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THE LORD ALMIGHTY SENTENCED ME TO FIGHT FOR

THE FREEDOM AND PROSPERITY OF MY MOTHER LAND
AND WHERE EXACTLY 1 SHALL SERVE MY TERM IS OF

" Lawycr Temur Goksadze’s
Speech for Defense

Supreme Court
February 20, 1996

4 sed . From
Sakartvelo” # 6)

The rext charge is concerned with the

fact that the supporters of the President
Zaur Kobalia among them did not allow
the refugees to enter Zugdidi and Zugdidi
Region. One need not to be a
mathematician to prove the futility of this
~accusation. It is a well known
unquestionable fact that only in Zugdidi
Region more than 100 000 refugees from
Abkhazia have found their shelter in the
first days of their displacement.
Organized transportation of the refugees
was ensured from Jvari-Mestia route and
for these aims special transportation
means have been allotted. Basing on the
elementary geography it becomes clear
that when the Kodori region and
. Ochamchire-Gali are occupied by the
enemy, the only way remaining for people
to. escape is exactly that extremely
dangerous route which the miserable
refugees were forced to take as the last
chance.

In his the accusations the State
Prosecutor mentioned that in those days
on the territory of Samegrelo were
wounded the soldiers of Russian Army.
If my memory serves me right, they were
Mr. Popov, Borisov, Litvinov, Zubchik.
All they were the members of the
detachments of a special destination. I
can add to this list the other names:
Stanislav Parila, Valeri Baibak, Zakhar
Chernets, Leon Shirinjatz etc. 1 wonder
the citizens of which country were they
and what were they doing on this territory

"Tavisupali

at the time when literally the whole world
knew what was going on in West Georgia?
What training demarche in that period
could be thought of?

In accordance to the Indictment of
Zaur Kobalia he is charged with
organization of armed bands with the aim
of raiding state or other enterprises,
institutions or individuals, as well as with
participation in the activities of these
bands. Neither the preliminary
investigation nor the Court hearing
managed to confirm the above accusation.

I would like to cite the Appeal of
March, 1992 made by the President of
Georgia.

"The only difference between us and
"democratic opposition” is that we prefer
a more difficult though peaceful ways to
achieve our goals. At the same time we
can understand that part of Georgian
population which could not any more to
endure the misfortunes befallen on them
such as raiding and bringing to ruins of
their houses, death of their relatives,
mass dispersals, raping of their mothers,
sisters and children, and took weapons
only to defend themselves and their
families from these horrors. Thus the
resistance movement in Georgia is a self-
defense righteous movement. People have
the right to make a united front to defend
their lives, their country, the lawful
authorities elected by them".

I think one can hardly say anything
against such position, especially it
concerns us since we are professionals
and are well aware, that according to the
International Law when a State of
Emergency is created, people, nation
have the right to take arms to defend
themselves, especially as the first to take
arms were exactly those people who were
initiators and executors of forcible armed
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overthrow of the lawful authorities.

The investigation actually qualified
the Supreme Council as a bandit
organization for holding unlawful
Sessions. It is not only unlawful, it is
actually ignoring the will of the Georgian
people, since no one can qualify any body
elected by people as bandit organization.
Then we all who voted in favor of the
preceding authorities should be put to
trial for organization of, the bandit
groups. This is one absurd; the second
is: the Session cannot be unlawful.and 1
personally cannot understand the very
notion of the unlawful session. The third
absurd is: in accordance to the acting
Constitution nobody had ever annulled
the Supreme Council, it has not declared
self-liquidation and the term of office of
the Supreme Court has not been cxpired
by that time. In short not a single pro-
cedure has been carried out to legally
cease the activities of the Suprceme
Council.

The Prosecutions ftries to strengthen
its accusation on the background of
activities of the armed organization of
Loti Kobalia. Since the Court hearing of
Loti Kobalia’s Case is now on, I will dwell
on this issue with maximal delicacy and
care though I am impelled to make a
general analysis of some moments. Loti
Kobalia claims that he is a Head of
Department of the national Guard of the
lawful authorities of Georgia. Guards in
itself is an armed organization and thus
one cannot speak of any specially or
intentionally formed armed organization.
The Guards is a mandatory part of the
armed structure of the State. It is
subordinated to the Supreme Council, its
Presidium and the President. In this case
no collision with the Law can be found,
since it is impossible to qualify the Major
department of National Guards as illegal,
armed band nor can it be recognized
guilty and punished wunder such
accusation.

In the course of. investigation it
became clear that restoration of the
lawfulness and entering the various cities
and towns which the Prosecution charges
the defendant and national Guards, was
actually happening following the will of
the people. In its time a notorious
information war campaign has been
carried out which claimed that the
railway roads were blocked, the distant
approaches 1o the city of Poti were
blocked etc. You, Mr. Prosecutor
consider these facts confirmed. I would
like to remind you that all this was a lic.
No blocking of any roads had ever taken
place.

I will not dwell on the bank robbing
and stealing the money since Mr. Zaur

Kobalia had never had anything in
common with these facts, Furthermore,
in a number of cases these are
unspecified, unproved facts, and
therefore to use them in relation to Zaur
Kobalia is unreasonable.

We trust in the objectivity of the Court
Board and believe that it will give ail
events a respective unbiased, lawful and
what is most important just estimation,
and in relation to Mr. Zaur Kobalia it will

pronounce the verdict of non-guilty

because--of the- absence  of - the proofs
confirming the guilt and will rclease Mr.
Kobalia right from he Court Hall. Such
is a requirement of justice.

National Guards Is Faithful
to the Oath it Has Made to
The President

On February 21 at the Court
Session Mr. Jambul Bokuchava
appeared in his military uniform and
on the behalf of the management of
National Guards read the Statement.

On November 28, 1990 as a result of
multi-party, all-Georgia, democratic
elections the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Georgia was elected, and on
May 26, 1991 Mr. Zviad Gamsakhurdia
was clected as the first President of
Georgia. Under the united efforts of the
Supreme Council and the President the
National Guards has been established. At
the end of 1991 and beginning of 1992
the military coup was arranged in
Georgia by the ruling circles of Russia
as a result of which the lawful authorities
were overthrown.

In accordance with the Constitution of
Georgia, under the order of the President
of Georgia (who at the same time was
also’ the Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces), in West Georgia, namely
in Zugdidi was restored the Major
Department of the National Guards, and
its functioning was continued since then:
the National Guards defended the
population from the armed criminal-
Mafiosi groups, the rail roads and
highways from the attacks of the armed
formations of the factual authorities.

In the war in Abkhazia unleashed by
the ruling circles of Russia the National
Guards of Georgia took an active part in
the war actions and it is to a significant
extent thanks to its efforts that the fall
of Sukhumi was delayed by more than
one year considering the capitulant policy
of the present days authorities.

To the policy of unlawful authoritics
and Russia the lawful authorities of
Georgia opposed the nation-wide

resistance and in 1993 in West Georgia
was restored the Constitutional order,
which was followed by the direct military
aggression on the part of Russia. Actually
the reoccupation of Georgia has occurred
under the direct participation of Admiral
Baltin and General Potapov’s
detachments of special destination.

The National Guards faithful to the
lawful authorities of Georgia found itself
facing the.huge military machine of
Russia. This unequal fight sacrificed the
life of the first President of Georgia; the
Commander-in-Chief Mr. Zyiad
Gamsakhurdia as well as the lives of
hundreds of soldiers and officers of the
National Guards. The unfortunate results
of the defeat of the national Guards are
evident: occupational troops of Russia are
again camped in Georgia, North-West
frontier of Georgia runs across the Inguri
River, the borders of Georgia are
"defended” by Russian soldiers, the
fourth of the territory of the country was
lost and 300 000 citizens became the
refugees in their own country; Georgia
became the Russian strategic bridge-head
(to this testify a new Agreement made by
the present day authorities of Georgia
about location of Russian military bases
in Georgia for the term of 2§ years).

We, the leaders of the Major
Department of the National Guards of
Georgia, who presently are captured by
the ruling regime of Georgia, declare: the
National Guards established by the
lawful authorities of Georgia, which
spared no efforts to avoid fratricidal
bloodshed, restore the exiled authorities
and President overthrown as a result of
military coup, defend the population of
West Georgia from the bloodsheding
raids and robbery committed by
"Mkhedrioni" and actual authorities in
the regions which were controlled by the
National Guards, which provided shelter
to more than 200 000 refugees, are still
faithful to the oati made on May 26,
1991 and Constitution (which was
suspended after the military coup) , lawful
authorities of Georgia and principles of
the territorial intégrity of Georgia.

Captives:

Head of the Major Department of the
National Guards of Georgia

Colonel Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia *

Head of Operative Service of the
major Department of the national Guards
of Georgia,

Colonel Jambul Bokuchava

Commander of the Guria-Imereti
Regiment of the National Guards of
Georgia

Colonel Ioseph Zhgenti
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