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Complete capitulation to the ,what we WOUIdL“*me“U%EJ
English“argument, on the other hand will often lose the whole
essence: the assertion that a lady’s lashes were killing a young
man cannot be turned into the languange of yesterday’s
newspaper without suffering a certain loss of identity. The
endeavour has been to evolve a manner that can reflect
something of both poem’s fast-moving, terse vitality and its
highly formalized expression. Wardour Stret English has no
friends today, but Rustaveli’s quatrains would cry out against
any attempt to render them into specifically twentieth- century
idiom. Balances must be struck*
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., The form of this new version of his poem is chosen with
- a view to bringing that distant past into focus for a modern
~ reader, with something of the sense of actuality that the story
~ would have had in its own time. This, therefore, is only inpart a
literal translation: apart from the Prologue and certain celebrated
~ passages such as Avtandil’s testament, the Georgian text has in
places abridged or adapted in order to produce lucid and
readable prose. Poetic images and metaphors as for example a
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light snow falling on the rose’s a metaphor often used foﬂea‘gs/f/

2
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are only occasionally translated verbatim*. 3
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