noble role as social layer is historically recognized. In
sociological literature a lot of cases concerning the effective usage of
generous heritage is described. In the modern society and Europe
especially Western European countries even today it plays important
role. Generous heritage as was found out even currently represents
important symbolical resource usage for private entities, structures
and social groups. For the reason of studying our problem countries
of modern Europe can be divided into main two types: countries
with constitutional monarchy and republics. In the countries with
constitutional monarchy the status of nobilities are determined and
heritage is regulated by the legislation. Actually is currently is
known the social and political role of the England aristocrats. In the
republican countries the nobility status is not regulated by the
legislation.

In the modern sociological literature well-studied model of
two countries —the Nederland and France republic is discussed. Also
is the model of England. During the research of generous heritage
researches used in both countries different methods. We got familiar
with representative example of two scientific schools and two
different context countries where the generous heritage functions as
symbolical resource. This knowledge made easier for us to use
systemic research methods in case of Georgia.

Paper is based on the sociological survey qualitative methods
and interview with nobilities and family tree descendents of

Bagrationi. The reason for research was not only description of
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modern condition, but also more large social context that
reproduction their processes. It conducted in capital Tbilisi from
June to September of 2015, surveyed 38 respondents from 21-57 ages
(including 18 women).

Important is post aristocratic social care for preservation of
historical memories. They remember their ancestors and ancestors of
relatives. Most of the respondents listed some decade ancestors
without making any mistakes, ancestors represented on the
genealogical tree. 50 % of the questioned persons live in the families
together with two or three generations or extended families. Mainly
younger families live separately, but have daily communication with
their =~ parents and  grandparents (example: telephone
communication).

Extended families give opportunities to make tight contact
with the relatives and have friendly communication with relatives
with the same age. For 20 of respondents this communication is
pleasant, but due to modern life rhythm it is not so easy to meet
frequently. They spent more time with friends and colleague among
them are also nobilities but at the time of choosing friend none of
them pay great attention to this.

On the question do you keep certain distance towards certain
categories of the social groups with whom you do not share certain
cultural codes, rules of etiquette etc. The answer was simple —
certainly, of course.

In the “Homogamic marriage” respondents who were above 51
years of age and both their parent are nobilities. At the young
generation Homogamic marriages decrease. This was important in
the 20* and 30™ of years where there was no same interest, cultural

codes with the other sociological group, was important “family
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codex” ethics. Only one respondent declared that mother was not
from nobility and father side frequently mentioned her surname
with sarcasm and this stayed as unpleasant memory from childhood.

It is noteworthy, that majority of the respondents does not pay
any attention that her/his spouse has generous origin but wished to
be so. Modern nobilities do not put under critic the nobilities who
married non nobles. Their parents and elder generation do not like
such marriages but make no any opposition.

On the question what tradition has been preserved form the
elder generation and does this tradition has any influence on their
different behavior, 22 respondents mentioned that this traditions
are: politeness, respect toward elders, some respect toward origin
and table manners. Male respondents mentioned that their fathers
educated them women respect, weapons usage, and carefulness with
the weapons, and professional dependence toward work. There was
tradition of dining (eating) together that is saved only on
celebrations. At the table topical issues of the country were
discussed. So this tradition generates in children average
conservatism, national values and saves language purity. Only three
respondents mentioned that have no any actual life style and
differing behavior. Eight of respondent children are members of
noble society clubs and young organizations of royal club. Becoming
members of such clubs made elevation of their civil obligations and
they think that generous heritage will play positive role in heavy
political and economical situation that faces current country if
today’s bourgeoisie becomes aware of this role. Fifteen of
respondents think that it is good to have different society and

connections but currently they have no important expectation.
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In the previous centuries nobilities participated in the military
and cultural educational fields currently they are mainly in the
cultural areal. All of the respondents have high education or are
students think that high education is important for receiving the
elite position.

In the 21™ century if nobilities resume their authority (there
are some question marks) on moral, education and not lost national-
cultural cognition, this will bring positive result to Country. Active
connection with the emigrant abroad has only royal family.

There is no law in Georgia that determines if anyone is a
member of nobility or not, only surname is a determining factor. 42
years old respondent expressed the will to forbide changing of the
surname without historical archive documents. 37 respondents had
no wish to request back what earlier belonged to them as there was
no real basis for this. Only one respondent returned back the
impounded apartment even this was due to fact that his/her father
was high ranking official in soviet times (although representative of
nobility) and was rehabilitated after repressions.

17 respondents positively look to the idea of patriarchate
concerning the restoration of the monarchy in Georgia if the
political condition will be appropriate. 8 respondents think that this
is not real and 10 is against the restoration of the monarchy and 3
declared that they never thought of this but believe in patriarch. The
opinion expressed in weekly preach of October 2007 delivered by
Patriarch in relation to the adoption of Constitutional Monarchy of
Georgia as form of possible state system, was perceived by great part

of the society.
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Conclusion

In the modern Georgian society nobility is only symbolical
role. In the soviet period part of the nobilities intelligentsia role, got
used to meritocratic. The second half of the 20™ century, they
survived themselves but lost their social meaning despite their
educational and cultural capital. Transformation of nobility is less
learnt, even researches are fragmental and think that in the future
should be analyzed in a more complex and also systemic manner and
include different social demographic groups.

Young generation should know more about nobilities
accomplishemnts toward the coutnry. Media should pay more
attention to descendents of nobility their current activities that help
their transformation to Georgia in heavy political and economic-

social conditions.
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