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The Law was Put in -
Effect with Violation of
the Law

On September 1 the Parliament
adopted the law on Elections, which was
published only on September 7.

This fact would not be noteworthy had
there not been the statement of Article
15 (Item 3) of Chapter 2 of the very
Law, according to which the political
parties wishing fo participate in elections
should present their statements to the
Electoral Commission not later than 50
days before the elections, or in this case
dead line for such statements was
September 15. The Law which is
considered to be in effect from the day
of its publication for some unknown
reasons was published in the "Sakartvelos
Respublica” newspaper on September 7,
nearly one week later after its adoption,
only 9 days being left to the dead line.

Thus' the official bodies haye robbed
the political parties of one week which
seemingly will make the procedure of
gathering necessary amount of signatures
of their supporters rather difficult. In ac-
cordance with Item 2 of the same article,
the list of electoral districts should be
published not later than 7 days after
fixing the day of elections (the day ‘of
elections is considered fixed immediately
after the adoption of the Law on
Elections). This statement was also not
fulfilled and the parties taking part in the
elections are again faced with difficulties
since they are short of time necessary to
work out their electoral tactic for which
the list of electoral districts is absolutely
necessary.

Article 27 of Chapter 4 of the Law
provides the citizens, residents of
electoral districts and areas to send their
representatives to the district and area
commissions. For this it is enough. to
present 10 signatures of the residents to
the district commission and 50 - for the
area commission. The dead line for
presenting the statement is again
September 15. Thus the voters were also
robbed of one week to realize their right
envisaged by the Law.

It is noteworthy that this latter

statement was taken from the Law on
Elections of 1990 which was adopted by
the. Communist Supreme Council under
the pressure of the national forces. How-
ever, during the elections of October 28,
1990, the voters could completely realize
this right thanks to the efforts of the
national movement (all of us was the
witness of this) and people themselves
became the guarantee of the objectivity
of elections. Under the present
circumstances, however, it is evident, that
this (and not only this) positive statement
per se will remain on the paper only.

If the authorities are so afraid of the
voters that they dare not timely publish
the Law on Elections and from the very
first steps of its action violate it, it seems
probable that artificial obstacles and
other tricks will be widely used in the
whole pre-elective period.

National Movement or

Motion to the Power?
Vakhtang Kekelia, Member of the
Board of Georgian Helsinki Union,

Refugee from Abkhazia, Power Engineer,
15 years old, has four children, his wife
perished under tragic circumstarces.

Correspondent: Preelction company
has actually already begun. What is your
attitude towards the elections?

V.K.: 1 believe, that when the
elections are held by the Parliament
headed by the people who had
overthrown the authorities elected by the
people thus ignoring their will,
participation in these elections without
any conditions to put it mildly is
immorality.

It naturally invites the question:

_ Parliament which came to power thanks

to the falsified elections when no electoral
quota existed, now is going to hold
elections on the basis of fixed quota
50%+1. Now is it a guarantee that
falsification will not take place? If people
come 'to the elections, will this serve as a
guarantee that the will of the people will
be objectively fixed by the Electoral
Commission? For those who are in power
now failure in elections means personal

death and’ of course they will spare no

efforts to win the elections. National

forces have no mechanisms of controlling

the elections. Under such situation to
appeal to the whole nation to participate
in the elections and assure people that
the desirable candidates will become the
members of the Parliament, is nothing but
illusion. Though the forces opposing the
authorities will receive some definite
number of places in the Parliament with
the help of the authorities themselves, to
ensure representation of complete specter
of political forces in the future
Parliament. But this will be again
achieved at the expense of falsification of
the Parliamentary elections and in such
case will these forces have any moral right
to call the nation to the justice and
‘lawfulness?! It also remains to be
answered whether these forces will be
able to block the decisions made by the
Parliament. / i

If these forces believe that the
elections will proceed without falsification
of people’s will, then special boycott urns
should be placed at the polling places so
that people can express their will
completely. If the majority of population
votes in favor of boycotting of elections
and the authorities officially fix this then
it will be possible to began the dialogue
about compromises.

The Main Thing is the
Will of People...

Zurab Tsulaja, former political

' prisoner.

Correspondent: What is your attitude
towards the elections?

Z. Ts.: The advocates of the elections
often refer to the experience of 1990
elections when the national movement
won the elections. To my mind,
participation in the elections today will
not bring any positive results because of
the following reasons: in 1990 the
national movement had its leader, people
followed him, and the processes were
developing in favorable direction. In those
times rallies and various actions were not
at senseless or purposeless as they are

trying to present them today. These
actions .impelled the Communist
Parliament of Gumbaridze to make
significant decisions: occupation and
annexation of Georgia in 1921 was
recognized; a good for those times Law
on Elections was adopted, Central
Electoral Commission was formed, and
the elections were appointed by this
Commission and not by the Supreme
Council; the first multi-party elections
were held on the whole territory of the
country, and it really was universal,
democratic plebiscite.

Today, due to some objective and
subjective reasons, national forces are
scattered, no common strategy and tactic
exist. Under such circumstances it will be
equally difficult to announce boycott and
attain at least some insignificant victory.
Besides, all levers to falsify the results of
elections and influence the deputies of
oppositions in the future Parliament are
in the hands of Shevardnadze. As for the
practical aspect of the problem, to say
nothing of the moral aspects of

‘participation in the elections,, we have

failed to make any effect on

Shevardnadze’s Parliament; none of the -

parties representing national forces made
any attempts to do so, with the exception
of rather weak wish manifested by the
organizations united in the national
Council. Those who are ready to
participate in the elections use the
following arguments in favor of their
decision: this will allow to have their rep-
resentatives in the Parliament to prepare
the conditions for the long-term struggle,

.fo block the anti-national decisions, to

co-ordinate the activities of

intraparliametary and extraparliamentary

opposition etc. All. these motives are
rather serious and should be considered.
But I believe, that the most important is
not to allow a new 'splitting of the national
movement. We should not forget that the
exiled Supreme Council juridically exists
as a lawful body expressing the will of
the people and a guarantee of the state
independence of Georgia, its Presidium
is functioning. Present day authorities
and their so-called opposition spare no
efforts to present "Zviadists" as a crowd
of fanatics and crazy women, and as a
destructive force acting against the Law.
So they will do all they can to increase
the gap between the advocates and
opponents of the elections. To achieve this
is rather easy: the advocates of the
elections call the opponents madmen and
blind-minded, while the latter call the
first traitors. Under such circumstances it
is the responsibility of the leaders of both
wings of the mational movement to co-
ordinate the strategy and tactic of
boycotting or participation in the
elections.

Assassination in the

Center of the City

On September 10 at about 19.00 in
Tbilisi at the corner of Takaishvili and
Paliashvili street occurred one more
terrifying murder. The person who came
to the fixed place of meeting shot down
17 year Tornike Baramidze from" the
automatic gun. At the sound of shooting
17 years old Omar Gagua tried to help
his friend and was fired by the person
accompanying the murderer. The woman
who was the seller in the nearby stall
began to cry. The murderers forced her
into their car and escaped from the place
of crime. Baramidze died immediately
after shooting, while Gagua was
hospitalized with serious wounds in
abdominal area. The doctors are not sure
that they will be able to save his life.

As we have learned, the personalities
of both murderers are known to the

friends and relatives of the victims,
unknown remains only the time which will
be necessary for the adequate services 10
find out their names. ~

One more terrible event happened, it
happened right in the center of the
capital, in the daytime, in the presence
of witnesses, on the background of
operative measures being conducted by
force structures as a result of coup against
the bMafia with police day and night
engaged in inspection of cars nearly in
all streets of the city and helicopters
flying over the city to observe it from air
which is accompanied with confiscation
of illegal weapens...

' Who Will Be Blamed

for Explosion?

The supporters of the lawful
authorities detained on August 30 are still
kept in the KGB Isolator

This question at first sight does not
have any sense since official persons and
mass media actually initially directly
blamed for terrorist action "Mkhedrioni".
In Thilisi and other towns of Georgia:
Gori, Kaspi, Senaki, Zugdidi and others
continues the mass arrests of the members

“of this organization. The Bodies of Law

and Order in their interviews an
comments consider it their duty to stress
that in the planned treason were involved
the forces existing in the state structures,
though in most cases they do not specify
these forces. Thus, the Shevardandze’s
estimation who stated on the very next
day after explosion that this action was
not committed by "Zviadists" proved to
be the landmark defining the direction of
the search. i

It is also noteworthy, that the persons
arrested late in the evening of August 29
were released on the next day, and in
one of police stations the arrested were
released with the words: "Now you may
g0. You are lucky that the decision was
changed".

And irrespective of this fact, the
people detained in the morning of August
30 are still kept in the KGB Isolator. They
were charged with no accusations during
the first week since detention. The police
officers encouraged the members of their
families that very soon everything would
be all right and the prisoners would be
released. Discharge of the boss of the
Security Service Igor Giorgadze gave
birth to the illusions that these illegal
actions against the political opponents
would be ascribed to him and the
prisoners would be released.

Now everything became very clear:
the prisoners were charged with
accusations envisaged by Articles 65, 67,
73 or in other words high treason,
banditism and terrorism. At the same time
it is still unknown what specific actions
are meant and is the explosion of August
29 mentioned among them.

The investigation proceeds under the
conditions of extreme secrecy and even
finding out the complete list of persons
arrested on the next day after explosion
was practically impossible. Only two
persons are known for sure: Zurab
Vardosanidze (member of Georgian
Helsinki Unipn, former political prisoner)
and Shota Ratiani. Of those two the first
is kept in the Isolator of municipal
department of Security Service in Beri
Tedore Street, while the other - in the
Isolator of the same Service in Ortachala.
The personality of some others is also
known; They are: David Mchedlishvili,
Chubinidze, Liparteliani, Zaza Dvali. We
actually do not have any information
about the others. Werdo not know who
they are, what political organization they

"belong to. We are not aware whether

among them are the members of the state

Ll W e
guard, just ciﬂzéhs[,-léfﬁpr[!unut‘u of
the state structures.

It is also noteworthy that in relation
to this case oppositional press manifested
unusual carefulness and refrained from
publication of even the simplest
information about the prisoners, though
previously they never refused from public
registration of the facts of human rights
violation in this or that form. All this is
testifying to the symptoms of a certain
trend which seems to be very alarming.
It looks like that in the highest echelons
of power it is not yet decided who should
be blamed for committing the terrorist
action.

Neither the sward drawn against
"Mkhedrioni” nor the statement of
Shevardnadze that "Zviadists”" were not
mixed in this action can be considered as
calming. The similar statements appeared
in the press after the terrorist action of
June 13, 1992 committed in Chikovani
Street, and a number of political parties
in State Council even stated that in this
explosion was most of all interested
loseliani himself to abolish the decision
‘about planned transfer of "Mkhedrioni"
to the barracks from June 15.

How will the vents develop this time:
according to the old or new scenario?!

> Russian Red Banner
Man-of-Wars are
Griping in the Waters
of Georgia
Radio "Freedom", Russian Section,
September 7-8; Program "Pereprava”

- The commentator of the Program
Tengiz Gudava: Going back to the
elections in Georgia we would like to note
that one political force unequivocally
isolated itself from fthem. The supporters
of ex-President Zviad Gamsakhurdia, or
as they often call them faithful followers
of the idea of their late leader, were going
to boycott the elections, But it happened
so that after the attempt upon the life of
Shevardnadze they found themselves
facing the danger of repression, and now
they are impelled to think about
defending their rights rather than any -
political actions.

Las week after the-attempt upon the

life of Shevardnadze, Georgia was swept

| over with the wave of most broad-scale
arrests. They involved "Zviadists” and
predominantly military formations of
"Mkhedrioni" as well as Security Service
members. The arrests were made in the
capital of Georgia Tbilisi and provinces
of West and East Georgia. Arrested are
the leaders and members including the
drivers of those bodies which are not
favored by the existing authorities. The
numerous searches resulted in
confiscation of great amount of weapons
including grenade discharger cups,
devices necessary for night time attacks,
explosive devises including distant control
panels. From TV transmission tower wert
removed and dismounted illegally
installed retranslators using which
according to Shevardnadze it was possible
to call the detachments from ‘the regions.
Thus, we are having tens of arrested
people, mountains of weapons, oceans of
suspicions and not a single fact which
could be directly connected with the
major event: attempt upon the life of
Eduard Shevardnadze. The arrested are
charged with banditism, illegal keeping of
weapon and refusal from passing them 10
the adequate bodies, in short with every-
thing except for the attempt upon the lif¢
of Shevardnadze. Strange as it may seem,
we are witnessing squaring the scores for
the past deeds. The new and major cause,
or the charge which caused all this flurry
has not been brought against anyone ye!
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