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The representatives of
Parliamentary opposition Irakli
Tsereteli, Teimuraz Zhorzholiani and
Vakhtang Begiashvili at the press-
conference arranged by them demanded
to raise a question about the
responsibility of Eduard Shevardnadze.

They blamed Shevardnadze in
ignoring the Constitutional norms,
splitting of integrity of Georgia,
usurpation of power, fail to discover the
terrorist actions.

The similar statement was made by
Jaba Ioseliani too, who belieyes that
Sheverdnadze is a criminal and should

Opposition Advertises
Shevardnadze

The recent attacks directed against
Sheverdnadze made by the discredited
opposition have the opposite effect.

Unfortunately, these notorious repre-
sentatives of the opposition, who together
with many other great faults, have sinned
against the Legislation in effect, fail to
see .that their demand to charge
Shevardnadze with accusations in the best
case is causing a smile both at home and
abroad. For Shevardnadze of crucial
importance is to assure the world that he
is opposed by comically helpless forces.

Though the charges formulated

_ against Shevardnadze by Irakli Tsereteli,
Temur Zhorzhoeliani and Vakhtang
Begiashvili on the face of it seem
juridically grounded proceeding from the
Law on Power (leaving aside the fact that
this very Law was illegally adopted by

illegally elected Parliament), considering -

the fact that the fate of all these three
warriors is- already decided (they all
belong to the category of scapegoats and
probably the charges brought against
them by the Prosecutor 's Office are not
ungrounded) the attack of opposition
triad has no effect at all.

Even more noteworthy is the statement
of Jaba loseliani who qualified
Shevardnadze as a criminal who would
be put in jail. Such charges from the man
of such past and deeds sounds rather as
a compliment to Shevardnadze, especially
as the influential circles of the West
unequivocally demanded from the
"Father of Georgian Democracy” to get
rid of the friends having notorious
reputation.

It is evident, that the fact that it was
Toseliani who had invited Shevardnadze
to Georgia is now ignored; as well as the
fact that they together met Baker and
Gensher, and were together solving the
problems of world importance; ignored
is also the fact that loseliani as an

outstanding student of the "Greal
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Pre-Election Strategy of
the Authorities - Illusions
about Return To Abkhazia

The problem of Abkhazia is a heavyi
burden on the neck of the present
authorities and becomes progressively
heavier as the time of elections
approaches. At the same time, far from
being clarified, the situation from this
standpoint became even more obscure.

On the one hand, the ongoing protest
action of the refugees which is taking
place at the entrance of the Parliament
and continues from the end of June to the
end of July, completely depreciated the
value of the protest actions of such kind
in relation to the problems of Abkhazia:
about 50-100 men armed with a comically
absurd slogans who were supposed to
represent 250 thousand army of refugees,
could cause only pitying smile in Moscow
and Sukhumi. On the other hand, the

statements made by the Chairman of
Russian Federation Council, Vladimer
. Shumeiko, during his visit in Tbilisi such
as "Ardzinba is just the same criminal as
Dudaev” and "l strongly dislike the
growing interest of the USA to the Kaspi
Sea shore regions. Our military bases tell
the whole world that they have nothing
to do on this territory, served the sole
aim to completely and ohce and for all
identify the problem of Abkhazia with
the will of the authorities of Russia.

Neither the Commander of Russian
Peace Making Troops/Iakushev was
sparing the promises on the background
of the punitive expeditions of the
Leninakan Armenian battalion located in
Tsalendzhikha. ’

It is evident, that Russia has many
mechanisms of retreat and whatever
statements are made by Shumeiko’ who
fully enjoyed Georgian hospitality,
Moscow will always find the mechanism
to abolish not only the verbal promises
but also written agreements.

At the same time, exiled power
structures of Abkhazia became more and

more active. On he one hand they cannot

find mutual language between themselves
and on the other - they with enviable
boldness are exposing the policy of the
authorities concerning Abkhazia. It even
-came as far as 1o blaming the authorities
of Georgia in breaking of embargo
towards Abkhazian separatists at the
Session of Supreme Council of Abkhazia
held on July 19. And all this happens on
the background of everlasting
lamentations of pro-Abkhazian circles in
Russia who are claiming that the Russian
frontier at the Psou river is excessively
strictly closed and their Abkhazian
friends are dying of hunger.

In short, before the elections the
Abkhazian trump-card is again actively
used by various parties with various aims:
some are trying to attract the obedient
mass of refugees by the illusion of their
return to Abkhazia or at least to Gali
region; others, who are rather discredited
are irying to gather more scores by pe-
riodical statements against the
authorities.

But they all actually are using people
to satisfy their real mania - to get the
levers of power and maintain the spheres
of influence after the elections as well as
to remain in the ruling clan and receive
their share during the property
distribution.

Mamuka Tusishvili

Will there be a Pre-
Election Terror?

The authorities are sparing ho efforts
to assure the world that they are opposed
by terrorists and criminals rather than by
political opponents.

The elections are approaching and the
authorities are looking for the new
victims. ;

The recent arrest of the members of
the exiled Supreme Council Nugzar
Molodinashvili and Zviad Dzidziguri on
the face of it may seem illogical on the
background of a clamor set up by the
various international organizations and
Human Rights Centers around the Court
trial of "Chikovani Street Case.

. Today the stream of protest letters
and petitions demanding to abolish the
unjust sentence is flowing to the ruling
.structures and personally to
Shevardnadze from all parts of the world.
The authorities, naturally, do not
publicize these letters and are trying to
hush-hush this problem. At the same time

they are actively using legal and illegal
counter-measures to bring the ghings to
the end and to assure the whole world
that they are opposed by terrorists and
criminals rather then by political
opponents. The scenario has aiready
acquired its shape and the officials and
,mass media have started to diligently put
it into circulation:

The head of Shevardnadze’s

apparatus Petre Mamradze in his’

appearing on TV told the society the myth
faked in the lobby of the IMEL about the
union of terrorist "Zviadists, criminal
members of "Mkhedrioni" and thievish
Parliament opposition. Their inierests
coincide: they all wani to wreck the
adoption of Constitution and presidential
elections - concluded the head of the
apparatus.

The same model was offered to the
society by the member of Parliament
Nestan Kirtadze at the press-conference
held on July 24, who used as an argument
confirming her words the deputy
Prosecutor General Anzor Baluashvili,
the man whose name is most often
encountered in the reports and protest
statements of international organizations.
It should be mentioned however that the
"proofs” presented by this latter turned
out to be so generalized and declarative
that even the TV program "Kvishis Saati”
(The Sand-Glass) could not hide its irony
when commenting this press-conference
stated that the Prosecutor’s Office
managed to reveal the case of non-
committed attempt to explode the bridge
while failed to find head or tails of the
committed 15 murders having asked for
another year and a half to complete the
investigation with possible wish to pass
these cases 1o the future Government.

Meanwhile Jaba Toseliani diligently
develops the remaining part of the
scenario - he calls Shevardnadze a
criminal and tries to find the allies among
the victims of "Mkhedrioni.

On July 21 and 23 the representatives
of "Mkhedrioni” -and "Archevani”
subordinated to Jaba Ioseliani and later
Jaba Joseliani himself came to the hall of

- society "Tsodna” and offered cooperation
. to the political parties who were present

in the hall of sessions. Irrespective of the
strong protest of the supporters of the
legal authorities (who in both cases left
the hall in a token of protest and in
ultimatum' form demanded to cease any
contacts with the members of
"Mkhedrioni) it became evident, that a
part of parliamentary opposition is ready
to make such union. ' 3
Thus, the shapes of the scenario are
becoming more and more clear: to house
the whole opposition under the same roof
during the pre-election period, its
criminalization with possible provocation
and subsequent arrest. In its essence it is
an old scenario which was brought in
action in the period of Forum when with
the help of the same loseliani the authors
of the scenario managed to involve some
political parties belonging to national-
liberating movement into the criminal
alliances and Congress marathon having

no prospects at all. Zviad Gamsakhurdia .
" managed to find the only right way out

- he preferred to be alore to being in
immoral union. He left the Forum which
became the breeding-ground for

Prosecutor’s Office
Against the Political
- Opponents

OnJuly 24 the deputy N. Kirtatdze and
Deputy Prosecutor General A. Baluashvili
held a press-conference in the building
of the Parliament. As N. Kirtadze
informed the journalists that she herself
was the initiator 8f this press-conference
and invited A. Baluashvili to confirm her
ideas about current political situation by
facts. She has outlined three blocks of
problems as the main subject of her
speculations: drug-addiction, terrorism
and union of the Parliamentary opposition
with the terrorists.

The member of the Parliament after
the short declarative introduction
transferred to the problem of drug
addiction in Georgia. She noted that

during the recent 6 months only 52

persops were arrested charged with the
accusation of drug addiction, while those
who were engaged in distribution of the
narcotics remained unpunished. As
everybody knew the center of realization
of narcotics was Tskhinvali which was
not controlled by the authorities of
Georgia. From there the drugs penetrated
to Racha-Lechkhumi and Svaneti. In this
dirty business was engaged the whole
population, said the MP.

When dwelling on the same problem
A. Baluashvili stated that there were some
problems concerning the struggle against
drug-addiction, since the problem was
not solved at the governmentai level. The
activities of National Drug-Addiction
Control Bureau were beneath criticism.
There were materials testifying to the fact
that the sellers of narcotics were in union
with Law and Order Bodies and repre-
sentatives of the state structures. There
were terrible facts of kidnapping of young
girls with the aim to exchange them for
narcotics stated A. Baluashvili. ;

Concerning the second problem N.
Kirtadze stated that terrorism reigning in
Georgia had its origin in 1991. Only now
it acquired a new essence. A. Baluashvili
provided, the following detailed
explanation of this problem:"The ongoing
terror is aimed at seizing power. It began
in the end of 1990, when popularly
elected authorities began to. disintegrate
the integrity of their country and national
conscience as a result of their
helplessness and incompetence".

At this moment the MP N. Kirtadze
hurried to help him. She very excitedly
informed the audience that recently in

the cinema "Suliko" gathered the

Zviadists and adopted a document about
boycotting the elections: "Of interest is
the fact that the opposition part of the
Parliament has union with them. I, as a
supporter of the Head of the State, have
a question: "Why these members of
Parliament are trying to wreck the
elections and ‘adoption of Constitution? I
have the information that in the hall of
"Tsodna" society which is illegally
occupied by Conservative-Monarchist
Party were gathering Molodinashili,
Dzidziguri, Zhorzholiani, Paatashvili,
Kupreishvili and what is most alarming
the Chairman of State Security
Commission N. Natadze... Molodinashvili
was arrested togesher with Zhorzholiari's
sister. Dzidziguri’s explosion of the
bridge was supposed to cause fear and
chaos...

At the press-conference it became
evident that T. Zhorzholiani and L.
Tsereteli were under investigation.

A. Baluashvili noted that he knew
everything - who was gathering in the
"Tsodna" hall, what they were speaking
about. As the interrogated prisoners
testify it was an attempt to unite the split
society. In reality they,were preparing to
wreck the presidential status and
adoption of Constitution. This could not
be qualified as a criminal action, but
there were found those who were wanted
by police. There exists their mutual
statement not to allow to be loyal to the
authorities. The main goal of the
explosion was to cause discontent of
people rather than to kill anyone. "And
all this happens when investments are
growing and foreign capital is paving its
way in Georgia" (the remark of N.
Kirtadze).

As the orators presented it, Zviad
Dzidziguri right after leaving the
"Tsodna" hall where he was conferring
with the members of Parliament, made
his way to the Vakhushti Bridge armed
with the explosive substance.

From the representative of the
:Rescuer’ Corpus” the audience learned

-that within the recent period a certain

Deisidze died as a result of unwarranted
actions of the policemen who have beaten
him and damaged his spinal cord. There
is a suspicion that policemen threw from
the window of his dwelling house a certain
Ramishvili of whom the word was spread
that he was suspected to participate in
the murder of Khabeishvili.

To the question of the "Tavisupali
Sakartvelo” newspaper whether the fact
of showing Zviad Dzidziguri and others
on TV two days after their arrest with

.their confess and qualifying them as
&
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said that no violence of presumpfion of

- innocence took place for the following

reason: the presumption of innocence
could be considered violated if they would
be punished without sound grounds.

Concerning the question why two of
fife arrested were kept in the Isolator Cell
of KGB while the remaining three were
in the A

reliminary detention cell, the deputy
Procurator General explained that they
should all be kept in the KGB Isolator
Cell, but since there was no room enough
for all of them they were kept in
Preliminary Isolator Cell and as soon as
they had enough room the other three
detained would be transferred to the KGB
Isolator Cell. 2

The audience also learned that
investigation of Zaur Kobalia’s case was
over and his lawyer was getting familiar
with the case materials. As for the Cases
of Vakhtang Kobalia, Badri Zarnadze,
Soso Zhgenti, Jambul Bokuchava and
others they might me united with other
cases which were still under investigation,

To the question of the journalists
whether it was possible that the terrorist
organization "Algetis Mglebi" (Algeti
Wolves) was formed by the authorities
themselves, A. Baluashvili answered that
it was absolutely out of question "since
the authorities presently do not have
capability and means to keep such
organization...

When asked how he would comment
15 murders which were not discovered
yet, A. Baluashyili answered that ‘they
had some information ... all cases were
brought to end but it would take them a
year and a half to gain the proofs... The
Prosecutor’s Office on July § raised the
question before the head of the State
about the funding of the investigating
group, but no money had entered so far...

Proceeding from the logic of the press-
conference it is only natural to get
interested: who .will be the sixteenth
victim?! The question, unfortunately,
remained without the answer.

To the Mass Media

On July 21, 1995 the representatives
of Jaba loseliani’s subordinate
organizations "Mkhedrioni” and
“Archevani” came to the National
councii’s conference (at hole society
"Tsodna") They suggested that the
political forces of the National Council
should take part in National Congress.

The representatives of Georgian

Helsinki Union and several political
organizations left the hall as a sign of
protest and categorically stated to other
organizations of the council that Georgian
Helsinki Union considered it impossible
to attempt any alliance with the above
mentioned organizations.
*  Even though in 1995, July 25 the some
representatives of the mentioned
organizations appeared at the council’s
conference again. After the closing of the
council’s conference those representatives
whom Jaba loseliany joined himself, held
the meeting with some members of
ad;nined organizations to the council al
hole.

Georgian Helsinki Union’s political
council and the republic board
categorically declares that Georgian
Helsinki Union can’t stand any kind of
collaboration with "Mkhedrioni" and any
organization based on it.

Georgian Helsinki Union objects 10
motions suggesied by the sociely
"Archevani” about a holding of nationdl
congress. i

Georgian Helsinki Union’s politic!
council and the republic board announc
thatthe admitted political crganizations 10
the council should leave the nationsl
council in case of repeating anothef
incorrect move once more.

At the same time we are eager 10
remained our forgetful governing regimt
and its mass ‘media of the fact that i
first President of Georgia, the found
and the permanent Speaker of Georgi!
Helsinki Union Zviad Gamsakhurdia v
the first who exposed "Mkhedrioni". S0
the governing regime’s attempt to idenlif}'
national movement with "Mkhedrioni" ¥
lacking of any grounds.

- July 26, 19%

30153560 6IRIBMa0 MI3déd IdOOINRN04JI

epitor IN cuieP TAMAR EBRALIDZE

Bm33F9690 30bsdsbmbg: 380008, odomobo 8, bssdmbgbgm gymo Ne227

Address for correspondence: Box #227, 380008, Tbilisi 8, Georgia




	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (1)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (2)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (3)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (4)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (5)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (6)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (7)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1995_N16 (8)

