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What the
Witnesses Confirm

Court Hearing of Igor
Tolordava Case is coming to
end The parties are preparing

for debates.

On April 26, 1995 the Court started
interregation of " victims and witnesses
in relation with the episode of attack on
police. The prosecutor of the Republican
Prosecutor’s Office Kiazo Chanturia who
was working as Zugdidi prosecutor from
May 1991 to November 29, 1993, was
called as a witness.

He stated: "I. Tolordava was estab-
lishing order in the region. There was a
group of armed men who were robbing
and raiding the population and there was
another -group which was establishing the
order. Tolordava belonged to the latter.”
. On March when Zugdidi police
department was attacked three policemen
were killed. Then a charge was brought
in connection with this fact, I was obliged
to carry out investigation of this fact and
interrogate him to find out whether he
knew anything about this. I was also
obliged to withdraw his weapon, but could
not do it - they all went to Abkhazia to
fight. What could I do? I could not take
the arms from them - they were going to
defend national interests... I could not
accompany them in Abkhazia..."

Then before the Court appeared the
witness Nona Nizharadze, the wife of
Gela Nizharadze, the policemen who was
killed during March 9 armed incident:

"My husband was on duty from March
8 to March 9. He was working in Zugdidi
Depariment of Internat Affairs as a
deputy head of "OBHS". At dawn, about
5 a.m. I have heard the sound of terrible
continuous shooting. 1 could leave the
house only at 7 a.m. since it was curfew
in the town. When I reached the market
I saw our car "Niva" - it was all shot
down. I went to the police... opened the
door of the ambulance and saw my
husband... We took him home. I knew
that expertise was necessary but nobody
came to do it. I took the neighbors, made
photos and hid them in various places: I
was afraid that they would take them from
me. I was told that the police personnel
was warned about the attack. When I
asked the policemen they denied it. They
were afraid of somebody and did not tell
the truth. The leaders were warned. It all
happened because at the police were
working the leaders who were forcibly
appointed by someone. Our husbands
were defending people. Most of all is
guilty the head of the police who had let
everybody go and himself went to defend
his house and sacrificed the boys to death
by leaving them in the department. He,
who is presently happily walking in the
streets should br trailed first of all.

I knew Tolordava as an honest man.
He had never had anything in common
with thieves and bandits. I knew him as
a "Zviadist"..."

When the judge asked her whether
anybody was arrested for the murder of
her husband and whether she had any
suspicions who had killed him the witness
N. Nizharadze said: "He will not be
arrested - he continues to walk armed.
The attack was led by Jemal Kobalia and
Gia Uchava (presently the both of them
are working in the official structures -of
Shevardnadze. ed.). I am not going to
strive for justice yet. The time will come
when I won’t be afraid and the normal
life will be established. Then I will
demand the investigation. Today anyone
can be arrested and charged with any-
thing in the world. I do not have any
claims against Tolordava. It is better to
charge with responsibility those who
really deserve it."

The judge read the indictment saying
that Tolordava was at the place where

the incident happened at 8 a.m. This'

caused the protest of the witness
Nizharadze: "At 8 a.m. nothing was
happening there, everything was over, he
could have come there to extinguish a
fire, since all victims were already killed
and taken away".

The personnel of Zugdidi police were
also interrogated as witnesses in relation
with the incident of the attack on police.

Nodar Kankia (senior authorized
agent of Criminal Investigation
Department) stated: "I have not seen
Tolordava during the attack. I was at a
distance of 40-50 meters from the place
of armed conflict. Jemal Kobalia shouted
to us: "Do not be afraid, we are not going
to kill you". I knew Jemal, we were
working in police together." 3

When the prosecutor T. Laliashvili
asked the witness what activities was
Tolordava engaged in, the witness
answered: "He was the defendant of the
lawful Government - in Zugdidi he was
defending the order”.

At the Court Session of April 27, the
Court began to interrogate the witnesses
in relation with the fact of attacking
Martvili police on September 5, 1992
during which were killed three policemen
of Martvili police and two soldiers of the
lawfu! Guards. Kutaisi police members T.
Areshidze, E. Rekhviashvili and T.
Ivanidze were interrogated. In accord-
ance with their testimonies in the
beginning of September under decision of
Kutaisi police leaders 20-25 policemen
were sent 10 Martvili to arrest Jejelava’s
group. The witness confirmed that
Kuchukhidze was really saved by some
Guardsman.

Court Session of April 28 was devoted
to comparing and specifyving of the
testimonies of the witnesscs and victims.

Then the Court announced the
decision signed by the head of Zugdidi
police Phridon Adamia which read that
1. Tolordava was sentenced to 30 day
imprisonment for violation of curfew and
was placed into Zugdidi Isolator. He was
presented the arrest warrant only on
December 20. At the same time the arrest
warrant is not signed by him.

The Court also read statement of the
defendant concerning the state of his
health: in March, 1995, I. Tolordava
declared a hunger-strike demanding to
finish the investigation of his case. As a
result the state of his health was
dramatically aggravated - he could not
eat because of unbearable abdominal
pain. After 16 days of hunger-strike the
defendant was given his indictment. The
counselor V. Tsiklauri requested the
Court Board to pay attention to the fact
that in the course of final interrogation,
irrespective of the fact that in this
testimony Tolordava denied his previous
testimonies he was not asked the
mandatory question why he had refused
to confirm his previous testimonies.

At the end of the Session the judge
made a proposal: due to the fact that the
counselor was not present at Tolordava’s
interrogations carried out on December
9, 10 and 11, these testimonies did not
have the force of proof. The Court read
the statement of Tsalenjikha police
saying: "Tsalendjikha police does not
have any compromising materials against

Tolordava"
' Nino Gachechiladze

"I Happened to
Be the Smartest
Man in Zugdidi
Police", stated
Gocha Otkhozoria.

On May 4, 1995, at the Court Session
devoted to the Case of Valter Shurgaia
and Gocha Otkhozoria a motion was put
about integrogating of presently arrested
Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia and Soso
Zhgenti. According to judge
Tkeshelashvili due to the fact that the

case of these people was in the process
of investigation their interrogation at the
open trail would be the violation of the
Law. Therefore he made a decision that
the above witnesses should be
interrogated in the Investigation Isolator
in the presence of all parties. The
argument provided by the judge is
undoubtedly in concord with Law: Court
interrogation of the arrested person whose
case is in the process of investigation is
forbidden by the Law indeed. However
in this case surprising is such an
obedience of Tkeshelashvili o the norms
of "the Law: in 1993 during the Court
Hearing of the so-called "Kvareli Case"
where he was a Chairman was publicly
interrogated Viktor Domukhovski whose
case by that time was also in the process
of investigation. 'We wonder what has
caused such metamorphose of the judge?

fek®

The Court Session of May 5 the judge
announced that Vakhtang Kobalia
refused to give testimony and sent to the
Court the written statement saying that
he did not recognize the authority of this
Cour't and offers to use his testimonies in
the course of considering the case.

As for the testimony given by Soso
Zhgenti, the judge said that it would be
read in the nearest future.

The Court Session of May 5 was

the defendant Gocha Otkhozoria did
have the document allowing him to have
a weapon on him which was given by the
end of November 1993 by the deputy
Minister of Internal Affairs Gia Gulua as
well as whether he had a written
permission to freely move during the
curfew given by Zugdidi Commandant
Phridon Adamia. In other words the
Court tried to find out whether the
defendant was reconciled with the factual
authorities and whether there was any
ground for his detainment.

Phridon (Kukuri) Adamia who was
interrogated as a witness in accordance
with the motion of the prosecutor (it is
noteworthy that earlier the Court did not
satisfy the similar motion of the counselor
M. Navrozashvili concerning the
interrogation of Ph. Adamia) denied the
fact of giving such permission as well as
the fact of having any contacts at ali with
Oikhozoria within the above period. He
stated that he did not remember when he
had given such permission or whether he
did it or not; he did not remember
whether he met Otkhozoria within this
period; he did not know anything about
the meeting of Otkhozoria and G. Gulua;
he did not remember when was given the
arrest warranty against Otkhozoria etc.

The culmination of Ph. Adamia’s
testimony was the charge built in the best
propagandistic style of "Matsne" TV
information program describing how the
supporters of the President interfered
with heroic struggle of Adamia in
Abkhazia, how they did not help him
during the attack of Sukhumi, how they
blocked the Kodori road, due to which
fact thousands of people were induced to
move to Kutaisi via Svaneti road, and as
Adamia claims, how none of.  them were
allowed to enter Zugdidi. And generally,
by that time in Zugdidi there were not
any refugees except those from Gali. At
least that is what Adamia claims.

fekk

The relative of Otkhozoria, the staff
member of Zugdidi Department of
Internal Affairs Demna Sordia was
interrogated as a witness. He confirmed
the fact of contacts between G. Gulua
and the defendant.

“"When the war in Abkhazia broke out
two of my staff members decided to go
there as volunteers. They were in the
group of Gocha Otkhozoria and from
them I had information about him. They
used to say: 'He is very dear to us, a real
fighter and that is why we have joined
him. If not for him, we would not have
gone". Several men from his group were
killed. After the fall of Abkhazia I met
with Gocha, had a talk with him and
learned that his group was going to

when the governmental troops entered
Zugdidi 1 was approached by General
Gia Gulua. He said to me: "I have heard
you have a relative..." I immediately

confirmed my guess and asked me to
arrange his meeting with Gocha. I
promised him to bring Gocha personally
or with the help of my staff member. I

completely devoted to finding out whether’

guessed that he meant Gocha. He !

Abkhazia again. On November 7, 1993 :

i
i
|

met Otkhozoria, told him about Gulua’s
message and gave him Gulua’s telephone
number. Later they met with each other.
I was not present at this meeting, but I
know that it took place in the village of
Narazeni and it was attended by other
people 100.

Then I met Otkhozoria who had
shown me the document written on a
striped paper and signed by G. Gulua
which allowed him to have a gun. He told
me that he wanted to have permission of
free movement during the curfew. I
promiised him that I would tell about it
to the Commandant. I went to Adamia
and told him about Gochas request. He
told me to bring him with me and he
would give him the permission. He said
that he could not give such permission
without seeing the man. Several days
later, I do not remember the date - it
should be the end of November or
beginning of December, - I took Gocha
to Adamia. I introduced them to each
other and left them alone. A little later
Gocha came to my room and told me that
he had got the permission which he was
holding in his hand. It is true, I have not
read it, but he did have permission in his
hand."”

. Then the witness told the Court that
by the end of December he took
Otkhozoria to the Police office because
Adamia asked him about it. All of a
sudden he had learned that they were
going to arrest Gocha. D. Sordia asked

.what was the reason of the arrest. Adamia

answered that he had his arrest warrant.
"It looked as if I helped them to arrest
Gocha. He even told me that I had
decoyed him into trap".

Prosecutor and Adamia were very

exited by this testimony. Adamia used his,

usual trick and said that as he had
claimed Otkhozoria was brought by some
of his relatives, though he did not
remember who it was, when it was, and
‘whether the man brought to him was
Otkhozoria efc.

The Prosecutor Khabashvili doubted
the authority of Gulua to give the
permission for having arms: "For so many
years you are working in the Department
of Internal Affairs and how do you think
could the head of this department be
authorized with the right to give such
permissions”  in a didactic tone asked he
Sordia. "I could not imagine that deputy
Minister of Internal Affairs was not
authorized with this right”™ was the
answer. i

Then the Court called the staff
member of Zugdidi Internal Affairs
Department, inspector of Criminal
Investigation department Temur U.
Grigolia who has written the Protocol
about withdrawal of the arms from
Otkhozoria. His testimony caused such
confuse and excitement of the Prosecutor,
that he directly addressed Otkhozoria:
"If we could hear your testimony we
would have had a certain impression
about this". "I will give my testimony
later, eventually little by little everything
will be found out”, answered the

defendant. The counselors could not help

smiling.

What couldn’t exited the Prosecutor
in the testimony of the witness Grigolia?
According to the testimony of the witness
who had written the Protocol about
withdrawing of the weapon from
Otkhozoria, he had been called to the
study of the head of Internal Affairs
Department Chikobava where there were
only Otkhozoria and Chikobava. That
latter had a weapon in his hand and
ordered Grigolia to write the Protocol on
withdrawal. The Protocol contains
information about the personality of the
owner, name and the number of the
weapon, amount of bullets. When the
counselor asked what Otkhozoria was
doing and whether he had been
handcuffed, or resisted the withdrawal,
the witness calmly answered: "He was not
handcuffed. He and Chikobava were just
sitting and speaking”. To this details so
unpleasant for the prosecutor was added
the fact that the above Protocol is signed
only by Chikobava and Grigolia. The
document lacks the signatures of the co-
witnesses and which is most important the
signature of Otkhozoria himself. At the

' same time the Case materials contain only

the copy of this document its original
being kept in the personal case of the
defendant in Zugdidi.

For some reasons unknown the
Prosecutor got terribly angry with the
counselor Navrozashvili’s questions which
were aimed at finding out whether it was

- interrogated by the representatives |

possible to see a man emer
from the room of Zngdidi i
Department where are.sitfi ige
on duty. "This has\nothing 10,40 with/h;
case” claimed the Prosecutor’ Khabathyi
and the judge séenFEd[€) thiyk piitfid.f|
"How can it h_av??r‘tlfﬁl’[h?g‘}:dj a‘tf with“ 8
case when itzedmes=2h{ il (1) g
building of Police department enters (k4
armed man and nobody ftries to stop him?
was surprised the counselor Navrozashyj|

The Prosecutor was obviously tryipg
to hinder the counselor to elucidate
question concerning direct contacts of
defendant Otkhozoria with all leyg
officers of Internal Affairs Departmeny
within the period of November
December, 1993. Ph. Adamia alg
emphasized in his testimony thy
Otkhozoria was in the forest and he
not have any contacts with him. Indee
if he had been reconciled with the facny
authorities, then on what grounds has
been arrested? .

he Session was finished with the brig
statement of the defendant Otkhozor
and his rhetoric question:" I happened {
be the smartest man in Zugdidi Polic)
After all this can I state that this weapg
was stealthily put to me?". The judge in
mediately hid himself behind the Criming
Code: "I do not have the right to answe
such questions".

New Political Trai

Vanishvili Case will Be Hear(
by Court Marital

In the nearest days begins one mo
political trail - the hearing of case g
Ramaz Vanishvili, the Gori Battalio
leader of the Lawful Guards. His «
will be heard by Court Marital.

Ramaz Vanishvili was born o
January 24, 1964 in Gori town. He i
an engineer, is married, has two litl
children. Before his arrest. he wa
reckoned as an officer in the Arme
Forces of the Republic of Georgia -
was a major of the Guards. He was |
deputy of Gori Region Sakrebulo
a Chairman of the Ecologic
Commission.

Since November 1993, he is undg
arrest. In June, 1994 he got ill with sevel
form of infectious hepatitis. Irrespecti
of his multiple demands and interferend
of the International Red Cross, he wj
not hospitalized. Neither was he provide
with any medical aid. During the whol
period of his disease he was kept in (i
cell designed for 10 prisoners where oft
there were more than 10 people.

Rdmaz Vanishvili is charged with hig
treason, illegal carrying and keeping 0
arms, unwarranted leaving of a milit
detachment, desertion, embezzlement ang
loss of military property. According (0!
information from his relatives by i
present moment he was relieved 0
accusation in high treason and now hel
trailed only for military crime.

In his Statement of August 19, 1%
sent from the prison Ramaz Vanishi
writes:

“In the evening of November 19, 19
my friend, my brother and I were in
yard of my house where we were attack?
by armed people in civilian clothes.
we learned later they were the memb
of "Mkhedrioni". Without any warnif
they opened fire from machine guns &
killed my brother and my friend. !
wounded in hand and lost a lot of blo
I was captured and taken to the hospit
Immediately after receiving the first al
while still in semiconscious state [V

KGB. On the next day in the morninf
was transferred to the cell of Gori polf
department where 1 was ag
interrogated. Since November 25, 1993
am being kept in #1 Thbilisi Isolator. [/
nor recognize myself guilty in charf
accusations. I was fighting in the Arm
Forces of the exiled lawful authorities
took part in military operations direc
to defending Georgia from the exier’
aggression.. My arrest, murder of ©
brother and friend executed by '
factual illegal authorities is a polil
squaring accounts with us - my bro™
and my friend were the members of !
battalion headed by me."
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