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in brief

The Case of Loti
Kobalia Is Brought
Before The Law

It became known to us, that the Case
of the Commander of the National Guards
Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia was brought
before the Law. This court trial is
expected to take place in the nearest
future.

The Jail Reform Began
With ... Special Clothes

The Department of Criminal Code
Punishment Exécution of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs seems to begin the
promised reforms in the places of

confinement - at the first stage of the |

Reform the places of confinement were
supplied with special clothing for convicts,
which is supposed to significantly relieve
the life of the convicts under the severe
everyday conditions. This fact gives us a
hope that in future the prisoners may be
provided with the items of personal
hygiene such as water and soap (which
reminds us one joke about the empty
swimming pool in asylum. When the
patients who were pretending they were
swimming in the waterless swimming-pool
were asked what they were doing they
answered that they were practicing
because they had been promised that if
they behaved themselves like good boys
and girls the administration would
consider the chance of pouring water into
the swimming-pool). On the other hand
it remains to be seen what is more
necessary for the imprisoned person
special clothing or soap and shower.

‘The Red Cross Awards
the Prisoners with Toilet
Paper

Recently the newly arrived repre-
sentatives of The Red Cross International
Organization visited the Republican
Prison Hospital and after brief
communication with the convicts
demonstrated their exceptional kindness
and handed the parcels to the prisoners.
Each parcel contained one pack of toilet
paper, one pack of cookies and one can
(without any labels). Thus, the
medications which are so required for the
convict patients should be again supplied
by their relatives and administration of
the hospital.

Politprizoner Emzar Kobaidze
Testimony from the Materials of
the so-called "Kvareli Case” Trial

July 19, 1993

Tbilisi, Supreme Court

Kobaidze: ... We were intending to
explain to the population of Kakheti that
the struggle for liberation of Georgia was
on while the opposite party was leading
Georgia back to slavery. We compiled
Appeals 1o the population of Kvareli and
Kakheti and Appeal fo "Mkhedrioni”
calling them to give up the arms.

On August 19 I returned home. Some
days later TV broadcasted that armed
bands were camping in Kvareli wood. I
immediately guessed what it should mean
and returned to Kvareli, (...)

Goksadze who left the camp had never
returned. We met a peasant in the wood
who was sawing the tree and he told us
that significant armed forces arrived to
Kvareli. We decided to break in small
groups and leave the wood. This was said

by Dokvadze. We had rather big luggage,
so four men were left in the wood, all
others went away.

When we came out to the road we did
not see anyone first. A little later
Mchedlidze noticed a detachment. Before
he had time to say "Who are they 1
wonder?” fiérce firing from the bushes
started. 1 am still wondering how it
happened that we survived. Those were
not blank shots - we saw the pieces of
wood chopped off the trunks of trees. We
stopped walking. Then from the Bursa
gorge there appeared armored carriers
and we were induced to go into the forest.
All this continued about 10-15 minutes.
Then we saw a helicopter which began to
bomb the forest. They were shooting from
mortars and automatic devices. We
walked until possible. At night we stopped
and in the morning cogtinued our way,
i)

Eleven armed men lied in ambush in
the bushes. All except two were Ossetians.

. They took us to Kvareli police station

saying that they would find out our
identities there. We wére taken to the
study and severely beaten. Then I was
taken to the cell. One hour later I was
again taken upstairs and "processed” -
they were interested what was the goal
of our visit to this region, who was who
etc.

In the evening came Kitovani and
Gventsadze, Badri Okropiridze was
brought. Gventsadze hit him once or
twice. Then I was taken out of my cell
and interrogated. They called me traitor
of Georgia and other offensive words and
promised to immediately shoot me down.
1 was scverely beaten and returned to the
cell. Then there came "Mkhedrioni”.
They were trying to break in gnd take us
with them. At midnight I heard somebody
crying. I guessed that they were ‘beating
that man. 1 was told that he was our
supporter. As it turned out later it was
Vakhtang Goksadze. We demanded to
¢all a doctor but were refused. At the
break of the day Goksadze died.

On the next day 1 was taken upstairs.
There I saw Gela Goderdzishyili (he was
Kakheti authorized agent - editorial
remark), representative of TV, heads of
regional "Mkhedriani” and policemen. All
of them began to shout at me insulting
words. They were interested in what role
was playing Kvareli police in our case.
They staged the scene of execution - I
was taken out and ordered 'to run away.
Where should I run away? 1 was not even
scared. i

Then we were brought some food,
drinks and they started to "process” me
in another way. Then we were beaten
again and returned to the cell. Very soon
we were again taken upstairs. I was told
that Lezghins were coming to stone us
and so we should be taken to Thbilisi.

On September 2 we arrived in Tbilisi
and were taken to #1 Detainment Cell.
Later we were transferred to #2 Building.
We have already been severely beaten
and there they beat us again. Then
interrogations started: I was instructed
what 10 do, and then they brought me
paper and ordered 1o write everything. I
handed the written papers to Dato
Chogovadze (a prisoner sentenced to
death, who on the order of police tortured
the political prisoners - editorial remark).
‘He did not like what 1 had written and
ordered me to add the story how we were
intending to attack the prison. I obeyed.

In the morning at interrogation I saw
the investigator Zaza Kharadze. I hoped
that the Law is still the Law and declared
that I refused from interrogation until I

saw my lawyer. I was refused. Then I was'
taken upstairs to the study where I saw
Anzor Baluashvili.The boys know what a
pleasure was my conversation with
Baluashvili (the defendants began to
laugh). He asked me many things ... I
answered that would give him testimony.
I was refused. They themselves wrote
everything and made me to copy it. "Lenin
died long ago and you are not living
under Communism to demand a lawyer"
- told me Anzor Baluashvili.

On September 11, I was again beaten
at interrogation carried out by Jinjolava.
I cannot recall how many times I was
interrogated after this. Sometimes I was
taken to be instructed - which means to
be beaten. They visited me rather often.

‘Facing Elections With
"Archevani" ("Choice")

What should have been happened did
happen. Shevardnadze informed the
world about the name of his next victim
to be sacrificed for creation of that
incomprehensible monstrous Georgia for
which the helmsman of Georgian
democracy is striving for so many years.

The name of the victim is
"Mkhedrioni”, but everybody guessed
that not only this well-known State armed

formation or its leader Jaba Ioseliani were’

sacrificed. Shevardnadze’s punishing
hand is raised against all those pseudo-
oppositional parties or persons of
Georgian political specter who failed to

| find their stable place on the present day

political stage and still have some
ambitions; who could not guess that with
Shevardnadze one must be either his
obedient slave or be in strong opposition
to him. In short, these are the parties'and
individuals who failed to form themselves
adequately. -

Danger was sensed by those also who
due to the present day hardships or
personal greediness, financial and other
machinations turned to be tightly tied with
that part of Georgian Mafia which aiso
has failed to form itself and is now living
in continuous expectation of the atiack of
clearly manifested Shevardnazist Mafia.

As a result the sacrificial mass is
presented by a rather wide range its
versatility being determined not only by
political but also by social aspects. Here
alongside with the parties and charters
hiding themselves behind the banner of
national independence we meet also
liberals and Communists. Side by side are
sitting legalized criminals and professors,
businessmen and academicians, ex-
ministers and prize-singing writers. All
are excited. Everyone realized being on
the brink of danger. Whatever they will
undertake in future, the first and natural
reaction of self-preservation is joining,
getting ready and test their strength;
joining with all those persons and political
forces which for any reason can bé
unsatisfied with the present-day ruling
layer. Such dissatisfied people are quite
abandon in present day Georgia. One
thing is evidént, however, - the
tremendous army of dissatisfied people is
absolutely helpless and drained of
strength, such a miserable condition being
the result of the efforts and diligence of
those who today themselves became the
objects of attack.

Irrespective of the fact, that the
initiators of this 'suspicious union
encourage themselves with future victory
and try to assure others in their final
victory, one is evident: today the initiative
belongs to Shevardnadze's party. It’s he
who attacks them while they are
defending their lives. Today it is
Shevardnadze who is attacking them, and
every bold statement about not allowing
the dictatorship in Georgia, causes bitter
laugh since it is already fourth year that
dictatorship is reigning in Georgia.
Though it is not even the dictatorship. It
is apartheid of fascist nature grown on
social rather than on racial soil. In
Georgia was established the system that
creates hostility and intolerance not to the
foreigners but to one’s own compatriots...

| unsuccessfully = planted by

It is 'this hostility that is knocking at
the doors of those who yesterday were
so diligently creating it. National Meeting,
which they are going to‘hold will be also
based on hostility and fear. And so far
nobody had managed to benefit from the
ideas based on these feelings, and
nobody will in future.

We decided to dwell on this truism in
detail for some other reason. *

On the background of all the fuss
around idea of calling the National
Meeting one can already hear the
statement that in its preparation are
actively participating the supporters of
the authorities overthrown in 1992, or in
other words, so-called Zviadists, who are
intending to participate in its work. To
distribution of such rumors evidently

contributed the visit of the freshly baked

political organizations of "Mkhedrioni” -
"Archevani”- and "Mkhedrioni" itself to
the session of the National Council. They
offered to the part of non-parliamentary
or the so-called "street opposition” who
were presented in the Council to
participate in the National Meeting. It is
noteworthy, that the fact of Jaba Ioseliani
visiting the Council spread like a fire and
was fixed and much talked of by the
supporters of Shevardnadze. The logic of
this is simple: they want to see foseliani
and "Mkhedrioni"”, who are now officially
recognized as criminals, in union with
Zviadists, which would invite the
conclusion that Zviadists are also
criminals and terrorists. In this way one
can readily plant the idea which for four
if not more years was being
the
Shevardnadze’'s propaganda into the
people’s mind. The aim is clear - to
gather all undesirable forces under ‘one
roof, discredit them and subsequently
exterminate. The trick is as ancient as
the evil itself. 4

Giorgi Kartvelishvili

Is the Capital
Punishment Profitable in
Georgia?

Shot Down Convicts Can Became
Convenient Donors

Sensational information about growing
of Mafia engaged. in trading human
organs for transplantation is regularly
appearing in the newspapers and other
mass media. Thus, for example, the
newspaper "Akhali Taoba" #29(122) of
May 16, 1995) published information
about the Chinese convicts whose organs
were sold for transplantation after their

[ Bl
execution; - Russia '}‘V[ Eroad
materials “bous mméﬂmim
orphans in Russia and former rep
of the Soviet Union with the aim
them as donors, etc. -

The similar facts evideniy took
in Georgia t00 - one of the deputiy
the Session of Parliament in May, |
raised the question of the adoptiy
orphans from the Orphanage Hougy
Georgia by suspicious persons. Ty
probability tpe little girl who
considered to be lost and lately was iy
dead with her eyes and internal op
removed (the organs were removed g
highly professional level) became
victim of such a "human"” business.

All these events give rise 10 a serj
suspicion, that the Mafia engage
human organs trading is establishiny
Georgia to0o. In such a case, the exe
convicts can become desirable donor
it. To this testifies the very procedurd
execution of death sentence which is
in a strict secrecy. According {0 ihe
acting Soviet order, the body of
executed prisoners is not given to
Tamily to bury. Official information is |
the corpses are processed with aggres
acids and discharged throj
canalization. Thus, the family memn)
of the executed prisoner are -deprive(
the possibility to see the corpse.

The above suspicion about the sl
the organs of the executed prisone

. strengthened by the fact that in 199

convicts sentenced to death were exec|
on one and the same day. The same
repeated in 1995. This is unparalielef
the history of Soviet prisons - in
prison the convicts traditionally w
executed separately, execution of s
convicts on one and the same day
strictly forbidden. Group executiorn «f
convicts provide favorable. conditions
the sellers of human organs from
viewpoint of transpor tafi
(transportation due to some ’spec'
reasons is entailed with signific
difficulties) '

To get at least minimal insight into
problem perhaps it is necessary
demand from the authorities to publi
the mechanisms of execution of f
convicts which so far are for some reas
unknown strictly hushed ‘up.

And one more thing, let us consi
carefully, so long as the parliamen
majority sticks to opinion that "the |
of development of people does 1
correspond 'to abolishment of capil
penalty”, may be it is worth to give
right to the convicts to be burried in
cordance with the Georgian Chris
order?!

Zaza Tsiklai
‘Political Prison

Correction of the Mistake

Due to technical reasons two articles in the previous issue of our newspa
(#16, August 4-17) : "Opposition Advertises Shevardnadze" and "Will There!
a Pre-Election Terror?” were not printed fulli'. for which the newspaper brif

er

its apologies to the readers. Below we are of

above articles.

ing the missed fragments of I}

1. It is evident, that the fact that it was loseliani who had invited Shevardnal
to Georgia is now ignored; as well as the fact that they together met Baker
Gensher, and were together solving the problems of world importance; ignored
also the fact that Ioseliani as an outstanding student of the "Great Diplomat” ¥
making vitally important for Georgia negotiations in Sochi and Geneva. Today
these facts are forgotten asd nobody wishes to recall them.

Romanoz Saginashy

2. Thus, the shapes of the scenario are becoming more and more clear: 10 hot
the whole opposition under the same roof during the pre-election period, !
criminalization with possible provocation and subsequent arrest.- In its essence it is
old scenario which was brought in action in the period of Forum when with the b
of the same loseliani the authors of the scenario managed to involve some polil!
parties belonging to national-liberating movement into the criminal alliances &
Congress marathon having no prospects at all. Zviad Gamsakhurdia managed 10 fi
the only right way out - he preferred to be alone to being in immoral union. He
the Forum which became the breeding-ground for provocateurs and all Georg

people followed him.

How will the events develop now - will the ruling regime success in playirlzd

planned scenario?!

Political forces supporting the legal authorities have already expressed their posif
and this factor makes a significant correction in the planned scenario.

Anna Chav¢havad
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