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Persecution of Political
Opponents Continues

On November 12, 1995 at 10.30 a.m. the emp-
loyees of police and Prosecutor’s Office visited the
house of the editor-in-chief of the "Samreklo” news-
paper Mr. Elizbar Javelidze. In the flat of Mr. Ja-
velidze were other employees of the "Samreklo” news-
paper Mamuka Tsiklauri, Revaz Urushadze and com-
puter assistant. They were busy setting up the news-
paper. The police and Prosecutor’s Office’ repre-
sentatives occupied the entrance and the staircase
of all three floors, the streets adjacent to the house
were blocked with police cars, and total of about 40
policemen were wandering on this territory.

The deputy of Mikadze, Mr. Gambashidze ar-
rested Mr. Elizbar Javelidze and his associates with-
out presenting any search or arrest warranty and
.without announcing them about the charges brought
against them. Mr. Javelidze was taken to the Police
Department and placed in the cell of preliminary
detainment, while Mr. Mamuka Tsiklauri, Mr. Revaz
Urushadze and Mr. Paata Peikrishvili were taken to
the Miatsminda District Police Station. Mr. Jave-
lidze's spouse was not at home. She met her husband
on the stairs as thee police was taking him to the
Police Department. When she enquired what was
the reason of the arrest of her husband, she was
politely invited to the Police Department for the ans-
wer,

Three policemen were left in the house. One of
them who was the deputy Head of the Mtatsminda
District Police Station asked for Mr. Javelidze's wife
permission to search the flat before the search wa-
rrant would be brought from the Prosecutor's Office.
In the course of search twenty more policemen came
to help with this procedure. Two sons of Mr. Ja-
velidze and two neighbors were witnessing the se-
arch. This procedure lasted for three hours.

In the process of searching the deputy head of
the Mtatsminda District Police Station called the Po-
lice Department for two times. First he has asked

for the interactions about the computer and for the
second time he asked what he should do with Mr.
Zviad Gamsakhurdia’'s letters. The computer was se-
aled and taken 10 the Police Department. As for thee

- letters from the President, they were left in the flat

after the persistent request of Mrs. Javelidze.

The policemen took the Identification Cards of
Mr. Javelidze, the article sent by the political emi-
grant MR. Giorgi Kartvelishvili from Israel to be

_ printed in the "Samreklo” newspaper.

Three hours later, when the search was over, the
search warraut was brought. It read: "Information
has been obtained that in Javelidze’s flat were stored
weapons and anti-governmental materials”. None of
the policemen was aware who had signed the search
warrant. The policemen left the copy of the Search
Protocol signed by the policemen, Mrs. Javelidze
and two neighbors. At the Police Department Mr.
Javelidze was charged with the accusation of ap-
pealing to forcible overthrow of the authorities. Du-
ring the conversation the police authorities showed
their dissatisfaction with the contents of the “Sam-
reklo” newspaper. The family learned from thee un-
official sources that the arrest warrant of Mr. Ja-
velidze was signed by the first deputy Head of the
Police Department Mr. Zambakhidze.

In What Direction Will Drift the
"Fair Elections” Society

International Society "Fair Elections” distributed
the Statement concerning the results of the obser-
vation of the elections of November §, 1995. It is a
brief summary of information provided by more than
1200 observers from 986 polling stations.

The Statement is of general character, and as
stated it is presented in the form of the initial imp-
ressions. Thus, it does not contain any specific facts,
and provides only the kinds of violations observed
in pre-election period and in the process of elections.
Among those is mentioned serious violations of the
Election Law in the process of voting and counting

of votes. Thus for example, the facts of delivering
extra voting papers with their subsequent slipping
into the voting boxes, 'preliminary filling of the voting
papers, preventing of observers from entering the
voting areas as well as the facts of their chasing out
of the voting areas by the police. To this add the
violations of the order of filling of Protocols and
binding the voting papers after counting the votes,
the violations in compiling the lists of voters, un-
necessary prolongation of the votes counting proce-
dure, participation of the representatives of the aut-

horities and police in this procedure, facts of ignoring :

the complaints by the District Election Commissions
and the Central Elections Commission etc.

Thus, the "Fair Elections” Society admits that on
November 5 violations did take place. However, the
Statement leaves the readers with the obvious sense
of dissatisfaction, since it lacks the major points con-
cerning the scale of the above mentioned violations
and possibility of these violations to effect the final
results of polling. The Statement does not provide
the estimation of the elections on the whole - whether
these elections were democratic and just though pro-
ceeded with some faults or whether they were the
action carried out with the rough violations of the
Law and thus failed to reflect actual attitude of the
citizens. It is obvious that the leaders of "Fair Elec-
tions" are so far avoiding the answers on those que-
stions. The question is what are the reasons of such
behavior. ’ -

Of great importance is the fact of forming of the
non-governmental structure of observers in Georgia,
which in case of effective and objective activities will
be able to work out rather strong mechanism of public
control over the authorities.

The opinions concerning to what extent this in-
stitution is willing to become the real mouthpiece of
public interests instead of one more structure con-
trolled by the government though decorated with the
label of non-governmental institution, vary. Undoub-
tedly, there is the solid ground for scepsis. Suffice
it to say, that the "Fair Elections” Society is financed
by the well-known American Organization - National
Deirocracy Institute /ND1/, which managed to con-
sider even the elections of 1992 as democratic and
juridically justifies.

From this aspect, the elections in question were
a serious exam for "Fair Elections” Society, the pres-
tige of which to the great extent is depending on

what answers it will provide to the major questions

in its final and elaborated conclusion.

Mamuka Tusishvili .

The Court Hearing of
"Zviad Gamsakhurdia and
His Supporters’ Case"” Continues

Another political hearing began in the Supreme
Court on November 16, 1995, This time in the dock
is the deputy of the Supreme Council, Chairman of
Human Rights Commission Mr. Zaur Kobalia. He is
charged with the accusation of high treason and
bandit actions (the«crime qualified by Articles 65
and 78 of the Criminal Code envisages 15 year
imprisonment of death sentence). As one could ex:
pect, the case was entrusted 1o the Judge Lery Sak-
varelidze, who has already accumulated rich ex-
perience of relations with political opponents. He
has recently finished the hearing of the participants
of "The President’s Case", invalids Zurab Bardzi-
mashvii and Omar Kochlamazashvili. Givi Khaba-
shvili, who is well known from the trial of Valter
Shurgaia and Gocha Otkhozoria acts as a State Pro-
secutor. As we have learned from the lawyer of the
political prisoner Mr.Temur Goksadze, Zaur Kobalia
who was arrested on January 26, 11994, did not
give any testimony in the course of the preliminary
investigation and has not signed any documents pre-
sented by the investigation. The political prisoner
does not admit himself guilty, which he once more
confirmed when the case was closed in June, 1995
As it turns out, the Case of Zaur Kobalia is repre-
sented by 28 thick volumes and it took the lawyer
two and a half months to get familiar with the ma-
terials of investigation. The political prisoner himsell,
had never looked through the materials of his cas
during the investigation.

After the opening of the Court Session of No-
vember 16, Zaur Kobalia when considering the issu¢
of objecting the Court composition made a statemen!
saying that he represented the lawful authoritics.
The only body which have been appointed by the
lawful authorities was the Supreme Court: "Actually
you are appointed by me; our authorities are dec-
lared illegal and they were overthrown as a result
of military rebel... Proceeding from the above said,
I refuse to make any conclusions and do not rist
the issue of objecting the Court Composition ye!.
Mr. Kobalia declared that since he was under trial
he would like to precisely estimate the details of his
charge and tell the society the truth. The Courl
Session was postponed until November 27. Zaur Ko-
balia is expected to make a political statement at the
next Session. 3

Irakli Dgebuadze
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