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M. Gabunia S. Panchulidze

ACHEULEAN STATION OF AMKHERIS-
GORA
(Summary)

The site is situated on the territory of the
historical province of Samtskhe, 1km north-
westward of the village of Amkheri, Adigeni
district, on the northern slope of Erusheti
mountains consisting of the Upper Meocene-
Lower Pleistocene sediments — volcanic andesite-
dacites and pyroclastolithes [20, 1971, p. 5-554].

The site of Amkherisgora was discovered by
the archaeologist O. Ghambashidze in 1987 [15,
1995, p. 54]. The Director of the Historical-Ethno-
graphic Museum of Samtskhe Ts. Lapachi, O.
Ghambashidze and 1. Ghambashidze have
contributed to the creation of the collection of
artifacts obtained from Amkherisgora. It is a
multilayered site: fragments of Kura-Araxes
pottery, remains of the Late Bronze Age, along
with relics of the Middle Ages have been brought
to light [16, 1997, p. 47].

49 hand-made andesite-basalt articles were
collected on the slopes and foothills of
Amkherisgora.

The station reveals typological uniformity. Its
main characteristics are as follows: plenitude of
chopping and sharp-hack tools (26.5 %) made on
natural cores and massive flakes. Nuclei are often
turned into chopping tools through secondary
processing. A large part of the worked flakes must
have been used as choppers and scrapers.

Scrapers constitute 16.3% of the collection.
Only two items of double tools — a double scraper
and double chopper are found.

The same amount of nuclei (16.3 %) are
principally made on natural cores and massive
flakes. Unifacial triangular, unifacial disk-shaped
and single-plane oval nuclei should be noted.

The rest of the complex is represented by
flakes of average and large size, fragments and
massive cores.

Secondary treatment is dominated by broad
faceted gradual retouch at the two sides of the
tools, while treatment of a tool only at one side
occurs rarely. Judging by its typological-technical
characteristics, Amkherisgora seems to be more
primitive than the Middle and Lower Acheulean
sites of the southern Georgian plateau — Diliska,
Akhalkalaki 1-IV and Amiranisgora (Upper
Acheulean period).

The above features and general archaic
appearance of Amkherisgora allow the authors to
suggest a preliminary and approximate attribution

8

— Upper Acheulean period (end of the Lower
Pleistocene and beginning of the Middle
Pleistocene), though it not ruled out that the cited
characteristics may not account for the
chronological divergence within the Acheulean
period, but for its regional peculiarity.
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Description of the plates and figure

Fig. 1. Map showing the spread of the proto-
Acheulian and Acheulian sites on the territory of
the southern Georgian volcanic plateau.

PI. I — 1. Unifacial triangular nucleus; 2. Disk-
shaped nucleus; 3. Single-plane oval nucleus; 4.
Double chopper with convex-concave and convex
working parts, made by transverse flaking.

Pl. Il — 1. Chopping tool made of a
guadrangular massive flake; 2. Chopping tool
made of a thick flake by bifacial technique; 3.
Chopping tool made of a thin flake; 4. Double
scraper with straight working edges made of
tetrahedral fragment.
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L. Korkia

THE USE OF MINERAL DYES BY
PALAEOLITHIC MAN IN HIS DAILY
ACTIVITIES (ACCORDING TO APIANCHA
FINDS)

(Summary)

Apiancha is situated in the basin of the river
Kodori, in the vicinity of the village of Tsebelda.
9 lithological horizons comprising 5 cultural and 2
sterile layers can be identified in the cave.

All the cultural layers reveal pieces or powder
of red ochre. A stone curved bowl with a hollow
preserving ochre powder was found in the final
layer dated to the Upper Palaeolithic period (the
fourth and fifth horizons). In the Middle
Palaeolithic layer a device was found designed for
grinding dyes - it represented a part of bear bone
with its natural hollow suiting neatly the purpose
of rubbing.

A stone (shale) article of rectangular shape
with 6 and 9 perpendicular incisions (slits) on
each of its longitudinal sides is of special interest.
The item was painted with ochre. It is to be noted
that this find is unique on the territory of Georgia.

Ochre mixed with grease was apparently used
for dying certain articles and besides, for making
tattooes during totemistic rites or religious
performances of the cited age, etc.
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G. Chikovani

SITE OF EARLY HUSBANDRY
CULTURE DISCOVRED IN THE
VILLAGE OF NICHBISI
(Summary)

The site is located on a high terrace of the right
bank of the river Mtkvari, northward of the village
of Nichbisi (Mtskheta district). It was brought to
light during excavations of the Late Bronze Age
burials. A 0.70 m. thick cultural layer was disco-
vered during the excavations carried out in 1988,
covering an area of some 70 m2. No constructional
remains were attested, though an elongated hearth
(1-0.70 m) was found.

Tools shaped on stone, antler, bone, obsidian
and flint lamellae, fragments of pottery were
discovered at different levels of the cultural layer.
“Imported” whitish-pink drinking cups are worth
noting among the fragments of pottery. The bulk
of clayware is lacking any decoration, though the
stamped-mouthed and shaft fragments characte-
ristic of the so-called “Tsopi-Ginchi” culture sites
are attested. Stone industry artifacts are mainly
worked on average-sized and small flakes. The
site is datable to the second quarter of the 4"
millennium B.C.
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Description of the Plates

Pl. I. — fragments of pottery from the
Nichbisi site of early husbandry culture.

PI. Il. — 1. chisel-like tools made of bluish
stone. 2, 3, 4. bone and antler tools.

PI. I11. — 4. tool made of whitish-pink flint.
1-3, 5-20. tools made of obsidian

Pl. IV. — 1-20. obsidian tools, 21. conic
flake made of obsidian.
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L. Nebieridze

SITE OF EARLY HUSBANDRY CULTURE
IN OKRIBA
(Summary)

The paper is actually a publication of the
archaeological material obtained from the site of
early husbandry (Aeneolith) culture in Western
Georgia. The site was discovered in the village of
Akhalsopeli (Tqibuli district). At present the
territory is under a water storage reservoir. The
stratigraphy is damaged, artifacts collected on the
surface are stored in the museum of local lore,
history and economy of Tqibuli. Archaeological
material is mainly represented by flint and stone
tools, pottery is so fragmented that it seems
impossible to reconstruct the shape and design of
the vessels. The closest analogies of the above
settlement are Tetramitsa (Kutaisi), Sagvarjile and
Chikhori (Terjola district).

@06'3@3301}0 ©s li'aﬁ)émoli égﬁ'aﬁmgmmaé

L. R sbselmggemal  bsdmbsbmastmals
Bbogynsion®o 393ds.

oo, I — sbsembogmol 6s3mbsbmadol 3og00
6sdgmalidocigdo.

&oo. II — 3qdalidomgdo.
&od. III = 3ndol3omgdo @s olGaldomgdo.
Bod. IV — 3590 Bsbogms s IGn38em-
SOBgamo 3obz@gdome Jzgde.
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&od. V — 1, 4. 430b (39emgd0; 2-3. ghmgdo.
$3od. VI — J30b Log)gb-bsmmgmgdo.

&od. VII — 1, 3. 3m9emgd0; 2. Lobsgo; 4. gbo.
Description of the Plates and Figures:

Fig. 1 — site plan of Akhalsopeli settlement.

Pl. I — flint insets of sickles from Akhalsopeli
settlement.

PI. Il — spearheads.

PI. 11l — spearheads and arrowheads.

Pl. IV — 1-8. flint artifacts; 9-11. shaft stone
disks

Pl. V — 1,4. stone axes, 2-3. adzes.
PI. VI — stone chisels and adzes.
Pl. VII — 1,3. axes, 2. pestle, 4. adze.
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L. Jibladze

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MAP OF BRONZE-
EARLY IRON AGE SITES FROM
WESTERN GEORGIA
(Summary)

Proto-Colchian sites, discovered on the te-
rritory of Western Georgia and representing
mainly artificial hills are concentrated in Kolkheti
lowland. They are clustered in basins of the rivers
Rioni-Pichori, Abasha-Noghela, Enguri-Kodori,
Tsivi-Khobi, Choloki-Ochkhamuri and Qoranta
Tsqali-Muchia.

8 d3gmgmmbaé I 98e3%g (63.%'. X-VII tL.) o6-
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[12, as. 9-26; 13, a3. 17-32; 22, a3. 82-92; 23, 3.
63-65, 90, 117-128].

By the 3™ millennium B.C. settlements of the
Kolkheti lowland were situated at foothills and
hills, mountain slopes, along the coastal line and
river banks.

A new type of settlement emerged by the first
half of the 1 millennium B.C. It is represented by
open unfortified sites located in river basins, dune
stations situated along the coastal line and
settlement-manufactories.
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s0dmbgboemos Bgos gmdsbol NeNe 9, Ne 12 o
15 bsdscrbgddo (3. AsbBols aombtﬁabo). Ne 12
bsdorbo  motomegds d3.G. VI Lomszmboor [14,
a3. 146], NeNe 9 o 15 Lodstrbgdo g0 — d3.7.
XI-IX W00 [16, 3. 85]. 350J6mdm, 603 .
0glgbolgnmo  mstopo — d3.f. VIII bsmznby,
boglbgdoo Fgbsgggéobo gbres agmb 4. dsb@ ol
d0g® asmbGomo ©sbs®hgbo Lsds@Bgdobsmgol.

B9 Aobals (3. 66-3360030), omasl ©s gm-
43bols (3. 'HQG(?_?)F)O) hodoga&) B@omoh@‘aﬁo 60d-
bgdom asbbB3398mmos dGamols ©s dobo sbs-
o060 bsgoqdolsegsh, G dsmo JOmbmene-
30960 Lbgemdom brs soblbsb. dGomal  bo-
3oad0, B3gbo sBOom, NRO™ sEOgYmgdo Mbos
agol s dsmo ms@awo o6 bes asbalsbogmml
d3.G. XII bsnz969by soég.

3963bmol mdals Lsdsgdndols (@ob. 11123_32)
sbsemmggdo a3bgregés bgdm Gumbel Lsdsermgsb-
b9 [33, 33 127, Bd. 49, 25] ©8 MsM0MEHds
93.§. II s0sL§. doememmo [258, 33. 78].

360bxsml 9Ombsbgzsco Bzogdo (@)ob. 1112627)
oo Bbals gs6dsgemmdsdo 0bdsergdmes, wsfyg-
dnmo 3.7, I sosli§. B7sbsbgdoesb 30069 d3.§.
[ 500l§. Bmobsbgdsdeyg. 3693610308, O3 oo
33 bbol s6dsgmmdsdo  gebgomstgdol  goc -
39700 abs gs0sdgl, M3 gm®dob (330 gdsm-
3530 solsbs. sdoBmd 3xnoJOmdo, Gmd dGomols
9L bsdzsmmo msgolbo gm@don (Qgﬁ)m‘ba jaggom)
93.§. I s001{. @slsfgoboo mbos psmstomegl.

304mbbydo 40360l ddoggdo (@o&. 1,,) -
dsbobosmgdgmos 83 3gMomeol Lsdsdbgdobsmzgals
({]30150000@0, 6o, &ﬁomo). .

Gobggdo 35k ol omp)gda,” GmameE (36mdo-
mos, asdmygbgdamo ogm  Amol  bsby®dmom
dmbs 339m 3o, sdomd Az96 dsmby swed q3hgé-
©9600.

3doo  3sdmsgzgdm  dGramols Ne 12 Lsds6rbols
063968560l ao6bogngsls.

gm39e203) Bgdmngdamol ueaase 3godemdo,
Gmd dGomol Ne 12 Lodsérbo bs @smsMomegls
93.7. XIV Lsmzmbol osbsbdrmnmon s XII boy-
gboo.  Gsbsz30639emas, B396 dog®  dowadmemo
os6omo Igbsdmgdgmos I9dwamdBo 3o@3e(3 ©s-
bobggl, dsgmsd om0 jo (3boos, dGoamals Ne
12 Ledsthbo B0060b sl bsbsls o6 mbrs dog-
3193690megl. Loglgdoo  Lfmége  dogzshbos 3.
3953060L 3mbsbOqds, GmImals dobgozomsy wo-
amc0mo dgamgdo JOmbommgonmse Fob wbf-
9096 godsbol Ledstrmzsbl [22, as. 12].

d¢r0omols Ne 12 Lsdsébo ms30bo  Bsbosmom
o dbasglgdsl ofgbl BeOwaemem 3833500l d9d-

16 39dmeggbogos 03. xszsbodzomol Lsbgmmdol oy
36 Jgmemaools 3smgemol 3sdmeggbsby. 0bsbgds Lldsy
4930609 913 T gmbedo, gom. Ne 5-993:105.
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©93 dgamgdmsb: 37ddgmmnsdo — Bgdm Gmmbols
bsds@rmgsbo, gomosm@o — gabgsenl Lsdsérmgsbo,
Gmdmado 330068600bx sl bsbol @slsfgobobes-

030l 33960056987mbo 361036 9GO0 FHemdme
39630, 336Lb353098056 33339L00l Lbgs LobJerem-

Bgemo 3B gegdologeb ©s dsm ,ozmG00l
3ab Y@ godegmegh [19, 33. 17].

03000k JmemBm@ol sGgemo oo 8O
360, smbsbodbsgos, Gmd o3 g eobsmgols

sdsbalosmgdgmo dgaemgdo hdommgn 3sggebo-
ol bbgs 930069830 6 36 (39eEgds ©s, Go-
3063 Bgdmo ©sgobsbgm, ogo Lsdbogmoo dbm-
moe  b9dm Gogsls ©s bgsbgmedey  sofg3b.
30639mo s@dmBgbols dobgogom gedmymaaemo sd

d‘ag\ﬂ@‘aﬁ)oh hol‘)agﬁf\no (1\)0150%1’]15@)36‘3;:’0 gono
dob 9gdgy, o3 dbgeglo dgamgdo sImBbros

Gogols s bgebgmBo, Gsdsz Lodmagmgds dolys
0. 33968939601 33 3@ ncolsmzol gfmegdabs
»O8Fs-0ogm00l" Jeodnés [33, g3. 17]. B3q96
bogbgdoom 3008980 o3 ImbsbErgdsl, Ibmmme
03 3s6Lbgeggdom, O™ ,G0Fs-@ogmcool  Jmem-
Beol segemBo bgsbgmol Rdomm Ggaombogs
mbos 303mealibdmo.

1O338-0amE00L"  JnemGm®s, Gemdgmo Joem-
bomemgon@se Fob qgb{eOgdl  gmdsbol  3memd)n-
Gol,  omdmzgbgdnmo s BBl Fobsdm@dgreo
392G IO0b  HOsroegety, ds3@sd gl 9439
34239 332030 bagsbos.

L. Pantskhava, V. Maisuradze,
G. Gobejishvili

TOWARD DATING BURIAL Ne 12 EXCA-
VATED AT BRILI NECOPOLIS IN 1939
(Summary)

Brili necropolis is situated 2 km north-west-
ward of the village of Ghebi, Highland Racha.
More than 200 burials have been excavated here,
though cist Ne 12 and pit burial Ne 31 differ
somewhat from the others. Despite the const-
ructional distinctions of the above burials, grave
goods found there are almost homogeneous.
Burial Ne 12 is actually a two-tiered cist con-
taining a quantity of bronze weapons, standards
and jewellery.The burial has been dated to the
Middle Bronze Age.

The analysis carried out, involving archaeolo-
gical parallels, suggests a rather different chro-
nology allowing to date it to the end of the 14"
and beginning of the 12" centuries B.C.
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Bd. I — 1-4. 30650l FBobostB g0 (5-
993:37, 32, 33, 34); 5-9. 306y sml  (3mgdo
(5-993:35, 34, 38, 36, 39).

Bd. I — 1-14. 306y sml F7d0b3omgdo (5-
993:40-51); 15-21. 306y oml Lo gztgdo (5-
993:54-60).

God. I — 1-12. 306k sml ol ymlgdgoms-
30960 Lo 306d960 (5-993:74, 76, 79, 73, 77, 8,
80, 83, 75, 84, 78, 82); 13-23. 360650l bo-
dsxx 900 (5-993:70, 71, 63, 67, 62, 64, 65,
72, 69, 68, 66); 24, 25, 37-42. 306y o0l bo-
3oegdo (5-993:86, 85, 90, 91, 96, 98-100);” 28-
32. 3963bmol 0dob Lsdsg@gdo (5-993:101); 26-
27. 3&0bysml geobsbgzsto bzogdo (5-993:93,

= bsgoegdo 39@dobmsgals gedmbsbamgdoo goe. Ne
5-993:94, 95, 97 asdmggbogmos @b st Jgommaools
3909060l 35dm53965%.

92); 33. 303d60ls  ddoggdo (5-993:102); 34-36.
6 3060L 15 306d0T msg0bs s @gdmls bsgbgdo.

Description of the Plates

Pl. I — 1-4. bronze standards (5-993:37, 32, 33,
34); 5-9. bronze axes (5-993:35, 34, 38,
36, 39).

PI. Il — 1-14. bronze spearheads (5-993:40-51);
15-21. bronze daggers (5-993:54-60).

PL. Il - 1-12. bronze disk-head pins (5-993:74,
76,79, 73, 77, 81, 80, 83, 75, 84, 78, 82);
13-23. bronze bracelets (5-993:70, 71, 63,
67, 62, 64, 65, 72, 69, 68, 66); 24,25, 37-
42. bronze pendants (5-993:86, 85, 90, 91,
96, 98-100); 28-32. bronze hair pins (5-
993:93, 92); 26-27. bronze one and a half
volutes (5-993:101); 33. jet beads (5-
993:102); 34-36. fragments of head and
stem of an iron pin.
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3IOGHR0L 30330 3560056

6536m330° BgLFsgmomos 3s60b d3.5. V L.
Ne 11 dpopdgmo  bsdsdbol ghm-ghmo 9B
bs0bg@gbe  dmbsdmgsto — 3gdbmol  sG0ds-
mmlo (1;‘3(4). 1. 3ol dg3smo Bebo sd3l; Bobols
bogs @ J3aee Goyomabo 393 39eos .. 69
dols¢ 06539600 (36 meBmbols as8moma ygo-
gomols qj'ﬂﬁ)g@a&om). KY:) 93'36(3@3615 Tmcol
dgddboem g@atDBy, aGsgadgdom dglergmgdamo
b306Jlgdols dbgmgmmdol by@smos Gomdmeg -
bogma.  sM0dsemmbo  mgz0mmboligdn@3omaskos,
4969305 sEaomby gMabzgmgdol gedmbsbymg-
39808 dmmsgligdymo. Fnedmol dodl J39dmesb
asmobdsggdgmo  mo@mbol gsdmbsebymagds sd-
3oL, Lsdsd™bBo sGM0dsmmbo bsdmgbo ogm buo-
036 gomsE, OHmdgmo mezol EOHMbY gnedy do-
dogMgdnma gmgoms dgf30m. e dmol Lodswm-
™y 9 143-0s, 3060l ©035398 60 — 3,5 19, Bsbols
©osdgB 0 — 7,5-8 13 [2, a3 24, bqe. 210; 3,
33- 90, 1}"36. 404, 4, 33- 94, 15';:]6. ﬂ]

L. 1

6mdogmas, Hm3 sGodsgrmlo bgmol dglsbs-
bog gsbgmmgbomo o ggmos, Lggombgdamo o6
6sb9356 5390 lgd M0 GoEdol, GmIgmbsig bm-
6o by Bodmgoegdnml bIsOmdebab. ogo gsc-
omE 33303gmes bsdgedbgmdo d3.¢. VII Log-
360@sb. sM0dsemmlo m@o doGomseo Bodobss:
QBOO  sEOgYmo — Omdgmbsg gedmm, ©alzml
ge6dol 3060 sd3l, s 3308beamo — 9i3eIm 30(-
6o, 65B9300b5390mLydnG30Masbo, dol mgzomm-
Lobgdndl fmegégh. 3omzgmo — 3mEobommo

18 bogos mEbsg Fgdmzmagdnmo bsboo ©s0dgdwos
obgeoliné  gbsbg: Ancient Greeks West and East,
Brill, Leiden-Boston-Kéln, 1999, a3. 605-613.

3030l s60dsmmbos, dgmerg — soggdo Bodobs
[16, a3. 194].

3MG0borgmo Bodol sGodsrmlols gs30(39m9-
ds bmmme  gmeobommo s 0gstgmgds. 0go
23630908 OmamA(3 gmGoborgmo Bodol g El-
3 306538d9380, sbgzg mszmboal, dgmBoal,
3369039 3@3mbsgmgm-39adbgem 65§03, go-
Gaborgmo  Bodol 3G0bysml  sG0dsemmbgdo  bs-
3mgbos EgmamBo, L3sGBsdo, Logomasty. go-
Gaborgmo  sGodsmmbo  sBogeBo  asdJmbosm.
d3.. VI Lsmszmbol Bms bsbgdowsb obobo dmbe-
& oBogg  Fotdeadbys fsddngagboo —
X0 853803907, bome 9degy sedggm fo-
ogmgoaneae 35690%g. d3.¢. VI L. deomel-
maols demei’]Qo @0301} oﬁmboc{)mho o@od"‘jﬁ)o
3963mol Inbs@ummdopst JOgds ©s segoml
q0demdl sBogn® Bl [1, 33 123-124; 16, 35
195-197].

Gmame i Bgdmn smabodbs, 3560l sGadsgrmlio
LGmoge sBogacdo Bodob mygzonmlbolgdag®dodo-
sbo  F9OFgmos ©s mo. meeodogsbody  dsb
3803960 Labymmlbml 6sfFs®ds doohbgzl. dolo
sbGom, ,,bgobdlgdol msgo (amdmgQ Jg &Aoo
©s Fdmby sdmbeoma 0ds) ©s 33mcdsggdmmo
dnd@gzomadnmo  gomgdo  momdml  0dgmegdgb
380396 Bodl, Gmdgmoi Fs®Imweagboemos d¢o-
Bsbgmals Inbgndol mé Foogmgoamenem  Go-
B™6do, bzabJbl Gmd FsOrdmbsbagl. dsmysb gé-
oo — d3.f. V L. 3gmeg dgmobgedo dmmzs(y
GGmbogyo sthoggemo mh(?)o(f})ols = hm@oggoh 6.)1’)3-
3305, boame Igmérg — 30bBemlgbol. Legobligdl
Fobs msmo Bgefgnmo sgm ©s sesdasbol bg-
mols s momgdol Lobomss gsggm@dgdnmo, G
bogmose  gfgggmms  sBognéo ©s  boghome
396dbyemo Bodol bgoblols gsdmbebmemgdgdals-
030, sEsdasbolbyemasbo (‘Bgo%’agmo) be30bJbo
33dmbsbyemos mom ol gom-96m 938996 Bszgo-
3O 3000l [2, 33. 24].

3 0R3dgmo, omdgs go 3960b sG®0dsemlols
bgomolb@ e sbsmobl o6 admggs, degsd daolbs
3096 35dm3gdne 3963beols Lbgeeslbgs body-
9900l goBommado  Jmgmge  smbodbsgl, G™3
F96demals (3.0. oﬁobogmhoh) 1388039 bod-
3990 sedmbsgma@o 3mBmBadgdol bgass-
mabs 0a®dbmds” [4, a3. 94].

3s@bobodbsgzos x. dmEEIsbol InbsbHgds, as-
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bod3mbomdby — ,,09 396396938, — F9Ob 0g0, G™I
6mdagn m®bsdgbBadgdnm sG0dsemeabl 3sbawsb,
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39680698 3963beols s dmm O 3963b-
ol bogmgol sgo begol BOommgn Gsomby-
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d0@sb, — aligol, Hmam®oss dsgsemomse 3gmge-
3gLol GoBmbo” [17, g3. 197].
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Bo 93 bsgoobolswdo, s0dsrmbol  sbsemobl
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be306Jbgdaliggb dodstrogmo dbstrggdo Imdcgzs-
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E. Gigolashvili

SILVER ARYBALLOS FROM VANI
(Summary)

The paper deals with a silver aryballos found at
Vani city site in a richly furnished burial Ne 11
dated to the mid-5" cent. B.C. Its spherical body
is decorated with “tongue pattern”. The central
band bears the representation of a chain of
marching sphinxes. A quadruple lotus is depicted
on the bottom, while the handles are elaborated in
the shape of birds. All ornaments are incised. Due
to the lekythoid rim of the aryballos, it can be
attributed to the so-called “Attic style”.

The Attic origin of the above aryballos has
already been suggested by O. Lordkipanidze,
while J. Boardman attributes it to Lydian “Grae-
co-Persian” specimens. According to the author,
the Vani aryballos must have been manufactured
in lonian Greece, revealing strong influences of
the Near Eastern art of the moment. The Vani
aryballos represents a kind of combination of the
attic shape, Ionian “orientalizing” style and some
elements characteristic of Achaemenid art.
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Description of the Figures

Fig. 1 —silver aryballos.

Fig. 2— fragment of the body of the silver
aryballos: sphinxes are represented among “ton-
gues”.

Fig. 3 — the bottom of the aryballos decorated
with a quadruple lotus ornament.
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K. Ramishvili

ZOOMORPHIC REPRESENTATIONS
(IBEX, RAM) FROM THE EASTERN
GEORGIAN HIGHLAND

(Summary)

The paper deals with representations of ibex
and ram — a part of a numerous group of minor art
specimens obtained from the Aragvi basin. These
interesting artifacts come from the Pshavi Aragvi
gorge and Zhinvali necropolis and are dated in
general to the 2™-4™ cent. A.D. It should be noted,
however, that the most interesting group of this
archaeological material — figures serving as
“buckles” — are datable mainly to the 3"-4™ cent.
A.D.

These specimens of zoomorphic art were
manufactured by applying the casting and
moulding technique and mostly are made of
bronze, though silver also occurs.

The figurines coming from the Aragvi
gorge, along with representations of deer and
horse already dealt with in the preceding paper,
despite their iconographic variety, judging by their
stylistic  features, manufacturing technique,
functional purpose and semantics, represent a
unique artistic phenomenon shaped on the grounds
of a unified system of economic structure and
religious beliefs. The above phenomenon in turn,
is linked with most ancient periods, clearly
marked by the dominant cultural elements of the
Colchian world, the Colchian artistic thought
pattern. Notwithstanding novelties and
peculiarities that distinguish the specimens
analysed in the present paper, it seems reasonable
to regard them as a product of cultural continuity
of the so-called “Caucasian animal style”.
According to the author’s conjecture, the group of
minor art specimens from the Eastern Georgian
highland represents the final stage of the
“Caucasian  animal  style”, its  ending.
Chronologically it coincides with the strength-
ening of Christian culture and ideology in
Georgia.

After the adoption of Christianity these last
symbols of pagan ideology were lost - the
figurines of ibex and ram among them, though
some of them, e.g. representation of deer, survives
into Christian culture as a symbol of a true
believer’s spirit.
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&od. T — 1. xobgzol gedmlsbaemgds 38300m0-
bs306dol ggmbz00m, 3gdbemo, FoggMsbalidodals
bsdsermgsebo (09-XLV111-83-180, 390 emo
39600s6); 2. xobgol gsdmbsebmemgds 3dz0mmwbs-
306dol 3B 3000, dG0bxsm (09-XLVIII-81-42,
Lodsdbo Ne 5); 3. xobzol meosgosbo gogns,
36r0bxom, 69dobols Lsdsermgsbo (09-LXI-87-198,
bobemol  39969dmmdol el EsbaGgnmo  bo-
ds6bosb); 4. xobzol gogmés bszoeom, 360b-
xoe (09-LXI-87-195, wsbztrgnmo Lsdsrbowsb);
5. xobgol mezol godmlsbmmgds, 3c0byem (09-
LX|-88-95, bodstrbo Ne 247); 6. KOBBOB 0)0301)
303 bsbmmads, d¢0bysm (09-LXI-88-69, Lsdse-
bo Ne 242); 7. xobzol msgol asdemlsbamads,
39603bmo, meggmol  Lbsdstrmgsbo (09-LXI-88-
436, psbymgmmoa hoaoﬁ)l‘)og\)oﬁ); 8. x0bzol msz0ls
30dcmbobmmads  (09-LXI1-88-520, Lsdsrbo Ne
164); 9. x0b30lL 0s30L gsdmbsbymgds, 396 beo
(09-LX|-88-435, 390G YOm0 %360@6).

(?_3)06. II - 1. 336601} moaaboh aoamhobﬂc\nabo

O3bemol bedsx ey (09-LXI1-88-515, Lsdstrbo
?\%3 164); 2. 396dol 03980l gsdmbsbmmagds 3¢06-
Komls hoaox‘aﬁ)%a (09-LX|-85-64, Lodsérbo Ne 8),
3. Jgesemombo  396dolmsggdom, dG0bxsm, obge-
o (09-XXV-79-395, oot bo Ne 277); 4, 336601&
0330 godmbsbrmads, d¢obysm (09-LXI-85-412,
3B 9O 3g6580); 5-9. d0bysml d9F 33980
Lbgoeslbbzs dmygsboemmdol bsgowgdom, 69dabols
bsdstrmgoebo (09-LX1-85-128,126,123,123,543).

Description of the Plates

PL.I. — 1. representation of ibex, silver, Tsipra-
nisdziri (09-LV111-83-180, cultural layer); 2. re-
presentation of ibex, bronze, Tsipranisdziri (09-
XLVIII-81-42, burial Ne 5); 3. representation of
double-headed ibex, bronze, Nedzikhi (09-LXI-
87-198, cultural layer); 4. representation of ibex,
bronze (09-LXI1-87-195, cultural layer); 5 repre-
sentation of the head of ibex, bronze (09-LXI-88-
95, burial Ne 247); 6. representation of the head of
ibex, bronze, (09-LX1-88-69, burial No 242); 7. re-
presentation of the head of ibex, silver, Kldeeti
(09-LXI1-88-436, cultural layer); 8. representation
of the head of ibex, silver (09-LX1-88-520, burial
Ne 164); 9. representation of the head of ibex,
silver (09-LXI-88-435, cultural layer).

PI. Il. — 1. representations of the heads of ram
on silver bracelet (09-LX1-88-515, burial Ne 164);
2. representation of the heads of ram on bronze
bracelet (09-LXI-85-64, burial Ne 8); 3. heads of
ram on bronze medallion, Zhinvali (09-XXV-79-
395, burial Ne 277); 4. bronze representation of
the head of ram (09-LX1-85-412, cultural layer);
5-9. pendants on bronze chains, Nedzikhi (09-
LXI1-85-128, 126, 123, 123, 543).
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Ts. Chikoidze

THE ANCIENT JAR BURIALS FROM
TELAVI
(Summary)

The archaeological excavations of one of the
ancient sites of Telavi have brought to light a
necropolis providing new information concerning
burial customs and rite.Ten jar burials and one pit
burial of a nest shape disposition were excavated
on the territory of the necropolis. Three of the jars
represented a human grave, another three jars
being empty. The remaining four contained sheep
and goats bones and deer antlers. A human
skeleton was found in the pit burial, the inventory
consisted of a clay pot, jar, iron knife and two
earrings - in the shape of bronze rings. An iron
spearhead was found in burial Ne 1 along with a
human skeleton. All burials contained fragments
of clayware. It can be suggested that the jar burials
together with the pit burial, must have been a
family nest-type burial, while the burial rite
included solemn animal sacrifice.

The stratigraphic characteristics of the jar
burials do not provide the necessary evidence for
dating. Therefore, parallel evidence was drawn
upon in order to define the chronology of these
burials.

On the grounds of the existing classification,
the archaeological complex is dated to the 1% cent.
B.C. - the 1¥ cent. A.D.
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Description of the plates and figures

Fig. 1 - Situation plan of the jar burials.

PI. I - 1-6. jar burial goods: trefoil mouthed jar,
iron knife blade, bronze hoop earrings, clay pot,
fragments of clayware; 7-12. Ne 1 jar burial
goods: iron spearhead, fragments of clayware; 13-
19. Ne 2 jar burial goods: fragments of clayware.

PI. 1l - 1-8. Ne 4 jar burial goods: fragments of
clayware; 9-12. Ne 5 jar burial goods: fragments
of clayware; 13-16. N. 9 jar burial goods:
fragments of clayware.

PI. 1l - 1-2. fragments of the rims of jars; 3-7.
specimens of clayware found in jar burials; 8-12.
bowls found in jar burials; 13-16. dergi-type jars
found in jar burials.
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N. Kighuradze, T. Todua

SILVER MIRROR FROM BICHVINTA
NECROPOLIS
(Summary)

A silver mirror was found in burial Ne 35
containing mortar discovered on the territory of
the Bichvinta necropolis. The mirror of spherical
shape is casted. The disk surface is decorated with
two overlapping rhombs with concaved sides. The
handle is treated in a form of female’s fingers. The
mirror is fragmentary, of 12.8 cm in diameter. It
was apparently imported from Rome.

2 603sbmdmagos,  Gm3  3gOEbmol  Ladzglosb

96m, Lsdsebdo  s@0dmbbes Aol gedEmmosba
Bsgney. 3333560 ™®b353968) mmo I ogszos
3339356008 sBGom, 3Bl Loddmmel FsOmrdmseagbeos
[12, a3 23]
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The mirror, found in a burial of Pityus,
strongly resembles those discovered in Sutsidava
and Karpitsa and dating from the 2™-3" centuries
A.D. In general, it bears the closest analogy with a
mirror from Cologne belonging to the 1%-2" cent.
A.D. Taking into account archaeological parallels,
the mirror from Pityus seems to be datable to the
2" cent. A.D. As for its functional purpose, the
mirror must have been designed for sacred and
ritual purposes.

@odyBsdg@s

1. é%oﬂodﬂ S., Bodm;mon‘a3n§qm 3 dibgools
Fohabgdnmms asblolizggbgdgmo ob.§. III Low-
gabols — s3mesds 905. — Igbgms XI, md,,
1996, a3. 7-42.

2. é%oﬂnda P dsg0bgm0b  gmegzecol Lod-
gogsao. — 43, Ne 33, 1973, 33. 59-65.

3. mmg)mﬁ)g)aso § dwoedrgmo  Lsdsebo
QQ&QoBmGOQoG. - 3&50 II, 0d., 1976, 33- 68-78.

4, 050(]3 d. d3gmo gombgmols bsbmgswmgds.
od., 1994,

5. @omndogsbody a. 30330600 bsgogmss-
®o. md., 1991.

6. BoponoB K). H. Marepuans mo apxe-
osnoruu A6asrun u Canuruu (11-VII BB.). — MAA,
1979, c. 49-58.

7. 3yoaps B. M. O CBUHIOBBIX 3epKanax H3
Hekpormons XepcoHeca. — [TAK, 1986, c. 150-154.

8. JloceB A. ®@. Antnunas mudonorus. M.,
1957.

9. PuMckoe HCKYCCTBO H KYJbTypa. —
Karaor BbIcTaBKM PUMCKO—TEPMaHCKOTO My3es B
Kenbae. M., 1969.

10. Ckp:xkunckas M. B. 3epkana apxau-
yeckoro mnepuona u3 OneBuum u bepesanu. —
AKCII, 1984, c. 105-129.

11. CmupnoB 1. U. Axanropuiickuii Kiaf.
T6., 1934.

12. CmupnoB K. ®@. CeBepckuii kypran. M.,
1953.

13. Cokoasckuii H. U. Kpenocts Acniypruan
Ha bocmope. — KCUA, 143, 1975, c. 21-30.

14. Xomrapuna H. B. Apxeonoruuckue pac-
KOIKH B Banu. — o3, 1962, a3. 65-80.

15. Furtwinglar A. Die antiken Gemmen.
Berlin, 1900

16. Oberliander P. Griechische Handspiegel.
Hamburg, 1967

17. Ziichner W. Griechische Klappspiegel. —
JDAI, 14,1942, S. 126-141.

18. Tudor D. Le dépdt de miroirs de verre
double de plomb trouvé a Sucidava. — DACIA, IlI,
1959, p. 415-432.

78

by®smols amvaﬁmg\nmba

L. 1. — 3963bmal Lodgg dodgab@ols bsds-
Amzgbowsb

Description of the Figure:

Fig. 1 — Silver mirror from Bichvinta Cemetery.
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V. Japaridze

ON THE ROADS OF EASTERN
COLCHIS (ACCORDING TO RECENT
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA)
(Summary)

The question of roads evokes special interest
while dealing with the economic and trade issues
of ancient Colchis (Lazica). Both the principal
river route of Phasis-Kyros (Mtkvari) and adjacent
network of roads presumably had been function-
ing since earliest times. Sarapanis (Shorapani) of
the Graeco-Byzantine sources and its “country”
(district) was situated exactly along the cited route
by the Iberian border of Colchis. Information
provided by Strabo (XI, I, 17) that the Phasis is
navigable up to Sarapanis and its fortress can
shelter the population of the whole town, clearly
points to its significance [28, p. 12].

This route long since has become a matter of
interest of many scholars, including N. Berdzeni-
shvili, N. Lomouri, G. Tskitishvili, D. Muskheli-
shvili. A special study of the problem and
commentaries on Strabo with a comprehensive
review of archaeological data were published
recently by O. Lordkipanidze (1996, p. 114-120
with the full list of references).

The first attempt at tackling the history of
Sarapanis was made by the prominent Georgian
Byzantinist S. Qaukhchishvili. In 1985-1990 the
present writer himself carried out archaeological
excavations at the site in order to study the
questions of the history of Shorapani and its
“country” in general, and related problems, in-
cluding the roads of Colchis. Unfortunately, only a
few relics somehow connected with roads and
belonging to antiquity were revealed due to the
fact that only work of minor scale was carried out
at the lower city - its territory is almost completely
occupied by modern settlement. Finds of imported
goods include a small fragment of a black-glazed
cup and two fragments of an amphora dated to the
late Hellenistic period and apparently manufactur-
ed in Asia Minor [28, p. 4]. Fragments of Rhodian
(392" cent. B.C.) and white coated amphora
(Koan?) were found on the territory of the

mediaeval fortress. Koan amphorae are mostly
characteristic of the coastal line of Colchis (e. g.
Apsaros finds dated to the end of the 1% B.C. -1
cent. A.D.). The above articles must have been
brought to Sarapanis via the Phasis river route. At
the same time, almost the same layers revealed
Iberian imported goods — light clayware, later
specimens of red-painted ceramic, profiled black-
polished pottery.

Remains of a structure evidenced on the left
bank of the river Qvirila (Boas), near the fortress
complex, should be noted in connection with land
routes. They are as follows: an arched part of a
foundation pier of a bridge, as well as traces of a
pier, found slightly northward and a 10-12 m. long
and 4 m. wide structure facing water (to the south-
west) and built upon the rock (PL. I, A; IlI, 2).
The latter may prove the remains of a landing-
stage. Its possible connection with the ancient
bridge cannot be ruled out. Besides, this structure
is linked somehow with the tower standing at the
exit of the tunnel of the city fortress and which
might have served as a guardian of the landing-
stage [29, p. 7]. Finds of anchors nearby are
noteworthy (PI. I1l, 1). One such anchor was un-
earthed by the Classical site, at the confluence of
the rivers Qvirila and Dzirula. This bridge was
part of a road running from the lower city
westward to Kutaisi (Kutatisi, Kutaia). Farther it
crossed the so-called Tamar bridge over the river
Cholaburi (where — as attested by the sources -
remains of an ancient road are in evidence). From
this point the road branched and ran to the fortress
of Skanda and to the east - to Iberia. Monuments
of the Classical period revealed in the village of
Sachino on this section of the road are worth
noting. Via another bridge on the river Dzirula one
could travel south, then turn to the west — to
Rodopolis or pursue several branches to the east,
i. e. Iberia. The safety of these roads was ensured
by the fortress of Sarapanis, the existence and
functioning of which, in turn, depended upon the
economic complex of its “country” and the unity
of the roads.
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Description of the Plates

Pl. I 1. Plan of Shorapani: A — citadel,
early Byzantine castle; B — Lower town; C — Early
Classical and later Colchian settlement; D — tunnel
and tower; E — constructions on the left bank of
Quvirila; F — new bridge over Qvirila; G — remains
of a bridge over Dzirula.

Pl. 1,2 — Plan of the Roman and early
Byzantine castle.

Pl. Il — A. Plan of constructions on the left
bank of the river Qvirila (1,2 — piers, 3 — dam); B.
facades of an arched pier.

PI. 11l — 1. a tunnel and a tower of Sarapanis; 2.
construction on the left bank of the river Quvirila.
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T. Chikovani

TERMS DENOTING KITCHENWARE
ACCORDING TO SULKHAN-SABA
ORBELIANI’S CLASSIFICATION

(Summary)

“Sitqvis kona kartuli” an explanatory
dictionary of the Georgian language compiled by
the great thinker, writer and statesman Sulkhan-
Saba Orbeliani (1658-1785) — apart from its
primary function - provides valuable data for the
study of the material culture of Georgia in the
Late Middle Ages. The Dictionary contains a
number of terms denoting kitchenware (kitchen
utensils, tableware, storage vessels for dry sub-
stances, water and wine, as well as drinking
vessels, etc.). The ware is classified by the author
according to the shape, function, texture and
volume of vessels. Critical analysis and further
usage of the above classification may contribute
greatly to the definition of names of archaeolo-
gical artifacts of the same origin.
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T. Abulashvili

B. KUFTIN - ARESEARCHER OF
TRIALETI BARROWS
(Summary)

B. Kuftin studied the barrow culture in Trialeti
in 1936-1940 and 1947-1948.

It is obvious that the kurgans excavated by
Kuftin contain valuable archaeological data. Hen-
ce, these kurgans call for a special scrutiny of
hitherto constructional elements and ritual roads.

During his work, Kuftin applied different
techniques according to the peculiar character-
istics of sites: making a ditch at the central part of
a kurgan in order to discover the burial chamber
(PI. 1, fig.1) or sporadic digging of trenches cove-
ring the whole territory of a barrow and gradual
removal of cultural layers (PI. I, fig. 2). He would
also dig squares following a chequer pattern (PI. I,
fig.3). Due to shortage of time, the researcher did
not continue excavating kurgans where the ex-
ploratory ditches revealed no archaeological
material.

A map drawn by B. Kuftin, as given in the
monograph by L. Zhorzhikashvili and E. Gogadze,
is presented in the paper, where the author of the
present paper has pointed out all kurgans the
researcher had excavated and studied or excavated
but had not numbered or had discovered a barrow
but had not indicated it on the map. Such barrows
are as follows: kurgans Ne 47-68 lacking
archaeological material or robbed; kurgans Ne 69-
86 discovered but not excavated by Kuftin;
kurgans Ne 87-91 not excavated by the researcher
but indicated on his map. The location of the
indicated sites on the map is given with figures
corresponding to their numerical order in the
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Description of the Plates

Pl. I — The sequence of digging the trenches at
kourgans Nos 1,15 and 17, drawn by the author on
the basis of Kuftin’s journal.

PI. Il — Plan and cross-section of kurgan 15.

PIL. 1l — The arrangement of the burial inven-
tory in the burial chamber of kurgan 15.

PI. IV — Plan and cross-section of kurgan 17.

Pl. V — The arrangement of the burial inven-
tory in the burial chamber of kurgan 17.
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Field Work in 2000

Expeditions of the Centre for Archaeological
Studies continued successful work in the field in
2000. The Archaeological Expedition of the
Southern Georgian Upland (Director M.
Gabunia) dug small (2x1 m) exploratory ditches at
“Amkherisgora” in the village of Amkheri
(Adigeni district). Excavation of ditches Ne 3 and
Ne 4 brought to light few stone tools and
fragments of animal bones.

The Meskheti Archaeological Expedition
(Director V. Licheli) carried out an archaeological
survey in the highland of Akhaltsikhe and
Aspindza districts - the territory to be crossed by a
high voltage electricity transmission line. As a
result of the archaeological survey the necessary
distance between the churches of St. George and
St. Theodorus near the village of Andriatsminda
and the electricity power pylons to be installed has
been determined. The expedition investigated a
cultural layer on the periphery of Orchosani site
situated on the Vale-Turkey oil pipeline route.
Digging of a ditch (4x4 m) revealed fragments of
a wine jar, dergi, jar and pot type vessels, louteria
and a pentagonal antefix, with relief representation
of a deer and cross with equal-lenqth shafts. The
material obtained was dated to the 6™-9" cent.

Two teams of the Tsalka-Trialeti
Archaeological  Expedition  (Director G.
Narimanashvili) carried out field work. One team
proceeded with recording the “cyclopean” sites
and fortresses in the western part of Tsalka district
- territory of Trialeti. Two sites dating from the
Late Bronze-Early Iron Age and differing from the
“cyclopean” settlements were found . One of them
was situated on a hill, while the other was located
in a plain. Patara Abuli and Shaori mountain cult
complexes were recorded as scheduled by the
OSGF grant.The second - Beshtasheni team of the
expedition (Director N. Shanshashvili) surveyed
the bottom of the Tsalka water storage reservoir.
Archaeological material of different periods and
types was collected: Palaeolithic stone handaxes,
arrowheads made of obsidian and flint, lamellae,
fragments of glazed pottery and glass bracelets
dating from the Middle Ages. Early and Late
Bronze Age burials were also excavated.

Archaeological work continued in Kakheti
region too. Here, in Dedoplis Tsgaro district,

survey and exploratory diggings were conducted
by a joint Georgian-German Archaeological
Expedition (Director K. Pitskhelauri). The
German colleagues have surveyed about ten sites
belonging to the 1% millennium B.C. pointed out
by the director of the expedition. Besides, the
expedition carried out salvage work aimed at
investigation of destroyed or robbed burial
remains as well as conducted measuring and
recording of numerous sites dating from the Late
Bronze-Early Iron Age. Archaeological survey
was carried out in Shiraki, Vashlovani reservation,
a narrow strip of Alazani valley at the point of
“Mosabruni” and “Amiranis Veli”, revealing
numerous tombs and barrow burials.

The Kukheti Expedition (Director Ts. Chi-
koidze) conducted excavation at the 62"-63" km
of the Baku-Supsa Pipeline site strongly damaged
by constructional work. The archaeological monu-
ment is actually completely destroyed . Eight
ditches in square | revealed only a part of a floor
covered with ashes. The floor along with surfacial
archaeological material collected in the area of
square | of the site can be dated to the 6™-8" cent.
Investigation of square Il revealed a foundation
cut in the sandstone and built up with cobble-stone
and pit bottoms of different shape and size,
containing fragments of pottery. They must date
from the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age, Hellenistic
period and the Middle Ages. The condition of the
site does not permit any definite dating.

The Kaspi District Expedition (Director Z.
Makharadze) excavated an area of some 140 m? in
the large yard of the Tsikhiagora temple complex.
The diggings carried out have shown that the yard
had been reconstructed three times according to
deliberate plannig during the existence of the
Hellenistic temple complex. Remains of a
structure belonging to the Achaemenid layer and
dating from the 5™-4™ cent. B.C. were brought to
light in the same sector.

The Vani Expedition (Director O. Lordki-
panidze) carried out clearing work necessary for
the preservation-restoration of the site at the lower
terrace, while the diggings of the curtain found
south-westwards of a tower recently brought to
light and of the territory lying south to the curtain
were continued at the central terrace of the site. A
section of a fortification wall adjoining the south-
eastern side of the tower was excavated. Diggings
carried out in this square afforded the
archaeologists to determine the stratigraphy of the
constructional levels and heaps formed as a result
of destruction. On the grounds of stratigraphic
data, in turn, the following order of construction
was suggested: tower (1), fragment of the masonry
adjoining the tower (2), dense crumbled
sandstone foundation (3), cobble-stone
embankment (4), inner fence of the fortification
wall built on the cobble-stone foundation (5),
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“bronze foundry” (6) and finally, the upper row of
masonry adjoining the tower (7). Excavations
were carried out on the upper terrace of the city
site in order to investigate the entrance of “store-
pit” and its adjacent area (square dg.o-€g9 Of Site Ne
214). Archaeological ditch covering an area of
some 16 m? and reaching the rocky ground, like
all excavated sections of the upper terrace,
revealed pottery belonging to the Late Hellenistic
period, while a few sockets of ambiguous
designation were found in the sandstone. Data
obtained from the excavated section of the upper
terrace allow the archaeologists to presume the
existence here of a foundry, the conjecture being
backed by the discovery of coal stock and ash-pits.

Guria Archaeological Expedition (Director
V. Sadradze) according to the agreement
concluded with the Pipeline Company of Georgia,
carried out stationary excavations to the south-east
of the Supsa terminal during 1-30"™ of October,
2000. The expedition conducted at the same time
monitoring connected with the reconstruction of
the old oil pipeline and archaeological survey in
Ozurgeti, Chokhatauri and Lanchkhuti districts.
Since traces of damaged cultural layers were
attested on the territory of reservoirs dug for oil
refinement, exploratory ditches were excavated in
order to clarify the spread of archaeological site.
Ditches dug in two sections revealed both moved
cultural layers and the remains of an intact layer of
a settlement-site. A store-room found here must
have been a light wooden structure of round or
more precisely, elliptic shape. Thus, it seems
evident that during the constructional works
carried out in the framework of the deoiling
project to the north-east of the Supsa terminal, a
site of the 6"-4™ cent. B.C. was damaged.

Hydroarchaeological Expedition (Director G.
Gamkrelidze) together with Danish colleagues
(Director Dr. B. Liven) proceeded with
archaeological survey-investigation of the sea
shelf in the vicinity of Poti and lake Paliastomi.
The expedition represents a part of the
international program aiming at location of the
ancient site of the city of Phasis (Director of the
project O. Lordkipanidze, Coordinator V. Licheli).
The expedition investigated the point where
fishermen occasionally get fragments of pottery at
the depth of 60-80 m and the expedition itself
managed to obtain a few fragments using a trawl.
Working in the same way at the site “Natekhebi”
of lake Paliastomi, the expedition ascertained the
spread of 3-8" cent. pottery in the bay of
Natekhebi on the grounds of material extracted
from the cultural layer attested under the bottom
of lake Paliastomi. The expedition surveyed the
Rioni-Pichori interfluve and discovered a few
interesting mounds.

The main field archaeological activities of the
year 2000 by the Kolkheti Archaeological
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Expedition (Director R. Papuashvili) was carried
out in the village of Qulevi (Khobi district) -the
construction area of the terminal for the shipment
of oil products. Wide-scale excavations were
conducted at the site covering an area of more
than 2.5 ha, located on a hill situated 200 m
eastward of the sea, on the right bank of the river
Khobi. The site is bordered by trenches from three
sides and by the Khobi to the south. Stratigraphy
indicates the existence of four cultural layers. The
latest layer is represented by the material coming
from the port city of Redut-Kale and is dated to
the first half of the 19" cent. Cultural layers of the
beginning of the 1* millennium B.C. are spread all
over the territory of the site and represent mainly
the remains of plastered wooden structures.The
layer revealed quantities of clay, bronze, iron and
wooden artifacts, cult objects, palaeontological
and osteological material. Layers dating from the
end of the 2™ millennium B.C. with corresponding
archaeological finds were attested at certain
sections of the site. The earliest layers belong to
the mid-2" millennium B.C. and are brought to
light at several sections of the site. Fragments of
wooden structures lacking plastering and
occasionally wooden fences were found precisely
in the above layers. Only clay objects are
characteristic of these layers, located mostly 0.5-
1.4 below the sea level.

Small diggings were conducted on the left
bank of the river Tsivi, 300-500 m south of the
confluence of the rivers Tsivi and Khobistsgali.A
site dating from the 5™-4™ cent. B.C. was brought
to light, revealing both Colchian and Greek
clayware.

Svaneti Archaeological Expedition (Director
Sh. Chartolani) proceeded with recording of
architectural planning and features of the
following Mediaeval monuments in Zemo
Svaneti: fortress of Ghuri and the annex of the
Saviour church of Laghami. In order to supervise
and check the monuments, the expedition reached
the wvillages of Latali, Mulakhi, and Ipari.
Fragments of pottery belonging to the Late
Classical period and an iron axe dating from the
Early Middle Ages, found at Ghuris Tsikhe, are
noteworthy. Excavations carried out in the
annexes of the Laghami church clarified the
terminus ante quem - the 13" cent. for the
construction of these annexes and a tower located
in their northern part.

The chronicle, based on documentary reports, was
compiled by G. Mindiashvili



