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'TAVISUPALI SAKARTVELO
.- Nol (in brief)
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+Statement of the political
prisoner Giorgi Korbesashvili

On June 27 when 1 was seeing my
friend off we were detained by the Sa-
burtalo Police. Without any resistance or
arguments we obediently followed them
to the Police Department. The started be-
ating us already on our way to the De-
partment and after we had arrived to the
place of destination the beating became
even more brutal: everybody was beating
me - some with their hands, others with
their feet, truncheons, chairs. They were
smashing my head against the walls of
the room and iron safe; then they were
beating me with truncheons on the bare
soles of my feet. They were spitting into
my face, verbally abusing me demanding
from me to confess that I had exploded
the Vakhushti Bridge. When finally they
intended to force me to sit on the bottle
I was left no alternative but to cut the
veins on my right hand: dead or survived
I would have at least escaped from this
torture.

In Republican Hospital I was two times
subjected to the surgical intervention. All
my body was swolled and bruised as a
result of beating and torturing. Treats fr-
om the policemen never ceased even in
the hospital. On June 29‘irrespective of
the objections of the doctor I was tra-
nsferred to the Isolator of Thbilisi Police
department where I was again subjected
to continuous physical and psychological
pressure. During one of beatings the su-
tures on my hurt hand fell apart and to
stop the heavy bleeding they had to call
the ambulance (as a result of the trauma
the tendon of my biceps was torn out and
to preserve the hand I requires a complex
orthopedic operation).

Since the day of my arrest my pre-
sumption of innocence is brutally violated.
Irrespective of my demands I am not al-
lowed to see my family members to arr-
ange the problem of my defense and inv-
estigation proceeds actually without any

defense. Under the tortures, threats and
blackmailing they made me sign the cha-
rge brought against me without any sound
grounds. To receive my "confession” they
had comprehensively used all the arsenal
of physical and psychological measures.
I was induced to start a hunger-strike as
a token of the protest, demanding to arr-
ange the issues of my defense, ceasing
physical and psychological tortures and
providing me with the elementary con-
ditions of medical treatment.

On July 7 I was transferred to the Cell
of Temporary Detention of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs where I was continuing
my hunger-strike until July 19 when I
was promised that my demands would be
satisfied and I would be transferred to
the Prison Republican Hospital since by
that time I was requiring the hospital tre-
atment. On the second, on July 20, ins-
tead of hospital I was transferred to Tbilisi
Investigation Detention Cell #1 where I
was placed in a damp cellar together with
the agent-prisoner. Here I was subjected
to increase physical and psychological pr-
essure on the side of the agent-prisoner
who was acting under the instruction of
the investigation and eventually I found
myself in the situation when my hunger-
strike which I had ceased the day before
was actually continued thanks to the ef-
forts of my prisoners.

Persecution on the part of the agent-
prisoners became so unbearable that I had
cut the veins on my left hand and after
my wound had been sutured I was again
returned to the cell where I had a com-
plicated relationship with its inhabitants.
On July 27 when my position became ab-
solutely unbearable I have cut my throat.
Before I fainted I have heard the words
said by the high-rank policeman who ent-
ered my cell: "Do whatever you like with
him, but he should not leave this cell al-
ive". What I have done to deserve such
attitude is the issue of separate consi-
deration, however, they really did need
to get rid of me as of undesirable witness,
and I decided to commit suicide by cutting

my artery to escape myself from the hu-

- miliating death. The investigaior and my

so-called "lawyer” paid not a slightest at-
tention to my more than one attempts of
suicide and the reasons which have led
me to them. Instead, they continued to
threaten me. Since the mid f August 1
have never been interrogated. During all
this period I was remaining without the
actual defense and thus I had no chance
to give the true festimony, since nobody
was interested in it and it was quite po-
ssible that such testimony would have be-
en followed by new physical pressure. I
am remaining so far under the illegal arr-
est and am demanding to clarify my case
and release me from the prison.

Political Court Hearing
Continues

On December 26, 1995 in the course
of Court hearing of Zaur Kobalia’s case
the victims and witnesses were interrog-
ated, the majority of them not knowing
Zaur Kobalia and have not hearing any-
thing about him and his activities.

The same was stated by the witness
Roman Melia, the former Mayor of Poti,

who as it became clear from his inter-

rogation thought that hé had been su-
mmoned in relation to the Case of Loti
Kobalia. According to his testimony on
October 2, 1993 early in the morning at
the outskirts of Poti started war actions
which continued during 5-6 hours. At 11
o’clock Zestaphoni and Gori battalions
leaded by Loti Kobalia entered Poti. The

attack was also made from the side of the

airport where was located the so-called
11th Corpus sent from Thilisi. It counted
40 warriors, who according to R. Melia
took the side of "Zviadists".

After the breaking of defense on the
7th km the Zviadists together with 11th
Corpus started to move in direction of the
Mayor’s Office. Three men came to me
for negotiations. The city has already be-
en occupied. The only thing I could do
was arrange the things in a way which
would lead to minimal losses, since I was
well aware that on the both sides were
fighting Georgians. Whatever Governm-
ent would be in Georgia there should not
have been bloodshed. We had to resign”.

At the Court Session of January 8,
1996, the deputy Head of the Khoni Mil-
itary Police, second lieutenant Zurab Ko-
beshavidze was interrogated. In the fall
of 1993 he was executing the duties of
the local Commissar. Neither he knew Za-
ur Kobalia. According to his testimony,
entering of the National Guards to Khoni
proceeded without the armed confro-

ntation, since there was no sense for only
15 policemen to show any resistance to
the Guards. P

On January 10 was interrogated the
resident of Zugdidi Tengiz Vekua, who
| within the three month period was wo-
rking as the head of the Juridical De-
partment of the National Guards and un-
like the other witnesses he did know Zaur.
Kobalia , got in touch with him as a Ch-
airman of the Human Rights Commission
whenever the National Guards arrested
anybody. Thus, with the assistance of Za-
ur Kobalia the member of Parliament Ar-
chil Ioseliani who had been detained in
Zugdidi has been released, as well as the

sted in Poti. It was due to his interference
that the physical abuse of the prisoner
Bakradze who was in the detention cell
was put to end, etc.

The Prosecutor attacked the witness

who even threatened Vekua: "You are a
former investigator, the lawyer. You have
said that you confirm the testimonies gi-
ven during the preliminary investigation,
- and now you are changing them. You wa-
nt to look a nice man don’t you? May be
you would like me to bring in a verdict
to you?" shouted the Judge. Thus the
witness was placed under the obvious ps-
ychological pressure.

It is noteworthy, that after the inte-
rrogation of the next witness Avto Pipia,
Tengiz Vekua was again returned to the
Court Hall under the demand of the Pro-
secutor and it can be claimed that Kha-
bashvili had literally forced the additional
testimony from him. Vekua stated that in
Zugdidi he saw Abkhaz boeviks, after wh-
ich he had terminated all his connections
with the National Guards; "I have not
seen any Chechens though Abkhazians
were" was saying the trembling witness.
During the break the representatives of
the International Human Rights Society
IGFM expressed their protest and told to
the Judge Leri Sakvarelidze that in the
process of interrogation of the witness Ve-
kua he had used the methods of psyc-
hological pressure to frighten the witness.

At the same Session were interrogated
several other witnesses none of whom kn-
ew the defendant and had any facts con-
firming his criminal actions. In the course
of Court investigation the relation of the
defendant to the ongoing Court Hearing
becomes more and more obscure. The an-
swer should seemingly be sought in the
indictment where Zaur Kobalia is pre-
sented as one of the ideologists of the
conspiracy.

S. Guramishvili

members of Shavnabada battalion arre-

and was eagerly supported by the Judge

Security Service First
Provides Mr. Kitovani with
Carte Blanch and Then
Arrests Him

At the end of December the Court of
Tbilisi Didube District in the building of
the Municipal Court started the Court he-
aring of the case of the leaders of the
so-called National Liberation Front Te-
ngiz Kitobani and Irakli Surguladze as
the citizen of Russia Valery Physun. The
head of the Court Colleague is the Judge
Soso Khurtsidze, the Prosecutor - is Ka-
kha Koberidze, who is well known to the
society from the Court Hearing of the
case of the explosion in Chikovani Street.
As it is known the above defendants are
charged with the accusation of establis-
hing illegal formation and illegal wearing
of arms. Judging from the joint statement
read by Irakli Surguladze at the Session
of January 18, the defendant do not co-
nsider themselves as the opposition of the
existing authorities. On the contrary, the
consider their actions not only quite legal
but also in tune with the political course
of the authorities and interests of terri-

| torial integrity of Georgia. In their sta-

tement they made Igor Giorgadze fully
responsible for their arrest and law vio-
lations made in relation to them. They
claim that Igor Giorgadze had planned
to declare the action started by the Na-
tional Liberation Front illegal well before
it took place. According to the leaders of
the Front to this testify the fact that the
day before the action was started they
were given Carte Blanche by the deputy
Ministers of the Ministry of Internal Aff-
airs Jimmi Mikeladze and Demur Mikadze
as well as the deputy Head of the KGB
Avtandil Toseliani, the head of the KGB
Igor Giorgadze heading the operation of
their arrest in the vicinities of Zestaphoni.
The defendant Physun stated, that the
Russian translation of his indictment was
given him in handwriting to which add
the fact that it was written by several dif-
ferent people and was almost illegible :
"It is not a document, it is Crossword
which none of the official bodies of Russia
would receive. I am declaring that my
trial is made without my getting familiar
with the' indictment”.

Mamuka Tusishvili
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