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The Summary (Resume)

Literature perceises the surrounding world by means of artistic fiction and on the
one hand depicts the real pictures of actuality by dercribing true or historic facts, or by
means of artistic invention, uhich is the revult of the generalisation of real life; on the other
hand it represents the delivery of the author’s attitude to this reality, or it shows those
beelings or states of mood uhich are eroked in the author’s inner nature by any event. This
last, as a real imagination of a real man, is caused by real actuality.

Literature, as a process of the interaction of hereditarianism and innoration, is
historically changing in society, creative methods changed too. In literature of every nation,
including Georgian, the previous time literature always influenced the following one, this in
itself caused the mutual influenc of dibberent trends. Literature of any direction is
nourished by actuality and hereby, each of them is characterized by realism or its
elements.

Georgian literature, as is known, was always occidental typologically. Therefore
we thought it proper to review birst the European and then the Georgian literature from
the vienpoint of realism from its origin to the XIX c. inclusively. Lince the main principle
of every creative method is the artistic depiction of real actuality, therefore in European
literature the following main directions are marked out: 1. “The primitive Realism” of the
pre-historic age; 2. The Mythological realism of the antic age; 3. The Cristianized allegoric-
symbolic realism of the Medieral age; 4. The Renaissance Realism; 5. The Enlightenment
and 6. Critical Realism.

Along with the critical realism in European literature of XIX, existed and also now
exists various literary trends like: Naturalism, Symbolism, Futurism and etc; They have
their own particular traits, but the basic principle, which is common for all them is the
artistic depiction of real actuality.

For Georgian literature (as it has occidental typology), characteristic feature is
,veracious description’’ or ,,saying the truth’’. There are several characteristic features for
the religious and secular literature of the first period (V-XII centuries) . These are: 1. The
depiction of the concrete and historic actuality (reality) by eyewitnesses (Hagiography)
and the promotion of Nationalistic topics (The age of Renaissance); 2. The wide usage of
artistic invention (as elements of fantasy in Hagiography); 3. The description of everyday-
life details (Hagiography). 4. The creation of individual artistic images, who are the

representatives of different social layers, and sometimes possesses typical traits (“The



Knight in the Tiger skin”); 5. The perfection of the literary language and its adaptation to
the popular-colloquial one; 6. The exposure of the vices of sociality for the purpose of
redressing them; etc.

For Georgian Romanticism (established in the first half of the XIX century)
characteristic features are: realistic vision and components of realism, like: depiction of
actual issues of that time emerging from the Georgian reality. (The assessment of the
forced annexation of Georgia to Russia (G. Orbeliani’s “Travels” and N. Baratashvili’s
“The Fate of Kartli”); The criticism of the existing socio-political situation (Poems by A.
Chavchavadze and G. orbeliani); Presentation of the world-wide topics not in mystic, but
in the realistic aspect; Overcoming of the theory of “the three styles” of Anton the I; etc.

The Georgian Literature of the 40-50-ies of the XIX c. is already clearly realistic.
New topics, new genres, new artistic devices and the literary language, leveled to the
collogquial one; Started showing typical characters; The sharp criticism of the existing
public relationship; Introduction of the common people; In short all this, is what the
critical realism (established by G. eristavi, L. Ardaziani, D. Chonkadze, R. eristavi) has
contributed to our literature.

In the 60-70-ies XIX century, the critical realism not only takes the dominant
position, but also its theoretical issues are analyzed. This mostly, is due to the affords of
»lergdaleuli’” (name of the group of writers). The Georgian writers first came together on
the field of activities in the 60-ies, but then in the 70-ies they split up into 2 party: The first
group and the second one. For the members of the first group basic characteristic
principles are: taking forward national and social issues and their improvement in the
proper artistic way; endowing equal significance to the form and contents of a work of
fiction; Regarding the author as the national leader and the final mould and establishment
of a new, commonly popular literary language, etc. All these are shown in the essay
reviewing the aesthetic thoughts of 1. Chavchavadze and A. Tsereteli, as we think they are
identical with their fellow-thinkers outlooks and it shows the essence of the Georgian
critical realism.

For the full analysis of the ,,Unembellished realism of G Tsereteli (The second
group), it is necessary to review the aesthetic legacies of N. Chernishevski and N.nikoladze,
as they are the initial authors of this direction; Also the literary views of of E. Zolla, The
greatest theoretician of Naturalism, are relevant, because some Georgian researchers (K.
Abashidze, V. Vakhania) identify “the Unembellished Realism” with Naturalism; others
(G. Jibladze, M Gafrindashvili) don’t identify them but convict that “the Unembellished

realism” is some obscure, intermediate phenomena; And the most part think (we think



quite fairly), that the “Unembellished Realism f G. Tsereteli is the same as the critical
realism, adapted to the public demands contemporary to the author.

There is a radical difference between the “Unembellished realism” of G.Tsereteli
and Naturalism in following issue: According to E.Zola a naturalistic novel is an accurate,
matter-of-fact description of life, in which the author must stay within the frame of reality,
because he is just an artist, who depicts the reality consciously, but he himself stays aside
from pure artistic consideration; whereas according to the “Unembellished Realism “ the
author is an active member of society, who contributes to “the public progress with his
activities; he depicts life with” scrupulous truthfulness.

There is a certain difference between the “embellished realism” of 1.
Chavchavadze and the “Unembellished one’ of G. Tsereteli too, but not an essential one.
This difference shows mainly an the issue of the Type and Typicality. G.Tsereteli thinks
that 1. Chavchavadze and his fellow-writers depict the reality with the pre-elaborated idea
and with certain determination, which they adjust to the whole contents of the story. This,
from its part, produces the embellished reality, but not a real one. To attain this last, it is
due to study the reality profoundly and substantially and in this way extract the general
concept, idea from it.

Thus, from Idea to reality (The first group) and from reality to Idea (The second
group) — in the first case we have to deal with the “Embellished Realism” and in the
second-with the “Unembellished” one, which, in assent, are the two sides of the same coin;
i.e. relating to the issue of the Type and Typicality, between the views of I. Chavchavadze
and G. Tsereteli there isn’t a radical difference, but an approach to the issue from different
angles, which, in our opinion, does not affect the assent of the issue, that the Type and
Typicality represents the conversion of the universally general and abstract into the
concrete.

That the “Unembellished realism of G.Tsereteli is the same as the critical realism,
is proved by his literary legacy which, in spite of some shortcomings, almost fully presents
the Georgian actuality of the second half of the XIX c. For that G.Tsereteli can
undoubtedly be considered as the founder of the Georgian documentary fiction and a true
master, while his activities make him not only a prominent representative of the

“Tergldaleulis”, but one of the leaders too.
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