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Overview

The Cross is the symbol of Christian religion. The symbol is depicted on each
line of expressive art. It is perfectly expressed through Christian worship architecture,
displaying the central role in the process of cross-dome church planning and volume
structure formation.

The Cross was represented as an ideological basis for Georgian Christian
architecture. We are coming across the rudiments of cross-dome style in the first small
scale Christian chapel in Cheremi in the IV century. It was constructed as a square
space crosswise open from four sides, covered by the dome arch. This gave the start
up to Georgian national Christian architecture, based on the cross like dome
composition through planning and volume structure.

Through the starting preparation period the (IV-VI centuries) Georgian
sculptures are developing in two main directions: single volute and four volute
compositional structures. There are single volute churches of Saint Marine in Zegaani
(V century), Small construction of Mtskheta Djvari (VI century) Natlismcemeli (John
the Baptist) Church in Idgheti (VI century) Erelaant Church (V-VI centuries)
Shiomghvime (VI century) Small Church of Ikalto (VI century) the variable form of
the Cross are evident through these sample planning.

In line of single volute construction four volute central dome volume structure
is developing through the preparation period. The list of the churches follows the
described style: Old Gavazi (VI century) Sukhbechi (V-VI centuries) Tbilisi Kashveti
(VI century) Ninotsminda (VI century), Mtskheta Djvari (VI century) Ateni (VII
century), Old Shuamta (VII century), Bana (VII century) etc.

The described single, triple and four volute scheme constructions are grouped
among “Free Cross” and “Circled Cross” styles.

The four volute schemes in Old Gavazi and Sukhbechi Churches could be
discussed as a “Free Cross” style variation. We are coming across their graphic shape
similarity on the samples of Georgian Goldsmith (Khakhuli Triptych icon decoration
with Crucifixion etc)

Mtskheta Djvari and the similar temples have been constructed in the end of
VI and the beginning of VII centuries through the first stage of Georgian religion
architecture prospect. The general or central figure for the scheme of Cross style
churches in the Cross with the Apse on four arrows. The scheme creates cross like
inner space and exterior volume, depicted by the Cross arrows on the top of corner
rooms. The dome is erected on the traverse of the arrows.

To the end of VII century Cross like temples could not match to the religious
demands with their general parameters the following architectural epoch creates new
structure of the Cross Dome Church — like Tsromi (VII century). The sample is the
logical progress of single volute temples. For the described temple separation of the
Cross volume is accomplished by the under dome stands — four columns developing
steadily through the next centuries.

New Ishkhani and Oshki temples played the crucial role for the transitional
period of Georgian religious architecture (VII — VIII centuries).

The Cross theme is specifically processed through the second prospect era of
the middle age architecture (from II part of X to XIII, XIV centuries). The Cathedral
schemes of the mentioned period — Bagrati (XI century) Alaverdi (XI century) and
Svetitskhoveli (XI century) is customized by cross monument expression. The single
volute cross structure is still accepted by the middle age (XI — XIII centuries) religious
architectural temples (Samtavro, Samtavisi, Ikorta, Betania, Kvatakhevi, Phitareti etc.)
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marked with the central under dome space closeness towards the alter apse. The dome
of all described temples is based on west side couple of columns and alters walls to
the east except Samtavisi. Inside and outside volumes of the temples traditionally
express the cross highlighted by the east — west arrows.

Thus the principle of the middle age temple scheme is directed towards the
single volute cross like composition on the east and west side axis, generated through
the initial Georgian monument architecture — Zegaani, Small Temple of Mtskheta
Djvari, Shiomghvime etc. later developed in Tsromi, Ishkhani and Oshki progressed
by through all directions in Cathedral construction.

Tao Klardjeti temples are worth to discuss separately while their schematic
volume cross is considerably longer through east west axis.

Central dome architectural highlights of the middle ages (XIV-XVIII
centuries) are the similar to the previous epochs. The constructed temples depict the
Cross through the scheme and volume at the same time. We could underline the
following temples of the described period like: Gergeti Trinity (XIV century) Gremi
Archangel (XVI century) Ananuri Castle large chapel (XVII century) Barakoni Virgin
Mary (XVIII century)

Hereby it should be mentioned that “Free Cross” style constructions depict the
Cross from the fundaments of the building, while the exact Cross is depicted on the
top of the storage roofs in “Circled Cross” style temples with the dome on the traverse
of the cross arrows.

Thus the scheme and volume structure of the Georgian central dome churches
were based on the Christian symbol and its ideological leading power — The Cross
The Cross herewith represented the major element of Georgian architectural
decoration. It was the characteristic mark of the Christian art.

Bolnisi Sioni is distinguished by its variety of decoration Crosses of the early
middle ages (IV-VII centuries) the similar samples are presented in Akaurta (V_VI
centuries) and Akvaneba (V-VI centuries) engravings.

Tetritskaro Church (V-VII centuries) Cross Ascension composition is the
exemption with its similarity to the Mtskheta Djvari south entrance engraving.
Exceptional samples of decorative cross are presented in Tsromi (VII century)
distinguished with its simplicity.

The distinguished variety is displayed by the Crosses engraved on the front of
the temples of the transition period (VII — X centuries) Zedazeni (VII — IX centuries),
Khrisi Stephantsminda (VI-IX centuries) Armazi (VIII — IX centuries) Machkhani
(VII — IX centuries) Gurdjaani Kovladtsminda (VIII century) east face composition
gives the start to the next period temple face compositions.

The decoration Crosses on several temples are similar according to their
compositional structure to the oldest and Christian art samples presented by the cross
and its compositions.

Tao Klardjeti temples of IX — X centuries are distinguished by their
innovations of ornament cross — Ishkhani, Parkhli, Tbeti and Kumurdo (X century)
decoration crosses.

The decorative crosses of X — XI centuries generally are ornamented and
express innovative features of after previous period cross structures.

While discussing Cathedral decoration Alaverdi Temple (XI century) east face
composition is especially notable.

Specific individuality is expressed by the Svetitskhoveli decorative Crosses
with their structural and compositional features.
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The east face of the Samtavisi temple (XI century) is distinguished by its front
decoration, while all the composition is linked to the large scale well processed cross
placed on the central column. The described system is the commencement of the
following period temple decoration.

The couple of windows with cross composition appeared through the
developed middle ages in Kvatakhevi (XII — XIII centuries) Phitareti (XIII century)
Akhtala (XIII century) etc.

The decoration of the middle ages completely follows temple face separation
with its cross image.

The discussed topic presents the opportunity completely imagine the role of
the Cross — Christian symbol — for Georgian cross dome temple schematic and face
decoration development.
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3. sb3gbs

LoOoLYMEGHSEOM 09doL 053993539000 9MH0 don0sbo
396300560930l Lobom  25dM3w0bEs X30ML Mgds JsMrmme bgermgzbgdsdo,
OMIgLsg  LBogwmdzmo®© g™  JOoLEGH0BMOOL LoddMEM  X3560. g 019ds
JOoLGH0bMw  Lodo®mggemdo  gobs  (oMddsmmggeo  dosgws  Labgomo,
3900g9gbgd0m0  ©Y3MOSGHOM s  BMOMMIMIMZOM  bgarmgzbgdsdo,
OMIwgdos  9gOmMB ol 35M9WIMMI© 30O YIMEBI6.  Y39woBY
9d@ogMo@ 30 X3M0L  ™m9gddy  godm3zwobs  JMoLEBH0BM  Lo3MEEGH™
bOM»IMI036OH9d530.

JoO Mo Lo3MEH™ bOMm»IMd03OH9d0L 395GHMOmE-
31935003560 65290Mdg00L 330093930l 9Bse0BTs Mzswbsmerog g30h39bs,
6Omd  x36008 0935 04m  RwdgdEIOWOHo  dogwo  dobo  gobgzomsMgdols
3 bsBY, M3 F0MMOoMgOL JHoLEH0BMwWwo Mgmoaool BLodwoghgby.

J60LEGH0sbMwo bmOM»IMI0N3OHIo 395G ME-94Fdsn™M3560
d9awgdol  Bslabgol Lofyol 3gMomedogg (IV-VI bl) Logwmdzws© ©ogom
X30wo  3m33mbogool IJmbg  29399%0, GMIgdoi  FoModsMmms  mGO
3005MmMgd0m:  gOm3mbJosbo (Bgaosbols  §3.850G0bgl  g3arglos (V' U),
o©wgmo (VIL), 969wssbom Logosto (V-VI Lb), domdpgodol g3eglos (VI L))
5 BH9BH®o3mbdgdo (Lybdgho (V=VIUb), d3. g035%0 (VI L), bobm{idobgos
(VIV)).
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Lobg dobo L3 G0I—50TMLOZEGMO MIMAOL oaMdgEgds, M3 d9dymddo
M3 933900 0BgbL magl.
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X36M0L 3M5x803ME0 BMMTS (339¢GdOS. 00 ITIMIO0IINYW0S bgdMdOL
OMameOE 3mddmbBogom®  slg3g  3mBLGHOMIzowo  LEHOYIEGHMOOL
33W0g090Hg. by Bogowomo®, mvy  Lofilgol  3gMom@do  x3MMEo
3033mB0E0s 3mOHIOMHEIdIMES dYEms 390 MM0  BEHOYIGHMOMom, d9009Y

339 §O®ITo M350 ©sgYMHbM MM Mog30LvBEsE dEYmI dMORL S
d9L5d5d0bO© X30Mo  BogMiEg hodMmYsE0dEs mobo  39ddsmd39ds

OOR 0.

390535350 39MH0meol (VIII-X bl) b6 mmdmdmz®gdsdo dos LogMisol
39BOOL  oBbom  4MFdsNMZD O BHBOWOZMNG  Boggdmdoms  Fgefigdom
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30053 9LO 2963015690, BosE PodmoMmBg3s BHM03MbJMwo g9gadol ddmby
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d90cpmdo 396H0M©O &odMmgdd0  bgds 3md3dmbogonéd -
3MBLEAHOMJ30M  LEHOYIEHMOIMS  (33XP0WIDJB0.  dPIG SMOL  LoFOoOHM

39090M5¢q00L BLOEOOL  BoggdMdsMs T9gddbs. 033Egds  3MBLEHOWYJE0Iro

LAMIGHMOSE — 2dd0smM398s MO0  SVIMBOZWIPOL  ONORO M3OGOS
Lo3OMbg3ol  3gol  d39M0gdl, FogMsd 9O  033Wgds  BoagdmdoL

39205690000 — IMEMEMd0m0  LEAO®WJAHOOL  JoMOMIEO  F0TIOMMEGOS —

X3600L  09ds. 00/dzs ol 2963399 (33E0EgdgdL Fs0bi goboiol. og
3930509000  x¥300L  LAHONMIGHMOS  MPOWDBPYds  Lofiyobo  JgBomol

d93gdol 3og90ml — 33¢093900L BLOEWOWYJdO JOMTBINOL MEHMEYOS.

X3900 930 LORMIZWHE 230560 FJMPIEMMo bsbol 39bEGHME
— 399905>M356 dJAgdL A9MRgGHOL  LsTgds (XIVL), aM9gdol Fmoz356M9bggembo

(XVI L), 9bsgoo 89958ms (XVI L), 5bsbmEo (XVIIL), do®o3mbo (XVIIIL) s Lb3s),
6dgo3 o3l Bodmog0LoL Fob30m5MYdOL Logmom  F9bgbiEogdl.

50600,  X3M0L  ™Mgds NGO  MH30L0  LOYIEYMROWGOO 0Y™
399m3w9bowo Goda®ms 2933509000 — LogMEo®m  3MAZMBOE0sd0. SFbb
Dma0  BHodOOLmM30L  LogMEoMO  X3MOL  FMOTS  qoMg  Tobgddo  dofol
©™b0sb3g 0lsbgds (530LBIO X3MOL 3H030), b DmaogOmolmzol
X3500 033900905 Bogg0mdol  Bgs  boffoewdo (LobEsgzol  mbyBY),
(BobsBbmo x36M0L 3H030).

X360L 190l gMmn—9gHmo 3b0d369wm3569L0 298M3W0bYdss BHodsBrms
939L5EIODY  X3MOL MO gBRMYOO  2oTMbIbGIGOOL  SOBGOMDS. FOLOIMS

©I3MMGHOMO  ¥30900 0L9g3g OMAMOE  39335Mgd0m — FM(3MPMOIOMNO
X360900, 25603OEs  BMOToms  33¢0Eg0gdL. bdoMs  gbgegm, ™I

FoOON dJREWobY FoFMLIbY X3OIL 57300 39OdEILIdO YIZIwL ©d
JOoLGH0sbMwo  39HomEol  Lsbgzomo @y 499mYygbgdomo  ©Y3MOSEH0MEO

bgem3bgdol 608390Dg SOOI X309dMb.
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