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winamdebare naSromi eZRvneba Tanamedrove osuri saxviTi xelovnebis erT-

erTi fuZemdeblis, TvalsaCino mkvlevar-eTnografis, publicistisa da 

sazogado moRvawis, CrdiloeT oseTis pirveli saxalxo mxatvris, 

saqarTvelos xelovnebis damsaxurebuli moRvawis maxarbek TuRanovis 

(1880-1952) cxovrebas da mravalmxriv moRvaweobas. Mmaxarbek TuRanovi iyo 

is mowinave moRvawe, romelmac erT-erTi mniSvnelovani furceli Cawera 

qarTul-osuri kulturuli da samecniero urTierTobebis istoriaSi. 

2010 wels sruldeba 130 weli misi dabadebidan. swored am TariRs 

eZRvneba es gamocema. naSromi gankuTvnilia mkiTxvelTa farTo wrisa da 

qarTul-osuri urTierTobebis istoriis sakiTxebze momuSave 

mkvlevarTaTvis. 

 

This publication is dedicated to the life, creative and scientific work of the People’s Painter 
of the North Ossetia and Meritorious Art Worker of Georgia, an outstanding Ossetian 
painter, a notable scholar and public figure Makharbek S. Tuganov (1880-1952).   
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winaTqma 

 

eTnikurad da kulturulad Wreli kavkasia msoflios erT-erTi 

saocrebaa. uZvelesi droidan aq cxovrobdnen adamianebi, romlebic 

amkvidrebdnen unikalur kulturas. aq mcxovrebi xalxebi 

erTmaneTisgan gansxvavdebodnen eniT, religiiT, eTnikuri 

kuTvnilebiT, magram xangrZlivi drois manZilze Tanacxovrebam 

maT msgavsi niSnebi SesZina, saerTo istoria da tradiciebi 

Camouyaliba. strategiulad metad xelsayrel gzajvaredinze 

mdebareoba kavkasiis regionis gansakuTrebul geopolitikur 

mniSvnelobas ganapirobebda. 

 

uxsovari droidan kavkasia izidavda mraval dampyrobels da 

mogzaurs. kavkasiis warsuli – omebisa da mSvidobis istoriaa. 

samwuxarod, iSviaTi ar iyo dapirispireba sakuTriv kavkasiis 

xalxebSic, magram warsulma maTi Tanadgomis, uangaro megobrobis 

da TanamSromlobis gacilebiT meti magaliTi Semogvinaxa da 

rogorc igive istoria gviCvenebs, gansakuTrebiT warmatebulni 

swored is qarTveli mefeebi iyvnen, romlebic sxva kavkasiel 

xalxebTan megobruli urTierTobebis damyarebas axerxebdnen. 

 

aseTi megobrobis da TanamSromlobis dadastureba da saukeTeso 

magaliTia winamdebare naSromi, romelic mkiTxvels CrdiloeT 

oseTis saxalxo mxatvris, saqarTvelos xelovnebis damsaxurebuli 

moRvawis, cnobili mecnier-eTnografisa da publicistis maxarbek 

TuRanovis (1880-1952) metad saintereso da mravalmxriv 

moRvaweobas gaacnobs. 

 

erTmaneTisadmi interesi kavkasiaSi tradiciuli da bunebrivia. 

uZvelesi droidan kavkasia niWieri adamianebis samWedlo iyo, 

romelTa moRvaweoba asaxavda regionis bunebis mravalferovnebas 

da simdidres, mis mkvidr xalxTa umdidres istorias, kulturasa 

da tradiciebs. amis naTeli dadasturebaa kavkasiis erT-erTi 

gamorCeuli Svilis, SesaniSnavi Semoqmedis da mecnieris maxarbek 

TuRanovis cxovreba da nayofieri moRvaweoba, pirovnebisa, 

romelsac mxatvrul namuSevrebTan erTad ekuTvnis mravali 

sayuradRebo naSromi xelovnebaTmcodneobis, xalxuri 

Semoqmedebis istoriisa da kavkasiis xalxTa istoriis dargSi. 

 

maxarbek TuRanovi mravali ZafiT iyo dakavSirebuli 

saqarTvelosTan, romelsac Tavis meore samSoblod Tvlida.  

garda imisa, rom mas aq hyavda bevri axlo megobari da kolega, 

saqarTvelosTan mas akavSirebda naTesauri urTierTobebic. 1930 
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wlidan gardacvalebamde igi saqarTveloSi, cxinvalSi 

moRvaweobda, sadac 1931 wels samxatvro saswavlebeli daafuZna. 

wlebis manZilze iyo misi xelmZRvaneli da pedagogi. 1931-1943 

wlebSi iyo cxinvalis kosta xeTagurovis saxelobis saxelmwifo 

Teatris mTavari mxatvari. arCeuli gaxldaT saqarTvelos 

mxatvarTa kavSiris da am kavSiris prezidiumis wevrad. 1940 wels 

mas mieniWa saqarTvelos xelovnebis damsaxurebuli moRvawis 

wodeba, 1947 wels ki, nayofieri samecniero-kvleviTi 

moRvaweobisTvis dajildovda saqarTvelos ssr umaRlesi sabWos 

prezidiumis sapatio sigeliT. 1942-1952 wlebSi maxarbek TuRanovi 

iyo saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis samxreT oseTis 

samecniero-kvleviTi institutis ufrosi mecnier TanamSromeli. 

 

Zalze amaRelvebelia is faqti, rom mxatvris vaJma, cxinvalis 

samxatvro saswavleblis pedagogma, aw gansvenebulma enver 

TuRanovma, 1980-ian wlebSi TbilisSi Camoitana da Tavis megobars, 

xelovnebaTmcodneobis doqtors, profesor igor uruSaZes gadasca 

mamis piradi arqivi, romelic daamuSava winamdebare naSromis 

avtorma, istoriis mecnierebaTa doqtorma levan uruSaZem. 

 

didi pirovnebebis moRvaweoba maTi gardacvalebis Semdegac 

grZeldeba. kavkasias arsebobis manZilze bevrjer hqonia avbedobis 

wlebi. ukanasknel xans Cven yvelam umZimesi dReebi gamoviareT. 

Crdiloeli mezoblis mier 2008 wlis agvistoSi ganxorcielebulma 

barbarosulma agresiam kidev ufro gaarTula isedac daZabuli 

viTareba. dRes Catexili xidebis gamTelebis, samarTlianobis 

mSvidobiani gziT aRdgenis dro dadga da am saqmeSi maxarbek 

TuRanovs, mis samecniero da SemoqmedebiT memkvidreobas, gvjera, 

mniSvnelovani wvlilis Setana SeuZlia. 

 

 

giuli alasania, 

istoriis mecnierebaTa doqtori, profesori 
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Preface 
 

Ethnically and culturally motley Caucasus is one of the wonders of the world. 
From time immemorial lived levels people creating unique culture. These 
peoples differed from the language, the religious beliefs, the ethnic belonging, 
but their joint life over a long period of time, the common history worked out 
the common features and traditions. The particular geopolitical meaning of 
the Caucasus is conditioned by its location at the important world cross-roads. 
 
From time of mind the Caucasus attracted many conquerors and travelers. 
The past of the Caucasus was history of the wars and the peaceful spaces of 
time between them. Unfortunately, the encounters and wars between 
Caucasian peoples were also held, but the past keeps more examples of 
mutual aid, collaboration and true friendship and, as history shows, the rule 
of Georgian kings was especially successful, when they became consolidated 
the friendship relations with other Caucasian peoples. 
 
The fine example of such friendship and collaboration is the present issue too, 
that will acquaint a reader with a life and the creative and scientific works of 
the People’s Painter of North Ossetia and the Meritorious Art Worker of 
Georgia, the remarkable Ossetian painter and scholar (ethnographer) 
Makharbek S. Tuganov (1880-1952). 
 
The mutual interest between Caucasian peoples is traditional and natural. 
From remote past the Caucasian always producted the talented people, 
activity of which reflected the diversity and the wealth of this region. The 
activity of the distinguished son of the Caucasus, Makharbek Tuganov, an 
artist and a scholar, the author of many creative and scholarly works  was the 
evident confirmation of it. 
 
Makharbek Tuganov was connected with Georgia by many treads and blood. 
He had close friends, colleagues and relatives there. Since 1930 he lived in 
Georgia (in Tskhinvali). In 1931 M. Tuganov established in Tskhinvali an art 
college and was at the head of it and taught there. In 1931-1943 he was the 
chief painter of the Kosta Khetagurov State Theatre in Tskhinvali. The 
Meritorious Art Worker of Georgia (1940), a member of the Georgian Union 
of Painters (1932-1952) and a member of the Union’s Presidium, in 1942-1952 
he was also the Senior Research Fellow of the South Ossetian Scientific-
Research Institute of the Georgian Academy of Sciences and in 1947 he was 
awarded with the Honoured Diploma of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
of the former Georgian SSR. 
 
It is very touching that the painter’s son, teacher of art college Enver 
Tuganov, in 1980-ies brought to Tbilisi his father’s private archive and gave it 
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to his close friend, the art critic, Professor Igor A. Urushadze. At present 
Doctor of historical sciences, author of the present issue Levan Z. Urushadze 
studies this this archive and soon the public will be able to acquaint with 
Makharbek Tuganov’s unpublished works, which are the indivisible part of 
the whole Caucasian culture. 
 
The activity of the great persons is continuing after their death too. History of 
the Caucasus bears in mind very hard times. For the last time we all went 
through heaviest days. Barbarous aggression of our northern neighbour in the 
August 2008 still further complicated the already strained situation. Today 
the hour has come to restore the ruined bridges. Surely Makharbek Tuganov 
could do his bit in this deed. 
 
 
Professor Giuli G. Alasania, 
Doctor of historical sciences 
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Sesavali

 

kulturis da mecnierebis sferoebSi qarTul-osur konstruqciul  

urTierTobaTa istorias, romelic urTierTpativiscemisa da 

megobrobis suliskveTebiT gaxlavT gamsWvaluli, aTwleulebis 

manZilze qmnida am ori moZme eris araerTi Rirseuli Svili. maT 

Soris gansakuTrebuli adgili ukavia Tanamedrove osuri saxviTi 

xelovnebis erT-erT fuZemdebels, TvalsaCino mkvlevar-

eTnografs, publicists da sazogado moRvawes,  saqarTvelos 

xelovnebis damsaxurebul moRvawes, CrdiloeT oseTis saxalxo 

mxatvars maxarbek TuRanovs, romlis mravalmxrivi SemoqmedebiTi 

da samecniero memkvidreoba ori eris megobrobis saukeTeso 

magaliTia.  mis cxovrebas da moRvaweobas eZRvneba winamdebare 

naSromi.   

 

 

 

1. m. TuRanovis siyrmisa da studentobis wlebi, misi 

moRvaweoba CrdiloeT oseTSi 

 

daibada maxarbek TuRanovi 1880 wlis (Tavad mxatvris miTiTebiT 

1878 wlis) 11 ivniss, CrdiloeT oseTis sofel dur-durSi. mis 

biografs da megobars musa xakims mohyavs mxatvris sityvebi: 

“davibade sofel dur-durSi.... sabuTebis mixedviT davibade 1870 

wels, magram es ar aris simarTle. muslimanuri samRvdeloebis 

metrikul CanawerebSi fantastikurma aRrevam me qveyanaze 

momavlina WeSmarit TariRze sul mcire rva wliT adre. amitom, 

safiqrebelia, rom davibade 1878 wels” [1]. momavali mxatvris  mamas 

- safar aslangireis Ze TuRanovs (gardaicvala 1894 wels), bonis 

(germania) universitetis sabunebismetyvelo fakulteti hqonda 

damTavrebuli. igi gaxldaT pirveli osi mkvlevari-botanikosi. 

aRsaniSnavia isic, rom safari Tarxan-mouravTa cnobili qarTuli 

sagvareulos Camomavali iyo.   
 

momavali mxatvris deda – asiat Sanaeva, romelsac keTilSobil 

qalTa kerZo saswavlebeli hqonda damTavrebuli, aseve 

warCinebul gvars ekuTvnoda. mamamisi, - cnobili eTnografi da 

sazogado moRvawe gacir Sanaevi iyo didi osi mwerlis kosta 

xeTagurovis mamis levanis uaxloesi megobari. TuRanovebis 

sagvareulo imiTac iyo cnobili, rom maxarbekis babuis Zma – 

aslanbeki (1804-1868) caristuli ruseTis armiis pirveli osi 

generali gaxldaT [2].  igi imperator nikoloz I-is piradi amalis 
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wevri iyo, Semdeg ki wlebis manZilze TbilisSi, general ivane 

afxazovis (ivane nikolozis Ze afxazis) kavkasiis korpusis StabSi 

msaxurobda. mas hqonia Zveli kavkasiuri saWurvelis umdidresi da 

fasdaudebeli koleqcia. samwuxarod, am brwyinvale koleqciis 

udidesi nawili JamTasvlam Seiwira, rasac didi gulistkiviliT 

aRniSnavda m. TuRanovi.  caristuli ruseTis armiis cnobili 

oficeri iyo mxatvris babuac, - aslangirei TuRanovi.  

 

pirveldawyebiTi ganaTleba maxarbekma miiRo vladikavkazis erT-

erT kerZo pansionSi, xolo 1898 wels daamTavra vladikavkazis 

realuri saswavlebeli. 

 

  
 

1. safar TuRanovi; Sapar Tuganov, father of Makharbek Tuganov, the noted 
Ossetian stientist (botanist); 

2. 5 wlis maxarbeki dedasTan erTad; Makharbek Tuganov with his 
mother 

 

1901 wels igi Cairicxa peterburgis samxatvro akademiaSi, romelic 

warCinebiT daamTavra 1905 wels. sxva cnobil pedagogebTan erTad 

akademiaSi mas aswavlida gamoCenili rusi mxatvari ilia repini. 

maxarbekis kurseli iyo cnobili qarTveli fermweri, mogvianebiT 

saqarTvelos saxalxo mxatvari, profesori mose ToiZe. 

aRsaniSnavia, rom leningradSi 1969 wels gamocemul krebulSi 

“axali repinis Sesaxeb” gamoqveynebulia TuRanovis vrceli 

mogoneba repinze. am naSromSi mniSvnelovani adgili eTmoba mose 

ToiZesTan urTierTobis amsaxvel mogonebebsac [3].   
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1905-1907 wlebSi maxarbek TuRanovi swavlobda germaniaSi, 

miunxenSi, profesor anton aSbes saxelganTqmul studiaSi. rogorc 

Tavad miuTiTebda, 1905-1920 wlebSi iyo neo-impresionizmis aqtiuri 

mimdevari. swored miunxenSi gatarebul wlebSi Caeyara safuZveli 

mis megobrobas gamoCenil mxatvrebTan vasili kandinskisTan da 

igor grabarTan da CeCnuri warmoSobis farTod cnobil 

mweralTan andrei belisTan (bugaevTan), romlebic imxanad aseve 

miunxenSi imyofebodnen [1]. 

 

 
 

maxarbek TuRanovi – studenti 

Makharbek Tuganov - Student 
 

1907 wlis damlevs axalgazrda mxatvari dabrunda samSobloSi da 

eweoda rogorc nayofier SemoqmedebiT, ise aqtiur kvleviT, 

pedagogiur da sazogadoebriv moRvaweobas. germaniidan 

dabrunebisTanave m. TuRanovma vladikavkazSi daaarsa samxatvro 

studia da mxatvarTa sazogadoeba. garda amisa, igi iyo 

vladikavkazis pirveli osuri sagamomcemlo sazogadoebis “ir”-is 

(“oseTi”) erT-erTi xelmZRvaneli. es sagamomcemlo sazogadoeba 

1906 wlis 7 oqtombers dafuZnda TbilisSi [1, 4]. amasTan, 1907 

welsve, mxatvari iyo aseve TbilisSi dafuZnebuli osuri gazeTis 

“nog card” (“axali cxovreba”) erT-erTi damaarsebeli. TbilisSi 

gamoica am gazeTis pirveli nomrebic [4]. 1926-1930 wlebSi maxarbeki 

ferweras aswavlida CrdiloeT oseTis pedagogiur teqnikumSi [5, 

6]. paralelurad, 1925-1930 wlebSi iyo CrdiloeT oseTis 

mxareTmcodneobis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis mecnier-

TanamSromeli. 
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1920 wels vladikavkazSi m. TuRanovis uSualo monawileobiT 

daarsda mxatvrul-literaturuli Jurnali “tvorCestvo”. masve 

ekuTvnis am Jurnalis ydis gaformeba. 1923 wels igi gaxldaT 

vladikavkazSi mTielTa pirveli sasoflo-sameurneo gamofenis 

mTavari mxatvari. mis mierve iyo gaformebuli 1920-ian wlebSi 

vladikavkazSi gamomavali Jurnalis, - “gorski vestnik” - yda da am 

Jurnalis nomrebis udidesi nawili [1]. 

 

1924-1926 wlebSi mxatvarma imogzaura azerbaijansa da Sua aziaSi. 

swored am mogzaurobisas Seqmna man saintereso Canaxatebis mTeli 

seria. am faqtTan dakavSirebiT sainteresoa erTi mniSvnelovani 

garemoeba. CrdiloeT oseTSi moRvawe osi mkvlevari v. cagaraevi 

Tavis naSromSi “maxarbek TuRanovi. cxovreba da Semoqmedeba” 

aRniSnavs, rom es “mogzauroba” gaxldaT ara mxatvris survilis 

Sesabamisi, aramed – iZulebiTi, vinaidan, ukve imxanad bolSevikur-

sabWouri reJimi iwyebs devnas maxarbek TuRanovisa, romelic 

manamde, 1920-1922 wlebSi xelmZRvanelobda am reJimis 

mniSvnelovani saagitacio organos – “ter-kavrost”-is samxatvro-

saplakato ganyofilebas [7]. sxvaTa Soris, am saagentoSi 

msaxurobda vladimer maiakovskic. sabWoTa reJimisTvis miuRebeli 

iyo iseTi araordinaruli pirovneba, rogoric gaxldaT m. 

TuRanovi – daxvewili, mowinave evropul kulturas naziarebi 

inteligenti da WeSmariti aristokrati da, rac yvelaze mTavaria, 

Rrmad erovnuli pirovneba, romlis mTeli Segnebuli cxovreba 

mSobeli eris interesebiT iyo nakarnaxevi. adamiani, romelsac 

Tavis droze swored sakuTari erisadmi uangaro samsaxurisTvis 

devnida caristuli ruseTi, amjerad gaxda “mSromeli masebis 

keTildReobaze mzrunveli” sabWoTa reJimis devnis obieqti. 

 

 

2. m. TuRanovis moRvaweoba saqarTveloSi 

 

1930 wlidan mxatvris mTeli Semdgomi moRvaweoba dakavSirebuli 

iyo cxinvalTan da saqarTvelosTan. misi cxinvalSi damkvidreba 

ganapiroba ramdenime mTavarma mizezma. erT-erTi am mizezTagani 

gaxldaT qarTveli erisadmi, Tavisi qarTveli winaprebisadmi da 

qarTuli kulturisadmi WeSmariti pativiscema. meore mizezi ki, 

rogorc miuTiTebs v. cagaraevi Tavis monografiaSi, iyo isev da 

isev sabWoTa reJimis mier misi devna. ar SeiZleba ar daveTanxmoT 

m. TuRanovis biografiis osi mkvlevaris sityvebs: “mSromeli 

klasisTvis ucxo da mtruli “Tanamgzavrebis” mxileba xdeboda 

maTive moZme mxatvrebis mier. Zma midioda Zmis winaaRmdeg, kritika 

da dabezReba identur cnebebad iqca. xelisuflebis arCevani iyo 
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socrealizmi, romelic socialistur samyaros gvixatavda, rogorc 

idealur nimuSs yofierebisa, rogorc, realistur naWuWSi gaxveul 

dadebiT ideals. mxatvari, romelic aafrialebda am ideologiis 

alams, mzad unda yofiliyo nebismieri socialuri SekveTis 

Sesasruleblad. socrealizmis Teoriulad berwi doqtrina, 

romelic miznad isaxavda erT mTavar mizans – urTierTisTvis 

daekavSirebina miTi da realoba, erTmaneTSi aesaxa isini, 

Teoriulad mainc aeara gverdi maT Sori arsebuli gadaulaxavi 

winaaRmdegobebisaTvis, gaxda mxatvarTa ramdenime Taobis 

SemoqmedebiTi meTodis safuZveli” [7]. maxarbek TuRanovis Sinagani 

mdidari buneba ver egueboda am ideologiur marwuxebs, misi 

pirovneba verasgziT ver Tavsdeboda socrealizmis doqtriniT 

dadgenil CarCoebSi. mxatvris devnis erT-erTi mizezi gaxldaT 

gazeTis “vladikavkazski listok” (romlis erT-erTi 

damaarsebelic is iyo) 1912 wlis me-12 nomerSi gamoqveynebuli misi 

sayuradRebo Teoriuli xasiaTis statia “uaxlesi mimdinareobebi 

ferweraSi”, romelSic avtori ganixilavs ferweris evropul 

skolebSi me-19 saukunis ukanasknel aTwleulsa da me-20 saukunis 

pirvel aTwleulSi arsebul umTavres mimdinareobebs [8]. amasTan, 

sabWoTa reJimi xelovans ver patiobda xelovnebis “burJuaziuli” 

mimarTulebebiT, - modernizmiTa da postmodernizmiT mis warsul 

gatacebas. 

 

 
 

maxarbek TuRanovi vaJTan, enverTan erTad, 1929 w. 

Makharbek Tuganov and his son, Enver, 1929 
 

1931 wels maxarbek TuRanovis iniciativiT cxinvalSi dafuZnda 

samxatvro saswavlebeli, romelsac wlebis manZilze Tavadve 

                                                                                     11



xelmZRvanelobda. aq igi nayofier pedagogiur moRvaweobas eweoda 

1943 wlamde [9]. 1931 wels igi miiwvies cxinvalis kosta xeTagurovis 

saxelobis saxelmwifo Teatris mTavar mxatvrad da am movaleobas 

asrulebda 1943 wlamde. aRniSnul wels, janmrTelobis 

mdgomareobis gauaresebis gamo igi iZulebuli gaxda daetovebina 

Teatri. TeatrSi 12-wliani moRvaweobis manZilze man mxatvrulad 

gaaforma ramdenime aTeuli speqtakli, romelTagan aRsaniSnavia 

kosta xeTagurovis “dunia”, elbizdiko britaevis “ori da” da 

“amrani”, muxtar Savloxovis “narTi batrazi”, Sileris “veragoba 

da siyvaruli”, Seqspiris “otelo”, molieris “skapenis oinebi” da 

a.S. 

 

 
 

m. TuRanovi dasTan erTad 

Makharbek Tuganov and his sister 
 

1940 wels TbilisSi Catarda samxreT oseTis dekada, romlis 

warmatebaSi didi wvlili Seitana maxarbek TuRanovma. imave wels 

cxinvalSi qarTul da rusul enebze gamoica  dekadisadmi miZRvili 

krebuli “samxreT oseTis xelovnebis Cveneba TbilisSi”. 1940 

welsve mxatvars mieniWa saqarTvelos xelovnebis damsaxurebuli 

moRvawis sapatio wodeba. 

 

Cveni yuradReba miiqcia erTma garemoebam: 1943 wels mxatvari 

tovebs mis mier daarsebul samxatvro saswavlebels da kosta 

xeTagurovis saxelobis saxelmwifo Teatrs. oficialur mizezad 

saxeldeba trafaretuli “janmrTelobis mdgomareobis gauareseba” 
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[9]. aq Tavs iCens bunebrivi kiTxva: xom ar iyo yovelive es reJimis 

mier devnis Sedegi da mcdeloba imisa, rom saxelovani mxatvari 

CamoecilebinaT aqtiuri SemoqmedebiTi cxovrebisagan?.. 

 

1932 wlidan gardacvalebamde (1952) m. TuRanovi iyo saqarTvelos 

mxatvarTa kavSiris wevri (1934-1950 wlebSi kavSiris prezidiumis 

wevri) da aqtiurad monawileobda mis saqmianobaSi. igi iyo 

saqarTvelos mxatvarTa kavSiris samxreT oseTis ganyofilebis 

erT-erTi fuZemdebeli [10, 11].  

 

 
 

saqarTvelos xelovnebis damsaxurebuli moRvawis (mieniWa 1940 

wels) sigeli (1942 w.) 

The Diploma of the Meritorious Art Worker of Georgia 
 

1935 wels TbilisSi moewyo misi namuSevrebis personaluri 

gamofena, romelsac farTo gamoxmaureba xvda wilad [12]. mxatvris 

gardacvalebidan ramdenime wlis Semdeg, 1956 wels, Tbilisis 

samxatvro galereaSi moewyo os mxatvarTa gamofena, romelzec 

warmodgenili iyo maxarbek TuRanovis 7  namuSevari narTuli 

eposis Temaze. SemTxveviTi ar aris is faqti, rom am gamofenis 
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mnaxvelTa gansakuTrebuli yuradReba daimsaxura swored m. 

TuRanovis tiloebma. es TvalnaTliv Cans xelovnebaTmcodneTa 

gamoxmaurebebidan. osuri kulturis siamaye da ganZi uwoda 

mxatvars cnobilma qarTvelma xelovnebaTmcodnem nino 

gudiaSvilma (“literaturuli gazeTi”, 1956 wlis 14 seqtemberi) [1, 

12, 13]. 1962 wels aw gansvenebuli cnobili qarTveli 

xelovnebaTmcodnis, profesor igor uruSaZis TaosnobiT 

TbilisSi Catarda m. TuRanovis ferweruli da grafikuli 

namuSevrebis gamofena. 

 

mniSvnelovania mxatvris damsaxureba wignis grafikis dargSic. mis 

mier gaformebulia araerTi wigni da perioduli gamocema. garda 

amisa, xelovnebaTmcodneTa erTsulovani miTiTebiT, igi gaxldaT 

SesaniSnavi portretisti. amis naTeli dasturia literator iuri 

lebedinskis portreti (1949), “kosta – qariSxala” (1938), moqandake 

soslanbek eZievis portreti, elbizdiko britaevis portreti (1937), 

kompozitor dimitri arayiSvilis portreti (1937) da sxva [1]. 

 

1946 wels m. TuRanovs pirvels mieniWa CrdiloeT oseTis saxalxo 

mxatvris wodeba. imave wels misi TaosnobiT CrdiloeT oseTis 

dedaqalaqSi moewyo narTuli eposisadmi miZRvnili naxatebis 

gamofena [1]. 

 

 
 

maxarbek TuRanovi, 1899 w. 

Makharbek Tuganov, 1899 
 

1950 wels saqarTvelos mxatvarTa kavSirma da am kavSiris samxreT 

oseTis ganyofilebam aRniSnes mxatvris saqarTveloSi 

moRvaweobis 20 wlisTavi. “mxatvari m.s. TuRanovi saqarTvelos, 
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samxreT oseTis avtonomiuri olqis saxviT xelovnebas emsaxureba 

1930 wlidan, 20 welze meti xnis manZilze. man stalinirSi 

(amJamindeli cxinvali – l.u.) Seqmna samxatvro studia, samxatvro 

saswavlebeli, samxreT oseTis saxelmwifo muzeumTan – samxatvro 

galerea da aRzarda samxreT oseTis mxatvarTa da skulptorTa 

axalgazrda kadrebi. samxreT oseTis mxatvarTa kavSirma 

(saqarTvelos mxatvarTa kavSiris samxreT oseTis ganyofileba, 

romlis erT-erTi fuZemdebeli iyo maxarbek TuRanovi – l.u.) 

daadgina aRZras Suamdgomloba saqarTvelos mxatvarTa kavSiris 

winaSe, raTa aRiniSnos mxatvar m.s. TuRanovis samxreT oseTSi 

SemoqmedebiTi moRvaweobis me-20 wlisTavi da masze gamoices 

monografia” – aRniSnulia samxreT oseTis mxatvarTa kavSiris 

sxdomis oqmSi, romelic inaxeba saxelovani mxatvris pirad arqivSi 

[14]. 

 

1951 wels cxinvalSi gamoica “osuri xalxuri zRaprebi” m. 

TuRanovis SesaniSnavi ilustraciebiT [12]. 

 

 

3. m. TuRanovis samecniero-kvleviTi moRvaweoba 

 

garda mravalmxrivi SemoqmedebiTi saqmianobisa, m. TuRanovi 

eweoda nayofier samecniero-kvleviT moRvaweobas osi xalxis 

xalxuri Semoqmedebis istoriisa da folkloris dargebSi. garda 

amisa, mniSvnelovania misi wvlili kosta xeTagurovis cxovrebisa 

da Semoqmedebis SeswavlaSic. kvleviT saqmianobas mxatvari eweoda 

1910-iani wlebis damlevidan. 1894 wlidan ki agrovebda osuri 

folkloris nimuSebs. swored misi wyalobiT ganadgurebas 

gadaurCa araerTi SesaniSnavi folkloruli Zegli (“Tqmuleba 

narT marguzze”, “Tqmuleba martoxelaze”, “simRera acamazze” da 

a.S.).  jer kidev 1911 wels vladikavkazSi digorul dialeqtze 

gamoica mis mier Sedgenili “digoruli Tqmulebebi” [1]. amdenad, 

SemTxveviTi ar aris is faqti, rom 1943 wels igi miiwvies 

saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis samxreT oseTis samecniero-

kvleviTi institutis ufros mecnier TanamSromlad. am institutSi 

moRvaweobda gardacvalebamde [12]. 

 

mxatvris folkloriT daintereseba ar gaxldaT SemTxveviTi, 

vinaidan cnobili eTnografebi, folkloristebi iyvnen dedis 

mxridan misi babua da biZa.   

 

1935-1951 wlebSi m. TuRanovis araerTi sayuradRebo naSromi 

gamoqveynda “samxreT oseTis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis 
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moambe”-Si. TanamSromlobda sxva samecniero periodul 

gamocemebSic. gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia misi Sromebi narTuli 

eposis raobaze (swored am eposs mieZRvna misi brwyinvale 

tiloebis mTeli seria), osi xalxis xalxuri Semoqmedebis 

sakiTxebze, osur xalxur ornamentze, kosta xeTagurovze, rogorc 

fermwerze, Temur lengis Sesaxeb kavkasiis mTiel xalxebSi 

arsebul Tqmulebebze da a.S. 

 

narTuli eposisadmi miZRvnili naSromebidan aRsaniSnavia: “vin 

arian narTebi?”, romelic gamoqveynda jer kidev 1920 wels 

CrdiloeT oseTSi gamomavali gazeTis - “terski kazak” 36-e nomerSi 

da am statiis vrceli varianti (“CrdiloeT oseTis 

mxareTmcodneobis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis moambe”, 

pirveli gamoSveba, 1925) [15], “axali narTul eposSi” (“samxreT 

oseTis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis moambe”, gamoSveba I (V), 
1946) [16]. kosta xeTagurovis, rogorc mxatvris, Semoqmedebisadmia 

miZRvnili m. TuRanovis SesaniSnavi naSromebi: “mxatvari kosta 

xeTagurovi” (“samxreT oseTis samecniero-kvleviTi institutis 

moambe”, mesame gamoSveba, 1936) [17], “kosta, rogorc mxatvari da 

osuri ferweris fuZemdebeli” (gaz. “zaria vostoka”, Tbilisi, # 

271, 1939; Jurnali “tvorCestvo”, # 12, 1939) [18], “kidev erTxel 

kosta xeTagurovze, rogorc mxatvarze” (“samxreT oseTis 

samecniero-kvleviTi institutis moambe”, gamoSveba meoTxe, 1941) 

[19]. kavkasiis mTiel xalxTa xalxuri Semoqmedebis istoriis 

sakvanZo sakiTxebs eZRvneba 1923 wels gamoqveynebuli vrceli 

naSromi “mTielTa Semoqmedeba Zvelad da axla” (vladikavkazis 

gazeTi “gorskaia pravda”, ## 164, 171, 177, 181, 193, 211, 1923 w.) [20]. 

am sayuradRebo gamokvlevaSi mocemulia rogorc CrdiloeT 

kavkasiis mTiel xalxTa xalxuri Semoqmedebis zogadi mimoxilva, 

ise ganxilva daRestnelTa, yabardoelTa, osTa, CeCnebisa da 

inguSebis xalxuri Semoqmedebis istoriis sakiTxebisa da mTielTa 

xalxuri xuroTmoZRvrebisa. aRsaniSnavia, agreTve, imave 1923 wels 

gamoqveynebuli statia “osuri xalxuri poezia” (gazeTi “gorskaia 

pravda”, 1923 wlis 2 dekembris nomeri) [21] da mxatvris 

gardacvalebis Semdeg gamoqveynebuli “Teatris elementebi osur 

xalxur SemoqmedebaSi” (almanaxi “sabWoTa oseTi”, # 13, 1959) [22]. 

es mcire CamonaTvalic ki naTels xdis maxarbek TuRanovis, 

rogorc mkvlevaris, uaRresad farTo diapazons. 

 

sagulisxmoa is garemoeba, rom igi kargad icnobda saqarTvelos 

istorias, qarTveli eris xalxur Semoqmedebas da qarTul 

istoriul werilobiT wyaroebs. es zedmiwevniT Cans mis 
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samecniero SromebSi. unda iTqvas isic, rom es gamokvlevebi 

gamoirCeva mecnieruli keTilsindisierebiTa da obieqturobiT. 

 

 
 

m. TuRanovi, 1901 w. 

Makharbek Tuganov, 1901 
 

sagulisxmoa misi naSromi “masalebi osi xalxis istoriisaTvis” 

(Tanaavtori m. xakimi, 1950 w.), romelic cxadhyofs avtoris Rrma 

erudicias, istoriuli werilobiTi wyaroebis monacemebis 

zedmiwevniT codnas [23].  

 

m. TuRanovi arCeuli iyo samxreT oseTis samecniero-kvleviTi 

institutis samecniero sabWos wevrad da uZRveboda institutis 

saqmianobas folkloristikis dargSi. igi gaxldaT 1952 wlamde 

aRniSnuli institutis egidiT Catarebuli yvela mniSvnelovani 

samecniero forumis (simpoziumebisa da sesiebis) aqtiuri monawile. 

magaliTad, institutis moambis 1946 wlis pirvel gamoSvebaSi 

gamoqveynebulia institutis meore samecniero sesiis angariSi, 

romelSic vkiTxulobT: “sakiTxze “oseTis xalxuri Semoqmedeba” 

sesiam moismina institutis ufrosi mecnier TanamSromlis, 

xelovnebis damsaxurebuli moRvawis m.s. TuRanovis moxseneba. 

momxsenebelma warmoaCina uZvelesi droidan awmyomde osuri 

xalxuri Semoqmedebis ganviTarebis zedmiwevniTi, naTeli suraTi. 

moxsenebas axlda qvis da spilenZis xanis, agreTve, Semdgomi 

epoqebis amsaxveli didZali sailustracio masala” [24]. am 

samecniero sesiebis maRal doneze naTlad metyvelebs is faqti, 

rom maT muSaobaSi aqtiurad monawileobdnen gamoCenili 
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mecnierebi: giorgi axvlediani, arnold Ciqobava, giorgi 

wereTeli, akaki SaniZe, mixeil Ciqovani, rusudan xaraZe, giorgi 

ZoweniZe, giorgi boWoriZe, daviT gvritiSvili, rusudan 

mefisaSvili, paata guguSvili, nikoloz buSi, s. filatovi, vaso 

abaevi da sxvani. 

 

 
 

m. TuRanovis samecniero publikaciebi 

The scientific publications of Makharbek Tuganov 
 

maxarbek TuRanovs, rogorc mkvlevars, zedmiwevniT axasiaTebs, 

agreTve, 1949 wels Sesasrulebeli samecniero Temis “Zveli osuri 

liTonis nakeTobebis ornamenti” samuSao gegma, romelic daculia 

mxatvris pirad arqivSi. kerZod, masSi aRniSnulia: 

 “I. a) mokle winasityvaoba; b) Zveli yobanis periodis 

liTonis nakeTobebi oseTSi; g) skviTur-sarmatul-alanuri 

periodis nimuSebi; 

 II. d) Sua saukuneTa nimuSebi; e) monRolTa batonobis periodi;  

III. v) TurqTa batonobis periodi; 

 IV. z) dargos samarovanTa liTonis nakeTobebi; T) 

saqarTvelo, yabardo da yirimi da maTi gavlena osebze; 

 V. i) cecxlsasroli iaraRis gamogonebis epoqis ornamenti. 

saxalxo meiaraRe ostatebi me-18 aswleulis damlevamde; k) 

daskvnebi” [25]. moxmobili amonaridi naTlad metyvelebs, Tu 

raoden siRrmiseuli da safuZvliania m. TuRanovis samecniero 

memkvidreoba, raoden farToa misi samecniero Tvalsawieri. 

Tamamad SeiZleba iTqvas, rom misi samecniero memkvidreoba 
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Zvirfasi SenaZenia ara marto osuri, aramed saerTokavkasiuri 

eTnografiuli mecnierebisTvis.    

 

samecniero-kvleviT saqmianobaSi TvalsaCino damsaxurebisaTvis 

1947 wels m. TuRanovi dajildoebul iqna saqarTvelos ssr 

umaRlesi sabWos prezidiumis sapatio sigeliT, romelic 

“saqarTvelos ssr”-is umaRles jildos warmoadgenda.  

 

1977 wels mxatvris vaJma – enver TuRanovma orjonikiZeSi (amJamad 

vladikavkazi) rusul enaze gamosca mamis rCeuli statiebis 

krebuli [26].  

 

maxarbek TuRanovi iyo osuri xalxuri cekvebis zedmiwevniT 

mcodne da SesaniSnavi mkvlevari. 1988 wels cxinvalSi gamoica misi 

monografiuli gamokvleva “osuri xalxuri cekvebi”, romelic 

pirvelad 1951 wels gamoqveynda. naSromSi avtors gamoyenebuli 

aqvs XVII saukunis gamoCenili qarTveli istorikosis da 

geografis vaxuSti bagrationis monacemebi osuri cekvis “copai”-s 

Sesaxeb [27].  

 

dRemde gamouqveynebelia mxatvris araerTi saintereso naSromi, 

maT Soris monografiebi osur xalxur ornamentsa da osi xalxis 

xalxuri Semoqmedebis istoriaze, romlebic daculia mxatvris 

pirad arqivSi. 

 

 
 

m. TuRanovi mowafeebTan da vaJTan erTad 

Makharbek Tuganov with his puppils and the son 
 

aRsaniSnavia, rom m. TuRanovis SemoqmedebiTi da samecniero-

kvleviTi moRvaweoba mWidrod ukavSirdeboda erTmaneTs. swored 

osi xalxisa da zogadad, - kavkasiis xalxTa istoriis, folkloris 
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da eTnografiis, agreTve, arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad 

aRmoCenili masalebis zedmiwevniT codna aZlevda mxatvars imis 

saSualebas, rom istoriuli da folkloruli Temebisadmi 

miZRvnil tiloebSi fotografiuli sizustiT gadmoeca osi da sxva 

kavkasieli xalxebis esa Tu is adaTi, folklorTan da xalxur 

yofasTan dakavSirebuli esa Tu is detali, esa Tu is rituali. mis 

mxatvrul namuSevrebSi arc Tu iSviaTad gamoyenebulia 

arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad mopovebuli masala. am 

TvalsazrisiT sainteresoa narTuli eposisadmi miZRvnili misi 

SesaniSnavi namuSevrebi. Tavis mxriv, misi, rogorc brwyinvale 

mxatvris niWi mas didad exmareboda eTnografiul, folklorul 

samecniero naSromebze muSaobis dros. amdenad, Tamamad SeiZleba 

iTqvas, rom maxarbek TuRanovis moRvaweobaSi saocrad avsebda 

erTmaneTs misi Semoqmedeba da samecniero-kvleviTi saqmianoba. 

 

rac Seexeba arqeologiur masalas, oriode sityviT unda aRiniSnos 

Semdegi: rogorc mxatvrul SemoqmedebaSi, ise samecniero-kvleviT 

saqmianobaSi m. TuRanovi farTod iyenebda e.w. “yobanuri 

kulturis” masalebs. yobanur kulturad mecnierebaSi iwodeba Zv. 

welTaRricxvis I aTaswleulis I naxevriT daTariRebuli 

arqeologiuri kultura, romlis nimuSebi aRmoCenilia CrdiloeT 

oseTSi, sof. yobanSi jer kidev 1877 wlidan warmoebuli 

arqeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad. am kulturis nimuSebs da mis 

mimarTebas farTod cnobil kolxur kulturasTan aqtiurad 

Seiswavlidnen qarTveli mkvlevarebic. arqeologTa udidesi 

nawili (b. kuftini, i. meSCaninovi, l. musxeliSvili, m. ivaSCenko da 

sxvani) miiCnevs, rom yobanuri kultura warmoadgens kolxuri 

kulturis ganStoebas da qronologiurad emTxveva kolxuri 

kulturis ganviTarebis bolo etaps. arsebobs mosazrebac, rom 

aRniSnuli ori kultura gansxvavebulia, Tumca, yobanur 

kulturaze SeimCneva kolxuris zegavlena (o. jafariZe, b. texovi da 

sxvani). m. TuRanovi araerTgzis da zedmiwevniT gaecno yobanuri 

kulturis nimuSebs da Tavadac monawileobda gaTxrebSi [28, 29].  

TuRanovis mxatvrul namuSevrebSi istoriul-eTnografiul-

arqeologiuri masalis gamoyenebis uzado unars aRufrTovanebia 

mravali pirovneba. erT-erTi maTgani gaxldaT gamoCenili 

qarTveli mwerali da mamuliSvili giorgi SatberaSvili. am 

sakiTxs miuZRvna Tavisi vrceli naSromi Tanamedrove osma 

mkvlevarma x. CSievma. maxarbek TuRanovis SemoqmedebiTi da 

samecniero memkvidreobis, agreTve, sxva araerTi masalis, 

Seswavlis safuZvelze es avtori akeTebs savsebiT samarTlian 

daskvnas: “iyenebda ra im momentisaTvis arsebul istoriul, 

arqeologiur da folklorul masalas (igulisxmeba ama Tu im 
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mxatvruli tilos Seqmnis dro – l.u.), m. TuRanovma moaxerxa Tavis 

genialur mxatvrul kompoziciebSi maTi SemoqmedebiTad 

inkorporireba” [30]. SemTxveviTi ar aris, rom m. TuRanovis 

narTuli eposisadmi miZRvnil samecniero naSromebs umaRlesi 

Sefaseba misca saqarTvelosTan rogorc naTesaurad, ise kvleviTi 

saqmianobiT mWidrod dakavSirebulma gamoCenilma osma 

kavkasiologma, profesorma vaso abaevma [31]. 
 

 
 

m. TuRanovi, l. bestaevi da v. abaevi, cxinvali, 1950 w. 

M. Tuganov, Dr. L. Bestaev and Prof. V. Abaev, 1950 
 
am naSromebs yuradReba miaqcia cnobilma frangma kavkasiologma, 

akademikosma JorJ diumezilma [32], romelic gardacvalebamde 

ganagebda kavkasiologiis kaTedras sorbonis universitetSi. 

marTalia, frangi swavluli akritikebs m. TuRanovis zogierT 

mosazrebas, magram, saintereso da paradoqsuli is aris, rom, 

saboloo jamSi, TviTonac igive daskvnebs akeTebs. ra Tqma unda, am 

SemTxvevaSi prioritetulia swored osi avtoris naazrevi, 

vinaidan, igi uSualod da zedmiwevniT icnobs uklebliv yvela im 

masalas, romlebsac ganixilavs Tavis gamokvlevebSi. 

 

 

4. m. TuRanovis urTierToba qarTvel moRvaweebTan 

 

maxarbek TuRanovs mWidro urTierToba hqonda araerT gamoCenil 

qarTvel moRvawesTan. jer kidev 1890-ian wlebSi, vladikavkazis 

realur saswavlebelSi swavlisas momaval mxatvarze didi gavlena 

iqonia am saswavleblis saRvTo sjulis maswavlebelma, oseTSi 

moRvawe cnobilma qarTvelma ganmanaTlebelma da misionerma 

zaqaria mamacevma (mamacaSvilma) [4], romelmac yuradReba miaqcia 

ymawvilis gamorCeul niWs. pedsabWos sxdomaze mas gadaWriT 
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mouTxovia, rom gansakuTrebuli gulisyuri miepyroT maxarbekis 

niWisaTvis. swored amis Semdeg saswavleblis xelmZRvaneloba 

yuradRebas ar aklebda momavali xelovanis swavla-ganaTlebas[1]. 

 

 
 

m. TuRanovi, cxinvali, 1935 w. 

Makharbek Tuganov, Tskhinvali, 1935 
 

1900 wels igi peterburgSi dauaxlovda didi qarTveli mwerlis 

aleqsandre yazbegis biZaSvilis dimitri yazbegis vaJs, - rostom 

yazbegs, romelic eweoda aqtiur mTargmnelobiT da sagamomcemlo 

saqmianobas. igi iyo cnobili peterburgeli gamomcemlis a. 

suvorinis sagamomcemlo saxlis stambis direqtori. rostomis 

literaturuli fsevdonimi gaxldaT “rostom yinvari”. swored am 

ukanasknelis TxovniT aRniSnul wels maxarbek TuRanovma 

“vefxistyaosnis” Temaze Seasrula naxati “tarielisa da jiqis 

Serkineba”. es SesaniSnavi namuSevari gamoqveynebulia rostom 

yazbegis mier 1901 wels peterburgSi gamocemul “vefxistyaosnis” 

rusul adaptirebul TargmanSi, romlis saxelwodebaa 

“jiqistyaosani. suraTebi scenisaTvis SoTa rusTavelis amave 

saxelwodebis qarTuli poemis mixedviT” [12, 33]. aRsaniSnavia, rom 

rostomis siZe (misi dis, olRas qmari) iyo osuri dramaturgiis 

fuZemdebeli, m. TuRanovis uaxloesi megobari da naTesavi 

elbizdiko britaevi [12]. 
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yazbegebis ojaxi, romelsac enaTesaveboda m. TuRanovi 

The Kazbegi’s Georgian family related in kinship and intimate friendship with 
Makharbek Tuganov 

 

1900-1905 wlebSi, peterburgis samxatvro akademiaSi TuRanovTan 

erTad swavlobda misi uaxloesi megobari, SemdgomSi gamoCenili 

qarTveli mxatvari mose ToiZe. 

 

 

 
 

mowmoba mose ToiZis xelmoweriT 

Certificate signed by Professor Mose Toidze (there is certified, that Makharbek 
Tuganov together with him graduated from St. Peterbourg’s Art Academy in 

1905)  
 

                                                                            23



 

saxelovani mxatvrebis am megobrobis dasturia m. ToiZis ori 

sagulisxmo werili, romlebic daculia m. TuRanovis pirad 

arqivSi. erT-erT maTganSi, romelic osi mxatvris Semoqmedebis 

daxasiaTebas warmoadgens da, romelic TariRdeba 1957 wliT, 

aRniSnulia: “niWieri mxatvari maxarbek TuRanovi CemTan erTad 

swavlobda peterburgis samxatvro akademiaSi am ormocdaaTi wlis 

win. maxsovs, Tu rogor vfiqrobdiT axalgazrda mxatvrebi Cvens 

momaval Semoqmedebaze, vmsjelobdiT Cveni xalxebisadmi 

samsaxurze, Cvens ocnebebze. 

 

TuRanovi iyo saukeTeso magaliTi provinciidan peterburgSi 

Casuli axalgazrda mxatvrebisTvis. mcirericxovan os xalxs, 

romelsac imxanad tanjavda TviTmpyrobelobis uReli, Wirdeboda 

erTguli adamianebi, romelnic mzad iyvnen misadmi uangaro 

samsaxurSi gaeliaT mTeli cxovreba. ra Tqma unda, TuRanovs, 

rogorc niWier adamians, Tavisi profesiiT SeeZlo uzrunvelad 

ecxovra did qalaqSi, magram mas arasdros aviwydeboda Tavisi 

samSoblo, samSoblo, sadac im dros kulturasa da xelovnebas ara 

Tu xels uwyobdnen, aramed devnidnen. 

 

.... TuRanovma xeli mihyo Tavisufal Semoqmedebas, monawileobda 

gamofenebSi... man daasuraTa didi osi poetis kosta xeTagurovis 

Txzulebebi, Seqmna SesaniSnavi, temperamentiT aRsavse saxeebi 

osuro xalxuri Tqmulebebis mixedviT. igi zrunavda osuri 

xelovnebisaTvis kadrebis aRsazrdelad. 1930 wels Seqmna 

samxatvro studia, romelic 1938 wels gadakeTda samxatvro 

saswavleblad... 

 

unda vifiqroT, rom oseTi Rirseulad daafasebs Tavis mxatvars, 

Tavisi mxatvruli kulturis pioners – maxarbek TuRanovs, 

daafasebs mis naxevarsaukunovan moRvaweobas da yvelafers 

iRonebs misi xsovnis ukvdavsayofad” [34].  

 

sagulisxmoa m. TuRanovis vaJis, ferweris pedagogis enver 

TuRanovis mogoneba, romelic gamoqveynda gazeT “sabWoTa oseTis” 

1977 wlis 8 aprilis nomerSi. kerZod, avtori ixsenebs 1929 wels 

mamasTan erTad stumrobas TbilisSi. isini daeswrnen metexSi 

xelovnebis muzeumis gaxsnas, romelsac eswreboda mose ToiZec. 

avtori ixsenebs, Tu rogori sixaruliT Sexvdnen erTmaneTs Zveli 

megobrebi, Tu rogor interess iCenda maxarbek TuRanovi Tbilisis 

samxatvro akademiisadmi, xolo mose ToiZe cxinvalis samxatvro 

saswavleblisadmi [35]. rogorc zemoT aRvniSneT, maxarbek 
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TuRanovi ilia repinze mogonebaSi, romelic daiwera 1945 wels, 

mniSvnelovan adgils uTmobs Tavis qarTvel megobars: 

“ormocdaoTxi wlis win peterburgis samxatvro akademiaSi mTeli 

kavkasiidan Cairicxa orad-ori studenti. erTi amierkavkasiidan, 

ufro sworad saqarTvelodan. es iyo mose ivanes Ze ToiZe, dRes 

ordenosani, Tbilisis samxatvro akademiis profesori. CrdiloeT 

kavkasiidan ki – me” – aRniSnavs avtori. iqve, aRwers ra repinTan 

pirvel Sexvedras, mxatvari igonebs: “...Cven, ramdenime studenti, 

wavawydiT repinis mkacr da mquxare xmas: 

 - Tqven aq ra gindaT? risTvis SeyrilxarT aq? – uyviroda 

repini SekrebilT. 

 - xom Tqven dagvibareT, - gaubedavad upasuxes iq Sekrebilma 

msmenelebma. 

 - ara! me amas ar vgulisxmob... saerTod ra gindaT aq, am 

nestian, damyayebul da bnel peterburgSi? ai, magaliTad, Tqven ra 

gindaT aq, risTvis CamoxvediT? – mimarTa repinma Savwverosan 

samxreTels. es gaxldaT qarTveli mose ivanes Ze ToiZe, rogorc 

ukve aRvniSne, amJamad Tbilisis samxatvro akademiis profesori. 

 - me Camovedi akademiaSi saswavleblad, - iyo gaubedavi pasuxi, 

- TqvenTan saswavleblad... 

 - saswavleblad? visgan saswavleblad? ris saswavleblad? 

miatoveT Tqveni samxreTi, samxreTuli mze, es mSvenieri kavkasia, 

zRapruli buneba. visgan saswavleblad? Cemgan? me Tavad vswavlob, 

me Tavad mTeli cxovreba vswavlob cxovrebisagan, bunebisagan. 

dabrundiT TqvenTan... iq mzea, iq bunebaa. aq ki ra unda iswavloT 

sinaTlis gareSe, haeris gareSe, mzis gareSe... iswavleT iq, sadac 

mzea, SeqmeniT iq, Tqvens samSobloSi. iq aris Tqveni WeSmariti 

akademiebi...” [3].    

 

maxarbek TuRanovs axlo megobroba akavSirebda qarTveli 

SemoqmedebiTi da samecniero inteligenciis araerT gamoCenil 

warmomadgenelTan: gigo gabaSvilTan,  lado da nino 

gudiaSvilebTan, vaxtang kotetiSvilTan, soso gabaSvilTan, sergo 

qobulaZesTan, daviT kakabaZesTan, elene axvledianTan, giorgi 

axvledianTan, arnold CiqobavasTan, akaki SaniZesTan, varlam 

TofuriasTan, giorgi wereTelTan, giorgi SatberaSvilTan, mixeil 

CiqovanTan, igor uruSaZesTan da a.S. [1, 12].  

 

1958 wels TbilisSi gamoica giorgi SatberaSvilis “fiqrebi”, 

romelSic gamoqveynebulia mwerlis mogonebebi m. TuRanovze. 

avtori aRfrTovanebulia mxatvris SemoqmedebiT. igi umaRles 

Sefasebas aZlevs saxelovani osi mxatvris cnobil tiloebs 

“araSenda” da “cxenis Sewirva” [36]. 
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m. ToiZis daxasiaTebis daskvniTi nawili 

The final part of the letter of Mose Toidze 
 
 

 
 

mose ToiZe 

Mose Toidze (Outstanding Georgian painter, friend of Makharbek Tuganov) 
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xanZris dros TuRanovis sxva namuSevrebTan erTad ganadgurda 

misi tilo “kosta yifianis saflavTan”. kosta xeTagurovis 

ganuyreli megobari iyo osuri kulturis didi moamage,  “Tergis 

olqis mTielTa Soris ganaTlebisa da teqnikuri codnis 

gamavrcelebeli sazogadoebis” fuZemdebeli (1883), gamoCenili 

qarTveli sazogado moRvawe mixeil zaalis Ze yifiani, romelic 

guliT daitira xeTagurovma 1891 wels. swored es momenti aRbeWda 

Tavis tiloze m. TuRanovma [1]. aRsaniSnavia, rom mcirewlovanma 

maxarbekma swored kosta xeTagurovTan gaicno mixeil yifiani, 

romelsac didi zegavlena mouxdenia momaval mxatvarze. 1938-1939 

wlebSi igi muSaobda dramaze “kosta-mwyemsi”, romlis erT-erTi 

mTavari moqmedi piria swored mixeil yifiani. samwuxarod, 

SemorCenilia am piesis xelnaweris martooden fragmentebi [37].  

 

“ara eWvianobis, aramed siamayisa da Zmuri solidarobis 

kanonzomier grZnobas iwvevs is garemoeba, rom qarTveli 

megobrebi mas moixsenieben sityvebiT “Cveni TuRanovi”” – aRniSnavs 

m. xakimi saxelovani mxatvrisadmi miZRvnil monografiaSi [1].  

 

 

  
 

1. kosta xeTagurovi; Kosta Khetagurov, outstanding Ossetian poet;  
2. mixeil yifiani; Mikheil Kipiani, outstanding Georgian public figure and 

enlightener 
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5. m. TuRanovi – erovnuli moRvawe 

 

vaxasiaTebT ra maxarbek TuRanovs da mis SemoqmedebiT Tu 

samecniero memkvidreobas, ar SeiZleba xazi ar gavusvaT Semdeg 

garemoebas: miuxedavad imisa, rom misi cxovrebis 32 weli 

dakavSirebuli iyo sabWour-bolSevikur wyobasTan, misi 

mxatvruli Semoqmedebac da samecniero naazrevic gaxlavT Rrmad 

erovnuli. miuxedavad imisa, rom 1920-1922 wlebSi igi iyo “ter-

kavrost”-is (“tersko-kavkazskoe otdelenie rosiiskogo 

telegrafnogo agentstva”) TanamSromeli da am propagandistuli 

organos gamocemebis mxatvari, mis am mimarTulebis namuSevrebSic 

ki aSkarad gamosWvivis maTi avtoris erovnuli xasiaTi da mrwamsi. 

Tamamad SeiZleba iTqvas, rom igi iyo sruliad kavkasiis Rirseuli 

Svili. yuradRebas ipyrobs m. TuRanovis 1900-iani wlebis 

publicistika, kerZod ki, werilebi “mijaWvuli promeTe” (1909) da 

“mojadoebuli wre” (1910). avtoris erovnuli cnobiereba aSkarad 

Cans promeTeze (amiranze) da imam Samilze misi msjelobidan. 

 

  
 

m. TuRanovis xelnaweri 

The manuscript of Makharbek Tuganov 
 

statiaSi “mojadoebuli wre” (1910) mxatvari aRniSnavs: “Tu 

centraluri xelisuflebisTvis (e.i. imperiuli centrisTvis – l.u.) 

kvlavindeburad mniSvnelovania iseTi ganapira mxare, rogoric 

kavkasiaa, man kavkasiaSi dauyovnebliv unda gamogzavnos senatis 

revizia, adgilobrivi samTavrobo manqana unda gawmindos 

nagvisgan, moaxdinos misi reorganizacia da aamoqmedos igi 
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saerobo TviTmmarTvelobis safuZvelze, daamsxvrios jado im 

Zalebisa, romelTa marwuxebSic suls Rafaven mTis Svilebi” [38].  

werilSi “mijaWvuli promeTe” (1909), saubrobs ra Samilze, avtori 

aRniSnavs: “rodesac 1859 wlis 25 agvistos Runibis simaRleebze 

gaiyina ukanaskneli gasrola – es iyo kavkasiis sisxliani 

warsulisadmi ukanaskneli “bodiSi”. sisxliani drama dasrulda. 

Samilma – CeCneTis da daRestnis imamma – sasowarkveTil 

miuridebTan erTad daasrula saukunovani tragediis ukanaskneli 

aqti. Samilis moxdenili gamoTqmiT “darCnen mTielebi, viTarca 

xari rqebis gareSe da maxvili taris gareSe””. miuxedavad imisa, 

rom am statiaSi avtori imediT Sescqeris ruseTis progresul 

Zalebs, Cven mier moxmobil amonaridSi kargad Cans Samilis da mis 

TanamoazreTa mravalwliani brZolis aseTi dasasruliT 

gamowveuli sevda [39]. dedis mxridan maxarbekis didi babua 1810 

wels da 1830-ian wlebSi digorelTa antirusuli gamosvlebis  

aqtiuri monawile gaxldaT, misi meore saxelovani winapari 

baisangur beno ki - Samilis erT-erTi uerTgulesi naibi. 

 

 
 

baisangur beno, kavkasiis xalxTa ganmaTavisuflebeli moZraobis 

gamoCenili moRvawe 

Baisangur Beno, the ancestor of Makharbek Tuganov, hero of the national-
liberation movement of the Caucasian peoples, the Imam Shamil’s companion in 

arms   
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vsaubrobT ra m. TuRanovis erovnul cnobierebaze, gvsurs 

movixmoT misi mravlismetyveli sityvebi, romlebic moyvanilia m. 

xakimis monografiaSi: “ostatoba da niWi momdinareobs xalxis 

wiaRidan, gamoiwrToba xalxis mier da ikvebeba misi ukvdavi 

sibrZniT. xalxSi keTil xsovnas tovebs mxolod is, visac aqvs 

bedniereba namatiT daubrunos xalxs misgan boZebuli simdidre da 

amiT erTi nabijiT mainc wawios win misi sulieri ganviTareba. 

amitom, nebismieri mecnierisa Tu xelovanis biografia, maT Soris 

Cemi mokrZalebuli biografiac, ar unda izRudebodes martooden 

individis cxovrebiseuli gzis Semadgeneli faqtebis erTobliobis 

aRweriT. igi unda iyos Txroba imis Sesaxeb, Tu erovnul niadagze 

rogor wamoizarda misi unari, rogor ayvavda igi, ra gziT da 

ramdenad ganaviTara adamianma SemdgomSi es unar-Cvevebi imis 

surviliT, rom daubrunos mSobel qveyanas Tavisi gadauxdeli 

vali” [1]. vfiqrobT, es sityvebi ar saWiroebs aranair komentars. 

 

mxatvari didad ganicdida im samwuxaro faqts, rom JamTasvlisa da 

adamianTa ugunurobis Sedegad nadgurdeboda kavkasiis xalxTa 

erovnuli, istoriuli saganZuri, - mravalferovani da 

mravalsaukunovani xalxuri Semoqmedeba. jer kidev 1923 wels, 

Tavis werilSi “mTielTa siZveleTsacavebi”, igi aRniSnavda: 

“kavkasiis mTebi, qvis uSvelebeli skivrebiviT, Tavisi xeobebis 

siRrmeSi asobiT da aTasobiT welia inaxavs uZveles xalxTa 

moRvaweobis amsaxvel naSTebs, xalxebisa, romelnic odesRac 

mniSvnelovan rols asrulebdnen msoflio istoriul arenaze. 

dRemde srulyofilad ar aris Seswavlili am mcirericxovan 

xalxTa gansxvavebuli enebi da adaT-wesebi, gansxvavebuli 

kulturebi. imavdroulad, xalxuri Semoqmedebis Zeglebze 

aRbeWdili xalxTa cocxali matiane yoveldRiurad mcirdeba, 

uZvelesi Zeglebi nadgurdeba adamianisa da drois msaxvrali 

xeliT, saerTosakacobrio cxovrebis formebis aRmqmeli 

mecniereba ganicdis aunazRaurebel danakliss” [40].  

 

sainteresoa 1905 wels CrdiloeT oseTSi imxanad gamomavali 

rusulenovani gazeTis “kazbek” 225-e nomerSi gamoqveynebuli 

statia “osTa peticia”. werilSi aRniSnulia, rom Tergis olqSi 

sagangebo davalebiT Casul general mixailovs osi xalxis 

warmomadgenlebma kavkasiis mefisnacvlisTvis gadasacemad 

miarTves osi xalxis peticia. amis Semdeg moyvanilia peticiis 

sruli teqsti. sanam am sagulisxmo dokumentis ZiriTad debulebebs 

SevexebodeT, gvsurs aRvniSnoT, rom misi Sinaarsidan da stilidan 

gamomdinare, peticiis avtori Tu ara, erT-erTi avtori unda iyos 

Tavad maxarbek TuRanovi. peticiaSi aRniSnulia: “b-n Sinagan 
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saqmeTa ministris saxelze ama wlis 18 Tebervlis uzenaesi 

reskriptis da kavkasiis mosaxleobisadmi Tqveni brwyinvalebis 

mimarTvis safuZvelze, Cven, osuri sasoflo Temebis ndobiT 

arWurvili pirni, vacnobierebT ra osi xalxis Tanamedrove 

mdgomareobas, mivediT mtkice daskvnamde, rom xalxis Semdgomi 

mSvidobiani da kulturuli ganviTareba, misi ekonomiuri 

keTildReobis amaRleba warmoudgenelia qvemoT moxmobili 

reformebis dauyovnebliv ganxorcielebis gareSe” [41].  peticiaSi 

warmodgenili metad Tamami da principuli moTxovnebidan Cveni 

yuradReba gansakuTrebiT miipyro ramdenime maTganma. kerZod,  es 

moTxovnebi ukavSirdeba osuri enis saxelmwifo organoebsa da 

sasamarTloebSi oficialurad xmarebis aucileblobas, Tergis 

olqSi farTo adgilobrivi TviTmmarTvelobis SemoRebis 

aucileblobas, osuri olqis administraciis osi xalxis mier 

arCevis aucileblobas, osebisTvis ukanonod CamorTmeuli miwebis 

upirobod dabrunebas, 16 wlis asakamde ufaso, sayovelTao da 

aucilebeli ganaTlebis SemoRebas da skolebSi osuri enis 

aucilebel swavlebas, vladikavkazSi umaRlesi saswavleblis 

daarsebis aucileblobas da a.S. [41]. Zneli warmosadgeni ar unda 

iyos, Tu rogor Sexvdeboda am peticias kavkasiis mefisnacvlis 

administracia. Tavad avtorma germaniaSi gamgzavrebiT uSvela 

Tavs. winaaRmdeg SemTxvevaSi mas ar acdeboda sastiki represiebi.    

 

aRsaniSnavia, rom 1988 wels cxinvalis gamomcemlobam “irisToni” 

qarTul enaze, cnobili kavkasiologis, prof. vaso abaevis 

winasityvaobiTa da redaqciiT gamosca “narTebi” m. TuRanovis 

ilustraciebiT.  

 

ar SeiZleba ar iTqvas imis Sesaxebac, rom m. TuRanovi gaxldaT 

brwyinvale pedagogi. misi uSualo xelmZRvanelobiT aRizarda 

araerTi niWieri mxatvari da mkvlevari-folkloristi. mis, 

rogorc xelovanis, kredoze naTlad metyvelebs misive sityvebi: 

“mxatvari mzesaviT unda muSaobdes – aisidan daisamde, igi unda 

iRviZebdes da iZinebdes mzesTan erTad” [1]. 

 

mxatvris pirad arqivSi daculia CrdiloeT oseTSi 1962 wels 

gamocemuli musa xakimis monografia “maxarbek TuRanovi – oseTis 

saxalxo mxatvari”, romelsac amSvenebs avtoris gulTbili 

miZRvnis warwera profesor igor uruSaZisadmi. amasTan, wignSi 

mniSvnelovani adgili eTmoba i. uruSaZis moRvaweobas m. 

TuRanovis Semoqmedebis warmoCenisa da popularizaciisaTvis. 

aRsaniSnavia, rom b-ni igori jer kidev 1930-iani wlebis 

damlevidan icnobda saxelovan os mxatvars. amdenad, SemTxveviTi 
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ar aris, rom mxatvris vaJma, aw gansvenebulma enver TuRanovma 

1980-ian wlebSi swored TbilisSi Camoitana da prof. i. uruSaZes 

gadasca mamis piradi arqivi. 

 

 
 

profesori igor uruSaZe 

Professor Igor A. Urushadze (1916-1997), the researcher of Makharbek 
Tuganov’s creative work and the friend of Enver Tuganov 

 

winamdebare naSromis avtorisaTvis metad sasiamovnoa, rom mas 

xvda wilad aRniSnuli arqivis damuSaveba. masSi warmodgenilia 

rogorc mxatvris cxovrebis amsaxveli fotomasala, dokumentebi 

da 20-ze meti samecniero Sromis xelnawerebi, ise 40 naxati. 

vimedovnebT, rom es arqivi amieridan maxarbek TuRanovis piradi 

fondis saxiT Tbilisis Teatris, kinos da qoreografiis muzeumSi 

daidebs binas da mniSvnelovan rols Seasrulebs qarTul-osuri 

urTierTobebisa da saerTokavkasiuri kulturis Seswavlis 

saqmeSi. 

 

dabolos, gvsurs uRrmesi madloba movaxsenoT prof. igor 

uruSaZis qaliSvilebs, - q-n leoninas da q-n paolas arqivis 

saTuTad Senaxvisa da sasargeblo rCevebisaTvis, agreTve, naSromis 

redaqtors, profesor giuli alasanias da gamomcemloba "universa-
li"-s direqtors, baton goCa xarebavas.   
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Levan Z. Urushadze 
 
 

For History of the Georgian-Ossetian Cultural and Scientific 
Relations 

(Makharbek Tuganov and Georgia)
 

Summary 
 

By this article we would like to remind of the old generation and to introduce 
to the youth the versatile activity of one of the founders of modern Ossetian 
fine art and the outstanding researcher – ethnographer, the Meritorious Art 
Worker of Georgia and the North Ossetian People’s Painter  Makharbek 
Tuganov. 
 
Makharbek Tuganov was born on 11th June of 1880 (according to the 
painter’s information – 1878) in the North Ossetian village Dur-Dur incoming 
then to Digori district of the Terek region. The father of the future painter 
Safar Aslangirey Tuganov (dead in 1894) graduated from the Bonn’s 
University (Germany) as a naturalist. He was the first Ossetian researcher-
botanist who made a valuable contribution to study of the endemic plants of 
Ossetia and the Caucasus. It is noticeable, also, that Safar was the descendant 
of the well-known Georgian kin of Tarkhan-Mouravi and in so far as the 
famous Georgian general of the XVII century Giorgi Saakadze, known as the 
Great Mouravi. At the same time Safar was also the descendant of Baisengur 
Beno – the nearest fellow-campaigner of Imam Shamil, the head of heroical 
struggle of the Caucasians against the Russian invasion. The mother of 
Makharbek, Asiat Shanaeva also came of good stock.  She finished the noble 
girls’ boarding school in Vladikavkaz. Her father, known ethnographer and 
public figure Gatsir Shanaev was the nearest friend of Levan Khetagurov, the 
father of Kosta Khetagurov – the founder of Ossetian literature and fine art. 
Tuganov’s family was outstanding also thanks to brother of Makharbek’s 
grandfather – Aslanbek (1804-1868). He was the first Ossetian general of the 
Russian Army.  
 
In 1901 he was included in the Petersburg’s Academy of Arts, completed by 
him with honors in 1905. Parallel with the other noted artists, Ilia Repin – the 
famous Russian painter gave him training there also. Mose Toidze, afterwards 
the People’s Painter of Georgia, was in the same year, as Makharbek. Note 
should be taken that a spacious memory of Tuganov on Repin was placed 
among the collected stories “New of Repin”, published in 1969 in Leningrad 
with the reminiscences on Mose Toidze. 
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In 1905-1907 Makharbek had training in the Munich, in the noted school of 
Prof. Anton Aschbe. As he told himself in 1905-1920 he was follower of neo-
impressionism. Just in the Munich’s years he made friends with the later on 
outstanding painters Vasili Kandinsky and Igor Grabar and the well-known 
Chechen writer Andrei Beli, who also were in Munich at the same time. 
 
At the end of 1907 the young painter came back to motherland and began 
both fruitful creative work and research, pedagogical and public activity. 
Right away after returning M. Tuganov founded in Vladikavkaz the art 
studio and the art society. Besides he was one of the managers of the first 
Ossetian publishing society “Ir” (“Ossetia”). Moreover, he was one of the 
founders of the Ossetian newspaper “Nog Tsard” (“New Life”). It’s worthy of 
note that both the society “Ir” and above-mentioned newspaper were founded 
in Tbilisi. The first numbers of the newspaper were issued in Tbilisi too. In 
1926-1930 Makharbek taught drawing in the North Ossetian pedagogical 
college. Simultaneously he was scientific worker of the North Ossetian 
Research Institute of Local Lore. 
 
In 1920 with direct participation of M. Tuganov the art-literary magazine 
“Tvorchestvo” (the “Creative Work”) was founded in Vladikavkaz. M 
Tuganov designed the cover of this magazine himself. In 1923 he was the main 
painter of the first agricultural exhibition of the highlanders in Vladikavkaz. 
He designed also the cover and most of numbers of the magazine “Gorski 
Vestnik” (“Highland’s Herald”) that was publishing in Vladikavkaz in 1920-
ies. 
 
In 1924-1926 the painter had journeys in Azerbaijan and Central Asia, where 
he made many interesting sketches. In connection with these journeys the fact 
of no small importance cleared up. In the book of the North Ossetian author 
V. Tsagaraev – “Makharbek Tuganov. The life and creative work” was noted 
that Makharbek’s travels were not voluntary at all. In that time the 
Bolshevist-Soviet regime already started to oppress M. Tuganov, who 
managed earlier, in 1920-1922, the art-placard branch of the important 
propaganda body of this regime “Ter-Kavrosta”. Makharbek Tuganov, as a 
European educated cultured man, as a true aristocrat and above all, the 
national figure who lived with the interests of his people, was unacceptable 
person for the Soviet regime. A man, who was persecuted by tsarist Russia for 
it, was persecuted for this one by the Soviet regime, which “cared for public 
welfare.” One reason of the painter’s baiting was his important article “The 
modern currents in painting”, published in the Russian newspaper 
“Vladikavkazski Listok” (one of the founders of which was M. Tuganov 
himself) in 1912, No 12. Presented in the paper were the main trends in the 
European painting of the last ten-year period of the 19th century and the first 
decade of the next. For all that the Soviet regime didn’t forgive his last 
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passions for the “bourgeois” turns of art – the modernism and the post-
modernism. 
 
After 1930 all his activity was connected with Georgia in town Tskhinvali. 
 
This was caused by a number of reasons. First and foremost he has a 
profound respect for Georgian people, his Georgian forefathers and Georgian 
culture. The other reason was, as told V. Tsagaraev in his book, all the Soviet 
regime’s persecution mentioned above. The inward wealthy nature of 
Makharbek Tuganov couldn’t reconcile oneself to be in the grip of the Soviet 
ideology. His personality couldn’t go in the framework of a socialist realism. 
 
In 1931 in Tskhinvali the art college was established by Makharbek 
Tuganov’s initiative. He directed there for many years and taught there till 
1943. 
 
In 1931 he was invited as a main painter of Kosta Khetagurov State Theatre, 
where he worked till 1943. In 1940 in Tbilisi was held the South Ossetian Ten-
day Literature and Art Festival in success of which Makharbek Tuganov 
made a valuable contribution. In the same year the book devoted to the Ten-
day Literature and Art Festival – “The show of the South Ossetian Art in 
Tbilisi” was published in Tskhinvali in Georgian and Russian. Just in the 
same year he was awarded by the title of the Georgia’s Meritorious Art 
Worker. 
 
But there were the circumstances attracted our attention: in 1943 the painter 
forsook an art college established by him and Kosta Khetagurov state theatre 
too owing to stereotyped “health’s worsen”. Naturally a question is arising – 
what happened really? Rather like that Makharbek was obliged to go away. 
 
From 1932 to the death (1952) M. Tuganov was a member of the Union of 
Painters of Georgia (in 1934-1950 he was a member of the Union’s presidium) 
and actively worked there. He was one of the founders of the South Ossetian 
Branch of the Union of Painters of Georgia. 
 
The personal exhibition of M. Tuganov’s works was held in Tbilisi in 1935 
and had a very good press. 
 
A few years later after his death, in 1956, the exhibition of the Ossetian artists 
was held in Tbilisi picture-gallery and Makharbek Tuganov’s 7 works on the 
theme of Nart epos were exhibited too. It wasn’t chance that just Tuganov’s 
canvas’ had won the peculiar attention of the visitors. It is clear from the art 
critic’s reviews. The Georgian art critic Nino Gudiashvili named him as “the 
pride and treasure of Ossetian culture” (“Literaturuli Gazeti”, 14. 09. 1956, 
Tbilisi). The noted Georgian art critic, late professor Igor Urushadze 
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organized the exhibition of M Tuganov’s paintings and drawings in Tbilisi in 
1962. 
 
In 1946 M. Tuganov was the first painter who was awarded the title of the 
North Ossetian People’s Painter. His canvas’ devoted to the Ossetian Nart 
epos was exhibited in the capital of North Ossetia at the same year. 
 
Except the many-sided creative work, M. Tuganov held fruitful research 
activity in the fields of history of the popular creative work of Ossetian people 
and folk-lore. Furthermore he made a considerable contribution in study of 
Kosta Khetagurov’s life and creative work. Makharbek’s research activity 
counted out from the end of 1910-ies, but he started to collect the samples of 
Ossetian folk-lore from 1894. Just thanks to him some wonderful specimens of 
folk-lore were saved (“Story of Nart Marguz”, “Story of the Lonely”, “Song of 
Atsamaz” etc.). Still in 1911 he published in Vladikavkaz compiling by him 
“Digorian Stories” in Digori dialect. It should be mentioned that M. 
Tuganov’s interest to folk-lore was “inheritable”, as his grandfather and 
uncle from mother side were known ethnographers and folk-lorers. Therefore 
it isn’t chance that in 1943 he was invited to the South Ossetian Scientific-
Research Institute of Academy of Sciences of Georgia as a Senior Research 
Fellow, where he worked to the end of his life. 
 
In 1935-1951 some important works of M. Tuganov were published in the 
“Bulletin of the South Ossetian Scientific-Research Institute”. He collaborated 
with other scientific periodicals too. There are especially interesting the works 
on the essence of the Nart epos (just this epos inspired him to creation of the 
wonderful series of the canvas’); on the questions of the popular creative work 
of Ossetians; on the Ossetian popular ornament; on Kosta Khetagurov as a 
painter; on legends being among the Caucasian highlanders about Tamerlan’s 
invasions, etc. 
 
Amongst the works devoted to the epos of Narts it will be noted two articles: 
1. “Who were Narts?” (firstly it was issued as far back as 1920 in the North 
Ossetian newspaper “Terski Kazak” No 36 and got the second broadened 
reading of the placed in the “Bulletin of the North Ossetian Research 
Institute”, number I, 1925) and 2. “The new on the epos of Narts” (the 
“Bulletin of the South Ossetian Scientific-Research Institute”, No I (V), 1946). 
 
It will be noted also the articles devoted to great Ossetian poet and painter 
Kosta Khetagurov: “The painter Kosta Khetagurov” (the “Bulletin of the 
South Ossetian Research Institute”, Number III, 1936), “Kosta as a painter 
and a pioneer of the Ossetian painting” (the newspaper “Zaria Vostoka”, No 
271, 1939, Tbilisi; the magazine “Tvorchestvo”, No 12, 1939), “Once more on 
Kosta Khetagurov as a painter” (the “Bulletin of the South Ossetian Research 
Institute”, No IV, 1941). 
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The wide research – “The creative work of the mountaineers in olden times 
and now” (the newspaper “Gorskaia Pravda”, No 164, 171, 177, 181, 193, 211, 
Vladikavkaz, 1923) was concerned with main points of history of the people’s 
art in the Caucasus. In this detailed work was given both a common survey of 
the people’s art of the North Caucasian peoples and a consideration, in 
particular, of the questions of history of the people’s art and the architecture 
of Daghestanians, Kabardians, Ossetians, Chechenians and Ingushians.  
 
M. Tuganov was elected to scientific council of the South Ossetian Scientific-
Research Institute where he managed the Institute’s work in the field of folk-
lore. He actively took pert in all important scientific forums held under the 
aegis of the Institute.  
 
Makharbek Tuganov was an expert in Ossetian folk dance and a brilliant 
dancer himself. In 1988 the second edition of his monographic research 
“Ossetian Folk Dances” was published in Tskhinvali with author’s 
explanatory drawings and schemes. This work firstly was issued in 1951 but 
quickly was out of print. It is interesting that in this work the author has used 
the returns of the distinguished Georgian historian and geographer of the 
XVII century Vakhushti Bagrationi on the old Ossetian dance “Tsoppai”. 
 
Some important works of M. Tuganov are not published up to present day. 
Among them are the monographs on Ossetian folk ornaments and on history 
of creative work of Ossetian people. These researches are kept in the artist’s 
private archives. 

   
Makharbek Tuganov was in good terms with many notable Georgian cultural 
workers. Still in 1890-ies, when he was learning in Vladikavkaz’s Real high 
school, the teacher of Holy Write, the noted Georgian enlightener and 
missionary Zacharia Mamatsov (Mamatsashvili) turned his attention to the 
gifted pupil. He resolutely demanded to pay peculiar attention to 
Makharbek’s talant on the pedagogical council of the school. Really this 
demand was taken into consideration and Makharbek’s training always was 
in the limelight. Mussa Hakim told about it in his book on M. Tuganov (1962). 
 
In 1900 in Petersburg Makharbek became friends with the nephew of the 
noted Georgian writer Alexandre Kazbegi, the translator and publisher 
Rostom Kazbegi (the pen-name Kinvary), who was the manager of the 
printing house of A. Suvorin, the well-known Russian publisher. Exactly at 
Rostom’s request Makharbek drew the scene from the XII  century’s famous 
Georgian poem “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” of Shota Rustaveli – 
“Tariel’s grapple with the panther.” Rostom Kinvary included this drawing 
with other illustrations of the well-known Hungarian artist Michai Zichy into 
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his book “The Panther’s Skin. The pictures for the stage after the poem of 
Shota Rustaveli,” published in 1901 in Petersburg. 
 
Note should be taken that Rostom’s brother-in-low (husband of his sister 
Olga) was a founder of the Ossetian drama, M. Tuganov’s nearest friend and 
kinsman Elbizdiko Britaev. 
 
As it was above-mentioned, Mose Toidze, later on the noted Georgian painter, 
learned in the Petersburg Academy of Arts together with M. Tuganov in 
1900-1905. Two noteworthy letters of M. Toidze are kept in Tuganov’s private 
archives.  
 
Makharbek Tuganov was in friendly terms with many representatives of the 
Georgian intellectuals – the painters and the scientists: Gigo Gabashvili, Lado 
and Nino Gudiashvili, Vakhtang Kotetishvili, Soso Gabashvili, Sergo 
Kobuladze, David Kakabadze, Elene Akhvlediani, Giorgi Akhvlediani, 
Arnold Chikobava, Akaki Shanidze, Varlam Topuria, Giorgi Tsereteli, Giorgi 
Shatberashvili, Micheil Chikovani etc. 
 
In 1958 in Tbilisi Giorgi Shatberashvili published his “Thouts”, where he 
recalled M. Tuganov. The author was delighted with creative works of him. 
He gave the highest estimation to noted canvas’ of Ossetian painter 
“Arashenda” and “Sacrifice of a horse”. 
 
It’s very pity that during fire in Tskhinvali’s picture-gallery Tuganov’s 
remarkable canvas “Kosta at Kipiani’s Grave”, painted in oils in 1939, was 
burnt down together with many other works of painter. Micheil Kipiani was 
the noted Georgian public figure and champion of the Ossetian culture. He 
published the “Ossetian ABC” (1890) and founded the “Society for the 
Dissemination of Education and Technical Knowledge Among the 
Highlanders of Terek Region” (1883). M. Kipiani was nearest friend of the 
great Ossetian poet and painter Kosta Khetagurov, who heartily diplored his 
death in 1891. M. Tuganov impressed just this moment on his canvas. It 
should be noted that young Makharbek made M. Kipiani’s acquaintance just 
by Kosta Khetagurov and it made a great impression on him. In 1938-1939 M. 
Tuganov worked on the drama “Kosta-Herdsman”, where one of the 
character is exactly Micheil Kipiani. Unfortunately, only the fragments of this 
play’s manuscript are kept, which Enver Tuganov published in 1977 in one-
volume edition of his father’s letters. 
 
To characterize Makharbek Tuganov’s creative or scientific legacy one 
cannot to emphasize to following circumstance:  in spite of the 32 years of his 
life were connected with Soviet-Bolshevist system, his both creative works and 
scientific ideas always were deeply national. In spite of that in 1929-1922-ies 
he was employ of the “Ter-Kavrosta” (the “Terek-Caucasian Branch of the 
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Russian Telegraph Agency”) - of that propaganda organization, it may 
observe the author’s national character and conviction in his works. 
Undoubtedly he was a worthy son of the whole Caucasus. 
 
The book of Mussa Hakim – “Makharbek Tuganov – the Ossetian People’s 
Painter”, published in North Ossetia in 1962-is kept in the artist’s private 
archives with the author’s warm dedication to prof. Igor Urushadze. For all 
that the activity of prof. I. Urushadze in presentation and popularization of 
M. Tuganov’s creative work is shown in the book. It should be noted that I. 
Urushadze  was acquainted with the renowned artist as far back as the end of 
1930-ies and was friends with his son Enver. 
 
It is no mere chance that artist’s son, Enver, brought his father’s private 
archives in Tbilisi in 1980-ies and gave it to I. Urushadze to use it for the 
future book on M. Tuganov. But I. Urushadze deceased soon also as Enver 
Tuganov. 
 
For the author of this paper is very pleasant that he was honored to work up 
the above-mentioned archives. Here are both the photos, documents, about 20 
manuscripts of scientific works and 40 drafts and drawings of Makharbek 
Tuganov. 
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m. TuRanovi, “tarielis da jiqis Serkineba” (ilustracia SoTa 

rusTavelis “vefxistyaosnisTvis”), 1900 w. 

 
Makharbek Tuganov, “Tariel’s fight with an ounce” (the illustration for the 

Shota Rustaveli’s poem “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”, XII c.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                              44



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

m. TuRanovi, “kldeze mijaWvuli promeTe”, 1910 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, „Promethus chained to a rock“, 1910 
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m. TuRanovi, “Cermeni” (osi xalxis erovnuli gmiri), 1928 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, “Chermen” (The Ossetian people’s hero), 1928 
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m. TuRanovi, “adilgirei Sanaevi”, 1910 w. 

 

         M. Tuganov, “Adilgirey Shanaev” (The
         noted Ossetian public figure), 1910 
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m. TuRanovi, ilustracia k. xeTagurovis poemidan “fatima” 

 

M. Tuganov, the illustration for the poem of K. Khetagurov “Fatima” 
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m. TuRanovi, cxinvalis kosta xeTagurovis saxelmwifo 

Teatris emblemis eskizi, 1933 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, the sketch of the logo of the Kosta Khetagurov State 
Theatre in Tskhinvali, 1933 
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m. TuRanovi, “kavkasielTa tipebi” 

 

M. Tuganov, “The Caucasian types” 
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m. TuRanovi, “mocekvave erovnul samosSi” 

 

M. Tuganov, “The dancer in the national garments” 
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m. TuRanovi, “amirani”, 1933 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, “Amiran” (The hero of the Caucasian mythology), 1933 
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m. TuRanovi, “narTi batrazi”, 1942 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, “The Nart Batraz”, 1942 
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m. TuRanovi, “irmebis Widili”, 1946 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, “Skirmish of the stags”, 1946 
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m. TuRanovi, “cekva copai” (elvisgan moklulis datireba), 

1947 w. 

 

M. Tuganov, “The dance Tsopai” (mourning of the lightning’s 
victim), 1947 
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m. TuRanovi, “narTebis nadimi” 

 

M. Tuganov, “The feast of the Narths” 
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m. TuRanovi, “kosta xeTagurovi” 

 

M. Tuganov, “Kosta Khetagurov” 
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eTnografiuli Canaxatebi 

The ethnographic drawings 
 
 

1. xeze xalxuri kveTis nimuSebi 

The specimens of the Ossetian popular wood-carving: 
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2. osuri glexuri sacxovreblis darbazi 

The Ossetian peasant’s dwelling house: 
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