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Jambul
Bokuchava

Answers...

On March 20 at the trial which is going
on in the Supreme Court, the deputy of
the Supreme Council, defendant Zviad
Dzidziguri was given the opportunity to
put questions to the officer of National
Guards, defendant J. Bokuchava.

Zviad Dzidziguri: "Can you tell what
situ 1tion was in Zugdidi when you arrived
there from Ukraine in the beginning of
January 1992?

Jambul Bokuchava: On January 3-4
thousands of people started from Tbilisi
to Zugdidi to support the lawful
authorities and conduct a mass-meeting,
but near Kutaisi they were met with armed
formation. These latter began to fire at
the peaceful people. By the end of
January the rebels for the first time
entered Samegrelo and immediately
started to'raid the people. Then we were
attacked by "Mkhedrioni” an mass
robbery started. Tsalenjikha was
unmercifully raided by the governmental
troops which started mass slaughtering of
the peaceful population, robbery f their
dwelling houses, mass arrests of people.
At the interrogations people were
tortured. The residents of Tsalenjikha
were induced to hide in the families of
their relatives and friends in other villages
10 escape death. They were staying in
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their hiding places until the robbers were
through with their activities.

Ukraine and take arms?

J.B.: The wish to defend the
lawfulness.
Z. In accordance with the

Indictment, you were planning to bring
Georgia to the political and economic
crush ad with this aim you had formed a
bandit group. What was the structure of
this group and what were its goals?

J.B.: The structure was as follows:
President, Supreme Court, Prime-
Minister and National Guards. As for my
goal, it was fighting for the strength and
independence of Georgia.

Z.D.: What The Department of the
National Guards an Headquarters were
guided with in their activities?

J.B.: We were acting under the
statement of the Supreme Council
according to which we were obliged to
send the armed forces to Abkhazia but at
the same time we had to leave the armed
troops in Samegrelo in amount which
would be sufficient to defend it.

Z.D.: What were the reasons for
making such statement?

J.B.: The main reason was that in case
if the National Guards completely took
part in war actions in Abkhazia, the
armed forces of actual authorities would
have immediately entered Samegrelo.

Thus, for example, on April 28, 1993
we entered Ochamchire region and
occupied adequate positions. The very
next day "Mkhedrioni” and internal
troops entered Senaki, Chkhorotsku,
Tsalenjikha. They carried out brutal
punitive operation accompanied with
raiding and robbing of population. Such
situation repeated several times. All this
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was done on purpose since the actual
authorities did not have any wish to win
the war in Abkhazia.

Z.D.: Can you tell the circumstances
under which was liberated Senaki? Were
there bloodshedding battles?

J.B.: The battle lasted for 27 minutes
only, wile it took less than 2 hours to
completely free Senaki from the armed
forces of actual authorities. Total of 500
soldiers an officers were participating in
this operation. Their commander was Mr.
Eliava. It happened on August 28, 1993.

Z.D.: What were doing the local police
forces?

J.B.: The police did not resist us. This
picture repeated in all other places
including Senaki.

Z.D.: Who were your allies during the
battles in Tamish?

J.B.: In summer of 1993 we were
fighting together with "Mkhedrioni" and
Guards detachments. The government
did not provide us with ammunition.

As it is clear from the testimonies of
Mr. Vakhtang Kobalia, the Ochamchire
warehouses were full with ammunition,
while our soldiers were from time to time
given negligible trifles.

Z.D.: Did the governmental troops
have the united commandment?

J.B.: No, definitely not. Total anarchy
was reigning there.

Z.D.: As an office, can you tell who
was responsible for this unsuccessful
military campaign?

J.B.: The Commander-in-Chief.

Z.D.: What can you say about
rescuing the refugees by Svaneti route?

J.B.: The refugees were intentionally
trapped into encirclement so that they
could be well robbed by the governmental
troops, while the lawful authorities under
the personal order of the President were
engaged in saving these people and
finding them places for temporal
residence.

Z.D.: How many refugees did Zugdidi
Region shelter by the end of October?

J.B.: About 150-170 thousand.

Z.D.: What do you know about using
Russian landing forces against the lawful
authorities?

J.B.: Russians were fighting against us
everywhere - in Martvili, Poti, Samtredia.
Thus, for example, in Martvili was located

tank-detachment #73-947 under the
commandment of Major Zubchik. They
opened fire to us. In answer we destroyed
their military technique and living forces.
As for the. Major Zubchik we captured
him. It happened on October 4. In the
outskirts of Samtredia Russians were
fighting with us using the latest model of
tanks T-80. In Poti they landed marine
landing forces, while in Khobi all drivers
of the governmental tanks were Russians.
The military detachment of the Security
Service completely consisted of people of

foreign nationalities:  Russians,
Armenians, Uzebecks...
Z.D.: In accordance with the

Indictment, in Senaki in October were
ruined 2950 buildings. To do it armed
with guns only- is impossible. What
technique did you use to achieve such
results?

J.B.: The buildings were ruined by the
aviation of the governmntal troops who
were bombarding the city from the Su-27
planes and helicopters with five rays stars
on them together with the artillery.

After this Mr. Zviad Dzidziguri put a
motion to postpone the Court Session for

“several days to have the time to

additionally study several volumes of the
Case. Judge Aladashvili satisfied the
request of the defendant.

The Protest
Action of the
Political Prisoner
Continues

On March 12 the political prisoner
Giorgi Korbesashvili who is kept in Tbilisi
#1 Detention Cell, declared a hunger-
strike in protest against falsification of the
materials of investigation by the
investigator Otar Japaridze. On the same
day he appealed with his protest to the
Prosecutor’s Office and Human Rights
Organizations of the Republic. However,
as it was anticipated, the above bodies
did not show any response to his protest
action.

The relatives of Mr. Korbesashvili are
very concerned and suppose that this
hunger-strike is the result of the increased

pressure from the investigators who are
irritated by the protest statements and
complains of the political prisoner. They
firmly demand to be allowed to meet the
defendant and make the investigator Otar
Japaridze responsible for all possible
serious results.

The Health State
of Khvicha
Jokhadze 1is

Persistently Severe

One of the youngest participant of the
so-called "Kvareli Forest Case" Mr.

Khvicha Jokhadze was sentenced to 12

year imprisonment with servicing his term
in the colonv{ with the strict regime. The
state of health of the prisoner Jokhadze
is so poor that every other hour of
imprisonment can become the last hour
of his life.

If it were not for #213 Order of the
Minister of Internal Affairs of the Soviet
Union of October 30, 1987, concerning
releasing of critically ill prisoners which

‘for some reasons unknown is still in force

in Georgia, Khvicha Jokhadze (who as a
result of tortures in the course of
investigation went out of his mind and is
considered irresponsible and for this
reason is not trialed yet), Mr. Zurab
Tsirkvava placed in the Poti asylum,
Nemo Chanturia who suffers from a
severe form of diabetes and many other
prisoners should have been for a long
time ago released due to the fact that the
state of their health is inadequate for the
prison conditions. The above Order is not
a juridical document for the independent
State - Georgia specially as the USSR
for several years already does not exist
in nature and its juridical successor is
Russia. Due to the absence of the Law
the fate of the prisoners whose health
state is critical is at mercy of the Human
Rights Organizations and depends
decision of the Pardon Committee
obedient to the acting authorities rather
than on the conclusions of the Medical
Commission.

Z.D.: What made you to return from
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