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"Your Husband Had not
Committed any Crime, but
had He Had the Opportunity
He would Have Inevitably
Committed It"

As it is known after the much talked
of attempt on the life of the Head of the
State of August 29, 1995, the officers of
the Security Service arrested the group
of "Zviadists” as the executors of the abo-
ve crime. Among those were: Z.
Vardosanidze, Z. Dvali, Sh. Ratiani, G.
Gelashvili, G. Oniashvili, T. Elashvili
and others (of those for some was
changed the measure of detention and
they were released .on bail). The
investigation continues for seven months
already and to the lawyers’ opinion no
specific charge of attempting upon the
life of Shev ardnadze against those
people has been brought against these

people. As we know, in, commitment of
this terrorist action alongside with the
other murders are blamed the concrete
people: former boss of the Security
Service, high rank officials and leaders
of "Mkhedrioni”. In such case it is of
interest what crimes are thé above
mentioned "Zviadists" are charged with?!

As it follows from the protest letter of
the wife of one of the suspects Mr. Shota
Ratiani and the statement of hi lawyer
Mr. Merab Navrozahvili, the charge
brought against the political prisoners are
not confirmed by the respective proofs.
During these seven months the rights of
Mr. Shota Ratiani were violated more
than once: his flat was searched without
search warranty, the search protocol was
not left to the members of his family, the
lawyer is not allowed to get familiar with
the documents envisaged by the
legislation. The only thing he is allowed

is to meet with hi defendant and even

that is the result of persistent efforts and

continuous demands. Irrespective of
regular demands of the lawyer Mr. Shota
Ratiani was not subjected to
confrontation. The presumption of
innacence in relation to him was violated
- the deputy Minister of Security Service
- A. loseliani has sentenced him in
advance.

The wife of the polmcal prisoner does
not excludes the possibility that the
factual authorities together with the KGB
boss will spare no efforts to thrust the
gravest charges on the innocent men,
Shota Rafiani among them. To this
testifies the fact that when Mrs. Tamar
Guruli came to the City Security
Department to learn at least anything
about her husband, the deputy of the
Department Head Mr. M. Salakaidze told
her: "Your husband did not commit any
crime but had he had an opportunity he
would have inevitably committed it".

Russia Extradites Meskhia
instead of Giorgadze

As it became known to us, Mr. Elguja
Meskhia who has been arrested under the
demand of the authorities of Georgia by
the Prosecutor’s Office of Russia as until
recently was kept in the temporary
detention cell of Moscow Department of
Internal affairs, on march 22 was
extradited to Georgia and was placed. in

Zugdidi detention cell. The human Rights
defenders of Russia demanded from the
government of their country not to
extradite Mr. Meskhia to Georgia since
he might become the victim of the violence
like the majority of

Georgian political prisoners.

The well known emigrant newspaper
"Russkaja Misl" (#4119 of March 28 -
April 3) supposes that by arresting and
“extraditing such people as Mr. Meskhia,
Russia is paying a tribute to the
authorities of Georgia to .neutralize its
patronizing of the larger figures - such
as Igor Giorgadze, who is presently
residing in one of the comfortable
cottages in the outskirts of Moscow and
is enjoying complete safety.

Prosecutor’s Office Once
‘More Violates the
Presumption of Innocence

To the Member of the Supreme
Court Board, Judge A. Aladashvili

Declaration

Today, on April 5, 1996, was
appointed the special session of the
Parliament devoted. to the Abkhazian
problem, which was transmitted by TV.

It became known to us, that a "pocket”
Prosecutor of the totalitarian regime Mr.
Jamlet Babilashvili openly and
unceremoniously accused us, the
.participants of this Court hearing, in all
sins including shameful loss of Abkhazia
campaign, loss of territorial integrity of
Georgia etc. He cannot wait at least till
the Court decision is pronounced, by
which he actually violates the
presumption of innocence, contributes to
the forming of definite public opinion,
which can on its turn effect the court
decision.

We express our strong protest for such

behavior and demand the immediate |

response.

At the same time, if we are blamed
in such crimes, we require the materials
of military Prosecutor’s Office concerning
this issue (viz., Case #2293877) to be
immediately included into the material of
the Prosecutor’s Office investigation.

Prisoners of war:

Colonel Vakhtang Kobalza
Colonel Jambul Bokuchava
Political prisoners:
Zviad Dzidziguri
Nugzar Molodinashvili

April 5, 1996
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