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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE THESIS

In our PhD thesis we research Hellenic experiment in Western
Georgia — general and specific reasons for the foundation of the
Greek settlements and their history. Special emphasis is given to
their status in the different periods (6th — 1% centuries B.C.), also to
the priorities in foreign trade relations and to the particular reasons
and results of the failure of above-mentioned experiment.

Topicality of the research thesis. There is a rich
historiography and significant tradition of research in this field but
discussions about the Greek settlements in Western Georgia is still
actual. Therefore the work must be interesting because we discuss
different urgent aspects — to what extent should we consider these
cities as polis or emporia, what kind of arguments could be brought,
is it possible that one of them was also a cleruchy or not? Nowadays
it is considered that all Greek Poleis had their peculiar characteristics
and history of development, therefore, it would not be proper to have
in mind just one approach for all Greek Poleis. In this regard, we
analyze and research the history of the Greek settlements in Western
Georgia in a new way.

The aim of the PhD thesis is to investigate the reasons and
the results of genesis, also history of development and the reasons
why the Greek settlements (Phasis, Dioskurias/Eshera, Gyenos,
Pichvnari) were weakened in Western Georgia; The first Ionian
settlements were formed in Western Georgia either on the verge of
the 7" — 6™ cc. B.C. or at the beginning of the 6™ c. B.C. Next step in
the foundation of the colonies was in the middle of the 6™ century
B.C. and the last at the end of the 6™ century B.C. Also, it is possible
that they were re-established in the second half of the 5" century
B.C. by Athenians. These settlements were filled by a new
contingent of the Greeks as the result of Pericles’ expedition in the
Black Sea cities; in case of the lonian colonization, the main goal of
the research is to determine the reasons for the foundation of the
settlements in the specific period; we also analyze impulses that
caused their genesis. Since the reasons for the processes in reference
to the Athenian colonization in the 5™ century B.C. are more
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obvious, in this case, we are mostly interested in the status of
different Colonies during this period and, also in comparative
analysis of the status’ of these colonies. The 4™ century B.C. was
marked by the beginning of the local production of amphorae by the
Greek cities of Colchis. These amphorae were produced with or
without the stamps. The aim of the research is to determine functions
of these amphorae and successfulness of this experiment. Also, we
research reasons for the decline of the Greek settlements in the
specific periods and the results of these processes for Western
Georgia. Pichvnari, as the Greek settlement actually did not exist
from the 2™ c. B.C. as well as Gyenos. Phasis and Dioscuria finally
were declined on the verge of eras.

Theoretic and practical meanings of the task: The present
doctoral thesis is equally interesting and useful for the specialists of
various fields: historians (especially specialists of the Ancient
History) archaeologists, ethnologists, investigators of the history of
religion and medicine, university students and mainly for persons
interested in the history of ancient Georgia and the Greek
civilization.

The scientific novelty of the work: This work itself presents
a novelty and is an attempt of interpretation of research topics, taking
into consideration recent discoveries and researches. Part of the
Greek settlements — Phasis and Dioscurias are considered as the
independent Poleis and this is argued properly. Pichvnari, as a Greek
settlement is discussed as the city of permanent sailors. Gyenos is
considered to be the seasonal settlement and its activity is related
with the season of wood export; also, we analyze a number of
questions that are related with the research topic, for example, the
model of timber export from Colchis. The thesis also includes inter-
discipline research about Phasis people in reference to the
information of Hippocrates.

The methodological base of the research. The work is based
on Hermeneutic, Comparative and retrospective methods of research.
Also, we use multi methodology — quantitative and qualitative
approaches are used in complex. Methods of research itself represent
personal interpretation of some disputed texts, for example
information of Heraclid. For proper representing of timber export
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model, we researched the ways of timber procuring in Western
Georgia at the end of the 19" c. and the beginning of 20" c.; the
possible model of ancient period is compared to modern method and
Ancient method is reconstructed retrospectively; archaeological data
and conclusions are analyzed due to quantitative comparison and
quality indicators; for example: relativity in per cents of imported
production with the local ones, also observing the quality of
imported production, we research if the production is of common
usage or a rare kind, proper conclusions are given;

The approbation of the PhD thesis: Some parts of the thesis
are published in different scientific journals as articles, part of it is
published in international journals and is represented on international
conference.

The structure of the PhD thesis: This thesis consists of an
introduction, 8 chapters and a conclusion. The thesis also includes
list of bibliography with some electronic resources.

Content of the PhD thesis

In the introduction of the work major questions are asked
which are supposed to be answered during the research.

In the first chapter primary and secondary sources are
discussed. Primary sources are discussed with the following method:
what values and limitations they have based on their origin and
purpose. Historiography is organized thematically: 1) literature
concerning general questions of Ancient economy, 2) works,
concerning general theoretical questions of Greek colonization, 3)
relevant monographs concerning the research of the Black Sea
region, 4) Historiography about Greek colonies in Colchis, 5)
publication of archaeological catalogues.

In the second chapter of the work long-term causes of the Greek
colonization are overviewed and short-term causes are researched. In
the specific period specific reasons existed during Milesian
colonization of the Black Sea. These reasons are the answers to the
challenges determined by the processes in Miletus itself. Long-term
cause of the colonization is a need to answer new challenges. In
specific time specific short-term causes were given.

Short-term cause of the Milesian colonization of Colchian coastal
line on the verge of 7" and 6" cc. B.C. also, at the beginning of the
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6" c. B.C. is the quest of gold. As M. Inadze has noted, narrative
sources did not attest the export function of Colchian gold at all,
however we can trace desire of obtaining gold in Colchis if we take
into consideration the need of Miletus in that specific period. At the
end of the 7™ ¢. B.C. Miletus resisted the 12-years siege of Allyates
of Lydia during the tyranny of Thrasybulus. Major importer of gold
for Miletus was Lydian Kingdom. Thus, the short-term cause of the
foundation of colonies by Miletus on the verge of 7" and 6™ cc. B. C.
in Colchis is to procure gold. They were determined to fill the gap
caused by the attacks of the Lydian kingdom. Miletus answered this
specific challenge with becoming more active in the Black Sea
region. This war continued during 615-604. The earliest import from
Colchis belongs nearly to this period.

At the end of the 6™ ¢. B.C. — at the beginning of the 5" ¢. B.C. new
reason for Miletus to become active in the Black sea region is the
desire to procure timber for export. Despite the fact that the forest
seemed to be quite a lot around Miletus itself, it seemed not enough.
Miletus needed timber for the construction of the fleet, which would
become necessary during the future revolt against the Persians.
Despite this, Miletus was famous for its furniture production and
with the strengthening of the fleet, as Greaves notes; it had to
maintain function of furniture importer.

One of the short-term causes of becoming Miletus active in the Black
Sea region is the fall of Sybaris. In 510 B. C. Crotonians took
Sybaris and expelled 500 rich citizens from the city. Sybarites were
important allies of the Milesians, because Sybarites were the major
suppliers of the wool for Miletus and the Milesians were producing
their famous textile from it. Weaving was developed in Colchis — a
discovery of Pyramidal suspensions is a testimony of this. The
reason why Miletus got interested in Colchis at the end of the 6" c.
B.C. is to procure the raw materials for their weaving production. At
the end of the 6™ c. after the fall of Sybaris when Milesians lost their
major partner in the import of wool, they seemed to become
interested in filling this gap also from the Black Sea region.

In the 5™ c. B.C. general long-term cause of the foundation of a new
colonies, despite the desire to capture the markets, could be just the
wish of constatation of someone’s ideological leadership. For
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example, when Athens was founding Thurii its only wish was to
declare its own leadership in the Greek world.

We separate two periods in the chronology of the colonization of the
Black Sea by the Milesians: 1) the establishment of a few colonies on
strategically important, but in relatively big ones (the middle of the
8" c. B. C. — the middle of the 7" ¢. B. C.), 2) massive determined
settlement of the Black Sea littoral by the Milesians — establishment
of small settlements (630-494 B. C.) On the first stage of the first
period colonies were founded on southern coast of the Black Sea,
then on northern coast and finally on western coast. During the
second period the foundations on the Black Sea littoral begun from
southern part of the coastal line again, then it continued to eastern
coast in this case, then to northern coast. Western coast was
inhabited simultaneously of the whole process. In our opinion this
was determined by the peculiarities of the Black Sea currents and by
the possibility of getting around the Sea and not to cross the Sea
directly.

At the end of the 4" c. B.C. the Greek cities in Colchis began to
produce their own production. The cities were producing their own
amphorae. Raw materials (honey, wax, pitch an etc.) procured in the
Black Sea were exported probably using the Greek vessels earlier,
however from the 4™ ¢. B. C. when the contact with the Aegean and
the Mediterranean centers was fading and the Greek vessels brought
from there was less, they began to produce their own amphorae in
order to export their own production. In the Hellenistic Age the
object of the export could be iron, gold, flax, hemp, wax, linen, pitch,
flax oil, wine and timber for fleet construction. Only wax, flax oil or
wine can be taken with the amphora, so this production was taken
with it. It seems, the Greek cities of Colchis were very active in trade
in the Black Sea region, exporting their production almost
everywhere, except western coasts. Also, it is quite possible that they
had function which Chios had had earlier — producing Amphorae just
with the purpose of export. It is notable, that ceramic production of
Chersonesos is not adequate to its export wine production according
to specialists, specifically Monakhov is writing about it.

Weakened relationships with the Athens caused one more thing — the
city where the rotation of the population took place during Athenian
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hegemony (Pichvnari) transformed into a different kind of
settlement. There are no Athenians who were moving intensively and
bringing goods and wares from Athens, who were just residents in
Pichvnari. In this place we have permanent population who gets
goods for primary usage not from Athens as it was before, but from
the Colchians. The result is logical — the Greek cemetery of the 5™ -
4™ ¢cc. B.C. ceased to exist. It does not mean that the Greeks did not
live here anymore — Hellenistic cemetery is still Greek cemetery. The
Greek burial rituals are attested on unreal repasts and with Greek
stuff, so, it seems, the Greeks still live here but with different status —
they are permanent inhabitants. It is symptomatic that Pichvnari
begins its own ceramic production from the 2™ half of the 4™ c. This
is one more argument that the Greeks prefer trading with their own
production and not with the imported one.

The Greek cities of Colchis began the local production and this
caused synoecism — economic absorption of adjacent territories.
Good example of this is the discovery of the ceramic production
centers in several places in Dioscurias — Gvandra, Lechkop, Eshera
and Gulripsh. This whole territory was absorbed by the initial core of
Dioscurias.

In the middle of the 3 ¢. B. C. Egypt expelled the Black Sea region
from the system of grain import. This caused economic depression,
which lasted here during two centuries and even until the coming of
Rome, as Graham notes. Despite the fact that wide export of grain is
not expected from Western Georgia since this region was providing
the Greek world with the different raw materials (for example with
timber), this crisis had some influence on Western Georgia as well.
The Black Sea grain was not interesting for the Greeks anymore and
everything taken from here (Pontic dried fish, timber), seemed not to
be enough anymore to preserve the Black Sea as attractive as it was
before. So, they do not make regular voyages here. This is one of the
reasons for the beginning of crisis in Colchis. This chain reaction
was caused by Egypt, which began producing their cheap grain —
Greece prefers taking cheaper grain, also, there is an anarchy in the
Black Sea — even Olbia is not safe — heavy economic crisis is there as
Kuzishchin notes, it is the period of Sarmatic-Nomadic protectorate
according to Hind.
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Some of the Colchian Greek cities became barbarian in the 2™ c.
B.C. and subsequently they ceased their existence. Pichvnari and
Gyenos faded. As for Phasis and Dioscurias, they still exist but only
to decline finally after a century later. It is logical conclusion that
Strabo does not know the first two.
One more question which we want to discuss is the model of timber
export from Colchis by the Greeks. We have direct information of
Strabo that the wood was put in the rivers and they floated down in
the valley (Strabo XI. 2. 17.). What should be the ways of timber
export is not known. In ancient period wood was brought from
mountains by floating as well as in 19" ¢. Localization of Ancient
sites coincide with the roads in 19™ c. Since this activity was
seasonal, only one big operation could be launched during one year.
This explains high concentration of gold money in Svaneti. Raw
material was procured by the locals it seems (Strabo XI, 2, 12).
In the third chapter different forms of the Greek colonies are
discussed: polis, emporium, cleruchy. Since our major question of
research is to what extent these cities were independent poleis,
special attention is paid to the definition of Polis. Also, we have
given our opinion what should be the principle when we define the
Greek overseas colonies as Polis. Status of the Greek cities in
Colchis is a very much disputed question in historiography. In this
chapter historiography is discussed concerning this question. In the
next chapters status of Greek settlements in Colchis is discussed in
details.
In the fourth chapter reasons of the genesis of Phasis as a colony
are discussed.
Major questions we are interested in, are:

v" When was Phasis established and what conditions enhanced

to it?
v" What was the status of Phasis — to what extent was it a polis
or emporium?

We are also interested in one question which was related with the
economic activity of the Phasians: what was their health condition
according to narrative sources (Hippocrates)?
In Archaic and Classical Age, from the signs of polis which was
characteristic to Phasis we can see or suppose the following:
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autonomy and independence

existence of public buildings (temple of the city protector
gods)

emission of its own coins

its own colonies (?)

synoecism/conurbanization

existence of usury capital

Independent government is one of the major characteristics of polis.
Information kept by Aristotle in ‘Phasian Politeia’ is very interesting.
It proves the opinion of T. Dundua, that in the 4" c¢. B.C. Phasis is
‘some political unit and has its own state government’. Also this
information indirectly indicates that Phasis had its own political life
with its state structures.

One of the characteristics of poleis is the existence of temples of the
city’s protector gods. In Phasis existence of Apollo and Artemis’
(Zosim, 1, 32, 3) cult and also, the temples associated with them is
attested.

According to G. Dundua one more argument which proves the
political status of Phasis as a polis is its coin emission.

Synoecism is also characteristic to Polis. Chaladidi and Simagre
were part of Phasis’ ‘chora’ and step-by-step broadening of Phasis
indicates that the Phasians were trying to expand their influence. We
should also note that inclusion in the chora of the polis should not be
confused with the high degree of Hellenization.

One of the characteristics of the poleis is the establishment of other
colonies. If we take into consideration Boltunova’s opinion about the
foundation of Pityus by the Phasians or the Dioscurians, we can also
suppose the existence of this sign. Also, it is notable, that in the
estuary of the river Khobistskali there is one more little Greek
settlement, which, in M. Inadze’s opinion seems to be a little Greek
sub-colony.

One more argument which proves that Phasis was a polis is the
organized system of lending in the city. This could be the temple of
Apollo or Artemis. V. Kuzishchin notes, that Delos temple of Apollo
was giving lends in the 2™ c. B.C. It seems, it was accepted practice
in poleis. From Heraclid’s information we know that the Phasians
were giving 3 minas to a person, who suffered from ship-wreck. This
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3 mina could be the amount of lend which was necessary for them to
return to their homeland and the Phasians were lending them it. So,
this is one more argument, which proves that Phasis should be
estimated as a Polis. In late Hellenistic and Roman period local
Greeks became barbarians and step-by-step Hellenic experiment as a
process stopped. So, Hellenic Phasis ceased to exist.

As for the health condition of the Phasians, we discuss Hippocrates’
information concerning it. We should note that the decease discussed
by Hippocrates is not Malaria, it is hepatitis A, the symptoms and the
living conditions together indicate to this.

In the fifth chapter of the thesis aspects of the genesis and history
of Dioscurias are discussed.

In the 6™ c. B. C. the Greek population existed in Sokhumi, not many
but still did. The Greek import is few, but can serve as enough to
prove their existence here.

Between Eshera and Sokhumi the earliest one is Eshera, which
seems to be established in the 1% half of the 6™ ¢. B.C. Since the
Greek import in Sokhumi is less than in Eshera in the 6™ ¢. B.C. it
seems, that the first settlement was Eshera and later the part of its
colonists moved to Sokhumi, thus subcolonized the territory. In
general none of them were important cities till the end of 6™ ¢. B.C.
That is why Scylax of Caryanda does not mention it as a ‘Hellenic
city’. Although the general leit-motif of Scycax is to list not
barbarian but the Greek cities, so the very not-mentioning of its
status can refer to its Hellenic character.

At the beginning of 6" c. B.C. when the Greeks first inhabited
Eshera, the reason why Miletus appeared in Colchis is to find gold —
in order to substitute Lydian gold. It is interesting that Stephanus of
Byzantium mentions Dioscurias as ‘Aia’: ‘there is another Dioscurias
in Pontus, called also as Sebastopolis, earlier it was called Aia as
Nikanor says’. As it is known Aia is the city of Aietes, king of
Colchis. Dioscuria is not Aia, it is well researched in historiography
and we will not discuss it in details. In our opinion, this information
is a reflection of the Milesians’ first visit in Colchis. During this
period (the verge of the 7" ¢. - 6™ cc. B. C.) they were looking for
gold here, as well as in the rest of Colchis. This was determined by
the war with Lydian king Allyates, who was the main provider of
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gold for them. If it is so, it seems, Dioscurias in Stephanus of
Byzantium’s information is Eshera since only there is the import
from the 6" c. B. C. Discovered. In the 6™ c. B.C. both Sokhumi and
Eshera were percepted as a whole, as Dioscurias, also, in the 51 ¢
B.C. and in the Hellenistic Age not only perceptionally but also,
economically these two little settlements were merged. Eshera in the
Hellenistic Age became part of Sokhumi. The discoveries of ceramic
hearths in both regions for the same production, proves it. Since
Eshera was founded earlier than Sokhumi, in the 6™ ¢. B.C. It was
not a part of Sokhumi, it was a small independent apoikia with
reduced population and in the 4" ¢. B.C. it seems to become part of
Dioscurias. Such practice existed in the Greek world, for example,
Myous became part of Miletus because of oligandry. Such kind of
union was called sumpoliteia. Myous was located very close to
Miletus like Eshera and Dioscurias were — in 16 kilometers. Eshera
becomes part of Dioscurias/Sokhumi either because of oligandry or
other reasons.

As for the political status of Dioscurias: in the 6™ ¢. B.C. Sokhumi
and Eshera existed as a small settlements, probably with oligarchic
constitution as it was in their metropolis. Later, in the 5 ¢. B.C. this
region was subjugated by Athens and in T. Dundua’s opinion, the
liberalization of its constitution took place. Also, Dioscurias got
filled in with the cleruchs. Their settlement here was determined by
the existence of not stable local tribes — the Heniokhi. The
newcomers strengthened the Hellenic substrate here. In our opinion,
the whole transformation of Dioscurias’ status from independent
polis to cleruchy is not right. It seems, descendants of the Greeks
who came here in the 6" c. B.C. and cleruchs which came in the 5"
c. B.C. lived together. The first part of them were citizens of
Dioscurias and the second of Athens. Their function was military
service to Athens. They had citizenship of Athens but were obliged
to live in colony.

From the 2" half of the 4™ ¢. B.C. Dioscurias is an independent,
finally formed polis. Several characteristics of polis are attested
concerning Dioscurias:

a) Independence or the struggle for independence (see 4™ c. B.C.
Eshera inscription),
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b) Their own forms of production — Amphorae, they tried to produce
their own amphoras with their own stamps;

¢) Fleet (?) (the 4™ c. B. C. Eshera inscription),

d) Synoecism/conurbanization,

e) Defense system (?) — Eshera inscription mentions the tower f)
their own coins in late Hellenistic period (Dioskuriads).

In the 1¥ ¢. B. C. urban life in Dioscurias faded. The economic crisis
seems to begin again after Mithridates’ Age, this imposed local tribes
to seize the city. This is well attested by the 1% c. B.C. Eshera
inscription. The city flourished in the 3™ ¢. B. C. and became
depopulated during the next centuries (Plin. N.H. VI. 15). T. Todua
argues that migration of the highlanders were responsible for the
decay of the city. In our opinion, the migration of the highlanders
was result rather than reason for the depopulation of Dioscurias.

In the sixth chapter of the thesis issues of Gyenos history are
examined.

As for Gyenos, we lack important narrative sources, however if we
compare and fulfill the information with archeological materials, it is
possible to make certain conclusions.

In our opinion, Gyenos was founded in the 2™ half of the 6™ century
B.C. This could be before 540 B.C., until Miletus fell to the Persians.
In 540-513 B.C. Miletus was governed by the tyrants appointed by
the Persians and colonization movement of Miletus was
comparatively weakened. Besides, if the function of Gyenos was
provision of wood necessary for shipbuilding, foundation of the
settlement with this function was more possible before 540 B.C. By
that time the Persians had no war with the Greeks and strengthening
of the fleet could hardly be the wish of the tyrant appointed by the
Persians and accordingly, foundation of the settlement in distant
Colchis was not urgent. Thus, Gyenos must have been founded
before 540 B.C. when the interest to build the fleet still could exist.
There is a probability that it was founded during short periods of
time — from 513 B.C. to 494 B.C. (before the destruction of Miletus).
Since materials of the second quarter of the 6" century B.C. and of
the end of the century were discovered in the findings of 1981, it
seems, Gyenos was founded before 540 B.C., then, for the short
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period its activity was weakened and evidently, in 513-494 B.C. was
renovated again.

Metropolis of Gyenos is not attested in the narrative sources. If we
have direct information about Phasis and Dioscuria as cities founded
by Miletus, such information in connection with Gyenos has not
survived. If we take into consideration a general tendency that the
city founded in the 6" century B.C. could be only a colony of
Miletus in eastern Black Sea coast, and if we connect Pomponius
Mela’s Cycnus and Pliny’s Cygnum with Gyenos, we can conclude
that Miletus was its founder. Cycnus in Greek means a swan. In the
Greek mythology a swan was considered to be Apollo’s attribute.
Pausanias refers to King Cycnus who was turned into a swan by
Apollo (Paus. 1. 30. 3). According to Servius, Cycnus was a
musician; his turn into a swan is also connected with Apollo (Serv.
On Aen. 10, 189). According to Servius, Apollo turned him also into
a constellation. Cygnus constellation was known even for Ptolemy
(Peters...1915). It is known that Apollo’s cult was spread in Miletus,
and if we consider that the cults of metropolis were worshipped in
the colony, based on this and on general conjucture we connect the
original foundation of Gyenos/Cycnus/Cygnum with Miletus.

The Status and the function during the existence of the city did not
change. Gyenos during the entire period of its existence was an
emporium for the Greeks. If in the 6™ century B.C. the Ionians were
here, in the 5" c. B.C. the Athenians came, at the beginning of the 4™
century B.C. the Athenians are here again though later Sinopeian
Greeks also came as trade partners. Then these contacts also
weakened and in the 2™ century B.C. the city ceased existence. At
the same time, this emporium was seasonal and was connected with
the wood export. During Mithridates’ era it was not renovated.
Greek population itself, proceeding from its function, was always
comparatively weak and its assimilation with the locals, as it seems,
took place fast enough. It is possible this process was terminated
already during the era of Mithridates and supposedly, this was the
reason why the ruler of Pontus ignored this territory.

In the seventh chapter of the thesis aspects concerning the
development of Pichvnari settlement are examined.
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Origin of Pichvnari also had its general and specific reasons. There
were also several more or less strong streams of colonists, however
each time specific reasons of their coming can be distinguished.
Pichvnari like other Greek settlements in Western Georgia was
founded by the Milesians for the first time. Supposedly, it should be
founded also by the Milesians as well. Archaeological evidences
prove the Ionian presence in Pichvnari in the 6™ ¢c. B.C. Onomastic
similarity between Miletus and Pichvnari also proves it. There are
pine-trees around Miletus and a town nearby, as Greaves note, is
called Camigi i. e. ‘In the pine-trees’. According to Pliny, Karian
name of Miletus was Pityusa (Plin. NH. 5.112), since the
surrounding territory was rich in pine-trees. Toponyms of Asia
Minor origin, for example Side/Sida, occur in the Eastern coasts of
the Black Sea. The Milesians could have transferred their
toponym to Colchis, in their settlement, especially if the basis for
creating such toponym have coincided. It seems, this toponym was
trasferred and later it took Georgian form. Nowadays the toponym
exists in Georgian form, like Karian name of Miletus Pityusa
preserved in Turkish form Camigi. If such ‘migration’ of toponym
happened, this could be just Pichvnari, not Bichvinta, because it was
not founded yet. Also, we should note, that Pityusa mentioned in the
Greek sources (Strabo XI, 2, 14; Plin. NH. VI, 16; Arr. PPE 27;
Ptol., V, 6, 6;) and meaning Western Georgian settlement, in every
case is not Pichvnari, it is always Bichvinta. Pichvnari ceased its
existence when Bichvinta started.

Next stage in the history of the city begins in the 5. B.C. and is
connected with the Athenian foreign policy. The Athenians wanted
to establish the settlement here, and it seems their wish was
supported by the locals. The weapons were not revealed on the Greek
necropolis of the 5™ century B.C. of Pichvnari. It seems, neither local
population opposed to the coming of the Greeks nor the Greeks were
awaiting problems.

In general, existence of the Greek ethnos on the basis of import is
sceptically considered by some scholars, for example, by D. Braund,
though on the example of Pichvnari it is possible to make the
following conclusions:
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v Even small quantity of the Greek ceramics excavated on the
site could indicate to the intense relations between the locals
and the Greeks;

v Despite the intense trade relations with the locals, precious
wine was not always the subject of exchange for the Greeks.
Moreover, as it seems, Thasian, Chian, Chalcidian wines
were imported only for the Greeks. Non-existence of the
amphorae in the Colchian burials means that the neighboring
Colchian population were not the supposed consumers of the
precious imported Greek wine. In this case we do not mean
population of the rich Hinterland, for example Vani. If we
take into consideration that import of Chian production by
means of Athens, intermediary trade made it twice
expensive, that is why it becomes accessible only for elite.
Relative small quantity of import found in other hinterland
monuments of Colchis except for Vani, is a confirmation of
it.

Pichvnari was the city of permanent sailors and traders in
5™ ¢. B. C. High percentage of the Greek import on Greek cemetery
of the 5" c. B. C. in Pichvnari gives us the clue that the Greeks here
were Pichvnari residents, however they were travelling a lot, and
bringing Greek import quite often. They were citizens of Athens and
Pichvnari was not a self-governing Polis. It was a specific emporium
with Athenian citizens.

Pichvnari was the city of permanent travellers-traders (acinautae),
specific emporium where permanently travelling Greeks gathered, at
the same time, it is possible that a part of them also lived there. They
were not citizens of Pichvnari but Athenian citizens and maintained
permanent connection with Athens. This explains the fact that
immensely large quantity of import existed on the Greek necropolis.

The Hellenistic Age is a turning point in the city’s economic life. If
before this city was mainly exporting raw materials, as it seems,
from the beginning of the Hellenistic Age it starts to produce its own
production. The production of the so-called brown-clay amphorae
should have also been started with this function in Pichvnari, it
seems. The Brown-clay amphorae are found in many places on
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Western Georgian territory, including hinterland. This is the Greek-
type ceramics — amphorae.

By the end of the 2™ century B.C. Pichvnari city ceased to exist.
Unlike other Greek cities of Colchis (Dioscurias, Phasis), Pichvnari
is not active in the age of Mithridates. Temporary economic revival
caused by Mithridates’ activity did not influence Pichvnari. As it
seems, ruler of Pontus was not interested in this region and final
decline of Pichvnari in Hellenistic era was caused by this.

In the eighth chapter the end of the Hellenistic experiment on the
territory of Western Georgia, its reasons and results are examined.
Municipal life in Western Georgia declined at the turn of the
millennia and economic crisis returned again. The Greeks barbarized
and the illusion of confluence with Western economic system does
not exist anymore. The Greeks’ idea to include Colchis in Hellenic
economic system collapsed and this caused some changes here. Then
the Romans came, they perceived this region as only marginal part of
Pontus Limes, it does not have a huge economic function for export
of raw materials, they are not also interested in hinterland. So,
Western Georgia reorganization of protofeudal society begins. The
transition from protofeudalism to feudalism must have been the next
stage. As it seems this process passed with difficulties and finally
finished after the highlanders migrated.
The process of highlanders’ migration is examined in the thesis in
details. The prosperity of economics after the migration of
highlanders is obvious, as at first S. Janashia and later, T. Dundua
suggested, feudalism began on the territory of Lazika.
It is obvious that the long-term result of the collapse of Hellenic
experiment is the migration of highlanders as only by their means
became possible to overcome the crisis which began and at the end
of Hellenic experiment.

In conclusion all results of our research are summarized and
gathered together.
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