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18 March 1996

Persecution of Political
Opponents Continues

A

Russian Law and Order Bodies were
and are actively ass:stmg the ruling
circles of Georgia in persecution and
arrest of the representatives of the lawful
authorities, even though the bilateral
"Treaty on Juridical Assistance and
Mutual Juridical Relationships in the
Sphere of Civil, Family and Criminal
Cases" signed on September 15, 1995 by
Russia and Georgia has not been ratified
by Russia and Georgia. As it becomes
clear from the materials available to us,
the high rank officials from Georgia on
their arrival to Moscow constantly
demand from their Russian colleagues to
arrest and extradite the supporters of the
lawful authorities residing in the Russian
Federation to the Law and Order Bodies
of Georgia.

In the end of December, 1995 in
Moscow was retained the deputy of the
Supreme Council, Chairman of the
Juridical Commission, refugee from
Abkhazia Mr.. Konsantine Pirtskhalava.
After the interference of various instances
and human rights organizations Mr. K.
Pirtskhalava was released after three
«lays of arrest under the consent of the
Prosecutor General of the Russian
I-ederatlon According to the official
press of Russia, the reason for releasing
of the deputy of the Supreme Council of
‘Georgia for the groundlessness and lack
of cogency of the political chargers
‘brought against him by the Law and
Order Bodies of Georgia.

""'The officers of #128 Office of Moscow
‘fnternal Affairs Major Criminal
Artvestigation Department detained one
‘more citizen of Georgia, the repre-
sentative of the lawful authorities, deputy
Prefect of Tsalenjikha, Mr. Elguja
‘Meskhia. On the same day, the officers

of Internal affairs Department of Moscow
Region, the so-called "Butirka", moved
him to the Temporary Detention Isolator
of Moscow Internal Affairs Major
Department (38 Petrovka St.) the lawyer
who came to see Mr. Meskhia was not
allowed to meet his defendant, though
the Russian Law and order Bodies
themselves do not have any charges
against the detained.

The Human Rights Organizations
express their protest for unlawful arrest
of Mr. Elguja Meskhia and demand from
the Prosecutor General of Russia to
suspend the discussion of the possibility
of extradition of Mr. Meskhia to the Law
and Order Structures of Georgia... There
is a solid ground to suppose that
persecution of Mr. Meskhia on the part
of the Prosecutor’s office of Georgia is
of political character. Many observers
express their deep concern on the
investigation procedure in Georgia. They
stress the facts of using tortures and note
that there is a real danger of settling of
accounts with political opponents both in
this specific case and in quite a number
of other cases.

The Issue of Defense was Decided by
the "Mkhedrioni" Member Adviser of
Shevardnadze

Interview with the Lawyer
Tamar Lashaberidze

Correspondent: Mrs. Lashaberidze,
as it became known to us, you are rep-
resenting the interests of Mr. Petre
Gelbakhiani who had been sentenced to
capital punishment. One year passed
from the pronouncing the death sentence.
Has anything changed since then?

Mrs. Tamar Lashaberidze: By the
end of July last year we have lodged a
complaint in the name of the Chairman
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of the Supreme Court Mr. Mindia
Ugrekhelidze. By the end of October we
received the answer from his deputy. The
answer was traditionally stereotyped:
"For the lack of sound grounds the protest
in relation to this Case will not be made".

Corr.: Were there any sound grounds
to reject your protest?

T.L.: That the verdict is unlawful and
there are all grounds to annul it, can be
illustrated by the following specific
examples: Mr. Gelbakhiani and Mr..
Dokvadze are charged with committing
explosion in Chikovani Street. For this
crime they were sentenced to the major
penalty though such penalty in Georgia
was banned since February 21, 1992
after the bringing in effect the
Constitution of 1921. By Article 19 of
this document the death penalty is
annulled.

As for investigation as such, the classic
example of violation of Adjective Law was
the way the identification of the suspect
under the preliminary investigation was
carried out using photos. The witnesses
were handed the photos of various people
with the ones of suspects (Mr.
Gelbakhiani and Mr. Dokvadze) which

were made at a closer view and thus were -

different from the-others. This was
evident hint to the witnesses to decide
whom they had to identify which is a
rough violation of Ne163 Article of
Adjective Law.

The Court ignored the madequate
description of the height of the buyers of
"Zaporozhets" car made by the above
witnesses. Mr. Gelbakhiani is 2 m tall,
while witnesses were claiming that the
person in question was of much less
height. Ignored also was the testimony of
one of the witnesses who had claimed
that he saw the buyers of the car from
the window of the third floor. Neither
investigation nor Court made any attempt
check whether it was at all possible for
the witness to clearly see and remember
the eyes, brows and the shape of the lips
of the person whom he had never seen
before from that distapce. Neither
investigation nor Court bothered
themselves with physical identification of
the suspects... And there are a lot of other
violations.

Apart from the above said, I would
like to stress that by the time we have
made our protest the presently arrested
Mr. Kitovani published in press
statements concerning this issue saying
that Mr. Gelbakhiani and Mr. Dokvadze
had never participated in terrorist action

committed in Chikovani Street. In accord-
ance to the Law, this new circumstance
should have served the ground for
returning the Case into the additional
investigation. Irrespective of our persist-
ent demands, for some reasons unknown
no respective bodies have ever paid any
attention to this fact...

By the way, to the series of violations
characteristic of this Case add the issue
of Got Makhviladze’s defense. As-you
know, this defendant was not allowed to
have a desirable lawyer and till the end
of the court hearing he neither had any
lawyer nor himself attended Court
Hearing. I was attending the Court
Hearing having the order to provide Mr.
Makhviladze’s defense, but the Court
Board did not allow me to participate in
the trial...

. Corr.: What other political prisoner
are you defending now?

T.L.: Presently at the stage of
preliminary investigation I am defending
Mr. Giorgi Korbesashvili. :

Corr.: We are aware that this
defendant had three attempts of suicide
at the beginning stage of the preliminary
investigation. Have you met him and if
yes, what impression had h left on you
concerning his mental consistency?

T.L. : the defendant Korbesashvili I
have seen for three times after he had
made the three attempts of committing
suicide. He made an impression of
mentally stable person, his thinking
abilities are normal. I have not noticed
any disturbances in his psyche. besides,
his case contains the conclusion of
medico-psychiatric examination
according to which Mr. Korbesashvili is
recognized as a person of sound mind
and responsible for his deeds.

Corr. : In accordance with the
statément made by the defendant Mr.
Zviad Dzidziguri On February 8, the
deputy of the Prosecutor General Mr. A.
Baluashvili threatened him to add to the
charges of his friends including Mr.
Korbesashvili who was arrested together
with Mr. Dzidziguri, provided he did not
cease to make undesirable political dec-
larations. Have any additional charges
been brought against your defendant
since then?

T.L. : 1 do not know anything about
this statement of Mr. Dzidziguri, but as
for the charges brought against Mr.
Korbesashvili, he first was charged with
accusations on February 16 and to the
initial charge of diversion attempt (17-69
Article of Criminal Code) were added the

charges of high treason (Article 650) and

bandit actions (Article 78). I do not know

whether it is a simple coincidence or Mr.

Baluashvili realized his threats, but the
facts are such as they are. b
Interview was taken by N.
Chechelashvili*

The Investigation Wished to
Create the Image of "Traitor"

At the session of March §, Mr. Lot
Kobalia recad his motion where he
declared that the Indictment and Case
are missing his testimonies about the
specific crimes committed by the existing
regime in West Georgia. "Moreover, my
testimonies in the majority of cases ar
represented with the intentional distortion
of the fact and do not correspond to truth.
At the same time, there are some
inaccuracies that considered in the
context change the content and sense of
the testimonies. The Case lacks my
protest statements, motions etc., made 1
the Prosecutor General Mr. |
Babilashvili and his deputy Mr. A
Baluashvili.

Mr. Kobalia notes that in the course
of the so-called investigation he was no!
allowed to get familiar with the Adjective
Law of the Criminal Code of Georgia and
International Juridical Norms, while the
lawyer Mrs. Leila Berishvili appointed by
fiscal order was not given the possibility
to use her rights envisaged by the Law,
since according to her own statement, she
was subjected to pressure.

The motion says, that Mr. A
Baluashvili on presenting the indictmen!”
told to Mr. Kobalia;- "The testimonies,
given in the process of investigation did
not have any force and sense. You'd
better say your truth at the Cour
Hearing. So signing the indictment doc
not decide anything and it does not hav
any juridical fore either for the Court o
the Verdict’.

"The so-called investigation carrie
out under the guidance of Mr. A
Baluashvili was purposefully discreditin
me", states Mr. Kobalia, to which testiff
the Indictment faked by Mr. A
Baluashvili and the so-called Crimind
case which is presented by perverte!
testimonies. The aim of this so-callef
investigation was to create the image 0l
“traitor” of me or to make the impressiof
that the National Guards was nothing bu!
a bandits group.
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