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Tariel Putkaradze, Iasha Tandilava, Mikheil Labadze
Linguistic-ethnic Identity Issues of Lazeti Georgian Inhabitants

Lazians /Chanians/ is one of the oldest Georgian communities playing the
leading role in the Georgian history science the ancient times. Despite the fact
that at present the majority of Lazians live beyond the Georgian borders, they
represent an inseparable part of our country with their speech, history and
culture.

Large part of Lazeti belonged to Georgian church: when the Georgian
church was granted autocephaly, the Khupati Castle (present day Ofi, in the
east of Rize) and the whole ‘coast of Klarjeti’ was under the rule of the king
Vakhtang Gorgasali.

Nowadays, a part of historical Chaneti (Lazeti) is situated within the
Georgian territory /Khelvachauri region/ and Artvini regions belong to the
Republic of Turkey including Hopa, Borcka and Arhavi ils (provinces). Also,
some Rize provinces: Findikli, Ardesen, Pazar and Camlihemsin ils. The
majority of Chanian toponyms and micro-toponyms are Georgian. However,
unlike Georgian maps, Georgian toponyms are totally vanished from the
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official Turkish maps. The majority of Lazeti indigenous Georgian inhabitants
possess Lazian dialects apart from their state language. These dialects are:
Khopian (Khopian-Chkhalian), Vitsur-Arkabian and Atinian-Artashenian.

There can be named five major groups of Lazians according to their ethno-
cultural identity:

1. People who regard themselves as inseparable part of Georgian ethnicity
despite their education and lack of information. These are the citizens of
Georgia, inhabitants of the following villages: Sarpi, Kvariati, Gonio, Makho,
Charnali. Simoneti and the inhabitants of Turkey who have appropriate
information (the number of such thinkers among Lazians who are citizens of
Turkey is quite few).

2. People who regard Lazian nationality as separate and different from
Georgian nationality. They think that their native language is Lazian. They
believe that Lazians and Georgians are kindred nations like, for instance,
Russians and Ukrainians or Bulgarians and Serbians, etc.’

3. People who regard Lazian as independent from Georgian ethnicity. They
think that their native language is Lazian but Lazians and Georgians are not
kindred nations; Only Megrelians are kindred with Lazians. Thus, they are at
equal distance from Turks as well as from Georgians (with exception of
Megrelians). This is the viewpoint of radically disposed Lazians including
‘Lazebura’ — an organization founded in Germany.

4. The citizens of Turkey with Lazian origins who regard themselves as a
part of Turkish nationality regardless the fact whether they know or not any
Lazian dialects. For instance: In 2004, during his visit in Vitse community, the
village of Andravati, the author of these lines witnessed how one local of
Lazeti claimed that Lazians are the descendants of the Turks coming from the
Middle Asia.

5. Assimilated groups of Lazians (the title is conditional): nowadays they
live beyond the borders of historical Lazeti (the Republic of Turkey) — in
Georgia (several villages of Tsalka region), in Greece (dispersed) and in
Ukraine (the Crimea). There can be distinguished two major groups:

a) Urums i.e. Greek-orthodox Lazian who became linguistically Turkish
and who place themselves at equal distance from Greeks, Turks and Georgians.
However, Georgian substrate in evident in their everyday lives and material
culture, Turkish speech (they live in Tsalka region and the Crimea).

b) Lazoi (‘Lazos’ in literature) —Greek-orthodox Lazians who became
Greeks (or Turks) and regard themselves as a part of Greek ethnicity. The
Georgian substrate is less evident in their culture and speech.

Recently there has been revealed more interest of Turkish Georgians in
their ethnic history and culture. At the same time, real history is viewed from a
distance by these people as they realize the interconnection of the history of
their ancestors and the Christianity —the religion they are not aware of at
present.
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The issues concerning state borders are no longer essential at present. It is
more important to raise the awareness of the society about their real history.
The accessibility to objective researches conducted in the international
scientific and informational fields will enable the societies to use their right to
know more about their own linguistic-ethnic past. Besides, the accessibility to
the objective researches will encourage the respect of all the societies towards
each other which, in our opinion, is very important for every society,
particularly for the indigenous ethnic minorities. This will create firm basis for
the survival of objective self-identification and linguistic-ethnic identity.
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dmbo(3999d%g  Lomdebo  o0doow  vbps  ogedmogbmm, bmd  Lod3mome
bgmobmgmadol  bdmb  sg3bobgomol  og@mbmdomé  bgldmdmogedo  od
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gobmbol  3bmigbdmmo  bomegbmds  15-0b  18-dog  dgboygmdeoo
(0mg3hoDzomo  2012:30).

do3 d9gbgde 03 mgombobboll, bmd Jobommo gbol dmImmobmds
oqbobbo  gmgdgbdoo Fobdmpagborm bae ¢gbedo ggé  sodmmgdeos
50 0mmdbog  dmbobmgmdol dImdmomb, oqbobmb  gboty obo
glomdhs, o  (Gorbobo o goemFeod@dgdmo  mMbos  0mJ3el, bmd
dJogmo  mo  Lomygmbggdol  gobdogmmdsedo o XIX  LowymbgBogy
sqbobo R9MEoMmydo o3l Joboggmgdoco doohbg3c0bgb. XIX
Lomgmbgdo  ogbobgomol  dmeghol  obgmoedos  Jobommoe  dmdomdl.
Jobowmmo  gbs  bmd  oggbobgdolomgol  wgben  ob oym, ool
o@ob@@(ﬂa%b ol qgoﬂ@oe, bmd 1714 %’3@[) d\@Gd\{j@ 80@@0%3
Joboggerm  IFgbombs o mgJlogmaboggl - Lmembob-Lods  mbdgmasbl
bggde ombobo Bysg, wmdgmoi Jobommeoe modsbsgmdos. obg bmd,
dobroogmos, oggbobgdl Logmomobo Lomgobm Lodgdyggmm gbs  3Jmboom,
dogbod  Jobowmo  dommgol  obo  dbmrme  sbg  Lowyymbggd o,
obodgeo  XVII  Lovmymbgdoi, dgmbyg,  gmm@mbol  gbs  oym.  olbgag
03moEs  Jobmggmgdow  oi3boBgdl  Lmmbob-Lods mbdgmosbo, GOmamby
modob  dgool  obEmbogmbo. dombgroge obommo  oggbobgdol dqJdbobe,
oqbobo  gggmeomol Lobemo |, Jobommos® o gl obge obe  dbmeme
JéolLEoobmdals 0gobobboboo, 0003900 Logborme 3@ m®ob
ogobobboboom. b, d9bdgboTgommol  Lodyzom,  LoBmombomymbggdol
oq3bobgdo N obligdmdeos RgEM&o JnEnde, Qoo
ﬂo(’om\g@obo, go(o@o ,,Bg%bob@);jombgob“ d@@@\{j&obo. od
0g0mbobboboon  b0Fobpmdmogos  omgdbodyg  Fobgedodol  Lodyzgdo: A
He abXasCKuii, a rpysMHCKUM KHA3b... (omohodgomo 2012:43).

ol@mbrool  Jobommo 39bloom, Gmdgmbos 0dm{fdgdgb, sxbobgmal
Lodgagm,  bmamby  ©odmyyjogdgmo  gbhogmmo,  Yomodpgds  /80-00b
Fmgddo ogbobgomobe o 930bob oEbgmo Lodorsgbmgdol
mboggogozoobo ©o dobobEool gobogmmdolgob a0mo30bmazemgdob
Fg9300. obEmbool Joboormmo 39¢boo Lodgegmb gobogméo
ogombobbobon  ymggmdblog  Jobormmoe  doohbgsb(mmboJoggebody
1989; mmbodogobody 1990:43; dgbodg 1988; 3o03ody 1988).

Go3 Iggbgde gbol bmmb, bmambi 3. mmbondogebody smbodbogl,
o3boBgool  Ledgmm  Jobowmmo  LobgmdfFomm  oym  0d  aobgdmgdgdol
20030mmob{fobgdom, Gmd dmbobmamdol o wWdgEglmdel  Joboggmgdo
Fgoagbebsb.  gbs,  gmmEmbo,  ©odfgbhmmds o Lobgmdfoggm
3aemo@o 4o Jobommo 0ym, 0039 dmbo(3gdgdom gobogméo
Joboomggmgdo 043696 »oi3bobgomols d99399%0° (b ndogzobody
1990:43).dobo  s%h0m, ogbobgomol Ledgmmb  gmmEmbmmo  opgbmdes
0da30b0o  dgodmgde  Redmgeysmodmo:  Jobmggmagdo  Fobdmoecoyqbobgb
dmbobemgmdols mdgEgbmdal, Lobgemd{oggmd RARELE Joboormmo
Logdolgmdmbm  Jobowmmo  modmbgoom ©s, odpgbop, Jobowmmo gbs
o(f](jo boaa%mb boba@@%’o%m (State language) 360@. Qo Bmgvmb,

0(86006307(30 ﬂo(om\@@o @o@a(’oo@@(ﬂobo o o&ﬂo@gﬂ@{j(’nob 2)33(00
%3@33(’00 ?303860 od 33(00(*)@(30.
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3 %60(’*73@8060[5 o%(*)ooo, 8073@0 ambob@{]mgo, ﬁo(’nmgg@a%obo ©o
o%bo%gaob %omg@om, ,,0%60%360@“ abmg)m@ bobgqva%’ocgmb
(@m(’omﬂocgoBodg, 1990:57) bobg@%’mgg&o@og goama@o&){oao
((ag@o(nggobmgob og@m(’nb amg'dogb 63@m(¢)~@b—@o©30b boagqgmb
aogo@omo). oao@)maog dogvabg 663@00 &ogbo%gag/om 3mbob@3m6ob
bbgo@obbgo bagaggémo 300605{3(00 0@36®m60, (*7008@3250(3 (‘8{30
bo@d@%g%ob og@m(’nmo 803(’0 (’03%0@35@360@ 5é00b Qobobg@g%{j@&)
o%bo%gmob @3(00@(0(000063. 30\@63@030@ od qgoﬂ@ob o@oo/og&obo,
m\{j(’nag d. @m(’omﬂo%o&)dg 3[);23@0)60[)0[) obg Yooy aoqmb, brnd
@3(’0306360 ,,ocgboobgmo“ ©o ,,0%50%360“ do(f)omoqm@ ,,boﬂoé)m&g@mbo“
©o ,,ﬂo(omgg@g&ob“ 0@86073363@0@ doohboo /omgm(/n(j (300
bo\gd\{jBUg&ob bojo(’omga@m(ao, obg @Gbm\{j& %’Uof’OMUB(‘SO
(eeborjogiobody 1990:46-7).

3 {360@3@3060bm30b (é)magqvbo(j U@maoBUmobogoB 33(’0 BO'O‘/Y’F’USOO
otgbo%o, (’f)mgm(’o@ bojo(mm&g@mb 3(0070 80"6(“6‘/"0%0‘@@0 dbobrols
%’o(loamao@gg%@o, og@mj@m&) ©o obgmogg ﬂoc’noo&r]@o, (omgm/og
boﬂo&mgg@mb L\bgo 3076(*)6(’00(80\3@0 360(’0336ob %’o(’namao@wB@D%o Qo
ogb-go, c’nmgmc’n(j bojo(’omga@mb @3(’00@«1(’000%3 68006 amb\@@o), ol
%oﬂ@)o, bond o%bo%gmob 33%3360 30@@33@360 033636 36«16(’0030 ©o

d‘a@@‘@&)‘o@o 860{8868@(“6007, 30&7(7)88@ ob@m(’oodmbmo QOSOBUE}‘O@O

60(300060@00680[5 obo@o @o?)ob 60630070(0360[)0 ©o 360}6(’0030
3m@0®0d0b {888@6‘“8 30333@36%3 bogoB&gBmQ abm@m%gg L\bgo
@Gbmggvo 83(3603(4)360(3 - jo&)mgg@mo @060{3360 360(3363@01306
070608@36«1636%3 oj m\{j(oag @800(03[)(060070 33b306boob bo(o;(obg
b@g%mqm ©o 1920-006 %’@36‘80 abm@(n@ ﬂoc’nm\@@o 360 oym
%)0(4)80’)@6360@0 goSom@g%ob 8073@ bob@gao(ao. @obg(’o@o@oa%o
ggodqvg&o @o%’g(’oogoam ©O  EO(3MOY™ ﬂo(’*)oo\{j@, N @@b@@
8636%3, om%’@g@@g%ob 806803@m6o(30 @80@@3[)0 6060m@360b
@03@013360 360336«1@00’) amogévmgobmog deb{j@@oGoob 60("8{83
ambdmg(‘ao. 1930-006 %’@36(30 Ba@oobo ((4)0)83@0(3 mgommg 338(03@0
0y™m o%bo%gmog)oS) o b@ogogob 380(’0(7)33@(*)250[) 33(’000}@(30 oﬂ
ﬂo(’om\{j@o 360 oym 307030(’00 ©o d@og(@o 3m°60600b 330}63 360,
bquggo 8(8«125@0\@(4) 360063 o%bo%gmbo (&)maggbog og@mgmao\@(’oo
c’ngb?ygg@odob b@o@{jbo 1931 WU@L’ 8006033@ o mbgoo(ao
(og@mBmaog@o M@ﬂo 1922 %’@0@06) @ob@(’ngb ©o oodl@@gb érnd
603\@38860600') @oavg&@mgo, &«;83@0(3 (333853[) ©o %’oc’namoggoggb
o@bo%{j(ﬂobo ©o mb@(nobooogob 1938 %’3@[}; 00 @oa%ﬂd&) jo&)m\{j@b
©o @aeo&gbmgggo, %33@@36@03, %)6860b 338{8 o@Sm%B@BUB (b. g]meo
1993:288-310).

L. meBbo érnd ob@m(’oo‘@@ 300)0(’*7360(30 go(’odgglg@o;jm,

@OU&’)@G(")&M@O, 8[);(8@(‘)2)0[) bbgo&go(@o@ %)0(4780(!’)0)08@0 Qo

adombgggbog OA’) (8808806@0 (BUGQ)(Y)SO{HO aOL) goam(jg@ggo{go
0&’)0%85’)00 600)33080 080[) {Hgbobag, c’oma o%bo%mo 860&78 &700’1@860’)608



o. @{j@odg, 30(470)‘8@0 360bo o OQSE@mBOb 8080&7m360b @obd{j(obo 229

Oom@o 8{8(")6@0‘8&70 860 L)OBOQQ)SOQ’U{BO 00360%0’70 Ua@ogggbmaog
80&)@@06 0&7 OG(")@O 06 dogvobg L\‘SL}@)O@ OG("’)@O @3@0860 (30030
2009:24).

adoago %3@&)35350 jo(’*’)mga@mo aoboaoc/oooooo 608(’00’)38‘0@0,
0&?[}86“}60[) UdoSobJBg@ Q)Qaa&bo @0 6060(*160@‘8&70 0@86@(‘06860[}
30‘)@0@060[.) (agbobgg 98&86 Q)O OB@OJO&)O’)‘O@O 806%)8@606) 60@860’70@

©o oc’n(j c’ogo@m%obmog; aog.; 1980-0060 %’@36&) 30%’\@@@@0@06
amgmggg\@@o jo(’nmgg@o GoGOMBo@ob@)a%o (333(30@636 boﬂo(ooogg@m
ﬂ(oob@oo&n%ob %m@%mb@)o@, 3(’0oob®006~@@ d\@SdU@OQ vo(/v)amgfz)o&m
o&(’ogbo‘@@ a\gb\oqao&no 06@30(30. 30(033@0 jo(ooo\{j@o o(’noqgm(naogv@c/n
Sm@oéod\@(n gog&)moo%%omo aob%@oobo Qo 3(47m30606@ob
bo%@o@g%g%o ongo%g&b Go@bobo@ oboboomg%@BgB @mgm(’n(}
a\gb@oaggb, (’nma@a?)og amb\{jf’o%&) 033636 bbgo 06(5030(00)@@
domadmob gogbhmosbgdols obemedol 3(30b69 ©bmTol 4393 (Bielaia kniga

Abkhazii  1993:15); bmm Joboomggmae dbbrocoob a0dmo Jdvmemo
ambo%(ng%a?)o Y3 30@@363@0 ©o (‘83@%)360(0363@00 30306mom30b,
605bod{jmc’0360m 40 d. @m@mjo%o%dobo, (’v)mag@oe mt@(’oag ongo%a&b
%5/08(00%36[), (’nmgm(’n@ ﬂ(’oob@ooSm%ob 6@636&703 3@(036[) @obog@gm
boﬂo(«)mga@mﬁo(@m(ﬂmﬁo%o%dg 1989; @m(oooﬂo%o&)dg 1990:50).

gb @36@36@00 ongo%a&ob bbgg&oQ 30%63301}0 goBbod\{jm@OESom
d@ogf’oo Ymgoo 3&)3%0@36@ %300@ 603[}06@(’0@00[) 380(00733@(*}60[)
39omedo (1990-2) (3. Fbobgmdobo 2000:58).

bo@%’t@bo(’om@, 08630‘/"’0 mgo@bo%éobggomo ©o raagobg&ge)om,
c’nmagqvbo(j o(’nocgg(’oo oﬂgb bog(’omm boaof’omggbmog, o@(’n8033636
@%bd&)@@b ﬂo(’nm&g@g&bo ocBboongSb Yoo, (oma(r]@mo(j
3(’00’)8063070’)06 bot@d@&ngoBo @&mog@mm&o, Bomgbo\{j(’)o
@@mog@mm%g&o ©o @@o@oeoa%o odog(ao(’n‘r]%oo ©o (’0(*138@00
2B IdToE boe srnEygl.

ggoab dg@obo, c’nmagqvoe 300605@(47«160% ©o BogomBo@o%aob 3(’007—
8(«70) (36(060@ 83)3@330(00@ 300%6330, mogob amgmgévoqgoorao %’3&)[},
bond L1989 %’3@[} 06@)3(}*730)605@(00 dm&g@oﬂ@g&o &o%o@@o
boﬂo&mgg@m@o ocgbo%g%bo ©o joc’omgo@a%b Ymédrols ©o am@@ogam%o
S(n@@ogg@ggb, @d@oo%@g&b ©o c’nmbg&b Ymébrols. o decg@oﬂ@a&ob
807030(’00 aoboboomaaggo gob@@om ol &o&)aamg%o, bond 3(’*)0)—3(47070
gmgmbob 60(300160@0%80[} oq)m(’ndoBgBoa 3301(4)3 aom&ogob 60&)@0@30@0
(’f)goj@oo goamoggoo. jo(ﬂmggqvao 60(300160@0[}@32)80 @30@@(’00
806@0@007, c’nmagqvog dom 6(*1(050%«130[) 3(*1@0@050[) %’Uo@m&)m
803@00) - goob(’*)(pogvotjm 60(30«160@\@(’*) (*73[)3\32)@060070 do@o{qu@g%o,
bg@o {83@%)333b boﬂo(’om&g@mb amBOd\{jf’oo 3(*707006«160[) oQ)gob
606300)0(’0360[) o (pood&)ggb bbgo Umgod\@(oo ;Zg\{jc&ggob %’3@0@0
boﬂo&vmgg@mb d\@@@@&obo ©o ob@mc’ooo(go. dom b\{j(’o@om ﬁo(«)m\@@o

360 bobgga%’o%m 360@ 33(30007, m%ogobob bobggva%’oqgm
@Bogg&boégéob 80[)08(506360 goa%o(’n@om o dobo ROOOO
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6086[)600’) ongoobaooob 0&7030(470)‘@@ &)860(‘)6‘(80 JMm39o39 0806 adOCBé)O
6080(’)60@0[}@)‘85’)0 &7803600 608(")0%}800 ongoobovo 86&)0@06, @maagmo
860 Qo d‘@@@‘g&?o 606[}6308@860 jo(‘om@@obgog 08630(’)0@, ﬂo(ﬂm@@o
6080(‘160@0%80b 8("’)‘@@(’0@6{)@80 0@803@0’1608 SU@Dbégﬂm(‘)dOb
38(!‘00('0@080 @0057@800 60@06[}0 ﬂo(’om&g@g&bo Qo o&)ojo(ﬂmgg@g%b

Yol (Kellas 2002:138).

Lodogogbme  Ledgiboghm  mo@gbo@mbedo  sbhogghos  bomggedo
Gdaaombol  aobmbgdol agadol Dglebgd, Gmdgmbs Gmbgomol 0d3gbos
agadosoe: 1) begol  bboeb  ombigool  oadglool  megooeb
53090l dobboo sxboBgmoob  Jobmggmadols o oxbobgdol oybol
Fqbobgd o  doo  bolobmobbg  bmligdol, wibsobgmadol, Lmdbgdol,
39bdbgdols, dmmashgmgdol, glEmbgmagdol, a9bdobgmgdol  obobradol
Fqbobgd;  Brgolb  Lobsdobmby  yobogmo  Lodbgbdm  obobemgdgdol
99J36ob  Dglobgd;  2)  oxmbobgmTo  Igbomommo bompgbmdoon
oA™M3gdmmo  Joboggmo o oxbobo  dmbobmgmdobeomgol  0dygebo
o@qmmaom®-3mmodogn®o, Lmgosemmbo o gbmdbogo  Jobmdgdol
99J3bs,  bmdgmbo  Lfboogo  Fgddeom  wmbos  dm3ymmmes  deoo
9bmgbmmo  »3003926980L  Dg3ame o Lodmmm  gobvlgds.  od
dobboor  aoblogmobgdmmo  bmmo  ggobhgdmps  Jobommo  gbol
206360l 949boogsb, a0bommgdolo o 0bEgbgmbogmbo
Mbmoghomdol  Lyggbmgdoeb, oabgosg  Joboggmms o ogboboo
ol I bmdo-ombomdmmdol  obgbagel o  Lbgebo  (ag06(3gemedy
2000:118).

9oo-gboo  gagmeby  3bgmoe  godmyamgge,  Gmdgrdoy  ghoow
Logmdomadm  dmbebdgdgdos godmmddmmo  Jobowmmo bozombogmobdol
36033bqmmgobo  4md3mbgbE ol - gbol Tgliobgd gymosbol 303096 b,
c’nm%@og dga&/ﬁogob \@6033&)[}0@3@0[) @33@0}(’00, b0@6aob bobaﬂbob
Jommggol  dymgaedo o 3mbELod3mos  J3gybgdol  y3ema3980l
dbomabodol  Fozbo  gobmmeoom.  dob dobbo  ooliobs  gbmdéog
domgdomob 0040330 gdmmo oblgdomo 3mb(393¢)9%0 3000dMY(39,
aodmgysmos  domo  obEmbommo  [oboddmabgdo o doomo  godmygbgde
Joboggmms  0gbGmdol  4mblEbmobadols s aoblbebmabobol: ,haqb
Fmdo  wbpo dmgmobmo  Jobowymo  bozombomobdol  360T3bgmmaeb
4m3d3mbgbBl o 3obggmo  bodoggdo  wmbs  aoegoascm  gbmdéogo
domgdol 0b@gadroz00b, mobodgdmgg 330939830 bo(zo0mo
hodmyomodgdol  Lojombqddo (dg dobps dommds gmoblbs 893k hgdl
Jmgasbe o Joboggml, bmdgmmsi Famomo  dgodebgl  0og00bmo
3m396@0bhgdom o3 030l Fgbolob. d9 NG dobeoo dom
39Gobmbommbop gmobhe dopmmds s Lobgmoo dmgoblgbom, dopgob
d93b0  domasbo ol gooBoobgdl, ob  ogmobbdgds  od  megdo
aodmoddmm  Imbobbgdgdl.  doo o Lbge  JoboggmgdlLei  gobms
a00030ol{obmb, bond 9L 0030 oo 9bo oboggmo
dgombggmobomgol, dmdmol 0bEgbgbgdo o IE30390mmadgdo  dogmosb
aoblbgoggds  domo,  Joboggmo  gmemgagdol  0bEgbglgdols oo
330390 gdgdolaeb®  (Law, 2000:270).
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600’)30@0[.)%)068600’7 08680&) dmaaB‘@O&?b @08‘0&70703@00)2 30&)0)30@
886600&)0)0(”80[)00 dsmaaobb Qb '33«50[)030[) 06030 Fwé)f)m
o&;babm&b, &700 QO[}OaQ’OQ’O 300503&70601)0030[).

80‘368@080@ 03@(’)5’)0[) L)‘O(!')SO@OL)O, L)é)‘@@() L)‘O&)OO)O %’o(’namoﬁogmb
08 d\{jmbom, CT)‘S A?O (’*7(*1@[) 0)080{8“16[) 860 6060@60@‘8&70
Q)Obd‘g&’)bobo @O 6080("’)60@8&)0 0@36®m60b F)oamtjogvo&aBob 3&7(‘)(}8[)(80
3mb®—bo&8mmo 33(’*70(0@‘80, og@mc’oo 0@60(3603b, brnd ,,boﬂo(’om&g@m
gaod@{]&o @oboboom@gb @mgm@@ Q&?ao@ 360}6@030 bo%mgogmg%o
&')0(3 (8886860 0’706088@(470’)88 860’16&)08 L}O@‘CJOGOOL}, bojo&)mgg@m {B(Y)é)l)
0(!')OL) 86(*16(47030 3('18(*)886‘0&7(06(’&)806 08 @3(00@«1(’000063 688&7 860%8
@o&o(ﬂodmagg bod\@m(nog 30(470')‘8@0, 606‘0@0&7‘0@0 Q)O 8mbob@3m6ob
605880&7%8 88@0[)0)80[) 30&)38@0 860, O&U&OU@—JOSJOLJO‘S&)O 8600’70
80‘368@080@ anbo, (0(03 68(’06&70%0‘8@0@ OL) Oa 8606[} (‘8(0&70[)00
m;(obg&b 8083@0’736860 068&)0‘0@-(&)850[)0‘8(0 8600’70 m;?obob ‘303(4)(*)
(‘8(")(4)8‘3@0 dog(ao&)ago 6‘@6@(080600, 80‘853@080(\‘0 anbo, @ma
(‘888(“07030%82)‘@@00 600’)8[)0("’)60[} O@DO 2)0[)5860’706 @O (8‘388&782)0')06
NBOD Bodormpond, oMy 31bgdognd Logndggmby. gl 43mgagdo
d8@08 667(;8@@860 608@860 0@080060 @030&%)(5(*12)[) 30(470’)‘0@0(\‘0 0&76
Obg 0@80@0 @0{)0@68600, 80@&78 UL) 8&70’70 (8868@806) F)Ogl) L\bSO
ﬂo@m\@@ 860%8 3(0@030(4)053@ @0003(')3[)0(!’)0’)6 1989 %’@ob OQWU&)O@
3 78 80@0(‘)60 ,,jo(omgg@oo (ambob@{]m&ob 70 3&)(")686@0)
@o%oﬂbo(ﬂaglg@o @0@%860@00 &7(08 ,,@oob@mg&om 606880&)0
80@0("}60 09080060“ ob@m 8m60m3b033 886&)‘8@ 860%8 @oSo(’nodeb“
(Country Data — Georgia; Ethnologue Database 1996:271).

C/f)\g]bgooob 0838&0()[) 808&7 bojo(’omw@mb 0683[)00[) (38@860@
ﬂo(’nm\@@ SBOL) %086068@0 &)‘Ob‘@@o, A?m%m&?(j ogaogob@)&o(joobo @0
gdggboob W%OGOO@‘O&)O 860 &@boqgodo@m&@@o 3@@0@0(50
ﬂo(’hm{j@ob aﬂb-?)OGL)OOlJ bo(’o;(obg Q)O 08&)80’788 03 GQU&OO’), (*)ma
voabo@obggogom Uago@gbm?)omo 86860 06606860[) (‘8838600')0 @O
o bgoB{j(ﬂ 3636063 (dodgodg 1959:139; Hewitt 1989:123-44). 68636(00300,
@ob(@{j@g&t@@ogm, &Ub‘a@ob, &7(’)6(")&76 80@0@0 d‘@@@‘o&’)ob 86()[)0
ﬂo@mgg@aaao {_]L), (’00(3 %ObodSO&?O 06’) O&')OL), 30&7@‘@@0 ggob
b@o@{jbob @ob\{jb@a&o@ o ﬂggggob 606@3%ob @obo%UOBOQ aoo%ogb
(1918-21), bo&Bmmo dOS(BO(!'?O)Og 808&)@8608@8, %oﬂof/om&r]@a&ob
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aodm  0ddmogbe  1970-006  {mgddo  (Solanchyk 1982:23-42; Parsons
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Inga Goutidze

DISCOUR SUR LE RQPPORT ENTRE LQ LQNGUE ET L’IDENTITE
GEORGIENNES DANS LA LITTERQTURE SCIENTIFIQUE OCCIDENTQLE

La problématique de l'identité est devenue une question capitale ces
derniers siecles. La langue a toujours été considérée comme une des
composantes essentielles de l'identité. Dans les conditions actuelles
pluridisciplinaires et linguistiques qui tendent a se politiser, les questions
portant sur le rapport entre la langue et I'identité, suscitent un grand intérét.

La présente communication porte sur le discours traitant du rapport entre
la langue et l'identité dans la littérature occidentale consacrée a l'espace
postsoviétique.

De nombreux scientifiques géorgiens ont traité cette question sous des
angles différents dans des ouvrages fondamentaux, revétant une importance
inestimable pour la nation st I’histoire de la langue. Cependant, ces derniers
temps, les recherches portant sur le rapport entre la langue et l'identité
deviennent rares. Encore plus rares sont les traductions en langues étrangeres
d’ouvrages de scientifiques géorgiens mettant en valeur la langue comme le
marqueur le plus important de lidentité géorgienne. Ces traductions
permettraient pourtant a des scientifiques étrangers de prendre connaissance
de ces ouvrages.

Dans les ouvrages des scientifiques étrangers, les événements en cours en
Géorgie, y compris les questions portant sur le rapport entre la langue et
I'identité, sont interprétés de différentes facons. L'interprétation basée sur
I'analyse des faits est touts a fait naturelle pour la science. Selon certains
scientifiques étrangers, I'importance de la langue pour la définition de
I'identité est exagérée. Souvent, dans leurs ouvrages scientifiques, il est
indiqué écrit pour le lecteur occidental. Cependant, une analyse scientifique
qui se base sur des sources fiables et un jugement argumenté devraient étre
accessibles a tous.
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Bela Shavkhelishvili, Karina Vamling

Language and Music
(Based on Tsova-Tush (Batsbi) Folklore Materials)

Tushetian (Tsova, Chagma) instrumental performances belong to
patriotic-lyric genre represented by tunes and songs — sketches about love
of homeland, grievous situations (natural disasters, difficulties of life typical
for inhabitants of the mountains and their occupation (sheep-breeding),
love and devotion to each other, betrayal and perfidy, brotherhood,
friendship, etc.). The article presents major Tsova-Tush (Batsbi) musical
folklore samples and their detailed description not only according to genre,
but also their linguoculturological characteristics.
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Memorandum

Every nation, ethnos or ethnic group has the right to have exhaustive infor-
mation on its own linguistic, ethnic, state and cultural history. Objective human-
itarian science creates a firm foundation for peace between peoples and states,
whereas ,science”, deformed by political purposes, creates a war ideology. It is
fact that biased scientific provisions of different directions greatly harmed all
big and small nations of the world, including the Caucasian peoples. Humani-
tarian science should be oriented towards peace and not towards provoking
confrontation.

A great empire has impressive resources for planning and managing accord-
ing to its own interests science on the conquered small nations. Unfortunately,
Kartvelology could not have escaped such impacts either.

Like other disciplines, Kartvelology has developed intensively during the
last two centuries. Over that period Georgia was mostly annexed by the Russian
Empire; respectively, two radically different approaches towards planning and
development of Kartvelology have clearly taken shape:

1. Quasi-Kartvelology oriented towards the geopolitical interests of the

empire;
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2. Scholarly Kartvelology oriented towards the vital interests of the
Georgian nation.

At present it is especially urgent for Kartvelology to offer critical analysis of
the historical-geographical ideologemes, false ethnic qualifications and pseudo-
scholarly linguistic maps, created by the Russian empire. It is also necessary to
liberate linguistics, historiography, ethnology and other neighbouring branches
from ideologized provisions by means of implementation of joint research with
Abkhazian, Ossetian and other scholars.

After the collapse of the Soviet empire, new opportunities emerged for the
peoples of the Caucasus. Scholars should create a firm foundation in order that
the nations and ethnoses of the Caucasian-Western Asian region perceive ob-
jectively their linguistic-ethnic identity and see each other better. The inter-
national Kartvelological scholarly conference, held on November 25-26, 2011,
took a modest step in this direction.

Scholarly Kartvelology should turn into an interesting arena of researchers
of various countries. Especially Kartvelologists/Caucasologists working in the
states of the Caucasian region - Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkey, Rus-
sia/North Caucasus as well as Iran - by organization of joint research and
scholarly forums, are able to activate linguistic, ethnic and culturological stud-
ies in the direction of Georgian- North Caucasian, Georgian-Armenian, Geor-
gian-Turkish, Georgian-Azerbaijanian and Georgian-lranian historical relation-
ship. Exactly implementation of joint scholarly projects will facilitate peace

and mutual respect between communities living in the Caucasus.
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