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Resume

Radical change of political and social economic basis in Georgia made even
more important problems of resettlement system — in terms of its improvement
and sustainability.

As it is widely known in country management practice and urban theory
resettlement means territorial distribution of population in country, region or
single settlement, which is directly connected to state or public interests as well as
requirements of single households or their groups for dwelling, social cultural and
engineering technical infrastructure. Accordingly optimization of resettlement
system on national level requires consideration of multiple factors — from natural —
climate to economic. Sustainability of resettlement system, its flexibility and
adaptability to different events became the most important among other factors.
There is no doubt that soviet type resettlement system is not able to response to
modern challenges of resettlement on territory of Georgia.

One of the most vulnerable specificities of Georgian resettlement system is
that, main axis of resettlement countrywide is in fact the only one, from point of
view of functional load. This condition is especially reflected on social economic
conditions of South Georgian regions and their space territorial development. This
part of the country (especially Samtskhe Javakheti region) inherited geographic,
political and social isolation that seriously hindered to its territorial integrity and
processes of development of statehood and national integration.

Within this context, present dissertation provides functional planning
conditions for formation of supporting axes for main one of settlement of Georgia.
This functional planning corridor, considered as “East Axes” connects following
settlements: Tbilisi — Marneuli — Bolnisi — Tsalka — Ninotsminda — Akhalkalaki —
Aspindza — Akhaltsikhe — Adigeni — Khulo — Shuakhevi — Keda — Khelvachauri —
Batumi.

One more reason of importance of formation/development of “South Axes”
of settlement of Georgia is that it will naturally cause urbanization of depressive
regions of Georgia, their involvement in entire national economic space; it will
start potential demographic resources of these regions, facilitate to decent
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resettlement and consequently to full integration in united Georgian state. It is
clear that such integration will not happen by itself; it needs appropriate effort of
public institutions, within the frame of realization of complex strategy of
resettlement.

Formation/development of “South Axes” of resettlement is facilitated by the
factors such as: entry Black Sea through alternative way and idea of development
of Baku — Tbilisi — Karsi railway. As a result of functioning transport connections
in this direction, distribution of passenger flows and freight flows is expected in
direction of Turkey, Armenia and Azerbaijan. = While integration of railway
networks of Georgia and EU countries will cause basic functional planning and
structural changes of the regions involved in the project (as of trans boundary
regions).

According to analysis and assessment of influence reconstruction of roads is
essential precondition for stopping degradation of mentioned regions and
represents basis for their further development. Besides, just rehabilitation of the
road is not enough for starting current, difficult process of social economic
development. The goal of dissertation is update of regional programmes facilitating
to current full scale regional programmes and space territorial planning, which
ensures formation of sustainable system of resettlement of Georgia and its regions.

Due to above mentioned, for purpose of establishing space order focused on
modern visions, ensuring territorial integrity and sustainable development we
considered reasonable consolidation of Georgian South mountain regions — Kvemo
Kartli, Trialeti, Javakheti, Samtskhe, Mountain Ajara and Municipality of
Khelvachauri in one planning region and its institutionalization.

Namely within this planning unit it is possible to provide united, balanced
regional policy and space territorial planning of resettlement, which will be
directed to mitigation of functional space isolation and social economic inequality
of South region of the country. Georgian law on “Space settlement and basis for
urban development” (article 2 paragraph h) allows existence of such region.
According to the Law planning region represents territorial unity of territories of
districts formed for resolution of special space territorial tasks. Planning region
should have special status of space territorial regulation and besides space
settlement scheme should be developed for planning region.

Based on deep social economic analyses and assessment of the resources of
the territory, competitive advantages of each territorial unit are revealed,
indicating priorities, goals and tasks that would become basis for rapid
development and sustainable development of the regions.

Main reference points to which South Georgian regional economic policy
and space territorial planning should be directed could be stated as following:

e Perfection of transport infrastructure of “planning region” for purpose of

development of united transport network;

e Having economic increase focus on key cities of South Axes of

resettlement (Bolnisi, Madneuli, Tetritskaro, Tsalka, Ninotsminda,
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Akhalkalaki, Akhaltsikhe, Khelvachauri) by developing appropriate legal
basis and investment climate;

Along South Axes of settlement of Georgia development of “urban
corridor” with chain of facilities having developed central functions,
effectiveness of functioning of which will significantly be related to
continuous interchange of elements;

Development of sections between developed areas of resettlement and
strengthening settlements with additional functions presented in
dissertation (service functions, different types of tourism, recreation and
SO on);

On transport arteries of settlements, trans boundary territories
development of high quality logistics, warehouse, sorting (possible
customs) terminals and distribution centers of international importance,
equipped with modern technologies;

Supporting small and medium business with balanced policy;
Development of service sector;

Financial support through subsidizing particular projects;

Raising foreign capital

Due to above mentioned space planning provision of South Axes of

resettlement can be presented as following:

L

IT.

I1I.

Iv.

VL

Kvemo Kartli — Rustavi Gardabani urban zone, strong multimodal logistic
distribution junction — “Gate” and East portal of South Axes —
development of agriculture, industry and modern technologies;

Trialeti — digging up construction materials, natural stone, development
of different agricultural sectors, energy, tourism;

Javakheti — establishment of system of protected areas, organization of
trans boundary zones for agriculture, tourism, industry;

Samtskhe — development of forestry industry, agriculture, fishery, agro
industry, tourism;

Upper Ajara — inclusion in the system of protected areas with unique
landscape and development, development of tourism; Beshumi -
development of skiing resort, development of agro industry;

Batumi Khelvachauri zone — Khelvachauri urban poly functional zone —
“Gate” — West portal of South Axes of resettlement, strong logistic center
will be developed there as well.

Thus, the dissertation provides social economic strategy and space territorial

planning for one of micro regional level — south planning region, on conceptual

level and in compliance with decentralization trends existing in Georgia. Finally,

that will ensure development of unified national system of resettlement in Georgia

and regulation of improvement of settlements based on that.
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