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pHMCKoOIi KoropTel — chaszanenica pasHo-
cuabHo Gizeninic peut. m Moxker OBITH
comocTaBJieHa ¢ HbIHemHeili Xaj3aHo,
ApeBHel y pexm JlempMeHaepe.

Usiportus — Issau Limen Appuaha,
no3gHee Cycapuusa, HbiHe ClopmeHe,
rapaib Ha YepHom Mope BHpaBo oOT
TpanesyHra.

Gaena parambola — kene parembole,
HOBBIH JIarephb-

Phitia u sebastopolis — HekoTopbIMH
NPU3HAIOTCA 32 Ja3CKHe  YKpeIuvIeHHsl
Hutuynr wu  Cebacromoyib; Ha  3TO
CIpaBeVyIMBO  BO3PAXKAOT, 4YTO  NpPH
coctaBiennn  Not. dign., Ha3BaHHBbIe
ropoga eme He ObLIM  NMOAYHMHEHBI
PUMJISIHOM, W BJACTh JyKa He MOIJa
3aX0auMTh Tak jganexko” (b,  o>mbgo,
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MPOTOUEPEN JIEBAH MATEIIBUWJIN,
HNBAH 2IIUTALIBUJIN

IINCBMEHHBIE HICTOYHUKHU
O «IIYTEHIECTBUAX» AIIOCTOJIOB

I'py3uHckue u  3apyOeXHbIE aBTOPEI
pacxoasTcs BO MHEHHUSX KacaTeIbHO BPEeMEHHU
1 YCIOBHM pacnpOCTpaHEHHs] XPUCTUAHCTBA B
I'py3un. CornacHo rpy3MHCKON HCTOPHYECKON
Tpaauuuu, u3 amnocroynoB ['ocnona B I'py3un
noyiBu3anuck Anapei IlepBo3Bannsbiif, CHMOH
Kanmamnt wu Mardmii. HsBectHO, dTO
npousBefeHne 1moj Ha3BaHuem «Mctopus
XO0XKJEHUH amnocTtojioB B I'py3um», 1€
YIIOMHHAETCA JaHHBIA (DakT, HE BXOJWIO B
npeBHue pykonucu «Kutus Kaptimy. Tonbko
B Hauwane XVIII Beka komuccusi «MyxXei
yueHbIXx» Baxrtanra VI Bkmoumna 3TOT
paccka3z B «Kutme mapei» B TO MecTo, Ize
omuceiBasioch <«OKutne maps Anepka», BO
BpeMSI KOTOPOTO, 10 WX MHEHHIO M COTJIACHO
TpaJuluK, anocToisl npuuu B ['pysuto [84:
31]" . BciomumM 3T0 cBejeHuE:

Cearoii Mapuu 10 KpeOuio BBIIIATIO
npornoBenioBaTh B ['py3un. Ssuics Eit Cein Ee
W BO3BECTWI  TOCHaTh Tyna  Anzapes
IlepBo3BanHoro u nath EMy Ee ukony.

CasToii ammocTot BeIten u3 Mepycanmnma u
«rpuiien B ropon Tpamnu3oH, KOTOPBIM €CTh
TOpOJT MUHTPENBCKUA W TMPOOBLT TaM Majoe
BpeMs M YBHUJAET B JKUTENSX Topojia TOTO

1 [epBoit tudpoit 0003HaUCHO HA3BAHKE TPYA,
MOCJIC JBOCTOYMS CTPaHUIA (MIIU CTPAHUIIBI) TOTO
ke Tpyaa. [locie Touku ¢ 3ansaToi Tureparypa st
CpaBHCHUSI.
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0e3yMHe CKOTCKOE W BBIHAS OTTyAa BOLIEN B
3eMJII0 KapTIMMCKYl0, KOTOpas Ha3bIBaeTCs
Benmuko#t Amkapueii 1 Havan MpOINOBEABIBATH
EBanrenme, wubo mogm ObputH  Oe3ymHee
0eCCIOBECHBIX... © MHOTO O€ll U WCKYLICHUH
MOTEpIIeNl OT HEBEPHBIX... JOKOJIE HE OOpaTHi
BCEX M HE MpHUBEN MX K BEpE... U MOCTaBHI
CBALICHHUKOB U JUAKOHOB M YCTAHOBMJ UM
MIpaBUJIa M YCTaBbl BEPHI U TOCTPOUITH LIEPKOBb
BenuKoJenHyro umenu IIpecssitoit Boropo-
IuueD . MecTHOe HacelleHHE MPOCHIIO0 OCTa-
BUTH UKOHY. «CBATOI arocton Axape crenan
JIOCKY TaKOIo € pa3Mepa, MOJOXKWI Ha Hee
UKOHY M Ha JIOCKE MIHOBEHHO M300pasmiics
JIMK ¥ OH J1aJ UM €ro.

... OH e oTmpaBWICA M Tepemen ropy,
KoTopasi HaszbiBaeTca JKenesHwlil kpecT. Ecth
CKa3aHWE, 4TO KPECT CEHl BO3JBMIKEH CaMUM
OnaxxeHHBIM AnzapeeMm. Boiins B yiiense
Onm3pxuiickoe u npuas K rpanunam Camixe,
MOCENWIICA B celle, Ha3pIBaeMoM 3azieH-ropa. U
YBUJIET arloCTONl MY»KeH TeX MEeCT, YTO OHHU
NPUHOCWIN KEPTBBI T[JIyXHMM HJIOJaM U
MOJIWJICS aIlIOCTOJ CBATON MKOHE. Y Bce maomisl
T€ M U pa3BaTwiInch. CBATON K€ amocTol
OTNpaBWIICAd OTTyJa M TMpHIIeT B AIKypH,
KOTOpBIA paHee HasbiBasica COCaHreTH, WIN
ke Cakpucu. U mocenuics Ha MecTe OJTHOM,
rae OBLT XpaM SI3BIYECKUN, KOTOPBIA HBIHE
nmenyetcst CTapoil IepKOBbIO.

...I'maBeHCTBOBana € TOrja >KECHIIWHA
HEKasl, BJIOBa, Y KOTOPOM ObLI €JIMHCTBECHHBIN
CBIH... U OH yMep B TO BpeMs . »ANOCTOI
BO3JIOKEHHEM HMKOHBI BOCKPECHJI €€ ChIHA.
«AHJIpEN...HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OCTalCi Y HUX U
HAy4YWJI UX BCAKOMY MPABUITY 3aKOHA U BEPHI
W mocTtaBui MM ENUCKOINOB, CBSIIEHHUKOB U
JMaKOHOB...M TIOJIOKWINA BEJIUKYI0 HKOHY
Ankypckorr boxueit Marepn B xpame, HBIHE
HaszpiBaeMoM Crtapas nepkosb. llocie 3toro
Anpnpeit ornpaBwicas B Hepycanmum». Ilo
MPOIIECTBUH KOPOTKOTO BPEMEHH «...PHUIIIET
OTTya BENWKUA AHApEeH ¢  APyruMu
anoctonamMu. OHM 00XOAMJIM BCE Tropoia M
cena, YYWIM M TBOPWIHM YyAeca M JOCTUTIIN
CTpaHbl KapTJIIMHCKOH. 3aTeM OHU OTIpa-
Buianch B Tao m pgocturmu peku Yopoxu u
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o0omui Bce TaMOIIHWE cela. Tak, Mpomo-
BEIys JOCTUTJIM OHU CTPaHbl CBAHETCKOM.

B Te nHu cTpaHoil TOW ympasisia
JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpas I[OBEpuia B IPOMNOBEIb
amnocTonoB. MaTduii ¢ APYrMMH Y4YEHUKAMH
ocTajcs TaM, a BeIMKHH AHIApeill BMecTe ¢
CHMOHOM BOMIENT B CTPaHy OCETHHCKYIO W
JOCTUIIIM Topoja, HaseiBaemoro docradopa,
I7Ie COBEpIIMIM BEIMKOE 4Yya0 M 00paThin
MHOXECTBO Hapoaa. OTTyAa OpULUIM OHU B
CTpaHy a0Xa3CKyld ¥ JOCTHIJIH TOpoJa
CeBacTa, KOTOpBI HBIHE Ha3bIBaeTcs LIxym.
Tam oHu mpomnoBeganu cioBo boxue u
MHOTHE YBEPOBAJIU.

Tam  OnaxxeHHbIH  AHIpeH  OCTaBUI
CuMoHa M Apyrux y4eHHKOB, a caMm IOILIeN B
Dxukeruro. Kutenm ke TOH  CTpaHbl,
JDKAKAWTBI, OBUTH 37IbIE CepAlleM WU TBOPWIN
3710, HEHAChITHBI, HeBepyroul. OHHU He
NPUHSUIM TOPOMOBEAN AamnoCToNia U PElINId
youts ero. Ho Omaromate boxwus 3amutmna
ero. YBHAEB HX JKECTOKOBBIHHOCTH U
CKOTCKMM HpaB, OH OCTaBWJI HMX M VIIE.
Moruna Cumona Kananuta Haxomurcs B
ropojge Huxocuu, wmexay AOxazuein u
Jxukueii. 160 Tam ckoHuancs cBsatod CUMOH
Kananwur.

Ceatoit  AHmpeil yTBepAMSI B  Bepe
MHUHTPENIOB 1 a0xa30B U nomies B CKupuro.» .

BriepBeie w3 3apyOeKHBIX HMCTOYHUKOB
(hakT TyTemecTBU armocTOJIOB BCIIOMHHAET
Opuren (185-254 rr.):

«Korma cBsAThIE amocTONBl M yYEHUKH
CracuTens Halllero pa3oUuIUCh 10 BCEH 3eMile,
dome mo xkpeburo gocranmace [lapdwus,
Anppero — Cxudus, Moanny — Acus, [etpy —
[lonrt, lamatus wm Budwunusa, Kannamoxus u
Acwus (97 : 45; cpaB., 185, t.R, 21, 82)».

To >xe nmoBTopsier u EBxep (ckonu. B 449
r.), enuckon Jlnonckuii: «Cmsitoi AHapei
mponoBeabIBai 1 Mojuics B Ckudum .

CornacHo CBE/ICHUSAM Ucupnopa
Hcmanuiickoro (ckoH4. B 639 T1.), AHapei
nonyunn «Ckudmuto, Iletp — Acuro, Uranmro,
lanatuto, [Tont, Kannagokuto, Budunuio» .

C Opurenom cormmaceH u  EBceBuit
Kecapuiickmii (260-340 1r.): «Korma casteie
anoctoibl W yueHMKH Cracurens HaIlero
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pazouumcb 0o Bced 3emse, Dome, 10
MPeIaHnio, JocTanack To kpedmro I[lapdwus,
Anmpeto — Ckudusa, Hoanny — Acus (oH
MOJIBU3AJICSA 31IeCh U CKoH4aics B Ddece), [letp
JKe, KaK BHHO, IPOTIOBEIOBAJI CPEIH HYJIEeB,
paccesapix B llonte, [amatim, Budwnnm,
Kanmagoknmn 1 Acuu; moa KOHEl OH Homnai B
Pum u Tam Obul pacmsT BHH3 TonoBoi. Takoe
MydYeHHe OH caM BBIOpa Jyist ceOsD» .

B rpysunckux pykommcsx X Beka (A-95,
A-144) ectp npeBHMII TPY3WHCKHHA TEpEBOJ
Hopodess Tupckoro (VI B.), B KOTOpOM
TOBOPUTCS, YTO <«AHIped oOmpaBWiCcs B
BEJMKUN TOpOJi CEBAaCTHHMIIEB, THe OBLI
pacmojoKeH Jlarephb amcapieB U Obputa peka
®azucy (82 : 367, 83:192; cpas., 45 : 223,
118:225).

Enudany Koncrantunononsckomy
(ckoru. B 780 1.) mpuHamnexar <«OKutue
Mapun» u «Kutue amocrona AnHzapes», B
KOTOPBIX aBTOP KPUTHKYET HCTOYHHKHU ITHX
JKMTHH U BOOOIIE, «CKUTHUH» allOCTOJILCKHUX. B
«Kutum AHznpes» OH MHUIIET, YTO HE JOBOIb-
CTBOBAJICS  HCIIOJB30BAaHHUEM  IHCbMEHHBIX
(Kimmmenra Pumckoro, EBarpus Cunmnwiic-
koro u Emmdana Kumpckoro) nCTOYHUKOB U
noObIBal B HEKOTOPBIX MecTax, TIae
nojBU3aJicss  anoctoid  Awnaped.  Enudan
KOHCTaHTHHOTIONBCKHIA MPUBOIUT  paccka3
cearoro Emmdana (310-403 rr.) — wmwmrtpo-
nosmta Koncraniuu u Kumpa. B atom pacc-
Ka3e TOBOPHUTCSA, 4YTO COTJIACHO TMPEeJaHUIo
OlakeHHBIN  amocTton  AHIpell  HacTaBHII
CKU(OB, COTIMHOB W TOPCHHOB B BEJIUKOM
CeBacrononuce, Tne HaxomsaTca Arcapckas
Kpenocts, ['ucckuil nmopt u pexka dasuc; tam
OOWTAIOT  WBEPUHUIBL, CYCHI, IYCTBl U
aJIaHBbl...OTIIPABUBIIKCH U3 AMHICO OH IOIIEN B
Ubepuro; mocne TOro, Kak OH HPOCBETHI
JKUTENIEH  MPUMOphs, OH  TOmeNn B
Hepycamum...ITonce Ilentakocra (T. e. mocie
natuaecatHullbl) Annpeir, Cumon Kananwr,
Matrdeti u Dapeii...npuuin B HBeputo u
®a3uc, a yepe3 Heckodbko AHeH B CycaHUIO;
TaMOIITHUE  TMOKOPWINCH  (AIOCTOIBCKOMY
yueHH10). Matdeii ¢ ydeHuKaMu ocTajcs B TeX
CTpaHax, MPOIMOBEIOBAI TaM U TBOPWII Uyieca,
CuMoH xe 1 AHApEH OTIPABHINCH B AJTaHUIO
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U TOpox dDyCTZ. Tam oHM coBepuIIH
MHOXECTBO 4yJZleC U OTIIPaBWINCH B AGasruto.
IIpuOsiB B Benmukmii CeBaCTOMOJHC, IIPOIIO-
BEIOBaJHU TaM cioBo boxue. Anapeit octaBui
tam CuMOHa M BMecTe C Yy4YCHUKaMHU
ormpasmiics B Jxuknto. Jxuku rpyOsie ou
W BapBapbl, W OHU pEIIWIM YOHTh
AHJpes...OCTaBUB UX CTpaHy, MOILIET B CTPaHy
BepxHuX cyraos (32 : 57-59; Patr. gr. t. 120,
121, 228-229, 242-244).

®akTt «IIyTELIECTBUI» arnocTojIoB
BcriomuHaeT ®deomopur Kupckuii (393-457/8
rr.). Ty rmaBy ero «llepkoBHOW wuCTOpUMY,
KOoTOpasi Kacaercss xpuctuaHuszanuu Kaptiu,
Ha Tpy3uHCckuil mnepeBen Edpem Manbrid.
CornmacHo mepeBomy, BO BpeMsl MPONOBEIH
CBATBHIX aIllOCTOJIOB, OJIUH U3 HUX «TOBOPUI O
npeObIBaHUKM Yy HAc W TMPOTOBEAU Cpelnu
aBasroB CBSITOTO arocrona Anppes
IlepBo3BaHHOIO W €ro OTIPaBICHUU B
Ananmro. M paccakaspiBajl O MyTELIECTBHUIX
ceitoro Bapdonomes Ha cesepe». Edpem
TOBOPUT 00 yKa3aHHOM B TEKCTe «ABa3rum»,
4TO 3TO «AOXa3us», 0 «ceBepe» Ke OTMEUaer,
yt0 310 «Kaptmm» . Edpem Manebrit otmeuaer,
YTO «C YYCHHEM AaloCTONBCKUM OOPOJIHCH
UOJIOMOKIOHHUKHA HE TOJNBKO Y Hacy
[Murepecusr  TonkoBanust Deomopura Ha
npopouectBa Hcaiim u Ezexumnsa. Hcaiis 66;
19: «u momurr0 W3 CHaceHHBIX OT HUX K
HapopaM: B @apcuc, k Ilyny u Jlyny,
HaTsrUBaOIUM JIyK, Kk Tybany u SIBany, Ha
JaJbHHAE OCTpoBa». PEOJOPUT TOJIKYET, UYTO
l'ocronp ckazanm CBATBIM arloCTONAM «UAWTE,
Hay4duTe Bce Hapoab». CormacHo Peoqoputy,
Ha HUX HCIIOJTHUIIOCH MIpeIbIIyIIee
IIPOPOYECTBO — OHM JTOHECTH bokecTBeHHYIO
MIpOTIOBeNb JO0 BCEX HApoIOB. Tapcuc OH
HazpiBaeT Kapkenonom, cromuny JluBum
MECTOM BCEro IUIeMeHH (yI-TUINKUHIIEB,
TyO-TUAWNALIEB, MOCOX-KallMaJOKUHUIIEB U
($yBaaI-uBEpUHIICB .

% Ccpumasich Ha Enudana KoHCTaHTHHOMOIBCKOTO H
®eonocus [Nanrpuiickoro (VI B.) C.
Kayxuumsumu roopur o r. dycre, 4To OH ObLI
PpacIioyokeH B 00JIaCTH MUCHUMHUHIIEB, WM PSIIOM C
Heil. B cBsi3u ¢ 5TUM OH BCIOMHHAET pacckas
IPEUECKHX KUTEJIeH cena AJIEKCaHAPOBCKOE
CYXyMCKOTO paiioHa — 4To 3T0 00JIaCTh IPEBHETO
¢bycra (reopruka, . IV, 4.. |, ctp. 54).
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Oeonoput Kupckuii TOIKYET TakKe TEKCT
Uesexuuns 32; 36: «Tam Memex u @yBan co
BCEM MHOXECTBOM CBoOUM...». CormacHo
deoopuTy «hyBamammu Ha3bIBAIOTS
WBEPHUHUIII, MEIIICXaMH - KalaJ0KUUIIBD .

Heszexumns 38; 1-1: «M ObUIO KO MHE
cioBo ['ocmomHe: CBIH 4enoBedueckmii! oOpatn
nuue TBoe K l'ory B 3emse Maror, KHS310
Poma, Memexa u dyBana, ¥ U3pEKU HA HETO
MPOPOYECTBO. M CKAXH: TaK TOBOPHUT [ ocroas
Bbor: Bor, 51 - Ha TebOsg, I'or, kHs3p Poria,
Memmexa u ®ysana! Y moBepHy T€0s1, U BIOXKY
yAWua B YEIIOCTH TBOM, W BEIBEAy TeOS U Bce
BOMCKO TBOE, KOHEHl W BCAJHHUKOB, BCEX B
MOJTHOM BOOPYKCHWH, OOJBLIOE TMONYHIIC, B
OpOHSIX M CO IIUTaMH, BCEX BOOPYKCHHBIX
Meuamu, IlepcoB, Edwmormsa u JluBmiinieB c
HUMH, BCEX CO IIMTaMHU U B IUIeMax, ['omepa
co BceMH oOTpsiiamu ero, nom @orapma, OT
MPENIeIOB CeBepa, CO BCEMHU OTPAJaMH €ro,
MHOTHE Hapomel ¢ TOOo. ['oTOBBCA W
CHapsoKaiics, Thl M BCE IOJYUINA TBOH,
coOpaBmmecst Kk Tede, U Oyap UM BoxaeM...U
CKa3all: B TOCJIETHUE TOJbl Thl TPUACIIHL B
3eMITI0, H30aBJICHHYIO OT Me4a, COOPaHHYIO W3
MHOTMX HaponoBy». TonkoBanue deogopura:
«l"or u Maror ckudckue iemeHa, o Memiexe
TOBOPST, YTO OHM Kamnmnajgokuiipl, dyBan —
WBEPUIIIBI, «pOC» Ha A3BIKE THUBApPEHOB
O3HaYaeT TOJIOBY; AKWia Takke OOBACHSIET
«pOCY» Kak «roJioBy Metmexa» .

«'oMepoM co BceMH OTpSIaMHU €ro»
He3exuniib Ha3bIBa€T rajiaToB, OM (OrapMbl
(Bapmant ®orapmoc) — ¢ppuruiius . Peogoput
Kupckuit nemaer BBIBOJ, UYTO K «JIOMY
(dorapmMbD) IpUHAJIEKAT U UBEPUHIIBI|.

Cornacno Huxkudopy Kammcry, cBaroi
AHJIpelt oTIpaBUJICS. HA MPONOBEAb B CTPAHBI,
KOTOpBIE €My JOCTINCh 10 KpeOHro:
Kamnanoxus, ['anatus u Budunus — orryna
OH OTIpaBWICA K aHTpomnodaram M ckudam
(rmocme aToro AHapel momam B 3Ty CTpaHy...
3emuss Kanmagokuu, [amatuun u Budwunun
BhITIAJIA €MY I10 JKPEOWIO W MPUIIET B 3€MIIIO,
KOTOPYIO HEKOTOPBIE  HAa3bIBAIOT  3eMiiei
JIIOZI0€I0B, HEKTOPBIE — MTyCThIHEW CKU(OB) .

Codponuii, xxuBmuii Bo Bpemsa Meponnma
(IV B.), mepeBen Ha TIpeUyeCKUil HECKOIBKO
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TPYIOB STOr0 OTIHa M B TOM YHCIE, Kak
IyMawT, KaTajor [MHCATENIe  JTyXOBHOM
JTUTEpaTyphl, K 4eMy OH I00aBHI IMOXOXHH
Marepuanr W o0 amocTojaX. B aToM
M00aBJICHUM 4YHWTaeM, YTO CBATOM AHIpei
nporoBeoBan B Ckuduu, Cormmane u B
BenukoM Tropone CeBacromonuce, B CaHCOHE,
panom ¢ Dazucom, B Konxeru®,

O comoABMXHUKE W CIyTHHKE AHApes
[lepBo3Bannoro, Matdum, Bo BTOpOil HacTu
COUYHMHEHHUS Heponuma YUTAEM:
«Mard¢uii...nponoBenan EBanrenue Bo BTopoi
Ednommn  (Komxetm), Thme — Haxomsarcs
Arncapckasi KpenocTb U XBHUCCKUH MOPT...TaM
OH CKOHYAJICS U MOXOPOHEH TaM K€ JI0 CEro
TH (45 : 224).

Hukure Ilandaronckomy mpHHAIIEKUT
npornoBens cBAtoro Amnzapes: «Tebe ke,
CBATOM  AHApeW, Jaenarenb JOCTONHBIN,
MIPU3HAK UCTUHHON OTBAru, HETIOKOJICONMBIHN B
TBEPJIOCTH, XpaOPOCTh TEPIICHUS U CKaJa CKall
U mociue XpUCTa YTBEPXKICHUE IIEPKBU
HEMoKoNeOnMoe, CeBep JI0CTAaeTCs B YJell,
WBEPHI, CABPOMATHI M CKU(BI U BCAKUN TOPOI U
ceino, Haxojsmmecss Ha ceBepe lloHta
EBKCHHCKOTO, a TaKXKe PaCHONIOKEHBI Ha IOTe)
(Patrol. gr., t. CV, col. 64). Oto cBeneHue
Huxuter @unocoda rpeuaercs u B «Kutun
Iletpa MaiioMuiickoro», B KOTOpPOE OHO,
corinacHo MB. JIkaBaxumBuin, BHeceHO B IX
BEKE.

Cenenne, MOATBEPKAAIOIICE MMPOIIOBEIH
Annpes IlepBosBanHoro B ['py3mm, BcTpe-
yaetcst B «OKutuu ['eoprus Cesitoropuay, rue
B omucaHuu cropa ['moprust Cesitoropma ¢
AHTUOXUUCKUM  TATPHAPXOM  TOBOPHUTCS:
«CBaTol  BHagpika, Tbhl T[OBOPHUIIb, YTO
Boccenaemb Ha kKadenpe Iletpa, riaBbl
amocTOJIOB, MBI K€ 4YacTh Opara ero
[IEPBO3BAHHOTO, WM OOpalleHHbIE W TMPOC-
BeTJieHHble. OIWH U3 CBATHIX JABEHAALATH
amocTojioB — roBopio o Cumone Kamanmte —
norpe0eH B CTpaHe Hailei, AOXa3nuu, KoTopas
Ha3biBaeTcsi HuKOCHMS W MBI IIPOCBETIICHBI

¥ M. TamMapamrBuIi OMMpaeTCs Ha CIey IONuit
ucrounuk: Tillemont, ,,Memoires pour serviaz a
I” histore ecclestique”, Paris., 1701, 11,p. 319, cf.



Lodyfmgmim—tonbymizinmy_ gugribz—n |5 O[1Ob T Ofl

NS

Scientific-Historical Journal SVETITSKHOVELI

3TUMU CBSITBIMHU anoctojamu...CBAToM
BIIaAbIKa, Tomobaer, YTo O TPU3BAHHBIN
MOKOPWJICA Tpu3BaBIIeMy, wu00 momobaeT
[lerpy mokopuTcs mMpu3BaBLIEMY €ro Opary
AHJpero, ¥ 9TO OBl BB TOKOPHIIACH HAM)) .
Wrak, OpureH, EBxep, Hcumop
Ucnanuiickuii, EBceBuit Kecapuiickuii apea-
JoM «myTteniecTBui» Aunpes [lepBozBaHHOTO
HazpBatoT Ckudwuro; v Jopodess Tupckoro u
Codponuss k 3TOoMy no0aBisercs Armcapoc
peka @aszuc u Cesacromomnuc; y Enudanus
KoHCTaHTHHOIIONBECKOTO (ommmpasich Ha
Emmdanns Kumpckoro) BCTPEUAIOTCS
«cormustHe, Mocxu B BenmukoM  CeBac-
TOTIONHCE», ATcapckas KpemocTh, XHCCKHN
mopt W peka Paszuc, ¢ IKUBYINIUMH TaM
JOABMU (MBEPHUHLIBI, CYChl, (yCThI, ajaHsbl...);
®eonopur Kupckuii B 3TO mpocTpaHCTBO
BBIIUT «aBa3roB» (Mo ToikoBaHWio Edpema —
«Abxa3us»), Ocetnro u «cesep» (o Edpemy

Manomy — «Kaptim»), MecTo NOABHKHH-
yectBa Bapdomomes; Huxudop Kammer
Ha3bIBACT - Kanmagoxwuro, T"anatwro,

Bupuanro u Ckudwmro; Hukura Iladmna-
TOHCKHI J00aBIsSIET K 3TOMY CaBpOMATOB,
TaBpPOB U BCEX TEX, KOTOPBIE «HAXOMASATCS Ha
ceepe Ilonta EBKCHHCKOrO a Tak e
PACIIONIOKEHBI Ha OTe.
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Book Description:

Georgia is located in the south of the
Caucasus, between the Black and Caspian
Seas. The history of its statehood counts
back almost 3,500 years, and that of
Christianity, 2,000 years. The Mother of
God is considered the principal protector
and intercessor of Georgia since the
country was first allocated to her to preach
in. Though later, on the will of God, she
gave her icon to the Holy Apostle St.
Andrew and dispatched him to preach
Gospel in Georgia.

St. Andrew preached in different parts of
Georgia. St. Andrew preached Gospel
together with St. Simon of Canaan in
western Georgia, who was buried in
Komani Village, Georgia. Another Apostle
St. Matthias was also buried in Georgia. He
preached in the south-western part of the
country and was buried in Gonio, nearby
Batumi. According to the oldest scripts,
holy Apostles Bartholomew and Thaddeus
also visited East Georgia and preached
Gospel there.

The Georgian Church has been founded by
the Holy Apostles. Their journeys and
preaches are scripted in the Georgian
Chronicles, also by Greek and Latin
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archaeological materials dated back to I-111
cc. S.t Ireneous of Lyon mentions lberians,
i.e. Georgians, among Christians in Il
century.

It was in that period, during the reign of
King Mirian and Queen Nana (IV century),
that Christianity was announced the state
religion in East Georgia thanks to the
efforts of St. Nino, Equal-to-the-Apostles.
This marked a new stage in the history of
the country. The bishop, priests, and
deacons sent by the Byzantine Emperor
Constantine the Great baptized the people
and blessed local clergy. St. Nino of
Capadoccia was a close relative of St.
George. According to the advice of St
Nino, the foundation of the first church of
the Twelve Apostles, Svetitskhoveli, where
the Mantle of the Prophet Elijah and the
Chiton of Christ were buried, was laid
there. Svetitskhoveli Patriarchate Cathedral
is the spiritual centre of Georgia. The
Cathedral manifests immortality of our
nation and culture. After official adoption
of Christianity, Emperor Constantine and
Queen Elena sent a piece of the Holy
Cross, and the board onto which the Savior
stood while crucifixion, and two nails, and
the Savior’s icon.

The Georgian Church dates baptizing of the
Georgians and preaching Gospel to our
land back to 326 AD. The fact is confirmed
by historian Sozomone of Salaman (V
century). According to “The Church
History” by Sozomone of Salaman, the
Georgians were officially baptizing after
the First World Ecclesiastic Council in
Nicaea (325 AD). (Imprint: Troitsa)

https://www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product i

authors, for instance Origuene (lI-111 cc),
Bishop Dorotheus of Tire (IV c), Bishop
Epiphan of Cyprus (IV c), Nikita of
Paphlagon (IX c¢), Ecumen (X c), etc.
Holy Apostle preaches left a significant
path. Existence of Christian communities
and churches have been proven by

nfo.php?products%20id=44212https://www.novapu
blishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?products%2
0id=44212&0sCsid=9d08ea3605ba544719988237¢e
802747
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METROPOLITAN ANANIA JAPARIDZE

ASHORT HISTORY OF THE
GEORGIAN CHURCH

Translated from a Georgian
by Bakar Matsaberidze
and Marina Samkharadze

Concise History of the Georgian Church
Introduction

Dear beloved children in Christ, we shall
praise the Lord with our every word and work
as He gave us life, created the havens and
earth, mankind, nations and peoples.

According to the Holy Scriptures, from
the very beginning the mankind represented
one people, one ethnos with one spoken
language — “Now the whole world had one
language and a common speech.” (Gen. 11.1),
after the destruction of the Tower of Babylon
though, God wished that the Earth be
populated not by one but multiple nations,
[and] [there] be in existence multiple
languages/tongues. According to the Holy
Gospel that was the way how the first peoples
emerged. Each nation was awarded its own
piece of Earth called motherland. At the same
time, the people/human beings were charged
with obligation/responsibility/duty of taking
care of it, defending it from enemies. First
states were established, their inhabitants were
considered fellow countrymen to each other
(i.e. relatives - in old Georgian), being friends
and allies. Devotion to a nation and sacrifice
with one’s life for a nation was considered a
fine deed to God because this was a fruit of
love, and God is love. The Holy Gospel says
itself: “Greater love has no one than this, that
he lay down his life for his friends”
(John15.13). From the very beginning the
ancient Georgians, our soul-blessed ancestors,
were distinguished by their love to motherland
and by their allegiance to each other. The very
first book of mankind - the Bible itself
provides us with accounts about them.

As known, only one man’s - Noah’s
family survived the Big Flood and the sons of
Noah — Shem, Ham and Japheth laid basis for
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the entire mankind. According to accounts by
the great commentators of the Bible — Joseph
Flavius and others, ancestors of Georgians also
were mentioned among the sons of Japheth:
Tubal, Meshech and also son of Homer
Togarmah. The descendants of Japheth are as
follow:  “The sonst of Japheth: Gomer,
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech and
Tiras. The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath
and Togarmah.” (Gen. 10, 2-3). The great
prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel also provide
various significant accounts on this issue.

S. Janashia’s concept is as follows:
“About 6,000 years ago, the peoples of the
same ethnicity lived on the vast territories of
both the Front Asia and South Europe
(Balkans, Apennines and Perinea Peninsulas).
Later, the living area of these peoples was
gradually diminishing — these were the
ancestors of the Georgians.” In 2000 B.C. the
ancient Georgians besides the Caucasus also
lived in Minor Asia and in the North part of
the Mesopotamia and created various
prominent states.

The most glamorous among the ancient
Georgian states was Colkheti. Homer and
many other poets of the ancient world were
glorifying/praising it, but the history is
unpredictable and in 800 B.C. Colkheti was
invaded by Cimmerians, a very strong people,
tribes from the steppes beyond the Northern
Caucasus; first they devastate Kingdom of
Colkheti, and then they conquered many states
in the South all the way up to Israel. Entire
Asia was trembling in front of them. The
victorious Cimmerians forced out the large
part of populations of Colkheti and other
conquered states to fight and conquer other
peoples in the South. This fighting was the
great resettlement of peoples from the North
up to Israel. This event was depicted in the
Holy Bible, as well. And, Lord said/comman-
ded through His prophet: “I will summon all
the peoples of the north and my servant
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares
the LORD, “and I will bring them against this
land and its inhabitants and against all the
surrounding nations. | will completely
destroyt them and make them an object of
horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin.”
(Jeremiah, 25. 9). The Great Conquest of the
Northern peoples towards Israel turned out to
be God’s will. According to the commentators
of the Bible, peoples of “Meshech and Tubal”
(Georgians) were among those that the people
of Gog (Cimmerians) forced to fight jointly in
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the South, they even reached the Mountains of
Israel. They won and for some time dominated
there which was prophesized by King David —
this was depicted in the Psalms. [Ps.
119(120)5; Bible 1989, pg. 555]. Who were
the Mosokhs (Meshechs), whose dwellings
became those countries located in the North
from the Holy Land?

The author of the VI c. B.C. and of the era
of Prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Hecathos of
Millet writes: ‘“Mosokh is a Colchis tribe”
(Essays, I, pg. 395), so the mentioned Mosokhs
are those Colchis that were forced by
Cimmerians to fight from the North to the South.
The forcibly displaced military aristocracy of the
Colchis established a new state in South that the
ancient Georgian source “Enlightening of Kartli”
calls “Arian-Kartli”. The foreigners call it also
Ancient Iberia. According to the Holy
Gospel/Scripture, soon enough the Lord’s will
was, the Georgians that were resettled to the
South, return to the Caucasus. Ezekiel even cites
Lord’s words, said about the peoples that came
from the North frontiers — and say: ‘This is what
the Sovereign LORD says: | am against you, O
Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. | will
turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and
bring you out with your whole army—your
horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great
horde with large and small shields, all of them
brandishing their swords. Persia, Cush and Put
will be with them, all with shields and helmets,
also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth
Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—
the many nations with you. (Ezekiel 38, 3-6).

According to the Holy Gospel, the
resettlement of northern peoples to the South
and then their return back, was a part of the
great plan of the Lord, so that the Northern
peoples would recognize the true God who
wished not death/demise and elimination of
peoples but rather teaching them —‘1 will
make known my holy name among my people
Israel. 1 will no longer let my holy name be
profaned, and the nations will know that | the
LORD am the Holy One in Israel.” (Ezekiel
39. 7) or — “In days to come, O Gog, I will
bring you against my land, so that the nations
may know me when | show myself holy
through you before their eyes.” (Ezekiel 38.
16). The commentators of the Bible, among
them Evsevi Caesarian/Caesarean, called
Father of the history of Church, and Thedorite

Kvireli, the best student of St. John the
Chrysostom, in their explanations wrote that
God fulfilled His Will for the Georgian tribes
to come back [to the Caucasus -transl.]
through the hands of Nabuchodonosor, the
King of Babylon: “Nabuchodonosor, who was
stronger than Heracles, collected his warrior
army, reached country of Iberia, obtained victory
over them, devastated and subordinated them. He
resettled one part of them to the right side of the
Ponto Sea” (Georgica I, 1961, pg.30). Evsevi of
Caesarean shared this information based on
Megasthene, a historian of the IV-Ill cc B.C.
Thus, in VI-IV cc B.C. somewhere in the South
there existed a state/country of Georgians —
Old/Ancient Iberia (lveria), part of the people of
which was sent to get resettled back to their
homeland/motherland, to historic Colchis, and
precisely/in particular, “to the East of Ponto
(Black Sea)”, ie. on the territory of
contemporary Georgia, where local Georgians
obviously lived prior to that. After having the
political centers moved back to Caucasus, a
county grew in power and there was created the
first united Georgian state in the Caucasus in V-
Il cc BC. The founder of this state was King
Parnavaz according to “The Life of Kartli”. The
population consisted of one ethnos with one state
and one language. The local population of this
country — Egrizs (Megrels), Guruls, Svans,
Margvels (afterwards — Imerels); Her-Kakhs,
Kartlels and others — was one people. Movses
Khorenatsi, an ancient Armenian historian of the
Nabuchodonosor’s times, wrote about them:
“The settlers at the cost of the Ponto Sea (settlers
to the North from the Ancient/Old “Iberia”)
multiplied and became quite a big tribe” (History
of Armenia, p 107).

Prior to 400-300 BC, the Kingdom of
Parnavaz that was established with the help of
Kuji Eristavi of Egrisi, consisted of 8
Saeristavos: Egrisi, Argveti, Kakheti, Khunani,
Samshvilde, Tsunda, Odzrkhe, and Clarjeti.
The Georgian state was uniting both
geographical parts of the country — the East
and the West; it was called “Kingdom of
Kartli”. Parnavaz “spread the Georgian
language/tongue and no other language/tongue
was spoken within Kartli besides/but that of
Georgian and this created Georgian writing”
(The Life of Kartli, I, pg. 26).

After the Ascension of our Lord, on the
day when the Holy Spirit came upon the
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Disciples, they were given ability to speak
those languages in which they were supposed
to preach. St. Andrew was given ability to
speak Georgian. Holy Theotokos sent him to
her partaken country of Iberia, i.e. Georgia.

In the VI century Assyrian Fathers came
to Georgia (from Syria). They preached on the
Georgian language and served and prayed to
Lord on the Georgian language. In their
biography it is indicated, that they didn’t speak
Georgian language before, but as soon as they
were blessed to preach in distant Georgia, the
Holly Spirit gave them ability to speak this
language, just like Holly Apostles were given
ability to speak different languages.

In the IX c. in the monastery on the Holy
Mountain of Olympus (Ulumbos) in Greece,
Georgian monks worshiped and praised the
Lord in Georgian language, but the Greeks
prohibited the Georgian monks to pray in
Georgian. The Most Holy Theotocos appeared
to the Greek head of the monastery and
commanded: “Whoever do not mercy them,
they are my enemies”. Georgian language was
pleasant to the Theotocos. (The Life of Illarion
the Georgian, Chrestomathy 1949, pg. 172).

At the end of the X c. the Holy Theotokos
appeared to the dying young Ekvtime of Athos
(who had forgotten the Georgian language),
cured his illness and told him: “Raise, do not
be afraid and speak Georgian fluently freely”.
Since then the Georgian words were flowing
from him “like spring water”.

It was mentioned, thanks to the efforts of
the Holy Theotokos, Georgian nation have
been praising the Lord for thousands of years
in Georgian language that was implemented in
Georgia by St. Andrew as a language of
worship of Lord.

1°* Period of the History of the Georgian
Apostolic Church,
I Century
(From Holy Apostles — to Ruis-Urbnisi
Council)

The Georgian Church is undeta-
chable/ultimate part of the world (universal)
Church; therefore, its history is part of the
history of the world Church.

History of Georgian Church is a consisting
part of the history of Georgian nation. In the
past, Georgian Church always used to be the
guiding force of the spiritual life of Georgian
nation. As St. Illia the Righteous
(Chavchavadze) said: “Georgian Church
always used to take good care of the nation and
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it never let the glory of the nation be forgotten”
(I. Chavchavadze, Vol. Il, p.180).

The Georgian Church is rightfully called
“Orthodox Church of Georgia”; but since the
ancient times, it also has been called
“Georgian Apostolic Church” because it was
established by the Apostles of Christ.In the
old-time Georgia the works and preaching of
St. Andrew and other Apostles were regarded
as infinite truth.

In modern times, especially in the
beginning of the 20™ century, a fact that St.
Andrew preached in Georgia was declared
being a legend. One of the arguments of those
in denial was that in their opinion, Iberia was
an insignificant country and could not attract
attention of the Apostles. In reality though,
from the 3" decade of the 1 century including
the 60s of the 2™ century, i.e. during the
Apostolic era, Iberia in fact was a strong state
that included entire South Caucasus. The
Roman historians — Tacitus, Dion Cassius and
others, with pleasure were devoting parts of
their works to description of the full-blooded
life of Iberia. The medieval Europeans better
knew Iberia of antigue times than
contemporary Georgia of their times. The old
historians’ references on Iberia are confirmed
by archeological studies of different parts of
Georgia.

After Ascension, the Apostles drew a lot
as to who should go where to preach.
According to “The Life of Kartli” (a historical
source of VIII-IX cc) *, Theotokos casted lot
for Georgia to go to preach; but by Will of her
Son and our Lord, Theotokos sent Andrew the
Apostle instead® and gave him her Not Made
By Hand icon. St. Andrew the Apostle not
only did enlighten Georgians, but also
established the first Eparchy in town Atskuri,
appointed the bishop and left several priests
and deacons; in fact this was an establishment
of the Georgian Church with its own hierarchy.

On his next journey to Georgia, St.
Andrew the Apostle brought other Apostles
with him as well. In particular, on his third
journey he brought with him Apostles Simon
of Canaanite [better known as Simon the
Zealot] and  Matthias.  Epiphane  of

* Medieval historic chronicles of statehood of
Georgia by Leonti Mroveli (Transl.)

® Since it was time for her to leave the world
(Transl.)
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Constantinople (8" century) provides us with
this information.

Based on Greek sources, Ephrem the
Syrian wrote that Bartholomew the Apostle
preached Gospel in our country. The same is
supported by Archangelo Lamberti; and one of
the Slavic sources of the 16™ century considers
Georgian Church being established by St.
Thomas the Apostle.

According to another historical source, St.
Thaddeus the Apostle also preached in
Georgia.

Not only Apostles out of the 12, but also
out of the 70 visited and preached in Georgia.

Thus, 6 out of 12 Apostles preached in
Georgia, in particular: Andrew the First-Called,
Simon of Canaanite, Matthias, Bartholomew,
Thomas and Thaddeus. The burial sites of two of
these Apostles are still in Georgia: Simon of
Canaanite — in Akhali Atoni and Matthias — near
Batumi, in the Castle of Gonio.

Any Church established by Apostles,
irrespective to/no matter its location, is
considered as autocephalous. Therefore,
Georgian Church was autonomous from its
establishment.

2" Century

Just like in the Roman Empire,
Christianity did not become state religion in
Iberia in the 1 — 2" centuries, but it
strengthened and spread gradually instead.

The source of 8" century — “Torture of Abo
Thileli” — writes that the Georgians were
Christians since the 2™ and 3" centuries. This is
also proved by archeological studies. For
instance, the archeologists found trace of
existence of Christian population prior to St.
Nino, in Georgia: Christian burial sites in
different parts of Mtskheta and Christian church
from 2™-3" c.c. in Nastakis (this ancient city was
located at the foot of the castle Ksani). The
existence of the 2™ -3" century Church as well
as of the Christian burial rites of the same time,
confirms the opinion that organization of the
Christian ~ Church  in  Georgia  existed
unceasingly/continuously from the 2™ -3"
centuries (from the Apostolic era) till the
preaching of St. Nino (4" ¢.). We should assume
that the Georgian Christian communities of that
period were quite influential, too. This

assumption we could make based on the reform
of King Rev the Rgghteous.

During the 1" to 3" c.c. Georgia used to be
a polygon of missionary work (according to the
Greek and Latin historians) and was not lacking
attention from the Christian centers of the world.
One of the references is as follows: “The part of
Iberia that is locates at the Ponto Sea and is
called Colkhida, received the Gospel through St.
Clement, preaching during the times of the
Emperor Trajan. St. Clement was exiled to that
area” (I. Tabaghua, Georgia in European
Archives and Book-Reserves, I, 171).

And, Irineos considered that the Georgians
(Iberians), that are called Colkhs (named after
the geographical area), received Christianity
earlier than the Roman Emperor Trajan (98-
117) came to the power. According to the same
reference, those Georgians that lived in the
Caucasus Mountains towards the Caspian Sea
(meaning population of Eastern Georgia),
received Christianity much later. This refe-
rence is in conformity with “Life of Kartli”,
according to which Megrels (Colkhs) and
Klarjs (population of South-West Georgia)
were the first among Georgians that received
Christianity.

At about 150 AD, St. Justine was claiming
that there was no corner left in the world, even
among barbarian peoples, where population
did not pray for Crucified Jesus. The same idea
is expressed by Irineos, as well (1. Tabaghua,
Georgia in European Archives and Book-
Reserves, 1, 171-172). Even more so, the
missionary work could not possibly avoid
Iberia which was a powerful state from the 3"
decade of the 1% c. throudgh the 60-ies of the 2™
c. During the 1% and 2" c.c. the three states —
Rome, lberia and Parthia were competing for
the wvast territories in the South of the
Caucasus. lberia was so strong that it could
have defeated State of Parthia without
Romans’ help. And, Iberia did defeat Parthian
army several times. Therefore, Rome was
fearful of Iberia becoming too strong. In the 3-
5" decades of the 2™ c., the King of Kartli was
P’arsman II, who also was called P’arsman the
Charitable. “During the reign of P’arsman I,
Kartli seems to fight quite openly against
Rome and attempts to expel it from Colkhida
and other neighboring places. At the same
time, it does not seek support from Parthia.
The rulers of Kartli... seem openly oppose both
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Rome and Parthia at the same time” (G.
Melickishvili, Georgia in the 1% -3 cc AD,
Chronicles of Georgian History, I, 1970, 510).

The Emperor Adrian was trying to
improve the relations with King of Georgians
but P’arsman would not compromise.
P’arsman haughtily declined the Emperor’s
invitation and did not travel to Rome. Adrian
sent to the Georgian King the most (than to
anyone else-transl.), enormous quantity of rich
presents, writes Ellius Sparthian, the
biographer of the Emperor.

During the reign of the next emperor —
Anthon Pious (133-161), P’arsman II traveled
to Rome with his wife and large entourage,
where he was given a festive reception.
According to Dion Cassius, the Emperor
“expanded his [P’arsman’s] reign”. It appears,
Rome not only recognized already existing
borders of Iberia but also added to it other
territories located at the Black Sea coast and in
Armenia. The honorable Georgian guest was
provided an opportunity to bring sacrifice it the
Capitolium. The Emperor attended the military
exercises of P’arsman, his son and other
Georgian noblemen.

P’arsman’s statue on a horse was erected
in Rome. According to Julius Capitoline, the
biographer of Antonius Pious, P’arsman’s visit
in Rome was considered as expression of his
respect to the Emperor.

The visit of P’arsman had resonance of
such a magnitude in Rome that it was
documented on the first page by the City
Chronicles as witnesses the marble plate
discovered in the old shipyard in Rome.

As it is apparent from above mentioned, in
the Apostolic era, in the 1% and 2" c.c.,
Georgia was a strong and powerful state with
expanded borders, wealth, famous, advanced
with its economy, and with highly developed
public relations. Therefore, it is hard to
imagine that it would not have attracted
attention of the Apostles and missionaries.

3" Century

Missionary work of the preachers of
Gospel in Iberia continued well in the 2™ and
3" centuries. The appearance of the first
Christian communities there occurred, as lvane
Javakhishvili dates, precisely in the first half of
the 3™ century. With the expansion of the
territory the influence of the Christian tribes
grew as well. The reform by Rev the
True/Righteous lays basis to conclude that at
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that time the influence of the Word of Christ
reached the royal CIoalace/court.

In the 3™ century, the Emperor
Galien/Galion issued an order acknowledging
Christianity in 261. Same did the King of
Iberia Rev the True/Righteous (deceased 213)
half century ahead of Galion. This king loved
Christ and listened to the Gospel. He was a
merciful and assistant to all, although stayed
pagan. Only the 3™ century emperors banned
bloody sacrificing to the pagan gods in Rome.
Official ban of sacrifices at the state-level was
possible much earlier in Georgia. “This noble
act is regarded to Rev the True/Righteous by
an old historical source” (G. Gozalishvili, A
Problem in Enlightening of Kartli and Bakur,
pg38). .

Archeological findings also prove existence
of Christian communities in the 2™ and 3" c.c. in
Georgia. On the existence of Christian church in
Nastakisi Valley A. Bokhochadze writes as
follows: “There has been stronger settlement too
in early medieval centuries in Nastakisi Valley,
which is proved by archeological remains of
buildings at the site of the settlement. Living
quarters consisted of various rooms and one
large chamber. In such buildings one room used
to be a small church — with distinct “absid’
[archit. sanctuary/altar of semi-circle form] and
narthex. At that time Christianity is not yet
proclaimed as an official state religion, it is still
illegal and seems finding refuge in
living/residential quarters/buildings. And, this
fact is of great importance in studying the history
of Christian religion in the Kingdom of Kartli”.

It is interesting based on what principle
was the church organized? Certainly, the
Christians, living in the 2" and 3" century
Georgia, needed clergy/clerics/priests/??/ as it
is impossible to carry out baptism, communion
and other Christian rites without having them.

First must be noted, that the Christian
communities in different cities or within
different parts of a city did not have any
hierarchy in regards to each other. Although
there were bishops, there was no united, entire-
country-inclusive Christian Church with one
center and uniformed/united/??/ governance.
But, there were bishops as well. Hereby we
note that in apostolic era and beyond, the
functions of a priest was conducted by a
bishop, and a priest was called a bishop.

Thus, we could conclude that Christian
Church and parish (Christian communities)
were existed continuously from the 1% c. to the
4™ c. It was precisely within this period that
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the fruitful grounds were prepared to crown St.
Nino’s mission to Georgia with success.

4™ Century

Proclamation of Christianity as a state
religion in the 4™ century was neither
unexpected, nor brought from an outside or
was an imposed act; it was rather founded on
three-century-long local Christian tradition. St.
Nino would have had difficulty in enlightening
the entire Georgian population had not had the
Apostles prepared the nation for publicly
proclaiming Christianity. This point of view
had been reflected in St. Nino’s life as well,
whereas the Lord announces to St. Nino that”
there is much to be harvested, and few are the
laborers” (Mathew 9.37, Luke 10.20), which
means that the seeds of Gospel planted by the
Apostles through centuries have had prepared
the people for overall Baptism.

The most ancient Georgian source that
describes  enlightenment of Kartli is
“Enlightening of Kartli”. It consists of two
parts. The 1% part deals with historic chronicles
and the 2™ part is a Church reading of St.
Nino’s Life. The 1 part of the “Enlightening”
— historic chronicles, is written in different
times. And, St. Nino’s Life, independently
from the previous part, must be written in the
4™ century. According to this edition, it is
apparent that it was recorded in town Bodi
(Bodbe) by Salome Ujarmeli and Perozhavra
Sivnieli directly from the words of St. Nino.
Although three big historians — N. Mari, Iv.
Javakhishvili, K. Kekelidze are dating this
story as of the 9" century, we have no grounds
not to believe the source and, therefore, must
take it as the true one. An interesting fact
confirms this: In the second half of the 4"
century, Bakur, still a prince, son of Trdati,
and grandson of Salome and Rev (son of King
Mirian) was in Byzantine. He told the story of
enlightening of Georgians to Gelasi of
Caesarea and Rufinus, well-known Byzantine
historians. This story, in its own ways, is a
short version of the “St. Nino’s Life”.

Gelasi of Caesarea described the story of
enlightening of Georgia in his “History of
Church”. Unfortunately, this piece is believed to
be lost, but information about it was saved in
works of authors of later time. The oldest among
them is a Roman historian Rufinus (reposed in

410). He translated and included in his work the
story of Gelasi of Caesarea on enlightenment of
Georgians. Using Rufinus as a reference, this
story is also narrated in “History of Church” by
Socrates (born in 380), a Greek historian of the
5" century. The story of enlightenment of
Iberians was told under the same title by
Theodorite Kvireli (born in 390), another Greek
historian of the second half of the 5™ century.
The story of enlightenment of Kartli is also told
by one more Greek church historian — Sozomen.
He directly used Rufinus as a reference. 5"
century Greek historian Gelasi Kvizikeli also
used Gelasi Caesarea’s “History”.

“History” by Gelasi of Caesarea, used as a
reference by Greek-Roman historians at the
end of 4" century, was written some % century
later from enlightenment of Kartli. Gelasi of
Caesarea’s reference to the fact that he had
learned the story on enlightenment of
Georgians from one of the representatives of
the Royal Palace of Iberia — Bakur, is of the
utmost importance.

From here we can conclude, that the
ancient Georgian source that tells us about
enlightenment of Georgians, is written by
Salome Ujarmeli in the 4™ century. It is
possible, that Bukur used this very source in
discussions with Greek historians.

Which year did St. Nino arrive to Georgia
and did she or not enlighten the entire
Georgian people? The convincing answer to
this question was given be the Holy Fathers at
the Ruisi-Urbnisi Church. In their decree they
wrote that even though St Nino enlightened
Georgia, St Andrew propagated even before.
This interesting issue was studied and very
convincingly elucidated by a historian
Vakhtang Gioladze. According to his
argument, St. Nino arrived to Georgia in 303.
The Georgian Royal court declared
Christianity as a state religion in 317-318, and
the people was massively baptized in 324.

It is of great importance that Vakhushti
Bagrationi dated enlightenment of Kartli at
317. The same point of view was shared by D.
Bakradze and Iv. Gvaramadze. Year 318 was
considered as a year of enlightenment of Kartli
also by P. loseliani, G. Sabinin, and R.
Tsamtsiev.

G. Goiladze considers 324 as a year of
tonsure/??/ of the Head/Primate of Georgian
Church — Bishop John. He thinks that the
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origin of the Georgian Church is not
Antiochian, but of Cappadocian (of Pontos
Diocese).

This argument is very convincing.
Therefore, the date that Vakhushti Bagrationi’s
elucidation  should be restored and
enlightenment of Kartli be dated at 317-318,
whereas the organization of Georgian Church
and baptism of the people be dated at 324-26.

The united Georgia Church was
established in IV century. Accordgin to the
Ruisi-Urbnisi  Council, to the Georgian
Church’s jurisdiction belonged wide pieces of
land in western and eastern Georgia. As it was
indicated by the Coucil, St Andrew was
propagated not only in just one region of
Georgia, instead, he visited the whole Georgia.
And St Nino enlightened the population of not
only one region of Georgia, but a population of
the Georgia as a whole. According to this
Council, a jurisdiction of Georgian Church was
spreading throughout the eastern Georgia from
the every moment of its establishment.
Consequently, the statement that in the eastern
Georgia there was established Greece
metropolitaniate is wrong.

5™ Century

In the beginning of the 5" century,
Georgia as a country already had to pay taxes
to Persia. While it is true that Persians never
managed to annul statehood in Georgia, they
openly tried to assimilate Georgians. First of
all, they wanted Georgians to accept Persian
religion - fire worship. They fought against
and banned Georgian national customs and
traditions. At that time Christianity was
already Georgian national religion and
therefore Georgians had Christian habits and
traditions. The Persians hoped that by abolition
of these, Georgians would lose their national
identity, as well.

It should be mentioned here that the
Byzantines too were no less of rivals of the
Georgians than the Persians. At the end of the 4"
century, they snatched away and directly
annexed large southern Georgian territories, and
in the 1% half of the 5" century, they additionally
snatched significant part of West Georgia - from
the River Egristskali to Tsikhe-Goji.

Nonetheless, since the large and most
important part of Georgia was under the
Persian influence, the main menace was
coming precisely from Persians. Vakhtang

Gorgasali by faith was of a Greek, i.e. of an
orthodox orientation, and he even left a will
before he reposed, commanding Georgians not
to abandon “love of the Greeks”, i.e. of
orthodoxy; although he did even fight against
the Byzantines and returned those territories to
Georgia that had been snatched away by them.

Notably, in the 5" century two different
trends existed in Christianity. One current was
under protection of Byzantine and another one
— of Persia. When the Royal House of Persia
realized that it was not quite so easy to spread
Mazdaism, and that the Christian nations
would not give up their religion, it changed its
religious policy. Persia preferred them to
become under the influence and control of the
Christian Churches that had pro-Persian/pro-
Iranian disposition. Such/these were Syrian
and Persian Churches that adopted anti-
Byzantine disposition.

Clearly, such a situation would have had
its reflection on society in Georgia that was
under the influence of Persia. In the 5™ century
Georgia, indeed there were Greek (Hellenistic)
as well as pro-Persian Christian church groups.
That is exactly the reason why the Georgian
King was in a tensed and extraordinary
situation. Georgian Kings, according to “Life
of Kartli”, either simultaneously fought against
both aggressors — Persia and Greece, or wisely
used controversies between these two states,
and fought against the Greeks with Persian
forces at times or/and against the Persians with
Greek forces, at other times.

It is known that Christianity was not a
state religion prior to the reign of the Roman
Emperor Constantine. Therefore, it could be
said that Christian communities enjoyed
freedom in terms of the state not
directing/intervening the Church about/in its
administrative structure. That is why, prior to
the 4™ century Christian community was
subordinate to an archbishop, according to the
34™ canon of the Holy Apostles. And, the
archbishops of these communities were
independent from each other.

The archbishop was elected by a meeting
of the clergy of a community. Therefore, each
church community and Eparchy was free and
“autocephalous”.

The situation had changed dramatically
after the state declared Christianity as the state
religion, i.e. once the religion became part of
the statehood/official. As known, at the time
(beginning the 4™ c.) “tetrarxia” - “governance
of four” was established in Rome. From the
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point of administrative governance, the empire
was divided into separate parts. It was
governed by two Emperors and two Caesars.
The governors of areas and provinces were
presided in the largest cities of the Empire:
Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, etc. This
condition/situation caused an increase in
might, wealth, authority and influence of those
bishops that were seated/presided in large
cities; the bishops of large cities coordinated
their activities with the general secular
governor of the city. The secular governor was
interested in increasing the authority and
influence of the bishop seated in the city.
Therefore from the very start of the 4™ c. the
process that started we could call of abolition
of small independent churches and of increase
of the influence of large churches. The World
Councils/??/ convened in the 4™ c. confirmed
both the autocephality/autonomy of small
churches, as well as increase in areas of
influence of bishops of main cities. This
process was continuing during the entire 4" c.
and was finally completed in 451.

In general, the 5™ c. was a century of the
unification of Eparchies into large
Patriarchates and Catholicity. The Council of
451 established a new Patriarchate of
Jerusalem  which included autonomous
Eparchies of Palestine. The Georgian
Catholicity was established at the same time,
in the 5" century, and the same way. It is
known that in places where Christianity was
spread, a bishop was presided in each city.

In Georgian Kingdom “Saeristavo” or
“Sapitiakhsho” was the same administrative
unite as a province in the Roman Empire (old
Georgian “Samtavro”). Before establishment
of Catholicon position, the Primate of the
Georgian Church had a title of “Archbishop”
and seemed to be the head of bishops on the
territory which was under the realm of
Georgian King.

After having united Georgia and joined
enormous territories of Tao-Klarjeti and Black
Sea coast, [King] Vakhtang also decided to
organize church matters as well. Byzantine
Church as well as Eastern Churches served
him as an example.

In Byzantine, governance of the Church
was under state control. The same took place
also in Persia. The heads of different Christian

churches in Persia were appointed by Shah
himself (e.g. Armenia in the 5" c.).

Even the legislative body of the Church —
the World Councils in Byzantine Empire took
place with active interventions/interference of
the Emperors.

In Georgia, the Church not only was
accountable to the Georgian King, but the
contrary — Michael, the Head of the Church by
his foot broke a tooth of the King who
approached him requesting blessing. Based on
church laws/cannons and using the established
international situation, Vakhtang painlessly got
rid of Michael, without irritating/annoying the
Christian  population, sending him for
judgment to Constantinople. The Patriarch of
Antioch sent 12 bishops to Kartli. It seems that
Vakhtang changed the bishops that had pro-
Persian orientation with those that had pro-
Greek orientation. Also, he changed those
bishops that were not obedient to the King’s
authority because of their wealth and
influence.

With regard of establishment of Georgian
Catholicism by Vakhtang Gorgasali we could
conclude: in the 5" c. the territories under the
jurisdiction of the Georgian Church has
increased due to the fact that Byzantine
returned to Georgia the annexed territories in
Klarjeti (South Georgia) and Black Sea coast
(from Tsikhe-Goji to Klisura) during the reign
of Vakhtang Gorgasali.

Vakhtang Gorgasali decided to organize
the Georgian Church as united, centralized and
catholic church, i.e. the bishop of the Capital
city (Mtskheta) be the Primate Bishop or
Catholicos (Greek word — “Catholicos” —
Primate) of the Georgian Church. In the
contemporary historic chronicle of that time —
“Enlightenment of Kartli” — the first
Catholicos Peter is called Mamamtavari.

6" Century

In the beginning of the 6™ c. Persia
conquered East Georgia and as a result the
Kingdom was abolished in Kartli. Hereby must
also be noted that the issue of the Kingdom
abolishment is stated differently in Georgian
and Greek sources.

One of the oldest Georgian sources
considers that the kingship was not abolished
in the first half of the 6™ c. The same is



beggbingiims-bombgmisioms s [ AAGAOBIAIRN &9

Scientific-Historical Journal SVETITSKHOVELI @13;%2

considered by/in Greek sources. In particular,
according to Procopius of Caesarea after the
“truce of the century” between Persia and
Byzantine in 552, Georgians did not have a
King any more. And, Byzantine historians
Malala and Theophanous/??/ do mention
Georgian King (Dzamanarzo), Queen and
noblemen who arrived to Constantinople in
553 to hold negotiations with Caesar Justin.

It is possible that the conguerors (the
Persians) provided status of somewhat limited
autonomy to the country, which was headed by
the dynasty of Gorgasal-Pharnavaz. Perhaps
certain political circles of Georgians did not
recognize the fact of abolition of kingship and
still referred as a King to the head of
concurred/occupied state. In any case, it is
without argument that in 7-9™ decades of the
6" c. the country was under the Persia and the
Georgian national institutions, Georgian
Chalcedonic Church among them, were
severely persecuted.

After having East Georgia completely
conquered the Persians tried to drive the
Greeks away from the seacoast of West
Georgia. The war for Laziki between Persian
and Byzantine ended with truce in 563. Laziki
stayed under Byzantines. With this truce
Persians and Byzantines divided/split Georgia
between each other. In the 590-ies Persians
lost significant part of lIberia. In 591 the
Persians and Byzantines split between each
other East Geor%ia as well.

In the 6™ century, the more acceptable
religion for Persia was Monophysitism (for its
anti-Byzantine nature). Therefore, they were
protective of the Armenian Church. When
Persia had to abandon the idea of spreading
Mazdeanism in the Caucasus, it became a
protector of Monophysitism instead. It ordered
the church writers to preach Monophysitistic
ideas and the necessity of ultimate inseparable
ties with Persia. For this purpose the agents of
Persian King designed legends as if
Christianity was spread in Armenia, Kartli and
Albania by one person/individual. As if the
Georgian, Armenian and Albanian alphabets
were also created by one individual and that
these “enlighteners” were in connection with
Persian at the same time.

With new policy of Persia materialized in
prolonged and severe pressure from Persians
combined with the high hierarchs of the
Armenian Church tempted b¥ wealth and
influence, in the middle of the 6" c. resulted in
Armenians convening council in town Dvin

under Catalichos Nerse (548 — 567) and
accepting Monophysitism (Khachetsari).

Afterwards, the Armenian Church
obtained the power of overseeing the Churches
in the territories of Caucasus under the Persian
reign. This power was given by Persia. For its
anti-chalcedonic or anti-Byzantine inclination,
Persia in 5-6" c.c. and Arabs in 7-9 c.c.
strengthened and treated well the Armenian
Church. On its own, Byzantine Empire was
also trying to influence the strong Armenian
Church and make it its ally by compromises
and all kind of favorable treatment.

That is why the Armenian Church
managed to cover with its influence the non-
Armenian provinces that were its immediate
neighbors such as Albania as well as Georgia,
and as a result the native Georgian population,
e.g. in Hereti and Gugarki, i.e. Lower Kartli,
was becoming “Armenian speaking” church-
wise, because the church service in Armenian
language was implemented there and
Armenian additions and imputes were
appearing in Georgian churches and Holy
scriptures. Events at the start of the 7" c. show
clearly how the Armenian Church seized
power over Georgian parish in 6" c. in Lower
Kartli, i.e. in Gugarki.

Here is a very typical example: in Gugarki
our great Catholicos Kirrion tried to return
Georgian language into the church services for
the population of Lower Kartli (of Gugarki).
This became absolutely unacceptable for the
Armenian Church and it was decided to
severely punish Kirion. King of Persia, Khosro
convened the Church Meeting in 614, where
he obliged all the Christians living within the
Persian Empire, “to convert to Armenian
Christianity”. Therefore, Kirrion had to flee to
West Georgia — to Lazika (Trabzon region). In
the middle of the 6™ c. Assyrian Fathers arrive
to Georgia, actively start their
activities/working and repose there at the end
of the 6™ and beginning of the 7" c.c. If we
compare the condition of the Georgian Church
when Assyrian Fathers arrived (to Georgia —
transl.) to its condition at the end of their
activities, we become sure that they fought
against Monophyzitism and even overcame it.

In the 540-ies, when, according to
Georgian historians, the Assyrian Fathers
arrived to Georgia the Monophyzitism had
strong bases/positions among us. Giorgi the
Minor meant precisely this period when citing
Giorgi of Mtatsminda in his essay: “...and like



(G

200\433 Lodgfonmtomlymizinm b s BMGLIT AL

some tares were sowed among our country the
evil seeds of Armenians”.

Holy Scrlptures truly/adequately translated
from Greek in 4" 5" cc, were re-translated
from Armenian or edited, under the influence of
the Monophyzisists in the 6"-7" cc.

The Assyrian Fathers, as a result of their
30-year work, were able not only accomplish
complete victory of Chalcedonism, but with
the victory of Chalcedonism also created
theoretical basis for distancing/parting of the
Georgian and Armenian Churches, which is
equally important, as the Armenian Church
was trying/attempting to spread its language
and culture within entire Persian Caucasus
under Persian reign. Thus, the activities of the
Assyrian Fathers strengthened the national
basis of Georgian culture and diverted the
obvious threat of national-cultural assimilation
of our people.

There are different points of views about
the nationality of the Assyrian Fathers. Some
researchers consider that they were Georgians.
This issue is not determined yet, but it is a fact
that they put Georgian language ahead of
everything else and paid special attention to
Georgian narrative, to conducting the liturgical
and church services in Georgian as this
language was considered as Chalcedonic
language because Chalcedony became national
religion already in the 6™ c."Georgia. There is
a moment in “Life of Kartli”, when the
Assyrian Fathers responded in Georgian to the
greetings of Georgian Cathalicos that was
meeting them.

It was considered that Georgian language
was under the protection of the Holy
Theotokos. In the biography of the loane of
Zedazeni, the leader of Assyrian Fathers, there
is indicated that loane was born in Syria, he
didn’t speak Georgian language and even
hadn’t heared about it before.

Assyrian Fathers served in the Georgian
language in the Church and created the
Georgian spiritual literature.

According to K. Kekelidze, the Assyrian
Fathers conducted their activities through
monasteries — “there is no evidence of the fact
that monasteries existed in our country before
the so called thirteen fathers’ arrival”. “Our first
monasteries here were established by the
said/mentioned  Fathers” (K. Kekelidze,
“History of the Old Georgian Literature” I, 88).

Scientific-Historical Journal
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Although, according to the «Life of
Kartli”Vakhtang  Gorgasali  established a
monastery earlier in Klarjeti, whereas in the
same period the Georgians already had
established monasteries in Jerusalem and on
Holly Mountain where in the monastery of John
of Lazi were discovered first Georgian writings.

Thus, the Syrian Fathers’ accomplishment
is a diverting away from the Georgian Church
the great threat of Monophyzitism and
converting into, as it was called by that time,
Armenian religion.

7" Century

The Georgian Church exercised its
jurisdiction on the entire territory of Georgia.
The liturgical and church serwce language
remained Georgian until the 7" c. in the entire
Georgia, except Tao and that part of Klarjeti,
where Georgian language was substituted by
Armenian at the Holy Service in the beginning
of the 6™ century. The unity of the Georgian
Church is also witnessed by similarity of the
style of church buildings in West and East
Georgia. The political unity of the West and
East Georgia was continuously and diligently
referred to in “Life of Kartli”, “Enlightening of
Georgia” and other sources. The political unity
of the Country was based on ethnical unity of
its people. According to the mentioned
sources, in the wholesome Georgia from
Egristskali including Hereti, one/united/whole
Georgian people I|ved The West and East
Georgia in 4™ -7" c.c. was called “Each [of]
Kartli”.

The end of the 6" c. and the beginning of
the 7" c. was an era of restoration of
Gorgasalian Georgian statehood of Georgia,
era of rehabilitation and flourishing of national
public institutions, but the newly recovered
country was not given a chance to succeed
because of invasion of Heracles the Caesar.

In the 630-ies Heracles the Caesar seized
the territories of the seacoast of West Georgia
and joined them to Byzantine, as a result of
which Georgian language was abolished in
West Egrisi and the Greek language church
services were established instead. Greek
Eparchies were established. Thus, by the time
of Arabs’ invasion, Georgian statehood had
already been destroyed by Heracles the Caesar
which made easy for Arabs to conquer the
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dismembered Kartli. In fact, the Arabs never
got “Kartli” as a whole political entity.

Heracles was frightened by state recovery
of Kartli because its statehood was a traditional
opponent/rival/foe in the Caucasus first against
Rome, then against the Romano-Greek
Empire, therefore, Heracles mercilessly
destroyed our country. Heracles had Christians
killed (“rivers of bloodshed were moving
within the churches”), and seized considerable
territories at the Black sea coast.

Heracles had different attitude towards the
Armenian Church (the sources consider him of
Armenian origin). The 7™ century Armenian
Church, thanks to its flexible policy, became
acceptable and legitimate for/to Byzantine.
The Emperor of Byzantine Heracles, having
had victory over Persia itself, even concluded
agreement of unity with the Armenian Church,
so-called Unia.

After the invasion of Heracles, the
Armenian Church returned to Chalcedonitism
and claimed jurisdiction over the Albanian and
Georgian Churches. The Hierarchs of the
Georgian Church had to address the
Patriarchate of Antioch and seek a
confirmation of the Autocephalous status of
the Georgian Church so that no other
neighborin%) Church could make claim over it.
And, the 6" World Council took place.

According to the “Life of Kartli”, the
jurisdiction of the Church of Georgia was
spread throughout the whole Caucasus (that is,
through the orthodox population in both, south
and north Caucasus).

Thus, the united Patriarchate of Georgia
was established in the 7™ century which
existed till the mid of the 8" century.

8" Century

At the start of the 8" century the Georgian
statehood was in a very bad situation/condition
because of Arabs’ invasion. Under these
conditions, the Georgian Church was not
strong enough to weaken the might of the
foreign churches that existed in Georgia. The
Armenian Church still was attempting putting
the Georgian Church under its influence. But,
since Manaskerti Council in 726, when the
Armenian Church finally and decisively
declared Monophizitism as its only religion
and declined both, Monolithism and
Calcedonism as well as condemned ties with
the Church of Byzantine, the Georgian Church

being the loyal to Chalcedonism cut all the ties
with the Armenian Church.

The 8" century is a century of liberation of
Georgian culture. Although, Georgia still in
distress politically, liberation from influence of
the Armenian Church was so important for the
spiritual life of the nation that it was followed
by cultural renaissance. In the following
centuries, the Georgian Hymnography,
spiritual treasure of the Georgian Church
develops without hinder. It was within the
same centuries that the Holy Martyrs shined
out: Abo Thileli (memorial day -Jan. 7),
noblemen of Argveti — the Mkheidzes — David
and Constantine (memorial day - Mar. 20),
who were tortured by Arabs.

According to Georgian historical sources,
Georgia was called Kartli in the 4™ 8" c.c.
which had strictly defined borders with its
neighboring countries. Egrisi was within West
of Georgia, Hereti within the East, and the
Castle Tukharisi and Klarjeti within the South
of Georgia.

Thus, during this period by the word
“Kartli” was meant whole Georgia; therefore,
the Sacatholicoso of Kartli was exercising its
jurisdiction not only over the East Georgia but
also over the West Georgia from the time of its
[Sacatholicosos] establishment, i.e. from the
4™ century ; and, the Georgian Church was
exercising its jurisdiction over the entire
Georgia from its beginning, i.e. from the 1%
century.

The Georgian Kingdom was divided into
three parts in the 80-90s of the 8" century.
“Abkhazeti”, “Kartli” and ‘“Kakhet-Hereti”
were established. If prior to that, “Kartli” was
meant whole/entire Georgia, after that the
West Georgia was not called “Kartli” anymore,
but rather was called Abkhazeti.

Till this time “Abkhazeti” was called the
country located across the river called
nowadays Kelasuri, or Klisuri, and was
subordinated to Byzantine. The “across-
Klisury-country” was liberated from Byzantine
in the 8" century. There was arranged marriage
between the eristavi of the Abkhazs Leon | and
Gurandukht, the daughter of the King of Kartli
Miri, who did not have a brother. The West
Georgia like Kartli was under her reign which
she was ruling on behalf of her husband Leon I,
therefore the West Georgia was called Abkhaz
Kingdom according to the ruling dynasty.

The establishment of the independent
“Abkhaz Kingdom” in the West Georgia was
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followed by establishment of an independent
church there which was in line with church rules.

Abkhazian Catholicosate was established
as one of the administrative units of the
Georgian Church. By that time Georgian
Church was consisting with 2 metro-
politanates, i.e. with 3 Catholicosates. Later,
one more metropolitanate — the Khundzy
Catholicosate — was add to it (this
metropolitanate  brought  together  the
congregation and episcopates of north
Caucasus and north-west part of the modern
Azerbaijan).

Thus, after the 8" century, there are two
Georgian Catholicosates in the Georgian
Church — of Abkhazeti and of Kartli. From
these two Catholicosates the title of the
supreme Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia
belonged to the Catholicos of Kartli. In the
first part of the XVII century this title was
awarded to the Catholicos of Abkhazia,
because of the fact that eastern Georgia was
conquered by Muslims by that time.

In the 730s the South Georgia was put in
flames/burned out by Murvan the Deaf. After
his departure Monastery of Opizi was restored.
Thus, the revival of monastic life in the South
Georgia started even before Grigol of
Khandzta. And, St. Grigol created a whole
epoch/era/age/period in monastic life of Tao-
Klarjeti, widely spread large constructions of
monasteries, established male monasteries in
Khandzta and Shatberdi, and female
monasteries in Mere and Gunatle.

Students/spiritual children of St. Grigol
established a lot of monasteries. Among these
the most significant is establishment of
Monastery and Eparchy of Ishkhna.
Construction of monasteries started in
Baretelta, Tskarostavi, and Nedzvi. St. Grigol
established Monastery of Ubi in the West
Georgia. 50 years later after his arrival to Tao-
Klarjeti, St. Grigol was appointed/cho-
sen/named as Archimandrite of these Monaste-
ries. He happens /adopted tipikon of Sabats-
minda of Jerusalem for his monasteries. He
compiled/compound hymnographies — yearly
“Yadgari”.

In order to present clearer the condition of
the Georgian Church in that time, we
remember yet another fact: the peacefulness of
the Greek Church was violated for over a
century by icon-fighters. Veneration of icons
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was considered/declared as paganism and was
prosecuted by Byzantine Caesars and church
clergy. Imprisonments and even death
sentences were not rear. At this time the
Georgian Church was almost the only Church
that was following the old rule and did not
decline/refuse veneration of icons. Guteti also
cut ties with Constantinople. As Greek sources
confirm, entonsurement of the Bishop of
Guteti happened/was conducted in Iberia.

9™"-10" Centuries

Georgia basically was freed/liberated from
the Arabs and other conquerors in 9" - 10"
centuries and that provided opportunity to
Georgian nation to create its own statehood
units — Kingdoms of Abkhazeti, Tao-Klarjeti
and Kakhet-Hereti, which was followed by
revival of the nation’s culture. Writers were
emerging, for church needs hymns were written
by Epiphan the Modzghvari - of Khandzta (8-9"
cc); Macar of Luteti —-Khandzta - Sabatsminda
(9" c.); Basil of Khandzta (9" c.); Giorgi
Merchule (9"-10" c.c.); Michael the Bended
(10" ¢.); John Mtbevari (10" ¢.); Ezra (10" c.);
John/ Son of Konkoz??/ (10" c.); Kurdanai-
Kvirike (10" c.). In these centuries were created
samples/monuments  of  hymnography -
complete works/collections, chants, evening-
prayers.

In these centuries were working
Hymnographer Samoel the Chanter, a writer
John of Bolni (9" c.); Mskhemi of Zedazeni
(10™ ¢.); Hymnographers of David of Gareja
(9"-10" c.c.); John Minchkhi (10" c.); Stefan
of Chkondideli (10™ c.); poet of “Abukurai”
(9" c.); Giorgi of Sabatsminda-Synai; John-
Zosime; Philip of Bethlem/Bethlemeli (10" c.).
Within  these  centuries collection  of
Hymnographies are created in Palestine, such
as “Yearly/Year-round/??/ Yadgari”, etc.

The Georgian language was totall
flourishing and developing in the 9"-10
centuries.

There exist two Cathalicosates in Georgia
after the 8" century. This fact was
acknowledged (recognized) by King Bagrat Il
in 830 and appointed the Cathalicos in
Abkhazeti. The emerging of the Cathalicosates
of Abkhazeti brought out necessity of
clarification of an issue about the Myrrh/Mirth.
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There were two ways — either blessing it by the
new Cathalicosate of Abkhazia itself or
receiving it from the superior Church.

According to Efrem the Minor, the Myrrh
has been blessed in Georgia since the 5"
century.

As Giorgi Merchule informs us in the
“Life of Grigol of Khandzta”, the newly
established Sakatolicoso of Abkhazeti was
getting/bringing the Myrrh from Jerusalem and
later, by decision of the Patriarch of Jerusalem,
was receiving the Myrrh from Sakatalikoso of
Kartli because the West Georgia since ancient
times was considered part of Kartli. “Kartli is a
large country, where all the services and
prayers are served in Georgian language” —
wrote  Giorgi  Merchule. Thus, in the
Abkhazian Cathalicosate the service was
conducted in the Georgian language till the
early 20™ of the XIX century, when it was
abolished by the decision of the Russian
Orthodox Holly Synod.

In 978 during the reign of [King] Bagrat
Il Georgia was united and Kingdom of Iberia
or Kartli was restored. The restoration of the
united/whole statehood of Georgia was a result
of the internal desire of the Georgian nation
and of increase of national self-consciousness.

11" Century

The desire of revival-restoration of the
“Kingdom of Kartli” was so strong within 4"-
10" centuries, that Georgian public opinion did
not recognize division of the united/whole
“kingdom of Kartli” and still considered/?/
“Kartli” as a united country [spreaded] from
the Balck Sea to Bardava. Although after the
8" century, the Kingdoms of “Abkhazeti”,
“Tao-Klarjeti”, and “Kakhet-Hereti” were
formed, each of these Georgian state units was
trying to unite Georgia and to restore the old
Kingdom of Iberia.

And there it was, in 978 during the
reign of the King Bagrat Ill, the Kingdom of
Kartli” or of Iberia was revived/restored,
Georgia was united. In 1010 Bagrat Il
joined/added Kakhet-Hereti to his Kingdom, as
well. With that, the state of Iberia of the
Parnavaz-Khosros, established by the King
Parnavaz (in IV-IlIl BC), was restored. The
restoration of the united Georgian state was a
result of the internal effort of the Georgian
nation, particularly to its increased national
self-consciousness.

After the unification Georgia the
Patriarchate of Georgia had strengthened even
more. It was still consisting with 2
administrative units — Abkhazia and Karlti
Cathalocosates. The service in the Church was
conducted in Georgian language till the 20™ of
XIX century (till the Church riot in Imereti). of
Immediately upon establishment [of the
Patriarchate], its first Patriarch Melkisedek was
called “Patriarch of East” due to the large size
of the territory under his jurisdiction (including
north Caucasus and till the lake Van).

Melkisedek I was a relative of [King] Bagrat
111 and was raised/brought up by him as well. As
soon as he became Patriarch, Melkisedek left for
Constantinople to visit the court/house/palace of
the empire, as it appears, in order for
Constantinople to recognize the honour of the
Patriarchate of the Georgian Church.

As known, Constantinople recognized the
honour of the Patriarchate of the Georgian
Church and gave as a present a rich Monastery
and 105 villages to the Melkisedek the
Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia. This fact is
confirmed by historical sources of the 11™-13"
centuries.

Per request of Melkisedek Ali the Arab
Amir of Thilisi, exempted the church from taxes.

After repose of Bagrat Il a war between
Byzantine and Georgia started. It was not just
episodes of battles; rather it was a large full-scale
war that lasted through decades in which the
Emperors of Byzantine and Kings of Georgia
were personally participating. The war started in
1021 during the reign of Basil Il and ended in
1054 during the reign of Constantine of
Monomachsos. During this period in Georgia
Giorgi | and Bagrat IV were the Kings. It was
precisely under Bagrat IV reign when the war
ended and peace truce was signed.

Basil of Caesarea hoped that Georgian
Kingdom could not withstand his attack and
would be destroyed; but Georgian Church
backed the statehood.  Georgian Church
headed the national war against the occupiers
in the territories occupied by Byzantine.

According to the public opinion of that
time, Byzantine and its emperors were viewed
as the pillars of the world’s Christianity. The
Emperors were regarded as the executors of
the will of God. Perhaps that was a reason of
the fact that one part of Georgian population
supported Byzantine. Had not the Georgian
clergy managed to alert population of Georgia
up in the war with Byzantine, the enemy would
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have used their sincere Christianity in its own
advantage.

The active position of the Georgian
Church in this war generated a dismay of the
royal throne of Byzantine towards the
Georgian Church. Georgian Church was
declared an unorthodox church of heretics??/.
There started persecution of Georgian
Monasteries and Georgian monks in the
Empire. Many rights of the Georgian Church
that were in existence from its very beginning
were put in doubt.

In the 11™ century in Byzantine, the
Armenian Church was considered to be
heretical. The Georgian Church still bore the
trace of influence of the Armenian Church.
This exact fact was used by Byzantine
ideologists in doubting the orthodoxy of the
Georgian Church.

In fact, there was no “tare” within the
Georgian Orthodox Church. The Greeks
considered translations and editions of some
holy scriptures/books from Armenian language
as tare. We cannot agree with this. It is
impossible to consider a Church as unorthodox
for a reason that it translated or edited books
for church needs from Armenian language.

There have been “blamers” and “chiders”
among both Georgians and Greeks that were
dismayed/were not accepting Georgian
translations in this way because they
[translations] did not follow at that time well-
known/weII/W|der spread Greek edltlons
“Blamers” and “chiders” multiplied in 11"
century because of “Byzantine-Georgian” war.

In order to eliminate for the Greeks the
basis of declaring the Georgians as heretics,
Ekvtime and Giorgi of Mtatsminda/Mtats-
mindelis and their school were maximally
putting the prior versions of translations of the
Gospel close to the Greek sources.

From the mid of the 10" century during its
might Byzantine could not accept having next
door the united Kingdom of Georgia being
united.

In the second half of the 11" Century,
both the foreign and internal conditions in
Byzantine completely changed because of
invasion of Turk-Seljuk. During that time the
Empire was in crises. It was due to this fact
that Byzantine Empire revised its attitude
towards Georgian statehood in the 50s of the
11™ century. In the new era Byzantine needed

a loyal state that would depend on [Byzantine]
and being under the influence of it
[Byzantine]. Therefore three-year negotiations
in 1954-1057 were concluded with peaceful
truce between Byzantine and Georgia. Besides
the normalization of relations between Georgia
and Byzantine, the goal for leaders of
Georgian statehood in these negotiations was
recognition of patriarchal rights of Georgian
Church as by statehood of Byzantine so by
Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

The first success that the delegation
achieved was the end of severe persecution of
Georgian monks in the Byzantine Empire,
particularly in Iverion.

The Georgian delegation in negotiations
was quite representative. King Bagrat and
Queen Mariam arrived to Constantinople
accompanied by authority and noblemen.
Since the delegation was to handle church
matters as well, Giorgi Matasmindeli, the
highest authority of church at that time, arrived
from Mount Athos and took part in the work of
delegation. From Constantinople Giorgi
Mtatsmindeli left for Patriarchates of Antioch
and of Jerusalem. Patriarch of Antioch Peter
Il had special discussions with Giorgi
Mtastmindeli on “cannons of the church” and
also on “true faith”.

After having convinced Peter Ill that
establishment of Georgian Patriarchate does
not contradict “cannons of the church” and by
establishment of this new Patriarchate “true
faith” has not been violated, the Patriarch
keeps Giorgi Mtatsmindeli close to him. The
Patriarch was enchanted/charmed/delighted by
Giorgi’s spiritual heights and knowledge,
therefore he entrusted Georgian monk even
with  handling matters of  Antiochian
Patriarchate. He was sharing with his private
life as well.

During Peter III’s ruling, a meeting of
Antiochian Church was convinced which
recognized patriarchate/patriarchal rights of
the Georgian Church and put an end to
persecution of Georgian Church and Georgian
monks. But, in 1057 there still have been
incidents of this persecution.

After the Antiochian meeting Peter 11 did
not live much longer. He died/reposed in 1057.
Giorgi Mtatsmindeli met the new Patriarch
Theodosius  (Theodor). Having  been
encouraged by the Greek monks, the Patriarch
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declared to Giorgi Mtstsmindeli: Georgian
Church should be subordinate to the Church of
Antioch; and even threatened that if that did
not happened the persecution of the Georgian
Church would continue throughout the entire
Byzantine Empire. The Patriarch was relying
on a theory created/twisted/produced by
“pentarchia”, according to which only the
Church where an Apostle preached, could be
auto-cephalic. The Church of Antioch was
considered to be established by the Apostle
Peter and, in the Antiochians’ opinion, no
Apostle preached Gospel in Georgia.

Giorgi Mtatsmindeli proved Theodosius
that the Georgian Church was established by
the Apostle Andrew and that Simon of
Canaanite was also buried in our country, in
particular, Abkhazia. And, then he responds to
Patriarch according to his [Patriarch’s] logic:
Since it came to subordination, it would be
more appropriate if your Church becomes
subordinate to ours, since Andrew was the
First Apostle of Christ and he called for his
brother Peter.

The Patriarch was fully convinced that the
Apostles preached Gospel in Georgia, and
response from Giorgi Mtastmindeli made him
realized truth. He was convinced that Georgian
Church was independent since Apostles’ time.
Satisfied with Giorgi’s replies, he agreed with
his considerations.

Thus, in 1054-1057 the Patriarchates of
Byzantine recognized existence of the factual
autocephaly of the Georgian Church and
seized its illegal persecution.

2" Period of the History of the Apostolic
Church XII - XVII11 Centuries
(From Council in Ruis-Urbnisi to
abolishment of Autocephaly)

12" Century

The events of utmost importance took
place in the 12" century in Georgia. In 1089,
16 year-old David became the King, called the
Builder later on. He received the kingdom in a
very shattered state.

As a result of Turkish invasions that were
continued for many vyears, Georgia was
devastated. Tbilisi had been under Arabs’
control already for 400 years. Kakheti has
become an independent state. There was
internal rivalry in all over the country,
noblemen kept their eyes on betrayal and
wanted/desired the power of the king be
weakened.

In 1103, Rusi-Urbnisi Council declared
united and powerful Georgian Church as the
strong supporter .of the Georgian King

David the Builder subordinated the main
agencies (internal, financial, military) under
the  bookkeeper (king’s Canceler) -
Chkondideli, i.e. to a bishop — a ruler of
Chkondid. He was supervising the royal
staff/army/??/ as well. He, together with the
King, was deciding matters of war and peace
and sometimes participated in a war too. It was
under personal command of Giorgi
Chkondideli that was possible to seize the
fortress Samshvildi in 1110, that was followed
by liberation of main fortresses of Lower
(Kvemo) Kartli. Seizure of Samshvildi scared
the hell out of Turks, the Sultan sent 100,000
men army but David prevail and the Turks ran
away. A bishop-Canceler Giorgi Chkondideli
snatched Rustavi away from the enemy too —
this happened in 1115. The settlement of the
Kivchags in Georgia in 1118 was also handled
by David together with Giorgi Chkondideli.
The Georgian King needed the Kivchags for
defense of borders and for conducting wars
outside of Georgia. He had them settled along
the borders, in contemporary Armenia and
Azerbaijan (near Shirvan).

Each victory of David the Builder was
connected to Christianity, directed to the
weakening of the enemies of Christianity. At
the very beginning of the Crusaders’ wars the
King was providing all kind of help to them.
David the Builder as a deeply faithful Christian
delivered himself to God. He did the same
during the battle at Didgori, when uncountable
Turks gathered like a sea of sand. In August
12, 1121 they came up to Trialeti, Manglisi
and Didgori, so that there was not enough
space for them to put their feet on; but King
David, fearless and strong by his heart put his
forces in front of their position.

After the first attack the enemy retreated
and then ran away as the King David was
helped by God Almighty and St. Martyr
George was leading him visibly to all. This
battle lasted for only three hours. The Turks
could not stand against the very first attack of
Georgians.

The next year (in 1122) the King liberated
Thilisi  having been under dominance
of/conquered by the Arabs for 400 years.

King David, the statesman with strong
will and clear mind, gifted by administrative
and military skills, created a strong centralized
state. Being a very educated person, he
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admired scientists, valued highly honesty and
faithfulness. Books were the best, inseparable
friends of the King. A monk Arsen of Ikalto,
King David’s priest, was a real embodiment of
the features, described above.

King David was very familiar with the
monastery life, he was very close to monks.
Having very good education in theology, he
dealt very well with the spiritual literature.

King David calmed down the country,
made it full, built ruined and exceeded all the
prior times by peace and wealth. He discovered
fear of God as a mother of wisdom. And,
befriended with the Holy Gospel — the Old and
the New Testaments. These books represented
his spiritual food. He was always followed by
mules and camels heavily packed with books
and as soon as he would leave horse and stood
on his feet the books were served to him first.
He used to read till night, he used to read during
the war too, when he had free hours. He was in
constant praying and fasting.

Not only the King, but all of his army was
conducted truly Christian style of life.

He built a monastery on the Mountain of
Sinai and sent much gold there.

He was a giver of/giving out everything,
but not from royal treasury, but from his own
personal earnings.

He not only liberated monasteries from
creditors, but also freed his royal clergy from
taxes, so that they could freely conduct
warship of God.

He was given such a gift by God that no
one’s business or a word, kind or evil, could
not be hidden from him. Therefore, neither
nobility nor commonalty could dare to betray
him or lie to him. The same way, the church
hierarchy, priests, deacons, nuns and every
men properly conducted their business;
therefore, there was truthfulness, rule of law
and honesty.

Current Armenia and parts of Turkey and
Azerbaijan belonged to the King David’s
kngdom.

Once the Armenians’ Bishops asked the
King for convening a council, where speakers
would defense their religious faith, with a
condition that if the Armenians lost the contest,
they would agree on unified religion parting with
their own, and, if they won — then the order
should have been issued on not calling them
heretics and not to condemn them.
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The King invited the Catholicos John of
Kartli, apostates and Arsen of lkalto, other
scientists and wise men.

They started debating at sunrise up to the
night. Then the King told them: “You, Fathers,
go to the vague depths, as philosophers see the
incomprehensible and we are not able to
understand as [we are] uneducated and lay
men. You are aware that | am far from
education and science as [have been] trained in
military affairs therefore 1 tell you in
uneducated and simple words” — when he said
this, he responded to the Armenians in such a
way that left them with no response or words
(he acted like Basil the Great did in Athens).
The heretics publicly admitted their defeat.

The historian characterizes David as
“desired and beloved for his virtue even by
enemies”.

He reigned for 36 years and like David
put Solomon on Thrown, he himself put his
son Demeter on the thrown who was very
much like his father. David put on his head a
crown with precious stones, gave him his
sword used by David heroically, clothed, and
blessed his life. In such a way he exchanged
world citizenship to Kingdom of Heaven
where there is happiness and joy, where there
is no sorrow and there is life which could not
be corrupt by death. The great and famous
King passed away on 24 January 1125.

After David the Builder till King Tamar,
i.e. during reign of Demeter I, David V and
Giorgi/George 111, despite the fact that these
kings were different from each other as with
their moral-citizenship qualities as their
political intuition, there were no substantial
changes in structural relations between the
Church and the state. We cannot say the same
for the period/times of Tamar, particularly for
the first years of her reign.

There  must be
important/basic moments.

Since the times of David the Builder, the
promotions on the high positions were
conducted not according to the family ranks
and family inheritance, but according to
personal merits. Giorgi 111 would not like to
serve under the former rules and demanded
Tamar to take away from Kubassar and
Afredon their positions and properties. Tamar
gave up.

mentioned  few
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The rivalry began between noblemen for
the vacant positions. Tamar granted advantage
to the Mkhargrdzels. She particularly
promoted Zachariah, also Sargis, Ivane and
Avag Mkhargrdzels. According to a historian,
Ivane Mkhargrdzeli, to whom per his request
Tamar granted position of Atabagi.

Afterwards, the most of privileges and
authority, belonging to the Chkondidely
before, were shifted to Atabags Mkhargrdzeli.
In particular, army and military branch of the
government were concentrated under their
governance. According to the historians, if the
bishop-Canceler Chkondidely was considered
to be a “father of the king” before, after these
reforms, Atabags Mkhargrdzeli became worth
to title as the “father of the King”.

During unification of Georgia the
Chkondidels fighting selflessly for the
creation/establishment of unified Georgian
state, for unification of Georgia, after
introducing the institution of Atabagi’s the
unified statehood of Georgia was defeated and
dismembered. The Consolidation of the times
of  Chkondideli’s was  substituted by
envy/jealousy and betrayal for/at that time. The
“four ~ Mkhargrdzels” and  their  off-
springs/descendants could not handle being
Chkondidels.

Clearly, the Orthodox Church was not
pleased with ascension of a Monophizist
Commander in Cheif in the royal court. It could
be considered that both the Catholicos and the
noblemen of the older state felt that with the new
policy (promotion of the Monophizists) the state
was set up for a big political fiasco. And, this
happened in reality, according to N.
Berdzenishvili, and Lasha-Giorgi attempted to
correct this fiasco. Lasha —Giorgi was ruler with
centrist orientation of rule. He got rid of the
Mkhargrdzels. Son of Tamar desired to revive
the strong royal power of the times David the
Builder. As a result, his (King Lasha’s) name
was maligned in the eyes of noblemen and
people — he was represented as an immoral
person with week will. Lasha died young. They
made Rusudan, his sister, the King.

It is noteworthy that Zachariah
Mkhargrdzeli was Kurdish by nationality,
monophisit by faith, and politically was a
Georgian army leader.

For characteristics of Tamar’s reign the
important is her foreign and internal political
achievements, and also incredible humanity of
her state, which probably was based on
spiritual inheritance of David the Builder.

The Will of David the Builder (also his
“Chants of Repentance”) was not hidden from
the future generations. Moreover, it appears
that Georgian statesmen, especially King
Tamar, considered their obligation to fulfill it.
This is confirmed also by the historian of
Tamar, Basil the Ezotodzghvari as he takes
merit from this Will to evaluate Tamar’s reign.

King Tamar did not just seized and added
to her kingdom the countries liberated from
Mohamedians but made them sworn states.
Thus, she saved the royal rights of those royal
“houses”, and moreover, she enriched these
“impoverished” kings.

Prior to King David the Georgian nation
itself was an object of aggression of other
nations, it’s all efforts/endeavors were targeted
to freedom and unification; but as soon as the
strong and unified state in Caucasian scale was
established, it turned down conquering of other
nations and assimilating them, it demonstrated
the deepest inner warmth and love, the
humanity — this was the state policy of
Tamar’s reign.

The non-Georgian natives responded with
remarkable/extraordinary  love to  such
humanism of Tamar. She was loved not only
by Georgian nation, but also by Caucasian
(particularly of mountainous, North Caucasus)
nations.

In Tamar’s statehood the rule of giving to
the poor the 10" of the state revenue to the
poor was strictly obeyed. It is noteworthy that
for the Georgian state giving away to the poor
the 10" of the state revenue existed as a
tradition prior to David the Builder. But,
Tamar just like as David the Builder shared
with the poor not only the state property, but
also her personal property earned by her own.
It is interesting that she distinguished her own
personal property from the royal property,
when such a distinction was not common in
feudal states.

According to a historian’s words, Tamar
implemented spiritual peace among the
population, as well. During her reign, it was
prohibited beating by lash and cutting away
parts of a body as a punishment. In fact, she
eliminated capital punishment, too.

It should be considered particular
expression of humanism of Tamar he attitude
towards other religious confessions.

The enlargement of the kingdom,
flourishing and blossoming, fame and
prominence did not cause emergence of pride
in Tamar’s personality.
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Certainly, Tamar’s politics was different
from David the Builder’s statehood trends, but
was not unanticipated, as in fact it was politics
based on Christian morality and by the way,
the theoretical basis of it [Tamar’s politics]
was provided by David himself as with his
activities so with his well-known/famous Will
and “Chants of Repentance”, where he
repented that could not managed to implement
more humanistic politics.

The Georgian society considered the
above mentioned views of King David on
statehood as a programmatic theory, will.
Therefore, as it seems Tamar tried to fulfill it
and put the entire state system under its
implementation.

13" Century

During the reign of Rusudan, the Mongols
seized the country that had flowered during the
time of Tamar. This was preceded by Jalal Al-
din's campaign and the upheaval of Thilisi in
1225.

In 1225, the year of Khvarazm-sha Jalal
Al-din's incursion into Georgia, Rusudan
assigned Ivane Atabagi (Atabagi — a teacher
of heir, and a manager of his property) from
Mkhargrdzeli as commander of the Georgian
army. The brief battle occured close to the
village of Garni (in Armenia), which be that
time belonged to Georgia. The Georgians'
campaign was defeated due to jealousy and
hostility among its ranks.

Under the leadership of Shalva and lvane
Akhaltsikheli, Meskhians were at the front
battle line of the Georgian campaign in this
war. As a rule, the commander-in-chief should
have employed an additional force to help the
Georgians fighting at the front lines, but
despite the fact that the Akhaltsikhelis had
requested help many times, Ivane Atabagi did
not help the army. During this war, they killed
Ivane  Akhaltsikheli whereas they threw
Shalva into prison. Instead of killing him, he
was left to himself and Jalal Al-din seized
upon him with great respect. He tried coercing
him to leave his faith with praise and flattery,
but could in no way find a way to break him.
After extended torture Shalva met his end with
a martyr's death and a crown as his lot.

A church historian relates that the basis
for Georgia's fall and destruction (first by the
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Khvarazmians and then by the Mongols) is
placed precisely during the time of this war.
Only a small part of the Georgian forces took
part in the battle at Garnisi, which under the
leadership of the Akhaltsikhelis found itself
alone before the enemy's gigantic army.

The commander-in-chief Ivan Atabagi
from Mkhargrdzeli fled and shut himself inside
his fortress. The court minister as well as the
Mkhargrdzeli Shanshe only cared for his own
state of affairs. Varam Gageli also of
Mkhargrdzeli made peace with the Mongols,
while the other regions of Georgia were being

severly overrun. Jalal Al-din's army
completely surrounded Thilisi. Rusudan was
forced out and went to Kutaisi. She left an

army to protect Thilisi along with the Generals
Bidzina and Botso. The Persians living within
Thilisi betrayed the Georgians and opened a
way into the city. Thilisi was turned into a
battle field with the enemy mercilessly
crushing its inhabitants. The sultan made
them remove the dome of Sioni's cathedral and
built an obscene replacement. He made them
place the icons of the Lord and the Theotokos
from Sioni on the bridge and ordered all the
captured Christians to walk across the icons by
foot. They immediately killed anyone who
refused to do so. It is thought that the
number of those killed reached 100,000.
However the Lord did not leave His flock, the
Georgian people, and aided them many times
during this time of great oppression.

From the start of the 13™ century the
unified state of the Mongols held an important
part of Asia and Europe; northern China,
Middle Asia, Iran, Afghanistan and other
countries under its control through the
leadership of Genghis Khan. Georgian
historian writes that the Mongols were
campaigning “upon Great Kivchaghia (an area
in the North Caucasus), Ossetia, Khazaria,
Russia, even to the Land of Darkness.” The
historian is referring to the northern polar
region as “the Land of Darkness”. From the
West they approached the centers of Europe,
“before it was driven back at Serbia.”

It is amazing but a fact that such a strong
state was not able to entirely seize Georgia or
to abolish Georgian statehood. Here it is
meant that the Mongols had never seized
western Georgia. Because of this, the ruling
center of Georgia was brought over to western
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Georgia. During the time of the invasion of
the principal Mongol forces, King Rusudan
stood at the head of the Georgian state. Ivane
Javakhishvili calls her an inexperienced and
unfit person to be at the helm of the country.

Was the Georgian government and the
commander-in-chief able to stop the fighting
and resist the Mongols? Most probably, yes.
This fact is given credence because despite the
Mongols' great desire, they were unable to
even once enter western Georgia.

The Mongols in fact placed eastern
Georgia under their submission without a fight.
During such a time, the Georgian Church
considered it necessary to help with the
process of the pacification of Georgia. The
bishop from Chqg'ondidi once again desired that
Georgia be gathered into one, unified country.
Around the year 1242, “King Rusudan sent the
head scribe Arsen of Chg'ondidi with Bato
Khan to an area by the Volga.” He reached a
truce with the Mongols, according to which the
highest Mongol authority recognized a united,
undivided Georgian state under a Georgian
king's leadership. A distinct commitment was
to have been placed on eastern Georgia,
whereas western Georgia was free from this
commitment, although Georgia's entirety was
imposed with the payment of a tax.

In 1259 one of the kings out of the two
within Georgia, David Narin, Rusudan's son,
lead an insurrection against the Mongols and
went across to western Georgia. After this event,
this part of Georgia was disconnected from the
rule of the Mongols and the leaders of this side
continued the politics of the Georgian state.

Unfortunately, during the time of
Mongols' dominance, Georgia was split into
three parts as a result of an opinion of political
administration: eastern, western, and southern
Georgia. Even then though, the Georgian
Church united them. It is precisely because of
this, that even during this time, the Georgians
considered their country's borders from times
of old to be Nikopsia and Darubandi. From
here it must be said that in reality, the border
of eastern Georgia went to Tetrtsqali (or
Akhsu), from whence to Darubandi or until the
Caspian Sea only 60-70 kilometers remain.
This river not only represented the eastern
border of ethnic Georgian settlements during
the time of the Mongols, it also represented it
during previous centuries. For example, when
Kakheti and Hereti unified in the second half
of the 10" century, this unification extended to
the Akhsu River. In this region, Georgians, in

particular Herians were densely populated.
After this when the Mongols established some
pastures nearby, this land was emptied of its
population or got assimilated.

In southern Georgia, the border extended
out until the Araksi (Rakhsi) River. Anisi and
Dvini were once again considered as Georgian
towns of old. Tao also belonged to Georgia.
Among the conspiracies of Kokhtastavi, the
rebels from Tao are mentioned.

In Meskhia during the time of Beka Jakeli's
governance, Chanetia also was included within
Georgia's borders, to which the Byzantium
empire conceded. From here, it must be noted
that the main family of Samtskhe was greatly
God-fearing.  They paid great respect to
members of the priesthood, the bishops, and
monastics. Beka was a builder of monasteries
and churches, as well as a great esteemer of
monastics and lawmakers. He was never absent
from the prayers during Matins, the Hours, and
Vespers and never reduced the army, for which
God was always merciful to him.

Until Nikopsia, the Black Sea represented
the western border of Georgia.

During the most severe century of the
Mongols' might, the Georgian people
preserved its own national borders, statehood,
its feeling of an ethnic unity, when in other
cases the Mongols changed the ethnical
makeup of its neighboring countries. For
example, the Mongols were unable to settle
within Georgia, while outside of Georgia in
Rani, Mughani, Sharvani and in territories of
Armenia they set up winter and summer
encampments. Our neighbors, the Albanians,
who lost their ethnic identity as a result of the
invasion of the Turk-Seljuks, completely
disappeared under Mongol control. Refugees
from the main towns within Armenia found
shelter within Georgia and other countries.

It is noteworthy that the Georgian people
answered the might of the Mongols with
Christian morals, with love for each other,
forbearance, and self-sacrifice. Many
Georgians gave up their lives for their
neighbors in order to save the homeland. Not
only was the common Georgian man giving his
life for the king and the country, but the king
was also giving his life to save the people.

It is possible for someone to think that
Georgians were only laying their lives down
according to the idealogies of their faith and in
exchange for this self-sacrifice they were
expecting the salvation of their souls. At the
time of their incursion into Georgia Mongols



(G

210\433 Lodgfonmtomlymizinm b s BMGLIT AL

weren't persecuting Christians (the Mongols
still had not become Muslims). It is for this
reason that later, self-sacrifice for the faith
became necessary. Islam was only decreed as
the state religion during the time of Q'azan
Khan(1295-1304). Soon “Tatar” was not only
the synonym for Mongols, but for Muslims as
well. It is interesting that the Mongols had
begun the persecution of the Christians
through the encouragement of the Persians.

The self-sacrifice of Demetre Il for the
people is common knowledge. Similarly to the
pagan Mongols, he had taken 3 wives for
himself. Basil the monk exposed this improper
marriage, but without a result. During the time
of the nation's great trial, the love for the
fatherland Demetre's sacrificed his life for his
country. The king, of his own will left for the
Horde, where they took him prisoner. While
waiting for the death verdict, the means was
given to him to sneak out of the Horde. Those
faithful to him advised, “You see, your life is
in your hands. When night comes, take some
running horses, leave, and depart from here,
because an alternate for your soul does not
exist.” At that moment the king said, “Listen
to me, because | knew from the outset that
death awaited me. | have given up myself for
my country. If | sneak out now, they will
annihilate the simple people. What good will
it be for me to gain the whole world, but yet
lose my soul?”

After a few years, on the very day (March
12) and hour, when they beheaded King
Demetre, they hung King Demetre's chastiser,
Arghuni who had been weakened by illness.

It is precisely because of self-sacrifice and
love for each other, that the Mother Theotokos
saved the Georgian army during the battles of
Alamuti. It is known that the seizure of
Alamuti's fortress presented great difficulties
for the Mongols and the battle, in which the
Georgian army also participated, lasted for 7
years. The owners of the fortress, the Mulids,
were known as assassins. Once, one Mulid
killed the Mongols' Noini-Chighata.  The
Mongols blamed his death on the Georgians
and set off after them. The Georgian nobles
pitied the Georgian warriors, for this reason
they decided to not fight the Mongols, who far
outnumbered them. “If we do not fight against
them, they will only kill us, the nobles and
with this the majority of the Georgians will
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survive. Whereas if we battle against them,
they will completely slaughter us all.”
Without exception every Georgian went down
on their knees and beseeched the Theotokos
three times, “Open to us the door of kindness,
O blessed Theotokos, those who hope in thee,
so that instead of falling we may be saved from
the enemy that has set itself against us.” The
Most Holy One pitied the Georgian army and
made the assassin confess to his crime.

The historian goes on to describe many
instances of the Georgians' self-sacrifice. We
should name St. Tsotne Dadiani, who’s
heroism also belongs to a big number of self-
sacrifices (1246).

As it appears from everything mentioned
above about the invasion of the Mongols, it is
true that the Georgian government could not
manage pulling off a serious opposition
because of feebleness, but the country, with its
high level of inner spirituality, was able to save
Georgia and cast off the yoke of Mongol
dominance in a comparatively short amount of
time. The Mongols were dominant in eastern
Georgia for 100 years, at the same time
western  Georgia remained as unseized
territory. The main thing is that an intermixing
of Mongols and Georgians did not occur and
the Georgians were not assimilated into a
foreign society, when the Mongols gave their
own ethnic appearance to other cultures.

Faithfulness and love are old Georgian
gualities, although as it was already said,
jealousy and hostility toward each other was
not unknown to them. They were especially
jealous of prominent people. Jealousy gave
birth to hostility, which in turn separated
prominent Georgians from each other. The
Mongols had observed this quality as well,
“You Georgians are not doing anything good
for each other.” The Georgians themselves
sensed this fault well, “We are disobedient to
each other.”

It seems that this characteristic was one of
the basic reasons that a united Georgian front
to battle the Mongols could not be formed.
The Georgian nobles could not unite against
the Mongols, although each on its own accord
represented an important power.

Apart from interior disorder, Georgia's
geographical location had a hand in its
destruction too. It found itself between two
Hordes (northern and southern Hordes) incited
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against each other to gain a hold of Georgia.
The passes of the Caucasian mountains,
Dariala and in part Daruband as well, were in
the hands of the Georgians and for this reason
the Georgians were being harmed in the first
order by the instigated rivalry between the two
hordes.

In such a terrible time, the Georgian
priesthood was not only protecting Christianity
in Georgia, it was also spreading it outside its
borders. Georgian  missionaries  were
preaching the Holy Gospel in the mountainous
countries in the Caucasus and in Daghestan.
These people were of the such as Pimen Salosi
/ from Gareji and Anthon son of Naokhrebeli,
who was from Meskhia.

The 14™ Century

In the beginning of the 14™ century,
Giorgi the Brilliant became king. The entirety
of western, southern (Meskhia), and eastern
Georgia was gathered together under his own
scepter.

First of all, he added Meskhia (Samtskhe-
Klarjeti) to his kingdom with an agreement of
the Mongols.  After this he drove the
Mongolian armed formation, consisting mainly
with Ossetians, from the country's borders.
These formations held small towns and forts in
various places. This time, it appears that the
Ossetians no longer had their back fortified by
the Mongols, as in the era of previous kings.
The Mongol government had a good
disposition towards King Giorgi. The king
himself seized the passes of the Caucasus and
crushed every opposing force. With this all the
roads leading into Kartli were cut off to the
Ossetians and the country had a little bit of
respite from them. The expulsion of the
Ossetians from Kartli was also a sign of
casting out the dominance of the Mongols.
Soon terrible wars began between the Mongol
rulers. The unity of the empire was ruined and
the country almost dissolved. King Giorgi
quickly took advantage of this situation and
freed Georgia from the Mongol domination.
This fact gives reference to the strength of the
Georgian state, because after this, the Mongols
continued their dominance in other countries
for a long time.

The king desired to re-establish the old
borders of Georgia from Nikopsia to
Daruband. He first strengthened Rani in the

direction toward Daruband, after which he
decided to strengthen western Georgia.

He again united a disintegrated Georgia
and similarly to David Aghmashenebeli, he
filled it up and reconstructed it. He restored
and enlightened demolished and obliterated
churches. He turned Rani, Movakani, and
Sharvani into tribute states. Every enemy,
where it was better in battle and strength, he
subdued and pacified with great wisdom and
knowledge.

Giorgi the Brilliant did not even let the
affairs of the Church be neglected. He
gathered the Catholicos and Bishops of all of
Georgia, of Kartli and Abkhazia together and
made them accept a binding agreement. The
participants of the council, “Restored the
proper things and anathematized that which
was improper.” He also strengthened
Georgian rights outside of the county's
borders, specifically in Jerusalem.

By this time, the sultans in Egypt had
ownership over the holy places in Jerusalem
and in the surrounding area of the East,
although from the 12" century, the Georgians
had held the main places of prayer.

At the same time of the faltering of
Georgia's political strength, the Georgians'
position in Palestine also faltered. During the
6" and 7" decade of the 13" century, the
Muslims drove the Georgian monks out of the
Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem (which
was erected through the initiative of Prokhore)
and turned the church into a mosque. As
researchers are guessing, it is true that
Georgians were able to free the Monastery of
Cross from the Mamluks at the beginning of
1305, but many worries remained. For
example, the Egyptians once again held
Christ's Church of the Resurrection, Golgotha,
and the Holy Sepulcher (it is one monastery
complex). King Giorgi had twice sent
ambassadors to the sultan of Egypt, during the
years 1316 and 1320. He approached Sultan
Pipai with a great gift. The sultan received the
gift with joy and “gave the keys to Jerusalem.”

Between the years 1331-41, a foreign
traveler in Jerusalem at the time notes, “The
key to the Holy Sepulcher is in the hands of
the Georgians and they are not even letting one
pebble go away from the sepulcher.” The key
to the Holy Sepulcher had been in the hands of
the Georgians until the middle of the 15"
century, until the Franciscans snatched it away.

During the 14™ century, creative work in
the monasteries was again in full swing.
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Original Georgian compositions were created,
the accounts of the martyrdoms of Luke of
Jerusalem and Nicholas Dvali.  Various
collections were compiled and manuscripts
were gathered.

In the 14™ century, the Georgians also
firmly held the monastery of Petritsoni.
During that time there still existed an academic
institution-seminary, at which the main
language was Georgian. As a result, Giorgi
the Brilliant could again resurrect the influence
of the Georgian state in the Empire of
Trebizond.

Giorgi the Brilliant reigned “with a kind
monarchy” for 28 years. He passed away
during the year 1346 in Thilisi.

Until the invasion of Tamerlane Georgia
was comparatively peaceful and lived
passively. The country was unified and free.
In fact the Georgian empire covered the entire
Transcaucasus. It was not only so for Giorgi
the Brilliant, but also for his successors, the
kings of Georgia, David IX (1346-1360) and
Bagrat V. It is precisely during the reign of
Bagrat V, that Tamerlane invaded.

As a result of extensive, aggressive wars,
Tamerlane created a gigantic empire, which
stretched all the way to the Great Wall of
China in the East, Central Russia in the North,
and to the Mediterranean Sea and Egypt in the
West.

It is true that Georgia had almost the entire
Caucasus established under its control, but in
comparison with Tamerlane's empire however,
it was insignificant. Aside from this, the battle
against Georgia taxed Tamerlane and in fact
was unable to seize it, even though it was
greatly obliterated. At the very end, the
extensive war between these two empires
ended with a truce.

During the years 1386-1403, Tamerlane
invaded Georgia 8 times. The Georgians, in
self-defense, were not only conducting wars
against him, they also at times sneaked into
countries seized by him and extended help to
Tamerlane's enemies (the capture of the
fortress at Alanji, a raid upon the reserves at
Nakhichevani, and the concealment of Prince
Taheri's son, Tamerlane's nemesis, who had
fled from there). The Georgians were
delivering the doors of the Caucasus to the
deadly enemy of Tamerlane, Golden Horde.
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After the campaign of Tamerlane, Georgia
was able to unify its own empire, defend
Christianity and its national culture. But the
northern Caucasian tribes were not only cut off
from Georgia, instead they opposed Georgia
even more, which greatly had a hand in the
overthrow of Georgia's power in the following
centuries. Even before Tamerlane, the
Mongolian Empire of the Iranian llkhanate
was always trying to turn the Caucasian passes
under its control and with this to annihilate the
possibility of the Golden Horde's invasion into
Iran and the Transcaucasus, its main enemy.
In their own way, some Georgian rulers tried
to drive back the Ilkhanate with a connection
to the Golden Horde. Georgia had not even
changed its politics during the time of
Tamerlane, in connection with the Golden
Horde. For this reason, Tamerlane tried to
subjugate the Caucasian tribes with the spread
of Islam, in similar manner to the old Iranian
poI|t|C|ans As a result, at the very beginning
of the 15" century, a wall of Islamic influence
was already created around Georgia, which
received its final appearance through the
Ottomans after the capture of Constantinople,
in 1453.

Tamerlane knew very well that the power
that unified and protected Georgia and made it
staunchly fight against its enemies, was
Christianity. For this reason, he tried by all
means to uproot Christianity and spread Islam,
but he could not attain anything. He drew
many church treasures out of Georgia, among
those mostly being books. He tore down
churches and monasteries wherever he was
able and had a great mistrust towards the
Christian  population. Despite this, the
Georgian Christians put up a fierce resistance
to Tamerlane. He greatly suffered in the war
against the Georgians. Even his chronicler
denoted this. “In Georgia, the war was not
easy.” “In this country, even Alexander the
Macedonian  faced great  humiliation.”
“Tamerlane however found victory.” And so
he boasted.

In Kvatakhevi's monastery, Tamerlane's
soldiers burned Georgian Christians, members
of the priesthood, monks, and nuns alive.
Beforehand, they offered them the chance of
denying Christianity, but after receiving a
negative response, they tortured them terribly.
After torturing them however, they burned the
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holy, great matyrs, bound hand and foot.
During the time of their matrydom, they sang
hymns. On the walls and floors of
Kvatakhevi's monastery of the Theotokos, the
burned traces of the saints' remains were
visible for a long time.

15™ Century

During the year of 1403, Tamerlane
placed a truce with the king of Georgia. The
enemy was forced to recognize the existence of
a Georgian, Christian empire. Tamerlane died
the year 1405. At the very time of the
departure of the enemy hordes, King Giorgi
the VII not only cleansed the country from the
remains of what had happened, he also took
military forces outside of the country. He
campaigned in Nakhichevani, Ganja, Ansa,
and Arzrumi. In 1407 King Giorgi perished on
the battle field. His brother Constantine
ascended the throne, whom they also killed on
the battle field in Shirvan. After that, his son
Alexander (called the Great) became king,

The entirety of Georgia was in complete
submission to King Alexander (1412-1442),
although after Tamerlane, Georgia's sovereign
territory was reduced in size. The ethnical
surroundings were changed as well. The Turks
or a Turkified population was already living as
a neighbor to Georgia. During this time, the
Mongols themselves were undergoing the
process of Turkification, which played a part
in the population's Turkification. The
Mongols however, still held the country. As a
result of this, the territory of Georgia's
monarchy was reduced in the eastern direction.
The situation was similar towards the
southwest as well. In general, Anisi was no
longer a part of Georgia's constituency. Lore
had also been taken by the Muslims.

The Georgian government and apparently
the church could not come to terms with the
spread of Islam and Turkish influences in the
Georgian population, especially those who
lived in Lore, who lived close to the center of
Georgia, Thilisi. The helmsman of the
Georgian Church, Catholicos-Patriarch
Theodore, had received a very important part
in the campaign against the fortress in Lore,
that was held by the Muslims. Before the
battle, the Catholicos encouraged and
spiritually strengthened the army, “Catholicos
Theodore had begun his role as a preacher and
the Georgian army, filled with a great ardor
from his inspiration and encouragement,

snatched Lore away from the enemy and took
hold of it itself.” (I. Javakhishvili) This
happened during the year 1431.

During the years 1434-35 King Alexander
had joined the territory of Sivnia (current
Karabakh region) to Georgia with 60,000
Christians.

The fact that the size of the population in
Georgia, particularly in the east, was greatly
reduced, greatly impeded the revival of the
monarchy's former power. It is because of this
that the King settled part of the population from
western Georgia into the thinned-out areas of
eastern Georgla. King Alexander cared greatly
for the reconstruction of  churches,
monasteries, and fortresses that had been
destroyed. From the year 1412, at the same
time of his coronation, he continued the work
that had been begun by his blessed
grandmother, Rusudan, in reconstructing the
?_Io_rlfled cathedral of Svetitskhoveli. It was
inished approximately around the year 1431.
King Alexander had also cared for the
Georgian churches and monasteries located in
Greece and Palestine as well.

During that period in the world, they knew
Georgia as a big, Christian nation. It is known
that precisely during this century Ferara-
Florence's international ecumenical church
council was held. This council portrayed
church unification as its objective. On this, as
the rule demanded, a diptych was protected. In
the assembly hall, on one side, first the
representatives of the Orthodox Church
holding the title of patriarch sat in succession,
then those who stood lower in rank. In the
rank of the Patriarchal Churches, after the
patriarchal representatives of the churches of
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and
Jerusalem, they seated the representative of
Georgia's Patriarchal Church (in documents -
“the King of Georgia”). During that time it
had been Metropolitan Sophroni, who firmly
defended Orthodoxy at this council. This gives
reference to the fact, that the Georgian
Church's feeling of worth during that time was
as high as it had been during the XI-XII
centurles.

During the time of Alexander, unity and
peace reigned, whereas in international
politics, Georgia's influence on neighboring
countries resurrected as of old. During the last
years of his life, the king revealed his own love
towards Christ, insomuch that he refused to be
king, was tonsured and became a monk.

During Alexander's lifetime, his son,
Vakhtang Il became king (1442-1446) and
following him, his brother — Giorgi VIII
(1446-1466). Unceasing feudal skirmishes
began in the country. As a result, Georgia's
political breakup naturally followed. In 1451,
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Kvarkvare became an atabegi in Meskhia, who
systematically started the annexation of
Meskhia from Georgia in which the priesthood
of Meskhia also took up. In fact, the leaders of
Meskhia, Samegrelo-Abkhazia, and Guria
were no longer obeying Giorgi VIII.

In the year 1453, the Ottomans seized
Constantinople and Empire of Trebizond in
1461. Georgia ended up being surrounded by
the Muslims and Turks and was cut off from
Europe. In 1459 a terrible civil war began.
1462 Kvarkvare invited Muslims of sovereign
Iran to fight against King Giorgi and defeat
him. Soon the prince of Imereti, Bagrati,
mutineed against Giorgi VIII and defeated
him. In the year 1478, Alexander I's
grandchild, Constantine Il ascended the throne
of Kartl-Imereti. To him, the formation of the
monarchies of Kakheti and Imereti, and the
principalities of Meskhia and others on the
territory of his own state, was deemed un-
canonical. But this formation of individual
regimes was already a fact. The country fell
into a great state of decay.

It is impossible to consider the history of
the Georgian people without the participation
of the Georgian Church and in contrary, the
history of the Georgian Church is the history
of the Christian Georgian people. It is true that
Georgian people had a sense of national unity
a long time before Christianity, but after each
Georgian received and fell in love with the
Christian faith, the history of the people apart
from history of the Georgian Church is
unimaginable.

For this reason not only did the fall of the
faith follow the division of the Church, in this
well-chosen instance, a national degeneration
followed as well. At the end of the XV
century, in the wars that had sprung up
between the Georgian kings and leaders,
Meskhia's atabegi showed a special separatism.
As Ivane Javakhishvili writes, “Kvarkvare
Atabegi had been blinded so much with this
hostility and battles for isolation, that
disaccord even breached the sphere of the
Church... He wished for annexation from the
catholic jurisdiction of Meskhia and for the
gain of complete independence.”

It is amazing that instead of offering help,
the Patriarchates of Antioch and Jerusalem
tried to break apart a unified, Georgian Church
so that afterward a part might be alloted to
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them as well. With the transgression of every
type of church canon, the casting aside of
canons conceived during the holy church
councils which forbade these sort of actions,
they invaded the episcopate of Georgia's
church and abrogated the apostolic seat of
Saint Andrew that through the labors of Saint
Nino had been founded on the Robe of the
Lord. Of these, each brought about its own
result. In this part of the country (Meskhia)
the authority of Christianity fell, this logically
in turn lessened the opposition towards Islam.

As a confirmation of the interconne-
ctedness between the spiritual life and physical
existence of some parts of the nation, let us
recall the history of the wonderworking icon of
Atsg'uri. It is known that the Apostle Andrew
brought an icon of the Theotokos when he
came into Georgia. The apostle placed this
icon in Atsg'uri where it remained until the 15"
century.

The wonder-working icon of Atsq'uri was
an object of great holiness. As they did with
other icons in Georgia, they decorated it
profusely with precious stones and gems,
whereas the kings of Georgia were always
dedicating rich offerings to it.

During the year 1477, the ruler of Iran
attacked Georgia. In Samtskhe he seized the
wounded icon of Atsq'uri and apparently
robbed it of its ornamentation.

After the departure of the Theotokos of
Atsg'uri from Meskhia, the population of
Samtskhe's province became primarily Muslim
and lost their nationality. There the holy icon
was protecting Christianity and the Georgians.

This speaks to the fact that today in
Meskhia the cathedral of Atsq'uri, once known,
stands in ruins, whereas its old, former flock
has been scattered and assimilated into the
Turkish-Tatar masses.

The sovereign king of that time, Bagrat of
Imereti, also desired independence for the
western church of Georgia.

The church of Meskhia intended to
administratively defect from the apostolic
throne of the Georgian Church whereas some
of the hierarchy of Georgia's western church,
revealed a wish to transfer those of the
apostolic rank from Mtskheta to its own
eparchiates.

However, the churches of western Georgia
and Meskhia, liturgy, prayers and every sort of
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church custom and ritual remained Georgian as
usual. The only difference was that they were
no longer commemorating the names of the
kings and Catholicos-Patriarchs of all of
Georgia. This great sin, played a big part in
leading the reckless religious and national
politics of the rulers of Meskhia.

The idea of separatism had not germinated
in the realm of the church, this was the result
of a harsh influence on the church by the
national government. Not even this
disobedience had brought about a positive
result.  Lastly, the entire Georgian race
incurred a loss. A large part of the Meskhians
separated from the Church. Here, the way was
opened to foreign religions and churches,
which led the way in southern Georgia for the
influx of Islam, Catholicism (French), and
Monophysitism (Armenian) as a result. The
remainder of the Orthodox Church became a
part of the Greek Eparchiate of Constantinople,
which gave birth to a national Greek
consciousness within them. They became
Greek. Even the Church of western Georgia
was unable to care for its own parish as its
needs demanded. Because of this, part of the
Christians became Muslim (Lower Guria-
Batumi-Kobuleti, the region of Adjara),
whereas a second part (Abkhazia) was
absorbed into the isolated paganism of the
mountainous peoples (Cherkez-Apsua-
Adighe). It also must be said, that until the
nullification of Georgia's statehood by Russia
(1801-1810), the native language of a large
part of the “Armenians” and also the “French”
and “Greeks” was formerly Georgian, but the
government of Russia did not recognize them
as being Georgian.

As a result of this, every Georgian who
departed from the Mother Church was
subsequently separated from their own people,
disconnected from their cultural lineage, and
assimilated into foreign peoples.

16™ Century

At the end of the 15™ century the unified
Georgian Kingdom was divided into three
parts. One King reigned in Imereti (Alexander
son of Bagrat); the second one in Kakheti
(Alexander son of Giorgi VIII), and in Kartli —
Constantine 11 (grandson of Alexander 1)
became the King.

Each King was separately fighting for
unification of Georgia against the rest [of the

Kings]. They called themselves King of All
Georgia.

After the invasions of Timor Lang, the
external enemies reduced attacks, the
nobelmen could not rest, always fighting each
other. But, A sward, plough and faith as before
supported the common men, but there were no
big ideals. The country spiritually relaxed, got
into fatigue.

Georgia is divided into the Kingdoms of
Kakheti, Kartli, Imereti, and into kingdoms of
Dadiani, Gurieli, Atabagi and, at the same
time, there are shaping obvious tendencies of
even more division; these parts disobey, rival
and fight each other, but in general, Georgia
was spread widely. The East border of
Kakheti lays within some 200 kilometers from
Caspian Sea and alines with Shaki; in the
South — the border of Kartli reaches Lake
Sevan, and the border of Samtavro Atabagis’ —
at Valashkerti and Erzurum; Guria includes
Chaneti, and in the West - Imereti and
Sadadiano are bordered by Black Sea and
country of Jiketi.

In the 15™-16™ centuries, Georgia,
especially Kakheti, was a full and well-fed
country.

This period is known as the beginning of
serfdom in Georgia. The noblemen were
striving to independence.

To be at war with Georgians and, moreover,
to subordinate them was not such an easy task.
Had they had one voice and unified statehood,
neither Turks nor Persia would have been able to
harm them; even though, it was not quite easy for
them to be at war with/to fight against
divided/dismembered Georgia, either.

In this period the Georgian Church was a
holder of Christianity throughout the whole
Georgia. The nation was keeping the
Christianity strongly. Church was uniting and
strengthening a country.

Georgians’ aspirations and self-sacrifice is
well observed in one of the letters of King
Simon: “T guess, you’ve too heard about how
much trouble and hardship we went through
but did not gave up. | will entirely sacrifice
myself and also my young child, will shed my
blood to the last drop for love of Crucified
Jesus Christ and our Lord, till [1] have a breath
in my mouth, [I] will not give up fighting the
Osmals, [I] will never put in wvein that
invaluable/precious blood that Jesus Christ
shed for me”... From this extract it is obvious
(form this extract) why is that Turkey which is
cut into Europe, could not manage to eliminate
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the statehood of not only entire Georgia, but
even at least of West Georgia; although seized
away almost one third of the Georgian soil —
Saatabago and forced it to become to Muslim.

Even though, Georgia was weakened by
the rivalry among the Samtavros, at times
when they united together, Georgian military
forces were quite impressive in general. The
Turkish Sultan took advantage of this [fact]
and, according to Georgian sources, sent
Georgian Kings to take over Jerusalem. As it
appears from the sources, Georgians stronglx
established themselves in Jerusalem in the 16
century.

At last it should be said, that although the
Georgians were brave fighters and sharp with
their swords, they put emotions before the
reason, never abandon ambitions even when
this was damaging to the common cause.

Despite the facts that Georgia became
dismembered and different, independent from
each other, the responsibility of ethnic unity
still was preserved among the population, but
the process of dismembering was followed by
a process of revival of tribal entities within
Georgians.

Only the Church stayed to carry the idea
of Georgian unity. From the Church point of
view, Georgia represented/was one whole
body/organism. By that time the Georgian
Church already had two centers — Mtskheta
and Bichvinta. The Church of East Georgia

was under Kartli Sakatholicoso and the
[Church of] West [Georgia] — Sakatholicoso of
Apkhazeti.

Kingdoms of Kartli and Kakheti often
were united. The same way, the state entities
of West Georgia were often united. This fact
also was encouraged/determined by existence
of United Sakatolicoso of Kartli and
United/Whole Sakatolicoso of Apkhazeti.

The Church was preventing tribal split of
Georgian nation. It [the Church] was the force
of national consolidation.

17" Century

It could be said that the 17" century was
the hardest in the history of Georgian nation. If
the enemies used to be satisfied by conquering
or taxing Georgia, in this century the Persian
and Osman Empires did their best to eliminate
Georgian nation. The hundreds of thousands of
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Georgians were killed within Georgia; even
more [Georgians] were forcibly moved to
Persian Empire. They emptied out Kakheti and
brought in hoards of Turkish tribes. The native
population of Georgians in Meskheti were
forcibly imposed on Muslim faith (converted
into Tatars), those opposing were eliminated or
made them to move out. And, West Georgia
was consumed into unusual anarchy: slave
trading started. Whether Georgians or non-
Georgians, they would massively kidnap
Georgians and sell them as slaves. Although,
must be noted that it was not only Georgians
that Osman-Persian public order took [not only
Georgians] to the slave markets, but also other
conquered European peoples: Bosnians,
Albanians, and others.

In addition to all of these, the tribes of
Northern Caucasus start moving and settling
into the weakened and emptied Georgia.
Daghestanians settled in East Kakheti, and not
only settled there but also started capturing,
enslaving, robbing and raiding Georgian
population. In the mountainous part of Shida
Kartli the Dvals, turned into Osths, came and
settled from the Northern Caucasus. In Egris-
Apkhazeti too the North Caucasians — Adighei,
Apsua-Abazs, Apsars, and Cherkezs, settled.

In the conquered Georgia, Georgians were
targeted and persecuted. Clearly, during such
times the instinct of survival started working/to
work — some Georgians start declining their
nationality, some of them became Tatars, some
— Armenians (Persians and Osmals/??/ did not
persecute Christians of Gregorian faith), some
became “French” (Catholics too were
persecuted to a lesser extent). Besides that,
Georgians also became Lecks, Osths, Apkhazs.

Fortunately, the most part of
Georgians stood firm against the menace of
denationalization and national degradation. It
should be notes that the main efforts in
survival of/saving Georgian nation belonged to
Georgian or Apostolic Church of Georgia. The
fact of the matter is that by keeping only
Christianity, Georgians could not save their
nationality. For example, Georgians of
Gregorian faith, were still Christians, but they
gradually  assimilated into  Armenians.
Basically, the same could be said about
Catholic Georgians. Georgian nationality was
preserved only by those Georgians who were
the members of Apostolic Church of Georgia.
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During such a horrible/terrible danger,
while saving the faith, the personal example
was of the wutmost importance. The
representatives of the high ranks of society:
kings and queens, mtavars, noblemen and their
family members were setting examples for
larger masses of population.

After the noblemen having been converted
to Muslim faith, almost all Meskheti became
Muslim. Soon the population having had lost
its faith, lost its Georgian nationality as well.

It could be said that the Homeland and the
nation were saved both from spiritual and
physical elimination and from assimilation into
other peoples by self-secrifice for Christ by St.
Ketevan, St. King Luarsab II, other noblemen,
Church clergy or secular people/self-
sacrificing themselves for Christ.

The 17" century is distinguished by
numerous quantities of martyrs for Christ. The
Georgian Church could canonize only some of
them as great was their number. Canonized
[are] 6,000 martyrs being killed in 1616 in
David Gareji desert; Noble Georgian St. King
Luarsab martyred for Christ in 1622; Great
Martyr Luminary of Georgia Queen of Kakheti
St. Ketevan, martyred in1624; nine brothers
Kherkheulidze with their mother and a sister
and 9,000 Georgians killed with them in 1625
on the battlefield at Marabda; the Head of the
Georgian Church St.  Father Evdemoz
Catholicos, martyred in 1642; Sts. Bidzina
Cholokashvili, Elizbar and Shalva Eristavs of
Ksani, martyred in 1661; killed by Lecks in
1696-1700 in the Monastery of David Gareji
the reverend fathers: Shio the New/Akhali,
David and Gabriel; besides these numerous
others sacrificed themselves for Christ and for
the Motherland. Among these is our Holy
Father-Theodor, martyred in 1669, escort of St.
Ketevan and plentiful /numerous/many St.
Martyrs who brightened the Georgian Church.
The Georgian nation and the Georgian Church
showed extreme firmness during that time.

During the 17" century the Persian Empire
very much grew its strength during the reign of
Shah-Abaz. Shah was very fearful for and
annoyed by the ties of Kingdom of Kakheti
with Russia and Osman.

On September 15, 1615 after the Divine
Liturgy celebrating Alaverdoba, Kakhetians
rose up. Soon Teimuraz came from Imereti and
led the rebels. Shirvani rebelled as well.
Teimuraz himself led the Georgian army,
ambushed the Persians at Tsitsamuri and

s

eliminated them within few hours. Georgians
celebrated the excellent victory.

Shah again invaded and raided Georgia
but as soon as he left, Kakhetians rebelled
again. Even though the Shah managed to
defeat the revolt by means of multiple armies,
Georgians did not give up and responded to his
cruelty with yet another revolt. In 1617 the
Shah fourth time invaded Georgia.

Teimuraz not only startled/astounded but
led a big fight against Persians and tried to
achieve his goal with the help of Osman army,
but Osman could not succeed. Teimuraz asked
for help also from Russia in 1618. The Shah,
angered by connections of Teimuraz with
Russia and Osmals, sought out revenge
to/against his family members. In 1620, he had
Teimuraz® sons — Levan and Alexander be
castrated resulting in death of the younger son
and the older son going insane.

By evaluation of lvane Javakhishvili, the
Russian government instead of sending
necessary military force and masters of making
cannons and guns, was sending Russian clergy
who behaved arrogantly and did not even serve
in churches. As they were used to torment in
their own country, they gazed with suspicious
at the Georgian church services.

In 1624, Shah-Abbaz viciously tortured
and killed Temuraz’s mother — St. Ketevan.
Queen Ketevan was canonized as saint by the
Georgian Church. She saved/liberated all/the
entire Georgia from being converted into
Muslims.

Shah-Abbas planned to displace and move
to Persia the entire population of Kartli and
Khakheti and instead of them bring and settle
Persians in Georgia. With this purpose he sent
Giorgi Saakadze with enormous army. But,
Giorgi Saakadze learned that the Shah was
planning on killing him after having Kartli and
Kakheti raided and destroyed and the goal
accomplished, therefore he [Giorgi Saakadze]
contacted Zurab Eristavi and made a deal to
revolt against Persians. The revolt ended with
Georgians’ victory. This was one of the most
important victory in the history of Georgian
nation. This happened in 1623.

In the established situation, the
“Undefeatable” Shah decided to make a truce
with Teimuraz. In 1631 the Shah recognized
Teimuraz as the King of Kartli and Kakheti.
Teimuraz was a terror for the Muslim rulers
therefore the Shah would not tolerate his
kingship for long. He sent again a huge army
to Georgia with the orders to oust Teimuraz
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and to replace him with Rostom-Khan as an
“obligation of Gurjistan.

Since 1632 instead of ousted Teimuraz,
67-year-old Rostom has become/sat as the
King of Kartli. Despite huge resistance and
numerous revolts, Teimuraz could not manage
to defeat Rostom as he [Rostom] was relying
on forces. Teimuraz moved to Kakheti.

In 1642 there was a big coup d'état against
Rostom. Catholicos Evdemon Diasamidze was
involved in it. Rostom defeated the revolted,
placed the Catholicos in jail, and soon had him
killed and thrown out of a tower. Rostom who
was fighting against the soul, belief and idea of
the Georgian Church, sent armies to Kakheti
and defeated Teimuraz who escaped to Imereti.
Rostom became the King of Kartl-Kakheti.
Concentrated as a monk, Teimuraz died at 74.
Rostom died even earlier. He was replaced by
Bagration of Mukhrani — converted into
Muslim Vakhtang (Shah-Navaz).

The self-dedication of Teimuraz and other
sons of Georgia to the faith of Christ saved the
country from total assimilation. The orienting
goal of Georgians still remained the Faith and
Motherland.

In those times, Persians and Osman were
ferociously fighting not against the Christianity
in general, but against the Apostolic Church of
Georgia — Orthodoxy, in particular. They did
not fight against the Gregorians and Catholics,
but the opposite - they favor Armenian
Christians and their church centers and
viciously persecuting and abusing the members
of the Georgian Church. They were forcing
them to convert into the Muslim faith or
allowed them to remain Christians if became
“Armenians” or “French”.

The main reason why Persia was fighting
against the Orthodox Church was the fact that
Georgian Church served as a link between
Georgia and Russian Orthodox Empire. On its
turn, Russia was conduction a war with Persia.
Therefore, Persia was striving to eliminate a
stronghold of Russia in Caucasus, and, in
particular, the Georgian Orthodox Church.

18™ Century

The well-known statesmen always fought
for unification of Georgia, but the Persian and
Osman empires almost in every century
renewed truce of 1555, according to which the

Scientific-Historical Journal

SVETITSKHOVELI

East Georgia was considered Iran’s and the
West Georgia - Osman’s vassal states.

The dismemberment of unified statehood
restored tribe-hood and clanship. Georgian
national groups — Kartlels, Kakhels, Imerelians
- gradually emerged. The kingdoms of Odishi,
Guria, Apkhazeti and Sveneti partied from the
Kingdom of Imereti.

The Sacathalicoso of Apkhazeti, which
encompassed large territories in the beginning
of the 16™ century, because of conversion of
the population to the Muslim faith lost large
part of it in the North and in the South. As it
was mentioned, from the North the Adighei-
Cherkezian peoples came down and settled,
called Apsars in old Georgia. They managed to
assimilate with the domestic population.

The new ethnic group, which emerged
after the assimilation, was named as
Abkhazians, as far as all the population in
Abkhazia was called as Abkhazians.
Consequently, Abkhazians were Georgians and
spoke Georgian language. As the evidence the
numerous Abkhazian epigraphical, historical
and literature sources can be named.

It should be noticed that newcomers were
referred as Abkhazians only by the domestic
Georgian population. Newcomers called
themselves as Apsua, and foreigners called
them as Cherkes. Former Abkhazian noblemen
didn’t lose their Georgian mentality and
belong themselves to the traditional Georgian
cultural environment.

The same way, Lecks came and settled in
Kakheti; and Osths [settled] in Kartli that
resulted into assimilation of Georgians.
Settlers from mountains were predominantly
Mohamedians and pagans which resulted into
robbing properties of churches, monasteries,
eparchies and even  Cathedrals of
Sacatholicoso. Many eparchies were abolished.
The native population — the parish was getting
destroyed. They were either kidnapped and
sold as slaves or forced to become serfs or
house servants that was followed by their
conversion into other faith.

The Georgian Church was fighting against
all these [processes]. Its utmost goal was to
liberate Christians from captivity and settle
them in their estates; to provide help to poor,
orphan, and weak; to conduct activity and take
care of those that had nothing; it also paid
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attention to helping of the manufacturers, re-
writers of books and artists.

Part of the Church property was used for
decoraing of churches and for the maintenance
of monasteries. It is notable, that Church
fathers were donating even their personal
income.

Though spiritually unified, Georgian Church
was divided into two Sakathalicosos, their
language of warship of God was Georgian.
There was never used any other language [but
Georgian] in the Georgian Church since times of
St. Nino to the 19" century.

Vakhtang VI, from the very beginning of
his state reign in 1705 called on the Church
Meeting which chose as Catholicos of Georgia
- Vakhtang’s brother Domenty, newly arrived
from Russia and who in the first phase of his
term energetically helped Vakhtang in
regulating the state matters.

Vakhtang VI was a representative of the
junior branch of the Bagrations — dynasty of
the Mukhrans [branch of the royal Bagrationi
tree]. He and close to him dedicated Georgians
designed the plan of “liberation and
restoration” of Georgia. By “liberation” was
meant liberation of Georgia from Mohamedian
countries; and, by ‘“restoration” was
considered/meant — unification of Georgia. It
was necessary to have a support of the
Christian countries for the “deliverance and
revival/restoration” [plan]. The foreign policy
of Vakhtang VI and the Georgian statesmen
was based on this program. Hereby must be
noted that the European and Russian
orientation ended with failure and fortunately
Georgians found the strengths for
“deliverance and revival/restoration” within
themselves.

The power of Iranian state extremelx
diminished in the beginning of the 18
century. Osmals weakened as well. It so
happened, that the Georgian noblemen that
traveled to/arrived in Iran from Iran’s vassal
states of Kartli and Kakheti actively
partaking/participating in and to a certain
extent even directing the life of this state, and
the Georgian army was the strongest one in
Iran. Under these circumstances, had the
Georgians managed to unite, no one could
have stood against them.

But, unfortunately unification proved to be
difficult. Especially, when the orthodox
Russian empire reached the Caucasian
mountains and the Kings of Kartli and Kakheti

promised Russia to open doors to the
Caucasus.

As it was mentioned, the Mohamedians
persecuted Georgian Orthodoxy. They harass
Orthodox Georgians and forced them to
convert in faith.

In 1713, there was prepared an
envoy/ambassadorial/diplomatic  mission to
Europe with the leadership of Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani, with the following goals:

1. Iran to legally recognize the existence of
Kartli as a Christian State of Kartli which
would be accomplished/achieved by returning
of Vakhtang VI as a Christian King to Georgia
from Iran.

2. The unification of Georgia.

3. Putting an end to the invasions of North
Caucasians.

4. Abolishing of de-nationalization of the
Georgians.

But, in 1715 Sulkhan-Saba returned empty-
handed to Georgia. This meant a fiasco of the
European orientation of the Georgian King.

The extreme weakness of the Persian state,
the dethronement of their royal dynasty by the
Afghans, the extreme internal crises within the
country as it appeared empower/enable the
politicians of Georgia to openly express their
sspiration to the orthodox Russia.

In 1722 Vakhtang VI openly revealed his
decision to the world on establishing military
ties with Russia. This news made the Muslim
countries and the North Caucasian tribes very
anxious.

Russia had special economic interests in
Persia. Peter the Great wanted the Persian
trade be in hands of Russian merchants. Peter
sent an Ambassador to Vakhtang VI.

The union of Vakhtang and Russia caused
great unease and anxiousness in all the near
East and even in Europe. In Constantinople, a
concern was put on agenda to take active
measures against the military activities of Peter
I and Vakhtang V1.

Persia, Osmans and Daghestan prepared
for exemplary punishment of Kartli.

In 1724, Peter | unexpectedly concluded
truce/peace agreement with Persia. Georgia
became a polygon of enemies’ invasions.
Vakhtang VI moved to Russia with his
tremendous entourage. Soon it was clear to
everyone that the government of Russia did not
care about for Georgia. Thus, Russian politics
of Vakhtang VI ended with fiasco too.

Obviously, the enemies’ invasions greatly
harmed the Georgian Church as well. Many
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episcopates and eparchies were abolished
entirely, and the significant part of the Church
estates and peasants were grabbed by secular
feudal lords. But, the Georgian Church saved
that spiritual core which became later the
cornerstone for restoration of Georgian
Christian statehood by 1744-1745.

In 1744, the long-time dream of the
Georgian people came to reality. The Christian
King was enthroned on Georgian Royal
Throne. The joy of Georgians had no limits.
The Catholicos-Patriarch Anthon researched
the ancient Georgian rules of kings’ coronation
and prepared the church servicemen and clergy
for the special celebrative ceremony. Happy
population decorated the streets, squares and
markets; came up to meet the King, the Queen
and the royal children with songs and chants.
Anointing of the kings was a great festive.

With restoration of sovereignty of the
Georgian statehood the idea of “deliverance”
was fulfilled after which the idea of
“resurrection” was meat up. In this was
considered return of those Georgian lands that
were seized away from Georgia.

In 1758, Solomon I, Irakli Il and Teimuraz
Il concluded an agreement of friendship and
mutual help. A special Church Council was
convened on December 4-5, 1759. The
Council banned slave trading. Cathedral/Chair
of Kutateli was restored. The Church was freed
from taxes.

In the second part of the XVIII ¢, in the
Cathalicos Anton 1 times, the Georgian
Church was flourishing. It reaches the brand
new stage of its development. There were
developed and translated numerous
philosophical and spiritual works. The rulers of
the west Georgian, i.e.  Abkhazian,
Catholicosate decided to establish new
management agency for all the Georgian
Church — Dicastery, which was assigned
functions of the Church court,

In the 70s of 18" century the
independence of the West Georgian state was
restored. Solomon |1, the King of Imereti
expelled garrisons of Turks from the country.

3" Part
Of the History of the Georgian Church
Georgian Apostolic Church in 19" - 20" C.C.

In 1801 Georgia lost its independence.
Russian Empire invaded the Caucasus.

Scientific-Historical Journal

SVETITSKHOVELI

The two, perhaps, most important
moments in the 2000 year history of Georgian
Apostolic  Church belong to  XIX-XX

centuries. These are -abolishment of
autocephaly of Georgian Church by the
Russian Imperial ~ courtyard and its
reestablishment thanks to struggle of Georgian
nation and clergy. Numerous materials are
published on the devastation of the XIX
century Georgian Church.

After the Aﬁostles having preached and
established the Church in Georgia, Christianity
has become the national religion for
Georgians. And, it has been like that for

centuries.

In 1811, the Georgian Church, the
defender of Christian faith in the entire
Caucasus, was made an addition of the Russian
bureaucracy system.

The Church in Georgia owned vast
Eroperty_ before the invasion of Russia.

conomically it was an independent entity and
by that it was radically different from the
Russian Church which by the Russian
authorities was transformed into a part of the
state machine. Since 1721 it had been
ﬁoverned by Ober-Procuror who was also a
ead of the Holy Synod. He was a civil servant
and had vast powers. The process of
subordination of the Church to the state
authority started by Peter the Great in 1721 by
abolishing the Patriarchate and was completed
by Katherine Il in 1784. For this state of
matters, clearly, Russia could not tolerate
either economic independence of the Georgian
Church or its utmost influence over the state
authority. And, therefore, Russia/it made its
goal to reorganize the Georgian Church.

On March 3, 1810 Catholicos Anton 1l
almost forcibly was re-called off to Petersburg.
On July 30, 1811, a Dicastery was
establishedand the Georgian Church lost its
autocephaly. Varlam Eristavi was appointed as
a head of Dicastery and was given the title of
Echzarkhos of Georgia. Since that time the
gravest period in life of the Georgian Church
began. The Russian authorities actively started
reducing the number of eparchies which it used
to do previously a well. This was done with a
goal of getting rid of the people, unpleasant to
the government.

On 30 August 1815 the Dikastery was
changed into the “Office of Georgian-
Imeretian Synod”.  The Russian government
made/subordinated to it the churches of Guria
and Samegrelo.

In 1817 Varlam Eristavi was called to
Petersburg. From the same year the Russian
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Archbishop of Riazan Theophilacht Rusanov
was appointed as an Echzarkhos. Since then,
till 1917, the Georgian exarchate was ruled by
only be the bishops of Russian nationality. In
1819 Theopilakt reduced number of Imeretian
eparchies through uniting them into one
eparchy. He left one eparchy each in Guria and
Samegrelo. Out of 12 West Georgia’s
eparchies only 3 remained. Apart from this, the
Egzarkhoz was reducing number of open
churches.

By the Russian government the Georgian
Church was considered as one of the sources
of the state revenue. The government assumed
that by significant reduction of the number of
clergy and other expenses they would increase
the revenue of the treasury from the church.

The anti-church policy of the Russian
empire grew the Georgian people angry. In
July 1819 a revolt started in defense of the
native Church. The rebels put out slogan
“Freedom to Homeland”. All layers of society
participated in the fight against the soldiers and
battalions armed by artillery.

In 1820 the Metropolitans Dositheos
Kutatlei and Ekvtime of Gelati, and other
influential people were arrested this reinforced
up the revolt even more.

Elderly Metropolitan Dositheos Kutateli
(Tsereteli) was put/placed in a sack and taken
towards Russia. He was beaten to death in the
same sack near town of Gori. The authorities
arrested another Metropolitan Ekvtime Gelati
(Shervashidze) as one of the organizers of the
revolt.

The metropolitans and in general bishops
had immunity and even Muslims respected this
before. Russian activities stimulated the revolt.
After the death-or-life battle the Russian army
barely managed to prevail/succeed with
greatest casualties. They devastated and
burned down Racha, ruined to the ground with
the artillery the fortress Shemokmedi in Guria.
They burned down villages, hanged some
rebels, put many/numerous people to
exile/deported to Russia, and transferred their
property to the treasury.

Historically, the Georgian Church had tens
of episcopates, or eparchies in the East, West
and South Georgia. With the abolishment of
the eparchies the Christian faith weakened
among Georgians and to improve the situation,
the Georgian church clergy demanded that the
abolished eparchies to be restored.

The policy of the Exarches caused faith
indifference of the Georgian parish, ruining

national face of the Georgian Church. The people
were particularly upset with abolishing Georgian
language in the churches and educational
institutions. The Georgian-language spiritual
educational institutions were abolished and the
Russian-language institutions were opened
causing illiteracy of the future clergy. A part of
the Georgian youth became estranged to the
Georgian language. They were following the
Russian and European ideas of socialism,
atheism and anarchism.

The most exclusive and valuable property,
collected throughout the centuries, were lost
from the churches and monasteries, along with
spiritual items decorated with gold and silver
and with precious stones. The treasury
confiscated lands from the churches and
monasteries. Under these circumstances it is
not surprising for the clergy to actively
participate in the revolts for liberation of
Georgia in 1804, 1812 and other years.

One of the leaders of the revolt in 1832
was Archimandrite Philadelphos Kiknadze. In
1866, during the rule of the Echzarkhos Paul
Lebedev, an expelled seminarian loseb
Lagiashvili killed the Rector of the Seminary
Deacon Chudetski. At  his funeral the
Egzarkhos condemned the “native people that
produced” the killer. The position of the upset
Georgians was expressed in the letter of
Dimitri Kipiani, which he sent to Lebedev. In
this letter he demanded from the Egzarkhos
that if the rumors spread were true than the
“condemner be expelled from the condemned
country”. For this Dimitry Kipiani was sent
into exile where he was killed in 1887.

The best representatives of the Russian
nation put their voices in defense of the
Georgian Church. One of these was a well-
known scholar Slavophil Nicholas Durnov. He
described the devastated state of the Georgian
Church in his work “The Fate of the Georgian
Church”.

Unfortunately, in the XIX century, whilst
Georgia being within the Russian Empire, the
true faith was weakened among the Georgian
nation.

In the XX century the empire began
demolishing, which was reflected into the
church life. For the strengthening of the empire
it was necessary to have a loyal population
with the same spoken language and with the
same faith living in the empire. The issue of
assimilation-integration of Georgians as well
as other nations came onto an agenda. The
effort against Georgian language was stepped
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up. The goal of the Exarches was Russification
of the parish. The Georgian people responded
adequately to this effort of the empire.

In 1908 Exarch Nikon was Kkilled. The
Russian hierarchs called Georgia “a wild and
cruel place” and the new Exarchs were afraid
of arriving to Georgia.

It became clear to the fathers of the
Georgian Church and the best representatives
of the nation that in order to save the faith it
was necessary to separate the Georgian Church
from the machinery of the Russian empire, i.e.
to restore the Autocephaly. The revolutionary
processes within Russia also speeded up the
process of demanding a revival/restoration of
the autocephaly of the Georgian Church. The
Russian Emperor and the Holy Synod were
often addressed with these requests.

The representatives of the Georgian
intelligentsia actively supported the request of
restoration of the autocephaly proposed by the
Georgian clergy: St. lllia the Righteous
(Chavchavadze), St. Ekvtime Takaishvili, Jacob
Gogebashvili, Al. Tsagareli, Al. Khakhanashvili,
Niko Mari, and others. Two Russian scientists
Soloviov and Zaorezski supported autocephaly
of the Georgian Church.

After the murder of llia [Chavchavadze —
transl.] and a victory of reactionary forces in the
empire, the Georgian autocephalists decided to
bring their idea to the heart of the population
through publishing of books. They considered
the freedom of the Church a prerequisite for
future independence of Georgia.

After the February revolution of 1917 in
Russian empire, the Georgian clergy decided
to make use of this situation as soon as
possible. On 12 March 1917 tens of thousands
of believers gathered in Mtskheta. During the
liturgy, at the Eucharist, Bishop Leonide
(Okropiridze) made a speech and declared
autocephaly of the administration-government
of the Georgian Church restored. In September
of the same year bishop Kirion (Sadzaglishvili)
was elected as the Catholicos-Patriarch of
Georgia. On 26 May 1918 independence of
Georgia was declared. But, regrettably, not the
national but socialist party managed to head
the country. On 27 June 1918 St. Kirion was
murdered in  Martkopi. The socialist
government of Georgia was disposed to
atheism; therefore it was not able to value
significance of the Georgian Church for the

Scientific-Historical Journal

SVETITSKHOVELI

Georgian nation. Cathilicos-Patriarch Leonide
was disappointed with all of these.

The “Mensheviks” could not foresee the
expected danger comming from the “boiling
Russia” and in February of 1921 Russia
conquered Georgia again.

In 1921, after passing away of Leonide the
Church Council elected St. Ambrose (Khelaia)
as Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia.

After the annexation of Georgia by the
Bolshevik Russia, the state implemented
number of methodical measures in order to
totally eliminate the Church. Over the
centuries the Christians have been persecuted
many times but in this sense perhaps nothin
could be compared to the persecution o
Christians b%/ the Communist-Bolsheviks
during the 20s-30s of XX century. The
Bolsheviks were destroying churches, torturing
clerg?]/ phﬁ/sicallé/ as well as mentally, robbing
the churches and monasteries. In the 30s of the
XX century more than thousand churches were
closed down, worship of God was abolished.

Precisely during this time of devastation
and destruction Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia — St. Ambrose Khelaia truly sacrificed
himself for the Georgian nation and sent a
petition to the Genoa Conference informing
the world about the disaster of the Georgian
nation. In his petition he appealed for
expedient withdrawal of the Russia’s occupant
army from Georgia and providing the
Georgian nation with an opportunity to design
“such forms of socio-political life” that is
acceptable [for the nation-transl] ‘“without
other’s forced intrusion and meddling”.

The Russian government was quite
offended by the address of the Patriarch of
Georgia to the Conference; therefore, St
Ambrose and his followers: Bishop of Kutaisi
St. Nazari Lezhava, Archimandrite Paul
Japaridze, Deacon of Kashueti Church -
Kalistrate Tsintsadze, Deacon Dimitri (Lazari-
shvili) and others, were arrested and put to the
trial. During the process of investigation, they
tried to break Holy Patriarch spiritually, trying
to force him to deny the requests to the Genoa
Conference. But, St. Ambrose strengthened
even more these requests in his extended final
speech. St. Ambrose was sentenced for 7 years
of imprisonment. The sentence was shortened
for illness of the Patriarch. He died when he
was 66 on March 28, 1927.

During the Soviet era the fate and being
of the Georgian Church was determined by the
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attitude of the government to a church in
general. This period could be divided into
three parts. Prior to 1943, persecution of the
Church continued as before. During the war
with Germany, the Soviet government looked
with mercy at the Church, declared the
independence of the Russian Church, allowed
Patriarch to be elected, and, consequently, the
state of the Georgian Church improved too.

In 1943 the  Russian  Church
declared/affirmed/confirmed/acknowledged
three rights of the Georgian Church
(autocephaly, honor to have the Patriarchate,
VI place in Diptych).

The situation in the Church worsened
again under the rule of N. Khrushchev. The so
called “democratic worm-up” implemented by
him was not extended to the Church. During
this period the clergy were persecuted, but the
methods used were different. Their public
image was harmed by special state
organizations. The object of such a persecution
was, for instance, Ephraim Il. Persecution of
the Church was continued during the early
years of the enthronement of Ilia II, the
Catholicos —Patriarch Ilia I, until 1985.

From 1985-1986 the situation radically
improved, but during 70-year period of time the
communists raised whole generations with
negative attitude to the church and clergy. It was
not so easy for the people to overcome this
barrier. At the end of its existence, the soviet
authority did not prohibit publishing and
dissemination of the Holy Scriptures (Bible), its
publishing in mass media. With this background,
when the reputation of the Bible increased again,
but the reputation of the Church and clergy was
still in low in the eyes of public, a strong basis
was established for spreading of sect-cults;
Baptists, Jehovah’s witnesses and other sect-cults
had the polygon open for their activities as they
too admitted authority of the Bible and did not
recognize the clergy.

Although, the restoration of autocephaly
of the Georgian Church was declared on
March 12, 1917, the Russian Church
recognized this fact only in 1943, and the
orthodox churches of the world — on January
25, 1990. But, the issue of Diptych is still not
resolved to this day. The place of the Georgian
Church is still unclear as off today and is a
subject of studies of the churches of the world.

At the end of the XX century, his
beatitude Ilia Il the Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia Ilia 1l and the Holy Synod were
blessing the best offspring of Georgia for
restoration of its independence. After the

restoration of independence the Georgian
people responded with love to the Holy
Church, from the start of the XXI century the
orthodox faith has strengthened, new churches
were built in every town and village, an
agreement was signed between the Church and
the State in order to reinforce the Georgian
nation and its Holy Orthodox faith, Amen.
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