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Y & invatisen ikousi¥jontdn (ISHR) kenss
Assosisted with the internations! Socisty for Humen Rights

Allean K.

weLemki 24/ 7, 1989

Mr. M.S. Gorbachev
President of the USSR
Moscow, 1

Your Excellency

The Helsinki Group of Finland hae with
developmient of the national and human rights movements in the UESE.

The Helsinki Finali Act of 1975 and subsequent agreements, the latest one
in Vienna, give guarsntees to individuale and peoples against violenes by
the regimes towards pe-nle expressing their ‘political or religious opinions,
beliefs and preferences nonviclently,

The culprits of the megsacre in Thilist, Georgia, of innocent demonstrators

in April 9, 1989, have not been brought to facs the justice because of their
crimee. The Ukrainion Catholic Church suffers continuelly of religious
persecution. We are giving full credit to you, Mr, President, and te your
adminigtration for your powerful struggle towards the rule of law in the USSR,
but we see derl forces of Communist conservatism and of Russian chauvinism,
against which already Lenin uttered hie warning, in work trying to topple
your reforma’ with their sabotage. .

The so-calied internationalist movements in the Baltic republics of Estonis,
Latvia and Lithuania use provocative methods agsinst the majority of the
populations, ethric Estonians and Balts, and in various Asian republics ethnie
groups have been incited into viclence against esch other by officisls showing
the way to murdercus mobs. Most recently, according to the informstions we
have gatherpd from cur sister organization in Gecrgia, the ethnic Abchasians
are being used as marionettes in a strategem directed against the azpirations
of the overwhelming majority of the Georgian people. ; :

Following the plea of the Helsinki Group of Georgis, we appeal to you, Mr.
President, that you bring to justics the inatlg ¢ of the re in Thilisi
and of the fightings in Abchagia. If things like the tragedies in Sumgait,
Nagorno-Karabakhk, Ferghana, Thilisi and Abchasia are continuing in the USSR,
it meamns that the trustwerthiness of yous govarnment 2e a guarantor of the
Helsinki and Vi€sina Agresments will be esripusly affected, to the detriment

of the peoples in the USSK and thé paacaful development of the world in
general, . yes -

rave concern followed the recent

With the utmoat raspect

’:‘?‘.E X1 GROUF OF FINLAND
‘Heimo Rantala, Chairman
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