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Abstract

The relevance of the present dissertation work is due to the laid out in the document
of "Mtskheta Heritage and Tourism Master-Plan" requirements of the international meth-
odological experience and the adaptation of legal practices to local conditions, recommen-
dations of the European Economic Commission, following the European integration pro-
gram obligations and operating under the auspices of the United Nations: “territorial and
spatial planning, key tool for the effective management and development with special em-
phasis on countries with transitional economics”.

The aim of this dissertation is to provide the access for professional groups to
"Mtskheta Heritage and Tourism Master-Plan" as to the document based on the approaches
established by UNESCO in the field of cultural heritage; also, to outline: the role of this in-
ternational document as the hampering factor of individual decisions; the magnitudes of
loss caused to cultural, natural and religious values of Mtskheta as a result of ignoring
"Mtskheta Heritage and Tourism Master-Plan" by the state party; the necessity of creating
such a document for historical cities of Georgia in the context of European integration. In
methodological terms, no less important is to introduce in Georgian heritage protection
practice the modern approaches elaborated by UNESCO on the example of Mtskheta Mas-
ter-Plan.

The growing and dynamic character of the urbanization process has a significant, nega-
tive impact on the protection of historical cities. In the globalization age, under the pro-
gressive pressure of the total construction boom the conservation of historic urban land-
scapes is the most difficult problem. The concept of the historic urban landscapes was con-
ceived as the vision based on the approaches developed in the last two decades, critical
evaluations and new challenges. The avoidance of the negative impact of the modern ar-
chitecture on historical cities and their unique environment is the subject of a special effort
of international monument protection organizations. In today's stage of the urban
development, city real estate and infrastructure investments are turned into a major

stimulating force of the transformation of the urban environment. The main reason for the



sharp negative changes of the historic urban landscape is an apparent one-sided
commercial nature of this force. In the process of the spatial-planning changes of the
historical construction, the modern architecture takes an increasingly important place.
Both the dynamic nature of the changes and the magnitude of the invasion of such an
architecture in city's cultural and natural areas cause the concerns. The danger of the
destruction of historic urban landscapes and the loss of physical and visual integrity of
historic cities is obvious. In such a situation, one of the principal issues of the city heritage
protection theory and practice  is to provide the harmonious insertion of the modern
construction in the context of historic urban landscapes. In the conditions of inappropriate
for historical cities large-scale construction activity, there is highly visible the protest of in-
ternational monument protection organizations against the urban decisions which put at
risk the cities of European cultural values. Nowadays the cities have a pressure of such
factors which were no at the time of making UNESCOS’s recommendations in 1976 “On

Protection of Historical Ensembles and the Modern Role”.
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2 A general plan is the policy of acceptable land uses in ach jurisdiction. Each city and county adopts and updates
their General Plan to guide the growth and land development of their community, for both the current period
and the long term. The General Plan is the foundation for establishing goals, purposes, zoning and activities
allowed on each land parcel to provide compatibility and continuity to the entire region as well as each
individual neighborhood.
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