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General description of the work

Actuality of the topic. Sociolinguistics is relatively new trend.
Essential studies of this topic began in the 90ies of the last century in
Georgia. In the Soviet Union this work was not encouraged as research
of the language situation includes many political and social problems,
critical estimation of which wasn’t acceptable for the Soviet Union.
That’s why it is necessary to look through and estimate many of the
topics in this field. In fact language situation of the 80ies of XX century
is not studied in details.

Questions put in this work are important as in Georgia for developing
of sociolinguistics, also for estimating language situation of specific
period of time, as this period had a big influence on political-cultural
processes in Georgia. Questions raised and researched in this work will
help to memorize not very long past events, to see the opposition with a
new and objective look and also will help to prognosticate and plan
further problems.

The aim and the problems of the research. The aim of the research
is to study the language situation of the XX century and display the
peculiarities of language policy of soviet government.

Linguistic problems were very important in the Soviet Union. The
results of language policy of that period makes many problems even
today for the post-soviet countries. In many of them situation is even
worse. Correspondingly it is very important to reveal mistakes, made in
those days and their improvement for the post-soviet countries
including Georgia.

Studied material is classified according to the sociolinguistic problems,
for example, includes the discussion about official language, questions
about functions of official language, the problem of bilingualism.

The object of the work is letters published in press, articles, that refer to
the linguistic issues. Their analyses gives us the opportunity to realize
the attitude of the society to the linguistic problems in the 80ies of the

34



XX century. Studying material is from the press, such as: “Komunisti”,
“Akhalgazrda Komunisti”, “Literaturuli Saqartvelo”, “I'bilisi”, “Sakhalkho
Ganatleba”, “Qartuli Philmi”, “Sophlis Ckhovreba”, “Saqartvelo”,
“Shuqura”, “Akhali Marneuli”, “Sabchota Abkhazeti”, “Sabchota Oseti”,
“Vechernii Thbilisi” and etc.

Scientific novelty and basic results of the work. In this work we
analyze language situation in Georgia during the destruction of Soviet
Union. This is the important period of time for Georgia that hasn’t been
studied in details yet. To do this we chose the press of that period. The
issues have included all aspects of pragmatic linguistics, besides citizens
of any social level and ethnic groups wanted to discuss this question. We
can say that “big discussion” was made in reference to Georgian as an
official language, relativity of education and official language, functions
of official language, bilingualism, multilingualism, lingual originality in
different parts of Georgia (Abkhazia, South Ossetia) and many issues.
While studying language situation, it’s important to study attitude of
members of society to different kinds of language minorities.

Research has shown that many linguistic problems of XX century aren’t
solved even today in modern Georgia: the law of language, teaching
foreign language at early age, integration of language minorities in
Georgia.

Methodology of research. We used statistical, descriptive methods of
research, analyzes of written sources and in some cases typological
methods.

Theoretical and practical meaning of the work. material, shown in
this work is important as in theoretical also in practical way. Facts may
be used as recommendation in working out language policy, will help
those who are interested in these issues.

The structure and quantity of the work. The work consists of
printed 476 pages. The main part is 196 pages. It consists of
introduction, 7 chapters and conclusions. Also the list of used literature
and sources is attached (91 scientific literature and 266 sources) also
enclosure is attached, which contains of 217 pages.
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Short summary of the work

In the introduction it’s given general characteristics of the work,
scientific novelty, theoretical and practical meaning of the work and

goals and issues are defined.

Chapter 1

The issues of official language in Georgia and

language legislation in the Soviet Union

The 80ies of XX century is the time when the Soviet Union begins to
dissolve and it is characterized with the basic changes. The republics
which were the parts of the Soviet Union want to separate, and the
society is very active, the whole society discusses social and ethnic
linguistic problems. They pay big attention to the constitutional status of
language, and when, in the Soviet Union it was under danger, the society
reacted openly and reached the goal, maintained the status of official
language (e. g. 1978 — fighting in order to protaction the constitutional
status of languages). In the chapter I we discuss the constitutional law of
languages, aspects of discussions around the language legislation. The
research reveals that legislation and the real situation was used for
political purposes (e. g. three official languages in Abkhazia). Even today

they continue to discuss the questions which were risen in those days.
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Chapter II

The issues of qualification Georgian dialects
according to the press of 80ies

The issue of differentiation of Georgian dialects is one of the biggest
problem during the last decade. Debates refer to the definition of the
status of megrelian-svani languages, they are either defined as languages
and equaled to Georgian language or are defined as dialects and placed
with other dialects of Georgian language. They also debate on the
question whether this problem should be discussed only in scientific
field or we should take into consideration political field. Specialists and
members of society always declared in press that mother tongue for
Megreli and Svani is Georgian as for many Georgians, Megreli and Svani
served to Georgian literature in Georgian but their definition into
Georgian-Megrelian-Svani-Adjarian people was understood as Russian

separative politics.
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Chapter III

The problem of bilingualism in Georgia in the
80ies

The problem of bilingualism became very actual in the second half of the
70ies. In so called “soviet bilingualism” one language was necessarily
Russian. “confluence of languages and nationalities” was aimed to form
Soviet people, who would speak one language. To reach this aim soviet
government wanted a) to form national-Russian bilingualism (which
meant not just knowing second language but having two native
languages). b) next step would be fully replacement of mother language
with Russian and thus to form monolingual country. Monolingualism
meant using Russian as an official language.

The government encouraged bilingualism, they revealed only positive
sides of it. In fact Russian was the official language in union countries.
Appeared Soviet clichés “second native language”. The priority of
Russian was admitted in the whole Soviet republics, they paid big
attention to teaching Russian at schools, in universities studies were
conducted mainly in Russian. Russian was the language for relationship
with the union countries.

Union republics were aware of danger of national-Russian bilingualism.
National languages and nations in the union were in danger. So, from
the beginning of 80ies they tried to stop this process.

They opposed the supporters of bilingualism and paid attention to the
role of national language in performing personality, they tried to confirm
this scientifically according not only on local, but also on foreign
studies, revealed the bad results of national-Russian speech and tried to
show the hard conditions of national languages.
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Chapter IV

Functions of official language in the system of
education

The most difficult situation was in the system of education. Studying the
press from this point of view revealed following characteristics : a) it was
constitutionally admitted to get education in native language. To satisfy
this requirement they opened schools for minorities (ex. Pupils got
education in 8 languages in Georgia). b) although it was guaranteed to
get education in native language, people chose Russian because it was as
an official language, and it was impossible to make professional career.
c) Georgian was not foreseen as an official language in non Georgian
schools. d) subjects were taught in Russian in secondary schools and
universities. e) specialists try to warn the society against the negative
results. f) but as we see the society finds it hard to analyze mistakes
made in the past and the situation gets worse — in our reality English has
replaced Russian. English is taught from the first form, foreign schools
and kindergartens are very popular even today. g) Russian was the
dominant in science, thesis should be maintained only in Russian, the
majority of scientific articles were in Russian too, the curriculum of high
schools should be approved in Moscow (the department of Georgian
language and literature of Thbilisi State University had the curriculum
approved in Moscow). From the 70ies they received the obligation from
the “centre” to read some subjects in Russian at high schools, this wasn’t
fulfilled because of objection of professors. At the end of 1987 they
received a command, according to which, all text-books in high schools
should be published in Russian, otherwise, the Soviet Union had to give
permission to publish the books in non-Russian language.
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Chapter V
Characteristics of changing toponyms according
to the press of 80ies of the XX century

At the end of 80ies the speech about renewal the sovereignty of Soviet
republics. One of the actual topic was to give back their historical
toponyms to different geographical places.

This was the time when new problems were risen about the toponyms.
looking through the Soviet toponyms makes clear that geographical
names reflect historical reality and changes with the political situation.

From this point of view is significant the period after becoming Soviet
republic. The names were changing constantly, mainly by the names of
revolutionaries (such as “Shroma”, “Octomberi” and etc.)

As far as we know Soviet dictates made influence on religion, especially
on Christianity. They fought against Christian toponyms (ex. Qristesi
became Ankara , Mravaldzali — Mtiskalta and etc.)

In the booklet of the institute of South Ossetian central executive
comity of that time, we read that geographical names were given after
either religion traditions or feudal and they should be changed.
Toponyms were changed also in Georgian territories outside Georgia and
in territories where there many national minorities (Abkhazia, South
Ossetia) newcomers trued to confirm their autonomy, in this way and
they changed many Georgian toponyms.

Besides, the press informed that in the Soviet Union there were more
than 80 cities and villages named Kalinini, 70 - Kirovi, 30 -
Ordjonikidze, and so on. 8 villages - Octomberi, 6 - Gantiadi, 5 — Kirovi,
3 - Pirveli maisi. This was one of the means of deleting nationality and
making up the Soviet people.

Georgian press desperately tries to take back toponyms, groups involved
in national movement want to study the question in details and restore
old names. professionals look into the future and ask to make some kind
of mechanism to protect changes, they ask to make the “red book” of
toponyms.

The press actually discusses the issue of micro-toponyms, the names of
the streets in Tbilisi. They suggest Georgian-national names instead of
existed ones.
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Chapter VI

The issue of language orientation of national

minorities

The chapter 6 consists of three subchapters: 6.1 The role of Russian
language in national countries. 6.2 Samtskhe-Djavakheti - language
orientation and problems according to the press of 80ies. 6.3
Azerbaijanis in Qvemo Qartli and the issue of their language competence
according to the press of 80ies.

And includes description of language situation in those regions where
there live ethnical minorities.

According to the press of 1989 the percentage of ethnical minorities was
high in comparison with today. 70.1 % were Georgians, 29.9 % - ethnical
minorities. There were Azerbaijanis, Abkhazians, Ossetians, Russians,
Greeks, Jews, Qurds, Ukrainians, Tatars, Armenians. Georgian-Jews was
another group, members of which considered Georgian language as their
native language. Compactly inhabited were Armenians - 8.1 %,
Azerbaijanis - 5.7% ossetians — 3%, abkhazians - 1.8%, in high
percentage were Russians - 6.3%. These minorities appeared in Georgia
by means of migration.

Ethnical minorities compactly live in those places which are near the
borders of their countries. Armenia borders Samtskhe-Djavakheti,
Qvemo Qartli borders Azerbaijan, Shida Qartli borders Ossetia (in
Russian federation) but Abkhazians do not have their country. The
problem of integration of ethnical minorities in modern society is not
solved yet. They are separated from native population, which is due to
not knowing official language. Ethnical minorities in Georgia were
mainly bilinguals, second language was Russian which they sometimes
considered as a native language. The soviet government didn’t encourage
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integration of ethnical minorities with native population. It tried to
maintain national language and cultural differences.

In the Soviet republics they didn’t have conditions to learn official
language, Georgian was taught by non professionals and time was not
enough to learn the language. Georgian language was completely taken
out from the curriculum in some non-Georgian schools, the result of
this was that the level of teaching Georgian was very law in non-
Georgian schools.

They specially made compact villages for minorities, made autonomies,
which were the basis for the Soviet government to provoke conflict
situations.

After destruction of the Soviet Union, two ethnical conflicts emerged in
Georgia, in which language issues were decisive, some experts classify
this conflicts as “language battles”. Thus, right language and educational
policy would be the guarantee to solve these problems.

The question of language orientation of ethnical minorities in Georgia
was especially active during the national movement. Minorities were
often scolded for not respecting national values of basic population,
ethnical minorities neither knew nor wanted to learn the native
language.

Every time, when national movement was intensive, minorities always
objected with their requirements (when they published state program,
where knowing official language was obligatory, negatively reacted
minorities, they required to give the status to their languages).

Although there was different attitude, a part of minorities was interested
in learning the language of the country where they lived, then parents
took their children to schools where studies were in the language of
republic.

The main requirement to the ethnical minorities was to learn the official
language and to respect local culture and thus to integrate with the
population where they lived. This problem is not solved in many post-
soviet independent countries.
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Chapter VII

The question of functions of official language in the
80ies of XX century in Georgia

Chapter 7 consists of 7 subchapters: 7.1 the issue of normalization of
Georgian literary language according to the press of 80ies. 7.2 the
problem of official language as juridical language in the 80ies 7.3 the
question of terminology in the press of 80ies. 7.4 function of official
language and the question of dictionaries in Georgian press. 7.5
development of translation in the 80ies. 7.6 function of official language

in organizations.

Official language has its special functions. These are the language of
administrative texts, laws, this is the language of learning and
information. It fulfils these functions in political, social, economical and

cultural fields.

Taking care for the literary language means to standardize it, making

terminologies, dictionaries.

Making literary language has a long history, but its functions were

restricted in the 70ies of XX century.

This was a new period in the Soviet Union, when they gradually
restricted national languages and replaced them with Russian. This was
the time (1978) when the official status of Georgian was in danger. the
status was saved but this hasn’t changed the languge situation much.
Russian was dominant in many fields of functions of official language. It

was written in press: “the official status was only juridical one for the
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languages in Caucasus, in fact Russian was the official language, in many

organizations they used only Russian”.

The society paid a great attention to this problem, if in the I half of XX
century they sometimes published the articles about saving linguistic
norms and maintain the purity of Georgian, from the II half they paid
much attention to the sociolinguistic aspects, they complain about
restricting the official language. “Undisputedly, the official language has
the highest sociopolitical status, this superiority should be shown by

giving state language the status of official language”.

Specialists tried to find the way out from this situation, they suggested
the society to protect the language more actively not only the specialists
but also the citizens should be involved in checking the case of teaching

and using Georgian in secondary and high schools and universities.

The press of 80ies paid great attention to the using the language in justice
and legislative acts. The language of legislation was mainly Russian,
letters were written only in Russian, specialists required to publish the
laws as in Russian also in native language, to avoid not only rough but in

some cases fatal mistakes.

This was supported by the situation, that they didn’t pay much attention
to the translation of terminology in national language, which impeded
the process of publishing text-books in national languages. the press

required making a dictionary of special terminologies.

Discussion is conducted in press about terminology (mainly in technical
field) they try to correct the mistakes made during the translation from

Russian.

The press clearly shows how much was the requirement on dictionaries

in the 80ies.
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There was a coordinative centre, which not only gave reviews but also
studied different kind of dictionaries and gave recommendations and

established their quantity.

The press paid great attention to collaboration with ethnical minorities

and especially to the translation into Abkhazian and Ossetian.

The field of translation was one of the problems in those days. In Soviet
Georgia the translator translated in the Russian, this was because the

translators were mainly foreigners.

The official organizations, their authorities and workers objected to the
national movement. Often they didn’t comply the requests, because they
were in Georgian. Non-Georgian part of workers either didn’t know

Georgian or didn’t use it on purpose.

Linguistic norms were violated while making different kind of

advertisements, mottos, signboards, posters.

From the 80ies, Georgian society took great care for official language, to
protect its purity. The press had different kinds of rubrics, many kind of

programs in radio and television.
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Conclusions

Researching press of the 80ies of XX century showed that, discussed
topics are active even today (after 25 years of independency) some of the
problems aren’t solved yet.

1. Dominant language in the Soviet Union was Russian, not having
constitutional status, made Russian indeterminate and in fact it
played the role of official language in the Soviet Union, even
those languages which had their constitutional status (Georgian,
Abkhazian, Armenian) couldn’t fulfill their functions.

2. The Soviet republics tried to regulate linguistic issues, they
asked to award official status to national languages, in order to
save national languages, made linguistic programs, although
those problems which emerged at the end of the XX century are
not solved yet (ex.: receiving the law about language, due to
conflicts government can’t control the autonomies made during
the Soviet Union).

3. At the end of 80ies the discussion was conducted once more
about the qualification Georgian languages (Georgian,
megrelian, svani) which is not solved yet.

4. The question of bilingualism was the main part of soviet
ideology to make monolingualism. After making Soviet people
Russian was to play the role of official — communicative
language. National languages had the family function, examples
of which we already had at the end of 80ies.

5. Especially hard was the situation with the functions of national
languages in the field of education. Getting education in
national language was approved. To satisfy the request union
republics had schools in languages of minorities, however the

population of the Soviet Union preffered to get education in
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Russian (schools and universities) because without Russian
person who had high education couldn’t reach anything.

Subjects were taught in Russian. Specialists tried to warn the
society against the negative sides of getting education in foreign
language. But it seems that the society forgets the mistakes of
past and in some cases the situation is even worse today:
English has replaced Russian and in many cases it plays the role
of official language. English is as prestigious as Russian was.
Foreign kindergartens and schools seem attractive. Also it’s
obligatory to learn English from the first form in schools,
although the specialists (teachers, psychologists, linguists)
advise that it’s better to teach second language from the 3d form
to avoid the risk which may occur while teaching foreign
language from the very beginning.

National-Russian bilingualism of the Soviet Union is replaced by
national-English one.

Looking through the Soviet toponymy, makes clear that names

are describing historical reality and they change with the
change of political situation. At the end of 80ies the society
demanded to restore historical toponyms and the specialists
demanded to work out some kind of legislation to protect
toponyms from further changes. Toponyms were good means
for ethnical minorities to delete historical reality, which was the
reason of conflict with the aboriginal population. Toponyms
were changed, translated, these changes were sometimes
spontaneous, sometimes they did it specially. This is the
problem even today, because they continue to change toponyms
in Georgia, especially in the conflict areas.

The press of 80ies revealed how problematic was the question of
orientation of ethnical minorities. Most of the minorities in the
Soviet Union were bilingual. The second language for them was
Russian, which they sometimes considered as a native language,

as a rule they didn’t know the language of aboriginal population,
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they used Russian for communication, which impede their
integration with the native population. Even today, in many
independent post-soviet countries the problem of ethnical
minorities is not solved.

The press of 80ies showed the total mobilization of the society
for protecting the official language. From the end of 80ies a big
attention was paid to the official language making dictionaries
and terminologies and developing the field of translation.
Protecting the purity of language was the main problem form
the whole society, functions of official language in different
kinds of organizations.

Those problematic linguistic questions, which were put during
our research, are not solved even today, in some cases the
situation is even worse. The standard of functions of official
language ( ex. Signs are mainly in English, thesis are written in
English, the second language for official documents is English)
the organizations which were to control the functions of
official language are abolished, ex.: the commission to establish
the standards of Georgian literary language (further — the state
committee of Georgian language) was abolished.

They made the chamber of state language under control of the
ministry of education, but it doesn’t have those functions which
the previous organizations had.
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