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naSromis zogadi daxasiaTeba 
 
winamdebare sadoqtoro naSromSi Seswavlilia elinuri 
eqperimenti dasavleT saqarTveloSi – berZnuli 
axalSenebis warmoSobis zogadi da konkretuli mizezebi, 
maTi istoria. gansakuTrebiT aqcentirebulia maTi 
politikuri statusi sxvadasxva periodSi (Zv.w. VI_I ss.), 
sagareo savaWro urTierTobebis prioritetebi da, aseve, 
am eqsperimentis marcxis konkretuli mizezebi da 
Sedegebi.  
  
sakvlevi Temis aqtualoba. naSromi sainteresoa im 
TvalsazrisiT, rom miuxedavad dargSi arsebuli mdidari 
istoriografiisa da kvlevis mniSvnelovani tradiciisa, 
diskusia dasavleT saqarTvelos berZnuli axalSenebis 
istoriis Sesaxeb ar wydeba. naSromSi ganxilulia, Tu 
ramdenad SeiZleba es qalaqebi ganvixiloT, rogorc 
polisebi an emporionebi – ra argumentebi arsebobs amis 
Taobaze. SesaZlebelia Tu ara, romelime maTgani iyos 
aseve kleruxia. dResdReobiT miCneulia, rom zustad 
erTnairi ganviTarebis istoria da erTnairi 
maxasiaTeblebi arcerT berZnul poliss ar hqonia, 
amdenad, calsaxad erTi da igive kriteriumebis 
aplikacia yvela polisisTvis ar aris marTebuli. amis 
gaTvaliswinebiT Seswavlilia da axleburad aris 
gaazrebuli dasavleT saqarTvelos berZnuli 
axalSenebis istoria.  

 
kvlevis mizania dasavleT saqarTvelos berZnuli 
axalSenebis – fazisi, dioskuria/eSera, gienosi, fiWvnari 
_ genezisis mizezebis, ganviTarebis istoriis da 
dakninebis mizezebisa da Sedegebis Seswavla. ioniuri 
axalSenebi dasavleT saqarTveloSi warmoqmnilia Zv.w. 
VII-VI ss-is mijnaze an Zv.w. VI s-is dasawyisSi, Zv.w. VI s-
is Sua xanebSi an Zv.w. VI s-is bolos. Semdeg Zv.w. V s-is 
II naxevarSi perikles eqspediciis Sedegad es axalSenebi 
Seivso berZnebis axali kontingentiT. kvlevis mizania 
ioniuri kolonizaciis SemTxvevaSi yovel konkretul 
periodSi axalSenebis daarsebis konkretuli mizezebis 
dadgena – Savi zRvis mTavaris kolonizatoris – 
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miletidan momdinare ra impulsebma ganapiroba maTi 
genezisi. Zv.w. V  saukuneSi aTenis kolonizaciasTan 
dakavSirebuli procesebis mizezebi radgan ufro metad 
naTelia, am periodTan dakavSirebiT Cveni interesis 
sagans warmoadgens koloniebis politikuri statusi am 
periodSi da maTi Sedareba erTmaneTTan. Zv.w. IV saukune 
aRiniSna rig berZnul axalSenebSi rogorc damRiani, 
aseve damRis gareSe adgilobrivad damzadebuli 
amforebis warmoebis dawyebiT. kvlevis mizania, dadgena 
mizezebisa, ra funqciiT iwarmoeboda es amforebi da 
ramdenad warmatebuli iyo es eqsperimenti. aseve kvlevis 
sagans warmoadgens berZnuli axalSenebis dakninebis 
mizezebi yovel konkretul periodSi, Semdeg ukve am 
procesebis Sedegebi dasavleT saqarTvelosTvisTvis. 
fiWvnari, rogorc berZnuli axalSeni, praqtikulad, aRar 
arsebobs Zv.w. II s-dan, aseve gienosic. xolo fazisi da 
dioskuria Zv.w. I – ax.w. I ss-is mijnaze knindebian 
sabolood. 
 
naSromis Teoriuli da praqtikuli mniSvneloba. 
winamdebare sadoqtoro Tezisi Tanabrad daainteresebs 
da gamoadgeba sxvadasxva dargis specialistebs, maT 
Soris: istorikosebs (gansakuTrebiT Zveli msoflio 
istoriis specialistebs), arqeologebs, eTnologebs, 
religiis, medicinis istoriis mkvlevarebs, umaRlesi 
saswavleblebis studentebs, antikuri periodis 
saqarTvelos, iseve rogorc berZnuli civilizaciis 
istoriiT dainteresebul pirebs. 
 
naSromis mecnieruli siaxle. winamdebare naSromi 
TavisTavad warmoadgens Sesaswavli sakiTxebis axleburi 
interpretaciis cdas, uaxlesi aRmoCenebisa da 
gamokvlevebis gaTvaliswinebiT. berZnuli axalSenebis 
nawili – fazisi da dioskuria miCneulia damoukidebel 
polisebad da motanilia saTanado dasabuTeba. fiWvnari 
ganxilulia, rogorc permanentulad moZravi mogzauri 
vaWrebis qalaqi. gienosi ganxilulia, rogorc sezonurad 
moqmedi axalSeni, romlis aqtivobac dakavSirebulia xe-
tyis eqsportis sezonurobasTan. amasTan, Seswavlilia 
rigi sakiTxebisa, romlebic ramdenadme dakavSirebulia 
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sakvlev TematikasTan: mag., kolxeTidan  xe-tyis 
eqsportis modeli. aseve naSromSi mocemulia 
interdisciplinuri kvlevac faziselebis Sesaxeb 
hipokrates cnobebTan dakavSirebiT. 
 
naSromis meTodologiuri baza. naSromi efuZneba 
hermenevtikuli, komparativistuli, retrospeqtuli 
meTodebiT kvlevas. aseve gamoyenebulia 
multimeTodologia – kompleqsurad raodenobrivi da 
xarisxobrivi kvleva. kvlevis meTodebi gulisxmobs rigi 
teqstebis sadiskusio ganmartebasTan, mag., heraklides 
cnobebTan, dakavSirebiT sakuTar interpretacias. xe-tyis 
eqsportis modelis warmosadgenad Seswavlilia XIX 
saukunis bolos – XX saukunis dasawyisSi xe-tyis 
mopovebis wesi, retrospeqtulad Sedarebulia da 
aRdgenilia antikur xanaSi SesaZlebeli modeli. garda 
amisa, arqeologiuri monacemebi Seswavlilia da 
daskvnebi mocemulia raodenobrivi Sedarebebis da 
xarisxobrivi maCveneblebis mixedviT – mag., miaxloebiTi 
procentuli Sefardeba importuli nawarmisa adgilobriv 
nawarmTan, amasTan, importuli nawarmis xarisxze 
dakvirvebiT, Seswavlilia, masiuri moxmarebis produqciaa 
Tu iSviaTi da mocemulia Sesabamisi daskvnebi.  
 
naSromis aprobacia. naSromis calkeuli monakveTebi 
statiebis saxiT dabeWdilia sxvadasxva samecniero 
JurnalebSi. statiebis nawili gamoqveynebulia 
saerTaSoriso recenzirebad JurnalebSi qarTul da 
inglisur enebze. 
 
struqtura. winamdebare naSromi Sedgeba Sesavlis, 8 
Tavisa da daskvnisgan. naSroms Tan erTvis gamoyenebuli 
literaturisa da eleqtronuli resursebis nusxa.   
 

 



 
 

6

sadisertacio naSromis Sinaarsi 

 
naSromis SesavalSi dasmulia sakvlevi Tematikis garSemo 
arsebuli kiTxvebi, romelzedac pasuxis gacemas naSromi 
isaxavs miznad.  
 
naSromis pirvel TavSi mimoxilulia pirvelwyaroebi da 
sakiTxis irgvliv arsebuli istoriografia. 
pirvelwyaroebi ganxilulia Semdegi principiT: sakvlevi 
TematikisTvis am wyaroebs ra Rirseba da nakli gaaCniaT 
maTi warmoSobidan da miznidan gamomdinare. 
istoriografia organizebulia Tematurad: 1) 
literatura, sadac gaSuqebulia zogadad antikuri 
ekonomikis sakiTxebi, 2) naSromebi, sadac Seswavlilia 
berZnuli kolonizaciis zogadi Teoriuli sakiTxebi, 3) 
SavizRvispireTis regionTan dakavSirebiT kvlevisTvis 
relevanturi monografiebi, 4) kolxeTis berZnuli 
koloniebis irgvliv arsebuli istoriografia, 5) 
arqeologiuri masalebis katalogebi.  

 
naSromis meore TavSi mimoxilulia berZnuli 
kolonizaciis zogadi mizezebi da Seswavlilia 
konkretuli mizezebi. miletis mier calkeuli 
koloniebis daarsebisas, SavizRvispireTSi da 
konkretulad kolxeTis sanapiroze sxvadasxva periodSi 
konkretuli mizezebi ikveTeba. es mizezebi sakuTriv 
miletSi mimdinare procesebis gamoZaxilia. koloniebis 
daarsebis zogadi mizezi sxvadasxva periodSi arsebuli 
gamowvevebis pasuxia. konkretul periodSi es gamowveva 
sxvadasxva mizeziT iyo ganpirobebuli.  
Zv.w. VII saukunis miwuruls da VI saukunis dasawyisSi 
miletis mier kolxeTis sanapiros kolonizaciis mizezi, 
rogorc Cans, oqros Ziebaa. marTalia, werilobiT 
wyaroebSi rogorc m. inaZe uTiTebs `arsad ar vxvdebiT 
cnobebs kolxuri oqros saeqporto daniSnulebis 
Sesaxeb~, Tumca, Tu miletis saWiroebebs 
gaviTvaliswinebT, konkretul momentSi, berZnebis 
Tavdapirvelad aq mosvlaSi mainc, SeiZleba davinaxoT 
oqros Ziebis survili. Zv.w. VII saukunis miwuruls 
miletma lidiis mefis Tormetwlian alyas gauZlo 
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miletSi Trasibules tiraniis dros. miletisTvis oqros 
mTavari importiori lidiis samefo iyo swored. Zv.w. VII-
VI saukuneebis mijnaze an VI saukunis dasawyisSi miletis 
mier kolxeTSi daarsebuli axalSenebis funqcia, 
romelic cnobili iyo Tavisi oqromravalobiT, unda 
yofiliyo im deficitis Sevseba, rac maSin lidiisgan 
momdinareobda. miletma konkretul momentSi arsebul 
gamowvevas SavizRvispireTSi gaaqtiurebiT upasuxa. es omi 
grZeldeboda, erTi versiiT, Zv.w. 615-604 ww. yvelaze 
adreuli berZnuli importic kolxeTSi daaxloebiT am 
periodiT, an odnav mogviano periodiT TariRdeba.  
Zv.w. VI saukunis miwuruls _ V saukunis dasawyisSi 
miletis SavizRvispireTSi gaaqtiurebis da axali 
koloniebis daarsebis mizezi xe-tyis eqsportis 
survilia. miuxedavad imisa, rom miletis garSemo tyeebi 
iyo, rogorc Cans, es sakmarisi ar iyo misTvis. im 
droisaTvis milets xe-tye esaWiroeboda sparseTis 
winaaRmdeg mosalodneli ajanyebisTvis flotis 
asaSeneblad. garda amisa, mileti cnobili iyo avejis 
warmoebiTac da flotis gaZlierebaTan erTad, rogorc 
alan grivsi uTiTebs,  avejis importioris funqciac 
unda SeenarCunebina.  
Zv.w. VI saukunis bolos SavizRvispireTSi miletis 
gaaqtiurebis erT-erTi mizezi sibarisis dangrevaa. Zv.w. 
510 wels krotonelebma sibarisi aiRes da 500 mdidari 
moqalaqe qalaqidan gaaZeves. sibaritebi miletelebis 
mniSvnelovani mokavSireebi iyvnen, yvelaze metad swored 
maT igloves sibarisis dacema, radgan isini iyvnen 
matylis pirveli mimwodeblebi, xolo miletelebi maTi 
matylisgan TavianT cnobil qsovilebs amzadebdnen. 
safeiqro warmoebis kolxeTSi ganviTarebas aq 
piramiduli sawafebis aRmoCena adasturebs. miletis 
kolxeTiT dainteresebis erTerTi mizezic Zv.w. VI 
saukunis bolos albaT safeiqro warmoebisTvis saWiro 
nedleulic iyo. Zv.w. VI saukunis bolos, sibarisis 
dangrevis Semdeg, roca miletelebma mniSvnelovani 
partniori dakarges matylis mimwodeblebis saxiT, 
savaraudod, Savi zRvis regionidan am resursis 
SevsebiTac dainteresdnen.  
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Zv.w. V saukuneSi axali koloniebis daarsebis zogadi 
mizezi, garda bazrebis xelSi Cagdebis survilisa, rasac 
T. dundua aRniSnavs, SeiZleboda yofiliyo sakuTari 
primatis ideologiuri konstataciis survili. rogorc 
magaliTad, Turiumis daarsebisas aTenis survili iyo 
mxolod sakuTari primatis demonstrireba. 
SavizRvispireTSi miletelebis mier koloniebis 
daarsebis qronologiaSi teritoriis aTvisebis principis 
mixedviT or etaps gamovyofT: 1) strategiulad 
mniSvnelovan adgilas mcire raodenobis, magram 
SedarebiT didi axalSenebis daarsebis periodi (Zv.w. VIII 
s-is Sua xanebi – VII s-is Sua xanebi), 2) miletis mier 
SavizRvispireTis sanapiros mizanmimarTuli masobrivi 
aTvisebis periodi – mcire axalSenebis daarseba (Zv.w. 630-
494 ww). pirvel etapze moxda samxreT SavizRvispireTis 
aTviseba, Semdeg Crdilo SavizRvispireTis da bolos 
dasavleT SavizRvispireTis. meore periodSic teritoriis 
aTviseba iwyeba isev samxreT SavizRvispireTiT, Semdeg 
grZeldeba aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTiT – kolxeTis 
sanapiroebis aTvisebiT, Semdeg Crdilo SavizRvispireTiT. 
rac Seexeba dasavleT SavizRvispireTs, misi aTviseba 
mTlianad procesis paraleluria. Cveni azriT, 
koloniebis daarsebis es Tanmimdevroba ganapiroba 
SavizRvispireTis dinebebis Taviseburebam da misgan 
gamomdinare, sanapiros Semovlis SesaZlebelma gzam.  
SavizRvispireTis berZnul qalaqebSi Zv.w. IV saukunis 
bolos iwyeba adgilobrivi warmoebac. kolxeTis qalaqebi 
sakuTar amforebs awarmoeben. Tuki aqamde 
SavizRvispireTis qalaqebidan mopovebuli nedleuli, 
iqneboda es Tafli, cvili, fisi da sxva, romelic 
amforebiT gadioda, albaT berZnebs maT mier motanili 
taris meSveobiT gahqondaT, Zv.w. IV saukunidan, roca 
egeosTan da xmelTaSuazRvispireTis centrebTan kontaqti 
Sewyda da Sesabamisad, iqidan tarac naklebad Semodioda, 
daiwyes sakuTari taris warmoeba, raTa sakuTari nawarmi 
produqcia gaezidaT. elinistur xanaSi kolxeTis 
eqsportis sagani SeiZleba yofiliyo rkina, oqro, seli, 
kanafi, cvili, tilo, fisi, selis zeTi, Rvino da xe-tye 
gemTmSeneblobisTvis. am produqtebidan mxolod cvilis, 
selis zeTis an Rvinis gadatana SeiZleba amforebiT. 
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Sesabamisad, es produqcia gavidoda amforebis meSveobiT. 
rogorc Cans, kolxeTis berZnuli qalaqebi dasavleT 
SavizRvispireTis garda, mTel regionSi intensiurad 
vaWrobdnen da TavianTi produqciis eqsports axdendnen. 
amasTan, araa gamosaricxi, rom SeesrulebinaT is 
funqciac, rasac manamde qiosi asrulebda – amforebi 
ewarmoebinaT mxolod taris eqsportis funqciiT. am 
mxriv niSandoblivia, rom qersonesis ganaTxari 
keramikuli tara specialistebis, kerZod, monaxovis 
azriT, ar aris adekvaturi qersonesis mier warmoebuli 
saeqsporto Rvinis produqciis raodenobisa. 
aTenTan kavSiris Sesustebam gamoiwvia kidev erTi ram – 
qalaqebis, romelTa mosaxleobac rotaciis wesiT 
icvleboda (mag., fiWvnari) transformacia moxda. aRar 
arsebobden intensiurad moZravi aTenelebi, romlebic 
saqonels da moxmarebis sagnebs mTlianad aTenidan 
iReben da fiWvnarSi mxolod rezidentebi arian da amis 
nacvlad aq gaCnda mudmivad am adgilebSi dasaxlebuli 
mosaxleoba, romlebic yoveldRiuri moxmarebis sagnebs 
da praqtikulad mTels warmoebul produqcias ukve 
ZiriTadad aTenidan ki ar iReben, aramed kolxebisgan. 
Sedegic saxezea – fiWvnaris Zv.w. V-IV saukuneebis 
berZnuli nekropoli wyvets arsebobas. Tumca, berZnebs aq 
binadroba mTlianad ar SeuwyvetiaT – elinistur 
samarovanze swored isini ikrZalebian isev. amasTan, 
berZnuli dakrZalvis wesic dafiqsirebulia saaRapo 
moednebiT da berZnuli inventariT, Sesabamisad, aq 
rogorc Cans, berZnebi isev mosaxleoben, Tumca ukve sxva 
statusiT _ adgilobrivad mosaxlis statusiT. 
simptomaturia, rom swored Zv.w. IV saukunis II naxevridan 
iwyeba fiWvnarSic e.w. yavisferkeciani amforebis 
warmoebac. es kidev erTi argumentia imis samtkiceblad, 
rom berZnebi Semotanili saqonliT ki ar vaWroben, 
aramed TviTon cdilobdnen produqciis warmoebis 
dawyebas. 
adgilobrivi warmoebis dawyebam kolxeTis rig berZnul 
qalaqebSi gamoiwvia svinoikizmi _ maT mier mimdebare 
teritoriebis ekonomikuri SeerTeba. amis TvalsaCino 
magaliTia dioskuriis amforebis sawarmoebeli qurebis 
naSTebis aRmoCena erTi mxriv gvandrasTan, leCkopTan da 
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eSerasTan, meore mxriv, gulrifSTan. mTeli es mxare, 
soxumis yuris mimdebare teritoriebi sameurneo 
TvalsazrisiT Serwymulia dioskuriis Tavdapirvel 
birTvTan. 
Zv.w. III saukunis Sua xanebisTvis egviptem praqtikulad 
amoagdo xorblis eqsportis sistemidan SavizRvispireTi 
da gamoiwvia ekonomikuri depresia, romelic aq Zv.w. II 
saukunis ganmavlobaSi grZeldeboda da, rogorc a. 
grivsi aRniSnavs, TviT romis mosvlamdec ki. miuxedavad 
imisa, rom dasavleT saqarTvelodan xorblis farTo 
eqsporti mosalodneli ar aris _ es regioni sxva saxis 
nedleuliT amaragebda berZnul samyaros (mag., xe-tyiT), 
es krizisi dasavleT saqarTvelosac Seexo. berZnuli 
samyarosTvis SavizRvispireTi mTavari saimporto 
nedleulis – xorblis, romelic Crdilo 
SavizRvispireTidan midioda saberZneTSi, TvalsazrisiT 
aRar iyo saintereso da masTan TandarTuli rac 
SeiZleboda yofiliyo, pontouri Tevzi, samSeneblo xe-
tye da a.S., rogorc Cans, ukve aRar aris sakmarisi 
imisaTvis, rom Savi zRvis regioni iseTive mimzidvelad 
darCeniliyo maTTvis, rom regularuli reisebi 
ganexorcielebinaT am mimarTulebiT vaWrobis mizniT. es 
aris erT erTi mizezi kolxeTSi krizisis dawyebisa. 
egviptis mier xorblis importis dawyebiT gamowveuli 
jaWvuri reaqcia – saberZneTs ufro iafi xorbali 
urCevnia, Tanac SavizRvispireTSic areulobaa. v. kuziSini 
aRniSnavs, rom am dros TviT olbia aRaraa usafrTxo _ 
mZime ekonomikuri krizisia, haindic uTiTebs, rom 
sarmatul-nomaduri proteqtoratis periodia. 
Zv.w. II saukuneSi kolxeTis rigi berZnuli qalaqebis 
barbarizeba moxda _ maT arseboba Sewyvites. fiWvnari 
Cakvda da gienosic, rogorc Cans. rac Seexeba faziss da 
dioskurias, isini jerjerobiT ganagrZoben arsebobas. 
logikuria, rom strabonisTvis pirveli ori ucnobia. 
kidev erTi sakiTxi, romelzedac Cven yuradRebas 
gavamaxvilebT, aris berZnebis mier kolxeTidan xe-tyis 
eqsportirebis modeli. amasTan dakavSirebiT Cven gvaqvs 
strabonis pirdapiri cnoba, rom xe-tye mTebidan 
CamohqondaT mdinareebze dacurebis gziT (Strabo XI. 2. 17.). 
rogori unda yofiliyo xe-tyis mopovebis organizacia, 
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amis  Sesaxeb Cven antikuri wyarobebidan araferi viciT. 
antikur xanaSi xe-tye dacurebis gziT CamohqondaT barSi, 
zustad iseTive meTodiT, rogorsac iyenebdnen XIX 
saukuneSic da sabWoTa periodSic ki engurhesis 
aSenebamde enguris arteriaze. enguris xeobis antikuri 
xanis Zeglebis mdebareoba zustad emTxveva uaxles 
droSi xe-tyis svaneTis mTebidan CamozidvisTvis saWiro 
reidebis1 adgilebs. es saqmianoba sezonuri iyo uaxles 
droSi da mxolod erTi didi operaciis Sesruleba 
SeiZleboda. rogorc Cans, ase iyo antikur xanaSic da 
amiT unda aixsnas, rom gansakuTrebiT didi raodenobiT 
aris msxvili fuli aRmoCenili svaneTSi. nedleulis 
mompovebeli mosaxleoba, rogorc Cans, adgilobrivi iyo 
(ix. Strabo. XI. 2. 12).  

 
naSromis mesame TavSi ganxilulia berZnuli axalSenebis 
sxvadasxva formebi: polisi, emporia, kleruxia. radganac 
Cveni kvlevis sagania, Tu ramdenad warmoadgendnen 
kolxeTis berZnuli axalSenebi damoukidebel polisebs, 
gansakuTrebuli yuradReba polisis gansazRvrebas aqvs 
daTmobili. amasTan, mocemuli gvaqvs Cveni mosazreba 
berZnebis mier `zRvisiqiTa~ koloniebis polisad 
gansaRvrebisas ra principiT unda vixelmZRvaneloT.  
polisi aris politikurad damoukidebeli politikuri 
erTeuli, romlis mosaxleebi misive moqalaqeebi arian, 
romlebic gadasaxadebs ixdian mxolod sakuTari 
polisis sasargeblod. sakuTriv polisi sruliad 
Seuvalia adgilobrivi mosaxleobisTvis, garda yidva-
gayidvisa. miuxedavad imisa, rom nebismieri polisi 
damokidebulia adgilobrivebTan vaWrobaze, es srulebiT 
ar niSnavs imas, rom misi ekonomikuri damokidebuleba 
gavlenas axdens polisis politikur statusze.  Tumca 
ekonomikuri damokidebulebis cvlilebam SeiZleba 
gavlena moaxdinos polisis politikur statuszec, 
gamoiwvios misi degradacia da saboloo jamSi, kvdomac.  
kolxeTis berZnuli qalaqebis statusis Sesaxeb 
istoriografiaSi gacxovelebuli kamaTia. am TavSi 

                              
1 reidi ewodeboda mejoleebis mier xe-tyis morebis 
dasaWerad gamarTul adgils mdinareze. 
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mimoxilulia istoriografiaSi arsebuli es diskusiac. 
Cveni ganskuTrebuli interesis sagansac swored 
kolxeTis berZnuli axalSenebis statusi warmoadgens da 
Semdeg TavebSi dawvrilebiT aris ganxiluli TiToeuli 
axalSenis genezisis da ganviTarebis peripetiebi.  

 
naSromis meoTxe TavSi ganxilulia fazisis koloniis 
genezisis mizezebi da misi statusi, rogorc axalSenisa.  

ZiriTadi kiTxvebi, romelic Cveni kvlevis sagani 
gaxlavT, Semdegia:  

 rodis unda daarsebuliyo fazisi da ra 
garemoebebma Seuwyo amas xeli? 

 ra statusi hqonda faziss – iyo Tu ara is polisi 
Tu iyo mxolod emporia? 

garda amisa, gvainteresebs kidev erTi sakiTxi, 
romelic garkveulwilad iyo dakavSirebuli faziselebis 
ekonomikur aqtivobasTan – maTi janmrTelobis 
mdgomareoba naratiuli wyaroebis (hipokrate) mixedviT? 

arqaul da klasikur xanaSi, rogorc aRvniSneT, 
polisis maxasiaTeblebad miCneuli komponentebidan 
fazisTan mimarTebaSi SegviZlia davadasturoT an 
vivaraudoT Semdegis arseboba:  

 avtonomia da damoukidebloba 
 sazogadoebrivi Senobebis arseboba (qalaqis 

mfarveli RvTaebebis taZrebi) 
 sakuTari monetis emisia 
 sakuTari koloniebi (?) 
 svinoikizmi/konurbanizacia 
 savaxSo kapitalis arseboba 

polisis erT-erTi damaxasiaTebeli niSania 
damoukidebeli mmarTveloba. am mxriv aRsaniSnavia, 
aristotelesTan daculi cnoba faziselTa politeiis 
Sesaxeb, romliTac dasturdeba, rogorc T. dundua 
aRniSnavs, rom Zv.w. IV s. `fazisi garkveuli politikuri 
erTeulia, aqvs sakuTari saxelmwifoebrivi wyobileba~. 
TavisTavad am cnobidan iribad gamomdinareobs sxva 
daskvnac, rom faziss sakuTari politikuri cxovreba 
unda hqonoda sakuTari saxelmwifoebrivi struqturebiT.  
polisis erT-erT maxasiaTeblad iTvleba aseve qalaqSi 
mfarveli RvTaebebis taZrebis arseboba. fazisSi 
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dasturdeba apolonis da artemidas (zosim. 1. 32. 3) 
kultebis arseboba da maTTan dakavSirebuli taZrebic.  
kidev erTi argumenti, romelic amtkicebs fazisis 
polisur statuss da romliTac g. dundua ganamtkicebs 
Tavis mosazrebas fazisis polisuri statusis Sesaxeb, 
aris qalaqis mier monetis emisia.  
poliss aseve axasiaTebs svinoikizmi. Waladidi da 
simagre fazisis xoris nawili iyo da fazisis 
TandaTanobiTi gafarToebac miuTiTebs imaze, rom 
faziselebi cdilobdnen TavianTi gavlenis gavrcelebas.  
aqve aRvniSnavT, rom ar unda agverios mosaxleobis 
elinizaciis maRali xarisxi qalaqis xoraSi CarTvisgan. 
polisis kidev erTi maxasiaTebeli niSania mis mier sxva 
koloniebis daarseba. Tu gaviTvaliswinebT boltunovas 
mosazrebas fazisis an dioskuriis mier pitiuntis 
daarsebis Sesaxeb, SeiZleba vivaraudoT am maxasiaTeblis 
arsebobac. aqve aRsaniSnavia mdinare xobiswylis 
SesarTavTan kidev erTi dasaxlebis arseboba, romelic, m. 
inaZis azriT, mcire berZnuli dasaxleba Cans. 
kidev erTi argumenti, romelic amtkicebs, rom fazisi 
polisi unda yofiliyo, aris, Cveni azriT, qalaqSi 
arsebuli organizebuli sesxebis gamcemi sistema. es 
SeiZleboda yofiliyo fasianeli artemidas an apolonis 
taZari. v. kuziSini aRniSnavs, rom delosSi iyo apolonis 
taZari, romelic sesxebs gascemda Zv.w. II saukuneSi. 
rogorc Cans, polisebSi es miRebuli praqtika iyo. 
heraklides cnobidan Cven vigebT, rom faziselebi 
aZlevdnen 3 mnas, maT visac gemi eRupeboda. amis mizezi 
uangaro, ra Tqma unda, ar iqneboda. 3 mna SeiZleboda 
yofiliyo gemdaRupulebisTvis faziselebisgan sesxad 
gacemuli Tanxa, romelic maT gadaecemodaT Sin 
dasabruneblad saWiro xarjisTvis. Sesabamisad, es kidev 
erTi argumentia, rom fazisi gaviazroT, rogorc polisi. 
gvianelinistur da romaul xanaSi adgilobrivi berZnebis 
barbarizeba xdeba da TandaTan sruldeba elinuri 
eqsperimenti, rogorc procesi, Sesabamisad, elinuri 
fazisic asrulebs Tavis arsebobas. 
rac Seexeba faziselebis janmrTelobis mdgomareobas. am 
TvalsazrisiT ganvixilavT hipokrates cnobebs 
faziselebTan dakavSirebiT. xazgasmiT aRvniSnavT, rom 
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daavadeba, romliTac hipokrates aRweriT, faziselebi 
iyvnen daavadebulebi, iyo ara malaria, rogorc aqamde 
miiCneoda, aramed A hepatiti. amaze miuTiTebs simptomebis 
da sacxovrebeli pirobebis erToblioba. 

 
naSromis mexuTe TavSi ganxilulia dioskuriis polisis 
genezisis da istoriis sakiTxebi.  
Zv.w. VI saukuneSi soxumSi berZnuli mosaxleoba Tundac 
mcire raodenobiT, magram mainc arsebobda, berZnuli 
importi marTalia, am periodidan mcirea, magram Cveni 
azriT, savsebiT sakmarisia berZnebis aq mosaxleobis 
samtkiceblad.  
soxumsa da eSeras Soris, arqeologiuri monacemebis 
dRevandeli mdgomareobiT Tu vimsjelebT, uZvelesia 
eSera, romelic daarsebuli unda iyos ara ugvianes VI s-
is I naxevrisa. 
Zv.w. VI s-is Sua xanebis soxumi masala Zv.w. VI s-is I 
naxevris eSeris masalasTan SedarebiT kidev ufro 
sustadaa gamoxatuli masala soxumis teritoriidan 
gvafiqrebinebs, rom nawili kolonistebisa eSeridan 
gadasaxlda soxumis mimarTulebiT, SeiZleba teritoriis 
subkolonizebis mizniT. saerTo jamSi, arcerTi maTgani 
mniSvnelovani qalaqi ar yofila Zv.w. VI s-is bolomde. 
swored es unda iyos mizezi imisa, rom skilaqs 
kariandelTan es qalaqi ar aris elinurad moxseniebuli. 
Tumca skilaqsis zogadi laitmotivi elinuri da ara 
barbarosuli qalaqebis CamoTvlaa, barbarosul qalaqs 
is gansakuTrebiT aRniSnavs, amitomac dioskuriis 
statusis mouxsenieblobac ki SeiZleba miuTiTebdes aq 
berZnuli mosaxleobis arsebobas. 
Zv.w. VI saukunis dasawyisSi, rodesac eSera 
Tavdapirvelad daasaxles berZnebma, aRmosavleT 
SavizRvispireTiT miletis daarsebis mizezi, rogorc 
aRvniSneT, oqros Zieba iyo. sainteresoa, rom stefane 
bizantielTan dioskuria aiad aris moxseniebuli: `aris 
meore dioskuriac pontosTan, hqvia agreTve sevastopoli, 
xolo winaT mas aia erqva, rogorc ambobs nikanori~,2 aia 
ki rogorc cnobilia, aietis dedaqalaqi iyo. dioskuria, 

                              
2 nikanori II s. avtoria. 
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ra Tqma unda, aietis aia ar yofila, es sakiTxi kargad 
aris gamokvleuli istoriografiaSi da detalurad mis 
ganxilvas Cven ar SevudgebiT, magram am igiveobasTan 
dakavSirebiT aRvniSnavT: Cveni azriT,  es cnoba 
gamoZaxili unda iyos imisa, rom rodesac pirvelad 
miletelebi aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTiT dainteresdnen 
(Zv.w. VII-VI saukuneebis mijna), iq sworedac oqros 
eZebdnen, iseve rogorc danarCen kolxeTSi, lidiis mefe 
aliatesTan, romelic maTTvis oqros mTavari 
eqsportiori iyo, omis gamo. Tu es asea, maSin stefane 
bizantielis cnobaSi moxseniebuli dioskuria eSeraa, 
radgan mxolod aq aris aRmoCenili Zv.w. VI saukunis 
dasawyisis importuli nawarmi. Zv.w. VI saukunis 
bolosTvis albaT soxumsac da eSerasac erTianad 
aRiqvamdnen dioskuriad, Zv.w. V saukuneSic percefcia 
erTiania, xolo elinistur xanaSi ara mxolod 
percefcia, aramed ekonomikuradac es ori patara 
berZnuli dasaxleba gaerTianda. elinistur xanaSi eSera, 
rogorc Cans, soxumis axalSenis nawili gaxda, 
dioskuriis amforebis aRmoCena rogorc soxumis, aseve 
eSeris teritoriaze, aseve keramikuli qurebisac, sadac 
maT amzadebdnen. ramdenadac eSera Tavidan dioskuriaze 
adre daarsebuli Cans, Zv.w. VI s-Si is dioskuriis 
(soxumi) xoris nawili ar iqneboda. es iyo calke 
arsebuli mcire apoikia, SesaZloa, ukve Semcirebuli 
mosaxleobiT da Zv.w. IV saukuneSi SeuerTda 
dioskurias/soxums. aseTi praqtika berZnul samyaroSi 
arsebobda. mag.  miosi (Myous) milets SeuerTda 
politikurad oligandreis (mcire adamianis mosaxleobis) 
gamo. am tipis SeerTebas simpoliteia ewodeboda. miosic 
miletisgan axlos mdebareobda – 16 km-Si. oligandreis 
an sxva mizezebis gamo, eSerac, rogorc Cans, am 
droisTvis soxums (dioskurias) uerTdeba. 
rac Seexeba dioskuriis politikur statuss: Zv.w. VI 
saukuneSi soxumis da eSeras dasaxlebebi arsebobdnen 
mcire axalSenebis saxiT, savaraudod, oligaqiuli 
konstituciiT, rogorc es maT metropoliaSi iyo. 
SemdegSi, Zv.w. V saukuneSi es mxarec aTenma 
daiqvemdebara. albaT, rogorc T. dundua aRniSnavs, 
polisis konstituciis liberalizaciac moxda. amasTan, 
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dioskuria (soxumi) Seivso kleruxebiT. maTi Camosaxleba 
maincdamainc am qalaqSi ganpirobebuli unda iyos 
henioxebis, arastabiluri partniori adgilobrivi 
tomebis mezoblobiT. kleruxebma, ra Tqma unda, 
gaaZlieres adgilobrivi elinuri substrati. Cveni 
azriT, Zv.w. V saukuneSi dioskuriis statusis sruli 
transformacia damoukidebeli polisidan kleruxiad, ar 
migvaCnia sworad. aq albaT Tanacxovrobdnen Zv.w. VI 
saukuneSi mosuli berZnebis STamomavlebi da Zv.w. V 
saukuneSi mosuli kleruxebi, amasTan, pirvelni 
dioskuriis moqalaqeebi iyvnen, xolo meoreni _ aTenisa. 
kleruxebis funqciebSi saWiroebis SemTxvevaSi 
aTenisTvis samxedro samsaxuri Sedioda. isini 
inarCunebdnen aTenis moqalaqeobas, magram valdebulebi 
iyvnen, ecxovraT koloniaSi. 
Zv.w. IV saukunis II naxevridan dioskuria ukve 
Camoyalibebuli polisia. polisis sxvadasxva 
maxasiaTeblebidan mas axasiaTebs ramdenime: 

 damoukidebeli statusi da misken swrafva (ix. Zv.w. 

IV saukunis eSeris warwera) 

 sakuTari meurneobis formebi (ΔΙΟΣΚΟΥ damRiani 

amforebis warmoebis mcdeloba sakuTari 

produqciis eqsportis funqciiT) 

 sakuTari floti (?) (Zv.w. IV saukunis eSeris 

warwera) 

 svinoikizmi/konurbanizacia (eSeras dasaxlebis 

absorbcia da dioskuriis `xoras~ arseboba) 

 sakuTari TavdacviTi sistema (?) (eSeris warweraSi 

moxseniebulia koSki).  

 sakuTari fuli gvianelinistur xanaSi 

(dioskuriadebi). 

Zv.w. I saukuneSi dioskuriaSi saqalaqo cxovreba Cakvda. 
rogorc Cans, miTridates epoqis Semdeg, xelaxla 
dawyebuli krizisis fonze qalaqs Seuties 
adgilobrivebma. amas adasturebs eSeris Zv.w. I saukunis 
warwerac. Zv.w. III saukuneSi ayvavebuli savaWro qalaqi 

pliniusis droisTvis ukve gaukacrielebulia (Plin. N.H. VI. 
15). misi ganadgurebis mizezad T. Todua miiCnevs 
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Crdilokavkasiel mTielebsac, romlebic am dros 
Camosaxldnen. Tumca, Cveni azriT, mTielTa Camosaxleba 
dioskuriis gaukacrielebis ufro Sedegia, vidre mizezi. 

 
naSromis meeqve TavSi ganxilulia gienosis istoriis 
sakiTxebi.  
gienosTan mimarTebaSi naratiuli wyaroebis 
TvalsazrisiT gansakuTrebuli fufuneba ar gagvaCnia, 
Tumca arqeologiuri masalasTan SejerebiT garkveuli 
daskvnebis gakeTebis saSualebas iZleva.  
Cveni azriT, gienosi daarsda Zv.w. VI s. II naxevarSi, es 
SeiZleba yofiliyo mxolod Zv.w. 540 wlamde, manam, sanam 
mileti xelSi Cauvardeboda  sparselebs. Zv.w. 540-513 ww. 
milets marTavdnen sparselebis mier daniSnuli tiranebi 
da miletis sakolonizacio moZraoba SedarebiT 
Sesustebuli iyo. garda amisa, Tuki gienosis funqcia 
gemTmSeneblobisTvis  saWiro xe-tyiT uzrunvelyofa iyo, 
am funqciiT axalSenis daarseba ufro Zv.w. 540 wlamdea 
SesaZlebeli. sparselebs am droisaTvis berZnebTan omi 
aRar aqvT da flotis gaZliereba sparselebis mier 
daniSnul tiranis survili naklebad iqneboda, da, 
Sesabamisad, am funqciiT Soreul kolxeTSi axalSenis 
daarseba aqtualuri aRar iqneboda. amrigad, gienosi 
daarsebuli unda iyos Zv.w. 540 wlamde, rodesac flotis 
mSeneblobis interesi SeiZleboda arsebuliyo. arsebobs 
albaToba imisa, rom drois mcire monakveTSic _ Zv.w. 513 
wlidan Zv.w. 494 wlamde (miletis dangrevamde) iyos 
daarsebuli. radganac 1981 wlis monapovarSi Zv.w. VI 
saukunis II meoTxedis masalebic iyo da saukunis 
miwurulisac, Tavdapirvelad, rogorc Cans, Zv.w. 540 
wlamde daarsda gienosi, Semdeg mcire xniT Sesustda 
misi aqtivoba da Zv.w. 513-494 ww. rogorc Cans, isev 
gaZlierda.  
gienosis damfuZnebeli qalaqi naratiul wyaroebSi 
dadasturebuli ar aris. Tuki Cven gvaqvs pirdapiri 
cnobebi fazisis da dioskuriis Sesaxeb, rogorc miletis 
mier daarsebuli qalaqebisa, gienosTan dakavSirebiT 
aseTi cnoba Cvenamde moRweuli ar aris. saerTo 
tendencias Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, Zv.w. VI saukuneSi 
daarsebuli qalaqi aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTSi 
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miletis kolonia unda iyos. pomponius melas kiknosi da 
pliniusis kignumi gienoss unda davukavSiroT. rac 
Seexeba Tavad toponims, kiknosi berZnulad niSnavs geds. 
berZnul miTologiaSi gedi miiCneoda apolonis 
atributad. pavsania ixseniebs mefe kiknoss, romelic 
apolonma gedad gadaaqcia (Paus. 1. 30. 3). serviusis 
mixedviT, kiknosi iyo musikosi, misi gedad 
transformaciac apolons ukavSirdeba (Serv. on Aen. 10, 189). 
serviusis cnobiT, apolonma is Tanavarskvlavedad aqcia. 
kignusis (Cygnus) Tanavarskvlavedi cnobili iyo  
ptolemaiosisTvisac. cnobilia, rom apolonis kulti 
miletSi iyo gavrcelebuli da Tu gaviTvaliswinebT imas, 
rom koloniaSi metropoliis kultebi iyo gavrcelebuli, 
gienos/kiknos/kignumis Tavdapirvel daarsebas Cven, amis 
safuZvelze da zogadi koniunqturis gaTvaliswinebiT 
milets vukavSirebT.  
rac Seexeba gienosis, rogorc axalSenis statuss, Cveni 
azriT, misi statusi da funqcia arsebobis manZilze arc 
Secvlila. gienosi mTeli Tavisi arsebobis manZilze iyo 
savaWro faqtoria berZnebisTvis, Tuki Zv.w. VI saukuneSi 
aq ionielebi iyvnen, Zv.w. V saukuneSi aTenelebi vaWroben, 
Zv.w. IV saukunis dasawyisSic aTenelebi arian, Tumca 
SemdegSi TandaTanobiT savaWro partniorebad sinopeli 
berZnebi gamodian. SemdegSi es kontaqtebic sustdeba da 
Zv.w. II saukuneSi qalaqi wyvets arsebobas. amasTan, es 
emporia sezonuri iyo da dakavSirebuli iyo xe-tyis 
eqsportTan. miTridates xanaSi is ar ganaxlebula. 
berZnuli mosaxleoba, TavisTavad misi funqciidan 
gamomdinare, yovelTvis SedarebiT susti iyo da maTi 
asimilacia adgilobrivebTan, rogorc Cans, sakmaod 
swrafad ganxorcielda. SesaZloa, es procesi ukve 
miTridates winare xanaSi iyo dasrulebuli da aman 
ganapiroba kidec pontos mmarTvelis mier am dasaxlebis 
ignorireba. 
 
naSromis meSvide TavSi ganxilulia fiWvnaris koloniis 
ganviTarebis sakiTxebi.  
fiWvnaris warmoSobasac Tavisi zogadi da konkretuli 
mizezebi hqonda. aqac kolonistTa ramdenime metnaklebad 
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Zlieri nakadis gamoyofaa SesaZlebeli da yovel jerze 
maTi mosvlis konkretuli mizezebi ikveTeba. 
fiWvnaris  pirveli dasaxlebis gaCena ioniur 
kolonizacias ukavSirdeba. savaraudod, rogorc mTel 
aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTSi, esec miletelebis 
daarsebuli axalSeni unda iyos. sainteresoa, rom 
miletis garSemo fiWvis tyeeebia da misgan gamomdinare 
axlomdebare patara qalaqsac, rogorc a. grivsi 
aRniSnavs, Turqulad ewodeba Çamiçi anu `fiWvebSi~. 
pliniusis mixedviT, miletis kariuli saxelia Pityusa (Plin. 
NH. 5.112), romelic daerqva fiWvebiT mdidari teritoriis 
gamo. mcireaziuli toponimebi aRmosavleT 
SavizRvispireTSi xSirad dasturdeba, mag. side/sida. 
miletelebs toponimi SeiZleboda gadmoetanaT 
kolxeTSic, maT mier daarsebul axalSenSi, miT ufro, 
Tu toponimis Seqmnis safuZveli daemTxveoda erTmaneTs. 
SesaZlebelia, swored amgvarad gadmotanili iyos 
toponimi fiWvnaric, romelmac Semdgom qarTuli forma 
miiRo. erTi SexedviT, fiWvnaris saxelwodebis qarTulad 
SemorCena toponimis am principiT gadmotanas 
gamoricxavs, magram aRsaniSnavia, rom miletis kariuli 
saxelic _ Pityusa, Cvenamde TargmaniT – Turquli versiiT 
SemorCa.  Zv.w. VI saukunis II naxevarSi Tu toponimis 
aseTi `migracia~ moxda, es SeiZleboda yofiliyo mxolod 
fiWvnari da ara biWvinTa, radgan am droisTvis biWvinTa 
jer kidev araa daarsebuli. meore mxriv, aseTi kavSiri, 
Zv.w. VI saukunis II naxevris fiWvnaris daarsebas 
miletTan akavSirebs. aqve aRvniSnavT, rom naratiul 
wyaroebSi dasavleT saqarTvelos teritoriaze 
moxseniebul Pityusa-s, yvela SemTxvevebSi, Cven 
biWvintasTan vakavSirebT. antikuri periodis arcerTi 
avtoris (Strabo XI, 2, 14; Plin. NH. VI, 16; Arr. PPE 27; Ptol., V, 6, 6;) 
mier kolxeTSi moxseniebuli Pityusa fiWvnari ar aris. miT 
ufro, rom Zv.w. II saukunidan, roca iwyeba toponim 
pitiuntis moxsenieba dasavleT saqarTvelos 
teritoriaze, fiWvnari swored am periodSi wyvets 
arsebobas.  
Semdegi etapi qalaqis istoriaSi ukve Zv.w. V saukuneSi 
iwyeba da ukavSirdeba aTenis saimperio politikas. garda 
aTenelebis survilisa, fiWvnarSi aTenis mier axalSenis 
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daarsebisa, rogorc Cans, aris adgilobrivi mosaxleobis 
mzadyofa mimdinare procesebisaTvis. fiWvnaris Zv.w. V 
saukunis berZnul nekropolze praqtikulad iaraRi araa 
aRmoCenili. rogorc Cans, mosaxleoba winaaRmdegobiT ar 
Sexvedria berZnebis mosvlas da arc berZnebi elodnen 
problemebs.  
saerTod, importis safuZvelze msjelobas berZnuli 
eTnikonis arsebobis Sesaxeb zogjer skeptikurad 
uyureben, mag., d. brondi, Tumca, fiWvnaris magaliTidan 
SeiZleba Semdegi dakvnebis gamotana:  

 berZnuli keramikis mcire raodenobiT aRmoCenac ki  
miuTiTebs adgilobrivebis intensiur urTierTobaze 
berZnebTan.  

 miuxedavad adgilobrivebTan savaWro urTierTobisa, 
berZnebisTvis gacvlis sagani yovelTvis ar iyo maTi 
Zvirfasi Rvino. ufro metic, rogorc Cans, Tazosuri, 
qiosuri, qalkidikis Rvinoebi Semodioda mxolod 
berZnebisTvis. kolxur samarovanze amforebis ar 
arseboba niSnavs imas, rom Zvirfasi berZnuli Rvinis 
importis samizne mezobeli kolxuri mosaxleoba ar 
yofila. am SemTxvevaSi, ar vgulisxmobT mdidari 
hinterlandis, mag., vanis, mosaxleobas. Tu 
gaviTvaliswinebT imasac, rom qiosis produqciis CvenTan 
aTenis saSuamavlo vaWrobis gziT Semosvla mas ormagad 
aZvirdebs,  amitom xelmisawvdomi xdeba mxolod maRali 
wrisTvis. amis dasturia vanSi maTi SedarebiT didi 
raodenobiT aRmoCena, aseve, mcire raodenobiT kolxeTis 
sxva hinterlandur Zeglebze (mag. dafnari, mTisZiri) maTi 
arseboba.   
fiWvnari iyo mudmivi mogzauri-vaWrebis (aeinautebis) 
qalaqi, specifiuri emporia, sadac Tavs iyridnen 
mudmivad mogzauri berZnebi, amasTan nawili, SesaZloa 
cxovrobda kidec aq. eseni iyvnen ara fiWvnaris 
moqalaqeebi, aramed aTenisa da isini mudmivad 
inarCunebdnen kavSirs aTenTan. amiT aixsneba berZnul 
nekropolze uCveulod didi raodenobis importuli 
nawarmis arsebobis faqti. 
elinistur xanaSi gardatexaa qalaqis ekonomikur 
cxovrebaSi. Tuki aqamde es qalaqi ZiriTadad nedleulis 
eqsportiT iyo dasaqmebuli, rogorc Cans, elinizmis 



 
 

21

dasawyisidan iwyebs sakuTari produqciis Seqmnas. am 
funqciiT unda dawyebuliyo fiWvnarSic e. w. 
yavisferkeciani amforebis warmoebac. yavisferkeciani 
amforebi dasavleT saqarTvelos teritoriaze bevrganaa 
napovni, maT Soris hinterlandSi. es aris berZnuli tipis 
keramika – amforebi. 
Zv.w. II ss-is dasasrulisTvis qalaqi fiWvnari wyvets 
Tavis arsebobas. gansxvavebiT rigi berZnuli qalaqebisgan 
kolxeTis teritoriaze (dioskuria, fazisi), fiWvnari 
miTridates xanaSi aqtiuri aRar aris. miTridates 
SemosvliT gamowveuli droebiTi ekonomikuri aRorZineba 
fiWvnars aRar Seexo. rogorc Cans, am mxariT ar 
dainteresda pontos mmarTveli da elinisturi xanis 
fiWvnaris saboloo kvdomac aman gamoiwvia.  
 
naSromis merve TavSi ganxilulia elinuri eqsperimentis 
dasasruli dasavleT saqarTvelos teritoriaze, misi 
mizezebi da Sedegebi.  
Zveli da axali welTaRricxvebis mijnaze dasavleT 
saqarTveloSi saqalaqo cxovreba knindeba da isev 
ekonomikuri krizisia. berZnebi barbarizdnen da 
dasavlur ekonomikur sistemebTan Serwymis iluzia aRar 
arsebobs. berZnebis ideam, kolxeTi SeerwyaT elinur 
ekonomikur sistemaTan, kraxi ganicada da aman Tavisi 
Sedegebi gamoiwvia. 
Semdgom modian romaelebi, Tumca isini am mxares ukve 
mxolod ganapira, pontos limesis nawilad aRiqvamen, mas 
didi ekonomikuri datvirTva nedleulis gazidvis 
TvalsazrisiT aRar aqvs da didad hinterlandiTac ar 
interesdebian. Sedegad, dasavleT saqarTveloSi iwyeba 
protofeodaluri sazogadoebis reorganizeba. Semdgomi 
etapi, rogorc T. dundua aRniSnavs, protofeodalizmidan 
feodalizmze gadasvla unda yofiliyo. rogorc Cans, es 
procesi ramdenadme rTulad mimdinareobda da sabolood 
dasrulda mTielTa Camosaxlebis dasrulebis Semdgom. 
mTielTa Camosaxlebis peripetiebi naSromSi detalurad 
gvaqvs ganxiluli. maTi Camosaxlebis Semdeg Cans 
meurneobis aRmavloba, lazikis teritoriaze, rogorc 
Cans, elinuri eqsperimentis kraxiT gamowveuli jaWvuri 
reaqcia sabolood dasrulda feodalizmis dawyebiT.  
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TavisTavad es procesebi elinuri eqsperimentis kraxis 
erTerTi grZelvadiani Sedegia _ mTielebi Cndebian, 
radgan mxolod maTi meSveobiT gaxda elinuri 
eqsperimentis dasasruls warmoqmnili krizisis daZleva. 

 
daskvnaSi mocemulia Cven mier warmoebis kvlevis 
ZiriTadi Sedegebi, Sejamebulia yvela mosazreba.  
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE THESIS 

 

In our PhD thesis we research Hellenic experiment in Western 
Georgia – general and specific reasons for the foundation of the 
Greek settlements and their history. Special emphasis is given to 
their status in the different periods (6th – 1st centuries B.C.), also to 
the priorities in foreign trade relations and to the particular reasons 
and results of the failure of above-mentioned experiment. 

Topicality of the research thesis. There is a rich 
historiography and significant tradition of research in this field but 
discussions about the Greek settlements in Western Georgia is still 
actual. Therefore the work must be interesting because we discuss 
different urgent aspects – to what extent should we consider these 
cities as polis or emporia, what kind of arguments could be brought, 
is it possible that one of them was also a cleruchy or not? Nowadays 
it is considered that all Greek Poleis had their peculiar characteristics 
and history of development, therefore, it would not be proper to have 
in mind just one approach for all Greek Poleis. In this regard, we 
analyze and research the history of the Greek settlements in Western 
Georgia in a new way. 

The aim of the PhD thesis is to investigate the reasons and 
the results of genesis, also history of development and the reasons 
why the Greek settlements (Phasis, Dioskurias/Eshera, Gyenos, 
Pichvnari) were weakened in Western Georgia; The first Ionian 
settlements were formed in Western Georgia either on the verge of 
the 7th – 6th cc. B.C. or at the beginning of the 6th c. B.C. Next step in 
the foundation of the colonies was in the middle of the 6th century 
B.C. and the last at the end of the 6th century B.C. Also, it is possible 
that they were re-established in the second half of the 5th century 
B.C. by Athenians. These settlements were filled by a new 
contingent of the Greeks as the result of Pericles’ expedition in the 
Black Sea cities; in case of the Ionian colonization, the main goal of 
the research is to determine the reasons for the foundation of the 
settlements in the specific period; we also analyze impulses that 
caused their genesis. Since the reasons for the processes in reference 
to the Athenian colonization in the 5th  century B.C. are more 
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obvious, in this case, we are mostly interested in the status of 
different Colonies during this period and, also in comparative 
analysis of the status’ of these colonies. The 4th century B.C. was 
marked by the beginning of the local production of amphorae by the 
Greek cities of Colchis. These amphorae were produced with or 
without the stamps. The aim of the research is to determine functions 
of these amphorae and successfulness of this experiment. Also, we 
research reasons for the decline of the Greek settlements in the 
specific periods and the results of these processes for Western 
Georgia. Pichvnari, as the Greek settlement actually did not exist 
from the 2nd c. B.C. as well as Gyenos. Phasis and Dioscuria finally 
were declined on the verge of eras. 

Theoretic and practical meanings of the task: The present 
doctoral thesis is equally interesting and useful for the specialists of 
various fields: historians (especially specialists of the Ancient 
History) archaeologists, ethnologists, investigators of the history of 
religion and medicine, university students and mainly for persons 
interested in the history of ancient Georgia and the Greek 
civilization.  

The scientific novelty of the work: This work itself presents 
a novelty and is an attempt of interpretation of research topics, taking 
into consideration recent discoveries and researches. Part of the 
Greek settlements – Phasis and Dioscurias are considered as the 
independent Poleis and this is argued properly. Pichvnari, as a Greek 
settlement is discussed as the city of permanent sailors. Gyenos is 
considered to be the seasonal settlement and its activity is related 
with the season of wood export; also, we analyze a number of 
questions that are related with the research topic, for example, the 
model of timber export from Colchis. The thesis also includes inter-
discipline research about Phasis people in reference to the 
information of Hippocrates.    

The methodological base of the research. The work is based 
on Hermeneutic, Comparative and retrospective methods of research. 
Also, we use multi methodology – quantitative and qualitative 
approaches are used in complex. Methods of research itself represent 
personal interpretation of some disputed texts, for example 
information of Heraclid. For proper representing of timber export 
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model, we researched the ways of timber procuring in Western 
Georgia at the end of the 19th c. and the beginning of 20th c.; the 
possible model of ancient period is compared to modern method and 
Ancient method is reconstructed retrospectively; archaeological data 
and conclusions are analyzed due to quantitative comparison and 
quality indicators;  for example: relativity in per cents of imported 
production with the local ones, also observing the quality of 
imported production, we research if the production is of common 
usage or a rare kind, proper conclusions are given;  

The approbation of the PhD thesis: Some parts of the thesis 
are published in different scientific journals as articles, part of it is 
published in international journals and is represented on international 
conference.  

The structure of the PhD thesis: This thesis consists of an 
introduction, 8 chapters and a conclusion. The thesis also includes 
list of bibliography with some electronic resources. 

Content of the PhD thesis 
In the introduction of the work major questions are asked 

which are supposed to be answered during the research.  
In the first chapter primary and secondary sources are 

discussed. Primary sources are discussed with the following method: 
what values and limitations they have based on their origin and 
purpose. Historiography is organized thematically: 1) literature 
concerning general questions of Ancient economy, 2) works, 
concerning general theoretical questions of Greek colonization, 3) 
relevant monographs concerning the research of the Black Sea 
region, 4) Historiography about Greek colonies in Colchis, 5) 
publication of archaeological catalogues.  
In the second chapter of the work long-term causes of the Greek 
colonization are overviewed and short-term causes are researched. In 
the specific period specific reasons existed during Milesian 
colonization of the Black Sea. These reasons are the answers to the 
challenges determined by the processes in Miletus itself. Long-term 
cause of the colonization is a need to answer new challenges. In 
specific time specific short-term causes were given. 
Short-term cause of the Milesian colonization of Colchian coastal 
line on the verge of 7th and 6th cc. B.C. also, at the beginning of the 
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6th c. B.C. is the quest of gold. As M. Inadze has noted, narrative 
sources did not attest the export function of Colchian gold at all, 
however we can trace desire of obtaining gold in Colchis if we take 
into consideration the need of Miletus in that specific period. At the 
end of the 7th c. B.C. Miletus resisted the 12-years siege of Allyates 
of Lydia during the tyranny of Thrasybulus. Major importer of gold 
for Miletus was Lydian Kingdom. Thus, the short-term cause of the 
foundation of colonies by Miletus on the verge of 7th and 6th cc. B. C. 
in Colchis is to procure gold. They were determined to fill the gap 
caused by the attacks of the Lydian kingdom. Miletus answered this 
specific challenge with becoming more active in the Black Sea 
region. This war continued during 615-604. The earliest import from 
Colchis belongs nearly to this period.  
At the end of the 6th c. B.C. – at the beginning of the 5th c. B.C. new 
reason for Miletus to become active in the Black sea region is the 
desire to procure timber for export. Despite the fact that the forest 
seemed to be quite a lot around Miletus itself, it seemed not enough. 
Miletus needed timber for the construction of the fleet, which would 
become necessary during the future revolt against the Persians. 
Despite this, Miletus was famous for its furniture production and 
with the strengthening of the fleet, as Greaves notes; it had to 
maintain function of furniture importer. 
One of the short-term causes of becoming Miletus active in the Black 
Sea region is the fall of Sybaris. In 510 B. C. Crotonians took 
Sybaris and expelled 500 rich citizens from the city. Sybarites were 
important allies of the Milesians, because Sybarites were the major 
suppliers of the wool for Miletus and the Milesians were producing 
their famous textile from it. Weaving was developed in Colchis – a 
discovery of Pyramidal suspensions is a testimony of this. The 
reason why Miletus got interested in Colchis at the end of the 6th c. 
B.C. is to procure the raw materials for their weaving production. At 
the end of the 6th c. after the fall of Sybaris when Milesians lost their 
major partner in the import of wool, they seemed to become 
interested in filling this gap also from the Black Sea region.  
In the 5th c. B.C. general long-term cause of the foundation of a new 
colonies, despite the desire to capture the markets, could be just the 
wish of constatation of someone’s ideological leadership. For 
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example, when Athens was founding Thurii its only wish was to 
declare its own leadership in the Greek world.  
We separate two periods in the chronology of the colonization of the 
Black Sea by the Milesians: 1) the establishment of a few colonies on 
strategically important, but in relatively big ones (the middle of the 
8th c. B. C. – the middle of the 7th c. B. C.), 2) massive determined 
settlement of the Black Sea littoral by the Milesians – establishment 
of small settlements (630-494 B. C.) On the first stage of the first 
period colonies were founded on southern coast of the Black Sea, 
then on northern coast and finally on western coast. During the 
second period the foundations on the Black Sea littoral begun from 
southern part of the coastal line again, then it continued to eastern 
coast in this case, then to northern coast. Western coast was 
inhabited simultaneously of the whole process. In our opinion this 
was determined by the peculiarities of the Black Sea currents and by 
the possibility of getting around the Sea and not to cross the Sea 
directly. 
At the end of the 4th c. B.C. the Greek cities in Colchis began to 
produce their own production. The cities were producing their own 
amphorae. Raw materials (honey, wax, pitch an etc.) procured in the 
Black Sea were exported probably using the Greek vessels earlier, 
however from the 4th c. B. C. when the contact with the Aegean and 
the Mediterranean centers was fading and the Greek vessels brought 
from there was less, they began to produce their own amphorae in 
order to export their own production. In the Hellenistic Age the 
object of the export could be iron, gold, flax, hemp, wax, linen, pitch, 
flax oil, wine and timber for fleet construction. Only wax, flax oil or 
wine can be taken with the amphora, so this production was taken 
with it. It seems, the Greek cities of Colchis were very active in trade 
in the Black Sea region, exporting their production almost 
everywhere, except western coasts. Also, it is quite possible that they 
had function which Chios had had earlier – producing Amphorae just 
with the purpose of export. It is notable, that ceramic production of 
Chersonesos is not adequate to its export wine production according 
to specialists, specifically Monakhov is writing about it. 
Weakened relationships with the Athens caused one more thing – the 
city where the rotation of the population took place during Athenian 
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hegemony (Pichvnari) transformed into a different kind of 
settlement. There are no Athenians who were moving intensively and 
bringing goods and wares from Athens, who were just residents in 
Pichvnari. In this place we have permanent population who gets 
goods for primary usage not from Athens as it was before, but from 
the Colchians. The result is logical – the Greek cemetery of the 5th -
4th cc. B.C. ceased to exist. It does not mean that the Greeks did not 
live here anymore – Hellenistic cemetery is still Greek cemetery. The 
Greek burial rituals are attested on unreal repasts and with Greek 
stuff, so, it seems, the Greeks still live here but with different status – 
they are permanent inhabitants. It is symptomatic that Pichvnari 
begins its own ceramic production from the 2nd half of the 4th c. This 
is one more argument that the Greeks prefer trading with their own 
production and not with the imported one. 
The Greek cities of Colchis began the local production and this 
caused synoecism – economic absorption of adjacent territories. 
Good example of this is the discovery of the ceramic production 
centers in several places in Dioscurias – Gvandra, Lechkop, Eshera 
and Gulripsh. This whole territory was absorbed by the initial core of 
Dioscurias.  
In the middle of the 3rd c. B. C. Egypt expelled the Black Sea region 
from the system of grain import. This caused economic depression, 
which lasted here during two centuries and even until the coming of 
Rome, as Graham notes. Despite the fact that wide export of grain is 
not expected from Western Georgia since this region was providing 
the Greek world with the different raw materials (for example with 
timber), this crisis had some influence on Western Georgia as well. 
The Black Sea grain was not interesting for the Greeks anymore and 
everything taken from here (Pontic dried fish, timber), seemed not to 
be enough anymore to preserve the Black Sea as attractive as it was 
before. So, they do not make regular voyages here. This is one of the 
reasons for the beginning of crisis in Colchis. This chain reaction 
was caused by Egypt, which began producing their cheap grain – 
Greece prefers taking cheaper grain, also, there is an anarchy in the 
Black Sea – even Olbia is not safe – heavy economic crisis is there as 
Kuzishchin notes, it is the period of Sarmatic-Nomadic protectorate 
according to Hind. 
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Some of the Colchian Greek cities became barbarian in the 2nd c. 
B.C. and subsequently they ceased their existence. Pichvnari and 
Gyenos faded. As for Phasis and Dioscurias, they still exist but only 
to decline finally after a century later. It is logical conclusion that 
Strabo does not know the first two.  
One more question which we want to discuss is the model of timber 
export from Colchis by the Greeks. We have direct information of 
Strabo that the wood was put in the rivers and they floated down in 
the valley (Strabo XI. 2. 17.). What should be the ways of timber 
export is not known. In ancient period wood was brought from 
mountains by floating as well as in 19th c. Localization of Ancient 
sites coincide with the roads in 19th c. Since this activity was 
seasonal, only one big operation could be launched during one year. 
This explains high concentration of gold money in Svaneti. Raw 
material was procured by the locals it seems (Strabo XI, 2, 12). 
In the third chapter different forms of the Greek colonies are 
discussed: polis, emporium, cleruchy. Since our major question of 
research is to what extent these cities were independent poleis, 
special attention is paid to the definition of Polis. Also, we have 
given our opinion what should be the principle when we define the 
Greek overseas colonies as Polis. Status of the Greek cities in 
Colchis is a very much disputed question in historiography. In this 
chapter historiography is discussed concerning this question. In the 
next chapters status of Greek settlements in Colchis is discussed in 
details. 
In the fourth chapter reasons of the genesis of Phasis as a colony 
are discussed. 
Major questions we are interested in, are: 

 When was Phasis established and what conditions enhanced 
to it? 

 What was the status of Phasis – to what extent was it a polis 
or emporium? 

We are also interested in one question which was related with the 
economic activity of the Phasians: what was their health condition 
according to narrative sources (Hippocrates)? 
In Archaic and Classical Age, from the signs of polis which was 
characteristic to Phasis we can see or suppose the following:  
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 autonomy and independence 
 existence of public buildings (temple of the city protector 

gods) 
 emission of its own coins 
 its own colonies (?) 
 synoecism/conurbanization 
 existence of usury capital 

Independent government is one of the major characteristics of polis. 
Information kept by Aristotle in ‘Phasian Politeia’ is very interesting. 
It proves the opinion of T. Dundua, that in the 4th c. B.C.  Phasis is 
‘some political unit and has its own state government’. Also this 
information indirectly indicates that Phasis had its own political life 
with its state structures.  
One of the characteristics of poleis is the existence of temples of the 
city’s protector gods. In Phasis existence of Apollo and Artemis’ 
(Zosim, 1, 32, 3) cult and also, the temples associated with them is 
attested.  
According to G. Dundua one more argument which proves the 
political status of Phasis as a polis is its coin emission. 
Synoecism is also characteristic to Polis. Chaladidi and Simagre 
were part of Phasis’ ‘chora’ and step-by-step broadening of Phasis 
indicates that the Phasians were trying to expand their influence. We 
should also note that inclusion in the chora of the polis should not be 
confused with the high degree of Hellenization.  
One of the characteristics of the poleis is the establishment of other 
colonies. If we take into consideration Boltunova’s opinion about the 
foundation of Pityus by the Phasians or the Dioscurians, we can also 
suppose the existence of this sign. Also, it is notable, that in the 
estuary of the river Khobistskali there is one more little Greek 
settlement, which, in M. Inadze’s opinion seems to be a little Greek 
sub-colony.  
One more argument which proves that Phasis was a polis is the 
organized system of lending in the city. This could be the temple of 
Apollo or Artemis. V. Kuzishchin notes, that Delos temple of Apollo 
was giving lends in the 2nd c. B.C. It seems, it was accepted practice 
in poleis. From Heraclid’s information we know that the Phasians 
were giving 3 minas to a person, who suffered from ship-wreck. This 



 
 

33

3 mina could be the amount of lend which was necessary for them to 
return to their homeland and the Phasians were lending them it. So, 
this is one more argument, which proves that Phasis should be 
estimated as a Polis. In late Hellenistic and Roman period local 
Greeks became barbarians and step-by-step Hellenic experiment as a 
process stopped. So, Hellenic Phasis ceased to exist.  
As for the health condition of the Phasians, we discuss Hippocrates’ 
information concerning it. We should note that the decease discussed 
by Hippocrates is not Malaria, it is hepatitis A, the symptoms and the 
living conditions together indicate to this. 
In the fifth chapter of the thesis aspects of the genesis and history 
of Dioscurias are discussed.  
In the 6th c. B. C. the Greek population existed in Sokhumi, not many 
but still did. The Greek import is few, but can serve as enough to 
prove their existence here.  
Between Eshera and Sokhumi the earliest one is Eshera, which 
seems to be established in the 1st half of the 6th c. B.C. Since the 
Greek import in Sokhumi is less than in Eshera in the 6th c. B.C. it 
seems, that the first settlement was Eshera and later the part of its 
colonists moved to Sokhumi, thus subcolonized the territory. In 
general none of them were important cities till the end of 6th c. B.C. 
That is why Scylax of Caryanda does not mention it as a ‘Hellenic 
city’. Although the general leit-motif of Scycax is to list not 
barbarian but the Greek cities, so the very not-mentioning of its 
status can refer to its Hellenic character. 
At the beginning of 6th c. B.C. when the Greeks first inhabited 
Eshera, the reason why Miletus appeared in Colchis is to find gold – 
in order to substitute Lydian gold. It is interesting that Stephanus of 
Byzantium mentions Dioscurias as ‘Aia’: ‘there is another Dioscurias 
in Pontus, called also as Sebastopolis, earlier it was called Aia as 
Nikanor says’. As it is known Aia is the city of Aietes, king of 
Colchis. Dioscuria is not Aia, it is well researched in historiography 
and we will not discuss it in details. In our opinion, this information 
is a reflection of the Milesians’ first visit in Colchis. During this 
period (the verge of the 7th c. - 6th cc. B. C.) they were looking for 
gold here, as well as in the rest of Colchis. This was determined by 
the war with Lydian king Allyates, who was the main provider of 
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gold for them. If it is so, it seems, Dioscurias in Stephanus of 
Byzantium’s information is Eshera since only there is the import 
from the 6th c. B. C. Discovered. In the 6th c. B.C. both Sokhumi and 
Eshera were percepted as a whole, as Dioscurias, also, in the 5th c. 
B.C. and in the Hellenistic Age not only perceptionally but also, 
economically these two little settlements were merged. Eshera in the 
Hellenistic Age became part of Sokhumi. The discoveries of ceramic 
hearths in both regions for the same production, proves it. Since 
Eshera was founded earlier than Sokhumi, in the 6th c. B.C. It was 
not a part of Sokhumi, it was a small independent apoikia with 
reduced population and in the 4th c. B.C. it seems to become part of 
Dioscurias. Such practice existed in the Greek world, for example, 
Myous became part of Miletus because of oligandry. Such kind of 
union was called sumpoliteia. Myous was located very close to 
Miletus like Eshera and Dioscurias were – in 16 kilometers. Eshera 
becomes part of Dioscurias/Sokhumi either because of oligandry or 
other reasons.  
As for the political status of Dioscurias: in the 6th c. B.C. Sokhumi 
and Eshera existed as a small settlements, probably with oligarchic 
constitution as it was in their metropolis. Later, in the 5th c. B.C. this 
region was subjugated by Athens and in T. Dundua’s opinion, the 
liberalization of its constitution took place. Also, Dioscurias got 
filled in with the cleruchs. Their settlement here was determined by 
the existence of not stable local tribes – the Heniokhi. The 
newcomers strengthened the Hellenic substrate here. In our opinion, 
the whole transformation of Dioscurias’ status from independent 
polis to cleruchy is not right. It seems, descendants of the Greeks 
who came here in the 6th c. B.C. and cleruchs which came in the 5th 
c. B.C. lived together. The first part of them were citizens of 
Dioscurias and the second of Athens. Their function was military 
service to Athens. They had citizenship of Athens but were obliged 
to live in colony.  
From the 2nd half of the 4th c. B.C. Dioscurias is an independent, 
finally formed polis. Several characteristics of polis are attested 
concerning Dioscurias: 
a) Independence or the struggle for independence (see 4th c. B.C.  
Eshera inscription),  
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b) Their own forms of production – Amphorae, they tried to produce 
their own amphoras with their own stamps;  
c) Fleet (?) (the 4th c. B. C. Eshera inscription),  
d) Synoecism/conurbanization,  
e) Defense system (?) – Eshera inscription mentions the tower f) 
their own coins in late Hellenistic period (Dioskuriads).  
In the 1st c. B. C. urban life in Dioscurias faded. The economic crisis 
seems to begin again after Mithridates’ Age, this imposed local tribes 
to seize the city. This is well attested by the 1st c. B.C. Eshera 
inscription. The city flourished in the 3rd c. B. C. and became 
depopulated during the next centuries (Plin. N.H. VI. 15). T. Todua 
argues that migration of the highlanders were responsible for the 
decay of the city. In our opinion, the migration of the highlanders 
was result rather than reason for the depopulation of Dioscurias. 
In the sixth chapter of the thesis issues of Gyenos history are 
examined.  
As for Gyenos, we lack important narrative sources, however if we 
compare and fulfill the information with archeological materials, it is 
possible to make certain conclusions. 
In our opinion, Gyenos was founded in the 2nd half of the 6th century 
B.C. This could be before 540 B.C., until Miletus fell to the Persians. 
In 540-513 B.C. Miletus was governed by the tyrants appointed by 
the Persians and colonization movement of Miletus was 
comparatively weakened. Besides, if the function of Gyenos was 
provision of wood necessary for shipbuilding, foundation of the 
settlement with this function was more possible before 540 B.C. By 
that time the Persians had no war with the Greeks and strengthening 
of the fleet could hardly be the wish of the tyrant appointed by the 
Persians and accordingly, foundation of the settlement in distant 
Colchis was not urgent.   Thus, Gyenos must have been founded 
before 540 B.C. when the interest to build the fleet still could exist. 
There is a probability that it was founded during short periods of 
time – from 513 B.C. to 494 B.C. (before the destruction of Miletus). 
Since materials of the second quarter of the 6th century B.C. and of 
the end of the century were discovered in the findings of 1981, it 
seems, Gyenos was founded before 540 B.C., then, for the short 
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period its activity was weakened and evidently, in 513-494 B.C. was 
renovated again.  
Metropolis of Gyenos is not attested in the narrative sources. If we 
have direct information about Phasis and Dioscuria as cities founded 
by Miletus, such information in connection with Gyenos has not 
survived. If we take into consideration a general tendency that the 
city founded in the 6th century B.C. could be only a colony of 
Miletus in eastern Black Sea coast, and if we connect Pomponius 
Mela’s Cycnus and Pliny’s Cygnum with Gyenos, we can conclude 
that Miletus was its founder. Cycnus in Greek means a swan. In the 
Greek mythology a swan was considered to be Apollo’s attribute. 
Pausanias refers to King Cycnus who was turned into a swan by 
Apollo (Paus. 1. 30. 3). According to Servius, Cycnus was a 
musician; his turn into a swan is also connected with Apollo (Serv. 
On Aen. 10, 189). According to Servius, Apollo turned him also into 
a constellation. Cygnus constellation was known even for Ptolemy 
(Peters…1915). It is known that Apollo’s cult was spread in Miletus, 
and if we consider that the cults of metropolis were worshipped in 
the colony, based on this and on general conjucture we connect the 
original foundation of Gyenos/Cycnus/Cygnum with Miletus.  
The Status and the function during the existence of the city did not 
change. Gyenos during the entire period of its existence was an 
emporium for the Greeks. If in the 6th century B.C. the Ionians were 
here, in the 5th c. B.C. the Athenians came, at the beginning of the 4th 
century B.C. the Athenians are here again though later Sinopeian 
Greeks also came as trade partners. Then these contacts also 
weakened and in the 2nd century B.C. the city ceased existence. At 
the same time, this emporium was seasonal and was connected with 
the wood export. During Mithridates’ era it was not renovated.   
Greek population itself, proceeding from its function, was always 
comparatively weak and its assimilation with the locals, as it seems, 
took place fast enough. It is possible this process was terminated 
already during the era of Mithridates and supposedly, this was the 
reason why the ruler of Pontus ignored this territory. 
In the seventh chapter of the thesis aspects concerning the 
development of Pichvnari settlement are examined.  
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Origin of Pichvnari also had its general and specific reasons. There 
were also several more or less strong streams of colonists, however 
each time specific reasons of their coming can be distinguished.  
Pichvnari like other Greek settlements in Western Georgia was 
founded by the Milesians for the first time. Supposedly, it should be 
founded also by the Milesians as well. Archaeological evidences 
prove the Ionian presence in Pichvnari in the 6th c. B.C. Onomastic 
similarity between Miletus and Pichvnari also proves it. There are 
pine-trees around Miletus and a town nearby, as Greaves note, is 
called Çamiçi i. e. ‘In the pine-trees’. According to Pliny, Karian 
name of Miletus was Pityusa (Plin. NH. 5.112), since the 
surrounding territory was rich in pine-trees. Toponyms of Asia 
Minor origin, for example Side/Sida, occur in the Eastern coasts of 
the Black Sea. The Milesians could have transferred their 
toponym to Colchis, in their settlement, especially if the basis for 
creating such toponym have coincided. It seems, this toponym was 
trasferred and later it took Georgian form. Nowadays the toponym 
exists in Georgian form, like Karian name of Miletus Pityusa 
preserved in Turkish form Çamiçi. If such ‘migration’ of toponym 
happened, this could be just Pichvnari, not Bichvinta, because it was 
not founded yet. Also, we should note, that Pityusa mentioned in the 
Greek sources (Strabo XI, 2, 14; Plin. NH. VI, 16; Arr. PPE 27; 
Ptol., V, 6, 6;) and meaning Western Georgian settlement, in every 
case is not Pichvnari, it is always Bichvinta. Pichvnari ceased its 
existence when Bichvinta started.   
Next stage in the history of the city begins in the 5thc. B.C. and is 
connected with the Athenian foreign policy. The Athenians wanted 
to establish the settlement here, and it seems their wish was 
supported by the locals. The weapons were not revealed on the Greek 
necropolis of the 5th century B.C. of Pichvnari. It seems, neither local 
population opposed to the coming of the Greeks nor the Greeks were 
awaiting problems.  
In general, existence of the Greek ethnos on the basis of import is 
sceptically considered by some scholars, for example, by D. Braund, 
though on the example of Pichvnari it is possible to make the 
following conclusions: 
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 Even small quantity of the Greek ceramics excavated on the 
site could indicate to the intense relations between the locals 
and the Greeks; 

 Despite the intense trade relations with the locals, precious 
wine was not always the subject of exchange for the Greeks. 
Moreover, as it seems, Thasian, Chian, Chalcidian wines 
were imported only for the Greeks. Non-existence of the 
amphorae in the Colchian burials means that the neighboring 
Colchian population were not the supposed consumers of the 
precious imported Greek wine. In this case we do not mean 
population of the rich Hinterland, for example Vani. If we 
take into consideration that import of Chian production by 
means of Athens, intermediary trade made it twice 
expensive, that is why it becomes accessible only for elite. 
Relative small quantity of import found in other hinterland 
monuments of Colchis except for Vani, is a confirmation of 
it.  
Pichvnari was the city of permanent sailors and traders in 

5th c. B. C. High percentage of the Greek import on Greek cemetery 
of the 5th c. B. C. in Pichvnari gives us the clue that the Greeks here 
were Pichvnari residents, however they were travelling a lot, and 
bringing Greek import quite often. They were citizens of Athens and 
Pichvnari was not a self-governing Polis. It was a specific emporium 
with Athenian citizens.  
Pichvnari was the city of permanent travellers-traders (aeinautae), 
specific emporium where permanently travelling Greeks gathered, at 
the same time, it is possible that a part of them also lived there. They 
were not citizens of Pichvnari but Athenian citizens and maintained 
permanent connection with Athens. This explains the fact that 
immensely large quantity of import existed on the Greek necropolis.  
The Hellenistic Age is a turning point in the city’s economic life. If 
before this city was mainly exporting raw materials, as it seems, 
from the beginning of the Hellenistic Age it starts to produce its own 
production. The production of the so-called brown-clay amphorae 
should have also been started with this function in Pichvnari, it 
seems. The Brown-clay amphorae are found in many places on 
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Western Georgian territory, including hinterland. This is the Greek-
type ceramics – amphorae.  
By the end of the 2nd century B.C. Pichvnari city ceased to exist. 
Unlike other Greek cities of Colchis (Dioscurias, Phasis), Pichvnari 
is not active in the age of Mithridates. Temporary economic revival 
caused by Mithridates’ activity did not influence Pichvnari. As it 
seems, ruler of Pontus was not interested in this region and final 
decline of Pichvnari in Hellenistic era was caused by this.  
 
In the eighth chapter the end of the Hellenistic experiment on the 
territory of Western Georgia, its reasons and results are examined.  
Municipal life in Western Georgia declined at the turn of the 
millennia and economic crisis returned again. The Greeks barbarized 
and the illusion of confluence with Western economic system does 
not exist anymore. The Greeks’ idea to include Colchis in Hellenic 
economic system collapsed and this caused some changes here. Then 
the Romans came, they perceived this region as only marginal part of 
Pontus Limes, it does not have a huge economic function for export 
of raw materials, they are not also interested in hinterland. So, 
Western Georgia reorganization of protofeudal society begins. The 
transition from protofeudalism to feudalism must have been the next 
stage.  As it seems this process passed with difficulties and finally 
finished after the highlanders migrated. 
The process of highlanders’ migration is examined in the thesis in 
details. The prosperity of economics after the migration of 
highlanders is obvious, as at first S. Janashia and later, T. Dundua 
suggested, feudalism began on the territory of Lazika. 
It is obvious that the long-term result of the collapse of Hellenic 
experiment is the migration of highlanders as only by their means 
became possible to overcome the crisis which began and at the end 
of Hellenic experiment.   

In conclusion all results of our research are summarized and 
gathered together.  
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