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ENGLISH SUMMARY

PRININ BALLERINA T Ballet

An unforgettable Odette/Odile in “The Swan Lake”, the best Giselle
in "Giselle”, Chelita in "Don Quixote”, Queen Aurora in “The Sleeping
Beauty”, Juliet in Prokofiev's “Romeo and Juliet”, Virginia in Martin Ward's
"The Canterville Ghost”, the gipsy girl in “The Snow Queen”, and almost
all the title roles on the big stages of London's theatres — this is an incom-
plete list of the roles Elene Glurdjidze has performed.

The girl from “Mr B's" native land has been standing on tiptoes since child-
hood. She moved from Thilisi to the Mariinsky Theatre in Saint Petersburg,
and then fo the English National Ballet (ENB) in London. Elene Glurdjidze
was ENB's prima ballerina, or Senior Principal Dancer, for 13 years and
23 seasons. Besides this, she became Karl Lagerfeld s muse, the charac-
ter of Edgar Degas' painting in BBC's movie The Impressionists, Giselle in
the video clip of “It's Only Pain”, Katie Melua's melancholic song from her
album Piece by Piece.

You have performed the pas de deux part of Derek Deane’s “Swan
Lake” in the London Coliseum. This ballet is probably symbolic of
your career, as your first and last performances at the ENB was
Tchaikovsky's “Swan Lake”.

The Odette/Odile part was also the very first role | have ever performed,
and it turned out to be my first and final role at the ENB too. After the
show at the London Coliseum, the spectators stood on their feet, and threw
flowers from the hall... The stage was filled with flowers, it was incredible,
['was in tears!

You were the ENB’s Prima Ballerina for 13 years, and you left the
company at the end of the 23 season. What are you going to do
next¢

What will be nexte | can say that this is a transiional period in my career.
| am an independent arfist now, | have my own projects, ideas, and plans
that | want to make happen. | did not have time for that af the ENB, be-
cause the troupe was touring a lot...

You dance with Gaynor Minden pointe shoes that are sewed for you
and bear the inscription “Made expressly for Elena Glurdjidze”. Do
you have a pointes collection?

~ Gaynor Minden pointes are sewed in America. They are very soft, and
they contain rubber, which is why they do not make any noise. What is
more, mine are failor-made. | will definitely keep the pointes with which
| have danced "Marguerite and Armand”. Apart from a collection of
pointe shoes, | have a costume collection - | have the costumes of “Swan
Lake”, "Giselle”, "La Bayadere”, “Nutcracker”, “Sleeping Beauty”, “Les
Sylphides”, "Eugene Onegin”...

What usually happens backstage before a show2 What is the other
part of your scenic life, the one that the spectators cannot see?
In general, when | have had important premieres in my ballet career, |

have always experienced some difficulties: | was either sick, or my leg
hurt, or my back was aching... It is always like this! | remember that at the
premiere of “Marguerite and Armand”, | had gotten a cold, | had fever, |
was coughing, and feeling weak... But fortunately, everything went well.

You have almost all the classic title parts in your repertoire, but still,
which is your favorite part from your career, or the one that was the
most successful?

Giselle, Manon, and Scheherazade's parts were particularly appreci-
ated in london. Itis precisely for Manon and Scheherazade's parts that |
was awarded “Best Female Dancer” prizes... After performing Manon's
part af the London Coliseum, | sat in the dressing room for about half an
hour. | was absolutely empfied. It took me some time to gef out of the
spectacle and from my role.

In general, | like dramatic ballets, those in which you need to play with
your face, because it is a shame to dance without personality or charac-
ter. Choreography alone means nothing.

In 2009, Karl Lagerfeld, the artistic director of the Coco Chanel

House created an exclusive costume of 2500 feathers expressly for
your role in “The Dying Swan” at the concert cycles of Chanel Le-
marié’s atelier’s “Russian Seasons”. What did your encounter with
Karl Lagerfeld change in your ballet career?
Karl Lagerfeld is very open and friendly, he has a very warm and interest-
ing personality... When he made my costume and saw that it fitted me per-
fectly, he was very satisfied. He tumned to me and said: “This costume has
been created for you, so the original sketch also belongs o you.” Three
months later, he sent it to me, put in a frame and bearing his signature.
This costume has been prepared with a special technique - the feathers
are carefully put info one another and it is so delicate that one can never
dance a pas de deux in it. Just imagine: it is made exclusively from tulle
and feathers. The original costume belongs to the House of Chanel - |
used fo keep it af home but then | gave it back. It will be exhibited in a mu-
seum in the future. | have realized that affer making this costume, Lagerfeld
started using a lot of feathers in his collections; his inspiration must have
come from my swan (laughs)...

When will you be performing for “Coco”, the ballet about Coco
Chanel’s history choreographed by Yuri Possokhov?

The libretto and music of this spectacle already exist, but the project is
still in the making. When | read the book about Coco Chanel, | got even
more interested in her life; she was a wonderful woman with great vision
and inner strength.

Which is your favorite fragrance?
Chanel Chance. | have been using this fragrance exclusively for a very
long time.

In what style do you dress?

| am all about classic, and | like to be well dressed. | like Salvatore Fer-
ragamo shoes. While in Thilisi, | made “Samoseli Pirveli” make boots for
me, and | am very satisfied with them. | am now planning to order them a
very beautiful Mingrelian dress.

Do you like jewels?
I have a lof of them, but | do not have them on me all every day. | love
Tiffany's collection Paloma Picasso.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

"MOLIEREE OF THIS EAST'S™
HHOUSE IN TBILISI agcnnsdov Homse

ARCHIL BEJANISHVILI

In Ortachala, one of Thilisi’s oldest districts, only 200 meters away
from the Meidan Square and the renowned sulfur baths, stands a
lovely three-story brick house. It is difficult to guess that it dates back
to the 19th century after the reconstruction and renovation works
that have been carried out about three years ago. Long ago, it was
inhabited for four decades by the great Azeri writer, public figure,
and founder of national dramaturgy Mirza Fatali Akhundov (Akhun-
dzade). The house is now named after him, and since May 2013, it
acts as a culture house, containing the contemporary gallery “Ak-
hundov House”, the Museum of Azerbaijani Culture, the literary

café “Monsieur Jordan”, a library, and a wine cellar.

CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY “AKHUNDOV HOUSE"”
The art gallery is located in the building's basement, and has two halls,
for a total of 120 m2. Since its existence, the gallery has held 15 collec-
tive and personal exhibitions, including the following: a personal exhi-
bition of Merab Abramishvili; an exhibition named “The Two Servants
of Two Muses”, which was combining the works of ltalian screenwriter,
poet and painter Tonino Guerra, and film director and painter Rustam
Khamdamov; an exhibition presenting the works of Georgian and Rus-
sian painters from the second half of the 19th century and the begin-
ning of the 20th century, in which one could admire paintings from
such masters as llya Repin, Lado Gudiashvili, Boris Kustodiev, Elene
Akhvlediani, Kiril Zdanevich, Avtandil Varazi, and others; the exhibi-
fion “Rewoven”, presenting Azerbaijani carpefs made in Georgia; an
exhibition of sculptor Gia Japaridze and painter Shalva Matuashvili;
the collective applied arts exhibition “Seven Inspired Women”, which
presented the works of Nino Tadiashvili, Lile Pilpani, Tika Japaridze,
Salome Dadunashvili, and others. An exhibition of contemporary Azer-
baijani and Georgian artists is planned in the near future.

MUSEUM OF AZERBAIJANI CULTURE

The entirety of the building's second floor is dedicated to the Museum
of Azerbaijani Culture, which has been functioning since 1982. The
exhibition space consisfs of six halls. They present (very concisely, of
course) the history of Azerbaijani culture — from the rock paintings dat-
ing back to the Mesolithic period af the Gobustan National Reserve,
fo the most recent artistic achievements. Visitors will get to see samples
of national garments, finely sewed bags and adomments, as well
as various musical instruments. There is also Mirza Fatali’s memorial

study, in which one will find some of his personal belongings: his desk,
bookshelf, clock, and lamp. A special hall of the museum is dedicated
to the friendship between Azerbaijan and Georgia; it presents works
of Azerbaijani and Georgian sculptors, and pictures of Thilisi's Hey-
dar Aliyev Square, of Thilisi's school and library named after Mirza
Fatali Akhundov, as well as of Baku's Thilisi Avenue and “Friendship
Museum”. The museum also presents the history and biographies of
celebrated Azerbaijani individuals, such as Mirza Fatali Akhundov,
Mirza Shafi Vazeh (1974-1852), and Fatali Khan Khoyski, who was
assassinated in 1920. The three of them are buried next to each other in
Thilisi, in the pantheon adjacent fo the botanical garden.

Collective and individual excursions can be held at the museum. Visi-
tors can also benefit from an audio guide - recordings in Georgian,
Azerbaijani, Russian, English, and French are available.

LITERARY CAFE “MONSIEUR JORDAN"

This small literary café of approximately 30 seats was named after one
of the most famous characters from Akhundov's plays, “Monsieur Jor-
dan”. lts mainly oriental style has some kind of “French touch”, which
can also be felt in the background music (vintage and contemporary
French chansons) and in the innumerable beverages available at the
snow-white bar - from famous wines from Bordeaux, Bourgogne, and
Alsace, to several variefies of champagne and cognac, which is not
that usual for café-restaurants in Thilisi. The “French touch” is also pres-
ent in the menu, in which you will find cream soups, foie gras, crépes
with mushrooms or chicken, sautés & la lyonnaise, cherry pie, and
other selected French dishes and pastry. Thilisi's infelligentsia, working
circles, arfists and the city's visitors are regular guests of the café. From
time to time, literary evenings or meetings with interesting individuals
are organized. The café also has one permanent honorary host: Mirza
Fatali's wax statue is standing in the café’s corner. The statue was made
by famous Azerbaijani arfist Chingiz Babayev, who used to live and
work in London. He made it with the same method that is used af Ma-
dame Tussauds Wax Museum.

WINE CELLAR

Since 2013, the Georgian Wine Amateurs Club "Ortachala” has been
operating in the building’s basement, next to the art gallery, with a wine
cellar and a degustation hall. It has a collection of up to 500 white,
red, and rosé wines of the highest quality [mainly from small produc-
ing companies), as well as rare collectible bottles. Everybody can
taste these wines. One visit for two with a degustation of three different
wines, a plate of dry sausage and cheese, nuts, bread, and a bottle of
water, costs 60 Georgian laris.

LIBRARY

Akhundov House's library holds up to 2500 books. Most of them are
antique and rare edifions in French, English, Azerbaijani, Georgian,
and other languages. The library has already become quite popular
among residents of the Kharpukhi and Ortachala districts - even in this
era of "booklessness”, dozens of students and elders regularly read at
the library. Book lovers are probably attracted by the non-fraditional
situation of the library and its characteristic charm. The library also in-
cludes a small electronic library hall equipped with the latest technol-
ogy, so that users have access fo remote information resources.

-

In only two years, Akhundov House has become one of Thilisi's most
original and attractive cultural institutions. It harmoniously combines
Thilisi's unique magnetism, European charm, and oriental refinement.
We wish much success, development, and many interesting events to
this wonderful culture house.
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