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Resume

Nowadays 38 EU member countries (including Georgia from 2011) are
incorporated in the European Landscape Convention; the convention was
submitted for signature in Florence on October 20, 2000 and came into force on
March 1, 2004 after 10 states ratified the document. This convention, for the first
time in the history of Europe, considers landscape as a cultural heritage. Its
protection, maintenance and development are one of the greatest tasks of the
society.

Landscape represents humans’ vital social and material environment that has
crucial influence on forming their identity. This indicates human’s right on
‘her/his’ landscape and infringement of which represents the infringement of
humans’ one of the rights. On the other part, every person’s responsibility for
protecting and developing the landscape is also underlined. As humans, at all
stages of their development, make their fingerprints on their vital, living
environment, in the modern conditions the internal contract towards the
environment is a well-thought-out responsibility of the adult’s inner activity. The
governments of the signatory states (including Georgia) have assumed
responsibility to create the appropriate instruments for protecting, maintaining,
restoring and developing the landscape.

Alongside modern globalization and increasing of society’s awareness, our
living-space has involved the whole earth. Despite this, humans are still inclined
to discuss about directly perceivable, surrounding area as such. In recent decades
this found reflection in our capital too, where collapse of urban infrastructure,
decrease of living standard and expanding building clearly outlined that humans’
who are connected to this activity have a strong deficit of public awareness, that
reflected in dismantle of social and material fabrics, dissolution of its appearance.

In this context, one of the most important components of the natural
landscape — Hydronet city planning role in Tbilisi urban development is being
discussed in the dissertation. There are approximately 60 rivers and 10 lakes in the
city; they are inseparable parts of its natural and urban heritage. Rational and
correct usage of natural resources is the topical and urgent problem of the modern
city-building. The existence of an effective system of city’s complex environmental
assessment, analysis and monitoring is essentially important. Because, architecture
and city building are directly connected to the natural environment, and city
planning regulation serves to establish space order in the territory, the current and
urgent issue of the modern urbanistics is the necessity to study water facilities and
problems connected to its adjacent territories. In addition, water facility in this
dissertation is considered and reviewed such vulnerable phenomenon of the
nature, as small rivers of Tbilisi. Also, certain attention is paid to the lakes,
drinking spring waters, ect.

It is worth mentioning that before the urban expansion, Tbilisi’s small rivers,
with rich flora and fauna, were attractive because of their fresh water, sacred, wild
environment. From 30s of 20th centuries has begun the degradation process of
these rivers. From time to time the coasts of the rivers were deforesting, illegal and
quasi-legal buildings, inflowing of industrial wastes and pollution, trash throwing,
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felling the rivers in the collectors and connecting the plumbing system and
burying some of them. The circumstances carried out in our capital within the last
decades, growing urbanization, an accelerate time of city life, which was added by
the indifference and disregard of the Society and State Governing Bodies, who
were responsible for the protection of water objects and management issues,
caused the negative results that was characterized in the degradation of our living
environment. Although, restoration and recovery of the rivers is the possibility of
completely change the urbane landscape. The quality of our rivers should be used
for the important measure of the sustainable urban development. By this way, the
city will impart more recreation spaces and it should make a favourable condition
for investors for developing the new business.

In this aspect of the course thesis Thbilisi’s water objects’ heavy conditions are
described after the executed researches and on the basis of gaining information,
also here are decided the city planning (forming) methods and urban management
ways so that the amendment of this condition and their further management is
possible. The conclusions and recommendations are also given, that is necessary
for solving this problem.

Within the city building practice, the main and necessary priority must be
the protection of water objects according to the ecological factor and their spaced-
territorial and functional-planning arrangement. These priorities should be
defined in the city’s main city planning (forming) document, existing for nowadays
- in city Tbilisi’s perspective development general plan (2009). Exactly this plan
defines those trends and attitudes, which survive our town’s hydronet, solve the
existing problem and decide the future development ways.
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