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The Court
Hearing is Open
for the Convoy

On February 1, 1996 the Court
Hearing of Case # 7495927 started at
the Supreme Court of Georgia defendants

being Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia, Jambul |

Bokuchava, Simon (Soso) Zhgenti, Zviad
Dzidziguri, Nugzar Molodinashvili.

The main events of that day were
developing before the beginning of the
hearing at the entrance of the Court
building. Those who wished to attend the
Court Hearing were thoroughly searched
by the policemen one of them being a
police officer Miss Mzia who took some
women to the separate room and literally
stripped them out of their clothes.

Of many correspondents presented
there the State Guard chose the
corespondent of the "Tavisupali
Sakartvelo" newspaper Mrs. Anna
Ghavchavadze, as well as the members of
International Human Rights Society Mrs.
Lia Beruashvili and Mrs. Maya
Kereselidze who were informed that they
had neither the right to record the process
of Court Hearing by video recorder nor
even attend the hearing. Mrs. Anna
Chavchavadze was forced to leave the
Court together with the editor-in-chief of
the "Marji" newspaper Mr. Bezhan
Javakhia who happened 1o be the only
journalist that unlike his other colleagues
had expressed his wish to know the
reasons of not allowing his colleague to
attend the hearing. After'negotiating with
the Head of Police Department of
Mtatsminda Region Mr. Elguja Jamburia
our correspondent was allowed to enter
the building of the Court from which she
was again successfully evicted. The
situation before the Court building was
becoming progressively strained. The
police evidently trying to avoid the further
straining of the situation eventually let
nearly all those who wished to attend the
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Hearing into the building. At the same
time the piquet moved to the inner
staircases of the building and the proce-
dure of selecting the journalists to be
allowed 1o the hearing started again - the
first priority was given to the international
agencies and correspondents of the
official press, the representative of
opposition press being left as the last
choice: "If the hall of Court Hearing is
filled we will not be able to let you in".

At this moment the mother of the
journalist David Bolkvadze who perished
in 1993 in Khobi appealed to the members
of State Guard: "I demand not to allow
the journalist Anna Chavchavadze 1o the
trial. I cannot stand her cynical face. She
has said that my son "received what he
deserved".

The excesses continued in the court-
room. Appearance of Vakhtang Kobalia
was accompanicd with the curses of the
victims who were shouting "Murderer,
condemn you and your family”... The
relatives of the defendants responded all
these offenses with remarkable reverse;
however the convoy and police for some
rcasons unknown severely reprimanded
them repeating every now and then
"Keep quiet”. Only one of them, an
elderly gentleman, exclaimed "Well, let
us bring here half a million of victims
from Megrelia, and we shall see what you
will say then". It was evident that further
straining of situation and artificial
provoking of the conflict would become
the cause to close the hearing.

After presenting the parties judge
Aladashvili (jurymen Devdariani and
Ichkitatdze) gave the floor to the
defendants and their lawyers. Loti
Kobalia declared that he considered that
Court Hearing illegal though did not have
any claims against the composition of the
Court. Soso Zhgenti objected to the
Prosecutor Tsereteli’s candidature: "He
did not have the right to accept this
illegally brought charge, this falsified
Case, which has nothing to do with him.
I demand the prosecution party to be rep-
resented by the person who had faked
this Case and who had approved it - 1

mean Mr. Anzor Baluashvili” (not he
prosecutor General Babilashvili as it had
been transmitted by the governmental TV
program "Matsne").

Zviad Dzidziguri challenged the whole
composition of the Court collegium and
appealed to the judge: "This is going 10
be the trial of settling squares richly
mixed with many dirty insinuations and
lics. I like you and do not wish you to
participate in this dirty affair”.

Since Zviad Dzidziguri’s lawyer was
not attending the hearing because of his
being ill, the judge offercd the partics 10
decide between them the organizational
issues and postpone the hearing for the
next Court session.

Nugzar Molodinashvili appealed to the
Court with the request to solve the prob-
lem of attendance: "If this is an open
hearing, everybody has to have right to
attend it. Half of the court-room is
occupied by the Guard. Nobody is going
to run away. And it turns out that this
hearing is open for the convoy only."

M. Tusishvili

The Case of
"Sviri Group”

Court Hearing of the Case which is
known as "Sviri Group Case" is coming
to its end , though on the dock behind
the bars are sitting only two young men
instead of a "Group".

As a result of operative activities of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs in
Zestaphoni town "The Sviri Group” was
disarmed and arrested on December 15,
1993. Proceeding from the materials of
the Case, Zestaphoni police disarmed one
of the members of "Avaza" battalion
which was heading to Abkhazia. The
members of "Ava,1" who came for
negotiations were scent 10 Kutaisi to Mr.
Karchava to whom according ‘the
information received in the police was sent
the weapon in question. Mr. Karchava
did not know anything about this and the
volunteers who had returned to
Zestaphoni again went to the regional
department of police. The head of police
Mr. Rokhvadze who confirms the fact of
confiscation of the weapon, happened to
be absent when the volunteers arrived to
the police. The process of clarifying the
issue grew into the conflict which led to
the armed opposition. As a result, several
people were wounded among those onc
policeman Mr. Okruadze and one member
of "Avaza" battalion Mr. Niaz Tsitelashvili
was killed.

Investigation failed to confirm that the

motive of the incidéent of December 9
1992 was intentional attack of Zestaphoni
regional police department. The
controversics. existing in the Case were
recognized by the Prosecutor himself who
had even condemned the vicious practice
of collective accusations which were
reminding him the traditions of 1937. He
put a motion to remove the episode of
Okruadze's wounding from the Case,
since it was not stated who namely injured
the policeman. In such a case it becomes
absolutely unclear why the Prosecutor
demanded to condemn the defendants by

Article 209 of Criminal Code of Georgia
(envisaging assault of the police staff
member with the aim of intentional
attempt _upon his life) with which they
were charged exactly because of the
above cpisode. Prosecutor Alania
demanded for Mr. Meskhishvili 13 year
and for Mr. Abuladze 10 year
imprisonment in the colony with strict
regime both of them to be kept in prison
for the first three years.

It is noteworthy that the Case of other
14 persons who were taking part in the
above incident is to be heard separately,
since their identities remain unknown,
while the identities of the volunteers of
the "Avaza" battalion Mr. Guram
Meskhishvili and Shalva Abuladze were
stated due to the fact that they are
residents of Sviri village. At the same time
the head of "Sviri Group” Mr. Merab
Kakauridze was released by the petition
made by more than 30 Members of
Parliament and signed by the Minster of
Internal Affairs Mr. Shota Kviraia.

The defendants’ lawvers Mr. Temur
Gvishiani and Mr. Tamaz Khorguashvili
stressed that the investigation failed to
prove the guilt of the defendants in
committing the specific crime and all the
accusations brought against them were of
general character.

Giorgi Korbesashvili

Demands to Settle

the Problem with
His Defense

In relation to the Statement of January
12, 1996 I would like to additionally
inform you about the following:

On July 16, 1995 on the 13th day of
my hunger-strike, onc of my demands
being solving the problem with my
defense, when I met Mr. Baluashvili I saw
D. Nadirashvili who had been introduced
to me as the lawyer hired by my family
for th first time. Before that day I was

advised me: "Please do not tease him, be

not aware if 1 had any lawyer at all
Irrespective of my multiple requests to let
me see the members of my family to settle
the problem of my defense I had never
was given such opportunity, and the
lawyer was appointed without my consent.

From the very first minutes of our
meeting we mistrusted each other. He did
not develop and agree with me the
position of defense. He had never got
interested in the facts of my suicidal
attempts and the causes that provoked
them. He. had never put respective
motions. My lawyer ignored even the
threat of “Baludshvili who ‘warned” me:
"You'd better calm down or I'll make you
disappear so that nobody would ever
learn about it.... And you will not be the
first and the only one to disappear”. The
lawyer even did not show any protest on
hearing these words. Even more he

rcasonable”. In the presence of
Baluashvili he was trying to make me
sign the statement about cessation of my
hunger-strike. Because of my severe
physical and psychological condition I
could not very well resist them, though [
have never ceased my hunger-strike.
Irrespective of the fact that 1 was
continuing my hunger-strike they used
the fact that they had made me sign the
above statement to provocatively state that
1 had ceased the hunger-strike.

The following two or three meetings
with my lawyer took place in the prison
where he was attending “interrogations”
carried out by investigation. He had never
recorded the threats 1 heard from the
investigator. G. Nadirashvili, did not
show any concern about my more than
one attempt to commit suicide, being
content with showing me his "good
wishes” and "kind advises” "What are you
doing, be reasonable, cool down! Think
of your family, why do you distress your
mother" , etc. He had never shown his
protest, neithr put respective motions to
expose the illegal pressure I had been
subjected 1o 'by the investigation which
led me to attempt to commit suicide for
so many times. I saw that my lawyer
instead of contributing to the objective
investigation of my Case and providing
me with an adequate defense, was helping
the investigation to strengthen the faked
charges brought against me. For these
reasons I consider the issue of my defense
as unsettled and all investigatory activities
in relation to my Case - as proceeding
without any actual defense.

Political Prisoner Giorgi
Korbesashvili
January 31, 1996.
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