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REZUME

The main role in researching of folk chorographical art our country, have cultural
monuments which time by time appeared under the ground and which are studied by the
field one of the historical sciences — archeology.

These monuments are: anthropomorphic figures of Imiri hill and Arukhlo hill, clay bowl of
Ozni with the picturesque (figurative) signs, Trialeti silver bowl, the bronze belt of Satovle
Nabaghrebi, clay and bronze ithyphallic sculptures, Rekhi stone with the dancing monster
pictured on it, pitcher of Samadlo, Isarna of Samadlo, Kavtiskhevi stamp with the dancer
pictured on it.

The archeological samples showed in the work are distinguished not only by their diversity
and highly artistic level but also as the monuments, connected with cult worship, with their
deep contents. It must be noted that the human figure’s hands and feet movements, pictured
on these samples, are the same as nowadays Georgian dancing movements. And this fact
allows the research material to be estimated as the Choreofolk point of view. Besides, these
monuments draw parallels with the different archeological samples, found outside of Georgia
and with that they are the examples of relationship among Georgian and foreign cultures.
The research material makes us an idea about Georgian dance place in pagan period human
being, also gives an information about Georgian dance genesis since Neolithic and Eneolithic
age to Hellenistic age.

The Doctoral Thesis consists of 244 pages, which are separated into introduction, six chapters
and a conclusion. It also has contents, used literature and illustrations.

The foreword shows the meaning of the research material, topic actuality and its problems
and Objectives. There is underlined the novelty, which is obtained after research material
studying. Also the theoretical sources, which helped in analyzing and obtaining the valuable
conclusions.

In some dancers’ and choreographers’ creative practice we often meet the restoration of
choreographic samples according to the archeological monuments as there are Ia

Makatsaria’s dissertation “Georgian Choreography Transformation Problems in Cultural-
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historical Context” (2003 year) and Valeri Romm’s dissertation “Semantic of Human’s oldest
picture — Choreographic aspect” (2001 year).

Both of the authors — Ia Makatsaria and Valeri Romm have two different methods to restore
the archaic dances. V. Romm tries to do it by means dancers. He thinks that it is possible to
get the whole choreographic composition even from one dancing pose. According to this
method, he forms the new method of researching the archeological monuments - “Paleo-
choreography”. As for Ia Makatsaria’s method to restore the dance fragment pictured on the
pitcher of Samadlo by computer animation way, we aren’t against of it, but we think that it is
not right to correspond the music material to the restored dance, especially song and then
say that the figures pictured on the archeological monument are dancing on any part of this
song.

During the archaeological excavations in Kvemo Kartli (1965 — 1971, leaders — Al
Javakhishvili and O. Japaridze), there were found the fragments of clay dishes with the
anthropomorphic figures’ relief pictures on it on Imiri hill and Arukhlo hill, dated by the VI-
IV millennium B.C. of Neolith-eneolithic age.

The main characteristic signs of these figures are the symbol of the male sex organ (palosi)
and the hands’ uncommon raised position, which can be perceived either prayer man’s
gesture or man’s dancing pose. The most dynamic is noticed on the figures pictured on the
fragments of the dish found Imiri hill.

The hands of Imiri hill figure are in raised position. The legs are kneeled as if the figure is sat.
Maybe the author wanted to show the knees. If we observe the figure well, will see that it is
pictured as if it is moving. The body is bent to the right side from us. The weight of the body
is on the left foot and the right one may be raised in the air. If we had been able to change
the position of the figure’s feet, or the weight of the body from the left foot to the right one
and this movement had repeated several times, we would have got simple two steps dancing
movement — “kuntsuli”. The examples like the figures of Arukhlo hill and Imiri hill are in
many countries of the world, but especially Georgian anthropomorphic figures have
iconographical similarity with the figures on the relief of Valcamonica rock. It is also

important, that “Mrokav-mlotsveli” (dancer-prayer) figures of Imiri hill and Arukhlo hill are
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ichnographically similar to the first sign of Ozni clay bowl - “kuntsula”, which is dated by
the Eneolithic - Early Bronze age and the dancing monster of Rekhi dated by the N.
Vacheishvili by the IX-VII centuries B.C.

The clay bowl of Ozni was found in Tsalka district, in the burial #1 of the village Ozni in
1947 during the archaeological excavations, which leader was B. Kuptin. It is thick-walled,
dark red surface dish with symbolic sings.

There are five large separated clay symbols pictured on the out wall of Ozni clay bowl. We
must discuss the location of these figures. They are located round on the full surface of the
whole dish. The most important sign is the raised hands dancer’s image (Kuntsula). If we
continue examine the bowl, will see, that the second sign is sacrificed horn animal’s image
and at the same time dance draught. The third sign is image of deity to which the animal was
sacrificed. The fourth sign is “the tree of life”, which branches are also spirally rolled. The
fifth sign is horn of animal, which is the symbol of fertility and at the same time dance
draught.

Except the image of “Kuntsula”, the second and the fifth signs also mention about the
dancing action. The first sign “Kuntsula” is exactly among the second and the fifth signs. We
think that it is fact the dancing action dividing into three parts. This type of dance we meet
in the ritual of Dzeoba (Son’s birth) described by Teimuraz the II, during which was
performed the dance “Samaia”. The men were on the one side and the women on the other
side and among them was dancing “Menestvi” (musican).

The same performance is Pshavian “Samaia”, described by A. Tataradze, where people were
standing as triangle.

It is significant that the movements of the ,,Pshavian Samaia” like the bird’s flying and must
be connected with the deity “Samaia”, which according to D. janelidze ,,had the bird’s face”.
Nowdays these movements are in women dance ,,pshauri”.

In 1938 archeological expedition of Trialeti in the district of Tsalka found silver bowl. There
is the most important fact of the dance action on the bowl. The researches think the moving
of the figures as “Perkhuli” (round dance). But we think, that it’s not right, because the

etymology of Perkhuli is “mrgvalt tskoba” (rounded lay) and according to it’s meaning, the
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circular structure of the dance action is abolished by picturing the sitting figure and the life
tree. It’s obvious that the figures are moving towards the sitting figure and the life tree in one
row (“mtskobri”) and not circular.

This form of the dance is noted in the 150 psalm as the term “mtskobri”. So we can say that
the dance term “mtskobri” was even in 5% century. As for the figures’ moving on Trialeti
silver bowl. This style of dance has more than 4000 year history.

The figures of Trialeti silver bowl find the parallels with Uruki dish and the relief
composition of Karatepe castle wall. But the researches made us to be sure that the
information on Georgian monuments is closer to Khetian world than to Sumerian.

In the work “About One Khetian Object in Asia Minor” by E. Giorgadze, we saw the
important parallels among Telephinus holiday and the topic given on Trialeti silver bowl. So
we can convincingly say that the sitting figure on Trialeti silver bowl is the image of
Telephinus. Although it must be said that Trialeti bowl isn’t Khetian culture monument. But
Khetian culture has its influence on that time Georgian culture.

Georgian ethnographic space knows well Khetian deity Telephinus. There are many
examples, as for similarity of Khetian Telephinus holiday and Svanian rituals “Murkvamoba”
and “Sakmisai”, Khetian Telephinus and Svanian “Melia - Telephia” - “Telephinush” -
“Telphishi”, also in Svaneti there is deity “Adrekila”, which is similar to Khetian Telephinus
either with performance or with the details of holiday.

For its part, the similarity of folk “Melia - Telephia” and iconographical “mtskobri” (dance in
one row), make us to think that “Melia - Telephia” and same style dances as: “Ialis Tamashi”,

«

“T'sinamdzghola”, “Ohoi Nano”, “Bari”, “Laloini” and “Iav Kalti” are the dances of “mtskobri”
(dance in one row) type.

In 1977 - 1981 years the archeological expedition of Mtskheta found the bronze belt. It was
in the archeological monument “Satovle” in the village Dzegvi near the beginning of
Zaridzeebi’s water, in the 5% burial of the place “Nabaghrebi”. It was dated by the IX - VII
centuries B.C.

There are two scenes of masked men on the belt. The first one is pictured in the up space of

the triangle tip. Four masked men are standing behind of each other. The left feet are
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stepped and the right hands are on each other’s shoulders. They are making the dance of
“mtskobri” type. So this type of dance is similar to Svanian “Melia - Telephia” and the dance
pictured on Trialeti silver bowl. Satovle Nabaghrebi bronze belt is the connecting ring
among rows pictured on Trialeti silver bowl and “Melia — Telephia.

The second scene is pictured in the down space of the right triangle. The dance is performed
by two masked men. They perform the scene of couple’s dance. According to this scene we
can say that it is the simple dance action like scale - when one figure is up, another is down
and vice versa.

As for the subject of this scene, it is one dancer’s advantage to another one. This confirms the
directions of their hands, when the left figure’s hand is towards the right one and he even
touches to his head. And the left figure tries to defense himself. This kind of dance is similar
to struggle of khan and “sakmisia” in “murkvamoba”.

The scene of couple’s dance isn’t fixed in any archeological monument found in Georgia and
is the unique example of couple’s dance in the iconography.

Many other dance actions are found on the clay and bronze ithyphallic sculptures in IX - VII
centuries B.C.

The conditions of all the figures’ hands and legs show that they are the men standing in some
cult action pose. The pagan holidays are known as: “Sakmisia”, “Berikaoba”, “Keenoba”,
“Dance with leaf”, “Phadiko”, “Datvobia”, “Harikela”, but there are no notes that some of
them are performed by any dance. The dances were always improvised and on the whole
the erotic scenes were mentioned. So are the bronze ithyphallic statues. They don’t perform
any specific dance, but show cult characters.

The same examples of round dances are given on the Isarna and the pitcher of Samadlo dated
IV-I centuries B.C.

I. Gagoshidze connects Isarna and the pitcher to the wine and the cult of fertility
(insemination). We can’t say that it isn’t true, because Isarna is the dish, where is kept the
wine came from satsnakheli (winepress). As for the pitcher, it is symbolically connected with
the cult of fertility (insemination). The human of pagan age makes such kind of dish for the

fertility (insemination) deity and asks him for plentiful harvest, also the harvest of grapes.
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Except this, both the round dances of Isarna and pitcher are similar. There are also some
differences among Isarna and pitcher. But it is very important that round dance of Isarna is
pictured without ritual attributes. That confirms that in IV-I centuries B.C dance is the part
of ritual, but it may be performed independently.

The independent development of the dance is shown on Kavtiskhevi bronze stamp. It was
found by archeologist Nodar Nakaidze in 1975-76 years during the archeological dig.

The figure pictured on the stamp has no facial features and is the hand’s condition very
interesting. Both hands are opened to the height of shoulders. The left hand is raised up so
that makes the right-angle. The right hand is down and also makes the right-angle. There are
shown also the fingers. The body hare the form of trapeze and the down limbs are also
shown.

So the man pictured on Kavtiskhevi stamp has the dynamic character. This confirms the
right foot stepped in front side and the left foot, which is pictured up to the left foot. We
think that the figure is fixed during the dance movement and also the conditions of the
hands, which are similar to the men’s hand changing in the dance “Kartuli” and “mokheuri”.
So the discussed archeological monuments are various with not only as the things as bowl,
belt, pitcher, isarna, stamp, clay and bronze sculptures, but also with dancing iconography.
There are shown separate dancing poses, there is mentioned dance draughts.

The genesis of the archeological monuments begins from Neolith-Eneolithic age and goes to
the I century of BC. The Kavtiskhevi figure dated by the IV-III centuries B.C, frames the
development way of the dance, during the time when it is an important part of the life for
Georgian tribes. To confirm this opinion we can give Ksenophint’s note: “Mosiniks”- the
oldest tribes of Georgia always tried to show their dance art. They were dancing before war
and after win they were cutting the heads and playing with them. Their dance, sing and fun

had no limit”.
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