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uring our journey we were lucky
D enough to meet the kind of people who

made their family homes our home,
where one can experience the taste of real
mountain honey, the smell of wood and the
incredible tranquility.

Each one of these people’s hearths
unites Georgia, something that is so difficult to
have a real sense and understanding of in a
city.

The portraits presented in this edition
are an attempt to arouse your interest, not only
to get acquainted with them through the texts
and photographs, but also to visit these people
at home in their villages and enter into their
world.

Tamar Melikishvili
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AKAKI LASHKARASHVILI
Master of Georgian musical instru-
ments

Born 1938 in Thilisi.

y great grandfather, who died in

1916, was a famous carpenter and

the house in front of the Armenian

theater in Avlabari was built by him.
They say in those days there were two Va-
sos in Tbilisi. White Vaso, who last name was
Chkheidze and Red Vaso, who was my great
grand father. They both had their own team of
carpenters and had a sort of competition go-
ing on. As for me, | ended up making tradition-
al musical instruments. There was a factory
producing artistic souvenirs, which shut down
in 1968 where | worked for 10 years. Since
then I'm self-employed. | played the panduri
from an early age. My mum was Hevsuretian
and for them even a piano was a panduri. Tra-
ditional musical instruments show the spiritual
face of the nation and in that sense we are far
richer then many bigger countries. We have
thirteen remaining varieties of musical instru-
ment in Georgia and each one is unique within
its own right. Unfortunately there were more,
which no longer exist. | make almost every-
one of these instruments: panduri, chonguri,
salamuri, duduki, stviri, gudastviri, pshavian
stviri, Svanetian changi, chuniri, Rachvelian
chianuri, (which sadly is not used anymore).
| create all of these in my little cellar where |
can hardly breathe. Unfortunately | have no
students but could have managed 3-4 young-
sters. As | said, my cellar is tiny and I'm in
desperate need of space. My children all have
a musical education but none of them have
taken up my craft, so my only hope is that my
future grandchildren will.
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_TEMUR ARDZNADZE

— Chiponi-player and craftsman,_Village of Dandalo, Ke__da region
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was in the fourth grade at school the first time
| heard the magical sound of the chiponi and
was so enchanted, that | became determined
to make one for myself. First | made a sala-
muri (a Georgian wind pipe) and as | didn’t have a
sheep skin bag, | was mounting it on to children’s
balloons and imitating how to play it. So that's how
it all started.....
Here I'd like to pay my respects by remem-
bering Vaso Iremadze, an old chiponi player, who
was the best in Adjara and who taught me a lot.

Temur Ardznadze is still trying to perfect
his craft of making chiponis, is a keen performer,
has his own group and never misses any opportu-
nity to participate in all kinds of traditional festivals
and concerts in Adjara, so that Adjarians will never
forget the magical sound of the chiponi.
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here were three brothers and three sisters

in our family, now I've got three children

of my own and 6 grandchildren. My father

Ismael taught me how to be a “smithy” and
then my boys became interested, until two of them
left the village and now only one remains with me
and he is the master of the craft. He has to be here
and he promised to get married here. A blacksmith
is always needed in the village, as we have horses
and bulls, which need shoes, not to mention all
the other work tools like axes, shovels and hoes.
| even made steel ovens, but now I'm running out
of steam— getting too old —but | still managed to
make this bellow. As we don’t have coal here, we
use charcoal. There is always something to do in a
forge, but as for my income, there is not much you
can earn here. People around here are desper-
ate themselves for money, so what can | ask for?
Our village emptied out. | was born here, grew up
and grew old here. | feel so much pain in my heart
when | see our empty village. Even my son, who
was desperate to leave, stayed just for my sake.
| have one dream, to live just long enough to see
people return and then | can die in peace.
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GURAM TURMANIDZE

Bee keeper
Namonastrevi village, Keda region.

s a young man | worked as a driver but when | retired, | bought a couple of bee
families and since then | have farmed them. | love bee keeping, as | always have
honey to give as gifts or sell and | make excellent honey vodka too. We are from
the village of Namonastrevi and it is said that our village is so high up that even

the cock does not crow here but as for the bees they are in an excellent habitat. We have
lots of chestnuts, lime trees and wild flowers. Honey made from these flowers carry high
medicinal properties, which | also grow for this purpose. | inherited the ways of bee keeping
from my father and he did from the other elders. We have a saying ‘the old one died and
took his bee hives with him’- we say this about the man who hasn’t got anybody to inherit
his job. | have a large family and my grandchildren take great interest in what | do. | can be
peaceful because they are the bee keepers now.
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All my family knows about bees and helps me out. We cultivate Georgian long proboscis bees, which are
world famous.

The Majority of our beehives are kept in Oni, where bees stay over winter. Then we take them to Gnola
and afterwards over the Mamisoni Ridge to Okrokhana. The honey we produce is unique, as most of the honey
on the market, even though it's natural, is gathered from one location but honey produced by nomadic bees
is ten times more superior and has extra medicinal qualities, as it contains nectar from a massive variety of
plants. All the plants that are in Oni, Gnola, Utsera and Mamisoni Ridge are present in my honey and that's
what makes it so exceptional. My twin boys and daughter are a great help in this intensive work. Our production
is increasing every year and today we are in a situation to export our honey abroad.

I ‘'ve been a beekeeper since | can remember and I'm still continuing this work which is blessed by god.

KLIMENTI BITSISHVILI - BEEKEEPER

Born in1937, Gnola village, Oni region
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THE PEARLS OF THE SUN

stopped near an old building on Kita Abashidze

Street in one of the old districts in Thilisi, near the

house where Mariam Jambakur-Orbeliani and oth-

ers lived and created history with their lives. The
Georgian public figure and benefactor, lvane Javakh-
ishvili, the great Georgian historian and founder of
Tbilisi State University, Kita Abashidze, Georgian liter-
ary scholar and political figure and Guram Rcheulish-
vili, the writer. It is hard to find a true Georgian, who
does not know about these admirable people’s lives
and merits which were dedicated to the Georgian na-
tion, however very few know about the traditions kept
by their descendants, which imply they safeguarded
the heritage of these great people and protected their
family secrets. Such people are Ketevan Abashidze,
who passed down to us the family traditions and se-
crets discovered by her ancestors. Therefore | hoped
that Ketevan Abashidze(the great granddaughter of
Kita Abashidze), would share the sweet secret with me
of the Orbeliani royal candy -“The Pearls of the Sun”,
and so | decided to visit her.

As soon as | stepped inside the house, |
was greeted by inanimate objects - God knows what
they have experienced: The wooden chest which be-
longed to the King Erekle, the table made of mother of
pearl(which won a prize in Venice for its outstanding
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beauty), old cupboards, an antique chandelier in the
shape of a crown and the historical wall covered with
scriptures. The portraits of our revered ancestors —
King Erekle, Tekle Batonishvili and Vakhtang Orbeliani
are all an inseparable part of this house. The rooms
high ceilings almost made me dizzy. Ketevan told me
they had made such high ceilings to make it possible
to ride into the house on horse. This is when [ truly felt
the grandness of that era and for a short time | imag-
ined myself at a large table together with llia Chavcha-
vadze who had visited this house shortly before his
death.

There was little time left before New Year and
Keto, in order to create the New Year’s spirit, told me
about the “Pearls of the Sun”...

I remember the New Year’s preparation, when
my grandmother was putting the walnut pieces on the
small balls of dough (according to my perception at
that time) on each side and then stored them in a cool
area. Then the long process of preparation, of the
melted sugar would start. At this time | knew that there
should be silence and that | should be nowhere near
the kerosene stove where this amber colored sugar
was cooking on a low heat.

The authors of the secret recipe were the
daughter of the poet Vakhtang Orbeliani, Mariam Jam-
bakur-Orbeliani and her cook Pelagia. Peliagia was
sent to Paris previously for culinary classes by the Or-
belianis and after this they started creating the “Pearls
of the Sun” with the famous Grenoble wall-nuts.

Each peace of a wall-nut needed to be cleaned
with a special brush- continued her story Ketevan, so
that the nuts are dust free , then the ground nuts are
rolled up into small balls and after dipping them with
the special fork into the melted sugar, they are placed
on a marble tray covered lightly with oil.

Now when Ketino makes the candies herself,
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she knows why she had to be so careful while prepar-
ing the amber colored melted sugar... when the sugar
turns into the caramel and the bubbles slow down, the
boiling will start and the number of millions of bubbles
will gradually be reduced to 18, this is exactly when
the nut ball needs to be dipped into the sugar. The
bubbles of sugar explode like a lava, one needs to
take care here, to avoid dangerous burns. Once |
experienced a painful burn, which meant | could not
meet with the Patriarch of Constantinople. He loved
the “Pearls of the Sun” and used to say- the walnuts
is a fruit, which is touched by a sacred man only. My
burns were treated with the Turmanidze balm and | am
so grateful to the creators of this magic balm and their
ancestors.

This secret recipe makes the royal candy of
the Orbelianis, the “Pearls of the Sun” so attractive
and splendid. Nowadays Ketevan makes them with
the royal coat of arms on it for the Literature Cafes and
on special occasions for the members of her house-
hold in the memory of their ancestors.

| must admit that after the delicious story told
by Ketevan | cannot pass by the Literature Café on the
Abashidze street without dropping in.

Nutsa Eristavi
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TSKAROSTAVI GOSPEL

the reign of King Tamar, in 1195; The manu-

script was created for Tskarostavi Monastery
with the orders of the church spiritual leader Ionae
Safarel-Mtbevari: In the name of God ... I, unworthy
and wretched, Iovane Safareli-Mtbevari, have writ-
ten this sacred Four Gospels and had it embossed, to
glorify godsent kings of ours — Tamar and David”.

Tskarostavi Four Gospels were written during

The Gospel was written in the name of writ-
ers loane son of Pukareli and Giorgi Setadze: “was
written and completed by the hand of two writers lo-
ane son of Pukareli and Giorgi Setadze”. The manu-
script is accompanied by the exact date of rewriting
and decorating — 1195.

The manuscript is rewritten on a well pro-
cessed parchment in classical Nuskhuri, old Geor-
gian alphabet. The pictures of Evangelists start each
chapter. Firmaments and other decorative ornaments
are not in place.

The sacred evangelists are depicted, while
writing the Gospel, in firmament dome shaped frame
on the golden background. The reader gets the feel-
ing reflecting the scriptorium or even the monastery
cell feeling, with writing desk and the mounted pupi-
tre; the desk and the armchair of the evangelist look
like they are minted in this architectural construction.
The scripts indicated the names of the Evangelists
are written in cinnabar on the golden background.

St. Ioane evangelist is the only exception;
he dictates the heavenly inspired words to his pupil
Prokhore. Prokhore is a beardless young man, he sits
on a hill and writes into the book spread open on his
knees. The writing tools are right on the ground. The
blue stipe of land resembles the mountaneous land-
still.

The Four Gospels is the most important mas-
terpiece of XII century, which fully revelaed the de-
velopment line of the style; the softness of the forms,
the manner of painting of faces (greenish and redish
strockes on the golden background), diverse colour
palette — skyblue, purple and torquise light strockes,
attempt to ceate the voluminous shapes — these are
the signs of new artistic tendencies.

The gold plated silver cover, performed by
Beka Opizario is considered as the most important
virtue of the Book.

The scenes of crucifixion on the front cover
(in the center crucified Jesus, on both of his sides
Mother Mary and Jonas the Apostle; two angels are
depicted above the crucifix), and of traditional “obse-
cration” on the back cover (sitting Jesus, and Johnas
and Mother Mary on his sides) are presented. In the
accompanying inscription we can read: “The Gold-
smith Beka’ Opizari”. Sculptural figures, the soph-
istrication of ornaments and the general character of
performance emphasizes the decorative —ornamental
side of embossing.

Nino Kavtaria
National Center of Manuscripts
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Mrs. Svetlana Sabutskaia-Buachidze
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Mrs. Svetlana Sabutskaia-Buachidze and Gaston
Buachidze with family in Nantes

GEORGIA - PIECE
OF MY HEART

vetlana Sabutskaia-Buachidze was born
in the Ukraine near Kiev (the town of Be-
laia Tserkov) in a large Polish-Ukrainian
family (five sisters). Later her parents
moved to the western part of the Ukraine, there
she graduated from secondary school and was
admitted to the Lvov University, where she gradu-
ated with a degree in philology. At of the age of
20 her life became connected with Georgia. While
studying at University she met a student Gas-
ton Buachidze, who she started a family with in
Georgia, so famous for its hospitality. Later Gas-
ton Buachidze became a prominent specialist in
French literature as a translator and writer.

Over the years Svetlana Buachidze taught
Russian language and literature in Tbilisi choreo-
graphic school. She is a multi talented and widely
educated person, the author of beautiful lyrical
poems and paintings, at the same time was an
exceptionally caring, dedicated wife, mother and
grandmother to her daughter and son- Anetta and
Andre and two grandchildren, Saba and Luka.

In 1991, like many other Georgians the
Buachidze family was also forced to leave the
country. They moved to France the motherland of
Gaston Buachidze’s mother, where he was invited
to Nantes University as a professor, and where he
is still academically occupied. But with his work
and in his thoughts he has never left his home city
of Thilisi, which is the twined city to Nantes. They
come back periodically for conferences or other
cultural events or meetings, and also for no good
reason, just because they miss it here.

Over the 30 years (1960-1990) of her life
in Georgia, this amazing woman of Ukrainian-Pol-
ish descent, lovingly took Georgian culture and its
way of life close to her heart, accepted the pecu-
liarities of the Georgian feasts and after a separa-
tion with Georgia (where as she says she spent all
her conscious life and where she left piece of her
heart) described all that accumulated in her heart
and mind with great mastery and sincere love in
this absolutely distinguished and original piece en-
titted “Supra”, an extract of which you can enjoy
below.
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CKaTepr-nosenMTeanmu,a
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Ha4yane Obina nuwa, 3ateM oHa
cTana efomn, no3e NnosiBUNcs cTon,
N TONMbKO NOTOM YXe — cKaTepTb,
Ha KOTOPYK CTaBUNM efy Kak
YroLLEHME.
Y Kaxgonm cTpaHbl — CBOSI eda, CBOe
BKyCcOBOoe pasHoobpasve, cBOM puTyan
roctenpunmcTaa.

Ha npotsxeHun ctonetun B [pysuu
cosgaBancd puTyan YroweHuss He TONbKO
Jowledwmin 0O Hawero BpPeMEeHW, HOo W
COXPaHUBLLMI S3bIYECKYIO CBEXECTb NMPEOKOB
C VX 3aKOANPOBAHHON MYAPOCTbO ObITUS.

JTioBonbITHO, KTO M Kak NOBCEAHEBHO
ynpaensan atmm  putyanom? Jliogn  unu
npeaMeTbl UMY CO3[aHHbIe?

Bonpoc  BMoOnMHe  3aKOHOMEPHLIN,
NOTOMY YTO C He3anamATHbIX BPEMEH (HUKTO
He CKaXKeT TOYHO, Koraa 3TO CyYusiocb) ctano
OYeBMAOHbIM, 4YTO nNpegMeTbl, COo34aHHbIe
noabMu, OCOBGEHHO pUTyanbHbIE, CKaXeM,
OObIKHOBEHHAA CKaTepTb, HaYMHAKT XWUTb
CaMOCTOATENbHOM XN3Hbt0. OHM CTaHOBATCA
B3bICKaTENbHbIMW, TpeboBaTenbHbIMK,
BMACTHbIMK, Yy HUX MOSBAAKOTCA MNOYTH
TMpaHunyeckne nosagkn. OHM OUKTYIOT, YTO U
Kak cnegyet genatb. Tak Hago! Bot Tak! Mo-
OPYroMy Henb34...

N nogun, kak HU CTpaHHO, He CnopsT
C HUMKW, HayMHasa CBslleHHoOeWncTBMe —
yOpaHCTBO CTONa, HEe CONPOTUBASIOTCA WM,
a Beceno n 6e33aboTHO, nnNn 03aboyeHHo, B
3aBUCMMOCTU OT CUTyauuu, MOBUHYIOTCH, He
BGecnokosicb 06 ycnexe, 3Has 3apaHee, 4TO
CKATEPTb cebsi B 06may He gact. Peub Beab
NOWAET O HEWN, O CKaTEPTU, CAMOM NPO3anNdHOM,
Ha Haw B3rnsad, npegmere.

Ecrnn BbI Tak gymaete O rpysmMHCKOM
ckateptn, To rmMyboko owwnbaetecb. YTOObI
B 9TOoM ybeautbCcs, BaM peKoMeHayeTcs
nepesectn cnoBo CKATEPTb Ha rpysnHckui
A3bIK U YBWOETb, KAk OHO Yy Bac Ha rrasax
TYyT e npeobpaxaercs, npuobpetas
COBEpPLUEHHO HOBOE KayecTBO, npucyLlee
CKa3o4HoM ckatepTu-camobpaHke, TO
€CTb, CIOBO CTaHOBUTCA obnagartenem
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbIX CBONCTB.

SUPRA

Table Cloth —The Lady

irst it was just food, then it became

a meal, later there was a table and

a table cloth on which the food was

offered as a treat.

Every country has its own food, its
variety of flavours, and its traditions of hospi-
tality.

* % %

The ritual of treating the guest was de-
veloping over several centuries in Georgia. It
did not only reach us these days, but also pro-
vided a novel spectacle for our ancestors, with
their coded wisdom of living.

Interesting, but who and how was this
ritual managed? Was it the people or the things
made by them?

This is a very relevant question, be-
cause from ancient times (no one can tell
when it happened exactly) it became obvious
that things created by people, especially ritual
items, such as the ordinary tablecloth, start to
have a life of their own. They become demand-
ing, arrogant, they develop nearly despotic
habits. They dictate what and how things need
to be done. This is how it should be! And not in
any other way....

And strangely enough, people do not ar-
gue with them when they start the ritual —-when
setting the table, they do not argue, but instead
joyfully or sometimes anxiously, depending on
the situation, obey, without being worried about
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CkatepTb no-rpysvHckn — CYTIPA, n
3BYYMT 3TO KOPOTKOE CIIOBO, KaK 3aKfMHaHWe
N noBerneHue, TOPXKECTBEHHO U Aaxe rPO3HO;
C HUM He LWYTAT — eMy NoBuHytoTCs. B Mpyaun
3TO M3BECTHO BCeM, MO0 [aBHbIM-OABHO
CMNOBO CTano 3arafoyvHbiM, Ja)e BOMLWEOHbIM,
nNpeobpaKeHHbIM  U3HYTPU,  HAMNOMHEHHbIM
TalHbIX CMbICNIOB — OTClo4a WM3BECTHOe
rocTenpumnmcTBo.

B otnnuune ot ckateptu-camobpaHku,
KoTopasi nosiBNsieTca BApyr cama no cebe kak
3aBeTHasi MeyTa NyTHMKa MOEeCTb W MONUThb,
Cynpa — coTBOpeHue 4yga — cosgaercs
OpPraHM30BaHHO W OCMbICIIEHHO Ha rrasax
NMOPaXXEHHOro M O4apoOBaHHOrO MyTHUKa, Mbo
OHa — Jeno pyk YenoBeyveckux u ero fobpon
Bonu. lMo-rpyanHckn Cynpa — oBbIKHOBEHHas
ckaTepTb, a B bonee LLUMPOKOM CMbICfEe — 3TO
3acToribe, T.e. CMAEeHNE 3a CTOMOM, NOKPbLITOM
CKaTepTbl0 U YCTaBIIEHHOM BCEBO3MOXHbIMMN
AcTBaMn. A ACTB Ha CKaTepTu AOMKHO ObITb
BUOUMO-HEBMONMO, YTOOLI rnasa pasberanucb
W He 3Hanu, C 4ero HauMHaTb, YTOObI 1 CKaTepTb
He Oblna BuOHa, Begb OHA — He BWMHOBHMLA

| ARTGENE | wysoneo/winter | 2011

the success, knowing in advance that the table-
cloth will be able to defend her-self. And this is
what we are going to talk about- the tablecloth,
a very prosaic thing in our opinion.

If this is what you think about the Geor-
gian tablecloth, you are very wrong. To prove
this it is recommended that you translate this
word into Georgian and you will see that it
changes its meaning right in front of you, at-
taining a completely new quality, typical to the
“magic tablecloth” from the fairy tale. This word
obtains supernatural features.

The tablecloth in Georgian is — SUPRA
and this short word sounds like an invocation
and command, solemn and even ferocious;
you don’t joke with it — you obey to it. Every-
body knows this in Georgia, because the word
has long become enigmatic, even magical,
transformed from the inside, full of mysterious
meanings - hence the well-known hospitality.
Unlike the magic tablecloth, which appears
by itself in the dream of a hungry and thirsty
traveler, Supra — magic in making- is created
in an organized manner and is thoroughly
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TOPXXECTBA, a BCEro N1LIb — NOBENUTENbHMLA,
MOXHO M HE BbICOBbIBATLCS.

Be3amonBne M CKPOMHOCTb CKaTepTu
roBOopsitT camu 3a cebs, ee [AOCTOMHCTBA
HenpepekaeMmsl.

Kak n Bce ctonbl mMupa, rpy3vHCKUN
CTON paccyuTaH Ha Xxopowwuh annetut? He
TonbKo... CTpaHHbIn Bonpoc ansa Cynpel...

Epa Ha crone — ato wusobunue u
WweapocTb B MX MepBo3gaHHOM Buae, a
cuaeHve 3a CTONoM — puTyan MHOrOBEKOBOW
KynbTypbl.

N3bunpaeTca Tamaga — NONHOBNACTHBIN
X035IMH 3aCTOJbs, Er0 OpraHn3aTop, BeayLL1H,
yrnpaBnsoLmnn, HAa30BUTE €ro Kak XoTute, OT
3TOro CyTb Aena He MEHSIETCS, OAHUM CITOBOM,
— pexunccep TeaTpanu3oBaHHOW MOCTAHOBKM
nog OyOHWYHBIM ONSA XMBYLUMX Ha3BaHUEM —
«[deno xutenckoe». Tamaga — Ha3HaYeHHbIN
U n3bpaHHbIA XO3ANH 3aCTONbA — CEPbE3HO
n ¢ 6onblION OTBETCTBEHHOCTbID OTHECEeTCs
K cBOMM 06s513aHHOCTAM (MHOrgda Tamagom
MOXET ObITb 1 XO3AMH JOMA, COBMELLAsA Taknum
obpasom aBa cTartyca).

* % %

Kak yxe ckasaHo, He rpex 1 MoBTOpWUTb,
4TO efa Ha CTore — 3TO CneKTakMb U30bMnus
LLLeapOCTK, NOMHOTLI BbITHS. Ha cTone AomkHO
6biTb BCE.

HenoHaTHO? ADCOSMOTHO BCE, YTO MOXET cebe

NMO3BOSMIUTb KOLUENEK M MPEeANo-XUTb CE30H:
OBOLUM, Msico, pblba, pyKTbl, CHagocTy,
pasymeeTcsi, He BCE cpa3dy, a MOCTENeHHo,
no Bocxoasdullen. 3a CTONoOM He ToponsaTcs
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thought through right in front of an astonished
and charmed traveler, because Supra is made
by man, by the will of man. In Georgian Su-
pra means a regular table cloth, and in a wider
sense of the word — this is a feast, meaning
sitting at the table covered with the table cloth
and full of different vitals. And the food should
be so plentiful that ones eyes should not know
where to start. One should not be able to see
the tablecloth itself, because it is not the center
of the festivity, only its master, in such a posi-
tion one might afford to remain invisible.

The silence and modesty of the tablecloth
speak for itself, its virtues are undisputed.

As all tables of the world, is the Geor-
gian table meant only for a good appetite? Not
only for this... a strange question for a Supra.
Food on the table — it is abundance and gen-
erosity in its primordial state, and sitting at the
table —ritual of the multi-century culture.

The Tamada is being elected- the sov-
ereign master of the table, its organizer, its
leader, name him whatever you can, this would
not change the gist of the theme, in short — the
director of the dramatic performance under the
ordinary title — “everyday matters”. The Tama-
da- appointed or elected master of the table-
takes his duties very seriously and with great
responsibility (sometimes Tamada is also the
host of the home, thus combining two different
positions).

As it was mentioned before, and | will
repeat it again that the food on the table- it is
the display of abundance and generosity, the
fullness of life. EVERYTHING should be on the
table.

Not quite clear? Absolutely everything,
whatever the wallet and season of year will
allow you to afford: vegetables, meat, fish,
fruits, sweets and of course not everything at
the same time, but gradually and increasingly.
There is no rush at the table- everything has
its right time. The table covered with the table-
cloth is being filled with exquisite food, deco-
rated with greens and the seeds of a pome-
granate and gradually turns into the Supra.

And the ritual service begins! The cur-
tain rises and in front of the astonished traveler
(and in some ways we are all travelers) the

— BcemMy cBoe Bpemsi. CTon, MOKPbITbIN
cKaTepTblo, 3anosiHaeTcs N3bICKaHHOWN,
YKpaLLEHHOWN 3erieHbld M 3ep'Hamu rpaHaTta
enon n npespawaetcsa B Cynpy.

CaslLeHHogencTBME HauymHaeTcs!
3aHaBecC NogHUMaeTCs, U nepeq U3yMMeHHbIM
B3MMsIAOM MyTELIECTBEHHMKA (@ TakK Kak BCe
Mbl - NyTELWECTBEHHMUKN B KaKOM-TO CMbICIIE)
npeacTaeT HaKpbIThbIN 40 NpUemMa rocten u ans
MX npuMema cTon.

Canatbl K3 Hape3aHHbIX OBOLLEWN,
NnpuUnpaBneHHbIE MPSHOM 3€eNneHblo, KoTopas
npouspactaer B [pysuum Kpyrnblid rog, —
©eccMeHHoe 6ntodo Ha cTore, 00beanHsitoLLiee
BCE Ce30HbI. [ToMMMO 3TOro CTON yKpallaeTcs
uenbiMM OBOLLLAMW: OrypLuamun, nomumaopamm,
pPEeaucKolr, CBEPKAIOLLIMMW  CBEXECTbl0 W
Kpackamu, nyykamm cbefobHbIX, LenebHbIX n
Bnaroyxalowux «TpaB» — TapxyHa, uuumarthbl,
NETPYLLKN.

HeTpoHyTble oOBOWWM — HaTHPMOpPT
W OOHOBPEMEHHO CBOeObOpasHbi 3anac —
Ha BCAKUA crydan. XOoTuTe ellbTe, XOTUTe
nobyntecb! Bcerga HaxogaTtca nwobutenn u
TOro v 4pyroro.

ManeHbkMx Taperok Ha cTone, Kak
3Be3 Ha Hebe, a B HUX — Yero TONbKO HeT!
B nepByto oyepenb, — pasHoobpasne nxanu
M3 XapeHbix M BapeHbiX oBowen: 6akna-
XaHa, LnuMHaTta, 3eneHon daconn, CBeKMbl,
KanycTbl MOPKOBMW, CNOBOM — BCE€X OBO-
wen. MNopogHMBLLNCL C OpexamMn, TO €ecCTb,
COEANHMBLUUCL C HEMOBTOPUMBLIM OPEXOBbLIM
coycoM, (MoroTble Opexu, 3anpaefeHHbIe
COOTBETCTBYIOLLUMMWN MPSAHOCTAMU U 3€MEHBIO)
OBOLUM MpeobpaxatoTcsa M npeBpallarTcs B
KyNMHapHble AenvkaTecbl C HEMNoBTOPUMbIM
BKycoM. Ckonbko 6bl Bbl HU Tpo6oBanu, nx BKyC
He noBTopsieTcs. (Hy, npumMepHo, To e camoe,
KaK Henb3s ABaXadbl CTYMUTb B OOHY U Ty Xe
Boay). MNxanun — 310 MMNpoBM3aLMK, BapuaLum
Ha OOHY W Ty Xe Temy, ManeHbKuNe LiegeBpbI
FPY3NHCKOM KyXHM, MOKOPSOLLME BCEX, KTO UX
npobyert. Ix egaT ¢ nenewkamm n3 KyKypy3Hom
Mykn — myaabl. CovetaHne 6ecnogobHoe!

PagoM € nxanu — cCbipbl: CynryHu,
WMEPUTUMHCKWMIA, Tyda, Hape3aHHble Kpacu-
BbIMW JTOMTUKaMW, pPasfnoXeHHbIe Ha Tapesnke
Tak, YTobbI Kaxxabii 6e3 Tpyga mor BbibpaTth Mo
COBCTBEHHOMY BKYCY.

A k70 B ['py3nmn He NobuT Cbip, €Cnn OH

table set for the guests appears.

The salads from cut vegetables, sea-
soned with spicy greens, which grow in Geor-
gia all year around- limitless quantities of food,
uniting all seasons of the year. Apart from this
the table is decorated with whole vegetables:
cucumbers, tomatoes, radishes, all sparkling
with freshness and colour, with bundles of edi-
ble, wholesome and fragrant “herbs”- tarragon,
celery, parsley.

Untouched vegetables are like a still
life and at the same time a sort of reserve- just
in case. Whatever you decide, you could eat
them or enjoy looking at them! There are al-
ways the lovers of one or the other.

Small plates on the table are countless
like the stars in the sky, and on them — anything
you wish! In the first place-the variety of Pkhali
made of fried and boiled vegetables: eggplants,
spinach, green beans, beetroot, cabbages, car-
rots, in short — all sorts of vegetables. Merging
with the walnuts, that is with the walnut sauce,
(grounded nuts, mixed with spices and greens)
the vegetables transform into a culinary deli-
cacy with unique flavor. Each time you try them
the flavor is still unique. (Well, it is something
like “you cannot step in the same water twice”).
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TOXE HEMOBTOPUMBIN? KTO OTKaXkeTcs OT Hero?
(Ecnin He ecTb, TO X0T4 6bl MONPOGOBATH).

3aTteMm Ha cTone obsi3aTenbHO AOMKHa
ObiTb pblba— UOUXanu, TPy3UHCKUA Oenu-
KaTec, unu openb — XXapeHasi Unv BapeHas—
unu kKakas-Hmbyab apyras poiba, Hanpumep,
COM, 3annTbIn COYCOM KMHA3MapWu. XonoaHble
MsCHble 6noga  npeacTaBneHbl  Kydmauw,
N3Menb4eHHOM NeYEHbIO C COOTBETCTBYHOLLNMN
el npunpaBamu, OTBapHOM Kypuuen nopg
OPEXOBbIM COYyCOM — Oaxu unuM caumem,
3HAMEHUTbIM rPy-3MHCKNM NMOPOCEHKOM
co CJIMBOBbIM coycom - Tkemanu, TOXe
HEMOBTOPUMbIM (CKOSIbKO XO35€K — CTONBKO Xe
N BKYCOBOIO pasHoobpasus).

Bcé 310 yxe Ha crone  xager
3acTurHytoro Bpacnnox rocta. Crton fgo
ero npuxoga Obln 3anonHeH HeBUOAUMbIMW
KyAeCHUKaMu no pacnopsiKeHuto
Cynpbl — TpeboBaTenbHOW  XO3SIAKU U
pacnopsaguTenbHUUbl, CKpPbITOM  OT  rnas
HECMETHbIM KONMYe-CTBOM Tapesniok U notomy
HEBMAMMOM HEUCKYLLEHHOMY B3rnsay.

Ha aToM BHellHee CxOACTBO CO CKaTepTbio-
camobpaHKoWM KOHYaeTcs.

[oe xo3auMH — Tamaga, TaM XOo3sKKa
— Cynpa. ¥ Cynpbl HET U HEe MOXET ObITb
cornepHuL, NoO3TOMy X035Ka JoMa 3a CTONOM
He CMOMT, OHa TOMbKO M3pegka nosiBNsgeTcs,
N TYT Xe ucyesaeT, 4Tobbl HecnpekocrnoBHO
BbINOSMHATL NOBENeHne BcesHa-towen Cynpobl.
Cton  HauymHaeTr  pabotatb. [lpuHocaT
ropsuve xadanypu, nenewku ¢ cbipoM. OHu
MOKOPSAIOT BCEX, KTO NX NPOBYET, Ha BCHO XM3Hb
(mo cobctBEHHOMY oONbITY 3Haw). MoxHo
cKasaTb, YTO C WX MOSsIBNIEHMEM Ha4MHaAeTCs
Marns rpy3vHCKOro crtora, MposiBlieHne ero
MoryLlecTBa 1 crnaboctu (B cMbicne — TpyaHO
yctosATb). OgHum criosoM, Cynpa HaunHaetcs!

MpuHocATCcS pasHoobpasHble £CTBa,
YHOCATCA TOMbKO MyCTble Tapenku, U onsatb
HEeCyT N HeCyT.

N TaKk CTaHOBUTCA WHTEPECHO, 4TO
MOTyT BO3HUKHYTb He3aTennvBble, NpasaHble,
N, BO3MOXHO, AaXe HeyMeCTHble BONpoChl. A
yero e Ha ctorne HeT? Heyxenu Bcé?!

YT0 Xe eLle MOXHO NPUHECTU, HUYEro
He ybupasi co ctona? Heyxenm aTo BCero nuilib
NOBKOCTb PYK HaKpblBaKOLMX CTOMN KY4ECHUKOB
N OOHOBPEMEHHO TenoxpaHutenen Cynpbl?

lMoyemy e Ha cTOne He [OIMKHO
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Pkhali means improvising, variations on the
theme, little masterpieces of Georgian cui-
sine, conquering everyone who ever gets to try
them. You eat them with cornbread- Mchadi.
The combination is unbelievable.

Next to the Pkhaili there are cheeses:
Sulguni, Imeretian, Guda, cut into pretty little
pieces, placed on a plate in such way that any-
one can pick the piece they prefer.

Who in Georgia does not like cheese?
Who will say no to it? (If not eat it, at least try
it).

Then there should be fish on the table:
Tsotskhali, Georgian delicacy, or trout, grilled
or boiled-or any other fish, for example catfish,
in Kindzmari sauce. Cold meat dishes are
represented by Kuchmachi, minced liver with
specific spices, boiled chicken with the walnut
sauce- Baji or Satsivi, famous Georgian piglet
with the plum sauce -Tkemali, also unique in
its own way (different flavor with each house-
wife).

Allthis is expecting the perplexed guest.
The table was filled by invisible magicians ac-
cording to the orders of Supra — demanding
hostess, hidden from the eyes by uncountable
number of plates and thus invisible to the inex-
perienced eye.

Here ends the resemblance with the
magic tablecloth.

If the host is Tamada - the hostess is
the Supra. Supra does not have and cannot
have any competition, this is why the hostess
of the home does not sit at the table, she ap-
pears only rarely and immediately disappears
in order to fulfill the command of the omniscient
Supra.

The table starts to work. The hot
Khachapuri is brought in, cheese baked in the
dough. It conquers anyone who tries it, for the
rest of their life (I know it from personal expe-
rience). You could say that by their appear-
ance the magic of the Georgian table begins,
its strengths and weaknesses are revealed
(meaning — hard to resist). In short the Supra
begins!

The different dishes are brought in,
only empty plates are taken away, they keep
bringing more and more.

And it gets so interesting that some-
times innocent, idle and maybe inappropriate
questions arise. What is missing from the ta-
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ObITb NpoceBeToB? Heyxenn 4Tobbl CKPbITb C
rnas ckaTepTb-MOBENUTENbHULY, caenatb ee
HEBUOUMOWN U HEYS3BUMOMN?

Wnn npocTo, No->XKUTENCKK, HE YHOCAT,
4YTOObI HMKTO HE MoXkanen, YTo He ycrern Yero-
HMOYyab monpoboBaTtb, pacnpoboBaTb U3 TOro,
YTO CTOUT Ha cTone? lycTble Tapenkn TyT e
CHOBa HamMosHATCs, YTOObI M3obunme Gbino
SABHbIM 1 04eBUAHbIM? YTOObLI BCE OCTaBanocb
HETPOHYTBIM ANsi MNpMX04a HOBbIX [OCTEWN,
MOTOMY YTO HY>KHO CO34aTb MOSTHYHO UNITHO3UIO,
YTO WMMEHHO WX W Xaanu? Begb Kaxabin
rocTb — 3TO MPOAOIKEHWE Mpa3gHMKa, €ero
HeNpepbIBHOCTb.

A, MOXeT ObITb, CTONN 3anOSTHUMAN, YTOObI
OCTaHOBUTb BpeMs, YTOObl HUKTO HUKyOa He
B3dymMarn TOpPOMUTLCA M MOMbITancsa MpoXuTb
OTMyLLEHHOe eMy 3a CTONOM BpeMS B OpYroMm
N3MEPEHNN?

MHoOro BONnpocoB MOXET BO3HUKHYTb Y
rocTa usganeka, a TeM BPEMEHEM KyAECHUKMN
HAYMHAOT MPUHOCUTb «TOPSYEE»: MSCHbIE
COYCbl, 3aXapeHyl B [OyXOBKE MWHAIOLIKY C
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ble? Is that all ?!

What else can be brought in without tak-
ing anything out? Is it just a trick of the magi-
cians hand setting up the Supra, who are her
guardians?

Why shouldn’t there be clear spaces? Is
it to conceal the tablecloth-the master, make it
invisible and invincible?

Or is it because they simply don’t want
anybody to regret that they did not have time to
try something else that was on the table? Empty
plates are filled immediately, is it because the
abundance should be clear and obvious? To
leave them untouched for the guests to create
the illusion that these guests were the ones who
we expected? Every new guest is a continua-
tion of the festivity.

But maybe they filled the table in order
to stop time, so that no one would hurry, and
everyone would have an opportunity to live the
time at the table in a different dimension?

Lots of questions could come to the far away
guest’s mind, while the magicians start bringing
the “hot” dishes: meat sauce, turkey grilled in
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anBou, 3aTeM OTBapHYH FOBSAMHY, Xalunamy,
NOCbINAHHYIO  3ereHbl  METPYLUKU, UMK
OTBaPEHHYIO LENMKOM flonaTky — 6e4n, notTom
LaLnbIK, XMHKanu, satem pykTbl, CNagocTu.
Yp!

CKOMbKO MOXHO cbecTb? MoxHo nn
BCé cbecCTb? HyXHO nu BCé cbeadatb?

3710 BOMpPOCHI paunoHarsbHbIe.
py3uHcKkMI cTon — rpyanHckas Cynpa -Takumm
BONpOCamMun He 3a4aeTcs. Y Hee CBOW 3aKOHbI,
npasuna urpbl, 1 CBOM UHTEPECHI.

the oven with quince, then boiled beef, Khash-
lama, with greens sprinkled on the top, or the
whole boiled shoulder peace- Bechi, than grilled
meat-Shashlik, Khinkali, then fruits, sweets...
Gosh!

How much can one eat? Is one allowed
to eat all? Is it a must to eat it all?

These are rational questions. Georgian
table-Georgian Supra- does not ask such ques-
tions. She has her own laws, rules of the game
and her own interest.

MNpasgHuk — 310 cBdatoe! Ega m nutbe —
HEOTbEMNEMbIE COCTaBMAKLLINE NPa3OHMKA,
NoSTOMY U efbl, U NMUTbA JOMKHO BbITb MHOTO,
yTOObI XBATUI10 HA BCEX U BCEM.

Y10 3Haumt Ha Bcex? Ckombko ux?
MoryT ObITb COTHM MPUIMALLEHHbIX, ECIIN 3TO
cBagbba, unM nomMuHkM. Ho KTo cumTaet?
Bam HUKTO He cKa)keT TOYHO ckomnbko! OTo He
NPUHATO, N GecnonesHo cnpalunBaTh, BCEX HE
cocuynTaellb!
Ha npasgHuk npurnaweHsl BCE.

Festivity- it's sacred! Food and drink-
inseparable parts o the festivity, this is why
there should be plenty of food and drink, so that
everyone can enjoy them.

What does “everyone” mean? How
many of them are they? There can be hundreds
of invitees, if it is a wedding or a funeral. But
who counts? No one can tell you how many ex-
actly! This is not appropriate, there is no point
asking, who can count them all!

Everyone is invited to the festivity.
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magine our excitement, when on the fifth day at

dawn we saw an unknown coast. Luckily the waves

drew us towards the shore. We lay there for a long

time, exhausted; we could not even stand on our

feet. Our bodies were bruised and covered in sores
from the salty water. Our feet were swollen. We had
to crawl to find some food for ourselves; we ate crabs
and sea grass to somehow fill our stomachs. A couple of
steps away from us we saw a thick tropical forest, which
was full of thorny bushes and lianas. Strange noises
were coming from the forest and the monkeys were
jumping up and down on the trees. | usually despised
the mocking gestures and movements of the monkeys,
but now | was happy to see them. These were the first
living creatures that we had seen in a very long time
and they were a welcome escape from the waves. We
watched them carefully to see what they ate, or if they
would drop any fruits, which were plentyfull in the palm
trees above us. The coconut palms seemed within our
reach and their dark green nuts looked so appetising,
but none of us had the strength to climb the tall, smooth
trunk of these trees and collect the nuts.

FAMILY ARCHIVE
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Out of the blue we heard human voices. We
jumped to our feet, turned around and saw three dark
brown naked men in a long black boat approaching us.
They spotted our white canoe from a distance and ap-
peared to be quite frightened. They thought it must be a
Sultan’s boat, because only a Sultan travelled in a white
boat (we later learned about this). As soon as they saw
us they retreated, even though we were desperately
gesturing to them to come over to us. When they even-
tually realised that we were just helpless, unwell people,
who could not harm them, they approached, allowed us
to board their boat and took us with them. As we sailed
closer to their island we beheld a beautiful view. Infront
of us were small islands covered with coconut trees and
among them one could see light coloured, almost white,
Malayan huts on tall stilts —this was their village.

Naked men and women greeted us, observing
us with curiosity. They brought us to their homes, gave
us water and some sort of mint extract. Then they gave
us some raw rice and fat. Women helped us to cover
our bodies with grease to treat our sores, which were
then bandaged. They gave us food and drink, but not
too much since it was dangerous on an empty stomach.
They gave us plain boiled rice. On the next morning they

dmazgbomo oym yiopbzo Jmjmbol 3sepmdgdoo
> 3500 dmiol 8396meos domom bodobygdby
39300g5t70 630, Mmool ;mg;mtio jmbgdo
3smogmgd0Ls. gb Bsmmo Lmmaggmo oym s R396
9630-360m slgon LenoggemL dozsgjoom.

393m339370696 30d3gmmo 3535553700
> Jogmgdo. (36mMdoLdmyzstigmdoo  33sm3e-
M09i70696. 3033043569L Lobmydcnsb, gsdmo-
Hd09L Bysmmo s 30460l ALgs3zLo MrsmsE boygbo.
39380098 3mM33333L FMES™MI6o 30 d0bgo s
Jmbo. Joemgdds 3300yl Hebo 3bodom, By-
M g00 3mg308937L, 3353byL smsdm oo 3g3-
30b309UL. 335U39U, 3354539L, 01m33s 330y ydby
093600 Loddgmo dmgzstroogl. dmg3aglt dm-
bstidymo d6n0byo, R39690630 a3zl 3Lgs3Lo,
353350 39195350530, gddmngboolsl Boz3z0y3969L
Ubgs Lmaggmdo o sLg 33045igL ossbemmg-
000 S0 M) 6537000m im0 ybdyMmocosbd
dgmbigg, 9dxdb30  Sedosbl,  m3dgmog
093313535530 M 0, IS Jcmogtiomds
8o 9guhgool gboo 33jmbros. Y3gemash
33009 Md676 3YmdomS.

took us to another village and over the next 10 days we
visited one village after another. The villagers were look-
ing for someone who might be able to talk to us in our
own tongue as so far we had only managed to commu-
nicate through hand gestures. We were received very
warmly everywhere we went.

Malayan villages are built in coconut tree for-
ests. The huts are nicely woven from willows and are
see-through like baskets, so the wind passes through
the walls easily. The kitchenware is made out of co-
conut shells. They use very beautiful, mostly colourful
rice mats as beds but sometimes they use woven plant
mats.

The Malayans are Muslim, but they are mo-
nogamists. They fish, grow rice and sugar cane and
take care of Sago trees (the Sago tree looks very much
like a coconut palm, but it does not produce any fruit).
All of the inhabitants are naked; they only wear short
skirts. It needs to be mentioned that all women, even the
elderly ones are in good physical condition and it would
be excellent if European women would care about the
damage they inflict upon their own figures with corsetes
and narrow clothing.

After almost two weeks visiting the Malayans,
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they brought us to the island of “Linga” to meet one Brit-
ish trader who had apparently lived here for a long time.
He greeted us very warmly and gave us some clothes.
He gave some underwear to one of us and some out-
erwear to another. We were of course very happy. We
spoke to him and finally found out our own whereabouts.
It gave us the hope that we would return home. This Brit-
ish gentleman was very happy with his life here. He had
some plantations and was also a trader. He took us to a
Malayan Sultan of Linga.

The Sultan welcomed us very warmly, treated
us with cigars and excellent tea and invited us to his
lux-urious palace. Here one could find European lamps,
sculptures, paintings, different Japanese items made of
shells of various forms however it was all stacked in no
particular order. The following day he took us on his sail-
ing boat to another island “Rio” to visit his brother, also
a Sultan. This sultan was dressed in the European man-
ner. He also gave us an extremely friendly welcome. He
presented us each with 10 Mexican dollars and sent us
to the Dutch Viceroy of the Malayan islands. Ths was
the first time that we had eaten baked bread. One had
a sense of “civilization” about everything. Small ships
were sailing to Singapore daily from here and we took
one of them. All the time we had stayed with the Malay-
ans we had received nothing but warmth and politeness.
It was very hard to part with this hospitable tribe.

With the money we had been given by the Sul-
tan of the island of Rio, we bought clothes and some
necessary effects in Singapore. Here we learned that
our crew had not waited for us and after 8 days they
had arrived safely to Singapore. Some of the crew had
joined the ship while others simply wandered away. So
by the time we arrived there, we could not find any of
them.

| reported to the American and then Russian
Consulates and expressed our wish to return home.
Both Councils gave me a document proving that the
ship, all my documents and belongings were lost. At
that time the military ship “Dimitri Donskoi” was berthing
there, getting ready for its trip to Algiers, so | arrived in
Port-Side on it.

In Port-Side | visited the Russian Council of to
verify the documents provided to me in Singapore. Then
| joined the ship “Likhachev”, which belonged to the
Russian Society of Seafarers and Sea Traders, which
was also heading to Odessa. This was the first Russian
city after four years of wanderings abroad. Imagine my
excitement when | saw a familiar land, after | nearly lost
any hope of ever returning home. Then | am standing in a
long line waiting impatiently to get off the ship. Suddenly
a gendarme comes up to me and asks for my passport.
| innocently reply that | don’t have a passport, as the
Captain has the certificate describing the shipwreck that
I had to go through, which was issued in Singapore.

The gendarme sent me to the chief of the city,
who was at the same time head of the sea rescue com-
mittee. | sat in a waiting room for five hours, without
seeing anyone, until the gendarme came back with all
my documents. He sent me to the chief of police under
the escort of a policeman presumably to be interrogated
and then released, but | did not meet the chief of police

BEm Ho6LSEBMom 003949096 agmtrdgdL.

35mS)MIOMNS6 ymazbols 3gmEsg y30650l
dMMU 6533043569L §16dym L obgs - ©g ym
0bgmolgmm  3o%simsb, Mm3ymog  omdy
0000 bsbos 57 3bmzEimMdL. 356 domosh gymon-
domoe  90g30m™,  Bog3dvEzdy M3 3jmbros.
96300 B396005356L 3olzs cmgantigymmo, 3ymEigl
Ho6LSE3gMmo. s 0§35 Pbs gogobstigon. ge3g-
Lsgdtigon s dmmmL s dmmmU 3330370,
Lo 30y5300. LS3BMdM™AB0 SdMY69d0L 037-
0 R5g37Lsbs. gL 0bgMmoLymo 333760363500 oym
dmBymdomo. 3JMbos 3Msbis(30700, 38%Ermds.
356 Bog30y396s 4163y m0obgsl dsmmsgem Lym-
NS6Mb.

356 5L 065 Fog30m™m, LogstIgd0m
3533005U306dms,  [©v335M7306s 3837609650
R0, 393304356 LsLsbmgdo Lsosy 03trdom-
dmMS 0370396900Ly76 Fotigyommgds. 8] oym
9363 mM3ymo Ms33900, J56osy7d700, Lytismgdo,
Lbgsoslbzsbontio 60gsfigdolzsb sdbsgdy-
MO 053MbB30 60301900, MEMMB ym3jmo3] L
069U 0gME0 0y (Eob3e390mo. 33mE] ML
356 05300 05MJb0s60 dotyslom Bogzoyzsbs
5639 Hom - 3e30L dIsLmSB, SzIg;M3)
U966, gU Lymmosbo g3Erm3yms oym

Ro337mo. 35653 gymmondoms 30330M™. Y3)-

either. They brought me to the chief of the “prisoners
table”, who ironically offered me an “apartment” which
| was taken to. | followed them eagerly because | could
not imagine what kind of “apartment” they meant and
had a dreadfull surprise when | found myself in the po-
lice station locked up with six other homeless street beg-
gars.

One can imagine how angry | was. | demanded
to be interviewed, but instead | was made to wander the
streets together with an escort from 8 am till 2 pm who
yelled at me and did not even allow me to smoke. No-
body even asked me who | was and where | came from.
When | demanded to be brought to the chief of police |
was answered rudely: “We grew old without seeing the
chief and now you want to meet him just like this?” In
the evening they brought me to the head of the “prison-
ers’ table” in the Boulevard, who interrogated me in the
presence of a district police supervisor. The supervisor
asked me why my documents, which arrived in the after-
noon, were not delivered to the chief of police. The head
of “Table” could not reaply. The next day they brought
me to the head of “prisoners’ desk” asked me what | was
planning to do. When | told him that | wanted to go back
to my motherland, he asked me surprised: “Do you have
money?” | answered: “Everybody knows that | have lost
everything and | must count on the generosity of any
captain who would take a sailor free of charge to Batumi
port.”

The following day the head of the desk offered
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to go to town with me under escort, to look for a cap-tain
that | might know in person who might take me on his
ship. He told me as if he was doing me a great favour!
| did indeed find a ship that was sailing that same night
and which would take me to Batumi. But then again the
head of the desk demanded | waited for an hour and
promised then he would let me go. After an hour he an-
nounced that the Chief of Police hadn’t let me go and
that he had decided to send me by “Etap”. When | asked
what “Etap” meant, he cynically replied: “You will be sent
to the village prisons where you’ll spend two weeks or
so, then you will be taken to another place for two or
three weeks more and so on.” | was surprised as for
such a long time they had misled me and now they had
made such an awful decision. | asked them to send a
telegram to my father, but the head of the desk refused. |
asked again to let me go to Batumi, even with an escort,
and that my father would cover all the expenses, but the
answer was again no. They took me to the town prison
as part of a convoy where | was supposed to wait for
the prisoners from“Etap”. You can imagine what kind of
a state | was in. | was like a caged animal, suffocated
with anger, without even enough money to send a tele-
gram home. | created a small riot to attract attention and
quickly achieved my goal.

The supervisor suggested that | should appeal
to the head of the prison who was quite a kind man. |
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explained my predicament to him. He suggested that |
wrote to the chief of the city, describe all my misfortunes
to him and ask him not to send me by “Etap” which |
duly did. The next day my old school friend appeared
and bailed me out with the help of the head of the city.
The ship, on which my friend worked as an assistant to
the navigator, was leaving for Poti in two days. | had to
spend two nights somewhere. My friend took it upon
himself to help me find accommodation, but | had to
present proof of residencey. | had to return to the notori-
ous Boulevard district, but this time the head of the desk
told me that | did not need such a certificate, because
the documents issued by the Council were enough. This
time | laughed irritably: “If these documents were good
enough before and according to them | could stay in
Odessa, why did | have to go through this terrible ordeal
and stay in prison for four days?” When | finally got out,
following my friend’s advice, | contacted a greatly re-
spected old admiral G.Jhidkov. He received me, listened
carefully, treated me kindly like a father would do and
gave me a free ticket home. So my troubles were finally
over.

| was longing to return to Georgia but instead |
was treated brutally. The savage’s treatment of me was
far kinder, curing my sores and taking my personal suf-
ferings to heart. However, as soon as | stepped on to
my motherland | was confronted with rudeness instead
of the kindeness | had hoped for and felt | deserved.

Prince Alexander Chavchavadze
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The Chavchavadze family house in Kojori
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As they say in 1900-ies Alexander Chavchavadze served as an inspector of river
services on the River Volga. At this time apparently he sailed together with The-
odor Chaliapin on “Zarnitsa” and have taken a photo with him on a deck.
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